


Just two weeks after David Coulthard’s retirement dominated the headlines at Silverstone, 
Sebastian Vettel’s confirmation as his replacement next year caused a stir at the German’s 
own home grand prix. As a delighted Vettel shakes hands with pretty much everyone in the 
Hockenheim paddock yesterday, turn the page to find out what else has been causing a stir…



click on a song and then uncover its 
album artwork in a hidden grid. This, we 
suggest, would be an excellent medical 
test following a race accident to establish 
whether or not a driver is concussed. 
In the end, the quiz was much like the 
British Grand Prix, with Heikki taking 
an early lead before being overtaken by 
Lewis, who posted a dominant victory 
with six album matches to the Finn’s two.

The F1 drivers’ football team, the 
Nazionale Piloti, suffered defeat at 
the hands of 11 German celebrities in 
Darmstadt on Wednesday. The team, 
which included Michael Schumacher, 
Sebastian Vettel and Nico Rosberg, 
suffered a 6-8 defeat. To be fair, the 
opposition had been coached by 
Bundesliga record holder Karl-Heinz 
Körbel, who made 602 appearances in 
the German football league. Against 
such an advantage, not even Schumi’s 
celebrated teamwork could help.
 

Jacques Villeneuve is back – again. Fresh 
from disappointment at the 24 Hours of 
Le Mans, JV was yesterday expected to 
announce a return to his other heartbreak 
series, NASCAR, with a one-off drive 
for the Braun Racing team at Montreal’s 
NASCAR Nationwide Series race on 
August 2-3. The 1997 F1 champ will drive 
the No. 32 Toyota Camry that Kyle Busch 
piloted to victory in Charlotte earlier this 
season. JV attempted to get into the field 

The expression that there’s no smoke 
without fire proved to be inaccurate on 
Wednesday, after an incident in the Red 
Bull Racing R&D department had the 
entire staff standing in the road outside 
the Milton Keynes factory with fire 
alarms ringing in their ears.  

While the team were carrying out a 
battery development test for next year’s 
KERS system, a battery generated 
enough heat to boil the coolant fluid 
surrounding it. The subsequent steam 
and smoke triggered the fire alarms in 
the main building. The entire staff had 
to evacuate the building, only to be 
greeted by what appeared to be most 
of the Milton Keynes fire brigade, keen 
on getting a free F1-factory tour. 

The local police force didn’t want to 
miss out on any of the fun either, so they 
sent a helicopter to take a look and also 
closed surrounding roads on the grounds 
that there was a major chemical incident. 
All of this was well wide of the mark, as 
only the battery itself was damaged. 

“However, it does demonstrate that 
these high-performance batteries used in 
the KERS system have to be treated with 
a great deal of care,” commented team 
principal Christian Horner. “Fortunately 
the incident occurred in a controlled 
environment, so no harm was done.”

It would appear that the incident is 
not the first of its kind, as several other 
teams in the paddock have reportedly 
also suffered KERS-related problems.

It was with great sadness that the Formula 
One world learned of the recent death of 
celebrated photographer Bernard Cahier, 
at the age of 81. As a mark of respect, 
this weekend several veteran lensmen 
are wearing their original accreditation 
armbands from the 1970s. “He was really 
good to us youngsters when we were 
starting out,” remembers John Townsend. 
“He held real power in those days. All 
he had to do was write ‘grid access’ on 
a scrap of paper and sign it, then you’d 

take that piece of paper to the media 
centre and automatically your pass 
would be upgraded.” On pages 16-19 
of today’s issue, as a tribute, Bernard’s 
son Paul-Henri has selected some of 
his father’s finest work.

Vodafone gave McLaren’s drivers a 
musical memory test yesterday, but 
unfortunately for the over-30s in the 
audience, there were no classics on the 
set list. Instead, Kai Ebel was on hand 
with his mobile phone to download songs 
from the recent charts. Lewis Hamilton 
and Heikki Kovalainen took turns to 

A Formula One car with a semi-automatic gearbox gives drivers 
the option of right- or left-foot braking. The overwhelming 
preference is for the left, as Toyota’s Jarno Trulli explains…

LEFT-FOOT BRAKING
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What’s F1 Hot... or Not?

last year, but couldn’t put together the 
required sponsorship. Sources close to 
Jacques say that race promoter Normand 
Legault helped to arrange financial 
backing for the driver this year.

Congratulations to David Coulthard 
and Karen Minier, who announced this 
week that they are expecting a baby. 
Will DC be taking his kid around the 
kart tracks of the British Isles, just 
as his father did? Place your bets now 
on Coulthard Jr for the 2030 F1 grid.
 

8.45-9.15: Mini Challenge qualifying
10.00-11.30: F1 first practice
11.55-12.25: GP2 practice
12.50-13.15: Formula BMW practice
14.00-15.30: F1 second practice
16.00: FIA press conference (Stefano 
Domenicali, Norbert Haug, Vijay 
Mallya, Mario Theissen)
16.00-16.30: GP2 qualifying
16.45-17.30: Porsche Supercup practice
17.45-18.10: Formula BMW qualifying



ome on everyone, sing along – sing like 
you’re Bob Marley: “We’re German,  
2… 3… 4… We’re German, 2… 3… 4… 

Hope you like Germans too…” The reggae 
legend knew a thing or two when it came to 
harmony between nations and he’s quite right: 
now that the previously all-conquering Germans 
no longer win at football, F1 or tennis, it’s alright 
for everyone else to like them. We’ve got five 
German drivers on the grid for their home race, 
including Nico ‘I’ve got a German passport 
somewhere’ Rosberg, but as yet, not one of them 
has won a grand prix. I can’t name all the others, 
but I know that Nick ‘The Beard’ Heidfeld  
holds the F1 world record for coming second  
the most times without ever having gone one 
better. We girls might like the idea of at least 
coming second a few times, but apparently 
that’s not the done thing in sport. 

For all we know, maybe Nick is 
scared of getting a nosebleed if he 
actually scales the heights of the 
top step on the podium, but then 
again maybe he’s got the right idea. 
After all, he has a solid reputation 
and a cast-iron deal with BMW, 
which no doubt brings in enough 
millions to indulge his passion for 
fine art, yet he doesn’t have to do all 
those silly stunts that winners and 
world champions have to perform 
(apart from that ridiculous episode 
with the cheese in France). 

Personally, though, I’ve never  
agreed with the great English 
virtue of embracing heroic failure. 
Whenever I’ve competed in anything 
my motto has been: ‘It doesn’t matter 
if you win or lose, it only matters  
if I win or lose.’ I can’t see any of 
those five local heroes winning on 

Sunday. If they’re hoping for a home advantage, 
they might want to bear in mind that F1 is not a 
sport but a war, and war is the one sport where 
you really don’t want to be playing ‘at home’. 

This won’t stop the German fans giving them a 
rousing reception. Fuelled by some early-morning 
campsite beers, they’ll be at the circuit bright and 
early every morning, like barbarians at the gate, 
hoping for a glimpse of their heroes and maybe an 
autograph (probably on a faded Schumacher cap). 

They can be a bit over-enthusiastic though, so 
one year Heinz-Harald Frentzen decided to avoid 
the stampede at Hockenheim by travelling the 
final part of the journey to the track in the boot 
of his car. This would have worked just fine if his 
then Sauber team-mate, Johnny Herbert, hadn’t 
decided to follow in his own hire car, ramming the 

boot of Frentzen’s vehicle every few metres.  
On the subject of race fans here, as F1’s 

Queen of Style, I can tell you that not all 
Germans lack taste in clothes, as proved 
by brands such as Jil Sander, Hugo Boss, 
Escada and the daddy of them all, Karl 
Lagerfeld – you can tell he’s German 
because he’s got a beer in the middle of 

his name. In his adopted France, the 
pony-tailed poseur can be seen on 
billboards wearing a horrid, bright 
yellow high-visibility waistcoat 
telling us that: “It’s not pretty and 
it doesn’t match anything, but it 
could save your life.” Bless him, 
he might look like a car crash, but 
he’s doing his bit for road safety. 

Speaking of vanity, if you 
don’t recognise me strolling 
around the paddock or the 
media centre this weekend, 
it’s because I finally decided 
to opt for plastic surgery:  
I cut up all my store cards. 

 Who really cares whether they win?
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…look before you 
leap, weather the 
storm, laugh at life 
and never miss an 
opportunity.   
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SEASONALLY AFFECTED DISORDERS

MARCH: I will eat healthy food 

and fresh vegetables.

JULY: That’s fi ne in theory – noble, even 
– but, faced with the reality of a fried breakfast, 
half a grapefruit doesn’t really hold much of 
an attraction. And it’s worse at the circuit. I’m 
surrounded by food. Lots of food. Nice food. 
Deep-fried and smothered-in-
sugar food. If you really 
want me to eat healthily, 
then hiring a 
dessert chef 
was probably 
a bad idea.

MARCH: I will not apportion blame.

JULY: We win as a team and we lose as a team. 
But the problem is we also receive bonuses as a 
team, and anyone coming between me and a fancy 
widescreen plasma TV is going to get hurt. It’s all 
very well telling the outside world that we stand 
united, but it sets a 
dangerous precedent 
if people actually 
start believing it. And 
besides, being able 
to point the fi nger 
is one of my few 
remaining pleasures.

MARCH: I will drink alcohol only

in moderation.

JULY: Well, that was just 
silly, wasn’t it? Could you 
work here sober? It’s a 
long time since I came to 
work without a hangover, 
and frankly I’m worried that 
my body wouldn’t be able to 
handle the shock if I tried. 
Just thinking about it brings 
me out in a nervous sweat. 
And besides, there’s nothing 

wrong with a relaxing beer after 
a hard day’s work. I accept that 
the next 11 beers are possibly 
excessive, but surely recognising 

that is a breakthrough in itself.

MARCH: I will refrain from 

inter-departmental liaisons 

of an amorous nature, as these 

can only lead to disruption 

in the workplace.

JULY: Yeah, try saying that after 
11 margaritas when you’re chatting 
with the new girl in communications. 
She’s beautiful! She looks like Petra 
Nemcova crossed with a girl who 
would actually speak to me. How 
was I to know that she wanted 
me to marry her and move back 
to Kazakhstan to help run her 
grandfather’s yak-rendering 
business? Or that when I refused 
she’d set fi re to my trousers? 
And call my wife? 

MARCH: I will refrain 

from saying negative 

things about the 

car or its designers.

JULY: Look, it’s a dog – 
a dog with fl eas. Everyone 
knows it, and not saying 
this won’t magically make it 
a better car. We’ve tried that 
shark-fi n thing that worked 
on the Red Bull and we’ve 
redesigned the engine ‘for safety 
reasons’. We’ve even tried those 
winglets that look like a pelican landing 

on ice – these were designed, I might add, 

by the so-called technical director on 

the back of a beer mat, during a chat 

with a student hanging 
upside down from a 
pole in a Montreal 
‘gentlemen’s club’. 
That’s the only 
sort of pole he’ll 
see this year.

MARCH: I will strive for excellence 

in every area by working in harmony 

with my driver to maximise our points-

scoring potential.

JULY: Oh God, it’s so depressing. I’m 37 years old 
and have to defer to a spotty teenage brat whose 
daddy owns all the sugar in Ecuador. Last week 
I told the kid that he needed a couple of turns on 
the front wing – he told me I didn’t know anything 
about racing, went out, launched it into Becketts 
and took off in the general direction of the Milton 
Keynes Snowdome. Then he had the cheek to 
blame it on the set-up. Ok, maybe I shouldn’t have 
attacked him with that airgun, but really.

uly is already upon us and, as usual, the entire team have got the mid-season blues. 
There’s sulking, loathing, bad tempers and petty arguments. Melbourne is a dim 
and distant memory – Interlagos seems impossibly far away. Management have 
declared that if morale doesn’t improve, they’re going to impose fi nes. The team 

principal himself has cut out the self-help guide from his personal copy of Hello! magazine 
and stuck it to the garage wall – apparently the fi rst step on the road to a positive attitude is 
realising why everything feels so awful. At the start of the season you were asked to provide a 
statement of personal goals. You can’t remember what you wrote, because there were plenty of 
drinks on that plane to Australia, but now the team manager’s demanding a progress report…

Nine races gone and another nine to go. That can only mean one thing: the
mid-season blues. And it’s no wonder you’ve got them. After all, it started so well 
way back in March. You had a new focus, a new sense of purpose and some fresh 
ideas of how it was all going to be different. Here’s how it all went wrong...

MARCH: I will treat every destination 
as a chance to immerse myself in local 
culture, thus making each race a learning 
experience to enrich my existence.

JULY: I’m all in favour of cultural diversity, so 
long as it can be found between the circuit and 
the hotel, and can be viewed from the window of a 
speeding minibus. Anything more cuts into valuable 
pub time – unless being able to order beer in 
15 different languages counts as cultural 
enrichment. Actually, where am I? How 
am I supposed to immerse myself in local 
culture when I can’t even remember 
which country I’m in? The airport and 
hotels all look the same – I see the 
same people, the same uniforms, 
the same motorhomes. Seriously, 
where are we this week? Is it the 
one where it always rains or the one 
where all the fans wear big hats?

MARCH: I will run three laps of each track after work every day.
JULY: I can’t, it’s embarrassing. There are lots of fi t people from other teams and they’re all wearing Lycra. It isn’t natural. And it isn’t as though I didn’t try! I started the year with good intentions, but by the second corner at Albert Park I was gasping like a fi sh out of water. I had to stop and have a cigarette just to calm my nerves. If God had wanted us to run everywhere, he wouldn’t have invented Hertz, would he?



Halima Jarrodi

Laura Rehm
Anna Kraft

Verena Götz
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Marie Christen

Nadine Gerhardt

Nadine Riedmüller



A

Christian’s father tells Sarah Edworthy about his relationship with  
his son, and reveals why he’s better suited to racing than singing.

“We went to a local  
kart race in Hohenems so 
Christian could race for 

fun, and that was it; from then on racing was  his career.”

Tiny racer

14 15

They’re all at it, even McLaren during testing last week. 
The shark-fin has become the F1 fashion statement 
of the season. But with Honda opting for rabbit ears 

and Ferrari sporting a nosecone like a catfish, we reckon 
there’s more animal magic to come…
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Raise your stein and grab your wurst: it’s time to party, 
German-style. Think there’s nothing to do in Hockenheim 
apart from drink beer and eat rude-sounding sausages? 
Think again… entertainment is just a short drive away.

Don’t just sit in your hotel 
room – get out there and 
paint the town Red Bull!

Lichtenstein and Warhol prints decorate this 
funky restaurant, where parts of vintage cars 
also add to the atmosphere. Great Italian food 
and a laid-back vibe have kept this restaurant a 
popular part of Heidelberg’s social scene for 
more than 40 years – which probably explains why 
celebrities such as Neil Young and Steffi Graf 
have been spotted here. A fantastic drinks menu 
provides plenty of reasons to linger after dinner.

The best thing about this light, airy lounge bar is 
the huge metal sculpture of a three-legged horse 
outside, which towers over the outdoor seating 
area. The bar is open until 3am on Fridays and 
Saturdays, with a night menu of snacks and light 
meals available from 11pm-2.30am. Show them 
a copy of your Red Bull Nights Out guide and 
they’ll even make you a ‘special’ drink for free. 

Apparently this bar is the place to ‘see and be 
seen’ in Mannheim, with spectacular views over 
the city and a spacious sun terrace on the fifth 
floor. During summer, the venue also sets up a 
700-square-metre beach on the waterfont that’s 
open until 1am, complete with sand and palm 
trees. For details, see the venue’s website.

The latest place to party in Mannheim, clubRitzz 
opened in March and has been throwing parties 
ever since. Tonight is its official pre-race party, 
the ‘Red Bull Boxenstopp’, which means ‘Red 
Bull Pitstop’. We wonder if that means the staff 
produce a stopwatch to see if you can drink a 
can of Red Bull faster than the guy on the stool 
beside you? At least it will be free, if you show 
them a copy of your Red Bull Nights Out guide.



Carlo Vanzini

Philippe Rautnig
Alex Froewis

Sandra Oudin

WHO’S WHO?
Fascinating facts about some paddock regulars.
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One grand prix, two historic tracks, thousands of memorable events… Test your knowledge of 
Hockenheim and the Nürburgring with these questions on classic German GPs of years gone by.
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