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Who will be the main actress?!
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THE TWO CANDIDATES
FOR THE LEAD, AYUMI

HIMEKAWA AND MAYA
KITAJIMA ARE WAITING THEYVE ASCWT:"ELL\
BE MADE. A”__:\ SEARCH FOR

/) \z;-g;;¢’ N
///)))) AT
=\ N
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P

S THE NEXT WEEK BOTH OF

SO THEM WILL BE GOING TO

= THE COUNTRY OF PLUM
TREES, THE BIRTH PLACE

=

=

=

ﬁ¢’

OF THE CRIMSON GODDESS, EVERYONE IN
LOCATED IN THE NARA THE SHOWBIZ
1S LOOKING

DISTRICT, WHERE THEY WILL
FORWARD TO

GETTING A
PART IN THE

BE STUDYING UNDER

CHIGUSA TSUKIKAGE!
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YES
FATHER

CHIGUSA
TSUKIKAGE
WAS HIDING

FOR TWENTY

YEARS...

Hayami mansion




TO HAVE THE
PRODUCTION
CONTROLLED BY
THE ALL JAPAN
ACTING
ASSOCIATION,
WAS THIS
YOUR IDEA...

FATHER, YOU WERE THE
ONE TO TEACH ME THAT IF
YOU HAVE SOMETHING YOU

ARE AIMING FOR, YOU

SHOULD DO EVERYTHING

YOU CAN TO REACH IT...

ONE DAY
YOUR DREAM
WILL COME
TRUE
FATHER!

The crimson god-
dess... Pon't you
realize it, father?

For the erimson god-
dess you've changed
the path of your
destiny and followed
another road in life...

TO HAVE IT

PRODUCED BY

DAITO

THE DAITO ART
PRODUCTIONS T

FOUINDED!

I'VE DREAMT FOR
S0 LONG THAT I
WILL BE THE ONE

TO STAGE THE
CRIMSON
GODDESS. ..

oKay!
I SHALL WAIT
TO SEE WHAT
YOU ARE ABLE
TO PO.

AH! YOU ARE
RIGHT TO
PRETEND NOT
TO KNOW
MASUMI.




F Yeah, that day. .. when
o together with my wother,
| sef foot for the first time S

%
THIS 1S MY I
SON MASUMI. =
?
q
ITS A = /

7
—
PLEASLIRE - MY NAME IS AYA _; /
y
>

FUJIMURA AND
T%gxf.ﬂ FROM NOW ON I /
o A\ L SHALL LIVE IN THIS ,
HOUSE AS A MAID. / ~—
/ |
| was two
years old. | My father died falling
can’t remember from upper floor on a
his face. .. building site, by faking
a wrong step.
He worked as
a building site

supervisor.
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fj WHAT DOES e :isyé%
)| | TR —
LIVING?

DON'T LET
THE BOY
WANDER
AROUND.

~and | lived in
Y. a separate
building.

IT WOULD
SEEM HE HAS
LOTS OF BIG
COMPANIES.

; E ‘/,
_ _—>k K HE STARTED VARI-
|

WHEN HE WAS FOUR-
TEEN HE LEFT HOME,

OUS COMPANIES, CAME TO TOKYO, TRIED

BUT DAITO ART

FORTUNE ON |

_* \ THE STOCK | [ OUT VARIOUS POSSIBLE
[oato artl - PRODUCTION 1S MARKET BUSINESS AND HAD
gzl HIS MAN ACTIVITY. ;
1 PRODUC- ! FROM A SUCCESS!
‘ = YOUNG AGE.
TION? } o |
ol vz
\ /
. \ /
'\ YES! IT'S
..AND WHICH A COMPANY
OWNS VARIOUS  THAT PRO-
THEATRES AND DUCES
CINEMAS! PLAYS AND
FILMS...

FORMED A NAME-
LESS DELIVERY
AGENCY IN ONE

KNOWN NATION-

WIDE: DAITO




| wonder
what
could be
in that
roow...7

= THIS ROOM T HOLD

Ll SOMETHING VERY
ENT;?;EN THIS ALso  PRECIOUS, SO DON'T
MASUMI! MEANS YOU LET ANYONE IN.
’ DON'T HAVE
TO CLEAN IT.
§
Y
o
. )
YES
/ SIR.

/ P
/

!

\
REALLY
MASUM!! T jims MQQ/ Then one

TOLD YOU NOT

TOPLAYIN day.. A=r
THE MAN | b4 Il
HOuse! M ' | \\I )
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I TOOK A PEEK FORGIVE ME,
INSIDE AND SAW I...THE POOR
THE IMAGE OF WAS OPEN...

THAT BEAUTIFUL

/ YOU ARE A BRAZEN

YES. THE
N WOMAN IN THIS BRAT. EVEN YOU
PORTRALT IS HAVE BEEN EN-
{ THE CRIMSON TRANCED BY THE
A GODVESS, THE CRIMSON GODPDESS,

EH?

OF WHOEVER
SEES HER IS
ENRAPTURED,
TAKEN OVER
BY A STRONG




g- CALLED

LIKE NO

IT WAS  OTHER...
A VERY BEAU-
TIFUL PLAY....

7 PLAYED BY
HER IN- AN ACTRESS

TE
TATION CHIGUSA §
WAS ONE TSUKIKAGE. JHisF

% 3T
WA WP one vay 1 sHALL

Py
\ !
SV FIND HER AD T WILL
B | *\\\ ?i,‘\\' )y BRING BACK ON
W ) "§)/ .. STAGE THE CRIMSON
3 (’2' GODDESS.

SOME YEARS AGO CHIGUSA
WAS HIT ON HER FACE BY A

LIGHT SETTING THAT FELL
FROM THE CEILING AND SHE
HAD TO GIVE UP HER ACTING

\/ SINCE THEN SHE
DISAPPEARED. BUT
WHO KNOWS, MAYBE
ANOTHER ACTRESS
OF HER LEVEL WILL
7\ APPEAR ONCE AGAIN
: THESE DAYS...

WAS A PLAY THAT
WAS ACKNOWLEDGED
AS A MASTERPIECE

AFTER THE CLRTAINS
FELL MOST OF THE AU-
DIENCE WASN'T ABLE
TO GET UP FROM
THEIR SEATS.

AND THESE
ARE THE
PROPS SHE
USED ON

THIS WAS THE
OUTER LAYER OF
THE BRIDAL
KIMONO THE
CRIMSON GOD-




AN v I
7 BEING HERE I

HAVE THE

WHEN T LOOK
AT THEM, THE
PEACEFULNESS
OF THE CRIM-
SON GODDESS
OVERWHELMS

L

| FEELING THAT
B THE SHOW IS
— BORN ANEW...

...AND MAKES ME
REMEMBER, ONE
AFTER ANOTHER,
THE PLUM
SCENTED SCENES
OF HER INTER-
PRETATION...

AND NEVER
COME IN
HERE

2") AGAIN!

i

| =2




The crimson
goddess...

iyt Yes..That was
PR the first time
| heard about
the erimson

goddess.. Y|

AH, WHAT
WOULD
THIS BE?!
SLUDGE...

( 6 FERTILIZER.

s T

)‘} Y

4 %}.ﬂv FOR THE
!

2
v 7| GROWTH OF
o PLANTS.
g»@; y
/ N T,
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I WAS TAUGHT
THIS WHEN T

WAS LITTLE BY

- THE GARDENERS

The things that THAT CAME TO
el gt " o

we came in hand >
back then...
P

Yes...back then | was
really spoiled by the
various workers that
came to the Hayawmi

mansion...

T'LL GIVE
You A
HAND!

WHY DON'T YOu

ADOPT ONE OF OUR
CHILDREN, EISUKE-

YOU MUST THINK
ABOUT THE FUTURE.

BUT THE
SLUDGE THAT IS
FOLND ON THE AND DEAD LEAVES
LAKES'

IS THE BEST
FERTILIZER.

IT IS MADE BY COV-
ERING A MIX OF
STAGNANT WATER

AND LEAVING IT
BOTTOM | \KE THAT FOR A
WHILE.

EXACTLY! THE
SLUDGE FROM THE
LAKES IS RICH IN
NUTRIMENTS AND
IT'S LIKE A TREA-
SURE FOR THE
GARDENERS!

It seemed he
didn’t have

Nearing his forties, Hayami-
shi had already inexplicably
refused a lot of marriage
proposals and he continved
1o be single.

any infention
of getting
married...




IT WOULD BE MUCH
MORE CONVENIENT TO
HAVE A HEIR WHICH
SHARES YOUR
BLOODLINE, BROTHER!

WE REALLY SAY
THIS FOR YOUR
OWN SAKE!

Hayawi-shi had some

He was the son of his step brothers.
The hostilities with his father’s lover, and he left
father’s wife and his his vative Okayama at
brothers never ceased. the age of fourteen.
_ T DON'T
WHAT?! ARE YOU G0 Do INTEND TO
SAYING WE ARE NOT I MUST PUT GOVERNMENT 15 CHOOSE MY
TAKING THE IMPROVE- \ BUSINESS FIRST, ENFORCED BY A SUCCESSOR
MENT OF YOUR ENTER- BROTHER! BLOOTAINE 16 THE | \ ACCORDING
PRISES IN CONS/DER- ONE THAT WOLLD TO BLOOD
ATION?! BRING YOU PEACED RELATIONS.
EISUKE-KUN! }
l (o '%}‘M
X <) -~ =
~ (20
2 \ i ] 20 |

|

NOW IT'S NOT
THE TIME TO
TALK ABOUT

FAMILY PRIDE.

EISUKE-NIIsAN YOUR-

[PeTRUE  OELVES
THAT IN THE BROTH-
PAST WE HAD ERS:-.-

APTER THE
WAR THE :
HAYAMI FAMLLY / i
HAS FALLEN . . A
FROM IT5" BUT WE .
FORMER WERE ONLY

GLORY.




WHILE YOUR
COMPANY IS
PROSPERING

WOULDN'T
OUR HELP
BE USEFUL?

ALL THAT IS
LEFTFOR US .
15 THE NAME |
OF AN OLD AND |
HONORABLE
FAMILY.

BROTHER, NOW
YOU ARE THE
HONOR OF THE |
HAYAMI FAMILY! |

BY DOING THIS WE f
WILL BE REAFFIRM-
ING OLIR BROTHERLY
TIES AND IT WOULD
START NEW OPPOR-
TUNITIES FOR BUSI-

LET'S
LEAVE THE
PAST
BEHIND.

...WHAT A NEGATIVE
INFLUENCE FAMILY

WHAT RESULTS

IF YOU DON'T LIKE ey ?
BROUGHT IN?

YOUR CURRENT I'D LIKE YOU
POSITION YOU CAN TO TELL ME.

ALWAYS QUIT, MY
BROTHERS!

SAN! WE DIDN'T
MEAN...

you sTILL MITSU HAS COME
MAKE MY HUS- TO TOKYO AND ALL
BAND SELL YOU'VE GIVEN HIM
PRODUCTS IN IS THE MANAGE-
SOME SMALL MENT OF A SMALL
BUT EISUKE- REGIONAL SHOP.

YOU HAVE GIVEN
Us WORK IN SOME
SMALL SECTIONS
OF THE COMPANY
OUTSIDE THE MAIN
STREAM...

...WHILE THE

BEST JOBS IN
THE COMPANY
ARE TAKEN BY
PEOPLE THAT
ARE NOT EVEN
RELATED TO

\ , j .

\

o

f

OLUR LITTLE
BROTHER KANE-

SHOP!

i

/

TRAIN THEM
AS YOUR
SUCCESSORS!

LOOK BROTHER!
THESE CHILDREN MAY
BE USEFUL IN THE
FUTURE FOR DAITO!



THEN I
SHALL
TEST YOU.

YES! T'LL DO
WHATEVER YOU
ASK Me TO
UNCLE!

N ‘l!'lu-.{ iy,

eyt

N

I'D LIKE YOU
TO CLEAN IT.

ARE YOU OF
THE SAME
OPINION?

THE POND IN
THE GARDEN
IS FULL OF
MUD.




,_/\

THIS 1S ABSURD.
HOW COULD CHILDREN
SO SMALL BE ABLE TO
CLEAN THE POND? IT

WOLULD TAKE DAYS!

0 BROTHER,
SISTER,
KANEMITSU.

WHEN THE CHILDREN
WILL HAVE CLEANED
THE LAKE T SHALL
THINK ABOUT YOUR
OFFER.

\111772

PLEASE
TAKE NOTE
THAT
2::&_ THERE ARE
AL carps IN

THE
N LakE,,

THEM
BEING
INJURED!

I WANT TO SEE
WHAT CHILDREN THAT
SHARE MY BLOODLINE
ARE ABLE TO DO.

T
FATHER g

TOLD ME

DON'T LIE!
YOU WANT

ALL BY
YOURSELF!

IT




[ BUT BROTHER, ANY
KID WOULD HAVE
DONE THE SAME!

I'D SAY THAT
NOW IT'S

: RATHER LISE-

| LESS TO TALK
ABOUT MY

SUCCESSOR.

ONE HOUR
AND TWENTY
MINUTES...
YOU SHOULD
CONTINUE.

This pond...

IT WILL BE

CLEAN!

) A
N\ 2\ MOMMY!
2 )

X SPARKLING | 5+

WOULD YOU BE
ABLE TO CLEAN
THIS POND OF
ITS' MUD AND

MAKE 1T
CLEAN?




MASTER, T
CAN TAKE
AWAY THE
MUD FROM
« ,\ I SHALL BEGIN THE POND.
IMMEDIATELY.
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ALL THE SLUDGE
HAS BEEN TAKEN
AWAY. NOW ALL WE
HAVE TO DO IS FILL

BOY, WHY
DID YOU GO
TO THE GAR-




HE DIDN'T GET HIS

HE SOLVED THE
PROBLEM SATIS-
FYING BOTH PARTS
IN THE END...

HANDS DIRTY AND |

THE GARDENER TOLD
ME THAT THE
SLUDGE FROM A
POND IS A GREAT
FERTILIZER AND 1
JUST THOUGHT
THIS WOLILD WORK

...BY CLEANING
THE POND AND
MAKING THE
GARDENER
HAPPY!

'W'U]lll"l‘l l|]|”l”

o=l

If | think about it,
Hayawi-shi might have
- started to keep an eye



IT'S SURPRISING
THAT YOU ARE
NOT BLOOD

7 PRESIDENT.

/,

LATELY MASUMI-SAMA
/ HAS STARTED TO
7| ResemBLE you N
"\ YOUR YOUNGER DAYS,

MASUMI-
SAMA WAS
TOTALLY
DIFFERENT
WHEN HE
wisa |

CHILD. -

....WHEN You
ASKED ME TO
GATHER INFOR-
MATION ON

DO You
REMEMBER,
PRESIDENT...

JECTS HE IS
BEST AT ARE:
MATHEMATICS,

SCIENCE,

JAPANESE...

K\
Ay
kg s

- b 2




\,f
/
; HE HAS

A RATHER
HIGH 1IQ.

A DR
~
\ / HE IS RESPECTED.
/ AT THE CLASS
, / {| REPRESENTATIVE
5 I ELECTIONS IN THE
‘ SECOND HALF OF
/ I THE YEAR HE RE-
( ) : CEIVED 35 OUT OF
4 < 40 VOTES FROM HIS
4 > ~ : CLASSMATES,
HE LIKES < ¢ N />
TO BULD P % .
MNIATURES | =~
74 AND PLAY | h)
' BASEBALL. / 7
Q q \7 5
SN / YOU'RE
i kil HE 15 THE
/ BEST FROM
Ny S A REA. THEIR TEAM.
“) CHAMPION!
( Q

AUNTIE GIVE
us sOMe
TAIYAKI**

HE IS ATTEN-
TIVE WITH HIS
COLLEAGUES
AND EVERYONE
LIKES HIM.

*3 chome -something ke 3rd area, part of district.a way Japanese people divide a city and part

of an address. For wore information go http://www.columbia.edu/kermit/pestal htwl*fapan
**pancake shaped like a fish filled with red beans marmalade



THEN, TO
CELEBRATE, T'LL
GIVE YOU ONE
FOR EACH ON
THE HOUISE.

4 7 )
N N 1
/—’_"
FROM MY INVES- 72'2223‘5’?"'
TIGATIONS THERE THEY ARE
DOESN'T SEEM
FILLED WITH
TO BE ANY KIND
MARMAL ADE
OF PARTICLILAR EVEN IN THE
DISEASES IN HIS TAIL!
FAMILY.

/ )y;—"""—' I'D SAY THAT
8 MASUMI

FUJIMLIRA HAS

I THINK THAT  NO FLAWS FOR
THERE 15 NO ONE  THE MOMENT.

MORE SUITED TO
FULFILL YOUR

REQUIREMENTS.

WHEN I

WHEN T FOUND JOAE N
OUT ABOUT THIS THE WAR
T WAS MORE AT THE
OR LESS TROPICS
THIRTY. ...T CAUGHT AN
ILLNESS THAT
SINCE THEN it
T'VE NEVER
WANTED TO

GET MAR-
RIED
AGAN...



BUTI
NEED A
SUCCES-

AND HE MUST BE IS‘CJZ“N'.'T

A SUCCESSOR WAIT ANY
THATLVES UPTO | oNGER.

/ MY STANDARDS!
=N\
\&’\__. <S= QA\ :

=
I e >z

S
/B
\“15 y
X

e
IS DIFFERENT
FROM THE
< MASUMI-SAMA THE BOY BACK
% FROM TODAY, RIGHT THEN...
N 2%, PRESIDENT...?
/Z -
7 ol )]
TSR BHE v
UNFORTU- SHIORI-SAN! T AM =21 WHAT? IT"s
f NATELY HONORED BY SHIORI \ SHIORI-
MASUMI ISN'T YOUR VISIT! TAKA- SAMA...
HOME... MIYA...?! |

ezl
[T DOESN'T

|
| MATTER. T CAME
l HERE JUST TO
/  THE FLOWERS I GROW BRING THESE
( IN MY GREENHOUSE FLOWERS.
HAVE BLOOMED. THEY
ARE S0 BEAUTIFUL
THAT T WANTED TO

| BRING SOME FOR /
@
%

WIM TO SEE... ‘f/' w p,
»'I’A~. Loizy B
e ‘-'\y > 2 %
f@?" e

Al
Uavslareia
a0 §§ :

IN IMMEDI-
ATELY!

.




il

BUT HOW CAN
YOU STAND THE
IT CAN'T BE COMPANY OF
REALLY THAT  THAT UNSOCIAL
ENTERTAINING, SON OF MINE?
ALL HE MUST BE
SPEAKING OF
HAS TO BE

HE ALWAYS OH, IT'S
FINDS AN NOT LIKE
INTERESTING THAT
TOPIC!

OH! THEY ARE é
WONDERFUL!
OH, BUT -
NO... AND IT'S UN-
DOUBTEDLY e
THANKS TO YOUR
N LOVING CARE.

YOUR PRESENCE, SHIORI-

SAN, BRINGS LIGHT TO THIS

LINADORNED HOUSE WHERE ‘ O
ONLY BACHELORS LIVE! S

WOULD You
LIKE TO SEE
SOME
PHOTOS,
SHIORI-SAN?

OH, I'D
LOVE TO!

BUT...COULD You
TELL ME ABOUT
HIM WHEN HE

WAS LITTLE?

PROFESSOR
TANAKA'S
ASSISTANT

I WILL 8TAY OH!
HERE AND REALLY
LOOK 7
THROUGH THE

ALBUM.







What
. —
a serious s
look...

flgi
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In elementary

school, in junior
high and also in
..he doesn’t the senior years...
swile in any

of these




