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M y D ear Fr iend: 

I am your friend , your real friend , for I 
am trying hard to help you save your self 

from pitfalls which , I am sure , you do not full y realize 
ar e gap ing wide to swa llow you, th e vic tim. I approach 
this task ca utiousl y. Most peopl e are tender when ques­
tion ed as to their private lives but I know of no ot her 
way to assist you excep t to boldl y, but kindl y, bring 
th ese matters to your atte ntion . You have your free 
agency a nd ma y do as you ple ase. That is a God-giv en 
privil ege, but free agency mean s a lso responsibility. 
In grant ing such choice, the Lord did not waiv e penal­
ties , and it is an un a lterab le de cree that every man shall 
suffer or enjo y the due rewar ds of his deeds. 

The Prophets Weep 
Said J ac ob , " I know that the words of truth are hard 

against a ll uncl eanness; but the right eous fear th em not , 
for they love th e truth a nd are not shaken " (2 Nep hi 
9:40 ). 

Som e begin the ruinous practice of p erve rsio n 
throu gh curiosity and then become entangl ed in its 
tentacle s. Like oth er prophets, Neph i saw the trans ­
gressions of men and praye d continuall y over them: 

" .. . Mine eyes water my pillow by night , because 
of them . .. and I kn ow that th e Lord God wi ll con­
secrat e my pra yers for the gain of my peopl e." 

H e continues: 
"An d it speaketh hars hly aga inst sin , accord ing to 

the plainness of the truth; wherefor e, no man will be 
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angry at the words which I have written save he shall 
be of the spirit of the devil" (2 Nephi 33:3 - 5). 

Hope for the Homosexual 
For those just beginning in the practice of homo­

sexuality or those deeply entrenched, there is hope. 
The Lord has promised: 

"Therefore, whosoever repenteth, and hardeneth 
not his heart, he shall have claim on mercy through 
mine Only Begotten Son, unto a remission of his sins; 
and these shall enter into my rest" (Alma 12:34). 

And again: 
"Behold, he who has repented of his sins, the same 

is forgiven, and I, the Lord, remember them no more . 
"By this ye may know if a man repenteth of his 

sins - behold, he will confess them and forsake them" 
(D&C 58:42 - 43) . 
Sex perversion is a hidden menace at first but eventu­

ally undermines and destroys its victim something like 
the fallen tree: 

"Giant trees of the forest, lying low for no 
apparent cause, inspection discloses that under the 
bark out of sight an insect was making a hole no 
larger than a pin but cross-sectioning through the 
great giant. A weak link had thus been created and 
under some small pressure the giant went down and 
its weakness exposed. How like human life. Many 
men and women fair above board who seem from 
outward appearances strong, but who are tolerating 
secret weaknesses and practices, thereby creating 
weak links that may be their undoing , leaving an 
open door for the enemy to assault them." Anon. 
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Homosexuality Is Sin 
Next to the crime of murder comes the sin of sexual 

impurity as expressed in its many manifestations: 
adultery, fornication, homosexuality and related trans­
gressions. Man is created in the image of God and 
prostitutes his God-given powers and image in such 
practices. No amount of rationalization can really 
neutralize the pollution. The death penalty was exacted 
in the days of Israel for such wrongdoing. 

These practices are somewhat like the use of drugs, 
alcoholism, or other vicious habits that eventually take 
control of the person and make him slave, putting 
fetters on his wrists, rings in his nose, and chains on 
his feet. No man is free when manacled with such fet­
ters . These sins are forgivable and can be overcome if 
there is adequate restraint and repentance. There are 
those who tell you there is no cure for these sins and 
thus weaken your resolves and add to your frustration. 
They can be cured. They can be eventually forgiven. 
Your problem can be solved. 

There are two forces working with every individual ­
one is the spirit of evil, the powers of darkness with a 
desire to enslave and destroy. 

When Lucifer was expelled from the realms of God; 
" ... he became Satan, yea, even the devil, the father 
of all lies, to deceive and to blind men, and to lead 
them captive at his will, even as many as would not 
hearken unto [the Lord's] voice" (Moses 4:4). 

The Spirit Strives 
The other influence is the Spirit of the Lord striving 

to lift and inspire and build and save. If one lives all 
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of the commandm en ts of th e Lord , then he has th e 
power to withstand the temptations of th e devil. If he 
yields to th e ev il one, th en he ge ts weaker and weaker 
until he is unable to cope with th e strength of th e 
powers that afflict him . 

When on e commits evil, even in smaller degree, a 
guilt complex often settl es on him and th en usua lly he 
ceases praying, and the loss of communication with the 
Lord pl aces him even mor e in the pow er of the ev il one. 

Satan Desires to Seduce 
Satan de sires to enslave all mankind . Hi s pro gra m is 

to lead as tray all th e children of God. H e has boast ed 
th a t he will do thi s, and to thi s end he ha s devi sed and 
concocted every pl an im ag in ab le to dec eive and put 
fette rs upon us. 

Shak espe are has Banquo say to Macbeth: 
"But 'ti s stra nge; 
And oft entim es, to win us to our harm, 
The instruments of darkness tell us truths, 
Win us with honest trifles, to betra y 's 
In deepest con sequ ence:' 
(Macbeth- Act I, iii 122-26) 

Sift As Wheat 
Lu cifer is clever, he is experi enced, he is brainy. H e 

seeks to nullif y the work of th e Savior. Sim on Peter , the 
fir st apo stle , was not spared hi s ma chinati on. 

"An d th e Lord said , Simon, Simon , behold,Satan 
hath de sired to ha ve yo u , that he ma y sift you 
as wheat: But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith 
fail not. . . " (Luke 22:31-32). 
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Moses' Battle with Satan 
Recognizing the gre at potential for good in th e great 

Moses, Satan did all in hi s po we r to divert Moses and 
control him. This is a dr ama tic stor y. R ead th e first 
chapter of Moses in the P ea rl of Great Price. Note ho w 
Moses finall y conqu ered and ga ined asce ndanc y and 
thr ew off the shackles with which Sat an had hop ed to 
manacl e him . 

When the Lord said , "My sp irit shall not always 
strive with man ... " (Ge n . 6:3), this is not becau se th e 
Spirit is unwilling to striv e but because he is m ade so 
un welcom e. H e is willing to come to the rescue of any­
on e who reall y want s to be help ed, who will yield to 
assistan ce. But when a p erson pu she s the Spirit away 
and ignor es and puts out the 'unwelcome sign ,' eventu­
all y the Spirit of the Lord ceases to st rive with that 
individu a l. H e does not move away from th e individ­
ual ; it is the person who m oves away from the Lord. 
Th e tran sgressor may go far away but when he returns 
rep entant and in proper mood and attitude, there 
stands th e Lord read y to receive him . It is the perso n 
who created th e chasm and wid ened the gap. 
Perversion Is Forgivable 

"Come unto me, all ye that labor and a re hea vy 
lad en, and I will give you rest ... " (Ma tt. 11 :28) sa id 
th e Master . 

The Lord, hi s Church, a nd we, hi s lea ders, love yo u . 
Our Lord hates sin but still woos the sinner. He says: 

"For I th e Lord cannot look upon sin with the 
lea st degree of allowance; 

"Neve rth eless, he that repent s and do es the com-
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mandments of the Lord shall be forgiven; 
"And he that repents not , from him shall be taken 

ev.en the light which he has received; for my Spirit 
shall not always strive with man, saith the Lord of 
Hosts" (D&C 1:31-33). 

Satan Enticeth to Evil 
The great prophet Moroni has this to say: 

"Wherefore, all things which are good cometh of 
God; and that which is evil cometh of the devil; for 
the devil is an enemy unto God , and fighteth against 
him continually , and inviteth and enticeth to sin, 
and to do that which is evil continually. 

"But behold, that which is of God inviteth and 
enticeth to do good continually; wherefore, every 
thing which inviteth and enticeth to do good, and 
to love God, and to serve him , is inspired of God. 

"Wherefore, take heed , my beloved brethren , that 
ye do not judge that which is evil to be of God, or 
that which is good and of God to be of the devil" 
(Moroni 7:12-14). 
Definitely and positively these scriptures do apply 

to the homosexual as well as to the adulterer, the 
idolater, and the robber. Too often people do not apply 
the scriptures to themselves. 

"And wo unto the deaf that will not hear; for they 
shall perish. 

"Wo unto the blind that will not see, for they shall 
perish also" (2 Nephi 9:31-32). 

Jacob warns again: 
"And, in fine , wo unto all those who die in their 
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sins; for they shall return to God, and behold his face, 
and remain in their sins. 

"O, my beloved brethren, remember the awfulness 
in transgressing against that Holy God, and also the 
awfulness of yielding to the enticings of that cunning 
one. Remember, to be carnally-minded is death, and 
to be spiritually-minded is life eternal" (2 Nephi 9: 
38- 39). 

Should Accept Blame 
The gospel is summarized in the Articles of Faith 

one of which says, "We believe that men will be pun: 
ished for their own sins ... . " While environment and 
associations and training have an important part in 
persons' lives, every normal person is responsible for his 
own sins and may not blame them totally on others. In 
a circular from the Bank of Montreal, we read: 

" '!'he _time has come to grow up, and growing up 
consists m the main of bringing random impulses 
under control and coordinating hit-and-miss activi­
ties. The mature world, whether business, profes­
sional or technical has no use for you youths who 
enter it glorifying infantilism ... like a small child 
crying , 'Look at me ,' as he jumps off a six-inch step." 
Man can grow up and become mature and with the 

Lord 's help , be the master of his fate and the captain 
of his soul as Ernest Henley gave us in " Invictus " : 

"Out of the night that covers me, 
Black as the Pit from pole to pole, 
I thank whatever gods may be 
For my unconquerable soul. 
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It matt ers not how strait the gat e, 
How charged with punishments the scro ll, 
I am the mast er of my fate; 
I am the captain of my sou l." 

It Is Curable 
Now let us assur e you that you are not perman en tly 

trapped in this unhol y practi ce if you wi ll exert yo ur­
self. Though it is like an octopus with numerou s ten­
tacles to drag you to your tr age dy, th e sin is cur able 
and you may tot ally recov er from its ten tacl es. One 
of Satan's strong est weapons is to m ake the victim 
believe th e practic e incurabl e rega rdl ess of one 's effort. 
Lucifer is th e "father of all lies." 

Satan tells his v ict im s th at it is a natural way of life; 
that it is normal ; that pervert s are a different kind of people 
born 'that way' and that they cannot change. This is a base 
lie. All normal peopl e have sex urges and if they control 
suc h ur ges, the y grow strong a nd masterful. If they 
yield to their carna l desires and urg es, they get weaker 
until their sins get beyond control. 

"Th e knowl edge that homosexu ality can be effec­
tivel y tr ea ted mu st be mad e mor e generall y kno wn , 
to offset the effect of organized groups of homo­
sexua ls who would hav e society acc ept homos exu­
ality and relieve th em of the pressur e to und ergo the 
changes that ca n be effected through appropriate 
treatm ent. To per mit on eself to be convinced th a t it 
is incur a ble is th e defeat est a ttitud e. It can be over ­
come a nd th e case of difficult y of overcoming 
depend s largely upon th e strength or weakness of the 
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individu a l, th e d epth o f hi s entrenchment , the 
qualit y and qu antity of hi s desire and det ermina­
tion. " (Psychiatric Spectator, Vol. II No. 4- Jan . 1965) 
Many other authorities in the field have proclaimed 

that homo sexualit y, like forni cat ion , adultery , robbery, 
and other detestabl e sins is curable. 

Knowin g it can be overcome, th e Lord's Church 
make s th e a ppeal to repentance and ur ges a transfor ­
mation of life. Th e Church never menti ons punishm ent 
and penalti es except as a last resort when all appea ls 
and warnings are ignored. 

Another a uthorit y state s: 
"There is on e m ore cogent argument for retaining 

laws against hom osexualit y . Its practic e can and does 
break up fam ilies ; and the protection of the family is 
a legitim a te are a of legi slat ion . Rep ea l would imply 
an indi fference that society cannot afford. Until it 
finds a better way of di scour ag in g this pra ct ice, a 
statut e at leas t expr esses society 's di sap proval. " (Life, 
11 Jun e 1965) 

Dry Wells-Leaky Cisterns 
Jeremi ah wrote of sin : 

"For m y peopl e have committed two evil s; they 
have forsaken m e the fountain of living wat ers, and 
hewed th em out cisterns , broken cisterns , that ca n 
hold no water" Oer. 2: 13). 
Homo sexuality certain ly is a leaky cistern. It mea ns 

waste of power , an end to th e family and to the civiliza­
tion. On e generation of it wou ld depopulate th e world 
leaving it a dry well as Peter descr ibed. (R ea d 2 Pet er 2.) 
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Nephi indicated that the world 
" .. . shall be as a dr ea m of a night vision; yea, it 

shall be unto them, eve n as unto a hungry man 
which dream et h , and behold he ea teth but h e 
awaketh and hi s soul is empt y; or like unto a thirsty 
man which dr ea meth, and behold he drink eth but 
he awaketh and behold he is faint, and his soul hath 
appetite ... " (2 Nephi 27:3). 
There are people in this practice who are novices 

and have onl y attempted to satisfy curiosity. They can 
cleanse th emse lves with less difficulty, but those who 
persi st and let it become their obsession will have to 
struggle ha rder , yet all can overcome it. 

Point of No Return 
Some continue until , when th e changing gets diffi­

cult, they admit their inability to cope with it and yield. 
Th ey rationalize that the y are of another class of people ; 
that the L ord mad e them that way; that they cannot 
change. The pow erful Lucifer has had his day. He 
whispers into th eir ears: "This is no sin. You are no 
transgressor. I am no devil. Ther e is no evil one. There 
is no black - all is white for you." 

If you are on e who ha s yielded to the enticings of 
evil people and Lucifer, the " fath er of all lies," then it 
should begin to be evident to yo u that the furth er you 
go, the de eper you get. Today is the da y to make the 
change and reformation. 

Seek Help 
Are you ready to admit that you are a weak victim ­

the fetter ed ? If you cannot recover on yo ur own 
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decreasing pow er, you should th en seek help from your 
parents , your bi shop , or your sta ke pr esident and you 
can be helped , and you can recover, and you can become 
the man yo ur Heavenl y Father created you to be. 

No Hidden Sins 
. You might be able for a tim e to dece ive yo ur asso­

Ciates and leader s. But , you ca nnot lie to yourself nor 
to your Lord, for in spit e of all the rationalization, you 
know de ep in your heart what you are. You may be 
able t~ convince yo ur mind that it is not so wrong but 
d ee p m your heart you will always be un ea sy and 
unhapp y and kn ow th at your sin is vicious and bas e. 
Rememb er there are no rooms with such tight windows 
or such hea vy blinds that the Lord and his angels do 
not know what is going on . There are no corners so 
dark, can yons or hills or deserts so remote that can 
hid e your words and act s an d thoughts. They are known 
and reco~ded. The revelation speaking of the bearing of 
test1mom es states: 

'_'Nevertheles s, ye are bl essed , for the test imony 
which ye hav e borne is recorded in heav en for the 
angels. to look up~n; and they rejoic e over yo u, and 
your sms are forgiven you " (D&C 62:3). 
Heaven know s and nothing ca n be hidden. 

"And I saw the dead , small an d great, stand befor e 
God; and the books were op ened: and another book 
was op ened, which is the book of life: and the dead 
were jud ged out of th ose things which were written 
in the books, according to th eir works " (Re v. 20: 12). 
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Not e that judgm ent is not according to th eir wishes, 
nor to th eir int ents , nor wh a t their logic p rompt ed , nor 
what th eir rati onaliz a tion a llowed , but "acc ordin g to 
their works " done in mort a lity . 

Th e proph et Ezeki el stru ck it har d: 
" ... Son of man , hast th ou seen what the an cients 

of th e hou se of Israe l do in the dark , every man in 
th e ch a mb ers of hi s ima gery? for th ey say, Th e Lord 
seeth us not . .. " (Ezek. 8: 12). 
Wh a t are th e pictur es in your "ch a mbers of ima gery"? 

T her e is record ed like a continuin g tele vision pi cture 
all th e imag ery tha t passes through your mind . There 
a re tho se self-sty led intell ect ual giant s who seem to 
think that th eir pond ering s rank with th e thought s of 
the Lord. 

Opinion or Fact 
On e youn g man sought to pit hi s reasoning aga inst 

the thin gs I to ld him , saying, "Th a t is yo ur opinion 
and this is min e." Thi s caus ed me to say , "My dear boy, 
if it we re m y opini on a g ain st yo ur s, I wo uld h a ve 
nothin g mor e to say. As an indi vidu a l my mind mi ght 
be dull compar ed to yours; my thoughts might be ele­
mentar y comp ared with your erudit e on es, but you 
have forgott en a ba sic truth . I am not expr essing my 
thought s onl y. Wh en I say this is sin, I am qu ot ing 
the Cr eator of the world . Truth is truth and needs no 
eloqu ent tongu e nor brillian t brain to port ra y it. You 
are using th e logic of one mind , however keen it mi ght 
be; I a m expre ssin g th e truth s of God as int erpret ed by 
six thou sand years of the Lord 's prophets in addition 
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to the Lord , himself , the Christ, th e Savior, the Creator, 
the R edeem er . Wh y do you continue to 'kick against 
the pricks '"? 

Rationalization 
If ten million rationali sts combine to find out a 

truth, they can nev er, worlds without end , find a truth 
unl ess the y follow the path of truth . If the y parall el 
the Lord 's truth with th eir own , that is excell ent . But 
if th ey counter th e Lord's basic truths , the mor e they 
rationaliz e, the farther th ey will get awa y on th e di verg­
ing lines. 

M en oft en need to be humbl ed . Isaiah pr edi cts it : 
"And the m ean man shall be brought do wn , and 

th e mighty man shall be humbled, and th e eyes of 
th e loft y shall be humbl ed . 

"Wo unto th em that call evil good a nd good evil , 
th a t put darkn ess for light , and light for darkness , 
that put bitter for sweet , and sweet for bitt er! 

"Wo unto th e wise in their own eyes and prudent 
in their own sight! " (2 Nephi 15:15, 20-21 ). 

"Gird up now th y loins like a man; for I will 
demand of the e, and answer thou m e. 

"Wh ere wast thou wh en I laid the found ations of 
th e earth ? decl are, if thou ha st und erstandin g. 

" . ... Or who shut up the sea with doors? . . . Hast 
thou command ed the mornin g since th y days; and 
caused th e dayspring to know his place ? ... Have th e 
gat es of death been op ened unto th ee? . . . Wh ere is 
th e wa y wher e light dwelleth ? .. . H a th th e rain a 
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father? or who hath begotten the drops of dew? Out 
of whose womb ca me the ice?" (See Job 38.) 
Then I said to this young man , "You ar e brilliant . 

Us e your brains to think and ponder and explor e but 
nev er presume 'to counsel yo ur God ' and don 't pr esume 
to call b lack white ju st becau se you think it so . Do not 
presume to change vital, basic eternal truths. The truth 
is truth regardle ss of all accumul a ted opinions arrayed 
against it . Sin is sin, the devil to the contrary. Ratio ­
nali zat ions cannot change it . Lif e is eternal. God is at 
th e helm . Be sure you are alwa ys found on th e Lord 's 
side. 

Alma asked: 
"Or do ye imagine ... th at ye can lie unto the 

Lord .. .. 
"Or otherwi se, can ye imagin e yourselves brought 

before the tribunal of God with your sou ls filled with 
guilt and remors e, having a rem embrance of a ll your 
guilt, yea, a perfect rem embrance of all your 
wickedness .. . ? 

" I say unto yo u , can ye look up to God a t that 
da y with a pur e hea rt and clea n hands ? . .. 

" .. . there ca n no man be save d except his gar­
ments are washed white; yea, his garments must be 
purified until th ey are cleansed from all stain, 
through the blood of him of whom it has been spoken 
by our father s, who should come to redeem hi s people 
from their sins" (Alma 5: 17- 19, 21). 
And, men mu st remember that their thou ght s as 

well as their acts condemn them or glorify th em. Presi -
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dent Jo seph Fielding Smith often quot ed the following 
verse: 

Sow a thought, reap an act , 
Sow an act, reap a habit, 
Sow a habit , reap a character, 
Sow a charact er, reap an eternal destiny. 

Sin Cannot Be Covered 
Is any man so naiv e spiritually that he would think 

he could hide himself from God and from himself? 
When the Lord said unto Cain , "Wh ere is Abel thy 
broth er?" do you think the Lord was merel y asking 
for information ? He knew where Abel was, and he knew 
what had happened to Abel. And then he said to the 
guilty one, "What hast thou don e?" The Lord kn ew 
well. Th e Lord know s everyt hing th at goes on in auto­
mobil es, in bedrooms , in public re st rooms, and in dark 
corners. One cannot hid e hi s perv ersion any more than 
Cain could hide his murd er. And every soul will some 
day answer as did Ca in. Read this story again in 
Gene sis, Chapter 4. 

When Ananias and Sa pphira bro ught in th eir con­
tribution toward communal living of the early-day 
Saints, 

"Pete r said , Ananias, why hat h Sa tan filled thine 
heart to lie to th e Holy Ghost ... ? 

" ... why ha st thou conceived this thing in thine 
hea rt ? thou ha st not lied unto men , but unto God " 
(Acts 5 : 3- 4 ). 
It is recor ded: " ... a nd those who a re not pur e, and 

have said they were pur e, shall be destroy ed, saith the 
Lord God" (D&C 132 :52). 
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Now if you are one who has been deeply entre nched 
and ha s given up the fight and has rationalized and 
convinced him self that this perverted program is an 
honorabl e way of life , you should now make the supe r­
human effort to rid yourse lf of your ma ster , the devil, 
Satan - he is not your friend but your bitterest enemy . 
He will promise you what you want to have but will 
never tell you the conse quences. 

When Repentance Is Impossible 
So lon g as the Spirit of the Lord is striving with you, 

there still is hope. But when you reach the point where 
you justify yourself, sear over your conscience, pretend 
it is not sin, admit that yo u are licked and that you can­
not overcome it-that is the sad day . When one so far 
succumbs that he says, "This is the way I wish to live. 
Here I find my satisfac tions. I commit no immoralit y. 
I will not change," then the tra gic moment has come. 
When one says, "I am different. God made _me this way. 
My parents are to blame. My upbrin ging was respon­
sible," certain ly, he has arrived at a pitiable place. We 
speak of the point of no return. That is the place of 
greatest tragedy. God made no man a pervert. To blame 
a weakness and transgression upon God is coward ly . 

James sa id : 
"Let no man say when he is tempted, I am 

tempt ed of God: for God cannot be tempted with 
evi l, neither tempteth he any man: 

"B ut every man is tempted, when he is drawn 
away of his own lust, and enticed. 
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"T hen when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth 
sin: and sin, when it is finished , bringeth forth death 
[spiritual death] " Oames 1:13-1 5). 

Dens of Vice 
Pure logic also outlaw s this practice. The world can­

not survive through this ugly practice. Imagine, if you 
can, the total race skidding down in this practice like 
Sodom did - no more marriages, no more children, no 
more family life-just one generation of gratification 
of lusts and the end. Imagine, if you can, the whole 
society accommodating its standards to this low level: 
the lawmakers rescindin g laws against such sin , the 
public sentiment accepting t he perversion so that 
neither judge nor jur y nor law-enforceme nt officers 
could protect society. Can you imagine the voices of 
the ever decreasing righteous being sti lled, and the 
ever increasing volume of those who love and live the 
lie. Where would the world go if such a practice bec ame 
general? The answer: To the same place other unbridl ed 
civilizations have gone. If you have thought that down 
the lin e to its certain conclusion, you have Gomorrah 
and you have Sodom. 

Rome , Jerusalem, and Babylon followed, and 
London , Paris , and Chicago are in their steps. 

Is man created that h e might gratify his urges, 
desires, passions and lusts, or are such given as a part 
of his life to be controlled and used in proper ways 
for proper purposes. 

17 



Multiply-Replenish 
From th e beginning , the Lord has comm and ed man­

kind to multipl y and repleni sh th e ea r th and subdue 
it. And from th a t da y until no w, th e proph ets have 
denoun ced a nd cond emn ed an y of the unn a tural and 
improp er pract ices that make multipl ying impossible 
and kill th at which is the b asis of tru e civiliza tion - the 
hom e and famil y . 

Many men in this practice , condi tioned against 
marria ge , have u sed as excuse that m arr iage has failed. 
Cer tainl y, num erou s marriag es have no t meas ured up. 
Div orce has pr ove d the weakn ess and selfishne ss of 
man . But eve n if 99 percent of a ll ma rriag es fail ed , the 
prin cipl e is still right , for as Paul sa id , "Ne ither is the 
m an withou t the woman , neith er th e woman without 
th e ma n , in th e Lord " (I Cor. 11: 11 ). 

"T her efore shall a man leave hi s fa th er a nd his 
moth er , a nd shall cleave unt o hi s wife, a nd th ey shall 
be one flesh " (Abraham 5: 18). 

And thro ugh mod ern revelation, th e Lord says: 
"Th ou sh a lt love thy wife [hu sband] with all thy 

heart , a nd sha lt clea ve unto her [him] a nd non e else" 
(D&C 42 :22) . 
If yo u are deepl y entrenched in thi s perversion , you 

may ha ve set as ide temporaril y yo ur fa ith and your 
beliefs a nd may have cru shed them in to the ground 
with you r heel, but you ar e not th rough with them 
for you know tha t ev il is evil no matt er how mu ch it is 
cov ered wi th suppos edly sweet topp ings. 

Th e fact th a t you cannot in pr aye r ask th e Lord 's 

18 

blessin gs on such an act is it self eloquent eviden ce of 
the evil in this practi ce. 

Ta lking to hi s son Co rian to n , Alm a proclaims: 
"N ow , the de crees of Go d a re unalt erabl e; th ere­

for e, the way is pr epared th a t whosoeve r will may 
wa lk th erein and be save d . 

" ... Behold I say unt o yo u , wickedne ss never was 
ha ppiness" (Alma 41: 8, 10). 
Th e Lord said in our own day : 

"F or I, the Lord , h ave decreed . .. that inasmu ch 
as any man ... sha ll be found a transgressor , . .. he 
sh a ll be cursed in hi s life .... 

"F or I , the Lord , am not to be mo cked in th ese 
things .. . " (D&C 104:5 - 6). 

Man Can Curse Himself 
Now , you should rememb er th a t the Lord do es not 

genera lly do the cur sin g. Ma n curses him self. If he 
br ea ks a natural law, he su ffers. If he drops off the ship 
in midocean, he drown s. If he jumps off a high cliff 
or a skyscraper, he destro ys hi s body and ends his mor­
ta l life. If he swallow s poison, he p ay s the pen a lty. If 
he inh a les too mu ch gas, hi s body die s. If he smok es 
long a nd con stantl y, he may suffer lun g can cer. Th e 
Psa lm s agree: 

"Fo ols becau se of th eir tran sgression , and beca use _ 
of th eir iniquiti es, a re a fflicted " (Psalm 107: 17). 
Man brings on hi s own cur ses. T he law of retributi on 

is sur e. N o one is sm art , clever , nor cunning enou gh to 
mi ss th e eventual pen a lti es th at come from breakin g 
laws. He may hide for awhil e ; he may deceive for a 
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time ; he may come to think he is getting by with his 
perfid y, but the day comes when he "shall be holden 
with the cord s of his sins" and when he mu st account 
for every word and ac t and thought. The Lord himself 
said with emphasi s: 

" ... every idl e word [ and this would includ e act 
and thought] that men shall spea k, they sh a ll give 
acco unt th ereo f in the d ay of judgment " (Ma tt. 
12:36). 
And in our own day, the revelation reads : 

"A nd the rebe llious shall be pierced with much 
sorrow; for the ir iniquities shall be spoken up on the 
hou setops , and th eir secret acts shall be revealed" 
(D&C 1:3). 
Those who tell you that your sin can be kept secret, 

lie to you. Regardl ess of what th ey make you think , you 
will give account of your every evi l act and thought. 

Homo sexualit y had gone "und ergro und " beca use of 
social pressures, but is now tr ying to impre ss the public 
to make this vicious sex life acceptable. Society as it 
degenera tes might skid down th e hill toward acceptance 
of the sin , but the Lord and hi s true Church will never 
condone these sexu al sins. God is the same yester da y, 
tod ay, a nd forever. 

In the Nephite reco rds , we have this verse: "For 
every man receiveth wages of him whom he listeth to 
ob ey ... " (Alma 3:27). 

And Jesus procl a im ed , "Whosoever committeth sm 
is the serva nt of sin" Oohn 8:34). 
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This is easy to den y in words , but if you have yielded 
long enoug h , yo u kn ow we ll th at yo u hav e been 
"hook ed. " You ha ve lost your free agency. You do the 
biddin g of your m aster. Do you revel in the thought 
that you are in ugly servit ude? If you have giv en up 
and cannot express your will , then boost up your cour­
age, and seek for help . If you still have some vestige of 
self-control and self-will , then act a t onc e befor e you 
are totally conquer ed. 

Paul said, "Ye are bought with a price; be not ye 
the servant s of men" (1 Cor. 7:2 3) . 

You are in abject bondag e, a serva nt compelled to 
the will of your mast er , the devil , Lu cifer, Satan, if you 
persi st in sin. Ye are children of whom you obey; is 
your father the Devil ? (See John 8:44.) 

When fruit is rip e, it falls to th e gro und and rots. 
When man is ripe in sin , his traged y finally catch es up 
with him . 

Repent 
Th e Lord is specifi c: 

"T herefore I command you to repen t-rep ent , lest 
I smite you by the rod of my mouth, and by my 
wrath ,and by my anger,and your sufferings be sore­
how sore you know not , how exq uisite you kn ow 
not , yea, how hard to bear you kn ow not. 

"For behold , I , God, have suffered these things 
for all, that the y might not suffer if they would 
rep ent ; 
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"But if they would not repent they must suffer 
even as I; 

"Which sufferin g caused myself, even God , the 
greatest of a ll, to trembl e becau se of pain , and to 
ble ed at every por e, and to suffer bo th body and 
spirit-and would that I might not drink the bitter 
cup .. . " (D&C 19: 15- 18). 
Now, this is no myth. T he Lord suff ered grea t 

ago nies - m enta l, ph ysica l, an d spiritu a l. H e was 
ab and one d by his frien ds. H e was ignored an d ca lled 
viciou s na mes. He wa s sla pp ed and beaten an d abu sed. 
He was spat upon. Eve r y indignity that co uld be 
impos ed upon him came from those for whom he was 
abo ut to di e. An d then th ey cru cified him , and he 
suffered the most terr ible death one could imagine ­
excru ciat ing pai n from th e nails , an d th e drainin g 
blood, the fever, th e thirst , none of which cou ld be 
imagin ed full y by any of us . 

The Lord makes clear a vita l tru th : "M y blood shall 
not cleanse th em if th ey he a r me not " (D&C 29: 17). 

Th e Prophet Sa mu el put fea r into heart s as he said: 
"But behold , your da ys of probation are pa st; ye 

hav e pro cra stinate d the day of your salvation until 
it is everla stingly too lat e, and your destru cti on is 
mad e sur e; yea, for ye h ave soug ht all the days of 
your lives ... for ha pp ines s in doin g iniqu ity , which 
thing is contrar y to the nature of that righteou sness 
which is in our great and Ete rnal Head " (Hel aman 
13 :38 ). 
Men a nd wo men were not create d to sat isfy their 

lusts. O nly controlled passion und er prop er cir cum-
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sta nces should be a part of one 's life. There is no place 
for indiscriminate loosene ss. 

Will Forgive 
Now, the gloriou s thing ab out the whol e matt er, as 

stated above , is th at the Lord will forgiv e when repen ­
tance is sin cere and sufficient . The scriptur es are as full 
of those assurances as the y are of com m ands to repent. 
God is good. He is ea ger to forgive. He wa nt s his chil­
dren to perf ect th emse lves and maintain tota l contro l. 
But the rep entance cannot be hal f-hea rt ed -it mu st be 
total. (Read Revelations 2: 17, 3:3 - 4, 3: 12; 3: 17- 19.) 

And the R evelator John said further: 
" ... Th ese [arr aye d in whit e robes] ar e the y wh ich 

came out of great tribulation, and ha ve washed their 
robes , and mad e them white in the blood of the 
Lamb . 

"Th erefore ar e they before th e thron e of God, and 
serve him day and night in his templ e: a nd he that 
sitt et h on the thron e shall dwell a mon g them " (Rev. 
7: 14-15). 
Wh en one has was hed his robe s in th e blood of the 

Lamb, he is no lon ger soiled. 

Dependable Counselors 
Fal se counselors have no love for you but want only 

what you mi ght be ab le to do for them. If such perso ns 
hav e co nvin ce d yo u th at this way of livi ng is not 
degenerate, then th ey are likely degenerat e them selves 
a nd are in rea lity you r wor st enemi es. 

Isai a h ask s: 

23 



"And what will ye do in the day of visitation, and 
in the desolation which shall come from far? to 
whom will ye flee for help? and where will ye leave 
your glory? (Isa. 10: 3). 
Think for yourself what would these persons do for 

you should you suddenly fall victim to an incurable 
disease. Suppose your body shriveled; suppose you 
could no longer satisfy sexually; suppose you could no 
longer be "used." How long would the alleged friend­
ship and this distorted so-called "love" last? 

Suppose you lost your reason . Would vicious men 
still want you? To whom would you flee? Where would 
you find your real friends? When you are old and 
wrinkled and undesirable, will anyone who has defiled 
you pick you up and nurse you and provide for you? 
In troublous times, men are usually grateful to have 
parents and wives and children bound to them by 
loyalties and deep-rooted affections. Will your sin­
mates meet those situations? 

These unnatural practices are not of God-they are 
of the devil, the master liar and deceiver who laughs as 
he rattles his chains when he has deceived a person. 

Even if your partner in sin should be a psychiatrist, 
a medical man, a psychologist, and if he teaches that 
these immoralities are harmless, he is either deceived 
or a vicious deceiver. Shun him. 

"O that cunning plan of the evil one! 0 the vainness, 
and the frailties, and the foolishness of men! When they 
are learned they think they are wise, and they hearken 
not unto the counsel of God, for they set it aside, sup-
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posing they know of themselves, wherefore, their wis­
dom is foolishness .... And they shall perish" (2 Nephi 
9:28). 

You may have tried to convince yourself against 
the Gospel and the Church. Naturally, your testimony 
wanes and nearly expires like embers in a furnace when 
you are breaking all the laws. For " whom we serve, 
we love," and "whom we disobey, we hate ." When you 
cease praying to God, that does not exterminate God. 
When you hide your head in the sand like the pro­
verbial ostrich, the world does not cease to exist. When 
you pretend to disbelieve, you have changed nothing 
but yourself. Lies are still lies; truths are still truths; 
sins are still sins; enemies are still enemies; and friends 
are still friends. You are smart when you can distin­
guish between your friends, who will go all out to help 
you restore yourself, and your enemies, who will do 
all in their power to debase you and defile you . 

So long as you tolerate this "gay world" and its 
degenerate people, you are in a very desperate situation 
and you are playing with fire just like a child who might 
be pounding a bomb with a hammer. 

Nephi continued: 
"And wo unto the deaf that will not hear; for they 

shall perish. 
"Wo unto the blind that will not see; for they shall 

perish also. 
"Wo unto the uncircumcised of heart, for a knowl­

edge of their iniquities shall smite them at the last 
day. 

25 



"Wo unto the m who commit whoredoms, for they 
shall be thrust down to hell. 

"And, in fine, wo unto a ll those who di e in their 
sins; for they sha ll return to God, and behold his 
face, and remain in their sin s. 

"O, my beloved brethren .... Do not say that I 
have spoken hard things against you; for if ye do, 
ye will revile aga inst the truth; for I have spoken 
th e words of your Maker ... " (2 Neph i 9:31-33, 36, 
38, 40). 

Remember: 
" ... Men are free according to th e flesh .... And 

they are free to choose liber ty and eterna l life, 
through the great mediation of a ll men , or to choose 
captivity and death , according to the captivity and 
power of the devil; for he seeketh that a ll men might 
be miserable like unto him self " (2 Nephi 2:27). 
Now, my broth er, you may burn this lett er with 

your hands , but it will never be burned out of your 
heart, nor your mind. You may deny God in words 
and in actions but you can never erase him from your 
sou l, having once known and testified numerous tim es 
of him. You may deceive yourse lf and rationalize that 
life is for fun and sex and pleasure and gratification of 
the baser desires, but you will never totally believe it 
down deep in your he art. 

You hav e your free agency. It may be that you will 
con tinue with your transgressions and further defile 
yo ur body. You may frustrate your mind, but you must 
remember: the law of retribution is as sure as is life. 
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No one will ever "get by " with anything. He will answer 
for his every act, thought, and word eventually. 

You a lso know deep in your heart that the Church 
and the Lord have no ulterior motives-the only desire 
being for th e restoration of you, yourse lf, a son of God, 
made in his image. This letter is written with a prayer­
ful hop e that you will listen and study and pray and 
return, for th e Lord says, If you will return to m e, I will 
return to you (see 3 Nephi 24:7). 

Forgiveness 
What can be compared to your losing your Ch urch 

membership, your priesthood, yo ur blessings, your soul? 
They might never be restored to you. Men who die may 
live again, but when the sp iritual deat h is tota l, it were 
better that such a man were never born. 

Now , you may move away and hide yourself from 
the law and the Church, but like Cain, you can never 
hide from you rself , your con scien ce, or from God. 
Today is the day to "turn about face." Whether you 
know that the live wire is there or not makes no differ­
ence in the result. If you touch th e high power lin e, 
you will be in agony and likely di e. 

Whether or not you believe these scriptures or the 
things written above, they are still true and will ever 
be a testimony against you. 

Now, my dear friend, may I implore you to consider 
seriously all that h as been written. Homosexuality and 
like practices are deep sins. They can be cured; they can 
be forgiven. Remember, the Lord loves you; the Church 
loves you . We are most anx iou s to assist you. The Lord 

27 



lives. The Church is divine. God is unchangeabl e. He 
is the same yesterday, tod ay, and forever. His basic 
doctrin es are unchan geabl e. Sin is still sin a nd a lways 
will be. It wi ll not chang e. Soc iety might relax in its 
expect at ions. It may accept impropri et ies, but that does 
not mak e them right and app roved . Tota l tra nsforma­
tion in ideal s, standards, act ion s, thoughts, and pro­
grams ca n clea nse you. 

In Summary 
REMEMBER: 

Hom osexualit y CAN be cured if the battle is well 
organized and pursu ed vigorous ly and con tinuously . 

Homosexuality, like other seriou s sins , CAN be for­
given by the Church and the Lord if th e repentance 
is total , a ll-inclusive, and continuous . 

Hom osexualit y is not the fault totally of family 
conditions . Every normal person must answer for his 
own sms. 

God did not mak e men evil. He did not make peop le 
" that way." 

Th e bishop has power an d resources far beyond 
secular training (see D&C 46:27). 

Satan will continu e to thwart a ll efforts to change 
a life (see Luk e 22:31 - 32). 

Pra ye r is most import a nt in recovery (see Luke 
22:46). 

Scripture rea ding provid es a clea n atmo spher e. 
ABANDONMENT of perso ns, places , things, and 

situations that have been associated with the transgr es­
sion is vita l. Substitut ion of goo d for bad is the answer 
(see Luk e 11:21- 26). 
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Rememb er al so, if you repent , the 
" .. . burden shall be taken away from off th y 

sho uld er, and hi s yoke from off thy neck , an d th e 
yoke shall be destro yed ... " (2 Nephi 20:27). 
vVe urg e you to talk with your par ents, your stak e 

pr esid ent , or your bishop an d help will come. Ha vin g 
rea d this lette r, yo u wi ll neve r in time nor eternity for­
get it , nor its message totally. Th e Lord will bl ess you 
for every effort you mak e. Ma y his peace eventua lly 
com e back into you r soul. 

Our kind wishes . 

~ 
Pre side nt Spencer W. Kimball 

Hi storic a lly, homose xualit y is condemned by th e 
prophets. 

See: 
Leviti cus 20: 13, 15 
Rom ans 1 :26-2 8 
Matthew 19:12 
Ezeki el 18:21- 23 
2 Nephi 33:3- 5 
Mo ses 4:4 
D &C 1:31- 32 
2 Nephi 9:31- 34 
2 Peter 2: 17 
Re vela tion 20: 12 
2 Nep hi 15: 19-21 
2 Nephi 20:33 
Acts 5 :3- 4 
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Psal m 107: 17 
Deuteron omy 23: 1 7 
Matthew 18:8- 9 
1 Ne phi 3:7 
2 Neph i 9:40 
D &C 58:42 - 43 
Matthew 11 :28-30 
M oroni 7:12- 14 
J ere miah 2: 13 
D &C 62:3 
2 Nep hi 15: 15 
J ob 38, 39 
Genesis 4 



Abraham 5: 18 
D&C 104:5- 6 
Leviticus 18:22 
I Corinthians 6:9 
John 8:11 
2 Nephi 9:40 
Alma 12:34 
Revelation 3:20-21 
D&C 1:33 
2 Nephi 9:38-39 
2 Nephi 27:3 
Ezekiel 8: 12 
2 Nephi 20: 15 
Alma 5: 17- 21 
D&C 132:52 
D&C 42:22 
Revelation 3:4-5 
Revelation 7:13- 15 
Alma 3:27 
2 Nephi 9:20-28 
2 Nephi 10:23 
Mosiah 16:11-12 
Alma 3:26-27 
D&C 19: 15- 18 
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Jame s 1:13- 15 
Alma 41:5 - 10 
Matthew 12:30 
D&C 1:3 
John 8:34 
D&C 18:6 
Revelation 2: 17 
R evelation 3: I 7- 19 
2 Nephi 20:3 
2 Nephi 9:29 
2 Nephi 2:27 
Ether 2:15 
2 Nephi 20:27 
Psalm 1:7 
1 Corinthians 7: 23 
D&C 18:11 
H elaman 13:38 
Revelation 3: 12 
Jeremiah 50:6 
2 Nep hi 26:22 
2 Nephi 9:31-38, 40 
Mosiah 26:35- 36 
Moroni 9:4 
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