






YOUR MISSION, IF YOU CHOOSE TO ACCEPT IT, 

IS TO DEVISE A 5-10 MINUTE PERFORMANCE   

ON IDEAS AND NOTIONS OF  

PERFORMING THE POSTHUMAN 

THE FOLLOWING PDF CAN BE USED FOR 

INSPIRATION AND POINTS OF DEPARTURE 

BUT YOU ARE BY NO MEANS LIMITED TO 

THE FOLLOWING EXAMPLES. 

 



‘A cyborg is a cybernetic organism, a hybrid of 
machine and organism, a creature of social reality 
as well as a creature of fiction. Social reality is lived 
social relations, our most important political 
construction, a world-changing fiction. The 
international women's movements have 
constructed 'women's experience', as well as 
uncovered or discovered this crucial collective 
object. This experience is a fiction and fact of the 
most crucial, political kind. Liberation rests on the 
construction of the consciousness, the imaginative 
apprehension, of oppression, and so of possibility. 
The cyborg is a matter of fiction and lived 
experience that changes what counts as women's 
experience in the late twentieth century. This is a 
struggle over life and death, but the boundary 
between science fiction and social reality is an 
optical illusion.’ 
 
http://www.egs.edu/faculty/donna-
haraway/articles/donna-haraway-a-cyborg-
manifesto/ 
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‘Many Moons – Offical Short Film’ 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LHgbzNHVg0c 
 
Cybergirl, droid control 
Get away now they trying to steal your soul 
Microphone, one stage 
Tomboy, outrage 
Street fight, bloody war 
Instigators, third floor 
Promiscuous child, broken dream 
STD, quarentine 
Heroin user, coke head 
Final chapter, death bed 
Plastic sweat, metal skin 
Metallic tears, mannequin 
Carefree, night club 
Closet drunk, bathtub 
White house, Jim Crow 
Dirty lies, my regards 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LHgbzNHVg0c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LHgbzNHVg0c


http://rhizome.org/editorial/2013/dec/17/mundane-afrofuturist-manifesto/




https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E5yuJC0j8iM 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E5yuJC0j8iM


An overman as described by Zarathustra, the main character in Thus Spoke 
Zarathustra, is the one who is willing to risk all for the sake of enhancement of 

humanity. In contrary to the ‘last man’ whose sole desire is his own comfort and is 
incapable of creating anything beyond oneself in any form. This should suggest that an 

overman is someone who can establish his own values as the world in which others 
live their lives, often unaware that they are not pregiven. This means an overman can 

affect and influence the lives of others. In other words, an overman has his own 
values, independent of others, which affects and dominates others’ lives that may not 

have predetermined values but only herd instinct. An overman is then someone who 
has a life which is not merely to live each day with no meanings when nothing in the 
past and future is more important than the present, or more precisely, the pleasure 

and happiness in the present, but with the purpose for humanity. 
 

In Nietzsche’s view, an overman should be able to affect history indefinitely. He will 
keep reentering the world through other people’s minds and affect their thoughts and 
values. Napolean who is highly admired by Nietzsche may be seen as an example here 

since he changed and created orders in Europe. What he did effects greatly in how 
Europe is today. This idea agrees with another of his most significant idea, the idea of 

the will-to-power. He asserts that life is the will-to-power. Although it is hard to say 
exactly what he meant by that term, it can be described as something, which underlies 

how human thinks, behaves and acts in all circumstances. He views that a human 
being is always in a constant struggle to quench his own desire. This is shown in the 

context of power used to exclude desires of others that is in conflict to his, power that 
is used to achieve what they desire. A living thing always seeks to discharge its 

strength, not only to survive but to power and this sometimes results in violent 
behaviour which is, allegedly by Nietzsche, intrinsic to the nature of men. 
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ART ORIENTE OBJECT 
 ‘MAY THE HOSRE LIVE IN ME’ 

(performance, 2011) 

LINK 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Awz4w22tFHw


LINK 

https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=J9f1AwAAQBAJ&pg=PT111&lpg=PT111&dq=Disability+and+posthumanism&source=bl&ots=f8X72Sn2jz&sig=ddFLke5sKgnRre2fmhQ0LnWZla4&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0CCAQ6AEwADgKahUKEwik6IH1pqzIAhVGPxQKHRk3Bks#v=onepage&q&f=false


LISA BUFANO - ONE BREATH IS AN OCEAN FOR A WOODEN HEART 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cOzxvHncsf4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cOzxvHncsf4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cOzxvHncsf4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cOzxvHncsf4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cOzxvHncsf4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cOzxvHncsf4


http://stelarc.org/?catID=20317 
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Ross Farnell, ‘Stelarc – Performance Artist ‘Becoming Posthuman’’ 
 

LINK 

https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=F9nanvD5zegC&pg=PA122&dq=stelarc+gender+haraway&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0CCAQ6AEwAGoVChMIncLl5sy1yAIVi1sUCh14xAJU#v=onepage&q=stelarc gender haraway&f=false


Kraftwerk - The Man Machine (live) [HD] 
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"People ask me where I buy certain 
body parts and how I get them on. 
I’m like “Oh, I just wake up like this”. 
To me, gender is this word that 
people use to explain this thing. I 
usually am almost ass-naked when 
I’m performing and people will still 
give me one gender or the other, and 
I think that’s really cool and 
interesting. Maybe my gender is one 
of the most obvious ways that I 
present myself using the word fluid, 
but that to me is the tension of my 
body in this generation. My work 
isn’t about gender at all and I think 
that’s actually the most important 
thing about my relationship to 
gender, that it’s not about that. It’s 
really about lots of things. It’s more 
about connecting with humans.” 
 
http://www.dazeddigital.com/artsan
dculture/article/21585/1/boychild-
on-bending-the-rules-of-gender 
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BOYCHILD PERFORMANCE AT RIFFLANIDA FESTIVAL 2013 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0mTlVosk4bQ 

http://www.dazeddigital.com/artsandculture/article/17085/1/boychilds-new-beauty 
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LINK 
Artist and filmmaker Wu 
Tsang explores the 
relationship between the 
self, identity and the 
narratives that construct 
them while focusing on 
subcultures and sites of 
cultural resistance. In her 
club performances, 
boychild channels a raw, 
genderless being, whose 
muscular body contorts as 
if guided externally, while 
lip-synching to dark 
electronic remixes of 
Beyoncé and Rihanna. The 
artists collaborate in film 
(they recently premiered 
“A day in the life of bliss” in 
Berlin), photography and 
performance. 

A day in the life of bliss - 2-Channel Video Installation - 4:15 Excerpt 

http://www.sleek-mag.com/print-features/2014/10/truth-in-gender-wu-tsang-and-boychild-on-the-question-of-queerness/
https://vimeo.com/100686105
https://vimeo.com/100686105
https://vimeo.com/100686105
https://vimeo.com/100686105


From 1974 until 1978, the artist 
conceived of, constructed and 
‘developed’ a fictional persona and 
alter ego: that of Roberta Breitmore. 
The creation of Roberta Breitmore 
consisted not only of a physical self-
transformation through make-up, 
clothing, and wigs which enabled 
the occasional role-playing, but a 
fully-fledged, ‘complete’ personality 
who existed over an extended 
period of time and whose existence 
could be proven in the world 
through physical evidence: from a 
driver’s license and credit card to 
letters from her psychiatrist.” 

LINK 

http://www.lynnhershman.com/roberta-breitmore/


WV: Were there people who did not realize Roberta Breitmore was a fiction? 
 
LHL: Nobody knew that she was an artwork until she was over, except for the 
photographer and some of the multiples who portrayed her. She was totally 
anonymous, and I wanted it that way. It wasn’t a work that would go out and seek an 
audience. It was one that would seek a reflection, and if I were to let people know 
that’s what I was doing, it would skew how people reacted. 
 
WV: You not only documented Roberta Breitmore with a photographer and through a 
comic book, you made her legally valid. She had a psychologist, a Weight Watchers 
membership, a driver’s license, and a checking account. How did your approach shift 
as you moved from analog materials of administration to digital traces? 
 LHL: It was important to validate Roberta as much as I could so that people looking 
back would think that she existed. She really has more validity in that era than I do, 
because I couldn’t get a credit card. Later on, for the project Myth America, 1979–81, I 
became a corporation, and the stock certificates became the identity piece for that. I 
think the timing was right. If I had done that project 10 years later, I would probably 
have been arrested for identity fraud. Laura Albert did a project where she created the 
fictional writer JT LeRoy and got into a lot of trouble for assuming another identity. 

LINK 

http://www.blouinartinfo.com/news/story/1067137/embodied-performance-lynn-hershman-leeson-gets-a


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JestwuC1Cik 
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https://www.facebook.com/events/1487179484921615/
https://www.facebook.com/events/1487179484921615/
https://www.facebook.com/events/1487179484921615/


THE START. 

 


