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Axe for Great Britain's 2020 showpiece throws the WRC and British rallying into a tailspin

RALLY GB'S FIGHT TO MAINTAIN
WORLD TITLE CALENDAR SLOT

By Graham Lister

British rallying is reeling from a
double blow after Wales Rally GB
was officially called offlast week.

Motorsport News had closed for press
when confirmation came through last
week that there would be no Rally GB
for the first time since 1967 due to
Covid-19restrictions.

Aswell as the loss of Britain’s round of
the WRC, the British Rally Championship
has also been scrapped.

Rally GB had been due to hosta BRC
double-header but its cancellation means
there won’t be enough events to justify
going further with the 2020 BRC series
thathad completed just one round to date.

With as many as 18 rallies chasing a
slot onalikely trimmed 10-round WRC
schedule in 2021 as economic uncertainty
bites, Rally GB’s fate is in the hands of the
FIA World Motor Sport Council members
who meet online on Friday to ratify the
revised 2020 dates and those for next year.
Full story page 4-5
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Mk1 Mexico front wing, LH or RH each £265.22 £318.27
Mk2 front wing, LH or RH, std. each £72.10 EBb6.52
\ Mk2 front wing, LH or RH, R52000 each E175.00 £2710.00
ATLAS AXLE PARTS, = : ; . ' e Full listing of all MEk1 and Mk2 body panels on our website

BLACKLINE

Atlas plate style diff, historic . with ‘Boreham’ iwood brakes kits from
mnds:g:ﬂ tooth side gears £455.80 £594.96 1—"299,5 ] £359.41
SPARES
Spare side gears, 18 tooth each £32.50 £39.00
Motorsport plate kit £83.90 E100.68
Wavy plate each £16.30 £79.56 RA s
Atraf g;wa 3.4,3.7,4.6, 5.1 £251.80 £302.16 ESCORT B KING PARTS x-gt;l; zf;r gﬁ’;}f
Atlas axle casing, thick Wilwood brakes kit, 265x10, Powerlite caliper £299.51 £359.41 R52000 (Pinto) ally radiator
tube, double pinned & breather £198.60 £238.32 Wilwood brakes kit, 247x20, Midilite caliper £468.49 £562.19 £179.60 £215.52
Pig’s head only £165.00 £198.00 Wilwood brakes kit, 285x21, Midilite caliper £571.40 £685.68 137235 oil cooler
Balance bar pedal box, cable clutch £189.50 £227.40 50.10 £60.12
Balance bar pedal box, hydraulic clutch £215.00 £258.00
RMD master cylinders from £21.50 £25.80 Lockable fuel filler
Wilwood master cylinders from £29.50 E35.40 cap assembly
Axle end stubs, R/H & L/H thread pair £49.90 £59.88 Wilwood proportioning valve, knob £42.50 £51.00 £49.50 £59.40
Axle locking rings, R/H & L/H thread pair £21.90 £26.28 Wilwood proprtioning valve, lever E57.50 £69.00 Silicone hose kit, Mexico or RS2000
Locking ring adjustment lool £25.50 £30.60 Blackline “swaged” stainless brake lines, 3-line £29.74 E35.69 {available blue, black or red)

Caliper mount brackets, suit AP pair £29.50 E35.40 Classic Ford wheels 6xT13 £69.00 E£82.80

£62.34 £74.81

x13 E76.00 E£91.20

ax13 £87.50 £105.00

x15 £99.00 £118.80
Fully floating hub assembly without shafts air £218.60 £262.32 from
Fully ﬂoanhg axle kit, inc. rrz) F/F Hub assemblies . Classic Ford “h.-ﬂ.; 80
plus (2) “4340° halfshaits, 18 tooth £69.00 £8=. T
{choice of length) £328.60 £394.38
Flange to suit F/F hub kit £49.50 £59.40
SPARES
Studs cach5.90  £7.08 ' : WCP Inforupfer BV
Seal pack pack z£13.90 £16.68 Poly’ bump stops, top axle mounting pair E8.12 E9.75 £29.00 £ 34.80
Bearing. top qualit each £38.90 £46.68 Escort 11/1300 front springs, 145-2200bs pair £33.80 £40.56
770mm ‘4340’ halishaft, 18 tooth each £77.50 £93.00 Escort RS front springs, 145-2201bs pair £13.80 £40.56
820mm “4340” halfshaft, 18 tooth cach £82.50 £99.00 1.9” & 2.25” coil springs, 20,000 in stock! from £15.90 £19.08 WCP interupter fuel pump £29.00 £34.80
All Blackline halfshafts Group 1 and Group 4 are manufactured from 4340 alloy steel ':,':.‘:ru“: ME'-?”" a;:: 2'25.»‘2 257 g;;g g;g ::‘Eﬁ f::;:iff)f i-:gf;,ﬁ::ﬂp - gg?g gggg
and have induction hardened teeth to Rockwell 50 HRC specifications. i ity g ek 4 EEPas E8T13 Mool piu ki stadoss < o Raina
4340 is about twice as strong as 1040 (the material which OEM halfshafts are normally ek i o it - P kite. alh o ¢
manufactured from). It has a high degree of ductility to absorb shock loadings of Gaz, adjustable (3-way) front shocks each £299.50 £359.40 Bonnet pin kits, alloy £7.00  £8.40
abrupt acceleration, taking some load off the differential and CWP. However, it has G-‘{.- adjustable rate rear shocks each . E£65.00 E78.00 Aerﬂc?ll'n:‘h : from £31.00 E37.20
a very high yield Jfrenflh to sustain high torque loads without failure. 4340 is the Quick steering racks RH 2:9 ratio E179.50 ET143.40 Avanti map light from E19.50 £23.40
ideal haltshaft material, RH 2:4 ratio £139.50 £167.40 Manifold wrap, 27 x 15 metres (50ft), Vermiculite E29.60 £35.52

H 2:4 ratio E149.50 £179.40 Roll cage padding, 3ft, B1 fire rating £6.00 £7.20

266 x 21 ‘Forest” type discs pair £159.00 £190.80
FBL 002 disc bells pair £51.00 £61.20 % " g 3
Halfshaft flange, not F/E suit std. axle each £59.50 £71.40 . . i Calrmrpﬁrﬁéééﬂgag:ﬁﬁ
' M16 cafipers to fil ven
ENGLISH AXLE PARTS, : H/duty quick steering racks RH 2:4 ratio £174.50 £209.40 (no spacers needed),
BLACKLINE RH 2:2 ralio £204.50 £245.40 pair £98.50 £118.20
LH 2:4 ratio E184.50 E£225.40 M16 caliper, shouldered bolts, set of 4
English plate style diff (30/90 ramps) LH 2:2 ratio E274.50 £257.40 £70.99 £13.19
Available 18 tooth (mates with semi-floating OFEM style steering rack mounts pair E£16.80 E20.16 Group 1 vented discs (247x20,
conversion kit) £395.80 £474.96 Roller bearing top mount - spherical bearing, each £49.50 £59.40 - pair £39.00 £46,80
Available 22 tooth (mates with std. halfshaft) £395.80 £474.96 Roller bearing top mount - roller bearing, each £49.50 £59.40
Spare plate kit £39.50 £47.40 Roller bearin plastic dust covers pair £9.50 ET1.40
Spare side gears, 18 or 22 tooth (please state) E32.50 £39.00 Spherical bearing race lype top mounts pair £49.60 £59.52
English CWP 3,54, 3.7, 3.9, 4.1, 44, 4.7, 49,51, 53 £231.50 E277.80
Spﬂﬁ side sg:earfng, top quality £19.90 E£23.88
CYouh washer. £5.90 £7.08 4.25 ltr FIA plumbed-in fire system,
gm"‘:‘;: ;mh‘:_}*;;"“""ﬂ Efg-gg i:;-gg full installation kit, FIA hmna&u”g.rmm EX 037.13
! i ; it
Atlas into English semi-floating hub kit, Y RSP EINey
inc. (2) “4340° halfshafts, 18 tooth £443.80 £532.56 TCA's “Pattern’ style pair  £36.50 £43.80
English axle weld-on brace rin £39.90 £47.68 TCA's “OEM’ style pair  £63.50 £E76.20 Escort Laminated & Heafted Screens
Special 10mm axle brace, English axle £99.50 £1719.40 ;CA bush mmrm?;: bl:lﬂr E14.90 £17.88
SPARES 'win cam anli-roll bar E59.50 E71.40 ; £ . D
Semi-floating hub assembly tless bearing) each £144.40 £173.28 Anti-dive kit £31.00 £37.20 Eamr: ﬂ:;r? ;m": ::amtmig o !‘{nc..:. mﬂﬁﬁf iﬁ:L-i? Eﬁﬁ
Bearing ‘4340 £48.90 £59.76  World cup X-member £106.50 £127.80 scor ront laminated screen (incl. rubber) £69.50 "
: ; st o o e . i Escort Mk1 Front heated laminated screen (inc. rubber) £198.60 £238.32
Halfshaft, suit semi-floating kit £77.50 £93.00  World cup mounts P £28.30 B34.20  poort Mk2 Front heated laminated (inc. rubber) £198.60 £238.32
Flange, not semi-floating, suit std. axle £59.50 £71.40  RS2000 track rod ends each ETIQSD £1260 0 LT T g '
Fange, Group 1 type £59.50 £71.40 Group 4 style all steel U/] coupling ET9.80 E23.76 Esm Mk1 i ﬂ!;b Y £33 &25.99
Brake disc, 265 x 10 vach £34.50 £41.40 4-link kit E119.50 £143.40 scorl ;‘-‘" SCreeh fabel £21.92 £28.70
Heavy duty 4-link kit E185.00 E222.00 Escort Mk2 front screen rubber £29.08 E34.90
Group 4 round turret kit kit £65.00 £78.00 Escort Mk2 rear screen rubber £29.08 £34.90
HELICAL LSDs, BLACKLINE Mk1 sorine shackles o sel £17.00 £20.40 Laser windscreen chip repair kit £13.90 £16.68
. : _ A2 $rJn§ 5 el e i 14” or 17 rear view mirror £14.90 £17.88
English axle, Caterham, 22 spline £324.00 £388.80 OFM Escort RS struts each £96.95 £116.34
Atlas axle, 16 spline £354.00 £424.80 Group 4 spec. front RS struts each E128.00 £153.60 Escort Mk2 Rubber Parts
Ford FWD - Fscori, Fiesta, Focus, KA, Fscort RS stub axles pair £130.00 £156.00
Qrion, Puma (BC/1B5 trans) £399.00 £478.80 RS steering arms pair £69.50 £83.40 Bonnet bump stop pair £6.20 £7.44
Sierra 7; Caterham £399.00 £478.80 Heavy duty steering arms, gusseted pair E79.50 £95.40 Bonnet m'mmp stop, set of 4 £10.90 £13.08
Focus ST170, Mini Cooper *S* Quick fit steering arm kit pair £9.60 £11.52 Bonnet bump stop, centre-rear £5.10 £6.12
(6-speed Getrag box) £399.00 £478.80 Ally hubs - standard or Group 4 each £49.50 £59.40 Wiring loom bulkhead grommet £6.90 £8.28
Mazda MXS5 (94-05) £399.00 £478.80 Stub axle hardware kit £10.90 £13.08 Bonnet release cable grommet £5.20 £6.24
Watts linkage kit £7199.50 E239.40 Steering column bulkhead grommet E7.20 £8.64
TRANSMISSION PARTS, BLACKLINE Taper leafﬁin 1461b rate each £49.50 £59.40 Hﬂndhf!ke backplate dust boots pair E7.10 £8.52
Ally tube strut brace, round tube £44.90 £53.88 Spedo cable bulkhead grommet £5.20 £6.24
4-speed bearing type gearlever £318.50 £46.20 Work style 60mm oval tube strut brace £51.50 £61.80 Throttle pedal pad £5.20 £6.24
S-speed bearim;ﬁ fype gearlever £40.50 £48.60 Rear lamp protectors pair £12.90 £1548 Brake and clutch pedal pads pair £8.00 £9.60
5-speed quickshift conversion kit £13.50 £16.20 Chassis mounted sump guard, wel sump £137.00 £164.40 Shock absorber top caps pair £13.90 £16.68
M10 ally “Pro’ gearknob £14.90 E17.88 Kaylan mudflaps, 4mm (500x300) pair ET6.50 E£19.80 Rear bumper side plugs, set of 4 £9.90 £11.88
M10 white or black nylon gearknob £12.50 E£15.00 Body jacking kit car sel E£119.50 £143.40 Oil line bulkhead grommet £5.10 £6.12
Propshait, Type 9 - English or Atlas axle £89.50 E107.40 Ford Aub nut socket, 3/4"D, 65mm £13.90 E16.68 Brake servo rod bellows E5.20 £6.24

IS  PLEASE NOTE: All prices in Red are EXCLUSIVE OF VAT I
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WHY HEARING
IS BELIEVING

t's amantra whichis often trotted out in motorsport
that if a competition car looks right, thenit tends to
goright. Well, thereis also the fact thatifaracing
machine sounds right, then it willimmediately wina
place in the hearts of fans.

Itis, clearly, avery subjective debate. What's sweet
nectar for one could be a bag of nails toanother, but there are
some stand-out machines that resonate, quite literally, with
everyone who hearsthem.

Formula1's whispering hybrid erajust served to show
thatthe soundisjustasimportantasthe fury. Andthatis
something Motorsport News wholeheartedly agrees with.
Any competition car worth its salt needs to make the hairs
on the back of your neck stand up.

We have assembled a group of more than 20 experts
toruntherule over Motorsport News's shortlist,and we
have rated the 25 greatest-sounding machines of all time.
The results might not be quite what youimagined, but feel
free to let us know at @MNMotorsport or by searching for us
on Facebook if you think our collected brains trust has
dropped the ball. Let the debate begin.

Also this week, we look at the fallout from the cancellation
of Wales Rally GB, which could lead to longer-term problems
for the UK's showpiece World Rally Championship event. Not
only does the cancellation mean trouble for the make-up of
the remainder of the WRC calendar, it has also ripped the
heart out of the British Rally Championship too.

The landscape is still fluid when it comes to how national
rally events will return. The uncertainty over British rallying is
still high, which presents a nightmare for competitorsand
organisersalike.

It's not much differentininternational motorsport, with
more F1races being cancelled this week too (see page 7).
These are very delicate times for allinvolved.

Under the Motorsport News spotlight this week
are David and Mark Higgins, the rallying brothers
who have both trodden a hugely successful pathin
their respective careers. Although neither got the
breaks at world level that their talents clearly
deserved, they have both banked huge hauls of
silverware over the pasttwo decades.

Matt James
Editor, Motorsport News
Mmatt.james@kelsey.co.uk
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WALES RALLY GB NEWS ANALYSIS

What cancellation means for the WRC and British rallying
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Rally man Jon Armstrong’s aim to turn heads on the stages

Higgins brothers
face atough test

David and Mark feel the heat
under the MN spotlight

Motorsport’'s
finest ever
souncdtrack

our panel of experts pick out and rate
the sweetest-sounding machines

News special: Rally GB axe
News: Rallying

News: Racing

Feature: Jon Armstrong
Ccolumn: Tom Cave

Q&A: David and Mark Higgins
MN poll: Best-sounding cars
Ccolumn: Diane Hardy
What's on/readers photos
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WALES RALLY GB
THE FALL-OUT

RALLY GB FACES FIGHT TO
TS PLACE ON WRC CALENDAR

.. Fallendragon: axe has
comedownonRallyGB

Battle is on to secure a spot on the slimmed-down 2021 roster as events jostle for space

By Graham Lister

Wales Rally GB will have to
fight for a slot on nextyear’s
World Rally Championship

calendar, as Motorsport News
understands its absence could

be for the long rather than
short term.
Afterthe Covid-19 axe fell on

Britain’s World Rally Championship
counter last week, the likelihood of
another reduced WRC schedule in
2021 —this time triggered by a dire
global economic outlook —means

there is no guarantee that Wales
Rally GB will be one of the
chosen few next year.

Therally’s fate will become clear
when the FIA World Motor Sport
Council members meet online on

Friday this week to agree the
calendars for this year and next.

“We want it to be in Wales,” Hugh
Chambers, Motorsport UK CEO,
told Motorsport News. “The Welsh

Government wants it to be in
Wales. There is a strong appetite
from the teams, the FIA and the
WRC Promoter. But there arc a

lot of conflicting pressures on that
calendar in terms of the economic
reality of the number of events that

will run next year.

“All the vehicle manufacturers are

coming offa very, very difficult
period for new car sales. And the
full impact of that will not have
been feltyet. It’s fairly predictable
that [manufacturers are] going

to be looking at [discretionary
expenditure] very carefully so
there will be a lot of pressure on
the number ofrounds.”

Thepower of 10

MN understands a 10-round
calendarin 2021 would represent
abest-case scenario. But with

18 events potentially vying for
adate, anumber of rallies will
face uncertain futures.

Although Welsh Government
support s in place for one more
year, with the UK economy
decimated, non-essential
expenditure using public funds
will become increasingly difficult
to justify, in spite of the £9 million-
plus benefit the event brings
to Wales.

“I’'munder no illusions that whilst
we have been in the calendar for the
last 50 years, next year is far from
certain,” said Chambers. “But the
UK is one of the biggest car markets,
one of the biggest consumer markets
inthe world. And it’s a hugely
popular event as a sporting
spectacle and a driving challenge.”

Global approach vital
M-Sport Ford World Rally Team
head Richard Millener said losing
Wales Rally GB from the 2020
calendar was “very disappointing”
but accepts GB is no more important
than any other event.

“Asmuchaswe’reall in Europe,
alot of car sales and biggest markets
for the manufacturers are probably
external to Europe,” Millener told
MN. “Youneed to make sure you’re
aproper world championship so you
need these events outside Europe.
Yes, they’re expensive, but we’ve all
gotto remember we’re signing up
for aworld championship. Youdo
have to expect to go out there.”

NI's hopes fade
Chambers fears Covid-19 will
scupper any possibility of Rally
GBrelocating to Northern Ireland
in the immediate future should the
eventremain in the WRC.

He said: “With the pandemic it’s
going to make it a lot harder for
new major events to emerge if
they require government funding.
Governments are going to be more
risk-averse and are going to have a
lot of pressure on budgets. To expect
anybody to be funding a brand-new
major event is probably goingtobe a
bigger challenge than it was before.”

Adefinitive WRC calendar
should existin a matter of
days.Whenit's published it
will be the culmination ofa
lot of hard work and stress.
The make-up ofa
traditional WRC schedule
follows aback-and-forth
format with the circus
switching between Europe
and overseas with some
frequency. It has made for
managing the Covid-19
impact that much harder
thanfor series thatstartin
Europe then head further
afield for their deciding
events. The nature ofthe
sporthasalsocreateda
massive headacheasit's
simply impossible to
control mass gatherings.
Where WRC Promoter
could becriticisedis for
its seemingly delayed
acceptance thatevents
were hotgoingtorun.Had
itworked onaEurope-only
roster earlier, there would
have been more scope to

Yprescould =
land WRCslot

rejig the calendar,
something the European
Rally Championshipis set
toachieve.

Ofthe eight ERC events
scheduled, sevenare setto
take place, albeitonly three
ontheiroriginally intended
slot. BUtWRC Promoter
had events under contract
and until those events
cancelled it waskind of
stuck. Even now it has Rally
Japanin mid-Novemberto
contend with, makinga
Europe-only schedule
almostimpossible. Notjust
becauseitwould haveriled

thered (Toyota) corner of
the service park, butit
would have cut offa
significantrevenue stream.
As MN closed for press, a
seven-roundschedule
completed by Turkey,
Germany (potentiallyasa
double-header), Sardinia
andJapan was possible,
albeit with queries over
Turkeyand Japan. If they
fall, then Belgium's Ypres
Rally from October1-3is
one of the eventslikely to
fillthe void. Not world-
standard, but needs must.
Graham Lister
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oza BRGCCOMPETITORS LOOKING ABROAD

HUGH CHAMBERS

Chambers () togh decisions

What prompted the decision to cancel?
“It's beenvery, very clear by Mark
Drakeford [Welsh First Ministerl there
could bearesurgence [of Covid-19 cases
inthe autumnland we simply can'tbe
making a commitment we may have
towithdrawfrom.”

Was cancellation the only option?

“We explored all possibilities in terms of
different eventformats and times. Literally
ho other option was feasible, sothe
ultimate decision was made.”

Including running behind closed doors?
“You can't close the doors on the Welsh
forests. The very essence ofa WRC event
isthe requirementfor the distanceand
the stages. | would emphasiseit’'s not
justabout the spectators. Thereare
thousands of volunteers involved.

It would require them to be travelling

and congregatinginsuchaway that
would contravene the laws of the land.”

How much of a blow is this?
“It'smassive. But we've got tokeepitin
perspective. Thisis a global pandemic
with hundreds and thousands of fatalities.
our eventhas a huge economic benefit,
itdrives people’s livelihoods and the
teamsthat workinthe sport. Butatthe
endofthedayitissport.”

This is the itinerary that would have
been followed had Wales Rally GB run:

Thursday, 29 October

Shakedown | Clocaenog 2.09 08h56
Friday, October 30
S Myherin1 19.33 09h38
SS2 SweetlambHafren1 18.02 10h32
Tyre FittingZone Newtown 11h59
SS3 Myherin2 19.33 14h03
Ss4 SweetlambHafren2 | 18.02 14h57
FlexiService A| Deeside 18h24
Saturday, October 31
FlexiService B| Deeside 06h25
SS5 Aberhirnant1  |8.64 08h13
SS6 Dyfnant1 12.16 09h08
SS7 Gartheinog1 16.99 |10n24
SS8 Dyfi1 13.62 10h51
| TyreFittingZone Bala z |12h35
SS9 Aberhirnant2 8.64 [13h13
5510 | Dyfnant?2 12.16 |14h08
S511 Gartheiniog2 |6.99 |15h24
SS12 Dyfi2 13.62 15h51
FlexiService C Deeside - 18h41
sunday, November1
| ServiceD | Deeside 06h20
[ 513 | Clocaenog1  |4.76 |07h33
SS14 Alwen1 | 6.46 08h20
5515 Brenig1 3.99 09h08
5516 Clocaenog2  14.76 110n11
| 5517 Alwen?2 16.46 [10h59
5518 (Power Stage) Brenig2  13.99 12h18
Finish | Llandudno 13h35

Total SS distance: 188.01 miles; Total liaison distance:
593.37 miles; Total distance: 781.39 miles

AFTER SERIES’ GANGELLATION
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UK competitors ready to carry on their 2020 programmes overseas

By Luke Barry

The cancellation of Wales Rally
GB has had ramifications for
the British Rally Championship
which has been scrapped with
too few rounds remaining
onits schedule.
The West Cork, Tendring &
Clacton and Ulster rallies had
all previously been cancelled
before two more rounds were lost
with the Rally GB bombshell.
Proton driver Ollie Mellors told
Motorsport News: “I think everyone
knew [the cancellation] was going to
happen. It’s abit of a saving grace
they’ve done it now rather than two
weeks before the event [GB]. You
don’t want to end up in a situation
like West Cork where everything’s
been booked, planned, paid for
and then they go and cancel it.”
Rival Josh McErlean added: “It’s
fully understandable. With Rally
GB gone it’s abig loss of two rounds

The 2020 British Rally
Championshipis off

ofthe BRC to be gone soitwasa
no-brainer really to cancel the
championship. There’s always
2021 isn’tthere?”

The after effects
Ypres Rally in Belgium has
successfully been rescheduled
from May to October but the fate
ofthe Galloway Hills Rally is
unknown. Ifit does run, it will be
without any championship status as
the Scottish championship was
cancelled back in March.

Teams like EDSL Sport are
likely to be the most affected by the
BRC’s demise as it runs several Ford
Fiesta R2s in the Junior BRC. But
team principal Alex Waterman is
confident his firm can ride the storm.

“Hiring is one of our main revenue
streams but is it our only revenue
stream? Absolutely not,” Waterman
told MN. “For the time being we’ll
be OK but what it looks like past
November, December —even next

Mellors has widened his event horizons to go rallying in 2020

year sort of time —depends [on] what
happens with [individual] rallies.”
Driver William Creighton,
meanwhile is aware several
people find themselves ina
fragile situation which could have
repercussions for2021.
He said. “There’s alot of work
still to be done. [The BRC] struggled
for numbers this year so what’s
it going to be like the year after
coronavirus? We don’t know.
Nobody’s going to have [a]
magic wand [ don’t think.”

Desire to compete
Several BRC competitors are still
looking for competition this year,
with Ypres an attractive option to
many. Mellors had already entered
Ypres and the Monteberg Rally in
Belgium before the BRC’s
cancellation, and has now lodged an
entry into the Tour of Flanders too.
“Monteberg is one weekend,
Flanders is the weekend straight

i

es thatare non-championship

after so you wouldn’t even bother
coming back,” he explained. “We
don’tneed to move the trucks from
there or anything so cost-wise
hopefully it won’t be too bad.”

Hyundaii20 RS pilot McErlean
is similarly hopeful he can compete
this year but doesn’t have any
concrete plans in place yet.

“I'think we will be rallying this
year,” he said. “It’s quite promising
the way Belgium has shown it’s
interested in having events. The
Czech championship is on, as are the
Italians, so it’s hard to know where
to go or what we can do.”

Others like Osian Pryce however
can’t afford to quarantine for 14 days
—which is currently mandatory for
everyone flying into the UK —due
to the nature of his business.

“I don’t want to have a quiet year
nextyear,” he said. “I wantto be
asbusy as I can so if that means
sacrificing this year and drawing a
lineunder it, [ don’treally mind.”
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RALLY NEWS

Wexford Stages hope
Wexford Motor Club has declared
itsintention to runthe Wexford
Stagesonits original September
5-6 weekend, butorganisers
have stressed thattheyrequire
“more positive progress with
Covid-19".Shoulditrun, it

would be thefirst UK orIrish stage
rally since lockdown.

The Woodpecker Stages and Rali
Bae Ceredigion, both supposed
toruninearly September, were
cancelledlast week.

AXxe falls on HRCR
Clubmans series

The Motorsport News-supported
Historic Rally Car Register
Clubmans Championshipisthe
latestvictim ofthe Covid-19
pandemic. Although two rounds
ran before the lockdown began,
HRCR has pulled the plugonthe
2020 season with only two possible
eventsremaining. Ifthe North
Yorkshire Classic and Dansport
Historicin Derbyshirerunin
October, HRCR willencourage
competitors to supportthem.

HYUNDAI RETURN
TO FINLAND TESTING

Hyundai was expected to be back
testing in Finland at the start of
this week following Thierry
Neuville’s car-wrecking crash
on Monday last week.

Although Neuville and co-driver
Nicolas Gilsoul were uninjured,
their Hyundaii20 Coupe WRC
hadto bereturned to the team’s
Alzenau base for repairs before
testing could resume.

“Wehitarockinacutduring
the afternoon, which resulted in
the carrolling quite a few times,”
Neuville explained. “Thankfully,
we were OK but it was too
complicated to repair the car
sowe had to stop the test early.”

Withnew testing rules due
to come into force this Friday
that restrict teams to one test
day perdriverentered ona
Europeanround of the WRC,
manufacturer WRC teams are
making up for lost testing time
with Toyota’s factory squad
alsoduetobeinactionin
Finland this week.

By Hal Ridge

Two-time World Rally
champion Marcus Gronholm
will return to competitive
action next monthina
Legends Race at the RallyX
Nordic season-opener at
Holjes in Sweden.

He will compete against other
former drivers with a Hyundai
120 Supercar run by his GRX
Taneco squad, sharing the car with
son Niclas, who will prepare for
the upcoming World Rallycross
Championship. Gronholm Sr
conducted early test mileage in
the GRX Hyundai, buthasn’t
drivenitmuch since 2018.

Gronholm told Motorsport
News: “Lastyear [ was driving a
little, notsomuch atall soIdon’t
have so much experience, butin
2018Idida few tests.

“These cars are so much easier to
drive than they used to be, but of

course if you want to be fast then
youneed to test more. But, it’s
not so difficult to just jump into
the car. I’ve been doing some
rally car testing, so [ think the
feelingis there.”

While the legends event, held
within the four-day race weekend,
is expected to include names
like fellow ex-WRC contender
Henning Solberg and former
Europeanrallycross regular
Andreas Eriksson, Gronholm
says he will drive only for fun.

“I'had promised my wife not
torun anything [again] so [ had
big problems to tell [her] that
I’'m goingto drive,” he added.
“ButI’mnot going there to do
any comeback, it’s more for
fun. I’'m going to drive as fast
as [ can, but ’'mnothaving any
stressatall.”

Gronholm’s last competitive
outing was on last year’s Rally
SwedeninaToyota Yaris WRC.

Team has the aim of getting the Fabia outin November

M-SPORT OFFERS GREYSTOKE TO HELP UK RALLYING RESUME

M-Sport has offered its Greystoke
Forest testing facility to Motorsport
UK to help kick-startrallying when
event permits are issued in July.

The venue hosts the Greystoke
Stages Rally but this year’s event
was cancelled. Other events could
be planned though, possibly along
the same lines as Rally Sweden
Lockdown—abehind-closed-doors,
made-for-TV event in Torsby earlier
this month.

M-Sport’s Richard Millener
explained: “It’s good to see there’s
an appetite from people to go outand

compete. We’re speaking with
Motorsport UK to help them and
push some ideas and initiatives so
we can getrallying back quicker.
“The problem in the UK atthe
moment is the British championship
iscancelled, Rally GB is cancelled
and the smaller event organisers are
saying ‘let’sjustdoitnextyear’.
That’s fine for organisers’ but
any small team in the UK that runs
UK-based drivers hasno work.”
Millener added it’s not planned
for any of the M-Sport drivers
tobe involved.

GRONHOLMTORETURNTO
OMPETITION IN RX LEGENDS RAGE

Gronholmsr |
willracei20

Austrian firms Kreisel Electric
and Baumschlager Rallye &
Racing planto debutanall-
electric car in the opening
round of their national rally
championship next January.

The Skoda Fabia REX will be
fitted with the twin-motor, four-
wheel-drive 500kW electric kit
designed by Kreisel to be used
inthe World Rallycross
Championship from2022.

The car is setto begin testing in
November and, if early running
goes well, the car will be entered
into the Janner Rallye.

“Our aim is to compete on the
Janner Rallye, but there are two
question marks; to have the car
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FULLY ElEB'I'IIIl} SI(III]A FABIA SE'I' FOR JANNER RALLYE IN AUSTRIA

really for that time, and if there is
aJanner Rallye [at all] because
ofthe Covid-19 crisis,’ Kreisel’s
projectleader Daniel Foissner
told Motorsport News. “But,

we are confident that we [will]
have a proper system [ready] by
the end of this year.”

Ifthe Fabia REX debuts on the
Janner Rallye, it would use the
full World RX kit—not the
differentrally concept it plans to
also introduce —but detuned to
around 220k W to ensure the
range requirements can be met.
Kreisel is working with exhaust
manufacturer Remus for the car
to emitnoise in rallying, both for
spectator experience and safety.

BRCCHAMP EDWARDS KEEN TO HELP

British Rally champion Matt
Edwards isconcerned about
thefuture ofrallyinginthe
UKand has offered to helpin
anyway he cantoensureit
survives beyondthis year.
Edwards thinksaclearer
pathway isheeded so that
theindustryandinfrastructure
around rallying will be
protected and sponsors willbe
keptinterestedinthesport.
Hetold MN: “People haveto

becritical, butratherthan
justpointing thefinger,I'm
perfectly happy as British
championtobean
ambassador forthe sportand
be partofasolutionificanbe.
“[Atthe momentlthere’s
ho support, noindication
and no process that gives me
confidence that rallying will
bewhereitwasagain.I'm
hotreadytoacceptthatand
wantto help preventit.”

World champion set for Sweden outing in one of his team's Hyundai supercars

Photos:World RX Media, Jakob Ebrey, Kreisel

MNCRC MAZDA MX-9
CLASS IS TWERKED

Changes made to the MX-5
class in the Motorsport News
Circuit Rally Championship
will make it the “best budget
route into stagerallying”
according to series bosses.

Cars from 1595cc-2010cc
cannow compete and while
the hard-top regulation
remains, itno longer has
to be supplied by MX-5
specialist Paul Sheard.

Ex-British touring car racer
Paul O’Neill regularly drives
one of Sheard’s cars in the
MNCRC and said: “There is
no better way to test the
water inrallying.”

O’Neill’s co-driver Jack
Benyon added: “Interms of
smiles per mile, I don’t think
there’s more fun to be had
outthereinrallying thanin
the MX-5. It’s suchan
accessible formulatorally
regulars ornewbies.”

Prizes for winning the series
in2020-21 include an MSV
season pass and a 12-month
subscription to MN.

The MX-5isbudgetfun

Comprehensive motorsport insurance products to keep you on track;

@ Rally domage On Event
@ Accident damage On Track

@ Storage and Transit

Log onto

Email — info@ryanmi.com

@ Liability

@ Personal Accident
@ Track day

to obtain your online quote

Tel —

+44 (0)1799 524202

\NRYAN

MOTORSPORT INSURANCE

Ryan Motorsport Insurance Limited is an appointed representative (557405) of Independent Broking Solutions Limited who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Its Financial Services Register number is 312026
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Aston Martin F1

e Motorsport UK has established be distributed to clubs with a July Castle Combe Racing o — g factory delay
oy * a Personal Protective Equipment  or August event permit. Club chairman Ken Davies : The Aston Martin Formula1
centralised supply for clubs to Motorsport UK chiefexecutive  told Motorsport News: , team, currently knownas
use forracing’s imminent Hugh Chambers told Motorsport ~ “Everybody’s had challenges Racing Point, has pushed
resumption, starting with News: “Ifyou’rerunningasmall ~ with PPE, sourcing it and the < : ' backits move intoits new
two months of distributing clubit’salmosta ‘whereonearth  right quality. So thisisavery v &\) Silverstone base by 12
complimentary PPE doyoustart’,and forustobeable =~ welcomeinitiative, especially el months, to August 2022.
worth £50,000. to use our expertise in business ifyou’re going to hit the ground Protection for marshals The postponementis due to
PPE isrequired under operations to negotiate onbehalf  racingonJuly4.” the Covid-19 crisis delaying
Motorsport UK’s coronavirus of the collective [is the right thing The British Automobile than is being supplied. [ would work on the new facility,
guidelines forracing’s return todo]. Racing Club’s group chief have liked to see it go further whichis to be built nextto
from July 4, so the governing “To expect individual clubs executive Ben Taylor told so that all were suitably equipped its current building.
body framed a collective supply tobe able to access PPE in Motorsport News however: by the governing body rather
to ease clubs’logistical pressure sufficient quantities and “It’sa good start, but from what than the onus being on the First ExtremeE
and ensure correct equipment is sufficient quality was going Tunderstand there will be more organising clubs to make driver confirmed
Chambers: using skills used. Complimentary PPE will to be achallenge.” required for all of our events up the shortfall.” Off-road truck racer and
multiple motocross champion
SaraPrice hasbecomethe
firstdriver confirmed for

electricSUV series ExtremeE’'s
inaugural campaign. Price
willcompete in 2021 for Chip
Ganassi Racing,andisthe
team’sfirst-everfemale driver.
“It'sateamI'velongadmired.
Chip’steams define winning,”
Price said.

MORE FORMULA 1RAGES FAGE
THEAKE AMID GOVID-19CGRISIS

A rapid reworking of the grand prix roster after cancellations is causing headaches The worid Touring Car Cupis

settore-open2020full-season
registrationstoallow single-

By MattJames F1 said in a statement it has “made carentries. Registrations
significant progress with existing closedinMarch, butare
Organisers of the Formula 1 and new promoters on the revised being re-opened after
World Championship could calendar and been particularly increased competitor interest
be forcedinto a Euro-centric ~ encouraged by the interest that followingimplementation
calendar as the Japanese, has been shown by new venues”. of coronavirus-related cost-
Singapore and Azerbaijan Aswell as double headers in cutting measures. Single-car
Grands Prix have all Austria and Britain, other venues efforts won'tbe eligible for
been called off due to the are now likely to appear on the the teams’ championship,
coronavirus pandemic. roster and Italy’s Mugello, owned while existing teamsalso

canaddacarfora
Rookie-class driver.

Singapore and Azerbaijanhave by Ferrari, has been tipped as a host
faced serious difficultiesbecause  along with Portugal’s Portimao,

of'the street circuit nature of the which held international racing’s
venues, while stringent rules European post-Covid-19 return Bahrain could usea Wehrlein quits
oninternational travellersmeans  lastweekend with a 24-hourrace. . Mahindra FE attack
Suzuka has also faced the axe. Bahrain could also be used radical tracklayout == Ex-Formula 1 driver Pascal

Grand prix racing bosses multiple times, with an oval-style Wehrlein has confirmed via
are still confident ofhostinga layout being added to the races looking at ways of reviving the pencilled in to take place, could judge the health and safety risk Instagram that heis quitting
15-18raceroster despite the thatare able to take place. Sochiin cancelled Canadian Grand Prix . also fall by the wayside. istoo high, evenifwe can meet the Mahindra Formula E
cancellation of the opening Russiais also able to host more than Otherraces in America, Brazil F1 managing director Ross the obligations of the country, team withimmediate effect.
10races. oneround,and grand prix chiefsare ~ and Mexico, which are still Brawn told BBC Sport: “Ifwe then we may not go there.” “My interest was to finish

the seasonbutthe current
- - - , situation didn’tallow so.
National l:ll!llS rework Cliff Dempsey Racing’s Formula Ford 1600 squad hought and renamed Ican'tsay muchaboutthe
i future but willkeep you

this season’s dates Formula Ford 1600 team Cliff the team’s running after three we’d joked about for years informed,” he said.
The MG Car Club has confirmed Dempsey Racing has been decades, though will remain but there was always a serious
thatits delayed race season will bought by its long-serving to ease the transition. Low has undertone to it. About a year NHS kids’ British
getunderway with its Donington mechanic Andy Low, and is worked with the CDR team and a halfago we had a serious Grand Prix chance
Park meetingon July 11-12. renamed Low Dempsey Racing. since 2010 and has extensive conversation about it and it Motorsport UK hasopeneda

The championships present will The deal for Low to buy the experience in endurance racing, was an offer [ couldn’t refuse, competition for frontline NHS
allrace on only one of'the closed- team from Cliff and Michelle Formula 3 and Superleague. considering how Cliff’s built workers' childrento become
door event’s two days, and the Dempsey was struck at the end of Low told Motorsport News the team up over the last 30 years British Grand Prix Formula1
meeting includes the Dunlop CDR has beenrenamed 2019. Cliff was keen to pass on aboutthe deal: “Itwas something  and the reputation he has.” Future Starsappearingin
Mini Challenge as a guest. The therace’s nationalanthem
clubhopesalsoin 2020 to run its ceremony. “To do something
scheduled Snetterton and Oulton asathankyou tothe NHSand

involves their kids seemslike
anentirely appropriate step,”

Revised calendars for the MUK CEO Hugh Chambers told

prneetneananezctan: - EASIED MINI GHALLENGE 2020 JGW CALENDA
forarearranged Silverstone date.

750 Motor Club have also been The Mini Challenge’s JCW the concentrated nine-meeting O = Motorsport News.
published, with its first meeting 2020 championship calendar BTCC schedule. . o
onJuly 18-19 at Snetterton. The has been reduced from eight Five remaining rounds have - British F3 adds
clubhas added end-of-season rounds to five following therefore been selected to Donington date
meetings at Silverstone on competitor feedback. spread evenly across the year’s The BRDC British Formula 3
November 14 and Donington Consultation with the remainder and each will contain Championship hasadded
Park on November 21-22, as well British Touring Car the maximum possible number toits 2020 scheduleathree-
asmoved its Spa Club Enduro Championship-supporting ofraces. The five-meeting race stand-aloneroundat
meeting to Oct30-31 and moved category’s stakeholders Cooper Class calendar will MotorSport Vision Racing’s
an Oulton event from September revealed financial and be announced shortly and its Donington Park meetingon
19to September Sanda logistical difficulties from number of BTCC-supporting October 24-25. Thisis the only
Silverstone International event : rounds will increase from two British F32020 date not shared
from August 8-9 to August 22-23. to “atleast” three. The Cooper with British GT. The British
The Armed Forces Race Revised Mini Challenge JCW 2020 S calendaris also to be = F3meetingsat Oulton Park,
Challenge won’trunin 2020 due ' [ confirmed shortly. The Mini Challenge will have a slimmed-down roster Brands Hatch and Snetterton
to drivers’service commitments. |Aug1-2 | DoningtonPark Championship director Antony have been selected tohosta
Elsewhere, the Scottish (Aug29-30 | Knockhil Williams said: “It was only in. We also plan to introduce a The Mini Miglia and Mini fourthrace. These bring
Motor Racing Club has ecproeso7 ) hersione right and proper to fully involve  system that rewards those Se7en championships theyear'srace totalup to
announced a2020race - ﬁgtvz,ff% - ;?aert]giﬁ?ch — them [entrants] in the decision who have stood by us this meanwhile will support the usual 24 and make up
calendar made up of three Y regarding how we react to the year, with the details to be BTCC’s August Brands for the Spa-Francorchamps
half-day Knockhill meetings, situation we all find ourselves communicated shortly.” Hatch meeting. round lostamid the

starting on September 12. . coronavirus disruption.
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Fully focused: More real-

liferalliesis the target

I DON'T WANT TO BE REM
AS JUST AN ESPORTS DR

udging Jon Armstrong’s
career to date is difficult.
On theone hand it’sbeen a
great success as he’s fought
and beaten some of the
best young drivers in the
world. But on the other
hand it’s been excruciating,

not yet delivering the goods his
talentdeserves. And that
frustrates nobody more than
Armstrong himself.

The 2016 season was supposed to be
his big break. Battling with fellow
Britons Osian Pryce and Gus Greensmith
inthe Drive DMACK Fiesta Trophy,
Armstrong won rounds in Poland and
Spain to secure two R5 WRC prize drives
the following year. But following the
second ofthose in Spain he’s only started
threerallies since, after being forced into
acomplete yearoutin2018.

“Ithasn’tbeen easy,” he says. “Off the
back of being really, really high and up
on cloud nineracing against everyone in
RS to then the next year having nothing
again, that’s one of the bad things about
the sport. It’s incredibly difficult to get
adrive and almost more difficult to get
sponsorship to fund it. Drivingan RS
car, if you want to do that in the world
championship it’s going to be at least
£2-300,000 and that mightn’tbe a full
year, itcould be five events. It just costs
so much money.”

Following one-off outings on the
Galway International and the Down
Rally —that culminated in amaiden
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outrightrally win—last year, Armstrong
has looked to resurrect his driving career
with a Junior WRC title tiltin 2020. But
the opening round in Sweden started
with arather literal bang.

“The whole build up to the event
wasn’t good with the uncertainty of
ifthe event was going to run but also
personally securing the budget for the
event was very stressful,” Armstrong
remembers. “I putalot of my own money
into itas well and I think it really does
play on your mind when you’re worrying
about things other than driving. [ hadn’t
driven the new Fiesta [R2] on gravel at
all or any loose surface and I was
spending shakedown and the first
couple of stages gettingused to it.”

Armstrong cleared those first two
stages but it all went wrong on the next.
Amistake onrecce with the pacenotes
led to a “monumental accident” into a
telegraph pole and ended Armstrong’s
rally on the spot. He hasn’t been afforded
the chance to make amends given the
calendar chaos caused by Covid-19,
and now isn’t sure of the destiny either
this year or further beyond.

“It’s hard to know what’s going to
happen so I think this year could be a
write off,” he admits. “What I struggle
with most is getting the budget and
figuring out the business side of
motorsport. It’s very, very difficult.”

Armstrong’s tale is all too familiar.
Heisnot the firstand sadly won’t
be the last driver to have multiple
budget-shaped obstacles chucked

The Strength of Experlence speedhne

CGlowtorming)

V754

e-mail: info@speedlinecorse.co.uk | website: www.speedlinecorse.net
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Simracing has
grownin profile

in his path. But he refuses to give up.

He adds: “When you don’t necessarily
have the budget or the pathway to secure
abudgetit’s very frustratingand it’s a
story that we hear all too often. It’s not
justme, there’s loads of great drivers
out there that unfortunately don’t get to
go the full way because they don’thave
the support to do it. But you have to keep
trying. I’'m hopeful that I’11 still be able
to do events in the future.

“Itis very hard to let go of the dream.
I'stillam young enough to go into the
world championship and try to achieve
good things there so maybe if I gota
bitolder and a bit past it, you sort
ofhave to concede defeat [but] we’ve
still got years to go. If you want to be the
best atanything, youjusthave to make
ityour life so it’s really about how badly
youwantit.”

There are some that perhaps
underestimate how badly Armstrong
wants it though. Nowadays, he’s more
well-known in some quarters for sim
racing than real-life driving. AWRC
esports champion in 2018 and now
involved in developing the DiRT
Rally 2.0 video game, Armstrong has
been a trailblazer in morphing real-life
motorsport and sim racing together.
While he accepts being a well-known
simracing driver has its perks, he’s
eager to not be forgotten aboutina
real-world context.

“Perhaps whenever  was areal —well |
stillam—areal driver: see I still talk in
that way because I don’t do as much of

Junior WRC suits Armstrong

the real-world stuft. But whenever [ was
doing the R2 stuff'in the European
championship, the world championship
and then the RS stuffI wouldn’thave
been abigname,” Armstrong says.

“I'wouldn’thave had a big following
from social media or anything but [
definitely was able to put in really good
results. [ think a lot of people forget
about what I’ve done in the past and what
I’ve achieved and they see me as this
esports guy that just managed to win that
and now he’s got ajob off the back of it
and is getting the odd rally in arally car.
Butit’s very much not that way.

“Obviously ifThad my way I’d be in
the world championship all the time and
rallying but I do enjoy the sim racing side
ofthings. I’ve gota good following from
thatand if you become more popular
you’re going to have more eyes on you
[but] I definitely do want to show people
I’m not this esports guy, ’'m not really
ajoke as such. WhatIneedtodois
connect the real world and virtual a
bit more and see if we can do more in
the real world in the future.”

The task then is clear. Armstrong
must keep entertaining his fans and
performing well in esports which, in
turn, will make him as marketable as
possible to potential sponsors and
backers. And he knows it. But as any
young driver on the cusp of the World
Rally Championship can attest,
converting that mission into actuality
can be a far more physically draining
battle than the one out on the stages. l
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Sweden was a troubled start
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Armstrong thinks he was
distractedin Sweden
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Galway 2019: Firstrallyin
overayearnettedfourth &
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JON ARMSTRONG O&A

Which event or stage in your career
are you most proud of?

“I'think there'safew. IfIhad to pick
oneitwould probably be that stage
winin Rally Germany 2017. It probably
should have never happened but
itdidandldon’tthink many others
have wonaWRC 2 stage on their
debut. It was quite a special thing
todoanditprovedjustwhatlwas
capable of."

What car have you enjoyed driving
the most?

“[Fordl FiestaR5,100%. Anything
four-wheel drive’s good but that

was the best. The Mini [JCW WRCI

was cool too though, the way it went
over jumps and stuff but1'd definitely
take the Fiesta R5. How nimbleitis
compared to the Mini; itwasalot
more funingeneral.”

Germany2017is
career highlight

What car would you most like to
drive that you haven't already?
“Citroen C4WRC. It'swhatlgrew up
watching onthe TVand then Sebastien
Loeb came overto do Donegalin 2007
solspectatedand watcheditand
fellin love with the noise ofitmore
thananything.”

Who was your rallying hero?
“Whenlwasyounger|hadpeoplel'd
look up toand now I'minthis weird
positionwherel've beenable torally
atworld championship leveland get
to meetthese people and talk with
them, soit's quite surreal. Butit
would have to be Colin McRae, it
would have to be wouldn'tit? He's
probably had the biggestinfluence.
Iremember watching his
documentary videos and playing
hisvideo game one Christmas.”




10 JUNE 17 2020 motorsport-news.co.uk

GOLUMN

TOM CAVE

Advertising enquiries: 01233 228753

British Rally Championship and WRC 3 hopeful

P
"

—

was asked to write a few words

for MN, really not knowing what to
write about. Let’s be honest no-one
wants to hear or read about Covid-
19 or lockdown all day, every day,
because it’'s a bit like Brexit...

it will not bloody go away! So
Ithought, in light of last week's
unfortunate news, I'd give you an insight
into an event that was plagued with
untimely complications but then resulted
insilverware: Rally GB 2019.

Atthe time, I was still licking my wounds
from finishing second in the British Rally
Championship, after ayear-long battle with
Matt Edwards. | knew Rally GB would be
pivotal for moving into 2020 with support
from partners and continuing my relationship
with Hyundai Motorsport Customer Racing.
Welcoming aboard new and vastly experienced
co-driver Dale Furniss, | was eager to work to
togetherand show what we could do! The R5
category was fiercely competitive. We had
Petter Solbergreturninthe works supported
VW Polo R5 with Oliver Solberginanidentical
car; Kalle Rovanperain the works Skoda Fabia
R5, Mads Ostberg, Hayden Paddon, Jan
Kopecky and also Matt [Edwardsl]joining us
in the Phillip Case Rally Sportteam.

We opened the show around Oulton Park:
Matt was first car on theroad, and | was second.
Oh boy, itwasslippery. The deep watersplash
caused problems for myalternator beltand
Ilost power steering so forafew hundred
metres it was like driving a sit-on lawn mower
with two flat front tyres with the car steamed
up like asauna. It was a terrible start, dropping
15.1 seconds to Petter who was fastest. That
gap would soon become gravely important.

The opening stage on Friday [day twol was
also problematic. This time a small wire onthe
steering wheelloom was intermittently
working its way loose. It was on a flexy piece of
cord behind the wheel, which controlled my
boost, anti-lag settings and wipers. I was stuck
inthelowest setting of boost with no anti-lag

M.ﬂ& féw? :

- Cavehadascore
tosettlein Wales

Oulton Park stage
proved expensive

forthe nextthree stages, losing between
15-20seconds a stage. We made it to Dolgellau
and stoppedontheroadside to carryout
repairs inthe pouringrain.

Realistically we had 20 minutes of road
sectiontime to strip downand rewire the
steeringloom. Without any cable strippers,
Dale was making use of his front dentures.

I had the loom diagram drawn up by our
engineer ona piece of scrap paperinthe back
ofthe service lorry back at Deeside, which was
senttomeafterrunning downtheroad to find
4G to call. We were atside of the road for that
long the sweeper car turned up! Withthemin
toe and anabundance of spectators all wanting
to getinvolved, they politely watched our
sophisticated bodge...|mean repair! We made
itto thearrival control of Dyfhant with seconds
to spare beforeincurring penalty lateness. We
pulled off a roadside repair job worthy ofan A*!

Butlying mid 20s overall, | had to make sure
we started going up the overall standings and
notbackwards. Starting day three, we were
inside the top 15 and fifth R5 overall. We were
behind Petter and Phil on the road, which was
funontheroadsections; plenty of storiesand
questions asked. Dyfi, Hafren and Sweet Lamb
andthen Myherinawaited. These were stages|

Solberg was the man to beat on Wales Rally GB

“I got an insight into how competitive Petter Solberg still Is”

Photos: Andre Lavadinho, Jakob Ebrey, Red Bull Content Pool

callhomeand boy, did we come out fighting.

Taking five seconds out of Petter through
Dyfi, he soon became wary of our times. He was
coming straightto mydoor, asking “well what
timeyoudo...?” gotasmall glimpse of the
world championand how mightily competitive
he stillwas. And you can see why he was
nicknamed Mr Hollywood. Everywhere we
were, albeitthe arse end of nowhere, hisarmy
offansappeared outthe trees. He always
embraceditand had time for everyone who
came over foraphoto orautograph.

OnSunday Great Orme had been cancelled,
onlyleaving us with three stages and the gap
was close between usand Pierre-Louis Loubet. |
was well up for the fight for podium honoursin
WRC 2. We kept Loubet behind and witha huge
grinonourfaceswe crossed thelinein11th
overall, first privateer, first Welsh crew and third
R5 car; behind 2003 world champion Petter
and future world champion Kalle Rovenpera.

| was thrilled for the PCRS team; our
teamwork had shone through. Afirm
handshake from Andrea Adamo confirmed
we didadid goodjob. Butnow to the white
elephantinthe room.Rememberthat15.1s
deficiton stage one? We finished 14.7s behind
Petterintheend...

YINg o)
Cave was the first Welsh crew to finish Rally GB
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MARK &
DAVID
HIGGINS:

‘NO TEAM MANAGER WAS
BRAVE ENOUGH TO PUT US

BOTH IN THE SAME TEAM'

The Higgins brothers reflect on their career highs and lows as

Markand David always
supported each other

they face the MN readers’ questions. By L

s this a quiz? What’s our
prize if we win?” quips
Mark Higgins, less than a
minute into our phone call.
The competitive edge that
yielded him three British
Rally titles hasn’t faded.
Butit’s not just Motorsport News
he’s addressing; brother David
is here too.

David, on paper at least, is the more
successful of the brothers with 10 US
titles and one British crown on his CV.
But when they were both competing
inthe BRC, it was Mark who more
often than not was enjoying the
larger spotlight in the top classes.

Butwho’s the better driver? Why is
David congratulated every time he
goes to America and why did crashing
a Vauxhall Nova land Mark his first big
break? All thatand more are revealed
as the Motorsport News’s readers put
the Higgins brothers to the test.

Question: “You’ve driven many cars
throughoutyour career but which is
your favourite andis there a caryou
haven’tdriven butwouldliketo?”
Greg Tomkins

Via Twitter

Mark Higgins: “That’s difficult.
There’s favourite cars for different
rallies. The F2 cars on Tarmac were
fantastic and the [Nissan] Sunny was a
great car, and any World Rally carona
proper sort of stage is fantastic as well.
Allthe World Rally cars have gota

uke Barry

similar feel, any ofthose are good. And
then probably my favourite car of all to
drive was the TT car [Subaru Impreza].
So everything really [laughs].”

David Higgins: “My favourite would
definitely be the last Subaru [I drove]
in America because it was the ultimate
rally car where the regulations were
free, loads of power, good handling and
everything so that was pretty good. And
probably the two cars [ would love to
drive: I’venever done arally ina proper
Group 4 Escortso I wouldneed to do
thatat some point, but the other one
would be the old Toyota Celica ST185
because that was the top car atthe time
when [ was getting into rallying with
[Juha] Kankkunen, [Carlos] Sainz and
those guys. That would be something
Iwouldreally liketohaveagoin.”
MN: Are there any of each other’s cars
you’d have liked to have competed in?
MH: “I would like to have competed
inone of David’s last Subarus, they
were pretty awesome. We had one of
his old cars in China for abit which
was nice but his latest cars looked
megato be honest.”

DH: “From my point of view, pretty
much every year when Mark was in
factory F2 cars [ wanted to be in one
ofthem!”

Question: “What’s the worst car
you’ve both driven?”

Jamie Edwards

Via Twitter

MH: “Peugeot 306. Basically we’d
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Mark drove for VW in1999;
David nearly joined him

Mark wasatop sixregular
onRally GBinWRC Focus

come out of the Honda Civicand we

had a supported drive ina Peugeot. It just
retired all the time, I remember it being
fairly awful to be honest.”

DH: “The worst car I’ve ever done arally
inis I didthe WRC Australiaina Mini. I
don’tknow how the hell I got persuaded
into doing itbutI couldn’teven get off the
first startline because the ruts were that
bad and I had to reverse before I could go
forward. The Peugeot [ 106] Maxi was an
unbelievable car on Tarmac but on gravel
and reliability and different things going
wrong it was probably one of my most
frustrating years really. It doesn’t look
like we’ve both done ourselves a good job
with getting a career with Peugeot...”
MH: “And I drove one ofthose in the
British Rallycross Championship
didn’t1? That was one of my favourite
cars though.”

Question: “Who’s the better driver?”
Cathy Metcalfe

ViaInstagram

MH: “Oh I knew that was coming!
[[will say] David.”

DH: “Mark.”

MN: Sodiplomatic! In that case, why?
MH: “I don’teven know how you could
answer that one. There’s different rallies
and different times where we’ve been
quicker than each other soit’s very, very
hard to say. There’s no way [ want to go
anywhere near America but there’s
certain rallies where we’ve been strong.”
MN: This might be more relevant to
you David. Was itahelp orahindrance

to have an obvious yardstick in Mark?
DH: “It was definitely a help to start with
because I wouldn’tevenbe inrallying if
it wasn’t for Mark because of what he did
with the Nova and the backing and things
he had, I basically was getting his cast-offs
for the first few years of things. But

then I’d say definitely in the British
championship it was a hindrance because
he was always seen as the senior one so it
was very difficultto go into teams even
because team managers at the time in

the F2 days were very concerned that
information would spread from one
ofusto the other, and none ofthe team
managers were brave enough to putus
both in the same team.

“Steve Bagnall [ Volkswagen team
manager| was quite close at one point to
doing itbutitnever happened so that was
why I chose to go offand do something
in America and Mark followed! I’ve done
alotin Chinaand alotin America so our
careers have spread but when we were
trying to do stufftogether, it was hard
for both of us because you’re competing
for the same drives, fighting for the same
sponsors. The only fall outs we’ve ever
had has been over wanting to do things
just for our own careers so that’s why it
was nice to move away and do different
things really.”

MH: “It was great when we were both
doing the British championship butin
different classes because I’d get to the end
of the stage and all I was worried about
was what David had done and trying to
find out what was happening. And that

“All 1 was
worried
about was
David”

was alot easier for our parents as well. You
canimagine mumand dad, when we’re
both doing the same thing, who they 're
actually supporting but we’ve been very,
very lucky to be inmotorsport for this long
really and there’s been more fantastic
times than there has been bad times.

Question: “Didyou have a driver you
looked up to ortried to emulate in

terms of style?”

Hayden Barry

Via Email

DH: “Inmy early days, Mark, because he
was always in the factory teams. In-car
cameras were notreally acommon thing
but he always had one and I literally used
to spend every night watching all his
videos to learn the roads and watch what
he did, so I guess Mark would be the
biggest influence on my driving. And
then as time goes on you look at different
people. I always admired Carlos [Sainz]
for his work ethic and Richard Burns.”
MH: “Isuppose for me, when [ started
on the Isle of Man nobody had really gota
works drive [from there] effectively. [Ari]
Vatanen was a hero and obviously Colin
[McRae], for their pure commitment and
attacking driving style. But the person [
looked up to massively was my dad [ Tony
Higgins] who was alovely driver and
never really got the break. He did a few
Manxs and was always competitive until
we ran out of money, tyres and clutches.”
DH: “He’s still really fastnow.”

MH: “Yeah sitting with dad now he’s so
smooth and makes it look very effortless,

and he’s 70-odd now. Heusedtodo a lot
attherally school, he had a very natural
way of driving.”

DH: “He still goes in the simulator
every nightnow doesn’the?”

MH: “Yeah, he’d smash me at that!”

Question: “Whatwas the most pivotal
momentin bothyour careers?”

Alex Waterman

Via Email

DH: “I think it’s very hard to put it down
to one but I think as an overall thing it’s
when you start to get people to believe in
youto actually give you the opportunity.
It’s such a fine line between everything
going great and having absolutely
nothing, [ don’tthink you canreally pin it
down to one single moment.

“Butthere have been so many people
thathave helped me. It was [Peugeot
competition boss] Mick Linford in the
early days, then it was Paul Barrett and
then Hugh [ Evans] stepped in when I had
the fine and no licence to compete or do
anything so that was really grim and then
he got me going again to get me in the right
frame of mind before getting picked up by
Subaru. In the meantime I did an awful lot
in China as well. [ Asquith Autosport boss]
Richard Asquith definitely picked both
myselfand Mark up and we did seasons
with him. Richard Asquith and his family
have probably helped more drivers who
haven’t got big budgets than anybody in
the country. They would find money to go
and do atest even when you thought it was
notpossible because Richard was so keen
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F2Fordin1995 proveda
challenge for David

to be in the car. He just wanted to be doing
itall the time.”

MH: “Yeah, brilliant guy. [He helped]
Niall McShea, Neil Wearden, Robbie
Head, myselfand David and we had
some fantastic times with Richard. He
did it for the love of the sport, not for
making money and was a big part for
alotofpeople; very important guy.”

MN: What about you then Mark? Any
one or a few moments that stand out?
MH: “There’s always massive ups and
downs and times you think it’s all over
and then something crops up. Atthe very
beginning, a very importantrally forme
was Ypres [1991]. It was the first time
we’d everrented a Group A car, it was my
firstleft-hand drive and we basically sold
alotof stuffto go overand do this onerally
inthe Nova Challenge. There was Alister
McRae there, David Metcalfe was doing it
and [Bernard] Munster. I don’t think I’ve
ever crashed somuch in onerally. [ was
talking to David about it the other night
because I’ve got my Nova here and every
time David rang up to find out what was
going on, I’d been off orrolled again.

“But there were seven stages in arow
which we did one second behind Metcalfe
and level with Munster but were about
25-30 seconds quicker than all the other
challenge guys and I think that brought me
to Vauxhall’s attention and I gota works
drive with Vauxhall in 92 which was my
first one. And that got the ball rolling again
but that died offafter ’92 when David
Metcalfe was killed, and then Richard
[Asquith] picked us up in the little Castrol

continued on page 14
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Davidiseyeing
abig'21season

Manx was an event
Mark dominated

Honda Civic for ’94 which was a fantastic
year because we did loads ofrallies. And
that gotus back into F2 and F2 was just
starting to build momentum then, and
was lucky enough to getinto Nissan.”

Question: “Do either of haveyou a
moment or situation you wish you’d
handled differently throughout

your career?”

Graeme Haggarty

Via Email

DH: “There’s many! I regret not trying

[in the] World championship, Inever did
muchinitbecause I didn’thave the budget
to doitproperly and [ wish I’d maybe
given a little bitmore to do the Production
cup but then in hindsight, everyone that’s
done that has never really got anywhere
afterwards where I’ve been lucky to make
aliving out of doing it. The only thing very
early on I would definitely say is when
wentinto the F2 Ford in 95 it was way too
soon for me but at the time, when you’re
that young you think you’re ready for
anything. [fThad had another year doing
something [that was] a little more of a
stepping stone it would’ve been way
better than going straight into that car

too soon. I ended up having abigaccident
that set me back for a while as well and
things so it was areally difficult situation,
especially being team-mates with
GwyndafEvans and everything else.
Soif could do one thing different
I'would have held back that year and
doneitthe year after.”

MH: “It’s very hard to say what you
would have done differently. There were a

few things that went against me that I felt
could’ve been big opportunities for
[driving in the] World championship. We
had footand mouth at the wrong time,
there were a few things like that that
happened. But generally to be doing it for
as long as we both have we’ve been very
fortunate but [I] regretted notdoing a
proper World championshiprally ina
World Rally car on Tarmac, that’s the one
thing I never got to do.

“We were meant to be doing the British
championship ina Focus [WRCin2001]
but then the championship got canned so
we didn’tdo any rallying. Then I got a one-
off chance to do Rally GB atthe end of the
year and that was the year we were lying
fifth when potentially 12 people could’ve
won therally back then, but we got pulled
outafter Carlos and Colin crashed so that
was a bitofadowner. Things were going
quite well then. We were lucky enough to
be team-mates with Colin and Carlos on,
[think, three Rally GBs, did lots of Rally
GBs and we were always around the top
six. Inearly did Rally Ireland in the
Stobart-backed Focus but unfortunately
Pirelli wouldn’tallow me to doitas [ was
contracted to them and the Stobart car was
onMichelins. It would’ve been interesting
to see how that would’ve gone.”

Question: “Which one of you is best on
the spanners for your respective son’s
karting careers?”

Tony Hughes

ViaFacebook

MH: “Definitely David. [ can build a car
and do things, but there’s always a box

ofbits left over. Soit’s good itbeing
lightweight but it doesn’t necessarily
work very well.”

DH: “I think Mark is also really clever
where he actually makes outhe’s really
shitso more people do things for him.”
MH: “Tjust like company when I'm
building stuft[laughs].”

MN: Whatabout the karting?

DH: “I did train as amechanic when I left
school, I worked atmy dad’s garage and
have worked on cars ever since. Karting
was something I did for abitlonger than
Mark and I never really stopped karting
that much throughout my rallying [career]
so I probably find the kart stuffa lot easier
to do than Mark justbecause I’m around it
all the time and when I’mnotrallying I’'m
literally full-time with [son] Matthew’s
racing. Mark’s busy with the [ James
Bond] movies and things so it’s harder for
himto fititin butIlove doing t, I just think
it’s a great thing to be doing.”

MH: “Definitely having mechanical
knowledge is good. I’ve got very basic
mechanical knowledge, I can get myself
outofahole with most stuffand that’s
important for arally. The amount of times
we’ve had to bolt things together and
comeup with aplanto getyourselfoutofa
stage, but often enough if David was in the
rally as well he’d be the first person I’d be
asking ‘canyou giveme ahand?””’

Question: “Who was your greatestrival
ifyou hadto pick one throughoutyour
career, excluding each other?”

Simon Byers

Via Email

-

MH: “I think your greatest rival always is
your team-mate. They re in the same car
soyou’ve gotto win that battle as there’s
no excuses. So [ think rather than putting
itdown to one person—there was a couple
ofpeople inthe BRC we had some
interesting battles with and I won’t
elaborate on that much more, so I think
I’lljustleave it with team-mates.”

DH: “Yeah  agree really. When you think
back on how long our careers have been
and how many different types of cars;
there were some people that were really
tough to battle against in Group N and
other people who were tough to go against
indifferent categories so I think just your
team-mate is the easiest answer for that.”
MH: “Yeah, I don’t want to build anyone
up and give them the satisfaction of
thinking they’re good [laughs]!”

MN: Will you give us the initials?

MH: “No, I’'mnot going to!”” [Mark then
refused to tell MN off the record too. ]

Question: “Do either of you have any
plans for areturn to rallycross?”
[Markwon BRX in 2018 and David
didvarious races in Americal

Dan Wright

Via Twitter

DH: “Iloved driving the rallycross
cars, they are amazing and I would do it
again butit’s not something I’d make a
massive career path. The problem with
itis, itisabrilliant sport and a brilliant
thing, but there’s so much luck involved
with it as well. You’ll win races you
definitely don’t deserve to win and
you’ll do many more races that maybe

David's sole British title came with a Hyundai Accent WRC in 2004
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Both brothers
tried rallycross

i

you should’ve won. You’re so reliant
on everybody else and other people that
it’s good for the spectators but  would
rather go circuit racing than rallycross
asachoice.”

MH: “I enjoyed it but  was very
frustrated with it as well, especially the
British championship. Again as David
saidit’s a bit ofa lottery and sometimes
itappeared to be abit of richman’s
bumper cars but the cars are fantastic

to drive. If you get a bad start, the whole
weekend is over for you but the cars are
justamazing and the whole atmosphere
is just fantastic. But there’s nothing like
arally and ifyou getit wrong inarally
and there’s normally only one person to
blame. The co-driver [laughs]!”

MN: How much does arallying
background help you inrallycross?
MH: “It’s definitely more like rally
[than racing] and the whole thing is a
compromise. You’ve never got a perfect
set-up because you’re on Tarmac tyres
on gravel and you’re almost on gravel
suspension on Tarmac so it’s just about
adapting to conditions and lines and
stuff. And also having somebody talking
to you with the spotter, that’s quite a
good from arally point of view where
you’re used to having pacenotes.
['think rallying does help but the sport’s
changed massively over the past 10-15
years so the accuracy and the racing
drivers have worked very well for the
sportas well.”

Question: “When will we next see you
inarally car?”
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Mark flying high
in Sardinia, 2005

Tyrone Bungay

Via Email

DH: “Yeah, obviously I’ve not stopped.
This year’s made things really difficult.
We’re still hoping to maybe get out

on some [American] events this year
depending on if we can travel or

not really but looking to do a full
programme again next year. But
obviously when you’ve been at the
highest level in any category with the
best cars and the best teams, you need
to make sure you’ve got everything in
place to do it properly again because it
would be really frustrating to go back
[and not be competitive]. Alot of
opportunities often come up to do

the odd event but you want to make
sure you’re doing the right event in the
right car with the right team.”

MH: “I think what David said there as
well, one thing we’ve learned is you
either do it properly or you don’tdo it
all. I’d love to have a little go out, this is
my longest gap ever from doing arally.
The lastone I did was in China [2017]
and [ domissityeah, I’d love to get
back in a car. Before ’'mtoo old!”

Question: “Abobsled run, Isle of

Man TT course or the Transfagarasan.
Which was the most challenging
Subaru event, Mark?”

Thomas Harrison-Lord

Via Twitter

MH: “Definitely the TT, hands down.
The Transfagarasan is more like a rally
stage so the speeds weren’t as high.
There were high-speed sections buta lot

[E
i

oflow-speed sections. The bobsleigh
run I just pointed it and hung on for dear
life, [ wasn’treally driving down there
butthe TT is by far the most, not scary
that’s the wrong word, but adrenalising
thing I’ve ever done in my life.”

MN: And of course you had that huge
high-speed save...

MH: “That was just lucky! That was
155mph and it started going sideways,
that was a bit of a wake-up call. The
worst thing about that is I had another 36
miles to think about what nearly happened.”
DH: “The TT event was good for me

as well as [ probably get congratulated
on that one every single time I go to

an American rally. [ have to talk through
in great detail how I managed to save
thatmoment!”

MH: “Me and David have had people
argue with us telling us that we’ve done
stuff, getting us mixed up with each
other. This happens quite regularly so
wenow just agree with itand go along
with it. It’s been great being American
champion for all these years...”

Question: “Whatis David’s most
[frightening momentwhen he opened his
‘night experience’rally driving school?

Apartfrom trying to instruct British
Touring Car Championship driver [and
then Motorsport News track tester| Paul
O’Neill...

MattJames

Via Twitter

DH: “Oh god, yeah that was a stupid idea
thatreally. Everyone knows what the
forestis like there, it’s literally such a dark

place. [When] people drive round the
forest school in the day time they

see all the danger but when the night
course came on, because the lights are just
pointing forward, nobody saw any drops.
They were all just so much faster in the dark
because they couldn’t see any danger so,
yeah, we didn’tdo them for very longreally.”
MN: What were the benefits ofhaving
thatrally school?

DH: “I think for both of us it opened

up so many connections with people.
Whether it was someone who was going
there testing or the amount of seat time we
could get from driving other people’s cars,
[it] was something we never gotanywhere
else. That for me was the main benefit.
When I took it over from my parents it got
alotharder because you were doing a lot
more day-to-day running of the thing that
youdidn’t get the same sort of fun and
enjoyment of doing the courses even. But
certainly in the early days, Mark was
teaching all the time and having the time to
go in the cars made amassive difference.
The cars weren’t necessarily so
representative of what we were driving
butthe conditions, you’d see frost on the
road so you’d know it was slippery so
you’d be able to read the conditions of the
road way better and

be way faster.”

MH: “And for every bad driver, there’s
often something occasionally they’d do
quite well which you thought ‘that could
actually work’. You were seeing things
all the time but we never, ever took our
cars up and went to practice. Dad
wouldn’tletus!” H

Nissan was Mark’s
firstbig F2drive
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THE MACHINES

THAT HIT ALL THE
RIGHT NOTES

We've collected together what our experts have determined at the best-sounding motorsport cars of all time

hile the racing and rally cars
have been locked away since

missed the sights and sounds
of their favourite machines.

Motorsport News has setouton a
task to find the best-sounding racer
ofall time. Itis no easy job, but our assembled brains
have tried to sort them into some kind of order.

Itis all subjective, of course, and much will depend on
what cars you watched growing up, which ones made
you fall in love with motorsport in the first place and
which ones you’ve seen time and time again.

Here’s our opinions, but we would never claim
to be perfect. If there is one you think we’ve missed,
or your favourite is not on the list, let us know at
@MNDMotorsport on Twitter or search for
Motorsport News on Facebook.

Motorsport News’ expert panel: David Addison (Programme-
collecting anorak); Luke Barry (MN Reporter); Matt Burt (Angry
Cornishman who used to edit MN); Bernard Cottrell (If you've

raced it, he has officiated you); Jakob Ebrey (If you've raced it, he

has photographed you); Ben Edwards (Racer, who picks up the mic
sometimes); Carl Faux (Top engineer and former Ministox racer); lan
Flux (Serial hedonist); Louise Goodman (Often followed around by
acameraman and a soundman); Alan Gow (BTCC overlord); Andy
Hallbery (Former Autosport editor); Tim Harvey (Chief taste tester for
Patisserie Valerie); Helena Hicks (MN'’s Digital Content Editor); Alan
Hyde (Gravelly voiced BTCC pitlane pin-up); Matt James (Karl Jones
fan); Andrew Jordan (Historics driver who does a bit of BTCC too); Mike
Jordan (Ex-GT champ and spectacle wearer); Graham Keilloh (MN
Deputy Editor); Paul Lawrence (MN’s Historics ace); Graham Lister (Rally
fan and all-round expert); Scott Mitchell (MN’s F1 guru); Hal Ridge
(MN’s rallycross lover); lan Titchmarsh (BRDC Stalwart and ace talker).

March, all motorsport fans have

Famously remembered for powering just
one grand prix victory, the outrageous BRM
H16 engine was an incredibly bold bid to
meet the new three-litre grand prix engine
regulations introduced for 1966.

Upuntil 1965, the works BRM team had
enjoyed success withiits 1.5-litre V8 engine.
To suitthe new engine rules, one V8 was put
on top of another to make a three-litre H16-
pattern engine. Brave or foolhardy is a matter
of opinion, but the engine, much like the V16
BRM unit of the early 1950s, failed to deliver
reliability to match the incredible nose
emanating from the pair of V8s.

Ironically, its only F1 win came in the back
ofaLotus as Jim Clark nursed his H16-engined
Lotus 43 to victory at Watkins Glen late in
1966. Lotus was already waiting for the
Cosworth DFV to arrive.

Thanks to the commitment of Jim Clark fan
Andy Middlehurst, we still get the chance to
see and hear Clark’s H16-engined 43 as Andy
has painstakingly rebuilt the carand givesita
run from time to time. Once it has cleared its

Jim ClarkinaLotus tookthe e .- & W " throat, the BRM H16 engine makes a sensational

H16's sole Watkins Glen win

noise: itwas abold idea but destined to
disappoint the fans. Paul Lawrence

24 Aston Martin DBR1-2 (Lola-Aston Martin B09/60)

Aston Martin’s return to the top-flight ~ World Endurance Championship development of an existing sportscar The Prodrive-created AMR-One

at Le Mans in 2008 had been beset was in the midst of'its diesel design from the British manufacturer, ~ for2011 and it was a total disaster

with problems, and in terms of its revolution at the time. was atitle winner in the 2009 Le Mans  and was soon parked (its chassis

impact in the sport, it is nothing While the Audis and Peugeots Series with Jan Charouz, Tomas Enge ~ formed the basis of the radical

more than a mere footnote. But whispered their way around the and Stefan Mucke driving. There was DeltaWing which was to follow.

what it did deliver in spades was world’s iconic circuits, the petrol- a fourth place at Le Mans in 2010 for Aston wheeled out the Lola again

a glorious soundtrack that will live powered six-litre V12, a tweaked the Eastern European-run car, butthat  atthe end of the campaign, but things

long in the memory. version from the DBR1 GT car, was a highlight —the official works in WEC were beginning to move on
Perhaps the reason that the Aston stood loud and proud as cars were beset by problems. by that stage and the symphony was

Martin-motivated Lola design something different. The sound was right, but the finally called to a halt.

is an outstanding sound is that the The Lola-built B09/60, whichwasa  reliability was very wrong. Matt James Lola-Aston Martin—-actually moving...

ZanardiwasaHonda winner

iseri

Little wonder that 1990s CART is decade’s second half. Its entrance

looked back on with affection. in 1994 was difficult too, as with
The cars in America’s prime its cast iron block Honda even
single-seater category looked failed to qualify for that year’s
the part and made a mighty fine Indianapolis 500.
racket, powered by 900bhp, For 1995 Honda therefore
15,000rpm, 2.65-litre single- started with a blank sheet and,
turbo V8s. The sound was potent, with many harsh lessons from
asharp elegant whirr and growl, ’94 incorporated, produced an
encapsulating somehow what a aluminium alloy HRH engine,
top-level racing engine should be. whichin 95 won arace. But
And Honda’s unit was the best even so what followed in 1996
ofthe lot, leading a frenzied was stunning.

multi-marque engine race in the The HRH-A engine suddenly

23 1996 Honda V8-powered Indycars

produced statistics reminiscent
of Honda’s Formula 1 glory days
inthe preceding decade, winning
11 races from 16 and powering
Jimmy Vasser and Ganassi to
honours. Five of that year’s six
Honda-powered runners won
arace. Againlikeinits F1 glory
days, it was largely a matter

of constant development and
incremental gains adding up.
And Honda was still winning
titles into the following decade.
Graham Keilloh
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22 Peugeot 905

AFormula 1 engine ina sportscar.
Peugeot’s 905 V10 engine
powered the car to dominance
inthe dying days of Group C
sportscar racing before it was put
inthe back of McLaren’s MP4/9
foranunsuccessful foray into F1.

chosen route with the spectacular-
looking 905.

The 3500cc V10 unit, with
anunconventional 80-degree vee
angle, was unreliable at first in
1991, with ts light alloy
construction and four valves per

and some more grunt with 700
horsepower now on tap, up

from the original 641. PSAnever
looked back as it steamrolled its
way through 1992 against modest
opposition from Toyota and
wonatLe Mansin 1993. Its

sportscar racing should be F1 with
extrabodywork, but with costs
spiralling and opposition levels
falling, Peugeot left once its
mission was accomplished.

Inthe McLaren, the unit was
underpowered and unreliable

Peugeot had aroad car range of cylinder, twin cam layout. The shrill scream at high revs echoed and it was a shortand
dull family cars. [tneededa PR SA35-A1 enjoyed amid-season anF1 grid ofthetime, underlining  forgettable marriage.
boostand sportscarracingwasthe  overhaul and foundthe durability ~ Bernie Ecclestone’s desire that David Addison

21 Porsche 956/962C 20 Ferrari 333SP

the drivers’title and continued to
run at the front in the States until
1998. The machine was also
adominant force in the FIA
Sportscar Championship and it
won all bar one race in that maiden
campaign in 1998. Title success
stretched onto 2001, when the car
then became outclassed and that
even led privateer team Doran
Racingto fita Judd engine to the

The 333SPwas something that
European fans would have had
to work hard to go and watchrace.
It was originally destined as an
IMSA race, with the impetus
behind the car coming from
MOMO boss Giampiero Moretti.
It marked Ferrari’s first proper
sportscar assault for 20 years
whenitmadeits debutin 1994. It
was anunusual project for Ferrari
asithad collaborated with Dallara

gearbox. Butatits heart was the
F130E, 65-degree V12 witha
displacementof3997cc. The

five valves-per-cylinder engine
pushed out more than 640bhp

and used a lightweight aluminium
block and cylinder head.

The unmistakable V12 yowl
of the engine was something that
sportscar fans weren’tused to,
and the high-pitched tone was

The only flat-six to appear in
this list is probably included
more for the memories it
made and the successes it
earned, rather than the
sound it created.

The block itself had originally
been designed for an aborted
IndyCar entry, and the German
firm conducted testing ahead
ofthe introduction of the 956
by putting the 2.6-litre motor
inaredesigned 936 chassis
—and itwon at Le Mans in
1981 with Jacky Ickx and

ll_;.‘_.-"'-'-' -— -

Yves Loubet was an exp

Derek Bell driving.

The 956 made its debut in
1982 and, as it was a Porsche’s
first ground effect car and the
works team employed a host of
star drivers, it dominated from
the start. Boosted by a phalanx
of customer cars, it would go on
to have unprecedented success.

The 620bhp twin-turbo motor
had both air-cooled cylinders
and a water-cooled cylinder
head was later fitted with
electronic fuel injection
rather than the original

T

18 TVRTUSCANAJP VS

T

onent ofe ‘breathed-on’ three-litre AlfaRomeo GTV6

The 956 was the dominant
forcein Group Cracing

mechanical format, which
was better able to cope with
the increasing demands on
fuel efficiency. The engine
capacity was increased by
some teams who derived
qualifying ‘specials’too.

The car took four straight
wins at Le Mans from 1982
to 1985, and then the reworked
962 which used a slightly
longer chassis which was also
accepted torace inthe USA
by IMSA, took two more.
Matt James

TVR, under the chairmanship
of Peter Wheeler, finally gave
up on the venerable Rover V8
engine and created its own
powerplant, the AJPS.

Engine guru, Al Melling,
engineer John Ravenscroft and
Wheeler gave their names to the
V8 unit that emitted a harsher
bark than the lusty Rover, but
Wheeler wanted an engine
that he could sell to others if
required, plus he feared that
with BMW taking over what

was left of Rover it would drop
the engine once and for all.

With a flat-plane crankshaft,
a75-degree vee angle, a single
overhead camshaft system
arrangement handling two
valves per cylinder and
sequential fuel injection,
the engine helped to modernise
the image of TVR.

Although the engine found a
home in the road car Cerbera, it
powered the TVR Tuscan grid
from 1996 onwards, at just

121kgs a lighter unit than the
Rover. They were durable,

too, as a hectic race schedule
underlined their longevity.
While itdidn’thave quite the
same throaty sound as the Rover,
once 40 of them were unleashed
atonce, the trembling ground
more than compensated for the
sound! Production stopped in
2003 as TVR ended production
of the Cerbera but plenty still
abound in clubracing TVRs.
David Addison

on the design of the chassis,
transmission and suspension,
while Hewland provided the

Theglorious Ferrari333SP

quickly seared into the mind of
those who had heard it.

It was an immediate success in
the USA, taking Fermin Velez to

19 Alfa Romeo GTVG6

Inthe 1980s, the European
Touring Car Championship’s
nomads went from country to
country in their droves.

It was a time of different shapes,
sizes and sounds on the grid, as
Group A united nations in their
touring car racing and a perfect
car to tackle the mini-enduro
races was the AlfaRomeo GTV6.
Autodelta built the cars with their
symphonic-sounding V6 2.5-litre
powerplants that sang around

Europe for the likes of the Jolly
Club and Luigi Racing. The
engines were durable, rugged
and, as aresult, the cars were
affordable for the hordes of
enthusiastic privateers, meaning
that they virtually locked out the
1601-2500cc class.

Eventheroad car, withatop
speed of 128mph, a 0-60 time of
eightseconds and 160 horsepower
inthe early 1980s, was impressive

inits ownright, butit was the sound

car to try and remain at the front
inthe American Le Mans Series:
sacrilege, surely?

Matt James

that stirred most people.
Autodelta also breathed on the
engine to make a three-litre that
Yves Loubetused to grab third on
the 1986 Tour de Corse in the face
ofthe mighty Group B monsters.
The GTV6had another
advantage: itraced inatime when
silencing regulations weren’tas
stringent as now, meaning that its
mezzo-soprano sound went
unrestricted. Sheer bliss.
David Addison

Lee Carolineinone of
the Blackpool beasts
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17 Audi qquattro
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Thefive-cylinder

Ifyou’re aparent that has arally-
mad child, you can probably
blame the Audi quattro for the
sound they make when running
around the house and up the
stairs. Or have [ justneedlessly

uncovered an embarrassing story

from my childhood?

No matter, the Audi quattro
was revolutionary in more ways
than justits four-wheel-drive
system. The 2.1-litre in-line five-
cylinder unit that powered it to

—

Audileftand impression, and it is a sound that's relived today

the 1983 and *84 World Rally
Championship titles was a thing
ofbeauty. [t was clever too, as the
turbo utilised arecirculating air
system with the aim of keeping
the unit spinning at high revs
when the driver backed off the
throttle. This reduced turbo

lag but way more importantly,
created an utterly sensational
noise. The quattro’s engine
sounds snarly enough at full

tilt, but over crests and bumps

with the wastegate chattering
away it’s on another level. In the
Group B era where everything
was turned up beyond 11, this
engine note still stood out.
Turge you to take a quick break,
head onto YouTube and find

the quattro video from the

1000 Lakes Rally in Finland
uploaded by ‘5CylinderSound.’
I’m considering making that
partof my daily routine.

Luke Barry

15 Ford GT40 seven-litre

Ford’s assault on Ferrari’s

Le Mans dominance in the
early 1960s has been recently
documented in a Hollywood
take on Ford’s desire to crush
its Italianrival. The
development of the seven-litre
Ford V8 engine was an intrinsic
part of that story.

When first launched, the
GT40ran a fairly mild 380bhp
version of Ford’s well-used 4.7-
litre V8 engine. While Le Mans
didnot go well in 1964, the car

Te bigger block Ford GT40 was able to crush the opposition at Le Mans in 1966

enjoyed some success but was
comprehensively outpaced by
the Ferraris inthe 1965 Le Mans
test weekend. That prompted
Ford to bring forward the use
ofaheavily reworked seven-
litre V8 unit that had been

under development.

It was all too rushed and,
though quick, the 427 cubic inch
V8-powered cars were all out of
the 24-hours early due to lack of
development. However, the
brutish seven-litre V8 paid

dividends in 1966 when Ford
dominated the race. With
485bhp and ample torque
on tap, the seven-litre V8 was
awinneranditamadea
stunning noise with a fairly
low-revving growl.
Ironically, after a Le Mans
win in the back of the MkKIV
version of the GT401n 1967,
the big engine was banned
from the classic race for 1968
on safety grounds.
Paul Lawrence

The sight and sound of a Porsche
917 atspeed is one of the great
motorsport spectacles. It was
aprojectdesigned to give
Porsche a first victory at Le
Mans and the 917 was quite
simply an all-time classic of
international sportscar racing.

That first Le Mans win
followed in 1970 when
Hans Herrmann and Richard
Attwood triumphed in
pouring rain in the Porsche
Salzburg-entered 917.

Power for the project was
produced by, effectively,
mating two Porsche 2250cc
flat-six engines that the
company had used extensively
inracing. Dubbed the type
912,the 4500cc flat-12 engine
featured twin overhead cams
driven from centrally mounted
gears and offered the 917
more than 500bhp for its
debutin 1969.

The same base engine was later
taken out to five-litres as the 917
got quicker and quicker and ran
heavily developed bodywork in
the ongoing search for high-

The Mercedes interest in
motorsport was on the up in
the late 1990s, and Group C
was its playground. Swiss
privateer Sauber was the
trailblazer, and when it
introduced the C8 in 1985,

it was a works-blessed effort.

The three-pointed steamroller
had started and gathered pace
with anew board at the German
firm and increased assistance.
However, it was when the C9
came on stream at the beginning
of 1987 that the true Silver
Arrows were reborn.

The aging M 117 engine that
had originally been designed in
the early 1970s was replaced
with a more up-to-date M119
version. Twin turbos were added
to the original blow, and the five-
litre V8 growling powerplant
was an instant hit and its guttural
echo made the ground shake as it
powered by.

There was a 1-2 lockout at
Le Mans as Jochen Mass,
Manuel Reuter and Stanley
Dickens buried the memories
of adisastrous appearance in
the French classic 12 months

Advertising enquiries: 01233 228753

16 Porsche 917

Porsche finally conquered Le Mans witha winin1970

speed stability at Le Mans.

This is a Porsche racing
engine in the very best tradition
and the noise it makes is Porsche
through and through. The
characteristic roar of the flat-12

engine is readily identifiable as
one of the sport’s best-loved
engine notes. Itis anoise that
oozes Le Mans atmosphere
and history.

Paul Lawrence

—

earlier. The showdown atLa
Sarthe was not part of the
championship in that season,
but the Swiss-German alliance
dominated the points-paying
races too, winning all but one
race and allowing Jean-Louis
Schlesser to scoop the World

Let’s get ready to rumble: the iconic C9 sports racer

Sports Prototype Championship
to add to the teams’ crown.

The subsequent C11 wenton
to lift the World Sportscar title
too, but it was the sight and
sound of those reborn Silver
Arrows that lives in the memory.
Matt James

13 1995 McLaren F1 GTR-BMW V12

It says something when you
make aroad car so good that,
despite your intentions and
almost as a matter of inevitability,
itbecomes aracer. And then
claims considerable racing
success including the ultimate
accolade of Le Mans 24-Hour
victory. The McLarenF1 is
suchacar.

McLaren’s genius designer
Gordon Murray, rather fed up
with Formula 1, while waiting
foraplane home froma grand
prix pitched to boss Ron Dennis

the idea of making the ultimate
road car.

Murray can be said to have
achieved just that, and the
McLarenF1’sBMW V12
engine is absolutely in keeping
with the perfection. Murray
insisted on a naturally-aspirated
engine, wanting toavoid a
turbo’s potential unreliability
and reduced driver control.

But Murray also wanted racing

pedigree from his engine partner:

Isuzu was passed over on that
basis; Honda, McLaren’s famous

F1 affiliate of the age, passed up
the chanceto getinvolved. That
left BMW’s M division, headed
by legendary Paul Rosche.
Murray wanted 550bhp and
250kg of weight. He got from
BMW 627bhp and 266kg, from
a6.1-litre all-aluminium V12
which also boasted 480ft b of
torque. And its shattering engine
note, an inimitable piercing wail,
was another thing in keeping
with the car that is almost too
goodtobetrue.
Graham Keilloh

The ultimate road car, the McLaren F1 GTR-BMW, flew on the race tracks as well
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12 1990 Ferrari641 V12

Ahowling V12, inthe back ofa
blood-red Ferrari. Moreover in
ablood-red Ferrari of such
flowing and sculpted elegance
thatitended up in New York’s
Museum of Modern Art.

This one is steeped inromance,
soitmay be a surprise that
the engine spec came from the
infamous non-romantic Ferrari
designer John Barnard. But with
naturally-aspirated engines
replacing F1’s muted turbos from

1989, Barnard took the cold
decision that 12 cylinders could
rev higher than 10 or eight.
Alsothe machine was not just
asensory experience. The engine
was underpowered initially,
but this was soon sorted and
throughout the 1990 season it got
an incredible number of updates,
to the point that by the year’s latter
partit was thought to match the
mighty Honda’s top-end power at
around 680bhp—though it likely

remained shy on low-end punch.
The car took six wins during

’90 and was an Ayrton Senna
professional foul away from
ending Ferrari’s infamous
drivers’title drought a decade
before Michael Schumacher did.
Perhaps too if genius Barnard had
hung around, rather than walking
when exasperated with Ferrari
politics, thatalso would have been
enough to get this one over the line.
Graham Keilloh

The beautiful noise came
fromagorgeous chassis

11 BMW M3 E30 10 BRM V16

The BMW M3 E30 engine was always
going to be a hit, given the brains trust
behind it. Paul Rosche, the head of the
motorsport department, was given the
task of creating a sporty 3-series and he
used the four-cylinder two-litre 3-Series
engine, increasingittoa2.3-litre
powerplantusing four-valve engineering.

BRM’s V16 grand prix engine
was quite a marvel of technical
development when it was
designed by a team headed by
Peter Berthonin 1947. Asa
1500cc supercharged unit
revving to 12,000rpm, it was
an absolute screamer but it was

It was kept to a four-cylinder engine, also very complex and
rather than six, as the larger engine started inherent reliability issues
to vibrate much sooner than the smaller prevented it from ever

one, so the BMW engineers managed to
wring 10,000 rpm out of the smaller block.
BMW’s six-cylinder engine had the
same cylinder gap as the four-cylinder, so
two combustion chambers were cut off
and a panel bolted over the hole on the
rear side, and the engine that had made
the M1 so good and transformed the
venerable M635CSinow had a four-
cylinder offshoot made, astonishingly, in
under a fortnight. With 300bhp from the
2.3-litre engine, the 960kg car was an

achieving its full potential.

With at least 600bhp on tap, it
was enormously powerful for
its time and tests suggested that
itcould have been revved to
14,000 to deliver over 750bhp.
But the engine was ill-starred
from the start and suffered many
failures including cracked
cylinders and piston failures.

The V16 was used by the
works squad from 1950 onwards

There are only two surviving examples of the V16 motor

instant success. and showed flashes of great climb higher and higher. He smiled and said: “I think I
Bulletproof, the engine made the cara potential, particularly when One of the two survivingV16-  wasrather more driving itin
global hitin terms of race wins and sales as powering Juan-Manuel Fangio. engined Type 15 BRMs was fear!” Butevendrivenin fear,

anyone, top team or amateur, could order a
car, build itand go racing. And keep on
going...and going! A legend was born.

David Addison

Reliability made the BMW M3 an endurance star

Butreliability thwarted an
engine that, when running
cleanly, makes a truly

owned by Nick Mason and after
he demonstrated it at Silverstone
one day, [ asked him what it was

1t made a noise that would
melt most modern noise-
testing equipment.

incredible noise as the revs like to drive the V16 in anger. Paul Lawrence

91994 Ferrari412T1V12

S —

Enzo Ferrari is supposed to

have once said: “I married

the 12-cylinder engine and

Ineverdivorcedit.”
Ferrariracing engines over

time have come in many forms

of course, but we know that

there is something about a Ferrari

V12. And this growling V12, that

raced in Formula 1 in 1994,

had plenty about t.
Atthebroadestlevel it

represented the lastofan F1

engine-sound panacea. Already
by 1994 this engine stood alone as
anF1V12, asthetrendtothe V10
continued. Even Ferrari would
convert two years later. For 1995,
12 cylinders remained but
the unit’s size was down from
3.5-litres to 3.0. The exhilarating,
surrounding, animalistic scream
was never bettered after '94. F1
would never be the same again.
What’s more, the engine was
effective. Its 75-dgeree version

introduced mid-year—maxing

at 820bhp at 15,800rpm—

was thought without equal on
top-end grunt. On power tracks it
tended to be untouchable; Ferrari
locked out the front rows at
Hockenheim and Monza. And

it was atthe former ofthose power
tracks that Ferrari ended its win
drought, an important stepping
stone for the Jean Todt-led team to
eventually dominate the category.
Graham Keilloh

8 Porsche 911 (RSR or otherwise)

The Searchers might have told
the public they had Needles
and Pins in 1964. A pint of beer
would have set the eager drinker
back 10p and the Pink Panther
was on the loose, too.

But, in Stuttgart, brainpower
was not tempted by such
cultural trivialities.

For them, it was all about its
new 2+2 sportscar, the 901.
Well that is what it was
originally called until
Peugeot objected to the name. ..
and the 911 was born.

As soon as the car was
launched, its sporting potential
was apparent to customers.
Despite flirting with the Monte-
Carlo Rally, it took a good few
years before the factory itself
began to realise just what a hit it
might have on its hands. Indeed,
more occupied with the 908 and

917 fighting for overall honours,

there wasn’t a works Porsche
911 at Le Mans until 1973.
Since then, Porsche estimates
that the model has taken 30,000
race victories.Narrowing down

the sound of the 911 is a highly
subjective process. Itall depends
which era you regard most
fondly, but the move away from
air-cooled motors in the 1990s
paved the way for water-cooled
versions changed the sound.

It didn’t change the appeal and
the modern-day 911 RSR, the
prime race version, is a thing of
beauty. The flat-six, 4.2-litre
powerplant is unmistakable and
itis probably the ultimate
iteration ofa GT race car.

Matt James

The modern version of
the Porsche 911, the RSR
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7 Subaru flat-fouyr

Colin McRae, the north-west
of England and 1995. Need
we say any more? The Subaru
Impreza is one of the most
famous rally cars of all time
and its sound is just as special.
Whether it was powering the
Legacy, the Group A Impreza
or the various WRC-spec
machines that followed,
Subaru’s rally machines
always sounded a million
dollars. The engine was as
unique as it was pleasing
too with its flat-four boxer

The Subaru flat-four had
crackles, popsand bangs

formation. This means the
cylinders were located on
either side of a central
crankshaft which, most
pertinently, lowers the centre
of gravity. And in the case of
the Impreza 555, produces a
distinctive bark from the
exhaust too.

For some, crackles, pops and
bangs might be associated with
abowl of Rice Krispies but for
anyone with petrol for veins,
itcould only mean one thing:
McRae pitching his carinto a

:.‘-?-

corner, sideways. However,
somewhat controversially, my
favourite Impreza in the sound
department was the original
WRC car produced from 1997-
2000. The chirps from the
wastegate play their part, but in
general the whole soundtrack
is just that bit meaner and more
aggressive which does it for
me. Either way, [ anticipate
little backlash by saying the
Impreza is the best-sounding
rally car of the modern era.
Luke Barry

-—
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6 Lancia Stratos V6
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| its St famous clothing, the Lancia Strato brought Ferrar Mmusic to the stages

]
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I could wax lyrical all day about
this beautifully wedge-shaped
rally car.

The Stratosisanicon, and a
large part of this legendary status
is attributed to the engine tucked
behind the cockpit. Making
the concoction that bit more
evocative, the 2.4-litre engine
that powered the Stratos to
three WRC titles on the bounce
was lifted from a Ferrari Dino,
revving up to 7000rpm. You’d be

hard pushed to come acrossa V6
that doesn’t sound beautiful, but
the Stratos’s motor immediately
sends shivers down your spine.
The optimal audible experience
was to be found stood at the side
of slow corners —preferably a
gravel one with less traction
available —where the Stratos
would climb through the gears,
sounding utterly glorious as its
driver pulled the gears. Even
when burbling away at tick-over,

the Stratos grumble is fantastic.

The 2017 Roger Albert Clark
Rally was the last chance UK
fans had to enjoy this sound in
competition, and among the
gaggle of Mk2 Escorts, it truly
shone. The MG Metro 6R4’s
V6 can consider itself
unlucky not to have made the
cut elsewhere in this list, but
the Stratos’s exclusivity and
deeper bellow edges it for us.
Luke Barry

5 Matra v12

Halfa century ago, the
shrieking Matra V12 engine
was one of most sonorous
and unmistakable engines in
international racing.

The high-revving V12
delivers a stunning noise
when driven in anger and,
thankfully, a few examples
still run in the occasional race
or demonstration. Listening
to a Matra V12 remains one
of'the best aural experiences
available in motorsport and
recent demos at Goodwood

have been simply exquisite.
The French company
decided to use motorsportas a
promotional platform and after
initially using Cosworth and
BRM engines, funding from
Elfallowed Matrato build a
V12, three-litre grand prix
enginein 1968. Thatwas a
year after the all-conquering
Cosworth DFV first appeared.
With around 450bhp on tap,
it was in the power ballpark but
when Matra told Ken Tyrrell
that his team would have to use

its V12 engines in his Matra F 1
chassis for 1970, he switched
to the fledgling March concern
so that Jackie Stewart could
race with a Cosworth DFV.
However, the Matra
engine enjoyed some grand
prix success through the early
1970s and proved its durability
by powering works Matra
sportscars to three back-to-
back Le Mans wins in the early
1970s. It was a fine engine and
itmakes a glorious sound.
Paul Lawrence

" TheMatraVv12was behind
DFV curve, but beautiful

4 Peugeot 306-Opel Cosworth V6

Fans would flock from revving an engine up to ofeightralliesin2011.
every pocketofthe 11,000rpm did take its toll Anyone who heard this
country to hear Andy soitwas frequentlyrebuilt  carwould have placed it
Burton’s Peugeot and evolved throughout top of their personal list;
306-Cosworth sing the car’s 14 seasons too. ithad the note of a pure-
through the forests until it Butthat distinctive bred racing engine, which
was outlawedin 2011. howl always remained, was only enhanced as it
Norallycarhas,orlikely  particularly up against bounced off'the trees with
ever will, generate such the dull-by-comparison justits beautiful sound to
acult following. What WRC carsoftheera. listen to.
Herefordshire farmer Itwasn’tjustatreat The factnumber four on
Burtondid was fita for the ears though: it was this listis a shed-build and
Cosworth V6 from an fast. Burton took several notmass produced speaks
Opel DTM carintoa British ANCRO and volumes of justhow
Peugeot 306 bodytocreate  BTRDA Gold Star titles special this car was and
amid-enginedrocketship.  rightuntil the car’s shelf how much we missiit.
Asyou canimagine, life expired; winning five Luke Barry
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3 Ford Escort BDA/BDG and R$1800

Isthereamoreiconic
soundinrallying?

Is there any noise in through a forest sends a FVA four-cylinder and
motorsport that can rival buzz of anticipation through DFYV eight-cylinder engines.
that of a hard-revved the hardcore fans as its Belt-drive A series was how
Cosworth BD inadark forest?  heralds the arrival ofa itwasnamed and it wasa
Rallying’s favourite sideways Ford Escort. rallying hit in the front of

engine is a fabulous piece
ofengineering and even

50 years after its debut, it
remains the engine noise
thatrally fans lust after. The
approach ofaBDA or BDG

Backin 1967, Ford
commissioned Cosworth to
come up with areplacement
for the Lotus twin-cam

engine and the new unit,
the BDA drew from the Kent,

Escort Mkls.

Onthe back ofthe BDA
success many evolutions
followed, including the
two-litre BDG launched in
1973 and offering up to

270bhp. Nowadays, a
range of specialist engine
builders ensure that the
supply of engines and parts
is off the shelf.

Itis the BDG thatsits in the
best Escort Mk2s in historic
rallying and, after 47 years,
itstill delivers anoise that
tingles the spines of rally fans.
Paul Lawrence

2 Ford DFV

Foranyone of a certain generation,
the Ford DFV is a soundtrack to their
impressionable younger years. And
whatan engine is was.

Ford’s proactive competitions
department, under the guidance of Walter
Hayes, was an ambitious beast in the
1960s. Once it had conquered touring car
racing with the Lotus Cortina and set the
Ford Escort on its trajectory for glory, F1
beckoned. An alliance with Lotus founder
Colin Chapman was the impetus, and he
replaced his BRM engines with the new
Ford-badged, Cosworth-designed Double
Four Valve halfway through 1967. Jim
Clark won on the engine’s debut. Once
initial reliability worries had been cured,
the floodgates were smashed apart.

Not only did the engine hit the headlines
straight away, it can lay claim to have
altered the face of grand prix racing.

Once Ford decided to make itavailable

to customers (which wasn’t the initial
plan), the off-the-peg powerplant could
be slotted into the back of virtually any
design. It was carte blanche for aspiring
teams to join F 1 with amotor that had also
been adopted by the leading garagistes.

Therecord of success covered 12
Formula 1 World Championships in
15 years, ranging from Graham Hill’s
triumph in 1968 to Keke Rosberg’s
unlikely title against the onslaught
from the turbocharged cars in 1982.

Butitisn’tjustthe collection of
silverware that the powerplant earned
that makes it an all-time favourite. [ have
memories of standing around the back
of Brands Hatch as akid and hearing the
sweet sound of the DFV approaching,
itis impossible for the hairs on the back
of your next not to stand on end. Then
listen to two of them on track together:
hit the moment right, and the harmonics
synchronise and the audio experience
is elevated to a whole new level.

There were derivatives: the DFY
was an upgrade for 1983 and carried
Michele Alboreto to success in Detroit
and then the revamped DFZ took the
naturally-aspirated title in 1987.
It was used at Le Mans, and
turbocharged varieties were used
in Indycar racing too, but these were
just postscripts to the DFV story.
Matt James

i 13

Hill claimed DFV spoilsin 1968,
asdid Rosbergin1982(inset)

1 Mazcda 787B

The Japanese love affair with Le Mans is
well documented, with high profile efforts
drawing admiring glances but ultimately
coming up short. All that changed in 1991
when Mazda and its ear-splittingly
gorgeous 787B finally conquered
the twice-round-the-clock race with
Volker Weidler, Bertrand Gachot and
Johnny Herbert driving.

Remarkably, the unique Mazda Wankel
powerplant had firstrun at Le Mans in
1970 and the twin -rotary motor,

equivalent to almost two litres, was mated
to the back ofa Levi’s-supported Chevron
B16 chassis. Belgians Julian Vernaeve
and Yves Deprez made it to the four-hour
mark when the motor let them down.

That was it for a decade before Mazda
appeared again with the RX-7 model at
LaSarthein 1980 with a 1.2-litre twin
rotary in the IMSA class, finishing
seventh in the division behind machines
like the Porsche 935 and the BMW M1.

Mazdaspeed had been behind the RX-7

programme covertly, but the Group C
Junior division tempted it witha 717C
model, using a twin-rotor 1.3-litre engine.
Twelfth place was the class-winning
result with the all-Japanese driving crew
of Takashi Yorino, Yojiro Terada and
Yoshimi Katayama, while the British line-
up off Jeff Allan, Steve Soper and James
Weaver finished 18th and second in class.
The 757, and later the 767B, which can
be termed as a direct predecessor to the
787B, took a hat-trick of IMSA GTP class

wins over the latter part of the decade
using the R26B engine, which was a
2.6-litre, 700bhp powerplant.

Itwas 1991 when the miracle
happened. The 787Bs were brand new
for the 24 hours and two of them were
entered alongside an older-spec 787.
The wining car qualified alowly 19th,
but the nimble machine was about to be
pushed to its limits. Buoyed by strong
reliability in pre-event tests and superb
fuel consumption from the Wankel

The R26B engine was the only Wankel to win overall at Le Mans

engine, the squad decided to tackle the
eventas a sprint. Others floundered,
and Mazda picked up an unlikely, and
history-making, success.

There were Japanese and World
Sportscar Championship programmes
without stand-out results and the R26B
powerplant would return to Le Mans in
the GTS class and it was used in IMSA’s
GTPdivision, but the headlines had
already been written in France.

Matt James
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Long-serving Donington Park administrator and race control
emergency services chief talks to Motorsport News

Hardy has vital
roleat Donington s

first gotinvolved working in motor
racing | believein August1975, and it
was rather by chance! It was through a
then boyfriend, who was marshalling.
Iwent to arace meeting at Silverstone
and was quite happy to spectate, but
they were very short of marshals so
they asked if anybody had brought
along any friends who could help out. And
that'showlgotinvolved.

Soatthat meetinglwas workinginrace control
ontheracetelephones, and the people lwas working
with were short of somebody to work at Mallory Park
later that weekend too, solgotropedintodo that
aswell. AndIsuppose | gothooked fromthere, ljust
fellintothejob.

I'm not sure exactly what it was that hooked me. |
justthoughtitwasveryinteresting, it was something
todoonaweekend and it was a nice crowd of people.

Whenlfirst started, Imarshalled regularly at
Mallory Park, and then Donington Park opened
andthatwasnearertowherellived solstarted
marshalling there. Againlworked ontherace
telephones, and thenlgotinvolved with the
emergency services teamand started helping
outontheradiothere. And that, manyyearson,
remainsmyregularrole.

lam chiefincident officer mostlyat Donington
forthe emergency services team, soduringarace
meetinglsitontheradioand coordinate the team. If
there'sanincident or whatever, with the cooperation
ofthe clerk of the courselsend the services, and at
the end ofthe sessionit's up to me to dispatch the
recovery vehiclesand whateverto clear up the circuit
and make sure everything'sready for the next
session. There are not many Donington meetings
that1miss, |even work at some of the bike meetings.

| started off learning from others, then for20-odd
years|ranthe team.Forthis|didall the paperwork
and made sure all the marshals and everybody got
their passesas wellasdid allthearrangementsto get

Photos: Jakob Ebrey

the teamoutthere.I'mstill very heavily involved,
thoughthere’'s nowacommittee of us whorunthe
teamand I've passed on the paperwork.
lalsoinrecent decades even had afull-timejob
with Donington Park, asin2003 when | was made
redundantfrom myjob atthe Boots company
| was offered ajob at the circuit. It was [Donington
managing director] Robert Fearnall who offered me
therole,asl'dknown Robertforafew years through
my motorsport. Robert was lovely, | enjoyed working
for him.In 20091 got made redundant with the failure
ofthe grand prixat Donington, but nine months later
I was lucky enough to get myjob back.

When|worked in the office | helped do the
calendarand do the contractstoallthe hirersand
later1organised the general testingat Donington. |
worked full time at the circuit untillastJune whenl
retired.|gotto pensionableage solthought!'d take
my government pensionandjust work parttime for
pinmoney. Now | work for the midweek marshals’
team, solhelptorunthe trackdays during the week.

I'm sure Doningtonisin safe hands without me
therefulltime though!lstilllove the placeand I'm
looking forward to it getting back onits feet after this
long layoff. | will certainly be going back to meetings
when we startracingagain, workinginrace control.

I really enjoy working withateam, it'sreally
satisfying. Especially if you've had a difficult day,
it'sreally greatto getto the end ofitand think
‘wow we didagood job, we made it workand we got
throughit'.Itreallyis great to see the teamwhen
they'reall working hard and doing exactly whatyou
wantthemto doand everybodyis pulling together.
It'sjust so good to be part of suchagood team.

There have been some difficult days, there've been
some difficultincidents, butyoujusthave tomoveon
because otherwise youwouldn'tbeableto carryon.

Thereare laughsas well which getyou through the
day, we try to have fun while we'redoingit.Itisa
serious business butif you're not havingfunatthe

same time there’s not much point of being part ofit. Coordinating the many volunteers s crucial

“It’s Just great to be part of such a hard-working team”
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Herbert was reunited with 787B and Le Mans

There could only beone
candidate this week. In this
Motorsport News we have
ranked motorsport’s best-
sounding engines, with the
exhilarating rotary-powered
Mazda 787B a worthy winner.
We do our besttodescribe
its noise but, of course, no
prose can entirely substitute
hearingitforyourself.

There was no extended
rotary engineera,dueto
subsequentchangesto
sportscarenginerules.
Yetthe 787B's1991 Le Mans
triumphwasn’t quite the
last chance fansat Circuitde
laSarthe gotto hearone of
the most marvellous engine
notes ever emitted. Asatthe
2011 event, marking 20 years
on, JohnnyHerbertwas
backinthe787Btogiveall

YOU!

GET INVOLVED WITH MN

ART EDITOR MIKE STOKOE'S

FAVOURITE OF
THE WEEK!

presentfull benefit ofits
other-worldly shriek.

And YouTube has captured
it. Firstwe have thefire
up, thenHerbertto crowd
cheers proceeds ontrack.
There are several angles of
onboard footage and,
thankfully, nointerruptions
fromcommentary or
anything else. Plus thisisno
gentledemonstrationrun,
Herbertreally goesforit.
Which of courseisallthe
betterfortheaudio!

You canfinditbysearching
for ‘Johnny Herbertdrives
the Mazda 787B atLe Mans
in2011’,and hereisthe
link: youtube.com/
watch?v=shGXxEsaryQo.
Remembertoturn
thevolumeup.

Graham Keilloh

F

Forthe brave: David Harbey’'s drag shot
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*Details correct at time of going to press

TWITTER

| | updates:
@MNmotorsport

TV GUIDE

Thereturn of real-life
motorsportis edging ever
nearersoitwon'tbelong
before we all have some
quality live action to watch
ontelevision onceagain. But
we're notthereyet, meaning
highlights programmesare
again the pick of the bunch
onTVthis week.

Forsome up-to-date
rallyingaction, head to BT
Sport2onSaturdayfora
review ofthe recentRally
Sweden Lockdown event
(0630nrs-0730hrs), won by
Oliver Solberg's VW Polo GTI
R5.That'srepeatedon
SundayoveronBTSport2at
amoresociabletime
(2000hnrs-2100hrs).

Ifyoufancyalookback at
Formula E's evolution, flick
overto FreeSportson
Sunday for The Story of
Formula E (1000hrs-1100hrs).
Thisall-electric series has
gonefromstrengthto
strength over the years with
itsrevolutionary approach
toracing, now boasting
more manufacturers
onthegridthanany
other championship.

As always, Sky Sports F1
has plenty ofinteresting

& INSTAGRAM
search for

‘Motorsport News'

MERCURY

H BARAGE

et Hotal

LOUISE GOODMAN

IN THE HOTSEAT

Pitlane super sleuth tackles
MN readers’ questions

THE ULTIMATE
UK RACE
CIRCUIT

Our readers create the toughest Tarmac test Wit

rodafory

-

o TN,
-

Button wonamodern F1 classicin Canada, 2011

programmesforthe
motorsportfantoo.There'sa
chancetorelive the 2018 F1
seasoninlonger orshorter
highlights throughout the
week, but MN recommends
you make the F1 Watch-
along episodes your priority.
These offer the chanceto
watcharace withinput
from one of its key players.
Hungary 1997 with Damon
Hill (Wednesday, 2000hrs-
2100hrs), Brazil 2008 with
Felipe Massa (Saturday,
2200hrs-2330hrs) and
Canada 2011 with Jenson
Button (Monday, 2310hrs-

DIGITAL

( ﬂﬂ SSUE
. e motorsport
: wf -news.co.uk

0040hrs) are the selection.
Andtokeepitfresh, tune
into the Sky F1Vodcaston
Thursday (2000hrs-2100hrs)
and Sunday (2200hrs-
2300hrs) where all the latest
newsand rumoursare
discussed and dissected.
Butfor testing your F1
knowledge and seeing how
much TV punditsand
former grand prix drivers
know about the category,
check out the Sky F1 Quiz
Show (2100hrs-2200hrs)
thatairs each nightfrom
Wednesday to Saturday.
Luke Barry
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based audience. Advertising with
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www.WOODFORDTRAILERS.com

HIGH QUALITY TRAILERS FOR CLUB, PRIVATE AND PRO MOTORSFORTS

Woodford Trailers has been designing
and building trailers at their factory in
Northamptonshire for over 20 years, making
quality, well designed and adaptable products
for industrial, Sports and Leisure markets at
competitive prices.

-
sales@woodfordtrailers.com
+44 (0)1327 263384 / 14 GREAT CENTRAL WAY, WOODFORD HALSE, NORTHHANTS NN11 3PZ

Rebuild Timel...

fAIInvwheelrepairs.can

* Repairs to aluminium and magnesium
wheels and castings.

Fast and Reliable Delivery of | @&
Forged Pistons and Conrods '1‘ h

- Wheels chemically stripped, fine
bead blasted and powder coated.

» Wheels inserted and PCD and
offset altered.

( Chevette )

+ Manufacturers of cars and components
to build Works spec Chevette HS/HSR.

* HSR body kits, springs, shocks, rall
cages and all parts required to build
cars to works spec.

= 40 years of experience to shara.

IAN JEMISON
ENGINEERING

HOME FARM, 81 MAIN STREET,
BISHOPTHORPE, YORK, Y023 2RA

01904 703 863,

Full range of engine components for:
LOTUS FORD TWIN-CAM
LOTUS 900-SERIES
VAUXHALL XE
VAUXHALL ECOTEC
ROVER K-SERIES

Call or buy online!

QEDMOTORSPORT.CO.UK
01509412 317

Have the pistons you need, not
SSmpeies CALL: (0)1462 684300

sales@cambridgemotorsport.com

Cambridge
Motorsport Parts

Unit 5 Lacre Way, Letcchworth, Herts, SGé |NR. www.cambridgemotorsport.com
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HRoce ExPhroaoust=s

The Stainless Steel Rally Exhaust Specialists ...

Like Us

facebook.com/SimpsonRaceExhausts

Follow Us
twitter.com/SimpsonExhausts

01753532222 |

Simpson Exhausts

e voice of ermsimotorsrorr ' TO ADVERTISE YOUR PRODUCTS AND
SERVICES IN OUR NEXT ISSUE

PLEASE CALL PERI

01233 22817153
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Engine Builds from
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* In-house Ultra-Sonic
Parts Cleaning

® In-house Super
Finishing Process

* In-house

Visit our website, phone or email for a free catalogue Dyno Testing

www.vehicleproducts.co.uk
Tel: 0115 9305454 | email: sales@vehicleproducts.co.uk

Vehicle Wiring Products Ltd,
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Great for use as a garage, 274
g workshop or storage area IZE (L AT NG
www.cometicgaskets.co.uk reated forlorg-term plotecion @ Heavy duty,powder _[GS0I020° 813 X2 3340

I\ 0 0 J"I-| m-m
coated steel tubing for stability in all weathers ® Ratchet § 5M__ £349.00 B ER:)

kS tightening to ensure drum-tight cover ® Includes ground CIG81224 7 ] :‘-': £502.80
Tel b 0 1 6 3 8 7 7 9 1 1 9 anchoring system * was £346.80 inc.VAT

H : Y WA BUY... rgﬂFEHS‘I'UHEQ(_TEEEBIEE!—]
info@cometicgaskets.co.uk Ty L NATIONWIDE 0113 D38 5505

Seats from just SEATING SOLUTIONS

£149.95

-

/ I /F--f; .
s

| | HARNESSES
(Fl sy RUNNERS Available in 3 or 4 point fixing
INCLUDED . in Black, Red or Blue

'Visit our new warehouse outlet open to the public just 11442 219145
off junction ? of the M1 m&%aszs;licz;!jug
Unit 2, Lcn_iern Cqmmercial Centre, London Road, Flamstead AL3 8HG

Find us on
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Classic Mini Styling

minisport

Bo Pul 0f & [

Wheels

Wheels priced individually:
Ultralite and Superlight available in
Silver, Black, Anthracite, Black with
Red Stripe or Gold.

(Please contact us for availabilty)

Also available in Wheel & Tyre sets:
Set of 4 wheels with Falken (F)
or Yokohama (Y) tyres.

& /AN
- 3 <

Ultralite

6'x10° Each: £59 Set: (F) £440
5'x12° Each: £56 Set: (F) £440
B X1 Each: £66 Set: (F) £479
6'x 13 Each: £75 Set: (Y) £594
x13 Each: £79 Set: (Y) £607

L4 < Jt
4 5 s

Revolution

6" x 10" Black/Silver ~ Each: £68

5" x 12" Black/Silver  Each: £71 Set: (F) £505
6'x 12" Black/Silver ~ Each: £78 Set: (F) £528
Rose Petal

4.75" x 10" Black Each: £100  Set: (F) £579
5'%12" Black Each: £96 Set: (F) £584
6" x 12" Black Each: £100  Set: (F) £579
Superlight

o x12" Each: £72 Set: (F) £466
7T X113 Each: £88 Set: (Y) £607

Cooper S Steel
Available in Silver or Old English White

Silver: £62

3.5"x10"or
White: £67

~LILIKEN

Falken Tyres

145/10 - SN807 £42
165/70/10 - FKO7E £53
165/60/12- ZE914 £53
Yokohama Tyres

165/70/10 - AD32 £67
165/70/10 - AOOB £58
165/60/12 - A539 £67
165/55/12 - A048 £88
175/50/13 - A539 £78

175/50/13 - A048
Nankang Tyres
145/70 R12 - NA1
175/50 R13 - 72V
145/70 R12 - Winter
Dunlop Tyres

145/70 R10 - Weathermaster
165/70 R10 - Aquajet
165/70 R10 - R7

£107

£39
£64
£45

£177
£151
£111

35 x10"ord.5" x 10"

4.5"'x10°

Ist Class: Genuine Quality Products Since 1967

'] mz g FREE
Lity = Catalogue
= with all
: P orders,
LT or digital
=~ download

Mud Flaps

Quadoptic Internal
Headlamps ) or External *— | »
Quadoptic H4 | Bonnet Release type
gg:%%?:i - 4 S Cooper 8 blade (Internal)  £59 bd b d
From £44 3 -r;. M £ Cooper 8 blade (External) ~ £59 1. .o
g Cooper with lamp holes ~ £111 i == ! Genuine Rear
Headlamps Mk5 wavy classic £92 ==k Mini logo Pair £38 Cooperlogo Pair £38
H headiamp 11 blade chrome £91 -
Essembhes, includes o R — £12 Mini Covers
eadlamp bowl plus :
inner bezel, suit Grille top surround £21
LHD or RHD Mk1 Austin wavy £101
o s MRG0 812
wmg;eadlalmp IM'm - v.;th mga;or From E:; Mustache surround £100 a o SPORT
V:I\znf(:?b?e?;::;g: U[:“K:r o £69 Mustache ends Each £12 Indoorﬁoutdoor car cover
Clips mustache ends  Each £1 Indoor car cover £68
Halogen crystal headlamp - Angel eye £45 biternal bonnet reledse £36 I 4 g
Chrome headlamp rim From £10 e e Saloon indoor cover with zip door entry £132
Saloon outdoor cover with zip door entry £191
Indicators o _ Traveller outdoor cover with zip door entry £374
Early - push fit, amber £? @ -&? SN R Cooper indoor fleece cover From £266
Early - push fit, clear Black g51  Paddy Hopkirk indoor fleece cover £268
Mk3/4 - amber (screw) = OF specstainless  £64 z
Mk3/4 - clear (screw) - Chr:ﬁg I £46 Steering Wheels
MkS5 - clear lamp '97-01 £12 --————-—'"" Chrome budget  £39
—=_Stainless £62
Side Repeaters NS StainlessMk1  £68
Clear type
Amber type \
Overider & corner bar set £156 W W@/ s :
Rear Lights Overider & corner bar set '97on £156 = | Moto-Lita Boss Kits Mk1 1076 or ‘760n
MKk1 rear lamp RH/LH Each £42 Overider Mk2 -Chrome set ~ £58 ~" Blaokwith oap of o control £66
Mk2/3 rear lamp RH/LH ~ Each £53 Overider Mk2 Stainless set £86 =~ N\ Polished with cap or horn control £97
Mk4 rear lamp RH/LH Each £45 Overider & corner bar Nt Moto-Lita Steering Wheels
Rear lenses - Mk1/2/3/4 From £7 stainless set inc bumpers £285 S . Flat or dished spokes
Camp kit
— : 12" Leather - polished or black spoke £176
Rover — . N i o Stainless, door Each From £20 O 13" Leather - polished or black spoke £176
Cooper 6:: - I Black, door Each From £22
Lamp Kit J— ‘)\- Chrome bullet- wing Each £14 ;
4 lamps & A Chrome bullet- door Each £33 -
4 brackets L { Downton style Each £22
Full kit: 2 drive lamps & 2 fog lamps g£3g89 Cooper-white Pair £33 (
Full kit: 4 drive lamps g3gg Cooper-chrome  Each £33
Works Lamp Bar Kit Clip on classic Each £22 ?;hg Sé:eiring; ‘;‘Jheils .
Lamp bar, wiring, 2 drive & 2 fog lamps : ; ', 13" Black vinyl 3 spoke rom
i 13. — 12", 13" Black leather 3 spoke From £60
_— 4 W\ S/SHeadlamp peaks Pair £10 13.5" Woodrim 3 spoke From £79
Xt ;’ | NG N ~/ S/SHeadlamp stoneguards  £11 \ » 13" Black vinyl, red stitching From £38
- o e =g Mk3chromeno. platelamp  £21 Boss fitting kit From £18
Stainless seam mouldings ~ Pair £26
Workstamp ber €171 7 | Bootinges-chrome £13
Works lamp bar £66 " Plain door handle scoops £8 :
—— <3 Union Jack badge £5 Classic Style
Pt : S
Cooper drive lamp (inc wiring) ~ £77 Coopet oo’ Wdge T on Al freent n
o foa| T £77 - - GB Boot badge £5
Conm o (rowi)_ e N
or fog Iam!:::s . PairIFrnm £31 % \‘;} Stainless interior mirror £5 _°7 & m 2 Clock
driving lamps Pair £59 S ELE C A0S m 3 Clock
Classic Style 5" stainless steel e/ #%  Monza style - chrome flip £29 &
drive lamps Pair £75 % Aston style - chrome £19 r m Centre
Spot lamp s/steel Pair £37 Locking fuel cap £15 P
Fog lamp s/steel Pair £37 Standard locking £15 ad ¢ m Alloy
Drive lamp kit - road runner £24 Cooper Monza type chrome wlegh. . - -
Drive lamps rally giant £46 with adapter RH or LH £39 =¥ Al combinations available.

Wheel Arches

Special Chrome Sports pack Group2 2 Race

Bl

Special arches, black
Chrome covers for special arches

Monte Carlo style
Sports pack style - gl

Group 2 glassfibre arches
Group 2 race glassfibre arches

Group Srace

RHD or LHD, Burr Walnut, Charcoal or Alloy finish
From £161

Custom Consoles

Coloured vinyl, burr walnut,
carbon fibre look or alloy.
Radio slot optional.
Available in all colours.
Consoles From £68
Armrest From £68
Boot liner set £88

£25
£125
£76
£106
£64
£69
£84

assfibre arches

Mini Sport | Thompson Street, Padiham, Lancashire. BB12 ZAP
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INterior Accessories

Burr or Charcoal

i _ F o
Interior Accessories [ )
Door pulls Pair From £52 _ ®
Window winders Pair £53
Door openers Pair From £56 &by
Door cappings Setof 4 £143 i,
Handbrake handle £24 O

Alloy interior handle sets P :
Alloy 10 piece handle set £34 H x O F ‘I
Cooper handle set From£285 = & ' &

Exterior Handles

Mk1 set £113 o —
Mk2 set £171 ™yl -
Mk3 set, early £104 ) e
Mk3 set, late £60 . <l
Extensive range of gauges
by Smiths and Cooper Car
Company. Available with

black or magnolia faces,
and chrome or black
surrounds

Smiths Gauges

52mm QOil pressure From £54 "“\
52mm Water temp From £54 /

52mm Voltmeter electric From £54 \_/
52mm 12hr clock electric From £60

80mm Rev counter From £176 O
Electronic centre speedo From £494

52mm Qil/water dual From £94

Smiths Centre speedo From £301

Cooper Gauges e
Cooper voltmeter £65 &
Cooper water temperature £65

Cooper oil temperature £65

Cooper 12hr clock £110 ( (} )
Cooper oil pressure £90 454
Gearknobs .
Alloy with gear shift pattern £;n L 2
Alloy without gear shift pattern £11 -
Cooper 500 style 4 speed £14

Burr plain gearknob £24

Cooper alloy gearknob From £40

Gear Levers
Gear lever QuickShift kit-rod change £34
Gear lever QuickShift kit - remote change £33

Belts available
in Black, Red,

Blue, Beige ‘ '
or Grey 1
. _Hl'_' 8 *
L
Inertia reel type Static type
Front - black £32 Front - black £28
Rear-black  From £33 Rear- black £22
Front - red £45 Front-red £40
Rear - red From £45 Rear-red £36
Front - blue £55 Front - blue £44
Rear - blue From £45 Rear - blue £36
Front - beige £50 Front- beige £40
Rear-beige  From £51 Rear - beige £36
Front - grey £55 Front - grey £40
Rear - grey From £52 Rear - grey £36

+44 (01282 778731 | sales@minisport. com °Fnendly Service QHeI

Lets look forward to Summer...
During these concerning times, we are here for you
as usual... Mail order is still open at the point of going
to press, delivering worldwide to your door!
Check our website for up to date information >

COBRA

Classic ranges
available in 3 finishes.

Classic Vinyl From £191
Classic RS From £277
Classic GT From £277
Classic RSR From £337
Classic RS 40 From £391
Le Mans From £496
Le Mans Heritage ~ From £509
Stuttgart From £478

| U

Clubman
Classn: Interiors
NEWTON N\

Complete seat cover sets, either match to
original or choose your own design. Leather or
vinyl, coloured piping, your choice. Designed to
fit your original seats, full matched

interiors also available.

From £209
From £201

Seat Cover Kits

Full kit From £680

Rear seats From £391

Front base From £97

Front squab  From £112

Seat foams From £33

Rear squab frame  £162

ﬂ Interior Panel Kits

Mk1 Saloon From £419

%’ Mk2 Saloon  From £419
Mk3 Saloon From £326
Van Pickup  From £229
Estate From £678
Monte Carlc  From £243

Headlining Kits

Mk1/2 2-piece £123
Saloon '70-'01 £123
Estate From £137
MPi £123
Sunvisors  From £38

)
X

Door and Rear
Quarter Panels

MK1/2 Door From £76
MK1/2 Rear gtr  From £78
MK3 Door From £80
MK3 Rear qtr From £78
Parcel shelf From £40

Carpet Sets

Standard From £29
Deluxe From £45
Newton Commercial From £232

Sound insulation kit From £45 1

Carpet Mat Sets

All season Mini Sport tailored mat set £24
Cooper deluxe carpet mat set From £43
Paddy Hopkirk luxury carpet mat set £47

All prices include VA

MARKETPLACE

AW gour Mini Needs Oktline!
minisport

Parts | Price | Range

LC0orm

CLASSIC MINI PARTS

X BAS

Wooden ‘Monza' steering wheel (10f50)  £530

Grille buttons engraved logo

Leather ‘Silverstone’ steering wheel (1 of 50) £630 - black or silver Pair £47
Quickshift gearlever kit - black or silver £75  Grille buttons badged logo
Gear knob polish & _a_ngcj@_ed silver £45  -Dblack or silver Pair £40
Gear knob polish & Anodised - black £45 Seat tilt knob engraved logo
Interior furniture kit 2018 - black or silver £340 - black or silver Pair £47
Door pulls - black or silver Pair £99  Seat tilt knob badge logo
Window winder - black or silver Pair £120 - black or silver Pair £40
Door opener - black or silver Pair £99  Red metal bonnet centre badge £30
Rocker cover buttons engraved logo Cooper bonnet stripes Pair £36
- black or silver - Pair £55 John Cooper signature decals Pair £43
Rocker cover buttons badged logo Seat extension brackets Pair £22
-black or silver Pair £49  Chrome fuel cap - left or right £39
Dipstick engraved logo - black or silver £45 Indoor car cover From £266
Dipstick badged logo - black or silver £39  Cooper leather key fob £9
Handbrake grip - silver £39  Stainless door sill edgings Pair £50

Cooper 8.4" Vented Brake Kit
Kit includes discs & these stunning 'Brilliant red
aluminium calipers with a reflective logo.
Kit £799

Aluminium Air Box Induction Pipe
High performance billet Cooper S Works induction
pipe suitable for use on all MPi model Mini's.
Alloy Induction Pipe £150 Kit £192

COOPER CAR COMPANY in association with Mini Sport Ltd.

PN]I]Y HﬂPKIHI(

8.4" Vented caliper kit £577
Quickshift gearlever kit £58
Alloy gearknob - black or srlver £28
Alloy T-bar set - black or red £28
Alloy rocker cover From £43
8-Piece alloy door handle set black or silver £220
Indoor car cover £268
Leather Key Fob £8
Luxury car mat set £47

The Full Paddy Hopkirk Collection is available online at minisport.com

lisclaims any liability for errc T

pful A

dwce o an Global Delwery Costs

¢ part of sroduct desc




THERE'S [-TTT
MORE- N ASSOCIATION WITH, |

et even more great

classic car content online at LANCASTER! '
ClassicsWorld TV Ssmm INSURANGE

o i P -
Classics World TV

WATCHING ToDAY Head to YouTube and search Classics World
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WEB DIRECTORY

ACCOUNTANCY DRY SUMP

: < Vehicle
garry@goosetaxation.com | M P c Wiring
08007720956 (LOOSE A Products

www.goosetaxation.com Taxation SIL OREE S & DItY SUMY ~ra TRl 0115 930 5454

www.pacepumps.co.uk www.vehicleproducts.co.uk

LT = ot | :
GroupBmotorsport.com

— —— = e
~ qg, (ro ﬂc Builder Street, Llandudno. LL30 1DR 3 01933 4“ 993
sales@groupbmotorsport.com .
jondelrace@aol.com

Craig Beck Racing Ltd www.cometicgaskets.co.uk 01492 339574

1. 07876 221 932
E: craig@craigbeckracing.co.uk Tel: 01638 779 119 TRACK CLASSIC MODERN Rgngogéi?DRE

www.craigbeckracing.co.uk info@cometicgaskets.co.uk DAY MOTORSPORT  MOTORSPORT

GEARBOXES (€] 9:4:4:10):4 3

ISINMIPS OON Y P diGearboxman.com

) . GearKits, LSD’s and Driveshafts
The Steinfess Stect Retly Exhoust SpalS RN MZ:EE_?, e e 3 | COMPETITION TRANSMISSION SERVICES

The Stainless Steel Rally Exhaust Specialists ...

et ] m i § Gearboxes and Axles for Road // Race // Rally // & more

twitter.com/SimpsonExhausts tacebook.com/SimpsonRaceExhausts

01753532222 SRR S e Exhaiists i<it: Eli i issions. Telephone: 01582 840 008 Fax: 01582 840 007

RACE & RALLY PARTS RACE & RALLY PARTS

BUHT@N CompBrahke

The POWER to Perform Designers in Motorsport
I www.compbrake.com
—— 020 8518 9136 +44(0) 1744 895 888

\ Please visit our website for a free catalogue /

RACEWEAR

www.burtonpower.com
Specialists in the design & manufacture of management systems, engine

kits & components for use in all types of motorsport worldwide

e o ’ demon-tweeks'com
W shdevcouk E:sbdmotorspori@biomnectcom T: +44 0)2083910121 | CIEIMION= ujeeks

01221792192 t :

TRAILERS & TRENSPORTERS I DR TWEEEL ST IR S

r g 3.
I\ COMPOMOTIVE The Strength of Experience speedhne
www.WOODFORDTRAILERS.com B R (otrney (3P
Tel: +44(0)1327 263384 N | :
q sales@woodfordtrailers.com y e e e-mail:info@speedlinecorse.co.uk | website: www.speedlinecorse.net

THIS CLASSIFIED SECTION WAS BROUGHT TO YOU BY:
Richard Rowe Perxi Smith Andy Welch

Account Director Account Manager Advert Production Manager
T: +44 (0) 1233 228 151 T: +44 (0) 1233 228 753 T: +44 (0) 1233 220 245
E: richard@tandemmedia.co.uk E: perianne@tandemmedia.co.uk E: MN@tandemmedia.co.uk

TO ADVERTISE YOUR PRODUCTS AND SERVICES
IN OUR NEXT ISSUE PLEASE CALL PERI SMITH

Olladd 2EE8LDS




