


Singapore is certainly doing itself justice in the glamour stakes, with the city’s night-
time skyline providing a stunning backdrop to Friday practice. Closer to the track,  
a few of the drivers found problem areas to work on, with a number of spins and 
corners missed, and it seems security in the pitlane is also being taken very seriously. 
Turn the page to find out who else has been providing winning entertainment…



Robert Kubica’s reputation as the 
paddock’s premier poker shark is under 
threat, the Pole having been taken to the 
cleaners by Nico Rosberg. The pair were 
joined by Giancarlo Fisichella, Adrian 
Sutil, Alex Zanardi, Eddie Irvine, Giorgio 
Pantano and Tonio Liuzzi at the Casino 
di Venezia the day after the Italian GP 
for a televised showdown, and the stakes 
were higher than any paddock ‘friendly’ 
they’d previously faced. The last two players 
in the game were Robert and Nico and 
the betting was tense. In the end, Nico 
walked away with €30,000 in winnings 
and will be donating half to charity.
 

Red Bull threw one of the best parties 
of the year on Thursday night, taking 
over the beachside Café del Mar on 
Sentosa Island and hosting a number 
of celebrated DJs, including Faithless 
frontman Maxi Jazz. The Bulletin did 
the honours by introducing Maxi to F1’s 
resident deckmaster, Sakon Yamamoto. 
Word of Sakon’s skills had reached Maxi, 
who gave him a big hug and hailed him 
as “a superstar DJ”. Sakon was happy to 
pose for photos with the Faithless star, 
before whispering “Who is he?” 

With the topsy-turvy schedule, guests 
felt honour-bound to stay at the party 
until the 4am closing time, and took 
advantage of the bar and swimming pool. 
It meant there were a few hangovers in 
the paddock the next day, not to mention 
mobile phones filled with water. And some 
couldn’t even get to work, as a sweep of 
the beach in Sentosa yesterday morning 
turned up one or two paddock passes

One person suffering more than most 
after the party was Sebastian Vettel’s 
number one mechanic, Gabriele 
Verganana. He climbed out of the pool 
barefoot only to step on a broken glass. It 
was no laughing matter, as Gabriele was 

in considerable pain and needed seven 
stitches. He’s now bedridden, and has 
been replaced by Marco Campoduni.
 

Security is tight at this race, and the queue 
to get through the paddock swipe gates is 
longer than the queues of traffic, as every 
passholder has to swipe in and then walk 
through an airport-style security gate. 
But while it’s fairly obvious what sorts of 
things the authorities might be looking 
for, it’s a bit of a mystery as to why 
several teams were told to leave their pit 
garages while police went in with sniffer 
dogs. BMW Sauber were reportedly the 
victim of a bomb scare, but the team says 
it was just an inspection and that they 
weren’t told of any threat. It sounds more 
likely the police just went and had their 
photos taken beside the car.

Bernie has suggested that the inaugural 
Indian Grand Prix may take place a year 
later than previously announced. Last 
year, Indian Olympic Association 
president Suresh Kalmadi said he had 
sealed a deal to host F1 in New Delhi 
from 2010, but Mr Ecclestone told AFP 
it would likely happen later than that, 
without giving a reason. Asked if 2010 

Alessandra told me she still loves 

me, via a fax from her publicist. 

She wants me to come to Milan 

Fashion Week, where, entirely 

coincidentally, she is launching 

her range of perfume onto the 

European market. Of course I can’t 

go because it clashes with Friday 

practice. She got a bit screechy at 

that point and said that if I couldn’t 

miss one silly practice then our 

love was deader than corduroy, 

brooches and Uggs. A part of me 

has died inside: the sickening 

ennui of everyday existence leaves 

me feeling hollow and bereft of 

hope. But on the other hand, I’ve 

got a really great new helmet 

design. It has an eagle on it. Cool!

All the media are saying I drove 
a brilliant race and made at least 
four stunning overtaking moves. 
This is surprisingly easy when you 
can’t even see the other cars and 
only fi nd out about it afterwards. 
Maybe we should hold all the races 
in zero visibility? The weather got 
so bad that Kevin was convinced 
the end of the world was nigh. Some 
people would use such a time to 
reconcile themselves to fate and 
ask forgiveness of those they have 
slighted; Kevin just ran around the 
garage spilling the beans about 
whose wife is having an affair with 
who. In the morning he’s going to 
wish the world really had ended.

The Secret Diary 
of Hermann Schnell, 
Aged 19 3/4

All of this rain suits us perfectly. 
The other teams are moaning 
about not being able to get heat 
into the tyres, but we’ve had that 
problem all year. Low downforce 
isn’t exactly a new issue, either. 
I was so happy to make it through 
to our fi rst Q3 of the season that 
I went a bit mental on the radio. I 
started shouting random words in 
Italian. I don’t speak Italian, and 
neither do most of my team, but it 
just seemed appropriate. Replays 
suggest I named seven different 
types of pizza, three kinds of 
cheese and kept shouting the name 
of that porn star who’s a member 
of parliament. I don’t remember 
any of it; I’m not even sure I was 
fully conscious, but who cares? Q3! 

Somehow, the papers this morning 
have found out that I broke up with 
Alessandra via fax. I don’t know 
how they found out, but I feel very 
guilty. She’s going to have to face 
10 times as many cameras at her 
launch. How terrible. Elise told me 
how sorry she was that I’d split up 
with my celebrity girlfriend; she 
put a consoling arm around me 
and said there were plenty more 
fi sh in the sea. She also mentioned 
that it’s the last race of the season 
for the motorhomers, so I should 
get fi shing… hmm… I wish that 
mood of optimism would spread to 
the rest of the garage. Kevin insists 
the Large Hadron Collider is going 
to kill us all. Honestly, last week it 
was an asteroid, the week before 
it was time-travelling dinosaurs… 
and I thought drivers were the 
only paranoid people in F1.

Is a 2009 BMW partnership of 
Fernando Alonso and Robert Kubica a good idea?

Is it supposed to rain at Monza? I’ve 
never seen it before. I guess Bernie 
wanted to make the championship 
more interesting. It certainly was 
lively in the garage as water poured 
in. A lot of things in the garage don’t 
react well to being immersed in water 
– I’m one of them. No one else seemed 
upset though. In fact, they all were 
in good humour. I was in front of the 
garage doing a TV piece, and Heidi 
asked if the Curva Grande excited me. 
I explained that I enjoy a quick right-
hander as much as the next man, only 
to be interrupted by loud laughter 
from the mechanics. I think they’re 
just happy to not have drowned or 
been sucked into a black hole. 

was still in the pipeline, he said: “It’s all 
going on as usual, but these things take 
time. Probably 2011 is what I want.” 

The news came as a surprise to Force 
India’s Vijay Mallya: “The track will be 
ready next year, and we’ll let Bernie 
decide. I don’t know what’s on his mind 
and I haven’t discussed it with him. 
But he makes the schedule.”

Perhaps the delay is down to 
Bernie’s new-found love of night racing. 
Singapore has obviously made such an 
impression that other races are now 
being targeted for the limelight.

“We’re going to try to get Japan to 
do it,” Bernie said yesterday. “It will 
be prime time in China and this part of 
the world and in Europe it will be at 
a sociable hour to watch rather than 
the middle of the night. I hope when 
people see this (Singapore) they realise 
it wasn’t just a stupid idea.”

   
The Indian government might lend a 
hand and push a bit harder for that 2010 
date if they see a report just released by 
Renault sponsor ING, which suggests that 
while governments paid an estimated 
$275 million to host F1 races in 2007, the 
benefits to local economies were far 
greater. The report, in conjunction with 
Formula Money, calculated an average 
return on investment of 553 per cent for the 
13 races that received government help. 

Bahrain, with an estimated $45 million 
of government funds invested, led the 
2007 list ahead of China and Malaysia 
($40 million each), Australia ($33 
million) and Turkey ($30 million). 
The report said revenues to the local 
economy were calculated from local 
impact studies and race attendance data, 
with Bahrain generating an estimated 
$395 million for their expenditure.

Happy birthday to Katie Aspinall. 
The Williams hospitality queen turns the 
big 4-0 today, but she got her celebrations 
out of the way on Wednesday. She joined 
forces with RBS head of sponsorship, 
David Webb, who also had his 40th last 
week and they went out for a lavish 
dinner at Indochine. Perhaps, then, it 
wasn’t the best idea to go on a reverse 
bungee ride minutes after a full meal. 
Egged on by other team members, 
David, Liam Clogger and Peter Phillips 
were catapulted high into the air and 
looked decidedly ill afterwards.

15:00 – 15:20      Fiat 500 Celebrity   
              Challenge qualifying
15:50 – 16:20      Aston Martin Asia Cup  
              qualifying
16:50 – 17:15       Formula BMW Pacific 
              race one
17:45 – 18:15       Porsche Carrera Cup   
               Asia qualifying
19:00 – 20:00       F1 third practice
20:30 – 21:00       Fiat 500 Celebrity   
               Challenge race
22:00 – 23:00       F1 qualifying               
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eing a natural sceptic, I thought all the 
stuff being spouted in the run-up to this 
race by various personal trainers about 

the need to sit in a darkened room for 72 hours 
of the race weekend was a load of nonsense. 

What’s the point? Your body will naturally 
adjust to the time zone, there’s nothing you can 
do about it. You might as well just embrace the 
chaos and resign yourself to arriving at the 
airport sometime on Monday looking like 
Martin Sheen in Apocalypse Now, or – worse – 
Marlon Brando. The horror, the horror.

However, after three days here I’m still on 
Euro time and have noticed  
few side effects. Of course, it’s 
helped by a diet entirely made 
up of vodka and peanuts. The 
only consequence appears to  
be slightly feverish dreams 
such as the one the other night 
involving a long and complex 
chat about the state of the 
universe with Jeff Buckley 
and Aretha Franklin. No idea 
if they ever figured out if the 
God particle exists or if the 
Large Hadron Collider would 
result in the end of all life  
but there was a pretty good 
version of Chain (Reaction) 
Of Fools in there somewhere.

That aside, this night-race thing hasn’t 
presented much of a challenge. Indeed, it  
could be the greatest thing to happen to F1  
for decades, if only for the simple reason that  
the drivers, forced to stay up until 5am, have  
all suddenly become party animals, hanging  
out in Singapore’s bars and clubs till all hours.  
If only they didn’t look so confused by the  
idea of actually having fun, then it would be  
back to the heady days of the 1970s. 

One driver who surely won’t find anything 
challenging at the moment is Sebastian Vettel. 
Coming off the back of that win in Monza, 
which, for once, brought something of a warm 
glow to the stony cold heart of the paddock, 
Vettel will surely have arrived here feeling  
that now anything is possible. 

And let’s hope that’s true. The maturity and 
sure-footedness of his performance in Italy 
showed he has the brightest of futures ahead of 
him. But wait, hold on there Seb! I came across  
a salutary tale yesterday which suggests that  
no matter how great the peaks you may scale, 

there’s a long way to fall after 
you’ve reached the summit. 

Here it is: “Jacques 
Villeneuve will race a saloon 
car as part of the Top Race 
series in Argentina this 
weekend... competing in a  
VW Passat against other ex-F1 
drivers Norberto Fontana  
and Gaston Mazzacane.”

Oh, how the mighty have 
fallen. It was only a short  
time ago that Villeneuve was 
reckoned to be F1’s highest 
earner, a peroxide wunderkind 
who was being tipped as a 
multiple champion. Granted he 

has the riches to indulge in the 
wasteful dilettantism of trekking to Buenos 

Aires to race against ex-F1 makeweights, but 
it’s hardly edifying for a former champion.

So Seb, the message is that while riches and 
glory await, after that’s done and you’ve won 
your eighth title then do the decent thing and 
develop a passion for yachts and 21-year-old 
supermodels. That seems the best way of 
growing old disgracefully. After all, it’s better to 
be a Hero of the Past than a Zero with a Passat.

Why Singapore is not such a hard day’s night
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It might be dark out there, but that 
doesn’t mean the Bullseye can’t 
see what you’ve been getting up to.
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ou’re making places, gaining on 
the guy ahead. It’s exciting… 
and then you see a distinctive 
flash of silver from the cockpit 
and your heart sinks. Your 
day is about to get frustrating. 

Jarno Trulli is, to put it mildly, hard to pass. 
It’s a reputation that creates an expectation. 

The ability to soak up that much pressure surely 
demands having a certain sort of temperament: 
obdurate, taciturn; a silent calculator with a 
thousand-yard stare. But that isn’t Jarno, or at 
least that isn’t Jarno today. Far from it, in fact: 
today’s Jarno is bouncing from interview to 

interview. He’s ebullient and demonstrative, all 
expansive gestures and wide, genuine smiles. 

He has reason. There’s every chance 2008 will 
provide his best-ever F1 drivers’ championship 
finish. With Toyota looking strong, he’s in a 
confident mood. And Jarno, when confident, has 
the world’s worst poker face. He’s driving well, 
and life, it seems, is good. It’s an observation he 
greets with both an affirmation and a disclaimer: 
“When we talk about my season, we should really 
be talking about Toyota’s season, because this is 
a team game and we win or we lose together. We 
have to admit Toyota are doing a very good job, 
and the progress makes me happy. They give me 

and Timo [Glock] the chance to fight, the chance 
to score, the chance to let everyone see what 
we’re capable of. And because of that I’m 
enjoying driving, I’m 100 per cent committed 
to what I’m doing and I’m fully boosted for the 
future as well. It’s a pleasure going to work.”

Seasoned paddock observers might nod at that 
remark, pointing out that, yes, when everything 
is proceeding properly, Jarno is sweetness and 
light, but when things aren’t going quite to plan 
he has a tendency to be a little… intense. That 
opinion provokes a rueful smile; it isn’t exactly 
a revelation. “When I come here, I come here 
committed – and when the race goes bad, I go ➜

After more than a decade in Formula One, is it difficult 
to find the motivation? Not if you’re Jarno Trulli, who 

assures Matt Youson the flame still burns.
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bad, because I care too much about what  
I am doing. I’m here thinking about what I have  
to do over the weekend to get the best out of  
my car and the situation. If things go wrong, I go 
crazy. For days afterwards I’ll be thinking about 
it; I’ll be analysing this and that. If it affects me,  
it affects me because I love what I do.”

Jarno may love the sport, but the sport has been 
coy in reciprocating. The lament of The Right 
Car At The Wrong Time is a familiar tune in F1 
circles, but in Jarno’s case it’s easy to nod and 
sing along. He drove for Jordan a year too late, 
for Renault a year too early. Minardi weren’t 
going anywhere, Prost were going backwards. 
His career looked to be back on the right path in 
2005, only for Toyota to suffer a loss of direction 
from which it is only now recovering. It hasn’t 
exactly been laid on a plate for the Italian. 

When motorsport is at its most capricious,  
the only way forward, says Jarno, is to visualise 
clearly what can be achieved. “You have to get 
the best out of the situation in which you find 
yourself. You have to figure out what the car is 
capable of, and then set a target. For instance, we 
know that a good finish this year will be fourth  
in the constructors’ championship, so that is  
our target. Maybe I’ll get more podiums, and if 
there are more crazy races, then maybe with  
luck something better. McLaren, Ferrari and 
BMW are very strong, but we can be fourth, and 
I can be seventh in the drivers’ championship, 
behind the six guys from the three top teams. 

Maybe this doesn’t sound like glory, but it will  
be tough, and require everybody to work hard  
– and this is the true story of motorsport.”

Fourth and seventh this year will be a good 
result for Toyota and Jarno, especially since  
the closest opposition are, respectively, Renault  
and Fernando Alonso. But the satisfaction is 
unlikely to be long-lived. With a karting world 
championship and a German F3 title, Jarno came 
into F1 with high hopes. Eleven seasons may 
have provided a healthy dose of reality, but the 
desire has not dimmed. “Why? Because the fire 
inside is still too much.” He speaks slowly now, 
very deliberately, to ensure the point isn’t lost.  
“I still believe I have to get more from F1. I have 
always given everything, but so far I haven’t got 
what I want in return. I love the racing; I love the 
travel. The day I say, ‘I miss my family,’ or, ‘I’d 
rather be at home,’ or, ‘I’m tired,’ or, ‘I don’t care,’ 
that will be the time to stop. But I’m not there.” 

It’s a statement filled with pride and passion, the 
sort of thing that could lazily be ascribed to a 
Latin temperament were it not for the fact that, 
on track at least, Jarno is neither hot-headed nor 
emotional. His most recent visit to the podium, 
earlier this year at the French Grand Prix, is a 
perfect example. Running third with the laps 
counting down, he came under intense pressure 
from a charging Heikki Kovalainen. The Finnish 
driver swarmed all over the Toyota, trying to use 
the superior pace of the McLaren to force an 
error; the tiniest twitch would be enough. Lap 
after lap after lap, Jarno rode the white lines, 
hitting every apex with metronomic regularity, 
giving Kovalainen not the slightest opportunity. 
It was mesmerising to watch; even when 
Kovalainen’s evident frustration led to a risky 
attempted pass, and the two banged wheels, 
Jarno resolutely stuck to the line, too stubborn 
to give it up, proof that F1 doesn’t need 
overtaking to captivate an audience. 

It was a performance to garner unqualified 
praise, and yet Jarno has never been fond of his 
reputation as the proverbial immovable object. 
He perceives an insult in the idea that he’s 
always being caught and points out that there is 
more to his racecraft than being a good blocker. 
He also has another reason to dislike it; the 
reputation comes attached to absurdly raised 
expectations. “Yeah, sure, it’s very hard to 
overtake me, and it’s because of this that one of 
the very few times I was overtaken, I was blamed 

like hell. In France 2004 I lost a podium on the 
last corner of the last lap. Personally, it was 
bloody hard for me to accept. I was very angry 
with myself, but after a while I thought that 
maybe others were blaming me too much. It’s 
part of racing; I’m not the only driver to have lost 
a place on the final lap. It cost me a point, not a 
victory or a championship, a point. It was a shame, 
and I had to carry it, but others were over-critical. 
In fact, one of the reasons I enjoyed being on the 
podium there this year so much was because 
there was an element of revenge involved.”

The estrangement between Trulli and  
Flavio Briatore that followed the 2004 French 
Grand Prix is well documented. Alonso may 
have been the golden boy, but at that point he 
wasn’t outpacing Jarno, and it was the Italian 
who had scored Renault’s only victory of the 
season, winning from pole in Monte Carlo. 
Nevertheless, word got around that Jarno’s 
contract would not be renewed for 2005. What 
followed was bizarre: Jarno failed to record 
another championship point at Renault, while 
nonchalantly knocking out incredibly quick laps 
– including a pole position at Spa – seemingly  
at will. The casual insouciance of it all drove 
Briatore to distraction, and eventually led to 
team and driver parting company before the 
season was completed. It’s this period that  
gives rise to suggestions of a duality in Jarno’s 
temperament, and that annoys him: “It’s very 
clear that something was wrong, but it’s an 

invention to suggest I was not strong, and that  
I was not motivated. You have good races and 
bad races, you make mistakes and that is part of 
the business; ask any driver and they’ll say the 
same. If I lacked motivation I would not have 
been on pole, and I would not have been straight 
on the pace when I jumped into a new car at 
Suzuka. And that is the real story.”

Toyota certainly didn’t doubt Jarno’s 
commitment. In fact, of the current grid, only 
Jenson Button’s tenure at Honda is longer. 
While the stability is no doubt useful, it has, 
perhaps, also had a slightly negative side for  
the driver, the anonymity of Toyota in recent 
seasons tarnishing his star. Certainly from  
a media perspective, Jarno has become a  
more interesting story off-track: there’s the 
motorbikes, the jukeboxes and all manner of 
other boys’ toys, and on top of that the very 
serious business of viticulture, with Jarno 

pouring time and effort into his vineyards  
and the promotion of his wine label. With a 
young family, and his 200th grand prix fast 
approaching, it must be tempting to at least  
start looking at life beyond F1. But Jarno  
doesn’t see it this way. 

“This other stuff, it is just details. I love  
driving too much. I love the challenge. We all  
do, because every driver in the paddock wants  
to win, no matter what you drive. We would not 
have got here if we were not so competitive. 
Racing is part of my life, and even though I enjoy 
other things, I really would not know what to  
do if you took racing away. Some other drivers 
might be able to cope with that; personally,  
I think I would be in trouble.

“I have a family, and I have the bikes and  
the go-karts. I have a passion for the vineyard, 
but it all takes so much time and, to be honest,  
F1 doesn’t give you time to concentrate on the 
other things. You have very little time for family 
and almost none for riding the bikes, for working 
for the vineyard – and I don’t care! F1 is still my 
first objective; the day I can have a bad race,  
and shrug it off afterwards and say, ‘OK, that 
didn’t go so well, but never mind,’ that’s the  
time to get out, because there is no point in  
being here. I don’t think like that, and I won’t 
while I’m still quick, while I still love the sport, 
and while I still have targets to achieve. While  
all of these things are true, I will be here.” 

And that really is Jarno talking like he drives. A

➜

Jarno Trulli put in a  
brilliant performance at this 
year’s French GP to hold 

off a hard-charging Heikki 
Kovalainen, earning a podium place.

Cool customer
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On Friday, the La Formula Unas 
made abseiling down the Singapore 
Flyer Ferris wheel look easy… 



me began to look at F1 as something that could 
be a career,” he says. “Today, F1 is at the forefront 
of engineering; you can be an academic engineer 
as well as a seat-of-the-pants engineer. I’m lucky 
my working life coincided with such a golden era.”

1976
“This is the first race I worked at professionally. 
We were first, second and third, so a pretty good 
beginning! After an apprenticeship at Ford, I got 
a job at Hawke Racing, designing Formula Ford, 
FF2000 and F3 cars. They were pretty successful, 
with drivers like Derek Daly, Bernard Devaney 
and Rick Morris. We made everything ourselves. 
In fact, Derek Daly was a welder in the fabrication 
shop. We were pretty wild, and had a hell of a 

lot of fun terrorising [English seaside town] 
Southend, but when my third pay cheque 
bounced, I decided it was time to move on.”

1979
“Royale were fantastic. The RP27 we produced 
for FF2000 was lovely, one of my favourites. I 
don’t think we lost a race until the end of August. 
I always set myself targets within a three-year 
plan: where I wanted to go and what I wanted to 
achieve. I thought after Royale I’d go back into 
the automotive sector. The empirical engineering 
of motorsport was enjoyable, but the fact motor 
racing wasn’t moving forward was frustrating, 
because I’m as passionate an engineer as I am a 
motorsports enthusiast. Then Alex Hawkridge 
of Toleman came along, said they were going 

at Symonds is rummaging around 
in his desk. “It’s here somewhere,” 
says Renault’s executive director of 
engineering, digging deep. What he’s 

looking for is, he claims, something that helps 
keep his feet on the ground. He surfaces, holding 
an old piece of paper. It’s a travel itinerary from 
a two-day test at Brands Hatch, 1982, for the 
Toleman team. It details the movements of nine 
people, including the drivers and truckies. The 
team has, Pat concedes, “grown a bit since then”.

In the intervening 26 years, the team has also 
changed names, but it still relies on Symonds’ 
engineering ingenuity. He credits his longevity 
in Formula One to the professional ethos that 
blossomed after the FISA-FOCA war. “Bernie 
made the sport what it is today, and people like 

Throughout the turbulent history of the team formerly known as Toleman, 

Pat Symonds has been the calm eye of the storm. By Matt Youson

➜
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 1984
“This must be 1984, with Rory and Ayrton Senna. 
Ayrton was a great guy to work with. Without 
the instrumentation we have now, the drivers 
had a much bigger part in the development – 
they had to be the instrumentation and report 
back to us. Ayrton was brilliant at that. He was 
amazing; his capacity to deal with and register 
all of the information was just incredible.”

 1986
“This is Teo Fabi in the BMW-engined car, Rory 
at the back, John Mardle – now our operations 
director – and Jim Vale, who’s now back in 
Australia. By this point, the team had been sold 
to Benetton and was growing. I loved working 
with Teo. On a fast circuit, he was unbeatable if 
out on his own. He had a pole position at the 
Nürburgring in the ’85 car, pole in Austria and 
at Monza in this car – but if there was any traffic 
and his concentration broke… it was terrible.”

1992
“This jumps to my second spell with Benetton. 
I had a year away in 1990, trying to start a new 
team with Rory and a few others. Flavio Briatore 
brought John Barnard in, and he set up an 
operation down in Godalming – and there was 
very much a Godalming versus Witney thing. 
We weren’t getting on very well with Barnard 
– though I get on fine with him now – and as 
we couldn’t see him going, we decided to do 
something else, which was launching the 
Reynard F1 project. I was good friends with 
Adrian Reynard – in fact we’d been in the same 
class at Cranfield – so we tried that. It didn’t 
work out, but the Reynard project outlasted 
Barnard at Benetton. Rory and I were back at 

into Formula One and asked me to be part of 
it. I decided to do a three-year stint and joined 
Toleman on January 2, 1981 as the 20th employee.” 

1982 
“I started as a research and development engineer 
– they wanted an R&D department and I was 
one of the few academics working in motorsport. 
I was trying to set up a wind-tunnel while also 
looking after the F2 project, liaising with Lola on 
the build and race-engineering Stefan Johansson, 
who was driving the [Alan Docking Racing] works 
entry. Everyone had multiple jobs back then. 

“In F1, we struggled to qualify. We would be 
five seconds off the back of the field on Friday, 
redesign the car overnight, fabricate some new 
bits and try again on Saturday. Good fun, but 
bloody hard work, too. For 1982, it was decided 
that I should do race engineering for the F1 
team as well as R&D. The first race of the year 
was South Africa, and we didn’t look like 
qualifying. Rory [Byrne] and [chief engineer] 
John Gentry needed to get back to England 
to design a new car; Roger Silman [team 
manager] was going as well. I was told, ‘Right, 
you’re running the F1 team.’ I was 28 or 29 
and definitely dropped right in it.”

 

Benetton before the end of the year. This picture 
is of Pat Fry, Martin Brundle, Ross [Brawn], 
Michael [Schumacher] and myself. At the time, 
I was engineering Michael and looking after 
R&D. I had some good guys like Pat and Frank 
Dernie working with me, so when we got back 
to the factory after a race, I could leave the 
preparation for the next race to them and get 
on with the other job.” 

1994
“Did we turn up in 1994 expecting to win? No, 
that’s an overstatement; it would be arrogant 
to think so. Certainly in 1992 and 1993 we were 
beginning to believe in ourselves. The ’94 car was 
one of those that you take out for winter testing 
and just know you’ve got something good, though 
that first weekend in Brazil was incredibly hard. 
From Thursday morning to Sunday evening, I 
doubt that we had more than three hours’ sleep. 
Everything went wrong – but we won the race, 
and suddenly it didn’t matter how little sleep 
we’d had. The B194 was a beautiful car, but after 
Ayrton’s death in May, the changes that were 
required emasculated it. It was still as good as 
anything else, but it had been desecrated and we 
didn’t win the constructors’ championship.” 

1994
“In retrospect, we handled the black flag at 
Silverstone very badly. I think we were naïve. 
Politically it was a terrible year for us. At the end, 
I really questioned whether I wanted to stay in 
F1. I felt there were powers that I’d never have 
any control over. There were question marks 
raised over us, deliberately put there, I think, by 
our detractors. Allegations about illegal traction 
control were completely unfounded and very 
hurtful. After a lot of soul-searching, I concluded 
that I liked winning too much to walk away, and 
I wanted to do it again. To win again in 1995 was 
great; a real ‘F*** you’ to all of those people.”

1995
“That is a Renault-engined car, so it must be 1995. 
Looking at the picture, on my right is Jonathan 
Wheatley, now team manager at Red Bull Racing; 
on my left, I think, is Kenny Handkammer, now 
chief mechanic at Red Bull Racing. They look 
thoroughly fed up as I try and explain how we’re 
going to win the race. I’m obviously not inspiring 
them very much… or they’ve had a bad day.”

 1997
“After winning both championships in 1995, I 
think we were arrogant. Michael asked for a lot 
of money to stay. What we had was earmarked 
for building a wind-tunnel. We were on top of 
the world and the feeling was that, if Michael 
wanted to go to Ferrari, then so be it, we could 
win without him. I don’t think we appreciated 
the importance of continuity and teamwork. 
We took Jean Alesi and Gerhard Berger for ’96. 
Jean Alesi was my favourite driver out of the 
car, a passionate, enthusiastic, genuine guy, ➜

➜
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arrived out of nowhere. We were in the little 
engineering office out the back of the garages, 
and Flavio walked in with a journalist or VIP. 
The other guy looked a bit uncomfortable to see 
all of us working, but Flavio said, ‘Oh, don’t worry 
about them, they’re just engineers.’ My initial 
thoughts were, ‘Oh, this isn’t going to be good.’ 

“Flavio thinks there’s too much engineering 
in F1. I don’t disagree with him, though I love  
the engineering side of the sport. I think he’s 
come to appreciate that engineering skill is how 
you differentiate, and ultimately how you win, in 
F1. I love the way he doesn’t follow the trodden 
path. He’s not good on detail, nor should he  
be, because he’s got plenty of people for that.  
He empowers us – so no complaints.” 

2004
“I remember when we first ran Fernando 
[Alonso], years before this. Jarno [Trulli] was  
in the other car and this young Spanish chap 
jumped in and was more consistent than our 
regular driver! And bloody quick, too. I phoned 
Flavio that night, saying, ‘I really think this guy’s 
a little bit different.’ So we took him under our 
wing and kept him for later.”

 2005
“I’ve got this picture on my wall at home.  
When Michael first drove the 1994 car, we knew 
we had something, and this one was the same. 
When Fernando first drove it, he said, ‘This  
just feels incredible.’ In Melbourne, Giancarlo 
Fisichella led from pole and didn’t put a foot 
wrong. Fernando had started down the grid and 
did a great recovery drive. He wasn’t very happy; 
Fernando can just about handle being beaten, 

but not by his team-mate – he hates it. He was 
confident he was going to win the championship 
that year; he absolutely knew that race was his. 
Then the weather intervened in qualifying. But a 
fabulous race for us with both cars on the podium. 

“Before 2005, I thought that every race was 
the same; 10 points for a win and it didn’t matter 
where it was in the world or when it was in the 
year. In 2005, I began to appreciate that wasn’t 
entirely true. Those early races were much more 
important. They gave us momentum and raised 
everyone’s self-confidence.”

2006
“Bob Bell [technical director] and me – we  
don’t look very happy, do we? This was at the 
start of the whole tuned-mass-dampers episode. 
The timing was awkward because the decision  
to ban the system was made just before the 
summer test ban, which made it difficult to 
re-optimise the car, but we got it sorted out. It 
was a little hard to swallow, and it started to 
remind me of the 1994 season. 

“As Renault, we’ve split up responsibilities  
a lot more than we did before. I look after the 
racing while Bob looks after the factory side,  
and James Allison, the deputy technical director, 
concentrates on development. The working 
environment is all a bit more pleasant now.” 

but, oh dear, in the car he did some strange 
things! I’ve never known such a Jekyll and Hyde 
character. Things began to get difficult. Rory left, 
Ross Brawn left and I became technical director. 

“I felt my job was to create the appearance of a 
big team while running on a small team’s budget, 
and align us with a manufacturer. Even in 1999, 
which was our nadir with a truly uncompetitive 
car and little money to improve it, I think we 
always put on a very professional appearance.  
It achieved our objective, as Renault came along 
and bought us. But 1996-2000 was all about 
survival. At the start of the period we were still 
well funded, but by 1999, Jesus, it was a struggle! 

“I didn’t particularly want to be technical 
director. I had a lovely job running race 
engineering, I was still doing R&D and felt that  
I was very much my own boss. When Ross went 
to Ferrari, he suggested I take over, and Flavio 
was very keen. I can’t remember whether I was 
persuaded or just told I was doing it.” 

 2002
“I’ve thoroughly enjoyed working with Flavio 
over the years. I can’t remember the year he first 
appeared, but I do remember it was in Brazil. I 
didn’t know who he was or anything about him. 
The representative of the Benetton family running 
the team hadn’t told us he was coming; he just 

➜

This old piece of paper  
is what Pat Symonds uses to 
keep his feet firmly on the 

ground: it’s a travel itinerary 
for Toleman from 1982 and it 
demonstrates just how much 
the team has grown in the 26 
years it has taken to evolve into Renault.

2006
“This is Monza, at the press conference after 
Fernando was penalised. That decision was a 
travesty. Fernando was so incensed that I think  
it would have destroyed him, had we not acted. 
So Flavio made a very strong statement. 

One of the great things about Flavio is  
that he really does say what he thinks – and 
sometimes a bit more than that. He wears his 
heart on his sleeve, which isn’t an acceptable 
thing to do in Formula One unfortunately – but 
that’s Formula One’s problem, not Flavio’s.

“In 2006, Ferrari were tougher competitors 
than McLaren the previous year. The pressure 
was the most intense I’ve ever experienced. 
Going to Brazil, everybody made us absolute 
favourites to win, whereas I could see so  
many ways we could lose.”

2007
“Rory again. I nearly went to work for him  
at Royale directly after finishing [a Master’s 
degree] at Cranfield, but the project to design  
a Royale F3 car fell through. Instead, when  
Rory left Royale in the winter of 1979-80 to 
work on Toleman’s F2 project, I took his place  
at Royale. Later, I followed him to Toleman.  

“When Rory left Benetton, he intended to 
retire, then got enticed back by Ferrari. I don’t 
necessarily communicate my plans, but I do have 
them, and for a while I was definitely planning to 
retire at the end of 2008. But things happen that 
change your opinions, and retirement is certainly 
not on my mind any more. I’m invigorated by  
the thought of what is going to happen to F1  
in the next few years. I want to be part of that 
and consider myself lucky to be here.”  A
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very time I go diving, I take my camera 
with me. I started to use a camera when 
I was a rally driver, taking photographs 
of wildlife on the Safari Rally. To my 
amazement, underwater life was even 

more spectacular, and it became my greatest passion. 
It’s not easy. For a start, before we went digital, you 

could only shoot up to 36 pictures on a roll of film. It 
meant I’d have to ascend back up to the boat after just 
five minutes. And you’re always moving. You need to 
be a very good diver before you can fully concentrate 
on photography. You have to become a fish yourself. 
Then there’s the quality of light, water visibility, 
currents and what fish you may find, which is difficult 
to prepare for – and don’t forget that a fish can change 
direction and disappear even faster than an F1 car.

I always carry two cameras – one with a wide-angle 
lens and one with a regular macro lens – so that I can 
shoot everything from a minnow to a shark. The 
furthest depth I’ve been to is around 64 metres, but 
most of the best photo opportunities are in shallow 
water, as when you go deeper than four or five metres, 
you won’t see too many colours unless you take an 
artificial strobe light with you.

You need to get close to your subject, and therefore 
you have to be calm, make gentle movements, and let 
the fish come to you. The more water there is between 
you and them, the less quality you’ll have. You need 
them to be curious and feel unthreatened.

Sometimes your subject can be quite big, but to be 
honest, I’ve never been scared. One time, I was diving 
only about 15 metres down and there was plenty of 
sunlight, and then it all went dark. I thought a boat was 
passing overhead. I looked up and there were two 
whale sharks just above me. They were each probably 
12 metres long. That was a great moment.

Another time, I came across a giant grouper in the 
Maldives, and I don’t know who was more surprised. 
I doubt he had ever seen a human before. I swallowed 
all my air in one go – his mouth was so huge, and filled 
with pilot fish. He could have swallowed me whole.

I was upset when Steven Spielberg made Jaws, as he 
made everyone terrified of sharks. I’m not – I love 
them. They are so elegant, and perfectly hydrodynamic. 
You just have to remain calm in their presence and not 
make sudden movements, and you’re in no danger.

I like to dive in wild, untouched places. The density 
of life is incredible in Sipadan and Sangalaki, off the 
east coast of Borneo, two of my favourite places. 

I was born into motorsport, but diving is my greatest 
love of all. They couldn’t be more different – the sea is 
even more unpredictable. That is why I always take 
a camera with me, because I know that the one time 
I leave it behind, I will see the greatest fish of all.
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LUCKY NUMBERS

DAVID KENNEDY
The Setanta TV commentator, and former F1 and sportscar driver, is much quicker  

on four wheels than two feet – it took him 65,000 years to walk here…

32,000

65,000

22  27.09.08 MOMENT IN TIME
With no precedent here in Singapore, we’ve 
opted for a classic moment from the 1966 
French GP at Reims. Graham Hill has 
picked up a passenger along the way, but 
what else happened?
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