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BLOCK CREATES THE
ULTIMATE ESCORT

Under the skin of a bonkers modern-day Cosworth
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ByDavidEvans

Global rallysensationKenBlockwill takehisFordEscort
Cosworth–acarbuilt inEssex–onaworld tour to include
theDonegalRallyandGoodwoodFestivalofSpeed.

Block’sBritish-builtEscortwasflownoutof Heathrowthis
week,boundforacompetitivedebutatnextweek’s100Acre
WoodRallyinAmerica.ItthencompetesinNewZealandbefore
headingtoDonegal. BlocktoldMN:“I’vealwaysbeenfascinated
byrallyinginIrelandandDonegalisaneventI’vealwayspaid
alotof attentionto.I’mreallylookingforwardtogetting
outthereandgoingdownthoselanes.”
Fullstory,p2-3
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Modernised car to tour the world

ByDavidEvans

KenBlock’smodernisedFord
EscortCosworthwillbecome
themostviewedrallycar in
theworld thisyear–and it
wasbuiltbyEssex firmMDV
SpecialistEngineering.

TheAmericanGymkhana
staradmittedhewasdrawnto
workingwithMDVfromthe
firm’sreputation,butalsothe
geographicallocationof it
beingclosetoBoreham.

“ThatareaIknowwasimportant
fortheEscort,”BlocktoldMN.
“It’sreallycoolthatwe’reworking
withPeter[Bennett,directorat
MDV]andtheguysthere–
especiallybecauseheworkedat
Borehamaswell.Butnotonlywas
therallydevelopmentdoneinthat
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Block has tackled the WRC

area, but in the 1990s it was a 
trendy place to go and drive them; 
I know there were some beach-
front places where everybody 
used to go cruising in these cars.”

Block’s Escort is essentially a 
modern spin on a 1990s classic. 
When his original 1991 Escort 
Cosworth burned out on the 
New England Forest Rally in 
June last year, it was time to do 
something the same, but different. 

“I love that shape and design of  
car, but it was a little unreliable,” 
Block said. “We’ve made changes 
to the car to make it more reliable, 
but also more fun to drive. I’m 
really happy with the progress 
and how it’s all come together.” 

Block will drive the car at next 
week’s 100 Acre Wood Rally in 
Missouri before it is shipped to 
New Zealand for the Whangarei 
Rally (May). The Escort Cosworth 
then sails for Ireland and June’s 
Donegal International, the 
Goodwood Festival of  Speed’s next 
a month later with Gymkhana 
Grid (Poland, September) and 
Rallylegend (October) concluding 
the ‘Cossie World Tour.’

Competing in Ireland is 
something Block had tried to do 
previously, but it was difficult 
to find a way around the 
International Sporting Code, 
which dictates that current 
generation World Rally Cars can 
only compete at the highest level 
of  international rallying.

Block said: “I’ve always been 
fascinated by rallying in Ireland. 
There’s such a big fanbase for the 
sport out there and there’s such a 
wide variety of  cars out there from 
older World Rally Cars to Group B 
stuff. I went to Ireland to drive my 
first Group B car, when I got the 
chance to drive Enda Garvey’s 
RS200. It was amazing. 

“The culture around rallying 
in Ireland is so interesting – and 
even being a big Colin [McRae] 
fan, it was where he took his 
Escort to drive it which made it 
even more interesting. But I’ve 
always paid attention to Donegal, 
that’s the one I wanted to do.”

Block’s team manager Derek 
Dauncey contacted MDV having 
seen its work on a variety of  
previous projects, including 
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The specially built Ford Escort Cosworth was shaken down by Block at Boreham
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the McRae Enduro and Mark 
Rennison’s Pikes Peak Ford RS200.

“We were in Spain for last year’s 
WRC round when the latest designs 
for the car came through,” said 
Dauncey. “It was a real ‘wow’ 
moment. I said to Ken that we 
really had to do this. And I really 
wanted to work with MDV.”

The car had been widened to 
run at current World Rally Car 
regulations of  1875mm. The engine 
remains a period two-litre unit, 
but includes a Smith and Jones 
cylinder head from Shropshire 
with the work completed by 
Heathfield-based expert Julian 
Godfrey. With its 34mm restrictor 
in place it will generate around 
340bhp – with an extra 30bhp 
added with a 36mm restrictor 
for New Zealand. 

“Without the restrictor, we could 
be looking at around 700bhp,” said 
Dauncey. “And we’ll be running 
the side exhaust on some events 
like Goodwood. Basically, we’ve 
put modern running gear and 
Cosworth WRC-spec electronics 
into an Escort Cosworth.”

The FFD seven-speed gearbox 

used by Francois Delecour in the 
early 1990s has been dispatched 
in favour of  a Sadev six-speed 
sequential. Sadev supplies 
all the transmission, but, in an 
effort to make the car more 
reliable, active front and centre 
differentials have been ditched 
in favour of  mechanical units. 
Reiger suspension has been fitted 
to revised suspension points. 

“There’s a huge amount of  
work gone into this car,” said 
Dauncey. “We ran the car at an 
airfield the day before it went 
to the airport and it was great. 
Honestly, I take so much pride 
in the way we’ve used British 
engineering in this car and the job 
MDV has done. At the same time, 
Sadev in France has been fantastic 
with us as well. I wrote on the wall 
at MDV ‘Just a little bit further…’ 
and everybody’s gone just a little 
bit further with this one.”

Bennett echoed those sentiments, 
adding: “It’s quite extraordinary 
when you think where the car’s 
going and how many people are 
going to see it that it was built 
right here in the wilds of  Essex.”

A fundamental change of  
direction in how the car was 
made left Bennett and his MDV 
team with just 19 weeks to 
complete work he would usually 
have spent up to nine months on.

“The timescale was a bit 
ridiculous,” he said, “but we got 
it done. We had guys sleeping 
here and working through the 
night – we knew the deadline 
and we got there.”

Bennett was part of  the team 
responsible for the original Ford 
Escort RS Cosworth, which made 
its World Rally Championship 
debut in 1993. 

“I had a good stint at Boreham 
from 1988 until 2004,” said Bennett. 
“It’s good that we’ve done this work 
at our place, which is only about 40 
minutes from Boreham. It’s been 
interesting to think about where 
the Escort Cosworth would have 
ended up. It only feels like a few 
years ago, but it was 1992 that we 
were working on it. I don’t expect 
the new car to be everybody’s cup 
of  tea, but we’ve taken the car 
where it would have ended up 
if  it had been running today.”

BLOC
TARGETS DONEG
IN NEW MACHIN



Spaniard followed testing closely

RACING NEWS
F1 ROUND-UP
Kubicaunprepared
WilliamsdriverRobertKubica
believeshe isonly“20%”
preparedfor the first raceof the
2019Formula1season.Kubica
managed just268 laps inpre-
seasontesting–fewer thanany
otherdriveronthe2019grid–
afterWilliams’s latearrival in
Barcelona. “That’s thesituation,
I cannotchange it,”Kubicasaid.
“Ihavetomakesurewearedoing
everythingwhatwecan, frommy
side.Comingbackaftereight
years,probably Iknow20%of the
things that Ishouldknowbefore
goingtoAustralia.Therest is
unknown. Ihaven’tdone longer
than15 laps [ina] longrun.There is
a lotofquestionmarks.But that’s
thereality,wecannotchange it.”

Ferrari investigation
Ferrari will continue to investigate the 
rim failure that caused Sebastian Vettel 
to crash during the second week of F1 
testing in Barcelona. The German 
crashed into the Tecpro barriers after 
he lost control of his car at Turn 3 during 
the morning session on Wednesday. 
Ferrari concluded the front-left wheel 
rim had failed after being damaged by an
external impact. “We believe the issue 
was a rim failure but because the rim has
been damaged by an external hit when 
running on the track, so the type of thing 
we can not avoid,” said Ferrari boss 
Mattia Binotto. “I think it’s been a very 
unlucky situation. But we will still make 
sure and look deeper in all the details 
and data, eventually, to address any 
issue that may be still potential[ly there].”

GPs in doubt
The Mexican Grand Prix organisers
say they have missed a deadline 
for provisional 2020 F1 calendar 
inclusion, at a time when five races 
are in doubt for next year. The event
recently lost its central government
support, while the contracts of the 
F1 races in Spain, Britain, Germany
and Italy all expire this season, and 
no new agreements have been 
signed. None of them are therefore
guaranteed a place on next year’s 
schedule at present. A statement 
issued by the Mexican organisers 
said that the race had lost its 
preferred date on the F1 schedule 
but negotaitions are continuing 
to findanalternativesolution.

Renault’s target
Renaulthashit the“high” initial target
it set for its2019F1engine,according
to its technicaldirectorRemiTaffin.The
Frenchmanufacturerhas trailed
MercedesandFerrari in theV6turbo-
hybridengineera.However,Renault
saidanewenginedesignheralded
a“substantial” step forwardover the
winter,which it sayshasbeenvalidated
by theon-track running inpre-season
testingover the last twoweeks.
“Everythingweactuallydevelopedand
measuredon thedynowere thesame
aswhatweseeouton track,”added
Taffin. “I thinkwehitour targets.”

WANT THE LATEST UPDATES? FOLLOW US ON TWITTER @MNmotorsport

Alonso to test 2019 McLaren as part of his new ‘ambassador’ role with team
Fernando Alonso will test 
McLaren’s 2019 Formula 1 
car as part of  a new role as 
team “ambassador”.

The two-time world 
champion rejoined McLaren 
in 2015 but opted to step away 
from grand prix racing for ’19 
after years of  uncompetitive 
machinery, and amid an urge 
to compete elsewhere.

Alonso had already been 
confirmed to race for McLaren 

in this year’s Indianapolis 
500, but his much-speculated 
involvement in the F1 team’s 
testing programme has now 
been firmed up as well.

He will drive at “selected 
tests to support the 
development of  MCL34 and 
MCL35 for 2020”, McLaren 
has confirmed.

McLaren will have four 
official test days during the 
season. Two of them must 

be completed by rookie drivers 
who have not competed in 
more than two grands prix, but 
Alonso would be free to drive 
on either of  the other two days.

“I said before I stopped 
racing in Formula 1 last year 
that I see myself  with McLaren 
for a long time to come, so I am 
delighted at this new role and 
the ability to stay closely 
involved with the team I feel is 
my spiritual home,” said Alonso.

“We have the Indianapolis 
500 in May of course, which 
I am looking forward to 
immensely, but this is just 
the beginning of  many 
things we can do together.

“I am particularly 
passionate about nurturing 
young talent, whether that’s 
with my own team or helping 
the new generation of  F1 
drivers at McLaren unlock 
their true potential.”

HAMILTON BELIEVES FERRARI
HAS UP TO 0.5s ADVANTAGE
Ferrari chief Binotto downplays his squad’s form

Photos: LAT

By Scott Mitchell

Lewis Hamilton thinks Mercedes 
could trail Ferrari by as much 
as half a second as Formula 1 
pre-season testing concluded.

Ferrari set the fastest time of  testing, 
although Hamilton closed to within 
just three thousandths of  a second 
on the final afternoon of  the second 
Barcelona test last week.

But Hamilton believes Ferrari’s 
advantage is real, although he 
admitted he is “not quite sure” 
what the true gap is.

“I think it’s potentially half  a 
second,” he said. “Something like 
that, potentially. We will be analysing 

a lot from this test and there will be 
some modes that we try to implement.

“The car is old now, it’s worn and 
torn, so we’ll have new components. 
All that stuff  will come along. So, 
it’s interesting.”

Mercedes introduced a major aero 
update for the start of  last week’s 
second test, following a low-key start 
to its preparations at Barcelona the 
previous week.

But, while Valtteri Bottas is 
convinced that the revamped wing 
and nose have produced a step forward 
in overcoming some of  the handling 
issues that marred the first test, 
he thinks the team is not yet in a 
position where it can be confident 

of  matching Ferrari.
“It is better. But if  it’s enough, that is 

the big question mark,” Bottas said.
“I definitely feel improvements since 

last week with the stability of  the car, 
and with the overall downforce of  the 
car. But we definitely feel that we 
haven’t unlocked everything that 
there is to unlock.

“We do still need to make 
improvements for sure but at least 
we have some time after testing to 
again learn more for Australia.”

But Ferrari chief  Mattia Binotto has 
downplayed his squad’s performance, 
insisting it’s “completely wrong” to 
suggest Ferrari has a significant 
advantage ahead of  the first race.

“We are still trying to learn our 
car, trying to understand the limit of  
performance but also the reliability,” 
said Binotto. “These days are very 
important in the preparation of  the 
entire season.

“I’m happy to know that Hamilton 
believes we are faster. I believe they 
are very strong, I believe Mercedes 
will be very, very strong in Australia.

“It would be completely wrong to 
think today that we’re faster than them.

“Here, we may run different fuel 
levels, we’ve got different programmes. 
I’m not expecting them to be behind us, 
or [if  Mercedes is behind] they will be 
very, very close.”
Additional reporting by Jonathan Noble 

Ferrari was team 
to beat in testing

Binotto thinks Mercedes will be a threat
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AstonMartinisthenewofficialpartner
of theAutosportBRDCAward,which
willnowhavea£200,000prizefund.

Theawardbeganin1989tofindand
supportup-and-comingBritishdrivers.
Itcrowned30winners, includingJenson
Button,DavidCoulthard,GeorgeRussell
andLandoNorris,beforeMcLaren
withdrewitssupportatthebeginningof
2019.NowAstonMartinhassteppedin
tocreatetheAstonMartinAutosport
BRDCYoungDriverof theYearAward.

Aswellasayet-to-beconfirmedshare

of theprizefund,thewinnerwill
receiveatestinaRedBullFormula1
carandaruninAstonMartin’s
VantageGTEWorldEndurance
Championshipchallenger.

Thebasicformatof theaward
willremainunchanged.Following
nominationsbyAutosportreaders,
fourBritishdriverscompetingbelow
FIAF3levelwillbeselectedforthe
competition.Thefinalistswillthen
havefitnessandsimulatorassessments
atRedBullRacing’sheadquarters

beforeatwo-dayshootoutat
Silverstoneinarangeof machinery,
includingMotorSportVisionF2cars.

Thewinnerwillbeselectedbya
judgingpanelthatincludesformer
BritishRacingDrivers’Clubpresident
and1992worldsportscarchampion
DerekWarwick,andworksAston
MartindriverDarrenTurner,who
wontheAwardin1996.Thevictor
willberevealedattheAutosport
AwardsinDecember.

AstonMartinLagondapresident

andGroupCEOAndyPalmersaid:
“Ihavealwaysbelieveditacritical
necessitytodevelopyoungtalent
acrosstheautomotivespectrum.This
importantnewpartnershiprepresents
theverybestopportunitytoplaya
significantroleinthedevelopment
of thenextgenerationof Britishworld
champions.Theaward’srollof honour
speaksforitself andwelookforwardto
developingthisprogrammeintothe
mostexcitingopportunityforrising
talentinworldmotorsport.”

I

‘All the dates
for your diary’
Sporting Scene calendar, p19

Di Resta commits to full WEC campaign with United Autosports

Ahmed to compete in
Japanese Formula 3

Vergne: FE clashes
‘not motorsport’

Formula 3 European Championship 
race winner Enaam Ahmed will join 
the Japanese F3 championship with 
ThreeBond Racing for 2019.

Ahmed – who briefly led the 2018 
Euro F3 standings – has made the 
switch to the Japanese championship 
after failing to raise the budget 
required to compete in the new 
Formula 1-supporting FIA F3 
Championship, which has succeeded 
Euro F3 and the GP3 Series.

“In Europe things were getting 
really expensive, and it was very 
unrealistic to try to stay there,” 
said Ahmed, who won the BRDC 
British Formula 3 title in 2017. 

“I couldn’t get the backing, so I 
decided to become a professional 
driver at the age of  19 and take the 
offer from ThreeBond Racing.”

Ex-Force India and Williams
Formula 1 driver Paul di
Resta will contest the World
Endurance Championship
in 2019/20 with the United
Autosports squad in LMP2.

The Briton will extend his
relationship with the Anglo-
American team co-owned
by McLaren F1 boss Zak
Brown, with which he made
his Le Mans debut last year.

Di Resta will race the solo
United Ligier-Gibson JS
P217 LMP2 car entered in
the WEC together with

Filipe Albuquerque and Phil
Hanson, his team-mates at
Le Mans in June 2018, with
the trio sharing again at this
year’s Le Mans 24 Hours.

He also claimed the 2018/19
Asian Le Mans Series
title together with Hanson
aboard a United Ligier-
Nissan JSP2, having joined
the team for an assault
on the IMSA SportsCar
Championship enduros at
the start of last year.

“I think to continue
where we have been with

Phil [Hanson] in the
Asian Le Mans Series and
bringing the first LMP2
championship to the team,
the obvious next step is
to move into a world
championship,” said di
Resta, who will also drive
for R-Motorsport’s Aston
Martin DTM effort in 2019.

“It’s definitely a challenge
I am up for. We have a little
bit of time to prepare for
it, but I think that United
are more than capable of
taking it on.”

Prizes include Red Bull
F1 test and £200,000

Photos: LAT

ReigningFIAFormulaE
championJean-EricVergnesays
thenumberof clashesinrecent
racesare“notmotorsport”and
“youdon’tseethisinFormula1”.

Therehavebeenhigh-profile
incidentsinthreeof thefirst
fourracesof the2018/19season,
withtheBMWAndrettidrivers
collidinginMarrakech,Vergne,
histeam-mateAndreLottererand
AntonioFelixdaCostaclashing
togetherinSantiago,andthehuge
accidentbetweenVergneand
NelsonPiquetatMexicoCity.

“Thereismassivefrustration,”
theDSTecheetahdriversaid.

“Igothit, Ispun,theguy[Mitch
Evans]hasnopenalty.Igot
overtakenbythreecarsunder
fullcourseyellowandnoneof
themhasapenalty.

“Aguythatovertookcutthe
chicaneandhitmeanddoesn’t
haveanypenalty.

“SoIwanttounderstandwhat
theruleis–maybeit’sanewrule
andnextraceeverybodywillhit
eachother.It’salreadythecase.

“I’mnotplayingthatgamebut
tomethisisnotmotorsport.

“Idon’tlikethiskindof racing–
youdon’tseethisinFormula1,
likedriverscrashingintoeach
othernon-stop.

“Ihopeitwillchangebecause
I’mnotenjoyingthisatall.”

MOTORSPORT 
FOR CARS OF ALL AGES
www.classicsportscarclub.co.uk

Asian Le Mans Series title was won by di Resta and Hanson

Vergnehasbeenleftunhappy

Tom Gamble won last award in 2018

FernandoAlonsowill run thenumber
66onhis return to the Indianapolis500
withMcLarenthisyear.Alonso–who
returns tocomplete the Indy500asthe
finalpartofhisbid for theTripleCrown
ofmotorsport–hasoptedtouse
#66which is thenumberwithwhich
McLaren took its first Indy 500 victory 

withMarkDonohue in1972…Reigning
NASCARCupSerieschampionJoey
Loganotookhis first victoryof theseason
atLasVegasby fendingoffa late-race
challenge fromPenskeFord team-mate
BradKeselowski. Logano,whostarted
10th, took the leadmidway through the
final stage and resisted Atlanta winner 

Keselowski’sadvanceson the final lap towin
by0.236seconds…ReigningSupercars
championScottMcLaughlincompleted
acleansweepfor thebrandnewFord
Mustang inAdelaideby takingboth
winsacross theweekend.TheDJRTeam
Penskedriver ledhomeaMustang1-2
ahead of Cameron Waters in race two, 

andhadearliercompleteda lights-to-
flagvictory…FerrariFormula1 juniorMick
Schumacher toppedthe thirddayofFormula
2 testingat Jerez forPremaRacingand
set the fastest timeof the test.ARTGrand
Prix’sNyckdeVriesset the fastest timeon
the firstandsecondday.Thesecondtest
began on Tuesday at Barcelona.

QUICK LAPSTHE FASTEST NEWS ROUND-UP
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Former BRDC British F3 champion
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ByMattJames

ThenewTeamToyotaGB
CorollaBritishTouringCar
Championshipchallengerbroke
coveratOultonParkonFriday
lastweekasTomIngramranthe
SpeedworksMotorsport-built
car for its initial shakedown.

The2018BTCCrunner-upand
IndependentsTrophywinner

completedtherunintrickyconditions
attheCheshirevenue.Thecarhasnow
beentakentoSpainwheremore
intensivedevelopmentwilltakeplace.

“It’sanamazingfeelingtogetout
on-trackinthenewCorolla,”said
Ingram.“EversinceToyota
officiallycameonboardlatelast
year,everythingwe’vedonehas
beenbuildinguptothismoment.

“Thecarlooksamazing– whichis

credittoalltheSpeedworksboys,who
havedoneacrackingjobasalways–
andit’sanabsolutehonourtobe
representingToyotaGBinthisnew
British-builtbeast.”

TeambossChristianDicksaidhe
wasthrilledwithgettinginitial
mileageonthenewmachine.

“Itwasjustarelief togethereand
makesureitallworked,”Dicksaid.
“Wedidn’trunfirstthinginthe

morningandthereasonsweretwo-fold:
thecircuitwasverywetandtheywere
runningthesessionontheInternational
layout,whichwedon’tuse.Weusedthat
timetodoanextraspannercheckand
sortthroughafewsmallteethingissues,
butthenwewentintheafternoon.”

ThecarranatOultonParkina
camouflagelivery,butthefullcolour
schemeisexpectedtoberevealedatthe
BTCCmediadayattheendof March.

NEW TOYOTA COROLLA
BTCC RACER BREAKS COVER

Gamble and Perez move to frontrunning Redline squad for this year’s Carrera Cup

BTC Racing upgrades to latest-spec BTCC Honda Civics

Clio racer Osborne lands
second MG BTCC seat

Team BRIT launches its
own racing academy
Team BRIT has launched its own racing 
academy with the aim of getting more 
disabled people into motorsport.

The new initiative was launched last 
week by Team BRIT members and Nic 
Hamilton, brother of  five-time Formula 1 
champion Lewis, who himself  is disabled.

Drivers using the academy will receive 
coaching and can practice driving using 
hand-controls on a simulator before 
moving into a VW Polo on a  track.

“We want to offer disabled people 
everything they need to get into 
motorsport,” said Dave Player, 
founder of  Team BRIT.

“There’s nowhere you can go as a 
disabled person to have trackday 
experience. If  you want to get 
coaching in a car with hand-controls, 
where do you go? There’s nowhere to go.”

Team BRIT will contest the new-
for-2019 BMW 116 Trophy and Britcar 
this season, with the ultimate goal of  
entering the Le Mans 24 Hours with a 
team of disabled drivers.

“I think right now is a really good 
opportunity to use Team BRIT to bring 
disabled individuals into motorsport 
and really teach able-bodied people 
about disability,” said Hamilton, who 
has cerebral palsy and will compete in 
the British Touring Car Championship 
with Motorbase this season.

Porsche Carrera Cup GB race winner 
George Gamble and Pro-Am champion 
Seb Perez will switch to the frontrunning 
Redline squad for their  second seasons in 
the category this year.

Gamble, the 2015 Ginetta GT5 champion, 
took three wins last year and was sixth 
in the standings. He’s now looking to 
launch a title bid after moving from 
Team Parker Racing to join Redline.

“Last year we had a good year and 
this is definitely a step forward working 

towards ultimately trying to win the 
championship,” said Gamble. “It seems 
most drivers, even Nick Yelloly [Porsche 
Supercup runner-up], have this first year 
of  learning and get their head around the 
Porsche and then year two, have a bit of  
an attack on the championship. It would 
be great to have a good year to have a shot 
at the Supercup junior shootout and keep 
progressing up the Porsche ladder.”

Perez will step up to the Pro category 
this year and will dovetail his Carrera 

Cup campaign with competing in a 
number of  European rallies in a 1977 
Porsche 911. 

He said: “There will be some big 
challenges this season so I think if  I can 
get a podium or two I’ll be very happy. Of  
course, there are so many differences 
between the GT3 and the rally car and it 
will be a big challenge to keep adapting 
from one to the other. It’s a great 
opportunity to compete in two iconic 
machines this season.”

TheBTC Racing team will run two 
versions of  the updated Honda Civic 
TypeRmachines in the 2019 British 
Touring Car Championship.

JoshCook and Chris Smiley will 
handlethe FK8-specification of  the 
Japanese hatchback, replacing the 
team’solder FK2 models. The cars 
havebeen built by Team Dynamics 
Motorsport, which will also field two 
factory-backed models for Matt Neal 
andDan Cammish. Dynamics and BTC 
willhave a closer alliance in 2019.

BTC Racing team boss Steve Dudman 
said: “The team at Team Dynamics 
Motorsport are consummate 
professionals in everything they do. 
They handle the fine line between us 
as a customer and being their competitor 
with complete balance, fairness and 
transparency and we look forward to 
reaping the rewards in 2019 for both 
teams in equal measure.”

The cars will also be fitted with the 
Neil Brown Engineering-developed 
two-litre turbocharged powerplant.

Factory-backed Toyota 
will now head to Spain

Photos: Jakob Ebrey, Dan Bathie

Renault UK Clio Cup graduate Sam 
Osborne will make his debut in the 
British Touring Car Championship 
this season after sealing a deal to drive 
for Excelr8 Motorsport in an MG6.

He will line up alongside Rob Smith 
in the team, which is also new to the 
category in 2019. Osborne, 26, has 
previously raced in the Mini Challenge.

“This deal to join the BTCC with 
Excelr8 is absolutely mega, and 
something that I’ve dreamt of  for a few 
years now,” said Rotherham-based 
Osborne. “During my racing career I’ve 
always looked for chances to move up 
the ladder, and the BTCC is the absolute 
pinnacle of  saloon car racing in the UK. 
It will be a privilege to be a part of  it.

“I think it will be a learning year all 
round for us. I know Excelr8 well from 
my time in the Mini Challenge, and 
I’ve raced against Rob Smith for a few 
years, too. However, the MG6 GTs will
 be a new challenge to both the team 
and us drivers. But we all work well 
together, so I expect us to be able to put 
together a solid debut season.”

Amigos-backed duo have switched teams ahead of the 2019 campaign

Ingram enjoys first test for new Speedworks machine at Oulton Park

Ingram says it was “amazing” to sample new car

RACING NEWS
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Robinson back to Optimum as he rejoins title-winning squad for GT4 attack
The2016BritishGT4championMike
RobinsonwillreturntoOptimum
MotorsportalongsideDanePatrik
MatthieseninanewAstonMartin
VantageGT4,aftersplittingwithlong-
timeco-driverGrahamJohnson.

Robinson,whowonthetitlewith
JohnsoninanOptimum-runGinetta
G55,hadmovedwithJohnsontoBalfe
MotorsportlastseasonasShaun
Goff’steamtookayearoutof GT4.But
hewillnowspearheadOptimum’s
expandedeffortalongside20-year-old

Matthiesen,whotookadebutBritish
GTwinlastyearwithHHCMotorsport.
SeriesrookiesJackButelandConnor
O’BrienwillshareitsotherGT4entry.

OptimumwillalsodefenditsGT3
crowninAstonMartin’snewGT3
Vantage,withitspreviously-announced
InternationalGTOpenpairingBradley
EllisandOllieWilkinsonrunningasa
Silver-Silverentry.

Ellis, the2007BritishGTchampionin
aTeamRPMViper(pictured)alongside
AlexMortimer,hasmentored22-year-

oldWilkinsonsincethestartof his
careerintheGinettaGT5Challengein
2017.DrivinganAudiR8GT3,thepair
claimedtwoPro-AmwinsinGTOpen
lastyearandmanagedabestfinishof
sixthinthefinalroundatBarcelona.

Meanwhile,thesecondAcademy
MotorsportAstonMartinwillbe
sharedbyAlexToth-Jones–whohad
beenannouncedbeforeChristmas
atTFSport–andteamregularWill
Moore,withteam-ownerMattNicoll-
Jonessteppingoutof thecockpit.

Photos: Jakob Ebrey

ByJamesNewbold

JRMwillmake its full-timereturn
tomotorsportcompetition inBritish
GTwithanewBentleyContinental
GT3drivenby2017serieschampions
SebMorrisandRickParfitt Jr.

Thelong-timeNismotechnical
partner,whichwonthe2011FIAGT1
WorldChampionshipwithaNissan
GTR,hadlastcompetedafullseason
inthe2013BlancpainEndurance
Cuppriortothedeathof technical
directorNigelStepneyin2014.

Havingfocusedongrowingits
advancedengineeringbusinessand

assistinginthedevelopmentof theMini
WorldRallycrossracer,JRMmanaging
directorJasonKinghasnowdecidedto
returntheoutfittoracinginBritishGT
forthefirstsinceaone-off outingin2017.

Thetechnicalsideof theoperation
willbeheadedbyformerRedBull,
CaterhamandSauberengineerElliot
Dason-Barber,andwillbenefit from
technicalsupportfromM-Sport,which
introducedthesecond-generation
Continentallastyear.

“It’sthefirstyearasacustomercar,
butIknowM-Sportdidalotof
developmentonitanditjustmade
senseforus,theBentleyseemedthe

overallbestpackage,”KingtoldMN.
“We’vegottheknow-howandIthinkit

willputusinagoodstead,we’vealsogot
RickandSebjoiningusasdriverswhich
isafantasticpairingandtheyshouldhelp
usmassivelywiththeBentleybecause
they’vegothistorywithitaswell.”

Parfitt,whohadannouncedhewould
betakingasabbaticalafterthe2018
season,andMorriswonfourtimes
togetherbetween2016and2017inthe
previousgenerationContinentalrunby
TeamParkerRacing.Morris,whowas
recentlyannouncedtodriveafactory
Bentleyatthisyear’sSpa24Hours, left
theBritishchampionshiptoraceinthe

BlancpainEnduranceCuplastseason,
butsaidtheoffertoreturnwasonehe
couldnotturndown.

“There’sbeenalotof hardworkfrom
everyonebehindthescenesatJRMto
get itgoing, theywanttokick-start
theirracingprogrammeagaininabig
way,”Morrissaid.“We’vegotafairly
goodtestingschedulesetout,even
thoughwe’regettingthecarquite late,
andwe’llbepushinglikehell tobeas
readyaswecanbeforthefirstrace.

“Our aim will be to go out and do
as well as we can, and when Rick and
I do as well as we can that means we’ll
win, so that’s the plan.”

Formula Ford champion Williams to race HHC McLaren
NationalFormulaFord1600champion
LukeWilliamswillswitchtosportscars
full-timethisyearwithHHCMotorsport
inBritishGT,partneringTomJacksonin
theteam’ssecondMcLaren570SGT4.

Williamsdippedatoeintothewater
withapartialBritcarcampaigninaBlack
MambaGinettaG55lastseason.Hetold
MotorsportNewsthathehadbeenlooking
forachangefromFormulaFord“forthe
lasttwoorthreeyears”, joiningHHCafter
comingclosetoaVLNdeal.

“Wedidn’thavethefundsorthe
opportunitiestomoveoutof single-seaters
and,becauseyouwanttokeepracing,
youjuststaydoingwhatyouknow,”
saidWilliams,whowontheNational
FF1600titlein2017.

WilliamsandJackson,whofinished
thirdinthe2015BRDCF4championship
andwonbothRoadtoLeManssupport
racesin2017inaTFSportAstonMartin

GT3,joinCallumPointonandDean
Macdonaldatthe2017GT4title-winning
squad.Williamsisconfidentof being
competitiveinthepeckingorder.

“We’regoingforthechampionship,
there’snopointinbeatingaroundthe
bush,”hesaid.“You’renotdoingBritish
GTif you’renotquick,sothatmakesit
exciting.Ratherthanworryingabouthow
quickotherdriversaregoingtobe,it’s
more[the]excitementof pitchingup
againstthebestandtryandbeatthebest.”

Meanwhile, fellowMcLarenpartner
squadTolmanMotorsporthasconfirmed
itstwoline-upsfromthepreviously
announcedquartetof DriverDevelopment
Programmedrivers.RenaultUKClioCup
runner-upJamesDorlinwillsharewith
FormulaFordFestivalwinnerJoshSmith,
whilesecond-yeardriverLewisProctor
willbejoinedbyMiniChallengeJCW
graduateJordanCollard.

JRM will make motorsport
comeback with new Bentley

RACING NEWS
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Williams will be partnered by Jackson in second HHC McLaren GT4 entry

Robinson(inset)will raceGT4Aston,whileEllis(above)willdriveGT3version

IN BRIEF
Ruben moves on
Ginetta Junior regular Ruben Del 
Sarte will progress to the GT5 
Challenge this year, remaining  
with the Total Control Racing 
squad. The Dutchman finished  
fifth in the standings in 2018 and 
narrowly missed out on the Winter 
Series crown. “The Ginetta GT5 
Challenge is the right choice for  
me after Juniors,” he said. “While 
it’s the same car, the bigger engine 
and slick tyres on a huge grid  
will be a real thrill. It will also  
give me the opportunity to take  
a closer look at the British GT 
Championship, which is where  
I want to progress to.”

Hawken continues
One-time British Touring Car 
Championship driver Richard Hawken 
will continue in the Porsche Carrera  
Cup GB this year. The former Infiniti 
BTCC driver finished fourth in the  
Am standings last year with the 
Slideports team – that powered Tio 
Ellinas to the overall crown. Hawken  
will remain with Slidesports in 2019.

Radical Rishover
Ex-LMP3 Cup driver Jason 
Rishover will make a full-time 
switch to the Radical Challenge 
this season after making a  
number of appearances over  
the last two years. The 51-year-old 
will drive for the 360 Racing  
squad that he also competed  
with in the LMP3 Cup. “The  
series offers fantastic racing  
at great value, particularly for 
gentleman drivers,” he said.  
“I’m really fond of the Challenge 
paddock, it’s like one big family.”

Howard in Europe
Two-time British GT champion  
Andrew Howard will run a parallel 
programme in the European Le Mans 
Series-supporting Michelin Le Mans 
Cup in his Beechdean AMR Aston 
Martin Vantage GT3. Howard, who  
won the ELMS in 2016, launched  
his 2019 livery at a special event  
at Prodrive on Friday. He will be 
partnered by Aston factory driver  
Ross Gunn, who won the 2015 British 
GT4 crown with Beechdean. Gunn has 
previously raced with Howard in British 
GT in 2016 and at Le Mans in 2017.

Single British GT Jag
Invictus Games Racing will 
downsize to a single-car entry for 
its second season in British GT, 
with returnee Matthew George 
again set to share the team’s 
Jaguar F-Type SVR GT4 with  
armed forces veterans Steve 
McCulley and Paul Vice. Run by 
David Appleby Engineering, the 
first year of the tie-up with the 
Invictus Games Foundation and 
Superdry co-founder James Holder 
yielded a best finish of ninth in  
the final round at Donington for 
McCulley and Jason Wolfe.

British GT champions reunite in fresh attack

MORRISANDPARFITTBACKIN
A BENTLEY AS JRM RETURNS 

Morris (l) and Parfitt won 2017 title



NovalakwilldoafullseasonofBRDCBritishF3withCarlin

Oldfield Motorsport signs American Jeansonne for Formula Ford
Leading Formula Ford 1600
outfit Oldfield Motorsport
will run former Team USA
Scholarship driver Aaron
Jeansonne this season.

Jeansonne competed in
the Formula Ford Festival
and Walter Hayes Trophy in
2017 – taking a best result of
13th in the former – with
Cliff Dempsey Racing
having been selected for
the Scholarship.

He competed part-time in

the US F2000 championship
last season before funding
problems curtailed his season.

But he will return to racing
in 2019 in the British Racing
and Sports Car Club’s National
FF1600 series, driving
Oldfield’s Van Diemen JL13
which was used by Josh Smith
to win the 2018 Festival.

“He loved the nature of racing
and the atmosphere [in the
UK], it’s more competitive and
much more affordable than in

America,” said team owner
James Oldfield.

“I’m fairly confident he
won’t need more than a day
to get on the pace.

“You can never say you’re
going to win the championship
but I would like to think we can
compete for the championship
this year with Aaron.”

Karter Scott Huntley will
also join Oldfield for his debut
season in car racing alongside
ex-F3 Cup driver Henry Chart.

Photos: Jakob Ebrey, Ollie Read, Red Bull

ByStephenLickorish

Two-timeWalterHayesTrophy
winnerMichaelMoyersplans to
move into theRadicalChallenge
thisyearandwill also raceanAustin
A30at theSilverstoneClassic.

Moyers,34,hasspentthemajorityof
thepastdecaderacingFormulaFord
machinerybutis lookingtomoveinto
othercategoriesthisseason.

Hehasenjoyedtwosuccessfultests ina
RadicalSR3andplanstocontestapart-
seasonintheRadicalChallenge,alongside
theSilverstoneClassicrace,andalso
competeintheend-of-yearFormula
FordFestivalandWalterHayesTrophy.

“It’snot likeI’mcallingtimeonFormula
Ford, it’s justhavingwontheWalterHayes

Trophyback-to-back,I just feel it’sanideal
timetoexpandouroptions,”saidMoyers.
“Itwasquitestrange–afterwinningthe
Hayesthefirst timewedidn’thavemuch
of areaction.Thesecondtimeitwasthe
opposite.Radicalwereonthephoneand
offeredmeatestdriveatDoningtonPark
attheendof lastyear.Thatwentreally
wellandtheyinvitedmeback.

“Igotdowntoa45.6satBrandsHatchlast
weekwhichwasgoodenoughforP2onthe
gridwhentheylastracedtheresothey
wereprettyimpressed.Idon’t thinkwewill
beabletodoafullcampaign,butIwilldoa
fewracesandlookatafullseasonin2020.

“Iabsolutelylovedit [theSR3]–
obviouslyit’sverydifferenttoa
FormulaFord, theRadicalhasgota
quitealotof aerobutIhavenodoubts

wecanbetowardsthesharpend.”
Moyersistargetingracesat

Silverstone,DoningtonParkandSpa.
“TheoneIreallywanttodoisSpa,”he

said.“I’veneverbeenbeforeandthat
wouldbetickingoneoff thebucket list.”

Aswellasseekingahat-trickof
Hayeswins,Moyersisalsolooking
tomoveintohistoricracing.The
AustinSilverstoneClassicwas
securedthroughhisconnectionto
theRSFabricationsfirmthatheused
toworkfor.

“Iwouldn’t turnadrivedownin
anything,”Moyersadded.“Itwillbe
greattobeattheClassicanditmight
openafewopportunitiesforotherthings.
Todriveahistoricsingle-seateratthe
Classic, thatwouldbeunbelievable.”

BRDC British F3 return for Novalak, Maldonado as Pauw joins

Ex-Red Bull Junior Verhagen
to compete in British F3

JHR Formula 4 drive for
FF1600 driver Williams

Ex-F1 driver impressed
by Bradshaw atWinfield

FormerRedBullJuniorNeilVerhagen
willcompeteintheBRDCBritish
Formula3Championshipwith
DoubleRthisseason.

TheAmerican(below)hasspentthe
lasttwoyearsracingintheFormula
RenaultEurocupwithMPMotorsport
andTech1Racing.

VerhagenwillnowjoinDoubleR,which
haswontwooutof thepastthreeBRDC
BritishF3championshipswithMatheus
LeistandLinus
Lundqvist.

“Thecar
[Tatuus-
Cosworth]isa
blasttodriveand
isprovenaswell,”
saidthe2016US
F1600champion.

“Aftertesting
withtheteam,and
seeingtheirdedicationandour
performance,Iamconfident
everythingwillbeinplaceforusto
haveaverysuccessfulseason.”

TheBritishF3seasonbeginson
April20-22atOultonPark.

DoubleRwillalsomoveinto
EuroformulaOpenthisseason,with
RedBullJuniorJackDoohanconfirmed
asitsfirstdriver.

Thesonof five-time500ccworld
motorbikechampionMickcontested
BritishF4lastseasonwithArden,
finishingfifthoverallwiththreewins,
andclaimedtheRookieCup.

NationalFormulaFord1600podium
finisherCarterWilliamswillswitch
toBritishF4thisyear,drivingforthe
JHRDevelopmentssquad.

The20-year-oldAmericanhadaslow
starttohisfirstseasonof racingoutside
of theUSlastyearbutclaimedapodium
inthefinalroundof theNationalseason
inaDonHardmanRacingRay.

“Iamcompletelyecstatictobe
competinginBritishF4thisseason
andwithsuchatopteamasJHR
Developments,”saidWilliams.“Itis
anhonourtobeabletocompeteinone
of themostprestigiousandcompetitive
FIAF4championshipsintheworld.

“Havingayearof NationalFF1600
undermybelthaspreparedmeto
comeintoBritishF4fightingfor
podiums,wins,andthechampionship.”

LeicesterteenagerCallumBradshaw
reachedthefinalfourof theVolant
WinfieldatPaulRicardattheendof last
month,earningravereviewsfrom
ex-Formula1driverJarnoTrulli.

The17-year-oldkarterhadonly
completedasingledayof F4testingahead
of thethree-dayeventorganisedbythe
WinfieldRacingSchool.Butheimpressed
ajudgingpanelfeaturing2004Monaco
GrandPrixwinnerTrulli, former
McLarensportingdirectorEricBoullier
andWinfieldfounderMikeKnight.

WhileBradshawmissedoutonthe
prizeof afullyfundedseatinFrenchF4
to16-year-oldFrenchmanJulesMettetal
afterflat-spottinghistyresearlyonin
thefinal,Trulliwasimpressed.

“Mostof themIhavewatchedracing
inkarting,andbeforeseeinganything
IknewIwouldexpectsomethinggood
fromBradshaw–theonlydownsidewas
hedidn’thaveexperienceinthecar,”said
Trulli,whosesonEnzocompetesinkarts.
“DespitethatIwasimpressed,because
hewasuptospeedandgettingstronger.

“Unfortunatelyhemadeamistakein
thefinalbyflat-spottinghistyresstraight
inthefirstrunsoyoucannotgiveaprize
tohim,buteveryonewasimpressed.”

ClementNovalakwillremain
inBRDCBritishFormula3
thisseasonforafullcampaign
withCarlin.

The18-year-oldBritononly
competedinfourroundsof
theserieslastyear, takinga
bestresultof fourthanda
polepositionintheopening
roundatOultonPark.

“Therearesomanyraces
thatI’mlookingforwardto

butmostlyI justwanttoget
backracingagain,”said
Novalak,whomainlyfocused
onracingintheFormula
RenaultEurocuplastyear.

“Testingwiththeteam
sofarhasbeengoingreally
well. I thinkwe’vemadegreat
progresstoosoIcan’twait to
getstartedonwhatshouldbe
agreatyearforus.”

AlsocontinuinginBritishF3

willbeManuelMaldonado–
cousinof one-timeFormula
1racewinnerPastor–who
willracewithFortec
Motorsportsforhisthird
seasonintheseries.

DouglasMotorsporthas
alsocompletedits line-up
withUlysseDePauw,who
finishedthirdinlastseason’s
FrenchF4championship,
joiningthesquad.

Moyers will race in
Radical Challenge
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JeansonnepreviouslyracedFF1600withCliffDempsey’steam
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Minis will crowd the Goodwood circuit at Members’ Meeting

Bramhillsdrama
Son-and-fathercrewPhilland
DavidBramhill finishedtheTourof
Cheshire in theirMiniCooperafter
working long intoFridaynight to
resolveafuelproblem.TheMini
playedupatscrutineeringand
they towedithometoworkon
theprobleminto thesmallhours,
withhelp fromvarioussources.
Itheld togetheronSaturdayand
theregularstagerallycameraman
chauffeuredhisdadto46thplace
outof76 finishers.

Rallyof theTests
Therouteof the2019Rallyof theTests
will take inacoffeehaltat theClassic
CarShowat theBirminghamNECon
Saturday,November9. It isplanned
thata fieldofup to100crewswill take
coffeeon theHEROstandat theshow
beforeheading toanovernighthalt at
Stoke-on-Trent.Sixty-fiveof the100
entriesarealready taken.

Doeonthego
Rallyscrutineerandoccasional
competitorGeoffDoecontested
Saturday’sTourofCheshire in
hisMiniCooper.Hebuilt thecar
forhis50thbirthday12yearsago
andhasdoneabouthalfof the
ToursofCheshiresincethen,
fitting themaroundscrutineering
jobs.OnSaturdayhewasrunning
ascar62as thedayafter therally
hecelebratedhis62ndbirthday.

Goodwoodstream
Therewill bechanges to theavailability
of live-streamingof the racesat the
77thGoodwoodMembers’Meeting.
Highlightclipsandaselectionof live
raceswill still bepubliclyavailable to
viewonlineandon ITV4.However,
onlymembersof theGoodwood
RoadRacingClubcanwatch the full,
uninterrupted live-streamacross two
days.Fellowshipmembershipof the
GRRCis£39peryear.

LambertgoesDutch
GinettaG4racerBrianLambert
willdefendhisNetherlands
HistoricTouringandGTCars
title thisseason.Lambertand
hiswifeBarbarawillalsoshare
theirMGBintheGTandSports
CarCup,whileBarbarawill race
theMGBintheDutchseries.

HRCRplansahead
Roundtwoof theMN-backedHRCR
ClubmansChampionshipwill be the
NorthYorkshireClassiconMarch
23/24andentriesarestill available.
TheYorkMotorClubhistoric rally
startsonSaturdayafternoonand
finishesat lunchtimeonSunday,
covering120milesof regularity
sectionsand13special tests.

ReturntoTour
RogerPowleyandBrianGoff
contestedSaturday’sTourof
Cheshire, theopeningroundof
the2019ClubmansHistoricRally
Championship,32yearsafter
theycompetedonthefinal round
of theformerMN-backedroad
rallychampionship.They tackled
the1987JJBrownRallyandwere
back,nowinaPorsche911.

HISTORICS

Frazer Nash to headline at Castle Combe
AracededicatedtotheBritish
FrazerNashsportscarsof the
1920sand1930swillheadline
theeighthCastleCombe
AutumnClassiconOctober5.

Theracewillcelebratestrong
linksbetweenFrazerNash
andtheWiltshiretrack.Archie
Frazer-Nashbuilthisfirstcarsin
1922andcontrolof AFNLtdlater
passedtoHaroldJohnAldington.

In1963,throughafriendship
betweenAldingtonandland
ownerKittyMaurice,AFNtook
aleaseonCastleCombe,which
ranfornearlyadecadeuntil
HowardStrawfordtookover.

Other new races for 2019
are a celebration of 50 years of
Formula Ford at the Wiltshire
track and an all-Alfa Romeo
race from the HRDC.

Minis to get heats and a final at Goodwood
Arecord-breakingentryof 60
Pre-’66Miniswilldeliverthe
bigthrillsatthe77thGoodwood
Members’Meeting.

TheBettyRichmondTrophy
willnowfeaturetwoheatsand
afinalaftertheorganiserswere
overwhelmedbydemandfrom
competitorsforthecelebration
of theMini’s60thanniversary.

Twogridsof 30carswilleach
havequalifyingandaraceon
Saturday(April6)withthetop

15finishersfromeachheat
goingintoSunday’sfinal.

Goodwood’sMattHearn
said:“InterestintheBetty
RichmondTrophyhasbeen
incredible,withwellover
100greatcarsanddrivers
tochoosefrom.

“Wewerepoisedtoturndown
alotof fantasticcars,butwehave
managedtofit intwoqualifying
sessionsandtwoheatsintothe
scheduleonSaturday.”

ByPaulLawrence

The lifeofTomPrycewillbe
celebratedat theAnglesey
circuit inNorthWales in
mid-Julywhenthecircuit’s
firstdedicatedhistoric
racemeeting isnamedin
memoryof the famous
WelshFormula1racer.

TheHistoricSportsCar
Club’sTomPryceMemorial
RaceMeetingwillhonourthe

memoryof ahugelypopular
driverwhohadameteoric
risetofameandaflourishing
F1careerbeforelosinghislife
inanaccidentduringthe1977
SouthAfricanGrandPrix.

InJuly,thefirstmajorhistoric
racemeetingtobeheldin
WaleswillhonourPrycewith
aprogrammethatincludesthe
inauguralstandaloneracesfor
FormulaAtlanticasaperiod
category.Prycewasastarof

FormulaAtlanticduringhis
risetostardomandthepairof
FormulaAtlanticraceswillbe
runfortheTomPryceTrophy.

Theplansfortheeventhave
theblessingof Tom’swidow,
Nella.“Itcertainlyisagreat
ideatorememberThomasat
thisracemeetingandI’mall
infavourof it,”shesaid.

Aswellashonouringthe
memoryof thisunassuming
youngracer,theweekendwill

supportthefundestablished
toprovideapermanent
memorialtoTominhis
hometownof Denbigh.

AndyDee-Crowneof the
HSCCsaid:“Wearedelighted
tobetakingafullweekendof
HSCCracingtoAngleseyfor
thefirsttime.It iswholly
appropriatetohonourthelife
of TomPryce,aquietherofrom
NorthWaleswhowasdestined
fortheverytopof thesport.”

HSCC dedicates its first Welsh contest to fallen F1 star

PRYCE REMEMBERED
AT ANGLESEY MEET

DOWNTHE
PUB
WITH
MARTIN
PHAFF
Age: 69Lives:Sheffield
Road rally coordinator

IN BRIEF

‘Geoff Doe
tackled the Tour’
Mini man’s present, below
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He started in the 1960s
“I started road rallying in 1966 and 
finished in about 1975. I mainly did 
Motoring News and East Midland 
events. I navigated for Graham 
Beardmore in the ex-Dealer Team 
Vauxhall Firenza. I was always a 
navigator: I was very disappointed 
at the speed of my driving!”

He ran Ginetta
“Then I went into business and 
eventually ended up buying Ginetta 
in 1989. It was a bold thing to do 
and I wanted to make it a sort of 
mini-TVR but fell on my face quite 
markedly. I ended up running it as 
a company making race cars with 
a race series and that’s when it 
started being successful for me. 
I ran it for 17 years and then I did 
three more years beyond that. 
There were some hard times but 
I thoroughly enjoyed it.”

He came back to rallying
“I didn’t really want to retire so 
I did three years of single-seaters 
with the Formula BMW cars as 
Intersteps. Then when Jonathan 
Palmer set up Formula 4, it was 
time to move on. I retired and so I 
came back to rallying. I did the 
Welsh International in the 1970s 
but I was always a clubman 
competitor. I still do an occasional 
night road rally. I’ll do one this year, 
at least, to mark being 70.”

He has a Lancia Fulvia
“The daylight historic events are 
easier and a bit more civilised. I 
bought my Lancia Fulvia about 
two years ago as 17 boxes and a 
bodyshell. It’s a good, strong little 
car. Fred Gallagher drove it on 
Saturday and we’ve got some other 
guest drivers in mind for this year.”

He’s running the 
championship
“I’m now secretary of the HRCR 
Clubmans Championship. Ian 
Doble had been doing it for three
 or four years and he wanted to go 
back competing again and no-one 
wanted to do it. So I said I would, 
but still wanted to compete as well. 
It is possible to do both. This is 
the 25th anniversary year of the 
championship, so it is a good year.”

The series is in good 
shape
“We’ve got a great calendar for 
this year and the 2020 calendar
 is already being worked on. 
We’re looking at one or two 
different events and it is 
looking very good.” 

Photos: Ben Lawrence, Paul Lawrence

Pryce’s Shadow has 
run at Anglesey

Coordinator: Martin Phaff

Frazer Nash cars will return to their ‘home’ track in Wiltshire

Powley rolled back the years

British Targa Florio competitor and Austin Healey man Worswick passes away 
Former sportscar racer Ted 
‘Edward’ Worswick died late 
in February aged 79 after 
suffering a heart attack.

The Lancastrian started 
racing in the 1960s with an 

early Lotus 7 but was better 
known for racing Austin 
Healeys and later a Modified 
Sports TVR Tuscan. 

He even took one of  his 
big Healeys into rallying 

on the RAC and Welsh Rallies.
In 1966, he drove his Healey 

across Europe to contest 
the Targa Florio and in 
1967, driving ‘ARX 91B’ with 
Richard Bond, he finished 

ninth overall on the demanding 
Sicilian road race.

Into the 1970s he raced the 
monster 5.4-litre Tuscan to 
Mod Sports success but retired 
from racing in the mid-1970s.

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110 motorsport-news.co.uk  MARCH 6 2019  11

Pryce was a huge F1 talent



Tanak will be cleaning
the road in Mexico

Tanak thinks that theToyota can perform at altitude
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TANAK DOESN’T FEAR
MEXICAN CHALLENGE

By David Evans

World Rally Championship 
leader Ott Tanak will try to 
emulate former team-mate 
Sebastien Ogier by winning 
this week’s Rally Mexico 
from the front.

Running first on the road in 
North America is the flip side 
of  the Estonian’s comprehensive 
win at last month’s winter WRC 
counter in Sweden. 

While Tanak accepts back-to-
back success will be hard work, 
he is quick to point out that 
leading the field to a Mexican 
victory is not impossible.

Rival Ogier ran first on the road 
on the opening day in 2013 and 
2015 and still won. 

Tanak told MN: “I believe it’s 
possible to win every rally, but 
everything needs to be in your 
favour. Being first [on the road 
on Friday] is definitely not the 
easiest position to win. The 
main aim is to score points, but 
if  there is an opportunity then 
I intend to use it.”

The Toyota driver is short on 
experience of  leading the field, 
but he did spend Sunday at the 
front in 2015.

“That was when I visited 
the lake,” he said. “They were 
different conditions. This is the 
first time I’ve done it in the middle 
of  real competition. It’s a different 
game now. I was second or third 
on the road last year and I was still 
able to make competitive times. 
If  I could do something like that 
again then I would be happy. The 
reality is that we’re in a bit worse 
of  a situation than some guys 
behind, but that’s the way it is.”

The Toyota team sourced some 
of  Spain’s most gravel-strewn 
roads in an effort to help Tanak’s 
preparations for this week. 

“The test went well,” he said. 
“We had two days with warm 
weather and sunshine and we 
used lots of  roads so I could get 
as many kilometres as possible 
in the loose. I’m happy and I’m 
confident that I have done 
everything I can.

“Strategy-wise, we have to think 

how we can be stronger on Friday 
and still have a good chance 
after the first day. We try to do 
everything and the engineers 
have done everything they can 
to give me the best opportunity.”

Toyota has struggled in the 
high altitude and extreme 
temperatures in Mexico for 
the last two years, but Tanak 
is confident the team has the 
Yaris WRC sorted for the first 
hot rally of  this season.

“I believe everything will 
be good,” said Tanak. “I’m 
confident – we saw the first good 
step [with the car] was coming 
before Turkey. Everything was 
going quite well on that rally, 
where the average speed was 
quite low and the temperature 
was very high – we had a good 
package there. 

“Since Turkey, we have done 
another step. OK, the altitude 
makes things a bit worse than 
in Turkey, but if  the engineers 
are confident then we 
shouldn’t worry.”

Tanak pointed out that the loss 

of  power at higher altitude 
could help with running first 
on the road.

“There’s less power so you get 
less wheelspin,” he said. “The 
main thing for me is to take good 
confidence from the car. If  I have 
a good feeling with the car then 
everything is a little bit easier. 
It means you can push harder 
and be more confident with the 
braking and things like that. 
In terms of  the set-up, we will 
generally run a softer car to 
help us find the traction and 
maximum grip, but this will also 
make the car more consistent to 
help the confidence again.”

First on the road in the loose 
will allow Tanak to take a softer 
Michelin tyre than his rivals, 
with his Toyota making less 
contact with the abrasive 
bedrock which sits beneath 
the loose gravel. 

The weather for the week 
ahead in Leon and Guanajuato 
is similar to last season, with a 
forecast of  solid sunshine and 
temperatures in the low 30ºCs.

Photos: mcklein-imagedatabase.com

Estonian not feeling the heat despite leading the points
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STANDINGS
WRC 
After 2/14 rounds

POS DRIVER CAR  PTS
1 Ott Tanak Toyota 47
2 Thierry Neuville Hyundai 40
3 Sebastien Ogier Citroen 31
4 Kris Meeke Toyota 21
5 Esapekka Lappi Citroen 19
6 Sebastien Loeb Hyundai 18



Evans wants 
a big result

M-Sport’sElfynEvansislooking
tobuildonhisstrongRally
Sweden showing and deliver 
what he feels is an overdue win 
in  Mexico this week.

The Welshman emerged from 
round two in fifth place, having 
run as high as third, and ruing 
a spin on the first stage proper 
which he felt cost him the chance 
of  a second career WRC win.

“I left Sweden so frustrated,” 
Evans told Motorsport News. 
“But, at the same time, I was 
positive. Compare last month’s 
Rally Sweden with last year and 
[2018] was a complete write-off. 
But this time we went and we 

wereableto win stages and run 
consistently in the top three or 
four in terms of stage times. If  
you forget the mistake on Friday 
then we would immediately have 
been looking at second place. I 
take a lot of  confidence from that 
event into this week and I want
to carry on where we left off.”

Evans was quick to praise the 
efforts of  M-Sport, Ford and 
his team-mate Teemu Suninen.

“We really found something 
with the car before Sweden,” 
he said. “I’m not going to tell 
you exactly what it was, but it 
was across the board in terms 
of set-up: springs, dampers, 

the whole lot. It was a radical 
change and it worked on a rally 
where we weren’t competitive 
at all last year. This sets us up 
nicely for Mexico.”

Evans and Suninen tested in 
Spain last month, where they 
achieved something close to the 
2000-metre-plus altitude they 
will find in Leon this week, but 
nothing like the temperatures. 

“What we’ve done with the car 
has come through a combined 
effort from myself, Teemu and 
a lot of  the guys at M-Sport and 
Ford,” Evans said. “We can be 
very happy with the progress 
we’ve made – and we’ve made a 

lot in a short space of  time – 
and we’ve shown that, when 
we’re comfortable behind 
the wheel, then we can be 
the complete package.”

Evans starts Rally Mexico 
sixth on the road – another 
reason for him to be cheerful.

“That’s the perfect place,” 
he said. “We have to capitalise 
on this and really go there 
looking for the win.” 

Evans showed strong pace 
in Mexico last year, running 
third going into the Ortega stage 
where a sixth-gear crash left his 
co-driver Dan Barritt concussed 
and unable to continue. 

KrisMeekewillmake
his gravel debut in 
Toyota’s Yaris WRC in 
Mexico this week.

The Northern Irishman 
has taken podium 
finishes from his last two 
visits to Leon, famously 
winning the 2017 event 
despite visiting a car 
park after running wide 
on the Derramadero 
power stage test.

Meeke had driven the 
Toyota on the loose prior 

toatwo-daytestinSpain
late last month, but only 
on the fast roads around 
the team’s Puuppola base. 

“It was really useful 
driving the car on gravel 
for the first time outside 
of  Finland,” said Meeke. 
“I came away feeling 
comfortable. Mexico is 
a place I’ve gone well in 
the last few years. I was
 in the fight for the victory 
last year. Now, with a 
different car, I hope to be 

competingatthesharp
end again. 

“I said I wanted to get 
through the first two 
rallies with points on the 
board: Monte Carlo and 
Sweden were events 
with very complicated 
conditions where it 
would have been easy 
to make a mistake. I’ve 
done that and now 
Mexico is usually a lot 
more consistent and I’m 
looking forward to it.”

Four-time Rally Mexico
winner Sebastien Ogier is
looking forward to realising
the full potential of Citroen’s
C3 WRC in Leon this week.

The Frenchman left
round two disappointed after
sliding into a snowbank and
retiring from the first day of
driving in Sweden. A two-day
test in Spain ahead of this
week’s Mexican outing has
given him confidence on an
event where he’s always been
strong. Running third on the
road – behind Ott Tanak and
Thierry Neuville – on day
one will come as a further
boost to last year’s winner.

“We had two good days
of pre-event testing, on
roads that were fairly
representative of the kind
of stages we’ll have to tackle
this weekend,” said Ogier.

“We were lucky with the
weather during the tests,
which was very warm,
although obviously not
quite as hot as in Mexico.

“After a tough Rally
Sweden, where we weren’t
able to express ourselves,
I can’t wait to get started
and realise our full otential
The s
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loop, w
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mean
only r
horse
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also
cause

issues with cooling.”
Ogier’s team-mate

Esapekka Lappi starred for
Citroen in Sweden, bringing 
his C3 WRC home in second. 
With only one Rally Mexico
outing previously, Lappi
accepts round three will be
more tricky.

“I feel increasingly at

‘Guy Smith victorious
at Donington Park’
Le Mans winner on top, p26
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Meeke relishing returning to the scene of victory

Toyota protege takes 
first win in WRC Yaris

Ogier wants to add to his victory tally as Lappi improves

Toyota Gazoo Racing’s Japanese 
driver Takamoto Katsuta enjoyed a 
debut win in a Yaris WRC on Saturday.

Fastest on four of  six stages on the 
Itaralli – the final winter event of  the 
Finnish Rally Championship – the 
25-year-old edged Emil Lindholm’s 
Volkswagen Polo GTI R5 by 0.8 seconds. 

“I had an amazing experience and 
enjoyed driving the Yaris WRC,” said 
Katsuta, co-driven by Daniel Barritt. 
“But at the same time, it was very 
challenging: the car is so fast, I only 
had one day of  testing, and I was the 
first car on the road – sometimes it 
was like a snowstorm! From my side, 
I learned a lot about how to adapt my 
driving style to the car, but of  course 
I still have a lot to learn.”

The Yaris WRC ran on Pirelli’s 
Sottozero tyre for the first time on 
the Joensuu-based event. AGREE/DISAGREE?

letters@motorsport-news.co.uk

GROUP RALLYING EDITOR

DAVID
EVANS
“I must’ve bee
insane to shu
Chevette HSR

N
o Mexico. That’s next week. 
And no Sweden – with or 
without snow – that was 
last month. Today, we’re 
talking Vauxhall Chevettes. 
Specifically, one. The HSR. 

And specifically one HSR: the one Jimmy 
McRae drove in the 1980 British Rally 
Championship, which became the one 
Bill Gwynne used in the 1981 Motoring 
News Road Rally Championship.

Let’s just stop right there. And rewind. And go 
through that sentence one more time… The car 
that formed part of Jimmy McRae’s 1980 British 
campaign which ended with him third in the standings 
was then fired down the lanes by one of Britain’s 
most accomplished drivers of his generation. 

Except Bill Gwynne did it with a pullover and a set 
of cans rather than a racesuit and crash helmet. But 
both did it without the aid of doorbars. Seriously… 
the only thing between a potential point of impact 
and the driver (or co-driver’s) legs was a particularly 
flimsy door. 

I don’t know why this surprised me so much. I’ve 
peered into no end of Minis or Saabs and clocked 
the period laissez faire attitude to side impact. But 
moving into the 1980s, I don’t know, I just thought 
the sport had moved on a little bit. How naive.

I’ve got to admit, I was never a huge fan of the 
Chevette. My earliest memories are of two cars: Ford’s 
Escort and Lancia’s Stratos. Britain’s version of the 
Stratos, a bellowing V8 shoving a TR7 and Tony Pond 
down might have made it onto the back page of my 
maths book, but the Chevette just didn’t do it for me. 

What was wrong with me?
Watching FER687W appear out of the back of 

a BGMsport trailer forced me to question some of 
my early life choices. And, by the time the 48 valves 
were singing their song, I’d certified myself as insane. 

In my defence, a school friend’s grandfather had 
the four-door, booted version. The only way this 
car was in any way entertaining was when the boot 
hinges were unable to support the boot’s weight 
and it came down – quite slowly – on his head. 

From its recessed headlights backwards, that 
car was 1256 cubic centimetres of mediocrity. 
And it was brown. 

It was never the same as an Opel Kadett. At least 
a Kadett sounded cool. 

Those were the prejudices I took to the door of 
this ex-McRae/Gwynne motor. And, in fairness, 
I’m not wrong about my mate’s grandfather’s car, 
that was rubbish. But this Dealer Team Vauxhall 
example was epic. And sideways. 

Running in its 1981 MN livery, Ian Gwynne’s firm 
has done his father’s memory proud. Every wire, 
every switch and every detail is exactly as it was 38 
years ago when Bill was at the height of his power.

BGMsport’s ability to recreate the magic of a 
bygone era is second to none in our sport and, here 
at MN, we’re hoping to work with Ian and bring you 
some more stories of days past. 

While we’re at it, we can probably work on ridding 
me of further ridiculous rally car preconceptions, 
mostly formed while watching Grange Hill or trying 
to fathom exactly how Pythagoras’ theorem 
might enhance my world.  

Northern Irishman was a winner back in ’17

EVANSAIMSTO
BOUNCE BACK 
IN MEXICO

Development has pleased the Welshman



Canadian stages
would bring snow

The European Rally champion will attempt to defend his title

The Finn impressed on Rally Sweden in Skoda Fabia R5
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CANADA ENTERS TALKS
FOR WINTER WRC ROUND

ByDavidEvans

Canadianofficials
haveconfirmedthey
areworkingto try to
fast-tracktheirproposed
winter roundof theWorld
RallyChampionship.

TheRallyPromoter
Associationof Canadarevealed
afive-yearplantobringthe
WRCback–forthefirsttime
since1979–in2023.Keith
Morison,oneof fiveRPAC
directors,hasconfirmedtoMN
thatthereispotentialtobring
theprocessforwardbyayear.

Morisonsaid:“Wehada
meetingwithWRCPromoter
atlastyear’sRallyGBandthere
wasatapontheshouldertosay
wemightconsiderbringingour
plansforward.

“We’relookingatthat.There’s
afeelingafive-yearplancould
fade,butwewon’tberushed.
We’reworkingonthefunding
rightnowandit’sgoingtotake
time–runningaWRCround
is10timesthecostof
organisingtheCanadianRally
Championship.What’svital
isthatwedothisthingright.”

Morisonrevealedfurther

detailsof theRPACplan,which
centresonaneventbasedoutof
Ottawaandincludestwodaysof
competitioninQuebecandone
dayinOntario–withaservice
parkbasedinOntario.

“Wehavesomeworld-class
roadshere,”saidMorison.“Yes,
wecouldgototheCanadian
Rockies,buttheyare3000
kilometres[1800miles]from
thenearestseaporttobringthe
carsin.Ottawaisnotonlyour
capitalcity, it’s200kilometres
[124miles]fromtheport.”

Aproposedeventwill
runsometimefromlate

FebruaryintoearlyMarch.
“Wehaveathree-week

windowfortheweather
wheresnowisprettymuch
guaranteed,”saidMorison.

Theeventwill includesome
of theroadsusedonRallye
Perce-Neige,theopeninground
of theCanadianserieswhich
runsatthestartof February.

Morisonwouldn’tbedrawn
intopredictingconditions,
saying:“There’sanissuewith
theworldgettingwarmer
andif youwantsomebody
toguaranteeyouperfect
conditions–I’mnotthat

kindof guy.We’vehadsome
yearswhenit’sbeenwarmer
thanothers,butrightnowI’m
lookingoutonmydeckwith
30cmof snowandwe’veseen
five-footsnowbanks[thisyear].”

FIArallydirectorYvesMatton
toldMNlastmonthhewould
beinterestedinseeingasecond
snowrallycomeontothe
calendarinthefuture.The
series’existingwinterevent–
RallySweden–sufferedwarmer
thanexpectedconditionslast
month,renewingcallsforthe
eventtobemovednorthor
outof Europecompletely.

Photos: Jason Nugent/CRCrally.com, mcklein-imagedatabase.com, ERC.com

Organisers have had initial discussions over new event
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Munnings joins 
Peugeot Academy
Red Bull-backed driver 
Catie Munnings has 
joined the Peugeot Rally 
Academy for 2019, and 
has enlisted a new World 
Rally Championship 
level co-driver in 
Veronica Engan.

Munnings will contest 
the European Rally 
Championship in the 
ERC3 class, in a Sainteloc 
Racing-run Peugeot 208 R2. 

She finished eighth in 
the ERC Junior Under 27 
class last year.

“They’ve had the rally 
academy for years which 
has helped launch the 
careers of people like Craig 
Breen,” Munnings said. 
“Peugeot has massive 
experience in the ERC so 
it’s really cool to have their 
support again this year. I’m 
really proud to be part of it.”

When asked if the 
extra support of Peugeot 
would help her take a 
step forward this year, 
Munnings added: “That’s 
what it’s all about, isn’t it? 
Especially when you’re 
gaining experience and 
trying to climb the ladder.

“The team has brilliant 
engineers and personnel 
and I’m sure I’ll learn 
a lot and take a step 
forward thanks to them.”

Engan joins Munnings 
after spending last year 
alongside Oliver Solberg, 
son of 2003 WRC champion 
Petter. Engan co-drove 
Solberg Sr during his 
WRC comeback in Spain 
last year.

“I had a message from 
Veronica just around 
the time I wanted to start 
looking for a co-driver 
this year,” Munnings 
added. “Veronica has 
so much experience.

“We have the same level 
of motivation and the same 
kind of vision. I’ve always 
had female co-drivers, it’s 
great to have as many girls 
involved as we can. We have 
female mechanics and team 
members which is great.”

Lukyanuk switches to 
Citroen C3 R5 for ’19
European Rally champion 
Alexey Lukyanuk has switched 
to a Citroen C3 R5 ahead of  his 
title defence which begins in the 
Azores on March 21-23.

Lukyankuk won three rounds – 
including the Portuguese island 
opener – last season and is looking 
to become just the fourth driver in 
the series’ history to successfully 
defend his title.

The Russian, who drives for 
the Sainteloc Racing, said: “It’s 
a huge challenge for us with a 
new team and new car. It will be 
tough but everybody is focused 
to work hard and try to achieve 
the maximum. It’s a bit of  a step 
into the unknown, but we have 
good experience of  the rallies 
and we have a good team.”

Lukyanuk worked to contain 

his exuberant driving style last 
season and will try to continue 
that approach.

He said: “I am hungry for wins, 
but I also need to be focused on 
scoring points and being more 

consistent. We did a very good
 job last year, but still there were 
some unexpected things so we 
have to combine our speed with 
our reliability. It’s not easy but 
we will work hard.”

Huttunen targets 
works drive again
Rising Finnish star Jari 
Huttunen’s Rally Sweden drive 
has landed him firmly back in 
the running for a factory seat.

His Skoda Fabia R5 efforts were 
one of  the talking points of  last 
month’s Torsby-based event. 
The 25-year-old went off  the road 
while fighting for the lead with 
WRC 2 winner Ole Christian 
Veiby’s Volkswagen Polo GTI R5.

Prior to that penultimate stage 
shunt, Huttunen had set fastest 
time in WRC 2 on nine of  the 
17 stages he completed and was 
only out of  the top three times 
when he dropped 40 seconds 
with a puncture on the opening 
day’s Rojden test.

Disappointed at missing out 
on the class win, Huttunen said 
he was pleased with the response 
to his efforts. 

“The phone has started to ring 

again,” he said. “I am talking 
with people and with teams 
about possibilities with 
works teams.”

Huttunen, who shot to fame 
with a WRC 2 debut class 
win on the 2017 Rally Finland, 
drove for Hyundai Motorsport 
last season, but the Korean 
firm’s decision to focus its 
efforts on the main WRC 
programme has cost him. 

He is still completing some 
shakedown and testing duties 
with Hyundai, but he’s keen to 

return to a works programme.
He added: “I am taking a lot 

of  positive experience from 
Hyundai, but I want to be back 
in the seat and competing now. 
Sweden showed some of my 
potential speed, but I know 
there is more to come. It was 
difficult competing in that rally 
when I knew all the time that 
this was just a one-off  entry.

“To do the times we did under 
that pressure, I was happy. It’s 
good to see this was recognised 
by the other teams.”



Evans was 
supported

Rally Team UK chief  Paul Curson 
has spoken out in defence of  his 
programme, following criticism for a 
lack of  progress in the scheme and an 
absence of  more drivers.

Curson told Motorsport News of his 
frustrations since his plans were revealed 
on these pages in January. Since MN broke 
the story, Curson says he has been working 
to get cars ordered and the programme in 
place – but car availability and funding 
issues have slowed progress.

“It’s been an uphill struggle to get 
cars sorted,” said Curson. 

“We joined the back of  an already 
long queue and it’s been difficult to get 
anything concrete in place. 

“If  we’re honest, I think the January 
announcement at the Autosport 
International Show came too soon for us. 
I said at the time that it would be better to 
start low-key and wait until the end of  
April or May when I have a significant 
sourceof incomecomingin.”

RTUK’s plans did get off theground
at the Cambrian Rally, whenCurson
helped back Meirion Evans’ Hyundai 
i20 R5 and James Williams in a Ford 
Fiesta R2.

“Meirion was in his own car, but he and 
James were supported by Rally Team UK 
on the Cambrian,” said Curson. “We paid 
for the running of  the cars on the event.”

Asked about the remainder of  the drivers, 
he added: “We gave them a contract, which 
none of  them liked because it was asking 
them to repay their costs if  they got some 
income from motorsport in the future. 

“Now, because they didn’t like those 
contracts, a few of them said they would 
revisit this when we’ve got certainty 
of  cars and we’ve said that’s absolutely 
fair enough. We haven’t fallen out with 
anybody and we’re looking forward 
to working with those drivers in 
the future.”

Curson said talk of  multi-million-pound 
budgetswasexaggerated.

“There’sbeenalotof criticismfrom
peoplewhodon’treallyknowwhatwe’re
doing or what we’re trying to achieve,” 
said Curson. 

“To be honest, I feel like we’ve been 
kicked in the teeth for the last six weeks 
and I’ve questioned why we’re actually 
bothering to do what we’re doing. We saw 
an opportunity to do some good in rallying 
and that’s what we’re trying to do.

“This is not a get rich scheme by any 
means. I’m not scamming anybody – I am 
actually trying to put something into the 
sport that’s needed. What we’re doing is 
spending our money on drivers who we 
think are worthwhile and genuinely 
deserve the support.

“One of  the accusations we’ve had levelled 
at us is that all we do is help the rich guys get 
to drive some cars. Actually that’s the 
complete antithesis of  what we’re doing. 
We’re actually helping young guys who can’t 
afford to do the programmes they should 
bedoingtogettheircareersupthere.”

Reigning Motorsport UK
Asphalt Rally champion 
Jason Pritchard headlines 
the entry for the 2019 season 
opener on the Tour of Epynt.

Pritchard will drive the 
Ford Focus WRC that he 
used for the majority of last 
season, although he is not 
expected to defend his title 
this year. Epynt regular 
Damian Cole is second on the 
road and has switched from 
a 2016-specification Ford 
Fiesta RS WRC to a Focus 
WRC05 for his title bid. 

Hugh Hunter is in a similar 
car and could contest the 
season, although he is also 
planning events in Ireland, 
and starts behind Subaru 
Impreza WRC driver Bob 
Fowden who ticks over into 

his fourth decade of rallying.
Sebastian Ling has 

regularly competed in
France, but he enters this
event in his Citroen DS 3 R5
to round out the top five
starters. He is the highest
seeded R5 – of which there
are six – on the entry list. The
championship will continue
to live-stream events.

The Manx National 
organisers will be visiting
the Tour of Epynt on 
March 9 and can be found 
in the scrutineering and 
documentation areas. 
Advice about the event 
including route, heavily 
discounted travel and 
accommodation packages 
for both volunteers and 
competitors, is available.

Closed-roadmotorsporttook
another step forward in Scotland 
last week when draft regulations 
were set in front of  Parliament 
in Holyrood.

The regulations will be available 
for discussion for the next 40 days, 

afterwhichScotlandwill follow
England and Wales in devolving 
power to suspend the Road 
Traffic Act from government 
to a local council level.

This Act of  Parliament came into 
effect in England in April 2017 and 

wassubsequentlyinplacein
Wales in February 2018, allowing 
the organisers of  Rally GB to 
close roads for World Rally 
Championship action for 
the first time ever in the UK.

It  is hoped Scottish Parliament 

willbeinapositiontoconfirm
the same legislation is in place 
by the end of  next month.

Both the Mull Rally and Jim 
Clark Rally organisers are hoping 
to utilise that process to run 
on closed roads this year.

‘Who’s on top 
going to Australia?’
F1 testing round-up, p24
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Drivers gear up for Tour of Epynt rally

Young rally talent needs a helping hand so let Team UK work towards it

Scotland moves another step closer to closed-road motorsport with draft regulations

AGREE/DISAGREE?
letters@motorsport-news.co.uk

HISTORICS EDITOR

PAUL
LAWRENCE
“Rally North 
Wales has got
it spot on”

W
hen loading the
car for a day’s
spectating on the
Cambrian Rally,
I realised it was
four long months 

since I’d last been to a gravel rally. It 
was a stark reminder of how thin our 
gravel rallying calendar has become.

As the first event of both the BRC and 
BTRDA seasons, the quality at the head of 
the main Cambrian field was outstanding. 
The event organisers are to be commended 
for the Llandudno town centre servicing for 
the BRC field, which must have taken a 
huge amount of work to make happen. We 
preferred to head for the forest, however, 
and had a splendid day.

But, and there was always going to be a 
but, I’m not convinced everything in the 
garden is rosy just now. Take the BRC field 
out of the equation, for this was the only 
time they’ll share the pitch with the BTRDA 
pack this season, and there were under 
100 starters. That’s seven down on 2018 
and eight down on the snow-bound 2017 
rally: rather disappointing numbers.

Were there unusual factors? Did some 
clubmen stay away rather than run behind 
the big field of R5 cars? The Elsi stage has 
a poor reputation and seems to have lived 
up to expectations. Did some crews stay 
away in case it snowed again? All of these 
questions and more will be occupying the 
minds of event and championship 
organisers right now.

Meanwhile, from a historic rallying 
outlook, I’ve found myself watching with 
interest as entries build for Rally North 
Wales. It was half full in a week and full at a 
120 maximum in three weeks. There was 
a time, not too long ago, when a Welsh 
BTRDA event would have blown RNW out 
of the water in terms of demand for entries. 
But times are a-changing and the old order 
is being shaken up as competitors vote 
with their feet. Including a 60-strong 
historic field, RNW has over 100 two-
wheel-drive cars on the list.

Without wishing to over-simplify this, I 
reckon it is a lot to do with who runs where 
in the field. The Cambrian, in what seems 
to be a mood setter for BTRDA events, 
ran 1400s, Rally First and only selected 
historics in the first group. Everyone else 
was behind the 4x4s. Rally North Wales is 
running all 2WD cars first, in reverse order. 
Will any BTRDA event organisers follow 
the RNW format, as the very popular 2018 
BTRDA-counting Woodpecker Stages 
did? Only time will tell.

My view is that RNW has got it spot on 
and is reaping the benefits. The thing that 
really struck me about the Cambrian was 
the lack of depth of 2WD quality. There 
were lots of Fiestas, sure, but where were 
the rear-wheel drives that usually deliver 
some of the best action? Some of them 
are heading for Rally North Wales instead, 
it seems. 

CURSON DEFENDS
RALLY TEAM UK

SEEDED ENTRY LIST
Tour of Epynt, Motorsport UK Asphalt Championship, March 10

DRIVER/CO-DRIVER CAR
Jason Pritchard/Phil Clarke  Ford Focus WRC05
Damian Cole/Shelley Rogerson  Ford Focus WRC05 
Bob Fowden/Aled Davies  Subaru Impreza WRC S11 
Hugh Hunter/Rob Fagg  Ford Focus WRC05 
Sebastian Ling/Aled Rees Citroen DS3 R5  
Jamie Jukes/James Morgan  Mitsubishi Mirage  
Phil Turner/Simon Anthony  Mitsubishi Lancer E9 
Huw Reed/Anthony Hackett  Darrian T90 GTR  
Richard Merriman/Kath Curzon  Darrian T90  
John Stone/Jack Morton  Ford Fiesta WRC

Pritchard will be 
first on the road

We’ve all heard plenty about Rally Team 
UK, Paul Curson, Paul Curson’s provenance, 
his plans and his potential. And, from such 
service park speculation, views have been 
formed and opinions shaped.

Curson’s had his say now. He’s well-
intentioned and is talking about offering 
British rallying the biggest boost in its 
history. And his message is clear: forget 

what you’ve heard, forget everything and 
focus on what’s coming.

In our story, he has detailed the funding 
coming his way before the end of  May. He 
doesn’t want to commit to how many cars 
he’s buying or which events which drivers 
will be doing – but he’s going to do so before 
the end of  May. So now, be quiet.

Stop the gossip, the tittle-tattle 

and the chatter and let Curson and
his team get on with the task in hand.
British rallying’s not exactly awash with 
folk trying to do the right thing and give 
young talent a helping hand, so the very 
least we can do is extend Curson some 
common decency to crack on and give 
it a go. We’ll come back to him in May. 

David Evans

says...

Photos: Jakob Ebrey





Evans used Ford
Fiesta R5 in 2016

Porsche Cayman S was adapted for the Donington Rally last weekend

Bird finished fifth overall

RALLY NEWS
Photos: LAT, SMJ Photography

Rally Tendring and Clacton 
filled its 110-car entry in a 
matter of  minutes, with 
only an additional 15 
places remaining at the 
organiser’s discretion. 

The Chelmsford Motor 
Club event, based on 
roads in Essex on April 28, 
was the first rally to use 
all closed roads since 
England passed a law to 
make getting a road closure 
permit easier in 2017. 

The highest returning 
driver from last year is Mark 
Straker in his Darrian T90, 
who was fourth in 2018, while 
joining the entry this year is 
multiple Barbados Rally 
runner-up Rob Swann. 

This year the event 
features extended mileage – 
up to 52.65 – and is part of  
three championships, the 
English Rally Championship, 
RAC Historic Asphalt 
Championship and the 
jelfmotorsport.com Stage 
Rally Championship.

Simon Bowen and Neil 
Wearden both contested 
Sunday’s Questmead Stages 
as part of  their preparations 
for the forthcoming North 
West Stages. 

Bowen, who won last 
weekend’s rally in his 
Subaru Impreza WRC, 
was able to identify a 
gearbox issue but he is 
confident it will be sorted 
in time for the closed road 
event, which he won in 2016, 
had a clutch issue in 2017 
and didn’t contest last year. 

He said: “Today gave us 
some valuable seat time 
and the chance to try some 
settings. If  it rains like 
it did today on the North 
West Stages we’ll be ready!” 

Wearden – making a rally 
comeback for only his 
fourth rally in 18 years – 
took top 1600 honours 
after finishing fifth in his 
Hyundai i20 and was in 
equally buoyant mood.

“I feel I can get more 
speed as the car was faster 
than me in places,” said the 
1999 Ulster Rally winner. 
“But the North West 
won’t be about driving 
flat out, it will be about 
driving intelligently.” 

Further rally outings 
for younger Bird
Formula Renault Eurocup 
regular Frank Bird is set for 
more MN Circuit Rally 
Championship outings following 
an impressive debut in last 
weekend’s Donington Rally.

The son of  team owner and 
banned rally driver Paul Bird 
was drafted in as a reserve entry 
in a Ford Focus WRC07, sharing 
with Jack Morton who normally 
co-drives for series regular, 
John Stone.

Despite sustaining cosmetic 
damage and a broken windscreen 
from an off  on the opening stage, 
Bird finished fifth overall on his 
maiden rally in tricky conditions.

“It’s a very different feeling,” 
he said. 

“The first stage didn’t go to 
plan, but I’m learning already. 
I was a bit hesitant on the brakes 
at first, but it’s a lot of  fun.”

Co-driver Morton confirmed 
the pair will also take part in 
the next event at Anglesey.

Stone will also focus 
his attentions to other 
rallying commitments.

Morton said: “I’ve got someone 
young with me now, and we’ve 
done well. He’s learning already 
and I’ve got him for Anglesey too. 

“We just outbraked ourselves 
at the chicane and collected the 
tyres. He’s quick though.”

Only 15 spots left 
for Tendring rally

Questmead good 
test for Bowen

McGloin makes history at Donington

MN Rally trials live onboard footage and plans further coverage for future events

Nathalie McGloin made 
history at Donington Park as 
the first tetraplegic to take 
part in a rally in the latest MN 
Circuit Rally Championship 
round, also taking advantage 
of  new GT class regulations.

McGloin took part in the 
modified Porsche Cayman S 
she regularly races in club 
events, adapted for rallying, 
to in turn become the first 
GT car to venture into the 
championship under the 
newly-formed class.

“It feels weird compared to 
normal actually, especially 
when we’re going the wrong 
way around Donington,” 
said McGloin, who finished 
the rally 33rd overall to win 

the GT class as a sole entry.
“I’m the first tetraplegic 

to enter a rally in the world. 
Motorsport UK helped me, 
and they did my logbook 
with me. It’s [the car] had 
extra protectors added, the 
suspension has been 
raised and it’s had 
mudguards put on it. 

“All of  this adds weight, 
but we’ve then got to take 
it all out again for [racing 
at] Snetterton next.”

McGloin shared the 
Cayman with Andrew Bayliss 
and said on other potential 
rally outings: “It’s possible. 
We’ll see how it goes here 
first, but I’ve been enjoying 
it. Everyone here is.”

MN Circuit Rally 
Championship organisers 
were ‘delighted’ by results 
after trialling live onboard 
footage as an addition to 
its media offering.

With the assistance of the 
championship’s official 

media partners, Torque, fans 
were able to ride onboard 
with the Peugeot 306 Maxi of 
series leaders Chris West and 
Keith Hounslow throughout 
last weekend’s Donington 
Rally via its Facebook page.

Championship coordinator 

Darren Spann said the 
system will continue 
in the coming events.

“I’m delighted with how 
it’s gone,” he said. “It’s a 
very expensive bit of kit, 
and it’s worked a treat. 
We chose the championship 

leader to showcase this, 
and for me it’s just a 
demonstration of how 
we’re leading the way 
with our technology.

“We looked at the viewing 
figures and we’re already 
up by 50% this year.”

EX- VAN IESTA R TO BE 
US D BY cCLOSK Y

By Jason Craig

Connor McCloskey has bought an 
ex-Elfyn Evans Ford Fiesta R5 for 
the BTRDA Rally Championship.

McCloskey, the Gold Star runner-up 
from 2013, will have his first run in the 
right-hand-drive converted Fiesta on 
this weekend’s Malcolm Wilson Stages 

with fellow Irishman Noel O’ Sullivan 
and has registered to score points.

He has also confirmed his attendance 
at the next three rounds – next month’s 
Rallynuts Stages, May’s Plains Rally 
and July’s Nicky Grist Stages. Should 
results fall kindly for McCloskey he 
could enter more.

“These next few rounds are ones that I 

really enjoy,” he told Motorsport News. 
“I was happy to miss the Cambrian – 
I wasn’t fussed about it – and the new 
car wouldn’t have been ready in time 
for it anyway.

“I’m still undecided if  I will be in a 
position to do more than four rounds, 
but if  things go better than planned, 
and we are in a strong position 

mathematically, then I will have to 
reconsider our next step.”

With work on the Evans car having 
only just been completed, including 
a rebuild of  its suspension and the 
paddleshifter being fitted to the 
steering wheel, McCloskey is hoping 
to give it a shakedown before he 
heads over to the Lake District.

Car will be used on Malcolm Wilson Stages
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TOP 10 SEEDED ENTRY LIST
Malcolm Wilson Stages

NO DRIVER/CO-DRIVER CAR
1 Euan Thorburn/Paul Beaton Ford Focus WRC
2 Stephen Petch/Michael Wilkinson Ford Fiesta WRC
3 Charles  Payne/Carl Williamson Ford Fiesta RS WRC
4 Connor McCloskey/Noel O’Sullivan Ford Fiesta R5
5  Pat Naylor/Ian Lawrence Mitsubishi Lancer E9
6 Ian Bainbridge/Daniel May Subaru Impreza
7 Ian Joel/Graeme Wood Ford Escort Cosworth
8 Russ Thompson/Andy Murphy Mitsubishi Lancer E9
9 Stephen Simpson/Paula Swinscoe Ford Fiesta S2000
10 Steven Clark/Mark Fisher Mitsubishi Lancer E5



ROAD RALLY ROUND-UP
Astunningsecond-halfdrive
secured victory on the Rali 
Bro Caron for Kevin Davies/
Alan James. 

They had lost over two minutes 
after slipping into a ditch towards 
the end of the first half, which 
dropped them to 10th position. 

However, they clawed their way 
back, cleaning two sections timed 
to the minute at which most of 
their rivals dropped time.

It was a rally of high attrition 
among the leading runners. 
By the end of the opening section 
at Llandewi Brefi, Daniel Jones/
Gerwyn Barry, John Davies/Aled 
Davies, Kevin ‘Penclaw’ Jones/
Lion Williams and Andy Davies/
Michael Gilbey were all out. The 
last was after a power steering 
pipe burst and caused a small fire.

The result of all this drama was 
that Mark Lennox/Ian Beamond led 
at Petrol. They built up a substantial 
lead until they dropped a minute at 
one control; they still led but by a 
now narrow margin, which was 
lost on the next section. The local 
crew of Carwyn Davies/Ryan 
Griffiths, running at Car 27, hit 
the front briefly, but were quickly 
overhauled by Davies/James, 
who stormed through to win.

The Festival Targa used 16 
tests, many slippery, to make up 
36 miles of competition. The event 
was won in dominant style by Owen 
Turner/Rachel Vestey (MG ZR).

IanMills
Results
Rali Bro Caron
Organiser: Lampeter MC When: March 2/3
Where: West Wales Championships: WAMC
Route: 90 miles Starters: 90.
1 Kevin Davies/Alan James (Ford Escort) 12m36s;
2 Carwyn Davies/Ryan Griffiths (Escort) +1m13s;
3 Mark Lennox/Ian Beamond (Escort); 4 Malcolm
‘Tar’ Jones/Rhys Jones (Peugeot 206 GTi); 5 Craig
Judd/Lewis Sim (Peugeot 306 GTi); 6 George
Williams/Dale Bowen (Escort); 7 Tomos Lewis/
Daniel Stone (Escort); 8 Dewi Davies/Nathan Davies
(Vauxhall Astra); 9 Paul Morgan/Jamie Mills (Honda
Civic); 10 Stefan Davies/Reian Rees (Escort).
Class winners: Davies/Griffiths; Huw Rowcliffe/
Owen Rowcliffe (Peugeot 206); Novices: Rhodri
Lewis/Dion Phillips (Peugeot 206).

The Festival Targa Rally
Organiser: Bath MC When: March 2 Where:
Wiltshire Championships: ASWMC Route: 16 tests
Starters: 57.
1 Owen Turner/Rachel Vestey (MG ZR) 82m30s;
2 Gavin Rogers/Georgina Clark (Ford Escort); 3 Paul
Tod/Rich Aston (Proton Satria); 4 Matt Fowle/Pete
Johnson (Peugeot 106); 5 Matt Bown/James
Whitton (ZR); 6 Mick Valentine/Peter Scott (Escort).
Class winners: Rogers/Clark; Roger Fletcher/
Derek Mines (MG ZR); Chris Woolley/Jamie Woolley
(BMW E30); Ed Scott/Mike Thomas (Satria).
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Heavy snowfall forced an early
conclusion to the Limerick Forest
Rally – round two of the Irish Forest
Rally Championship.

With safety of paramount
importance, the Limerick Motor
Club organisers stopped proceedings
after the second stage (Mount Eagle)
of the County Cork-based event,
when only a few of the 78 crews
managed to get through the heavy
snowfall before the stage was blocked.

On the opening stage, top seed
and series leader Marty McCormack
(Skoda Fabia R5) along with late entry
Barry McKenna (Ford Fiesta WRC)
slid off and out of the rally, albeit with
superficial damage. Another late
entry Frank Kelly (Ford Escort Mk2)
scarcely got through all the gears
before he too had a soft landing and got
stuck in a ditch.

Keith Power (Mitsubishi Lancer E9)
led after SS1, with the Lancer E7 of
Michael Carbin just 0.9 seconds
behind. Mickey Conlon (Escort Mk2)
led the two-wheel-drive challenge and

Subaru Impreza
crew took the win

WETWEATHERFAILSTODAMPEN
BOWEN’SCHARGEFORVICTORY

Photos: pro-rally.co.uk, rallygallery.com

Limerick Forest Rally cut
short due to heavy snow

Vey and Fletcher hold on
for Bovington success

Questmead Stages Rally
By Phil James

Organiser: Warrington & District MC Date: March 3 Where: Three 
Sisters Race Circuit, Wigan. Championships: ANWCC; SD34;
 6r4.com Three Sisters Rally Challenge; F1000; J1000. Stages: 11 
Starters: 58

Simon Bowen and Richard 
Robinson recovered from a 
stuttering start to set six fastest 
stage times, bringing their Subaru 
Impreza S11 WRC home 14 seconds 
clear of the Ford Escort Mk2 of Eric 
Roberts and Merfyn Williams.

Bowen’s day didn’t start well with a 
stall on the stage two startline that 
was soon followed by a spin – something 
many others experienced in the 
slippery conditions. 

Roberts had been quickest from the off  
before Peter Jackson edged his Escort 
Mk2 into the lead following stage two. 

He stayed there for four stages 
before falling foul of  a missed split, 
Jackson admitting to his error, 
slipping to 25th place at a stroke.

Roberts then regained the lead, 
reaching the lunch halt with a 
nine-second gap over Bowen. 

As the rain intensified Bowen set 
about reeling in the Escort and, having 
edged ahead on stage nine, he continued 
to set fastest times to seal the victory.

Having completed the opening stage 
in fifth place, Lee Edwards and Mark 
Roberts then took sole possession of  
the final podium place in their Escort 
G3. Their only worry came with a 
misfire on stage seven caused by a 
quickly cured carburettor blockage. 
John Richardson and Eric Wilcockson 
had a trouble-free run to finish a solid 
fourth in their Escort Mk2.

Neil Wearden and Callum Cross 

maintained a top 10 placing throughout, 
eventually finishing fifth overall and 
claiming the Class C honours in their 
Hyundai i20. Class rivals Dan Woods 
and Tony Garrett finished five seconds 
behind in their Peugeot 106, while Class 
E winners James and Victoria Swallow 
were just a further two seconds in 
arrears in their BMW 328 Compact. 

Lee Griffiths and Chris Whittall had 
been lying in 27th place following stage 
two but from thereon the Peugeot 106 
crew made strides up the standings to 
finish in eighth place. 

Adam Williams and Rachael Atherton 
suffered a second-stage spin and 
dropped more time on stage eight when
a turbo pipe worked loose before the 
Impreza crew ended the day in ninth. 

Richie Hughes and Martyn Quant 
survived a series of  early half  spins 
before changing tyres and finishing 

10th in their Ford Escort Mk3.
Rob Wilson and Martin Haggett 

recovered from a second-stage spin 
to then dominate the Junior Rally in 
their Peugeot 107. The similar car of  
Max Hughes and Chris Evans finished 
second, while Billy Grew and Emma 
Morrison snatched third place in their 
VW Up! on the final stage. 
Results 
1 Simon Bowen/Richard Robinson (Subaru Impreza WRC) 
29m11s; 2 Eric Roberts/Merfyn Williams (Ford Escort Mk2) 
+14s; 3 Lee Edwards/Mark Roberts (Escort G3); 4 John 
Richardson/Eric Wilcockson (Escort Mk2); 5 Neil Wearden/
Callum Cross (Hyundai i20); 6 Dan Woods/Tony Garrett (Peugeot 
106); 7 James Swallow/Victoria Swallow (BMW 328 Compact); 
8 Lee Griffiths/Chris Whittall (106); 9 Adam Williams/Rachael 
Atherton (Impreza); 10 Richie Hughes/Martyn Quant (Escort Mk3). 
Class winners: Richard Hague/Robert Bryn Jones (Nissan 
Micra); Richard Bromley/Terry Martin (Vauxhall Nova); Wearden/
Cross; Roberts/Williams; Swallow/Swallow.  Junior Rally: 
1 Rob Wilson/Martin Haggett (Peugeot 107) 34m34s; 2 Max 
Hughes/Chris Evans (C1) +0m45s; 3 Billy Grew/Emma 
Morrison (VW Up!).

also held third overall, 1.1s ahead of
David Crossen (Escort Mk2). Patrick
O’Brien (Lancer E9) and William
Creighton (Peugeot 208 R2) completed
the top six as falling snow carpeted
the forest tracks.

At the Rockchapel service park
after SS2, clerk of the course
Anthony Nestor took the decision
to call off the remaining four stages
and declared a result based on the
two stages. A decision on awarding
championship points is awaited.

Billett survived a misfire and a failing 
starter motor to finish 1m19s behind 
Cole. The Ford Escort Mk2 pairing 
battled fiercely with Josh Payton/Jamie 
Vaughan’s similar car, running neck 
and neck until SS8 when Payton’s oil-
pump belt broke and he retired. 

New wet weather tyres paid dividends 
for fourth-placed Kevin and Sue Fossey. 
The Escort Mk2 pairing mounted a 
charge in the closing miles to overhaul 
Rob de St Paer/Steve Hobbs. After de St 
Paer retired with a broken wiper motor, 
Jerry Bailey/Graham Lacey inherited 
fifth – a reward for fixing numerous 
brake problems. Andrew Phillips/

Chester Elliotfinishedsixth,their
Peugeot 205 using a bog-standard 
engine bought from a scrapyard. 
Results
1 Andy Vey/Richard Fletcher (Mitsubishi Lancer E4) 1h9m2s; 
2 Damain Cole/Shelley Rogerson (Ford Focus WRC05) +34s; 
3 Geoff Bennett/John Billett (Ford Warrior Escort Mk2); 4 Kevin 
Fossey/Sue Fossey (Escort Mk2); 5 Jerry Bailey/Graham Lacey 
(Escort Mk2); 6 Andrew Phillips/Chester Elliot (Peugeot 205 
GTI); 7 Jay Wyatt/Sally Wyatt (Escort Mk2); 8 Roger Moran/Den 
Golding (BMW M3); 9 Ben Short/Jon Lawes (Mazda MX-5); 
10 Chris Wheeler/Shaun Layland (Citroen DS 3 R3T). 
Class winners: Barry Pavey/Steve Hollis (Escort Mk1), Huw 
Williams/Ellie Williams (Peugeot 205), Short/Lawes, Phillips/
Elliot, Bennett/Billett, Simon Worley/Michael Stewart (Subaru 
Impreza), Dessie Nutt/Geraldine McBride (Porsche 911), Wayne 
Thompson/Matt Duncan (Land Rover Wolf XD), Moran/Golding, 
Bailey/Lacey, Dick Mauger/Gino Gouveia (Escort Mk2), Dean 
Fewings/Bob Smith (Triumph TR7 V8). 

Mitsubishi Lancer 
E4 took top spot

Bovington Stages Rally
By Ian Harden

Organiser: Bournemouth and District MC When: March 2/3 Where: 
Bovington Camp, Dorset. Championships: ASWMC Sealed Surface; 
ACSMC Tarmac; RAC Historic Asphalt Stages: 12 Starters: 64.

Andy Vey and Richard Fletcher 
continued their recent strong form at 
Bovington with a 34-second victory 
over Damian Cole/Shelley Rogerson 
(Ford Focus WRC05), following a tough 
two-day scrap. 

Benefiting from newly-fitted 
suspension and ’diff  on his Mitsubishi 
Lancer E4, Vey traded fastest stage 
times with Cole throughout Saturday’s 
dry stages and held a seven-second 
overnight lead. 

Sunday started in different conditions; 
on rain-soaked tracks, Vey pushed hard 
on SS7, stretching his lead by a further 
15s. The result was effectively settled at 
the start of  SS10: Cole’s launch control 
malfunctioned and the Focus stalled, 
costing time. Despite this, he fought 
back, going fastest on the final two tests. 

Third-placed Geoff  Bennett/John 

McCormack slid off and out of rally

Wilson was on top in Junior Rally
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The initial renderings of
how the WSR cars will look
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INSIGHT

cheapest way, but we didn’t have
an option because we didn’t have
a bodyshell. We had no option,
but they have designed the
bodywork from the BMW CAD.

“That is all finished now, then
that goes to another technical
partner who then machines the
molds and it then goes to another
company to make the bodywork.
We are sitting back at base at the
moment with our fingers crossed
hoping everything will just bolt on
and it will all come together.”

Although there is an xDrive
version in the 3 Series road range,
which would have opened up the
drivetrain options for WSR, it has
decided to stick with rear-wheel
drive for the new saloon, which
will be fitted with the B48 motor,
the same that was used in the
125i M Sport.

Bennetts is sure of his decision
when it comes to the layout of the
drivetrain. “Possibly we could have
had front-wheel drive but the way
we look at it is: as long as we aren’t
hobbled too much on regs, we think
rear-wheel drive is better because

most racing cars are built that
way,” he says. “If it was so good,
why hasn’t F1 with all of its
money gone front-wheel drive?
Why don’t sportscars do it?”

There will be no margin for
error in this programme with the
beginning of the season looming
fast. “The target for the car is to
have two cars running for the media
day at Brands Hatch on March 27,
then a third will be shaken down,”
says Bennetts. “On the media day,
Colin and Tom [Oliphant] will share
the Team BMW car and Andrew will
hopefully have his own Pirtek one.

“We have got it mapped out here
on a chart exactly what everyone
is doing – and it is almost down to
the hour, we know exactly what is
going on where. We are happy [with]
where we are at to get two cars
ready, but if an outside supplier lets
us down, we could be in trouble.”

WSR has form when it comes to
new cars. The original BMW that
it ran, the 3 Series E90, was a flat-
pack assembly kit from Germany
(“which took us longer to put
together than it should have

WSR is taking another bold step this year by returning the BMW 3 Series to the grid. By Matt James

W
inninga
British 
Touring Car 
Championship 
is a turbulent 
time for WSR 
team boss 

Dick Bennetts. It is not just 
the drama on the pitwall that 
can cause frayed nerves.

Back in 2009, when Colin 
Turkington had claimed WSR’s 
maiden BTCC crown at Brands 
Hatch, backer RAC quit the 
programme. Lightning struck twice 
in 2014 when, after another victory in 
the category for Turkington, sponsor 
eBay Motors decided to depart.

So when BMW came calling 
following Turkington’s third 
triumph in 2018, Bennetts had a 
reason to be concerned, but this 
time it was good news – it was the 
green light for the team to switch 
from the 125i M Sport to a new 330i 
M Sport machine for 2019.

 “We didn’t get the verbal go-ahead 
until the Monday afternoon after 
winning the championship. We were 
straight into it!” explains the New 
Zealander. “The 3 Series road car 
is being launched on March 9 in the 
UK, and that was quite a way ahead 
of  where we were at that stage.”

Designing a new car is not the 
work of  a moment and it has already 
taken up thousands of  man hours. 
The inevitable delay in getting its 
hands on the bodyshells meant 
that the WSR crew has been flat 
out since the green light for the 
project was given – and it has led the 
team to alter some of its methods.

“There are two ways you can 
design a new car,” explains Bennetts. 
“You can do it by Computer Aided 
Design – CAD – or you can do it the 
old-fashioned way where you have a 
bodyshell and you draw it, and do it 
all that way. We got the bodyshells 
at the end of  November: the only 

waywecouldhitthegroundwith
the project was to use CAD. 

“In an ideal world you would need
five months to do a new car build 
properly, so we are squeezing it 
all in. The biggest thing will be the
bodywork because none of  us have
seen it yet. That has all been done on
CAD, whereas the previous 1 Series
was all done the old-fashioned way
by designers with clay. We will have
to go straight in with that.”

In a championship where so
many of  the parts are mandated,
the flexibility for the designers can
be limited, but there is still a huge
checklist of  things that need to be
brought together to get an NGTC-
spec car on the grid. It also helps
that WSR has one of  the best brains
trusts in the paddock to call upon.

“We design the layout of  the car,”
explains Bennetts. “We design the 
rollcage, we design the layout on 
the floor, where the seat goes, 
where the pedal box goes, where the 
electronics go, where the battery 
goes, where the fuel tank goes – 
although that is fairly restricted. 

“The biggest design area and the 
most crucial part of  it is the front 
of  the subframe forward. We design 
the ducting, we design the crash 
bar, we design the mounting of  the 
bodywork. We were able to get on 
with that, but we couldn’t have 
done this project without the CAD 
system we were using.

“We had three designers. John 
Waterman, Kevin Berry and Simon 
Cumberpatch all worked on it. 
Simon [a former Triple Eight Racing 
and Arena International engineer] 
did the internal layout, Kevin 
[who was Turkington’s engineer] 
did the rollcage and John’s done 
the front end [Waterman is 
Andrew Jordan’s engineer]. 

“We have got another outside 
company doing all the bodywork,” 
adds Bennetts. “It was not the 

Bennetts: big prospects

because all the instructions were
in German,” chuckles Bennetts) 
and it was a race winner in its 
fourth meeting in 2007. 

The new 125i M Sport, which 
was introduced in 2013, was even 
better: it was a winner in the  
second meeting at Donington. 
The new-shape 3 Series has lofty 
tyre tracks to follow. 

“It won’t be easy in year one. If  
we had started two or three months 
earlier, we could have been out 
testing and developing but we are 
going in cold,” acknowledges 
Bennetts. “We can’t change that, 
so we just have to get on with it. 
Having three cars at Brands and 
being reliable would be the biggest 
win for us. We want miles and we 
want data and we can work from 
there.

“No one has won the title in the 
NGTC era with a brand new car. 
It is quite interesting looking back – 
and it wasn’t planned – but we ran 
the 3 Series E90 for six years, we 
ran the 125i M Sport F21 for six 
years: I hope this one is here for 
a while too!” 

THE RETURN OF A BTCC BMW FAVOURITE

The 125i M Sport was a 
two-time title winner



F1 TESTING
Technical expertGaryAnderson runs the ruleover the Formula 1 field
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HOWTHE BIG PLAYERS ARE

Overthelastfewyears,I
have been fairly critical of  
McLaren but from what  
I have seen during pre-
season testing I believe it 
has turned the corner.

The car looks good when 
on new tyres and pushing 
for a time, so I think it is 
being run on fairly low  
fuel. That said, qualifying  
in Melbourne is critical  
so it’s better to go there  
well prepared.

Whenthecarisonthe
longer runs, which require
higher fuel, it is not as
consistent and it looks
like the rears start to go
away fairly early.

New technical chief
James Key joining justafter
the first race of  the season
should bring McLaren
some knowledge fromthe
outside world of  how Red
Bull and Toro Rosso went
about their business.

RedBullwillcomeawayfrom
pre-seasontestingalittle
disappointed.Notonlydidit
haveacoupleof crasheswith
PierreGasly,butitwasn’t
reallyabletoshowitstrue
potential.Butthecarlooks
likeaRedBull,meaningithas
lotsof gripandthedrivers
cancommittothecorneras
aggressivelyasanyothercar.

Itbroughtupdatesdailyto
thesecondpartof thetestso,as
theseareallthingsthatwould
havebeeninthepipeline
beforethecaractuallysaton
theground,I’mprettysure
morepartswillchangebefore
thecarsruninMelbourne.

It’saneweraforRedBull.
AfterbeingwithRenault
since2007, ithasnowteamed
upwithHonda.Thereisbig

commitmentfromHondato
getitrightandbeingwith
RedBullleavesnoplaceto
hide.RedBullexpectswins,
perhapsnotonaregularbasis
thisyear,butafewvictories
arenecessaryotherwise
MaxVerstappenmightjust
starttoseewhichother
teamshaveaseatgoingspare.

InVerstappen,RedBullhas
adriverthatjusthastheraw
speed.Hedoesthingswith
thecarthatotherscanonly
dreamof.Gaslyisthenewboy
inthemothership.Yes,he
droveforToroRossolastyear,
butthepressuresarevery
different.Heblottedhiscopy
bookintestingwithacouple
of crashesandpersonallyI
haven’tyetseenanythingthat
reallyexcitesmeabouthim.

AsForceIndia,thishas
alwaysbeenateamthathas
givenaverygoodbangfor
yourbuck.Now,havingbeen
takingoverbyaconsortium
ledbyLawrenceStroll, it
hasthefinancestoshow
itstrueworth.Thiswon’t
happenovernight,butat
leastnowitcanplanfor
futuredevelopmentsand
carrythemout.

Thisteamhasalwayscome
tothepre-seasontestsaiming
togetthereliabilitysortedfor
thestartof theseasonand,
knowingthatanupdate
wouldbeavailablebefore

thefirstrace,theultimate
performancewasnotthe main 
objective.Now,withitsnew 
owners,RacingPointseems  
tobeheadingthesameway.

Thedifferencethisyear 
isitwilldefinitelybeable  
tomanufacturetheupdate  
partsand,lookingatthe
performance,that’sneeded  
if it isgoingtobeatthepointy 
endof thatmidfieldbattle.

Thatareaisgoingtobe
tougherthanithasbeenfor 
manyyears;blinkinthe
wrongplaceonaqualifying 
lapandyoucouldlosehalf   
adozenplaces.

Renaulthasgoneabout
testinginaverybusiness-
likeway,nottryingto
impressbutdeliveringa
timewhengoingforit.

Thecarisdefinitelya
stepforwardfromlast
yearandlooksconsistent
onthetrack.Withthe
teambuiltbackupto
whereitneedstobein
termsof facilitiesand
resources,thisisexactly
whatwasrequiredfrom
thistest.Renaultisnow
thethirdfullworksteam
andhastobecomparedto
FerrariandMercedes.

Engine-wise,Renault

claimstohavemoved
forwardthisyearmore
thananyothersincethe
hybridpowerunitswere
introduced.Ithasto
showthatontrack.

Driver-wise, ithasa
strongline-up.InNico
Hulkenberg,Renaulthas
theconsistencytobeable
tounderstandwhereit
hascomefromandinnew
signingDanielRiccardoit
hasaprovenracewinner.
I’mprettysuretheywill
worktogetherforthegood
of theteam,andbothwill
havesmilesontheirfaces
alongtheway.

Ferrari has looked strong 
since pre-season testing 
began. The car looks very 
stable and gives the drivers 
lots of  confidence and on  
all of  the tyre compounds it 
has looked well balanced.

Its front wing package is a 
nice and very simple concept 
that doesn’t ask the airflow 
to do anything too critically, 
so it should be fairly benign 
to other downforce-
producing components 
further downstream.

Reliability hasn’t been  
all that fantastic, so this is 
the one thing that could let 

Ferrari down in the early 
races. The team must make 
sure that it doesn’t repeat  
the mistakes of  last year  
as the season progresses.

As far as drivers are 
concerned, Vettel did a 
1m16.221s and Charles 
Leclerc did a 1m16.231s,  
so it’s game on. Hopefully, 
the battle between these  
two will only help Ferrari’s 
championship campaign 
and not interfere with it.  
But I’m afraid we may be 
hearing some lively radio 
traffic between the drivers 
and the pitwall at times.

Car: Ferrari SF90 Power unit: Ferrari Drivers: Charles Leclerc
(MCO), Sebastian Vettel (DEU)

FERRARI

Duringthefirstweekof
testing, the car looked very 
good; stable with good grip 
and the drivers could 
commit to the corner with 
confidence. But from that 
asa base I expected slightly 
faster times from it during 
thesecond week.

Perhaps Haas just kept  
itspowder dry and knows 
what it’s capable of  so will 
let it show in Melbourne.

The team threw away a lot 

of points last year, so that  
is an area it must improve 
on. It doesn’t matter how 
fast the car is, if  you can’t 
get it to the chequered flag 
without problems then it  
is all wasted.

Driver-wise, Haas has  
a reasonable pairing in 
Romain Grosjean and 
Kevin Magnussen. Both  
of  them could do with 
staying out of  trouble  
more regularly.

RED BULL
Car: Red Bull RB15 Engine: Honda Drivers: Pierre Gasly (FRA), 
Max Verstappen (NLD)

HAAS
Car: Haas VF-19 Engine: Ferrari Drivers: Romain Grosjean (FRA), Kevin Magnussen (DEN)

McLAREN
Car: McLaren MCL34 Engine: Renault Drivers: Lando Norris (GBR), Carlos Sainz (ESP)

RENAULT
Car: Renault R.S.19 Engine: Renault 
Drivers: Nico Hulkenberg (DEU), Daniel Ricciardo (AUS)

RACING POINT
Car: Racing Point RP19 Engine: Mercedes Drivers: Sergio Perez 
(MEX), Lance Stroll (CAN)
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LININGUPAHEADOFMELBOURNE

This is the team that 
probably progressed 
more than anyone else 
over the 2018 season. This 
was also due to Leclerc 
getting up to speed with 
F1, which he certainly did 
impressively and he was 
rewarded with a seat with 
Ferrari. Kimi Raikkonen 
went the other way and is 
now driving for the team 
where it all started for him.

With a closer 
relationship with Ferrari 
than it had last year, and 
taking a leaf out of  how 
Haas uses as much as 
possible bought in from 
Ferrari, 2019 should be 
another season of moving 
up the ladder for what is 
now Alfa Romeo.

Thecarstarted

pre-season testing looking 
fairly well balanced, if  a 
little short of  ultimate 
downforce. But as the test 
has gone on, the car seems 
to have deteriorated.

As the times have 
started to tumble, 
probably because the 
track is getting more and 
more rubbered in and 
offering a bit more grip, 
the rear looks nervous – 
forcing the drivers to 
work a little harder.

With the car now a fully 
Alfa entry, Ferrari is not 
going to stand back and 
allow it to flounder so in 
the end I think it will be a 
best of  the rest contender. 
But it might just take a 
few races before that 
materialises.

ALFA ROMEO
Car: Alfa Romeo C38 Engine: Ferrari 
Drivers: Antonio Giovinazzi (ITA), Kimi Raikkonen (FIN)

TOROROSSO
Car: Toro Rosso STR14 Engine: Honda
Drivers: Alexander Albon (THA), Daniil Kvyat (RUS)

Williamshadonlyfiveanda
half  days to get through about 
a month’s worth of  work.

Paddy Lowe has stated that it 
was no individual component 
that created this situation, it 
was just that these cars are so 
much more complicated than 
they were a few years ago.  

Williamsjustmessedup
its planning.

If  this had been Red Bull, 
Mercedes or Ferrari you could 
live with it becausetheirnew
car performance 
hit ratio over the 
last few years has 
been pretty good. 

ButWilliamsisateam that 
needed track time to get to the 
performance sweet spot of  the 
car – if, that is, there is a sweet 
spotinthere somewhere.

No pressure, 
but for the sake 
of  the future of  
Williams this car 

needs to work. I don’t mean it 
needs to go out and win races 
but it needs to be able to qualify 
and finish races in the top 10.

If  Williams can do that it will 
have moved forward but from 
initial testing it looks like that 
might not be easy. It is a better 
car than last year though.

This could actually be a 
big year for Toro Rosso. 
It is now working more 
closely with sister team 
Red Bull and, using the 
same Honda engines, 
the car characteristics 
will be similar.

This is Toro Rosso’s 
second year with Honda 
and everything always 
runs a lot smoother as 
you build a relationship 
with your partners. The 
car again looks well 
balanced but perhaps 
might just lack a little 

bit of  downforce.
Driver-wise, it looks 

like Alex Albon has 
been a been a real find. 
When you consider he 
never drove an F1 car 
until Toro Rosso did the 
shakedown, he’s been 
impressive throughout 
testing. Daniil Kvyat 
has the speed if  he can 
control his aggression. 
He had a pretty bad 
deal last time, but he 
will have learned and 
can deliver the results 
given the tools.

Formula1’sdominant
forcehadaslowstartto
pre-seasontestingbut,as
you’dexpect,gotintothe
battleatthefrontafter
bringingamajorupgrade
packagetothesecondtest.

Buttoachievegoodtimes
requireddiggingdeep,and
onthelastdayof thetest
Mercedeswasn’tshyabout
throwingonanothersetor
twoof thesoftesttyresat
thecar.

Ontrack,it looksabitlike
theFerrari.It’sstableand
hasalotof gripbutdoesn’t
seemtohaveasconsistenta
balancethroughtherange

of differentcornerspeeds
thatBarcelonathrowsat
you.I’msureMercedes
will fine-tuneitbefore
Melbourneandfromthe
timeswehavealready
seenitwillbebattleroyale

Driver-wise,no-onecan
doubtthatLewisHamilton
isatthetopof hisgame
butcanhemaintainthe
pressureinanothertitle
fight?AndasfarasValtte
Bottasisconcerned,he
mustperformfromrace
one.Thisishislastchan
toholdontoaverycoveted
seatandthereareothers
outtherelineduptotakeit.

F1TESTING

Circuit: Barcelona,SpainWhen:February26-March1Weather:Coolanddry

P DRIVER TEAM DAY 1 DAY 2 DAY3 DAY4
bastianVettel FerrariSF90 1m17.925s 1m18.195s - 1m16.221s
wisHamilton MercedesF1W10EQPower+ 1m20.332s 1m18.943s 1m18.097s 1m16.224s
harlesLeclerc FerrariSF90 1m18.651s notime 1m16.231s -
altteriBottas MercedesF1W10EQPower+ 1m20.167s 1m18.941s 1m18.862s 1m16.561s
icoHulkenberg RenaultR.S.19 1m20.348s 1m19.056s 1m17.496s 1m16.843s
lexanderAlbon ToroRosso-HondaSTR14 1m18.649s - 1m16.882s -

DaniilKvyat ToroRosso-HondaSTR14 - 1m18.682s - 1m16.898s
CarlosSainz McLaren-RenaultMCL34 - 1m17.144s - 1m16.913s
RomainGrosjean Haas-FerrariVF-19 - 1m18.330s 1m17.854s 1m17.076s
LandoNorris McLaren-RenaultMCL34 1m17.709s - 1m17.084s -
PierreGasly RedBull-HondaRB15 1m17.715s - 1m17.091s -
DanielRicciardo RenaultR.S.19 1m20.107s 1m22.597s 1m17.204s 1m17.114s
KimiRaikkonen AlfaRomeo-FerrariC38 - 1m18.209s - 1m17.239s
LanceStroll RacingPoint-MercedesRP19 1m17.824s - 1m17.556s -
KevinMagnussen Haas-FerrariVF-19 1m18.769s - 1m18.199s 1m17.565s
AntonioGiovinazzi AlfaRomeo-FerrariC38 1m18.589s - 1m17.639s -

7 MaxVerstappen RedBull-HondaRB15 - 1m18.395s - 1m17.709s
8 SergioPerez RacingPoint-MercedesRP19 - 1m17.842s - 1m17.791s
9 GeorgeRussell Williams-MercedesFW42 1m19.662s - 1m18.130s -
0 RobertKubica Williams-MercedesFW42 - 1m19.367s - 1m18.993s

LAPS COMPLETED BY DRIVER

LAPS COMPLETED BYTEAM

LAPS COMPLETED BY ENGINE

1  HAMILTON                   331

2 MAGNUSSEN                  278

3 RICCIARDO       266

4 SAINZ            264

5 HULKENBERG     262

6 RUSSELL                                 259

7 BOTTAS                          249

8 RAIKKONEN                                                       245

9 KVYAT                 232

10 VETTEL                231

11 ALBON         221

12 KUBICA       220

13 GROSJEAN                                    209

14 GASLY                                    201

15 PEREZ                                    192

16 STROLL                                    185

17 GIOVINAZZI                                   170

18 LECLERC                                  168

19 NORRIS                                164

20 VERSTAPPEN                           157

1 MERCEDES                    580

2 RENAULT                               528

3 HAAS                 487

4 WILLIAMS              479

5 TORO ROSSO    453

6 McLAREN                        428

7 ALFA ROMEO                   415

8 FERRARI             399

9 RACING POINT                                    377

10 RED BULL                            358

MERCEDES              1436     FERRARI      1301 RENAULT 956 HONDA 811

WILLIAMS
Car: Williams FW42 Engine: Mercedes Drivers: Robert Kubica (POL), George Russell (GBR)

Car: Mercedes F1 W10 Power unit: Mercedes Drivers: Valtteri
MERCEDES

Times in bold are each driver’s fastest



West will have to wait until Anglesey before being able to wrap-up title
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RESULTS

Donington Rally, MN Circuit Rally Championship, round 6/8, March 3

POS DRIVER/CO-DRIVER CAR TIME
1 Guy Smith/Patrick Walsh Ford Fiesta R5 49m32s
2 Peter Smith/John Millington Ford Fiesta WRC +16s
3 Chris West/Keith Hounslow Peugeot 306 Maxi +36s
4 Joshua Davey/Tamsyn Davey Darrian T90 +1m11s
5 Frank Bird/Jack Morton Ford Focus +1m45s
6 Paul Swift/Jessica Swift Ford Escort Mk2 +2m32s
7 Steve Tilburn/Jack Tilburn Ford Escort RS2500 +2m55s
8 John Griffiths/Nigel Wetton Subaru Impreza +3m07s
9 Philip Hopkins/David Jenkins Mitsubishi Evo +3m23s
10 Craig Fleming/Alex Fleming Subaru Impreza +3m34s

Event class winners: Smith/Walsh; West/Hounslow; Davey/Davey; Mark Jones/Anthony Windle (MG ZR); Mark Clayton/
Nic Clayton (Austin Mini); Nathalie McGloin/Andrew Bayliss (Porsche Cayman S), Paul Gorge/Daniel Hurst (Mazda MX-5).
MN class winners: Dale Lawson/Andrew Lawson (MG ZR); Paul Sheard/Bruce Lindsay (MX-5); Davey/Davey; West/
Hounslow; Griffiths/Wetton.

F
ather and son
went head-to-head
in the Donington
Rally last weekend,
with Guy Smith
pipping his elder
for a second MN

Circuit Rally Championship
victory of the season.

The 2003 Le Mans 24 Hours winner
battled a spring storm and the constant
threat from father Peter Smith
throughout the day, only taking the
advantage after the interval as the
Ford Fiesta pairs dominated to end
Chris West’s rampant winning streak.

“I stupidly gave away all my secrets,”
joked valiant runner-up Peter Smith
after he and co-driver John Millington
missed out by 16 seconds.

Rain was expected and duly arrived
as clear morning skies were soon
punctuated by showers, which
immediately switched advantage
to the four-wheel-drive Fiestas.

More unexpected, though, was the
leaderboard after a hesitant opening
stage. Buoyed on by recent Jack Frost
Stages Rally success, initial bragging
rights went the way of Peter Smith as
he went 5s quicker than Cadwell Park
victor Guy Smith to throw a curveball
into the family dice.

The latter quickly hit back, but
was first to be caught out by the
conditions when he spun away 11s
on stage three of the seven.

“It’s slippery around the Melbourne
loop and out the back,” said the
younger Smith. “People have been
saying fuel spray from passing
planes is causing a bit of that.”

He wasn’t the only frontrunner to
be caught out. Mother Nature made
wrapping up a second consecutive
MN title an arduous task for series
leader West. Stage one conditions
were “not quite wet enough” for wet
Michelins according to co-driver Keith
Hounslow after an uncharacteristically
tentative start for the two-wheel-drive
Peugeot 306 Maxi crew.

Losing 29s on the opening stage
alone, spins on stages four and six
kept the 306 pair too far adrift despite
fighting to a brace of stage wins of
their own in between.

The storm proved unrelenting in
the afternoon but Guy Smith showed
his circuit racing experience as the
lead finally changed hands in his
favour on stage five.

Although Peter Smith improved
his time by eight seconds on the repeat
run of the stage, he still surrendered
the lead to his son as the younger
Smith took his third stage victory of
the day with a rapid run 6s faster than
his previous best.

“I knew he could pull it out,” said
Peter Smith after conceding the lead
and being unable to prevent the
inevitable, as Smith Jr and Patrick
Walsh grabbed a second win of the
season with a blistering final run.

“The weather’s been wild, but it’s
been a really good day for us,” said
the winner afterwards. “[Peter]’s
been amazing for his age; remember
he’s nearly 70 now.”

West had to settle for best of the rest
in third to extend his series lead to a
gaping 90 points, unable to seal the
title early but setting himself up
to complete the job next time out
at Anglesey.

“Overall, I’m still really pleased to
have only been beaten by two mega cars
with very good drivers in them,” said
West afterwards. “We were the best
2WD car by miles today, and it amazes
me every time we go out just how good
this car is, and it’s getting quicker.”

Another reliable outing for the
Darrian T90 was rewarded with fourth
place for the rapid Josh Davey, making
considerable gains from a measured
return last month at Snetterton.

Formula Renault Eurocup racer
Frank Bird – son of banned rally
driver Paul – came home a very
respectable fifth on his first ever
rally after being called up as a late
replacement from the reserve entries.

CLASS ROUND-UP

A flurry of late drama in Class B 
went in favour of Mark Clayton and 
Nic Clayton in their spectacular 
Austin Mini.

Their joy came at the expense of 
late heartbreak for Bob Vardy, who 
led the class from the start until a 
final stage slip-up under braking 
for Coppice sent him skittering 
into the gravel.

“It was a typical front-wheel drive 
off in conditions like these,” said rival 
Paul Sheard, who was following the 
Ford Fiesta on the road at the time.

Vardy’s retirement promoted 
Sheard’s Mazda MX-5 to third in 
class to collect maximum MN 
points once again, despite an 
early misfire costing him in his 
lengthy battle for second with 
Ken Sturdy’s Suzuki Swift.

Dale Lawson moved to within 
four points of Craig Aston’s 
Class A championship lead after 
sealing MN spoils for the second 
consecutive rally in his MG ZR.

Third place was the best he could 
muster in class, finishing 1m10s 
adrift of the similar car of overall 
class winners Mark Jones and 
Anthony Windle.

Previously a navigator for his 
father, Jones enjoyed success in 
the driver’s seat on this occasion 
in an MG ZR benefiting from a 
rebuild after suffering a blown 
engine last year.

His winning margin was 57s 
thanks to six stage wins from 
the seven contested, with Tom 
Bishop’s Vauxhall Nova trailing in 
what was only the third rally for the 
car. “It has been running well all 
day,” said Bishop. “It was slippery 
out there. It was starting to make 
a weird noise as it went on, but 
otherwise it’s gone well.”

Overall and MN success in 
Class C went to Josh Davey for the 
second consecutive rally, backing 
up the Darrian T90’s triumphant 
return at Snetterton.

“It’s been a handful, but we 
haven’t spun,” he said of the 
conditions, reliability woes now 
finally appearing a thing of the 
past. “It feels much better than it 
did at Snetterton, and problems 
look to be going – touch wood.”

Robin Adams (Ford Escort Mk2) 
was over three minutes adrift, while 
Mike English battled the conditions 
in his often-sideways Escort Mk2, 
recovering from engine dramas at 
Snetterton that left the car “needing 
more strength”.

Chris West and Keith Hounslow 
maintained an unbeaten record in 
Class D, as they aim to wrap up 
the overall title at Anglesey after 
winning the battle to be best of 
the 2WD machines.

Overall winner Guy Smith also 
claimed Class E. The top three 
finishers in class were all not 
registered for MN points, meaning 
that accolade instead went to the 
flying Subaru Impreza of John 
Griffiths and Nigel Wetton.

Nathalie McGloin made history 
as the firstGTClasswinner,on
her rallydebut, aftermakinga late
switch to thePorscheCayman
sheuses incircuit racing.

Guy Smith won
by 16 seconds

Davey won again in Darrian

YOUNGERSMITH
WINSFAMILYAFFAIR

After one day of  testing at Teesside, 
the battle-scarred Ford Focus was 
comfortably in the top five – despite 
having a windscreen replacement 
following an altercation with a 
chicane tyre wall.

Sixth place went the way of  another 
series returnee, Paul Swift, joined by 
wife Jessica Swift in the same Ford 
Escort Mk2 he narrowly missed out 
on the title with two years ago.

Unlike that season when he retired 

in similar conditions on stage one of  
the Donington Rally, Swift made the 
finish to keep Steve Tilburn’s RS2500 
at bay. The latter moved up to second 
in the points as a result, helped in the 
afternoon by advice from fellow 
competitor West to “push harder”.

John Griffiths and Nigel Wetton 
were best of  the Subaru Imprezas, 
theirs and the similar car of  Craig 
Fleming sandwiching ninth-placed 
Philip Hopkins in his Mitsubishi Evo.

Le Mans winner beats father to Donington Rally spoils. By Dan Mason
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NATIONAL HOT RODS REPORT

CORNISH CREAM IN CHESHIRE

Paul Lawrence went to the first round of the MN Historic Road Rally Championship

A
near capacity 
field, a fiercely 
competitive 
event and a very 
successful format 
made Saturday’s 
Tour of  Cheshire 

the perfect opener for the 
Motorsport News/HRCR Historic 
Road Rally Championship.

After a relentless day of  rallying in 
the Cheshire lanes and at Oulton Park, 
the key spoils went all the way back to 
Cornwall when son-and-father crew 
Tom and Roger Bricknell took victory in 
their VW Golf  GTi. In a tense finish, the 
Bodmin crew just pipped 2018 winner 
Ian Crammond and 2017 winner Howard 
Warren for a memorable victory.

The Knutsford and District Motor Club 
event marked the return of MN backing 
for a road-based rally championship. Not 
sincetheendof themuch-lovedMotoring
NewsRoadRallyChampionshipin1987has
thispaperbackedsuchacompetition.The
backinghelpsmarkthe25thanniversary
of theHistoricRallyCarRegister
championshipandtheclubmansroadrally
sceneisinremarkablygoodhealth.

Linedupinthecarparkof theBickerton

Poacher on Saturday morning were 80 
pre-’86 rally cars, ranging from Elliott 
Dale’s 1937 Bentley Derby Special (the lone 
pre-war car) to the 1984 Datsun Stanza of  
Simon Mellings. In between were Porsche 
911s, Mini Coopers, Ford Escorts, Golf  
GTis, Volvo Amazons and even the humble 
Morris Minor of  Brian and Janette Dwelly.

Ahead of  them lay 100 miles of  regularity 
sections in a total route of  165 miles and 
10 timed special tests in the grounds of  
Bolesworth Castle and on the low-grip 
rally stage at Oulton Park. The sting in the 
tail was a deciding 19-mile regularity test 
using more of  the Bolesworth estate and 
demanding strict adherence to average 
speeds and pin-point navigation.

The pace on the public roads, with 
suitably low average speeds, may have 
been rather tamer than in the good old 
days of  road rallying, but the competition 
was no less intense and the top of  the field 
waspackedwithseasonedcampaigners.

NewchampionshipsecretaryMartin
Phaff said:“We’vegotpeoplecompeting
whogobacktothegoodolddaysof
theMotoringNewsChampionship
includingPeterValentine,whowonthe
championshipwithKevinVidean,Roger
Powley,BrianGoff andPeterRushforth.

The first time I won a Motoring News 
point Peter was the clerk of  the course 
on the Targa Rusticana. 

“Nick Bloxham, son of  John, is competing 
and John won the MN championship 50 
years ago, using a Lancia Fulvia, so we’ll get 
him out in my car at some point this year.” 
On Saturday, Phaff’s chauffeur was 
former WRC co-driver Fred Gallagher.

Across the special tests, Bricknell, 
Crammond/Matthew Vokes (Mercedes 
280SL) and Warren and Iain Tullie (Porsche 
911) were virtually inseparable and just 
one second covered the three cars. However, 
Crammond spent much of the day chasing 
back from a couple of  costly regularity 
errors and a blistering performance on 
the final section catapulted the Merc into 
second, two seconds down on Bricknell 
and three up on Warren.

“That was a good day,” said Bricknell after 
his first ToC victory. “It’s a long haul from 
BodminandIreallyenjoyedthesections
inBolesworth.”Crammondwasequally
pleaseddespiteadmittingtotwomassive
overshootsinthefinalsection.Warren
justmissedoutonafourthToCwinbut
wasfullof praisefortheevent.“Thelast
regularitywasamazing,”hesaid.“That’s
areallygoodstarttothechampionship.”

Winners Tom and 
Roger Bricknell

Ian Crammond and Matthew Vokes pushed hard

Chris Haird was tracked down in the Birmingham final by Billy Wood

National Hot Rods
By Graham Brown

Organiser: Incarace When: March 2 Where: Birmingham Wheels
Raceway Starters: 26

As the National Hot Rods restarted
their World Series campaign, it
was Chris Haird who drew first
blood at the back-to-work event
in Birmingham.

Despitenotop-fivefinishineitherheat
itwasstillatypicalworkmanlikejobby
Hairdthroughoutthemeeting,turning
uptheheattowinthefeatureraceand
fendingoff atoughchallengefromBilly
Woodalongtheway.

The26-carentrywasquitesufficientfor
aneveningof difficultdrivingconditions,
continuoussquallyshowersmeaning
thatthetrackchangedalmostminuteby
minute.Thatentryalsoincludedthree
welcomedebutantsintheshapeof Mark
Shelper,StefanLloydandLanceBowen,

aswellasthebrandnewPeugeot205Evo
IIIof LeeCarlin.

Withdrizzleintheair,thefirstheat
tookplaceonamoreorlessdrytrack,
thefieldstormingawaywithIvan
Graysonattheheadof it.

Graysonswiftlylosttheadvantageto
ShaunTaylor,whowassoonbuilding
onhislead,leavingGraysoninalonely
secondwhileRussWilcox,Alistair
Lowe,ColinHitchandAndyLane
disputedtheplaces.

Movingbeyondhalf distance,Taylor
lookedtohavematterssewnup,only
occasionalclumpsof backmarkers
threateningtounseathim.Buthe
handledthetrafficnicelytoremain
unchallenged,Graysontakingsecond
wellclearof thirdmanLane.

Therainhadmadethetrackreallyslick
forthesecondheat.TaylorandGrayson
wereagainthefirsttoshowandswiftly
settledintothetoptwoplaces.ButLane

hasshowninthepastthathe’spretty
goodinthewetandhisredGinettawas
soonhuntingdowntheleaders.He
forgedpastGraysonandonintothelead,
continuingtopullclearfortheduration.

Infact,themaintalkingpointinthis
racecameaftertheflagwhenTerry
Hunn,havingsufferedaspinafter
contactwithBillyWood,droveintothe
backof Wood’scaratfulltilt.Thesteward
sentHunnforanearlybath,whileWood
wasabletogethisinitialdisqualification
overturnedfollowingaprotest.

Taylorlookedtobeonforanothergood
resultinthefinal.But,withtherain
haltedagainandadrylineappearing,
tyrechoicewascritical–andTaylor’s
wasn’ttherightone.Hestill ledaway
andleftfellowfrontrowmanLane
behindastheGinettaalsostruggled
badlyonthechangedtrack.Itsoon
becameclear,however,thatthemen
normallyoccupyingtheupperreaches

Haird’s first blood as Hot Rods roll again

An eclectic mix of 80 historic cars took to the test

of the points chart were the ones 
handling the conditions best.

Haird was on a real charge and rapidly 
hit the front, with Wood chasing him. 
Following a first heat non-start with 
technical issues, Shane Bland wasn’t 
long in moving up to third in this one 
ahead of  Kym Weaver, Jack Blood, 
Carl Waller-Barrett and Gavin Murray.

Wood was just starting to look as 
though he might be able to get on terms 
with the leader in any case when the 
yellows came out for a couple of  stranded 
cars. That brought Wood right onto 
Haird’s tail and produced the prospect 
of  a real fight to the finish. The world 

champion had the pressure on right from 
the green flag too but Haird kept his cool 
and the lead in masterful fashion, Bland 
crossing the line a quarter of  a lap 
behind them to claim third. 
Results
Heat one: 1 Shaun Taylor (Vauxhall Tigra); 2 Ivan Grayson (Vauxhall 
Tigra); 3 Andy Lane (Ginetta G40R); 4 Alistair Lowe (Vauxhall 
Tigra); 5 Colin Hitch (Peugeot 206); 6 David York (Vauxhall 
Tigra); 7 Aaron Dew (Ginetta G40R); 8 Carl Waller-Barrett 
(Vauxhall Tigra). Heat two: 1 Lane; 2 Taylor; 3 Grayson; 4 York; 
5 Dew; 6 Chris Haird (Vauxhall Tigra); 7 Paul Gomm (Vauxhall 
Tigra); 8 Lowe. Final: 1 Haird; 2 Billy Wood (Vauxhall Tigra); 
3 Shane Bland (Vauxhall Tigra); 4 Gavin Murray (Vauxhall Tigra); 
5 Waller-Barrett; 6 Jack Blood (Vauxhall Tigra); 7 Grayson; 
8 Chris Crane (Vauxhall Tigra); 9 Taylor; 10 Dew. Standings 
(after 8/14 rounds): 1 Haird 312; 2 Jason Kew 287; 3 Rob 
McDonald 285; 5 Murray 276; 5 Wood 272; 6 Kym Weaver 249. 

Tour of Cheshire
1 Tom Bricknell/Roger Bricknell (VW Golf GTi) 1061 marks; 2 Ian Crammond/Matthew Vokes (Mercedes 280SL) 
1063; 3 Howard Warren/Iain Tullie (Porsche 911) 1066; 4 Darell Staniforth/Nicky Staniforth (Mini Cooper S) 
1118; 5 Richard Isherwood/Ian Canavan (VW Golf GTi) 1123; 6 Martyn Taylor/Amy Henchoz (Vauxhall Astra) 
1132; 7 Andrew Buzzard/Robb Lyne (Ford Escort Mk1); 8 Mark Turner/Gary Evans (Talbot Sunbeam) 1224; 
9 Clive Martin/Anji Martin (Ford Escort Mk1) 1225; 10 Brian Whyte/Elise Whyte (Datsun Stanza) 1239.

RESULTS
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CURTAIN COMES DOWN
ON RACING AT BALLYMENA
Short oval to shut down as promoter decides to stand down

By Matt James

Ballymena Raceway in Northern 
Ireland will shut down as the 
promoter Aubrey Arbuthnot 
has decided to leave the venue.

The circuit, which first opened in 
1969, has hosted a variety of  categories 
over its years of  operation and was 
a central venue for the Northern 

Ireland Hot Rod scene. Arbuthnot 
has been in charge of  the short oval, 
which is based on the perimeter of  
Northern Ireland Premier League 
club Ballymena FC, since 1990.

The site is council-owned, but racing 
will now cease as no new promoter will 
take over and there have been various 
disputes between the football club, 
the racing scene and the council.

In a statement, Arbuthnot said: 
“It has not been an easy decision to 
make. I feel I have served my time, 
having been involved with stockcar 
racing since 1972 and currently being 
the longest standing member of  the 
Oval Racing Council. 

“The promotion apologise to their 
registered drivers and also  to raceway 
supporters for this late notice of  

intentions. Thanks go to all drivers, 
family and friends who have supported 
the raceway. I also wish to thank all the 
fans for their support over my 30 years 
and also all staff, workers and loyal 
supporters together with St John’s 
Ambulance  crews.”

A rescheduled roster of  short 
oval races in Northern Ireland is 
currently being devised.

SimonKingsleymadethe long trip to
Hampshire fromYorkshireworthwhile
to lead theWalsinghamSporting
Trialalldayandwin inaconvincing
manner fromreigningMSAchampion
IanWright,whoslippedupacoupleof
timesduring thesecondroundof
sections,asconditionsdriedslightly.

ThepodiumwascompletedbyRichard
SharponnearlydoubleKingsley’s
winningscore.AndyWilkswonthe
blue independentclass in fourth,with
BTRDAchairmanStuartBeare just
behind.GeorgeWatson fadedas the
daywenton, to finish insixthoverall.

MarkHowse inhispost-historic
Facksimile finishedabrilliantseventh
overall andbest red live-axle, just three
pointsaheadof topclubmanPhilHaines
andAndyGowenwhotied.Gowen is
normally found in thepassengerseat
andmadeararechangeofposition.

Five-timeNorthern IrelandAutotest
championStevenFerguson tooka
narrowwinoveranotherquintuple
title-holderPeterGrimes in thisyear’s
opening round inCountyTyrone.

Despiteapylonpenaltyon the first test,
Grimeswas just0.8sbehindat theend,
with JamesWilsonclosebehind in third
place.NovadriverDavidThompsonwas
next,withotherclasswins forAshley
LamontandSamBowden.

Duncan Stephens, Paul Phelan

Walsingham Sporting Trial
Organiser: 750MC. When: March 3. Where: Queen
Elizabeth Park, Petersfield. Starters: 33.
1 Simon Kingsley (Crossle); 2 Ian Wright (Sherpa Indy) +10 
points; 3 Richard Sharp (Cartwright); 4 Andy Wilks (Crossle); 
5 Stuart Beare (Sherpa Indy); 6 George Watson (Hamilton); 
7 Mark Howse (Facksimile); 8 Phil Haines (Facksimile); 
9 Andy Gowen (Facksimile); 10 Sam Beare (Sherpa).

Northern Ireland Autotest
Organisers: Autotest Drivers’ Club. When: March 2. Where: 
Loughry College Campus, Cookstown, County Tyrone. 
Starters: 34.
1 Steven Ferguson (Mini-Nova Special); 2 Peter Grimes 
(Mini-Nova Special) +0.8s; 3 James Wilson (Mini Special); 
4 David Thompson (Nova); 5 Chris Grimes (Mini-Nova 
Special); 6 Ashley Lamont (Westfield); 7 Mark King (Nova); 
8 Sam Bowden (Mini); 9 Paul Mooney (Nova); 10 Jonni 
McDaid (Mini). 

The circuit surrounds 
a football ground

SPORTING SCENE

Irish Rallycross
By Paul Phelan
Organiser: Carlow Car Club. When: March 3. Where: Mondello
Park, County Kildare. Starters: 61.

Triple Irish champion Derek Tohill
started the day as firm favourite to
open the new Irish Rallycross
season with another win, but
his hopes were thwarted by the
weather which forced a halt to the
proceedings after two of the six
semi-finals in the interests of safety.

Heavy rain showers gradually
turned into sleet, which in
turn became heavy snow as the
afternoon wore on.

This same weekend last year

featured a total cancellation of
Irish motorsport for the same
reason, except that it started a
day earlier before any car had
turned a wheel in anger.

In the heats, Tohill’s Ford Fiesta
had clinched pole for the Supercar
Final, while his main rival Noel
Greene’s Mitsubishi Mirage was
a mechanical casualty.

That left the Morris brothers,
Darragh and Michael (Subaru
Imprezas), as the champion’s
potential closest challengers
before things were halted.

In the Modified division, former
overall title holder Willie Coyne
claimed pole in his Vauxhall Corsa

on a tie-break from Peter McGarry
in Tohill’s two-wheel-drive Ford
Fiesta (as his own VX220 wasn’t
ready in time). The Vauxhall Corsa
of Dick Sheenan headed the Rally
Cars after the three heats, ahead of
the Peugeot 205 of Patrick Donoghue,
while David Maher topped the table
for the Ford Fiestas.

Jack Byrne led the Junior class from
Christopher Grimes and Loughan
Farrell, with Ronan Mackle heading
Martin McAteer in the Buggy section.

The next championship round will
be at Tynagh, in County Galway, on
April 7, with the series organisers now
faced with the task of how to allocate
points for Sunday’s curtailed outing.

Points situation unclear as poor weather halts play at Mondello Park opener

Hansens reunited with refreshed attack on World Rallycross Championship
Kenneth Hansen has succeeded 
in reviving his own World 
Rallycross team for the 
2019 season. 

The squad, which will be called 
Hansen Motorsport MJP, will 
field Peugeot 208 WRX Supercars 
for the Swede’s sons Timmy 
and Kevin. 

Hansen ran a works-backed World 
RX programme as Team Peugeot-
Hansen from 2014-2017 until 
Peugeot Sport took the rallycross 
team in house and continued to 
employ the Hansen family. But 
Peugeot withdrew from the 

category at the end of last year
after the switch to using electric
cars in the series was delayed.

Hansen’s team has acquired
2018-specification 208s, the same
car that Sebastien Loeb used to
win the Belgian round last year
before Peugeot introduced a new
version of the car for the second
half of the season.

Hansen, a 14-time European
Rallycross champion, said: “As a
family, rallycross has been a big
part of our lives for as long as I can
remember and, after our setback
towards the end of 2018, we worked

harder than ever to put together a
deal to secure our place this year.

“It was a real last-minute
agreement, but we are here and
ready to race with a small but
efficient team made up of some
of the most talented people in this
sport. In the Peugeot 208 WRX,
we know we have a car with race-
winning pedigree, and both Timmy
and Kevin have repeatedly proven
their potential on the World
Championship stage.”

Both Hansen brothers will also
compete in the new GRC Europe
series this year.

Ekstrom’s team returns
with Szabo in an Audi
Despite owner Mattias Ekstrom
announcing in December thathis
EKS World Rallycross squadwouldnot
be present in the series in 2019,the
team will run a 2018-specification
Audi S1 for Krisztian Szabo thisyear.

Following back-to-back titlesinthe
Euro RX Super1600 championshipwith
Volland Racing, Szabo graduatedto
Supercar last year with EKSforthe
final two rounds of  the EuroRXseason
and finished on the podium inFrance,
driving a year-old S1.

Szabo, 29, said “Since the beginningof
my career, I have been dreamingabout
racing in World RX. M attiasannounced
last year that he will stop racingin2019,
which means he has more timetofocus
on managing the team. My goalistowin
the World Championship andtofinish
in the top three in as many racesasIcan.
This is a ‘now or never’ opportunity.” Szabo will handle an EKS Audi S1

Timmy Hansen will have a busy year in World RX and in GRC Europe in 2019

IRISH RALLYCROSS

ROUND-UP
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MN does not always agree with opinions expressed in letters

        GOT AN OPINION? LET US KNOW: LETTERS@MOTORSPORT-NEWS.CO.UK

WE NEED YOU!
GET INVOLVED WITH MN
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Motorsport News
1 Eton Street, 
Richmond,
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MN SAYS...
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Photographs must be of a good quality and please send no more than three images

Now there can be no more F1 excuses

John Gorton braved the cold on a visit to Rally Sweden and papped Gus GreensmithDonington Park reverberated to the sound of this gorgeous Osella. By Rich Cranston

Race Retro live action, by Paul Trueman

Gerallt Price snapped David Bogie

Cambrian fun, taken by Nigel Bland

Stunt Fest at Santa Pod Raceway, taken by Peter Atkins. Thankfully, this ended well

Iain Trice also visited Snetterton Stages

Snetterton Stages, by David Harbey

Aiden Moffat, from Martin Cooper

Watching the onboard footage of Sebastian Vettel’s fastest lap during testing in Barcelona last week, it looked so simple and unflustere
The Scuderia, according to most of the experts trackside, has stolen a march on the rest in the early stages of the year at least. That shou
set up a tantalising season. 

World champion Lewis Hamilton has admitted that the red cars are likely to be the big rivals to Mercedes domination. Toto Wolff has pointed it out too, and
has Valtteri Bottas. There are some furrowed brows in Brackley, and genuine optimism elsewhere. Looking deeper into what we’ve learned, Charles Leclerc
looks like the real deal alongside Vettel, and the Honda partnership with Red Bull seems like it will reap some strong rewards.

Then there’s rookies Alex Albon, Lando Norris and George Russell to assess, and there is a spring in the step of Kimi Raikkonen in the rebranded Alfa Rom
machine. We don’t know all the answers yet, but the prospects are certainly intriguing.
Matt James, Editor (Twitter: @MattJMNews)

The grand prix teams will be heading to Melbourne and 2019 looks very open

ART EDITOR MIKE STOKOE’S
FAVOURITE OF 
THE WEEK!

Duncan Stephens’s photograph of a BMW from the recent Chairman’s Car Trial
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NEXT WEEK OUT WEDNESDAY, MARCH 13

LISTINGSTV GUIDE
LIVE TV

LIVE WRC

Head Down Under for the
first round of the Australian
Supercars Championship
from the streets of Adelaide.

Scott McLaughlin came into
the season as the man to beat
having won his first Supercars
title last season.

At the wheel of the new Ford
Mustang, would he be able to

carry on where he left off ?
Find out on Friday (1400-

1600hrs, BT Sport 1).
And catch highlights from

the opening event of the Irish
National Rally Championship
on the Birr Stages. All the best
thrills and spills will be shown
on Saturday (0930-1000hrs, BT
Sport 2).McLaughlin was man to beat

RALLY
SATURDAY

Bishopscourt 
Circuit
McGrady Insurance 
Stages
Starts 0930hrs
Admission TBC
Web bishopscourt.org

Cockermouth, 
Cumbria
Malcolm Wilson Rally
Starts 0700hrs
Admission TBC
Web malcolmwilson.co.uk

SUNDAY
Epynt Ranges, 

Powys
Tour of Epynt
Starts 0840hrs
Admission free
Webptmconline.com

Detailscorrectat timeof
pressbutpleasecheck
before travelling

Jaguar I-Pace 
eTrophy: Hong Kong

Race: Sunday, 0545-0645hrs, 
BT Sport 3

Formula E: 
Hong 
Kong

Race: Sunday, 
0730-0930hrs, 
BBC Two/0730-
0930hrs, BT Sport
3/Eurosport 2

IndyCar: 
St Petersburg

Race: Sunday, 1630-2030hrs, Sky 
Sports F1

NASCAR:Phoenix
Race:Sunday,1900hrs,Premier

Sports2

Rally 
Mexico, 
BT Sport
Friday

SS1: 0200-
0300hrs, BT Sport 3

Saturday
End of day 1

review: 0500-
0530hrs, BT Sport 2

SS15: 1700-
1800hrs, BT Sport 
ESPN

Sunday
End of day 2 

review: 0500-
0530hrs, BT Sport 3

SS21: 1800-
1930hrs, BT Sport
ESPN

Monday
End of day 3 

review: 0530-
0600hrs, BT Sport 3

Red Bull TV
End of day 1 

review: Saturday, 
0400-0430hrs

SS15:Saturday,
1650hrs

End of day 2 
review: Sunday, 
0400-0430hrs

End of day 3 
review: Monday, 
0400-0430hrs

5 Spike
Highlights:

Monday,1900-
2000hrs

FAVOURITE LIVERIES 1990s STEFAN MACKLEY’S TOP THREE PICKS

Mazda 787B
More cars should have orange in their liveries and the 1991 Le Mans 24
Hour-winning Mazda 787B is a perfect example of a racing machine that
looks quick and was quick. If the bright orange and green didn’t grab your
attention, the rotary 26B Wankel engine wailing in the back certainly
would have.

Williams Renault
Laguna
While the 1997 Williams Renault
Laguna may have had a more
distinctive livery, playing video
game TOCA 2 meant I grew up
battling the Blend 37 liveried cars
driven by Alain Menu and Jason
Plato. A simple design, mostly a
dark green with flashes of yellow,
it was one of the more memorable
liveries from the British Touring Car
Championship’s Super Touring era.

Benetton B190
The Benetton team was known
for its eccentric liveries in the late
1980s and early ’90s. And the one
used in 1990 on the team’s B190
was no exception. You either loved
or hated the livery which was made
up of blotches of yellow, red, green
and blue. It really was a unique
spectrum of colours and stood
out in a packed field.

Di Grassi

Tanak leads points

WRC RALLY
MEXICO

IS THERE TOO MUCH NATIONAL RACING?

FORMULA E HITS THE STREETS OF

REPORT
HONG 
KONG


















