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Under the skin of a bonkers modern-day Cosworth

BLOGK CREATES THE
ULTIMATE ESCORT

ByDavid Evans
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Global rally sensation Ken Block will take his Ford Escort
Cosworth - a car builtin Essex - on aworld tour to include
the Donegal Rally and Goodwood Festival of Speed.
Block’s British-built Escort was flown out of Heathrow this
week, bound for a competitive debut at next week’s 100 Acre
Wood Rally in America. It then competes in New Zealand before
headingto Donegal. Block told MN: “I've always been fascinated
byrallyinginIreland and Donegal is an event I've always paid
alotof attention to. 'mreally looking forward to getting
outthere and goingdownthoselanes.”
Fullstory, p2-3
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Wanted:The Formula 1 season to start
already. Apply:Motorsport fans.

By David Evans

Ken Block’s modernised Ford
Escort Cosworth will become
the mostviewed rally carin
the world thisyear—and it
was built by Essex firm MDV
Specialist Engineering.

The American Gymkhana
staradmitted he wasdrawn to
working with MDV from the
firm’sreputation, butalso the
geographicallocation of it
being close to Boreham.

“That areal know was important
forthe Escort,” Block told MN.
“It’sreally cool that we’re working
with Peter [Bennett, director at
MDV]and the guysthere -
especially because he worked at
Boreham as well. But not only was
therally development donein that

Block has tackled the WRC

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

area, butinthe1990sitwasa
trendy place togo and drive them,;
Iknow there were some beach-
front places where everybody
used togocruisinginthesecars.”
Block’sEscortisessentially a
modern spin ona1990s classic.
When his original 1991 Escort
Cosworth burned outonthe
New England Forest Rally in
Junelastyear, it wastimetodo
somethingthe same, but different.
“Ilove that shape and design of
car, butit wasalittle unreliable,”
Block said. “We’ve made changes
tothe cartomakeitmorereliable,
butalsomore funtodrive.I'm
really happy with the progress
andhow it’sall cometogether.”
Block will drive the car at next
week’s 100 Acre Wood Rally in
Missouri beforeitis shippedto
New Zealand for the Whangarei
Rally (May). The Escort Cosworth
thensailsforIreland and June’s
Donegal International, the
Goodwood Festival of Speed’snext
amonth later with Gymkhana
Grid (Poland, September)and
Rallylegend (October) concluding
the ‘Cossie World Tour.’

Modernised car to tour the world

CompetinginIrelandis
something Block had tried todo
previously, butit was difficult
tofind away around the
International Sporting Code,
which dictates that current
generation World Rally Carscan
only compete at the highestlevel
of international rallying.

Block said: “I’'ve always been
fascinated by rallyingin Ireland.
There’ssuch abigfanbasefor the
sportoutthereandthere’ssucha
wide variety of carsout therefrom
older World Rally Carsto GroupB
stuff.IwenttoIreland todrive my
first Group B car, whenIgot the
chancetodrive Enda Garvey’s
RS200.1t was amazing.

“The culturearoundrallying
inIrelandissointeresting—and
even beingabig Colin [McRae]
fan, it was where he took his
Escorttodriveit whichmadeit
even more interesting. ButI've
always paid attention toDonegal,
that’stheoneIwantedtodo.”

Block’steam manager Derek
Dauncey contacted MDV having
seenitswork onavariety of
previous projects, including
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the McRae Enduro and Mark
Rennison’s Pikes Peak Ford RS200.

“We werein Spain forlast year’s
WRCround when the latest designs
forthe car camethrough,” said
Dauncey. “It wasareal ‘wow’
moment.Isaid to Ken that we
really had todo this. AndIreally
wanted to work with MDV.”

The car had been widened to
runat current World Rally Car
regulations of 1875mm. The engine
remains aperiod two-litre unit,
butincludesa Smith and Jones
cylinder head from Shropshire
with the work completed by
Heathfield-based expert Julian
Godfrey. Withits 3dmmrestrictor
inplaceit will generate around
340bhp-with an extra 30bhp
added with a 36mm restrictor
for New Zealand.

“Without therestrictor, we could
belookingataround 700bhp,” said
Dauncey. “And we’ll berunning
the side exhaust on some events
like Goodwood. Basically, we’ve
putmodern running gear and
Cosworth WRC-specelectronics
into an Escort Cosworth.”

The FFD seven-speed gearbox

used by Francois Delecourin the
early 1990s has been dispatched
infavour of a Sadev six-speed
sequential. Sadev supplies
allthetransmission, but,inan
efforttomake the car more
reliable, activefront and centre
differentials have been ditched
infavour of mechanical units.
Reiger suspension hasbeenfitted
torevised suspension points.
“There’sahuge amount of
work goneintothiscar,” said
Dauncey. “Weranthecaratan
airfield the day before it went
totheairportandit was great.
Honestly, Itake somuch pride
inthe way we’ve used British
engineeringinthiscarandthejob
MDYV hasdone. Atthesametime,
Sadevin France hasbeen fantastic
with usaswell.Iwrote onthe wall
atMDV ‘Justalittle bitfurther...’
andeverybody’s gonejustalittle
bit further with thisone.”
Bennettechoed those sentiments,
adding: “It’s quite extraordinary
when you think where the car’s
going and how many people are
goingtoseeitthatit wasbuilt
right hereinthe wilds of Essex.”

Afundamental change of
directionin how the car was
made left Bennett and hisMDV
team with just 19 weeks to
complete work he would usually
have spent up tonine monthson.

“Thetimescale was abit
ridiculous,” he said, “but we got
itdone. We had guys sleeping
here and working through the
night—we knew the deadline
and we got there.”

Bennett was part of the team
responsible for the original Ford
Escort RS Cosworth, which made
its World Rally Championship
debutin1993.

“Ihadagood stintat Boreham
from 1988 until 2004,” said Bennett.
“It’s good that we’ve done this work
atourplace, which isonly about 40
minutesfrom Boreham.It’sbeen
interestingtothink about where
the Escort Cosworth would have
ended up. Itonly feelslike a few
yearsago, butit was 1992 that we
were workingonit.Idon’texpect
thenew cartobeeverybody’s cup
of tea, but we’vetaken the car
whereit would have ended up
if ithad beenrunningtoday.”
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The specially built Ford Escort Cosworth was shaken down by Block at Boreham
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sFerrari chief Binottg dnwnplays his squad’s form
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F1 ROUND-UP

Kubicaunprepared
Williams driver Robert Kubica
believes he is only “20%”
prepared for the firstrace of the
2019 Formula 1 season. Kubica
managed just268 laps in pre-
season testing - fewerthan any
otherdriveronthe2019 grid -
after Williams’s late arrival in
Barcelona. “That’s the situation,

I cannot change it,” Kubica said.

“l have to make sure we are doing
everything what we can, from my
side. Coming back after eight
years, probably | know 20% of the
things that | should know before
going to Australia. Therestis
unknown. | haven’tdone longer
than 15 laps[in a] long run. There is
alot of question marks. But that’s
the reality, we cannot change it.” Binotto thinks Mercedes will be a threat
Ferrariinvestigation
Ferrari will continue to investigate the
rim failure that caused Sebastian Vettel
to crash during the second week of F1
testingin Barcelona. The German
crashed into the Tecpro barriers after

he lost control of his car at Turn 3 during
the morning session on Wednesday.
Ferrari concluded the front-left wheel
rim had failed after being damaged by an
externalimpact. “We believe the issue
was arim failure but because the rim has
been damaged by an external hit when
running on the track, so the type of thing
we can not avoid,” said Ferrari boss
Mattia Binotto. “I thinkit's been a very
unlucky situation. But we will still make
sure and look deeper in all the details

Ferrari was team
to beat in testing

and data, eventually, to address any
issue that may be still potential[ly there].”

GPs in doubt

The Mexican Grand Prix organisers
say they have missed a deadline
for provisional 2020 F1 calendar
inclusion, atatime when fiveraces
are in doubt for nextyear. The event
recently lost its central government
support, while the contracts of the
F1races in Spain, Britain, Germany
and Italy all expire this season, and
no new agreements have been
signed. None of them are therefore
guaranteed a place on nextyear’s
schedule at present. A statement
issued by the Mexican organisers
said thattherace had lostits
preferred date on the F1 schedule
but negotaitions are continuing
tofind an alternative solution.

Renault’s target
Renault has hit the “high” initial target

it set forits 2019 F1 engine, according
toits technical director Remi Taffin. The
French manufacturer has trailed
Mercedes and Ferrariin the V6 turbo-
hybrid engine era. However, Renault
said anew engine design heralded
a“substantial” step forward over the
winter, which it says has been validated
by the on-track running in pre-season
testing over the last two weeks.
“Everything we actually developed and
measured on the dyno were the same
as what we see out ontrack,” added
Taffin. “I think we hit our targets.”

By Scott Mitchell

Lewis Hamilton thinks Mercedes
could trail Ferrari by as much
as half asecond as Formula 1
pre-season testing concluded.
Ferrari set the fastest time of testing,
although Hamilton closed to within
just three thousandths of a second
onthefinal afternoon of the second
Barcelona testlast week.
But Hamilton believes Ferrari’s
advantageisreal, although he

alotfrom this test and there will be
some modes that we try to implement.

“The carisold now, it’s worn and
torn, so we’ll have new components.
All that stuff will come along. So,
it’sinteresting.”

Mercedes introduced a major aero
update for the start of last week’s
second test, following alow-key start
toits preparations at Barcelonathe
previous week.

But, while Valtteri Bottasis
convinced that the revamped wing

of matching Ferrari.

“Itisbetter. Butif it’senough, thatis
the big question mark,” Bottas said.

“Idefinitely feel improvements since
last week with the stability of the car,
and with the overall downforce of the
car. But we definitely feel that we
haven’tunlocked everything that
thereistounlock.

“Wedo stillneed to make
improvements for sure but atleast
we have some time after testing to
againlearn morefor Australia.”

admitted heis “not quite sure”

what the true gapis.

“Ithinkit’spotentially half a
second,” he said. “Somethinglike
that, potentially. We will be analysing

and nose have produced a step forward
in overcoming some of the handling
issuesthat marred thefirst test,
hethinkstheteamisnotyetina
position whereit can be confident

But Ferrari chief Mattia Binotto has
downplayed his squad’s performance,
insistingit’s “completely wrong” to
suggest Ferrarihas a significant

advantage ahead of thefirstrace.

Alonso to test 2019 McLaren as part of his new ‘ambassador’ role with team

Fernando Alonso will test
McLaren’s2019 Formula 1
caraspartof anewroleas
team “ambassador”.

The two-time world
championrejoined McLaren
in 2015 but opted to step away
from grand prixracingfor’19
after years of uncompetitive
machinery, and amid an urge
to compete elsewhere.

Alonsohad already been

confirmed torace for McLaren

in this year’sIndianapolis
500, but his much-speculated
involvementinthe F1team’s
testing programme has now
beenfirmed up as well.

Hewilldrive at “selected
teststosupportthe
development of MCL34 and
MCL35for2020”, McLaren
has confirmed.

McLaren will have four
official testdays duringthe
season. Two of them must

be completed by rookie drivers “Wehave the Indianapolis
whohavenot competedin 500in May of course, which
morethantwo grandsprix,but Iamlookingforwardto
Alonso would befreetodrive immensely, but thisisjust
oneitherof theothertwodays. thebeginningof many

“I'said beforeIstopped things we can do together.
racingin Formula1last year “Iamparticularly

passionate about nurturing
youngtalent, whether that’s
with my own team or helping

thatIseemyself with McLaren
foralongtimetocome,solam
delighted at thisnew role and

the ability to stay closely thenew generation of F1
involved withtheteamIfeelis  driversatMcLaren unlock
my spiritual home,” said Alonso. theirtrue potential.”

“Wearesstill trying tolearn our

car, tryingtounderstand thelimit of
performance but also thereliability,”
said Binotto. “These days are very
importantin the preparation of the
entire season.

“I’'mhappy to know that Hamilton

believes we are faster. I believe they
are very strong, I believe Mercedes
will be very, very strongin Australia.

“Itwould be completely wrongto

think today that we’re faster than them.

“Here, we may run different fuel

levels, we’ve got different programmes.
I'mnot expecting them to be behind us,
or [if Mercedesis behind] they will be
very, very close.”

Additional reporting by Jonathan Noble

Spaniard followed testing closely
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Prizes include Red Bull
F1 test and £200,000

Aston Martin is the new official partner
of the Autosport BRDC Award, which
willnow have a £200,000 prize fund.
Theaward beganin 1989 tofind and
supportup-and-coming British drivers.

It crowned 30 winners, including Jenson
Button, David Coulthard, George Russell

and Lando Norris, before McLaren

withdrew its support at the beginning of

2019. Now Aston Martin has steppedin

tocreatethe Aston Martin Autosport

BRDC Young Driver of the Year Award.
Aswell asayet-to-be confirmed share

of the prize fund, the winner will
receiveatestinaRed Bull Formulal
carandarunin Aston Martin’s
Vantage GTE World Endurance
Championship challenger.
Thebasicformat of the award
willremain unchanged. Following
nominations by Autosportreaders,
four British drivers competing below
FIA F3level will be selected for the
competition. Thefinalists will then
havefitness and simulator assessments
atRed Bull Racing’sheadquarters

before atwo-day shootout at
Silverstonein arange of machinery,
including MotorSport Vision F2 cars.

The winner will be selected by a
judging panel thatincludes former
British Racing Drivers’ Club president
and 1992 world sportscar champion
Derek Warwick, and works Aston
Martin driver Darren Turner, who
won the Awardin 1996. The victor
will berevealed at the Autosport
Awardsin December.

Aston Martin Lagonda president

Sporting Scene calendar, pl19

and Group CEO Andy Palmer said:
“Ihavealwaysbelieveditacritical
necessity to develop youngtalent
across the automotive spectrum. This
important new partnership represents
the very best opportunity toplay a
significantrolein the development

of the next generation of British world
champions. The award’sroll of honour
speaksforitself and welook forward to
developingthis programmeintothe
most exciting opportunity forrising
talent in world motorsport.”

Vergne: FE clashes
‘not motorsport’

Reigning FIA Formula E
champion Jean-Eric Vergne says
thenumber of clashesinrecent
racesare ‘“notmotorsport” and
“youdon’tseethisin Formulal”.

Therehave been high-profile
incidentsin three of thefirst
fourraces of the2018/19 season,
with the BMW Andretti drivers
collidingin Marrakech, Vergne,
histeam-mate Andre Lotterer and
Antonio Felix da Costa clashing
togetherin Santiago, and thehuge
accident between Vergne and
Nelson Piquet at Mexico City.

“Thereis massive frustration,”
the DS Techeetah driver said.

“I'gothit, Ispun, the guy [Mitch
Evans] hasno penalty.Igot
overtaken by three cars under
full course yellow and none of
them hasapenalty.

“A guy that overtook cut the
chicane and hitme and doesn’t
have any penalty.

“Solwanttounderstand what
theruleis—maybeit’sanewrule
andnextraceeverybody will hit
each other. It’s already the case.

“I'mnotplaying that gamebut
tomethisisnotmotorsport.

“Idon’tlikethiskind of racing—
youdon'tseethisin Formulal,
likedrivers crashingintoeach
othernon-stop.

“IThopeit will change because
I'mnotenjoyingthisatall.”

Vergne hasbeenleftunhappy

Former BRDC Br1t1sh F3 champ1on

Ahmed to compete in
Japanese Formula 3

Formula 3 European Championship
race winner Enaam Ahmed will join
the Japanese F3 championship with
ThreeBond Racingfor 2019.

Ahmed-who brieflyled the 2018
EuroF3standings—hasmadethe
switch to the Japanese championship
afterfailingtoraise the budget
required tocompetein thenew
Formula 1-supporting FIA F3
Championship, which has succeeded
EuroF3andthe GP3 Series.

“In Europe things were getting
really expensive, and it was very
unrealistic totry to stay there,”
said Ahmed, who won the BRDC
British Formula 3titlein 2017.

“Icouldn’tgetthebacking,sol
decided tobecome a professional
driver at the age of 19 and take the
offer from ThreeBond Racing.”

OVUICK LAPS THE FASTEST NEWS ROUND-UP

Fernando Alonso will run the number
66 on his return to the Indianapolis 500
with McLaren this year. Alonso -who
returns to complete the Indy 500 as the
final part of his bid for the Triple Crown
of motorsport - has opted to use

#66 which is the number with which
McLaren took its first Indy 500 victory

: with Mark Donohue in 1972... Reigning
: NASCAR Cup Series champion Joey

: Loganotook hisfirst victory of the season

: atlLasVegasbyfending offalate-race

: challenge from Penske Ford team-mate

: Brad Keselowski. Logano, who started

: 10th, took the lead midway through the

¢ final stage and resisted Atlanta winner

: Keselowski's advances on the final lap to win

: by0.236 seconds... Reigning Supercars
: champion Scott McLaughlin completed
: aclean sweep for the brand new Ford

: Mustang in Adelaide by taking both

Penske driverled home a Mustang 1-2
: ahead of Cameron Waters in race two,

: and had earlier completed a lights-to-

: flag victory... Ferrari Formula 1 junior Mick
: Schumacher topped the third day of Formula
: 2testingat Jerezfor Prema Racing and

: setthefastesttime of the test. ART Grand

: wins across the weekend. The DJRTeam :
: thefirstand second day. The second test
: began on Tuesday at Barcelona.

Prix's Nyck de Vries set the fastest time on

Ex-Force India and Williams
Formula 1 driver Paul di
Resta will contest the World
Endurance Championship
in 2019/20 with the United
Autosports squad in LMP2.

Filipe Albuquerque and Phil
Hanson, his team-mates at
LeMansin June 2018, with
the trio sharing again at this
year’s Le Mans 24 Hours.
Healso claimed the 2018/19

Di Resta commiits to full WEC campaign with United Autosports

Phil [Hanson]in the

Asian Le Mans Series and
bringing the first LIMP2
championship to the team,
the obvious next stepis
tomove into a world

The Briton will extend his Asian Le Mans Series championship,” said di
relationship with the Anglo-  titletogether with Hanson Resta, who will also drive
American team co-owned aboard a United Ligier- for R-Motorsport’s Aston
by McLaren F1boss Zak Nissan JSP2, havingjoined Martin DTM effortin 2019.
Brown, with which he made the team for an assault “It’s definitely a challenge
his L.e Mans debut last year. onthe IMSA SportsCar Tamup for. We have alittle

Di Resta will race the solo Championship enduros at bit of time to prepare for
United Ligier-Gibson JS the start of last year. it, butI think that United
P217LMP2 car enteredin “Ithink to continue are more than capable of
the WEC together with where we have been with takingiton.”
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Factory-backed Toyota
will now head to Spain

Ingram)enjoys firs tites Gronnew Speedworks imachine atj0ulton Park

By Matt James

The new Team Toyota GB
Corolla British Touring Car
Championship challenger broke
cover at Oulton Park on Friday
lastweek as Tom Ingram ran the
Speedworks Motorsport-built
carforits initial shakedown.

The 2018 BTCC runner-up and
Independents Trophy winner

completed therunin tricky conditions
atthe Cheshire venue. The carhasnow
been taken to Spain where more
intensive development will take place.
“It’san amazingfeelingto get out
on-track inthenew Corolla,” said
Ingram. “Ever since Toyota
officially came on boardlate last
year, everything we’ve done has
been building up to thismoment.
“The carlooksamazing— whichis

credittoall the Speedworks boys, who
have donea crackingjob asalways—
andit’san absolute honourtobe
representing Toyota GB in thisnew
British-built beast.”

Team boss Christian Dick said he
wasthrilled with gettinginitial
mileage onthe new machine.

“Itwasjustarelief to gethereand
makesureitall worked,” Dick said.
“Wedidn’trunfirstthinginthe

morning and the reasons were two-fold:
the circuit was very wet and they were
running the session on the International
layout, which we don’t use. We used that
timetodo anextraspanner check and
sortthrough afew small teethingissues,
butthen we wentin the afternoon.”

The carranat Oulton Parkina
camouflagelivery, but thefull colour
schemeis expected toberevealed at the
BTCCmediaday at the end of March.

Updated Honda Civic Type R made its debut with the factory squad last year

BTC Racing upgrades to latest-spec BTCC Honda Civics

The BTCRacing team will run two
versions of the updated Honda Civic
Type Rmachinesin the 2019 British
Touring Car Championship.

Josh Cook and Chris Smiley will
handle the FK8-specification of the
Japanese hatchback, replacing the
team’s older FK2models. The cars
have been built by Team Dynamics
Motorsport, which will alsofield two
factory-backed models for Matt Neal
and Dan Cammish. Dynamicsand BTC
will have a closer alliance in 2019.

BTCRacingteam boss Steve Dudman
said: “Theteam at Team Dynamics
Motorsportare consummate
professionalsin everythingthey do.
They handle thefineline between us
asacustomer and being their competitor
with complete balance, fairness and
transparency and welook forward to
reaping therewards in 2019for both
teamsinequal measure.”

The cars will also be fitted with the
Neil Brown Engineering-developed
two-litre turbocharged powerplant.

Clio racer Oshorne lands
second MG BTCC seat

Renault UK Clio Cup graduate Sam
Osborne will make hisdebutinthe
British Touring Car Championship
this season after sealinga deal todrive
for Excelr8 Motorsportin an MG®6.

He willline up alongside Rob Smith
intheteam, whichisalsonewtothe
categoryin2019. Osborne, 26, has
previously raced in the Mini Challenge.

“Thisdeal tojointhe BTCC with
Excelr8isabsolutely mega, and
somethingthatI've dreamt of for afew
yearsnow,” said Rotherham-based
Osborne. “Duringmy racing careerI’'ve
alwayslooked for chancestomove up
theladder, and the BTCCis the absolute
pinnacle of saloon carracingin the UK.
Itwillbeaprivilegetobeapartof it.

“Ithinkit will be alearning year all
round for us. I know Excelr8 well from
my timein the Mini Challenge, and
I'veraced against Rob Smith for afew
years, too. However, the MG6 GTs will
beanew challenge to both the team
and usdrivers. But we all work well
together, soIexpectustobeabletoput
togetherasolid debut season.”

Team BRIT launches its
own racing academy

Team BRIT haslaunched its own racing
academy with the aim of gettingmore
disabled people into motorsport.

Thenew initiative waslaunched last
week by Team BRIT members and Nic
Hamilton, brother of five-time Formula 1
champion Lewis, who himself isdisabled.

Driversusingthe academy will receive
coachingand canpractice driving using
hand-controls on a simulator before
movingintoa VW Poloon atrack.

“We want to offer disabled people
everythingtheyneedtogetinto
motorsport,” said Dave Player,
founder of Team BRIT.

“There’snowhereyoucangoasa
disabled person to have trackday
experience. If you want to get
coachingina car with hand-controls,
where do you go? There’snowheretogo.”

Team BRIT will contest the new-
for-2019 BMW 116 Trophy and Britcar
this season, with the ultimate goal of
entering the Le Mans 24 Hours with a
team of disabled drivers.

“Ithinkrightnowisareally good
opportunity touse Team BRIT to bring
disabled individualsinto motorsport
andreally teach able-bodied people
aboutdisability,” said Hamilton, who
has cerebral palsy and will compete in
the British Touring Car Championship
with Motorbase this season.

Gamble and Perez move to frontrunning Redline squad for this year’s Carrera Cup

Porsche Carrera Cup GBrace winner
George Gamble and Pro-Am champion
Seb Perez will switch to the frontrunning
Redline squad for their second seasonsin
the category this year.
Gamble, the 2015 Ginetta GT5champion,
took three winslast year and was sixth
in the standings. He’snow lookingto
launch atitle bid after movingfrom
Team Parker Racingtojoin Redline.
“Lastyear we had a good year and
thisis definitely a step forward working

towards ultimately trying to win the
championship,” said Gamble. “It seems
most drivers, even Nick Yelloly [Porsche
Supercup runner-up], have thisfirst year
of learning and get their head around the
Porsche and then year two, have a bit of
an attack on the championship. It would
be great to have a good year tohave a shot
atthe Supercup junior shootout and keep
progressingup the Porscheladder.”
Perez will step up to the Pro category
this year and will dovetail his Carrera

Cup campaign with competingina
number of Europeanralliesina 1977
Porsche911.

Hesaid: “There will be some big
challenges this season solthinkif Ican
getapodium ortwo I'll be very happy. Of
course, there are somany differences
between the GT3and therally car and it
will be abigchallenge to keep adapting
from onetotheother.It’sa great
opportunity tocompete in twoiconic
machinesthisseason.”

Amigos-backed duo have switched teams ahead of the 2019 campaign

- a >

ol

FIVE e

L

o -

Fly Ex

Comprehensive motorsport insurance products to keep you on track;

-l

@ Accident damage On Track

—

Log on to
Email — info@ryanmi.com

@ Rally domage On Event
@ Storage and Transit

@ Liability
@ Personal Accident
@ Track day

to obtain your online quote

Tel — +44 (0)1799 524202

\NRYAN

MOTORSPORT INSURANCE

Ryan Motorsport Insurance Limited is an appointed representative (557405) of Independent Broking Solutions Limited who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Its Financial Services Register number is 312026




SCHROTH RACING
CHAMPIONS CHOICE

SNGHRITH

R a2 C

s

um - w
My, =

......

Wide Range of HANS
Devices, Harness
Belts & Racing Nets

Visit www.schroth.com/racing to learn

more about our products.
NEW FIA Standard 8853-2016 XLT !!
available right now CARBON _ i

Follow us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/schrothracing




Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

motorsport-news.co.uk MARCH 6 2019 9

D X
ATTY

ByJames Newbold

JRM will make its full-time return
to motorsport competition in British
GT with a new Bentley Continental
GT3driven by 2017 series champions
Seb Morris and Rick Parfitt Jr.
Thelong-time Nismo technical
partner, which won the 2011 FTA GT1
World Championship with a Nissan
GTR, hadlast competed afull season
inthe 2013 Blancpain Endurance
Cuppriortothedeath of technical
director Nigel Stepneyin 2014.
Havingfocused on growingits
advanced engineeringbusiness and

assistingin the development of the Mini
World Rallycrossracer, JRM managing
director Jason Kinghasnow decided to
returnthe outfit toracingin British GT
forthefirst since a one-off outingin 2017.

The technical side of the operation
will be headed by former Red Bull,
Caterham and Sauber engineer Elliot
Dason-Barber, and will benefit from
technical supportfrom M-Sport, which
introduced the second-generation
Continentallast year.

“It’sthefirst yearasacustomer car,
butIknow M-Sportdidalotof
developmentonitanditjustmade
sense forus, the Bentley seemed the

Formula Ford champion Williams to race HHC MclLaren

National Formula Ford 1600 champion
Luke Williams will switch to sportscars
full-time this year with HHC Motorsport
in British GT, partnering Tom Jackson in
the team’s second McLaren 570S GT4.

Williams dipped a toeinto the water
with a partial Britcar campaignin a Black
Mamba Ginetta G551ast season. He told
Motorsport News that he had beenlooking
for achange from Formula Ford “for the
lasttwo or three years”,joining HHC after
comingclosetoa VLN deal.

“Wedidn’'thave thefundsor the
opportunities to move out of single-seaters
and, because you want to keepracing,
youjust stay doing what youknow,”
said Williams, who won the National
FF1600titlein2017.

Williams and Jackson, who finished
third in the 2015 BRDC F4 championship
and won both Road to Le Mans support
racesin2017inaTF Sport Aston Martin

GT3,join Callum Pointon and Dean
Macdonald atthe 2017 GT4 title-winning
squad. Williamsis confident of being
competitive in the peckingorder.

“We’re going for the championship,
there’sno pointin beating around the
bush,” hesaid. “You're not doing British
GTif you'renot quick, sothatmakesit
exciting. Rather than worrying about how
quick otherdrivers are goingtobe, it’s
more [the] excitement of pitchingup
againstthebestand try and beat the best.”

Meanwhile, fellow McLaren partner
squad Tolman Motorsport has confirmed
itstwoline-upsfrom the previously
announced quartet of Driver Development
Programmedrivers. Renault UK Clio Cup
runner-up James Dorlin will share with
Formula Ford Festival winner Josh Smith,
while second-year driver Lewis Proctor
will be joined by Mini Challenge JCW
graduate Jordan Collard.

Robinson (inset) willrace GT4 Aston,while Ellis (above) will drive GT3 version

Photos: Jakob Ebre

overall best package,” King told MN.
“We’ve gotthe know-how and I think it
will putusinagood stead, we’ve also got
Rick and Sebjoiningusasdrivers which
isafantastic pairing and they should help
usmassively with the Bentley because
they’ve got history withitas well.”
Parfitt, whohad announced he would
betakingasabbatical after the 2018
season, and Morris won four times
together between 2016and 2017 inthe
previous generation Continental run by
Team Parker Racing. Morris, who was
recently announced to drive afactory
Bentley at this year’s Spa 24 Hours, left
the British championshiptoraceinthe

L i 1 1

— T

. JRM will make motorsport
comeback with new Bentley

Blancpain Endurance Cuplast season,
but said the offer toreturn was one he

could not turndown.

“There’sbeen alot of hard work from
everyone behind the scenes at JRM to

getitgoing, they want to kick-start

theirracing programme againin a big

way,” Morris said. “We’ve got afairly
good testing schedule set out, even

though we’re getting the car quite late,

and we’ll be pushinglike hell tobe as
ready as we can be for the firstrace.
“Our aim will beto gooutand do

aswell as we can, and when Rick and
Idoas well as we can that means we’ll

win, sothat’sthe plan.”

Ruben moves on
Ginetta Junior regular Ruben Del
e Sarte will progress to the GT5
Challenge this year, remaining

| | with the Total Control Racing
squad. The Dutchman finished
fifth in the standings in2018 and
narrowly missed out on the Winter
Series crown. “The Ginetta GT5
Challengeis the right choice for
me after Juniors,” he said. “While
it's the same car, the bigger engine
and slick tyres on a huge grid

will be a real thrill. It will also

give me the opportunity to take
acloserlook at the British GT
Championship, which is where
Iwant to progress to.”

Hawken continues
One-time British Touring Car
Championship driver Richard Hawken
will continue inthe Porsche Carrera
Cup GB this year. The former Infiniti
BTCC driver finished fourth in the

Am standings last year with the
Slideports team —that powered Tio
Ellinas to the overall crown. Hawken
will remain with Slidesportsin 2019.

Radical Rishover
Ex-LMP3 Cup driver Jason
Rishover will make a full-time
switch to the Radical Challenge
this season aftermaking a
number of appearances over
the lasttwo years. The 51-year-old
will drive for the 360 Racing
squad that he also competed
with in the LMP3 Cup. “The
series offers fantastic racing
atgreatvalue, particularly for
gentlemandrivers,” he said.
“Pmreally fond of the Challenge
paddock, it’s like one big family.”

Howard in Europe
Two-time British GT champion
Andrew Howard will run a parallel
programme in the European Le Mans
Series-supporting Michelin Le Mans
Cup in his Beechdean AMR Aston
Martin Vantage GT3. Howard, who
wonthe ELMSin 20186, launched

his 2019 livery at a special event

at Prodrive on Friday. He will be
partnered by Aston factory driver

Ross Gunn, who won the 2015 British
GT4 crown with Beechdean. Gunn has
previously raced with Howard in British
GTin2016andatLe Mansin2017.

Single British GT Jag
Invictus Games Racing will
downsize to a single-car entry for
its second season in British GT,
with returnee Matthew George
again setto share the team’s
Jaguar F-Type SVR GT4 with
armed forces veterans Steve
McCulley and Paul Vice. Run by
David Appleby Engineering, the
firstyear of the tie-up with the
Invictus Games Foundation and
Superdry co-founderJames Holder
yielded a best finish of ninthin

the final round at Donington for
McCulley and Jason Wolfe.

Robinson hack to Optimum as he rejoins title-winning squad for GT4 attack

The 2016 British GT4 champion Mike
Robinson will return to Optimum
Motorsportalongside Dane Patrik
Matthiesen inanew Aston Martin
Vantage GT4, after splitting with long-
time co-driver Graham Johnson.
Robinson, who won the title with
Johnsonin an Optimum-run Ginetta
G55, had moved with Johnson to Balfe
Motorsportlast season as Shaun
Goff’steam took a year out of GT4. But
he willnow spearhead Optimum’s
expanded effort alongside 20-year-old

Matthiesen, who took a debut British

GT winlast year with HHC Motorsport.

Seriesrookies Jack Butel and Connor

O’Brien will shareits other GT4 entry.

Optimum will also defend its GT3
crownin Aston Martin’snew GT3

Vantage, withits previously-announced

International GT Open pairing Bradley
Ellis and Ollie Wilkinson runningasa

Silver-Silver entry.

Ellis, the 2007 British GT champion in
aTeam RPM Viper (pictured)alongside
Alex Mortimer, hasmentored 22-year-

old Wilkinson since the start of his
career in the Ginetta GT5Challengein
2017.Drivingan Audi R8 GT3, the pair
claimed two Pro-Am wins in GT Open
last year and managed a best finish of
sixthinthefinal round at Barcelona.
Meanwhile, the second Academy
Motorsport Aston Martin will be
shared by Alex Toth-Jones—who had
been announced before Christmas
at'TF Sport—and teamregular Will
Moore, with team-owner Matt Nicoll-
Jones stepping out of the cockpit.
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Ex-Red Bull Junior Verhagen
to compete in British F3

Former Red Bull Junior Neil Verhagen
will competein the BRDC British
Formula 3 Championship with
DoubleR thisseason.

The American (below)has spent the
lasttwo yearsracinginthe Formula
Renault Eurocup with MP Motorsport
and Tech 1Racing.

Verhagen willnow join Double R, which
has won two out of the past three BRDC
British F3 championships with Matheus
Leistand Linus
Lundgqvist.

“Thecar
[Tatuus-
Cosworth]isa
blasttodriveand
isprovenaswell,” i
said the 2016 US il
F1600 champion. u

“Aftertesting
withtheteam,and
seeingtheir dedication and our
performance, Il am confident
everything will bein place for usto
have avery successful season.”

The British F3season beginson
April 20-22 at Oulton Park.

Double R will also move into
Euroformula Open this season, with
Red Bull Junior Jack Doohan confirmed
asitsfirstdriver.

The son of five-time 500cc world
motorbike champion Mick contested
British F4last season with Arden,
finishingfifth overall with three wins,
and claimed the Rookie Cup.

‘\"'l
L

JHR Formula 4 drive for
FF1600 driver Williams

National Formula Ford 1600 podium
finisher Carter Williams will switch
to British F4 this year, drivingfor the
JHR Developments squad.

The 20-year-old American had a slow
starttohisfirst season of racingoutside
of the USlast year but claimed a podium
inthefinal round of the National season
inaDon Hardman Racing Ray.

“Tam completely ecstatictobe
competingin British F4 this season
and with such atopteamasJHR
Developments,” said Williams. “Itis
anhonourtobeable tocompete inone
of the most prestigious and competitive
FIA F4championships in the world.

“Havingayear of National FF1600
under my belt has prepared meto
comeinto British F4fighting for
podiums, wins, and the championship.”

Ex-F1 driver impressed
by Bradshaw at Winfield

Leicester teenager Callum Bradshaw
reached thefinal four of the Volant

Photos: Jakob Ebrey, Ollie Read, Red Bull

Moyers will race in
Radical Challenge

By Stephen Lickorish

Two-time Walter Hayes Trophy
winner Michael Moyers plans to
move into the Radical Challenge
this year and will also race an Austin
.. A30 atthe Silverstone Classic.
- Moyers, 34, has spentthe majority of
the pastdecaderacing Formula Ford
machinery butislooking tomoveinto
other categoriesthis season.
Hehasenjoyed two successful testsina
Radical SR3andplanstocontestapart-
seasoninthe Radical Challenge, alongside
the Silverstone Classicrace, and also

competein the end-of-year Formula

Ford Festival and Walter Hayes Trophy.
“It’snotlikeI'm calling time on Formula

Ford, it’s just having won the Walter Hayes

Trophy back-to-back, Ijustfeelit’sanideal
time to expand our options,” said Moyers.
“It was quite strange —after winning the
Hayes thefirst time we didn’t have much
of areaction. The second time it wasthe
opposite. Radical were on the phone and
offered me atest drive at Donington Park
attheend of last year. That went really
well and they invited me back.
“Igotdowntoa4b.6s at Brands Hatch last
week which was good enough for P2 on the
grid when they lastraced there sothey
were pretty impressed. I don’t think we will
beabletodoafull campaign, butlwilldoa
fewraces and look at a full season in 2020.
“Tabsolutely loved it [the SR3]—
obviouslyit’s very different toa
Formula Ford, the Radical has gota
quitealot of aero butI have nodoubts

Clement Novalak will remain
in BRDC British Formula 3
this season for afull campaign

we can be towards thesharpend.”
Moyersistargetingraces at
Silverstone, Donington Park and Spa.
“Theonelreally wanttodois Spa,” he
said. “I’ve never been before and that
would be ticking one off the bucketlist.”
Aswell asseeking a hat-trick of
Hayes wins, Moyersis alsolooking
tomoveintohistoricracing. The
Austin Silverstone Classic was
secured through his connectionto
the RS Fabrications firm that he used
to work for.
“Iwouldn’tturn adrive downin
anything,” Moyersadded. “It will be
greattobeatthe Classicanditmight

open afew opportunities for other things.

Todrive ahistoric single-seater at the
Classic, that would be unbelievable.”

but mostlyIjust want to get
backracingagain,” said

Novalak, whomainly focused

Two-time WHT winner

BRDC British F3 return for Novalak, Maldonado as Pauw joins

will be Manuel Maldonado—
cousin of one-time Formula
1race winner Pastor —who

Winfield at Paul Ricard at the end of last with Carlin. onracinginthe Formula will race with Fortec
month, earningravereviews from The 18-year-old Briton only Renault Eurocuplast year. Motorsportsfor his third
ex-Formula 1 driver Jarno Trulli. competed infour rounds of “Testing with the team seasonintheseries.

The 17-year-old karter had only theserieslast year, takinga sofarhasbeen goingreally Douglas Motorsporthas
completed asingle day of F4testingahead bestresult of fourthand a well. Ithink we’ve made great also completeditsline-up
of the three-day event organised by the pole positionin the opening progresstoosolcan’t waitto with Ulysse De Pauw, who
Winfield Racing School. But he impressed round at Oulton Park. get started on what should be finished third inlast season’s
ajudging panel featuring 2004 Monaco “There are somany races agreatyearforus.” French F4 championship,
Grand Prix winner Trulli, former Novalak will do a full season of BRDC British F3 with Carlin thatI’mlooking forward to Also continuing in British F3 joining the squad.

McLaren sportingdirector Eric Boullier
and Winfield founder Mike Knight.

While Bradshaw missed out on the
prize of afully funded seatin French F4
to 16-year-old Frenchman Jules Mettetal
afterflat-spottinghistyresearly onin
thefinal, Trulli was impressed.

“Most of them I have watched racing
inkarting, and before seeing anything
IknewIwould expect something good
from Bradshaw —the only downside was
hedidn’thave experienceinthecar,” said
Trulli, whose son Enzo competesinkarts.
“DespitethatI wasimpressed, because
he wasupto speed and getting stronger.

Oldfield Motorsport signs American Jeansonne for Formula Ford

Leading Formula Ford 1600
outfit Oldfield Motorsport
will run former Team USA
Scholarship driver Aaron
Jeansonne this season.
Jeansonne competed in
the Formula Ford Festival
and Walter Hayes Trophy in
2017 -takinga bestresult of
13thin the former-with

the US F2000 championship
last season before funding
problems curtailed his season.

Buthewillreturntoracing
in 2019in the British Racing
and Sports Car Club’s National
FF1600 series, driving
Oldfield’s Van Diemen JL.13
which was used by Josh Smith
towin the 2018 Festival.

America,” said team owner
James Oldfield.

“I'mfairly confident he
won’tneed more than aday
togetonthe pace.

“You cannever say you're
going to win the championship
butIwouldlike to think we can
compete for the championship
this year with Aaron.”

“Unfortunately he made amistakein Cliff Dempsey Racing “Heloved the nature of racing Karter Scott Huntley will
thefinal by flat-spottinghistyresstraight = havingbeen selected for and the atmosphere [in the also join Oldfield for his debut . v
inthefirstrunsoyou cannot give a prize the Scholarship. UK], it’s more competitive and seasonin carracingalongside f e a0 e . T SN BRAIE EFET ATR Y SR e T

tohim, buteveryone wasimpressed.” He competed part-timein much more affordable thanin ex-F3 Cupdriver Henry Chart. Jeansonne previously raced FF1600 with Cliff Dempsey’s team
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Age: 69 Lives: Sheffield
Roadrally coordinator

He started inthe 1960s

“I started road rallyingin 1966 and
finished in about 1975. Imainly did
Motoring News and East Midland
events. | navigated for Graham
Beardmore inthe ex-Dealer Team
Vauxhall Firenza. | was always a
navigator: | was very disappointed
atthe speed of my driving!”

Heran Ginetta

“Then | went into business and
eventually ended up buying Ginetta
in 1989. lt was abold thing to do
and | wanted to make it a sort of
mini-TVR but fell on my face quite
markedly. | ended up runningitas
acompany making race cars with
arace series and that's when it
started being successful for me.
Iranitfor 17 yearsand thenldid
three more years beyond that.
There were some hard times but

I thoroughly enjoyed it.”

He camebacktorallying
“l didn't really want to retire so

| did three years of single-seaters
with the FormulaBMW cars as
Intersteps. Then when Jonathan
Palmer set up Formula 4, it was
time tomove on. I retired and soll
came backtorallying. | did the
Welsh International inthe 1970s
butlwas always a clubman
competitor. | still do an occasional
night road rally.I'll do one this year,
atleast, tomark being 70.”

He hasaLanciaFulvia
“The daylight historic events are
easier and a bit more civilised. |
bought my Lancia Fulvia about
twoyearsagoas 17 boxesanda
bodyshell. It's a good, strong little
car. Fred Gallagher drove iton
Saturday and we've got some other
guestdrivers in mind for this year.”

He’srunningthe
championship

“I'm now secretary ofthe HRCR
Clubmans Championship. lan
Doble had been doing it for three
orfouryears and he wanted to go
back competing again and no-one
wantedto doit. Sol said lwould,
but still wanted to compete as well.
Itis possible to do both. This is

the 25th anniversary year of the
championship, soitisagoodyear.”

The seriesisingood
shape

“We've got a great calendar for
this yearand the 2020 calendar
is already being worked on.
We're looking at one or two
differentevents anditis

looking very good.”

Coordinator: Martin Phaff
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Pryce’s Shadow has
run at Anglesey

By Paul Lawrence

The life of Tom Pryce will be
celebrated atthe Anglesey
circuitin North Walesin
mid-July when the circuit’s
first dedicated historic
race meetingisnamedin
memory of the famous
Welsh Formula 1 racer.

| TheHistoricSports Car
Club’s Tom Pryce Memorial
Race Meeting will honour the
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‘Geoff Doe

tackled the Tour’

Mini man’s present, below

Photos: Ben Lawrence, Paul Lawrence
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\HSCC dedicatesits firstiWelsh contest to

memory of ahugely popular
driver whohad ameteoric
risetofameand aflourishing
F1 career beforelosinghislife
inanaccidentduringthe 1977
South African Grand Prix.
InJuly, thefirst major historic
racemeetingtobeheldin
Wales will honour Pryce with
aprogrammethatincludesthe
inaugural standaloneracesfor
Formula Atlanticasaperiod
category. Pryce was astar of

Formula Atlanticduringhis
riseto stardom and the pair of
Formula Atlanticraces will be
runfor the Tom Pryce Trophy.
The plansfor the event have
the blessing of Tom’s widow,
Nella. “It certainly isa great
ideatoremember Thomasat
thisracemeetingandI'mall
infavour of it,” she said.
Aswellashonouringthe
memory of thisunassuming
youngracer, the weekend will
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supportthefund established
toprovide a permanent
memorial to Tominhis
home town of Denbigh.

Andy Dee-Crowne of the
HSCCsaid: “Wearedelighted
tobetakingafull weekend of
HSCCracingto Anglesey for
thefirsttime. Itis wholly
appropriate tohonourthelife
of Tom Pryce, aquiet hero from
North Wales who was destined
for the very top of the sport.”
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Minis will crowd the Goodwood circuit at Members’ Meeting

Minis to get heats and a final at Goodwood

Arecord-breakingentry of 60
Pre-’66 Minis will deliver the
bigthrills at the 77th Goodwood
Members’ Meeting.

The Betty Richmond Trophy
willnow feature two heats and

afinal after the organisers were

overwhelmed by demand from
competitorsforthe celebration
of the Mini’s 60th anniversary.
Two grids of 30 cars will each
have qualifyingandaraceon
Saturday (April 6) with the top

15finishers from each heat
goinginto Sunday’sfinal.

Goodwood’s Matt Hearn
said: “Interestin the Betty
Richmond Trophy has been
incredible, with well over
100 great cars and drivers
to choosefrom.

“We were poised to turn down
alot of fantastic cars, but we have
managed tofitin two qualifying
sessions andtwo heatsintothe
schedule on Saturday.”

Frazer Nash to headline at Castle Comhe

Aracededicated tothe British
Frazer Nash sportscarsof the
1920s and 1930s will headline
the eighth Castle Combe
Autumn Classicon October5.
Therace will celebrate strong
links between Frazer Nash
and the Wiltshire track. Archie
Frazer-Nash built hisfirst carsin
1922 and control of AFN Ltd later
passed toHarold John Aldington.

In 1963, through afriendship
between Aldington and land
owner Kitty Maurice, AFN took
alease on Castle Combe, which
ranfornearly adecade until
Howard Strawford took over.

Other new races for 2019
are a celebration of 50 years of
Formula Ford at the Wiltshire
track and an all-Alfa Romeo
racefromthe HRDC.

Frazer Nash cars will return to their ‘home’ track in Wiltshire

British Targa Florio competitor and Austin Healey man Worswick passes away

Former sportscarracer Ted
‘Edward’ Worswick died late
in February aged 79 after
suffering a heart attack.

The Lancastrian started
racingin the 1960s with an

early Lotus 7but was better
known for racing Austin
Healeys and later a Modified
Sports TVR Tuscan.

He even took one of his
bigHealeys intorallying

on the RAC and Welsh Rallies.
In 1966, he drove his Healey

across Europe to contest

the Targa Florioandin

1967, driving ‘ARX 91B’ with

Richard Bond, he finished

ninth overall on the demanding
Sicilianroadrace.

Intothe 1970s heraced the
monster 5.4-litre Tuscan to
ModSports success but retired
fromracingin the mid-1970s.

- <y

Brambhills drama
Son-and-father crew Phill and
David Bramhill finished the Tour of
Cheshire in their Mini Cooper after
working long into Friday night to
resolve a fuel problem. The Mini
played up at scrutineering and
theytowed ithometoworkon

the problem into the small hours,
with help from various sources.

It held together on Saturday and
the regular stage rally cameraman
chauffeured his dad to 46th place
out of 76 finishers.

Rally of the Tests
Theroute of the 2019 Rally of the Tests
will take in a coffee halt at the Classic
Car Show at the Birmingham NEC on
Saturday, November 9. Itis planned
that afield of upto 100 crews will take
coffee onthe HERO stand at the show
before heading to an overnight halt at
Stoke-on-Trent. Sixty-five of the 100
entries are already taken.

Doe on the go

Rally scrutineer and occasional
competitor Geoff Doe contested
Saturday’s Tour of Cheshire in

his Mini Cooper. He built the car
for his 50th birthday 12 years ago
and has done about half of the
Tours of Cheshire since then,
fitting them around scrutineering
jobs. On Saturday he was running
as car 62 as the day after therally
he celebrated his 62nd birthday.

Goodwood stream
There will be changes to the availability
of live-streaming of the races at the
77th Goodwood Members' Meeting.
Highlight clips and a selection of live
races will still be publicly available to
view online and on ITV4. However,
only members of the Goodwood
Road Racing Club can watch the full,
uninterrupted live-stream across two
days. Fellowship membership of the
GRRCis £39 peryear.

Lambert goes Dutch
Ginetta G4 racer Brian Lambert
will defend his Netherlands
Historic Touring and GT Cars

title this season. Lambert and

his wife Barbara will also share
their MGB in the GT and Sports
Car Cup, while Barbara will race
the MGB in the Dutch series.

HRCR plans ahead
Round two of the MN-backed HRCR
Clubmans Championship will be the
North Yorkshire Classic on March
23/24 and entries are still available.
The York Motor Club historic rally
starts on Saturday afternoon and
finishes at lunchtime on Sunday,
covering 120 miles of regularity
sections and 13 special tests.

Return to Tour

Roger Powley and Brian Goff
contested Saturday’s Tour of
Cheshire, the opening round of
the 2019 Clubmans Historic Rally
Championship, 32 years after
they competed on the final round
of the former MN-backed road
rally championship. They tackled
the 1987 JJ Brown Rally and were
back,nowinaPorsche911.

A l} i
Powley rolled back the years
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Tanak will be cleaning

the road in Mexico

By David Evans

World Rally Championship
leader Ott Tanak will try to
emulate formerteam-mate
Sebastien Ogier by winning
this week’s Rally Mexico
from the front.

Runningfirstontheroadin
North Americaistheflipside
of the Estonian’s comprehensive
win atlastmonth’s winter WRC
counterin Sweden.

While Tanak accepts back-to-
back success will be hard work,
heisquicktopoint out that
leadingthefield toaMexican
victoryisnotimpossible.

Rival Ogierran first ontheroad
ontheopeningdayin2013and
2015 and still won.

Tanak told MN: “Ibelieveit’s
possible to win every rally, but
everything needstobein your
favour. Beingfirst [on theroad
on Friday]is definitely not the
easiest position towin. The
mainaimisto score points, but
if thereis an opportunity then
Iintend touseit.”

The Toyota driverisshorton
experience of leading thefield,
buthedid spend Sunday atthe
frontin 2015.

“That was when I visited
thelake,” hesaid. “They were
different conditions. Thisis the
firsttimeI’vedoneitinthemiddle
of real competition. It’'sa different
gamenow. I was second or third
ontheroadlast year and I was still
able to make competitive times.

If Icould do somethinglike that
againthenIwould be happy. The
realityisthat we’rein a bit worse
of asituation than some guys
behind, butthat’sthe wayitis.”

The Toyota team sourced some
of Spain’s most gravel-strewn
roadsin an efforttohelp Tanak’s
preparations for this week.

“The test went well,” he said.
“Wehad two days with warm
weather and sunshine and we
used lots of roads soIcould get
asmany kilometres as possible
intheloose.I’'m happy andI'm
confident thatI have done
everythinglIcan.

“Strategy-wise, we have to think

heat. dé\s'ilgg leading the!: pnin Is
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how we can be stronger on Friday
and still have a good chance
after thefirst day. Wetry todo
everything and the engineers
have done everything they can
to give me the best opportunity.”

Toyota has struggled in the
high altitude and extreme
temperaturesin Mexico for
thelast two years, but Tanak
is confident the team has the
Yaris WRC sorted for the first
hotrally of this season.

“Ibelieve everything will
be good,” said Tanak. “I'm
confident—we saw the first good
step [with the car] was coming
before Turkey. Everything was
going quite well on thatrally,
where the average speed was
quitelow and the temperature
was very high -wehad a good
package there.

“Since Turkey, we have done
another step. OK, the altitude
makes things abit worse than
in Turkey, butif the engineers
are confident then we
shouldn’t worry.”

Tanak pointed out that the loss

RALLY MEXICO PREVIE

Photos: mcklein-imagedatabase.com

of power at higher altitude
could help with running first
ontheroad.

“There’sless power so you get
less wheelspin,” hesaid. “The
mainthingfor meisto take good
confidence from the car. If | have
agood feeling with the car then
everythingisalittle bit easier.

It means you can push harder
and be more confident with the
braking and thingslike that.

In terms of the set-up, we will
generally run a softer car to
help usfind the traction and
maximum grip, but this will also
make the car more consistent to
helpthe confidence again.”

First ontheroadintheloose
will allow Tanak to take a softer
Michelin tyre than hisrivals,
with his Toyotamaking less
contact with the abrasive
bedrock which sits beneath
theloose gravel.

The weather for the week
ahead in Leon and Guanajuato
issimilar tolast season, with a
forecast of solid sunshine and
temperatures in the low 30°Cs.

STANDINGS

WRC
After2/14 rounds

POS |DRIVER
Ott Tanak Toyota

|CAR

|PTS

47

Thierry Neuville  |Hyundai

40

Sebastien Ogier |Citroen

31

Kris Meeke Toyota

21

Esapekka Lappi |Citroen

19

Sebastien Loeb |Hyundai

18

Tanak thinks that the Toyota can perform at altitude
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GROUP RALLYING EDITOR

‘Guy Smith victorious
at Donington Park’

Le Mans winner on top, p26

Developme-nt has pleased the Wélshman

M-Sport’s Elfyn Evansislooking
tobuild on his strong Rally
Sweden showingand deliver
what hefeelsis an overdue win
in Mexico this week.

The Welshman emerged from
round twoinfifth place, having
runashighasthird, and ruing
aspinon thefirst stage proper
which hefelt costhim the chance
of asecond career WRC win.

“Ileft Sweden sofrustrated,”
Evanstold Motorsport News.
“But, atthesame time, I was
positive. Comparelast month’s
Rally Sweden with last year and
[2018] was a complete write-off.
But thistime we went and we

were ableto win stagesand run
consistently in the top threeor
fourinterms of stage times.If
you forget the mistake on Friday
then we would immediately have
beenlookingat second place. I
takealot of confidence from that
eventintothis week and I want
to carry on where we left off.”
Evanswas quick to praise the
efforts of M-Sport, Ford and
histeam-mate Teemu Suninen.
“Wereally found something
with the car before Sweden,”
hesaid. “I'mnot goingtotell
you exactly whatit was, butit
was across theboardinterms
of set-up: springs, dampers,

the wholelot. It wasaradical
changeandit worked onarally
where we weren’t competitive
atalllast year. Thissetsusup
nicely for Mexico.”

Evans and Suninen testedin
Spain lastmonth, where they
achieved something closetothe
2000-metre-plus altitude they
will find in Leon this week, but
nothinglike the temperatures.

“What we’ve done with the car
has come through a combined
effortfrom myself, Teemu and
alotof the guysat M-Sportand
Ford,” Evanssaid. “We canbe
very happy with the progress
we’vemade—and we’vemade a

Evans wants
a big result

lotinashortspace of time—
and we’veshown that, when
we’re comfortable behind
the wheel, then we can be
the complete package.”
Evansstarts Rally Mexico
sixth ontheroad-another
reason for himtobe cheerful.
“That’s the perfect place,”
hesaid. “Wehave to capitalise
onthisandreally gothere
lookingforthewin.”
Evans showed strongpace
in Mexicolast year, running
third goingintothe Ortega stage
where asixth-gear crash left his
co-driver Dan Barritt concussed
and unable to continue.

Meeke relishing returning to the scene of victory
Kris Meeke will make toatwo-daytestinSpain  competingatthesharp
hisgravel debutin latelast month, but only end again.
Toyota’s Yaris WRC in onthefastroadsaround “I'said I wanted to get
Mexico this week. theteam’sPuuppolabase. throughthefirsttwo
The Northern Irishman “It wasreally useful rallies with pointson the
has taken podium drivingthecarongravel  board: Monte Carloand
finishesfromhislasttwo forthefirsttime outside Sweden were events
visitstoLeon, famously of Finland,” saidMeeke. =~ with very complicated
winning the 2017 event “Icame away feeling conditions whereit
despite visitinga car comfortable. Mexicois would have been easy
park after running wide aplaceI’ve gone well in tomakeamistake.I've
onthe Derramadero thelastfew years.Iwas donethatand now
power stage test. inthefightforthevictory Mexicoisusuallyalot
Meekehad driven the last year. Now, with a more consistentand I'm
Toyotaonthelooseprior  differentcar,Ihopetobe  lookingforwardtoit.”

Toyota protege takes
first win in WRC Yaris

Toyota Gazoo Racing’s Japanese
driver Takamoto Katsuta enjoyed a

debut win in a Yaris WRC on Saturday.

Fastest on four of six stagesonthe
Itaralli—the final winter event of the
Finnish Rally Championship—the
25-year-old edged Emil Lindholm’s

Volkswagen Polo GTIR5 by 0.8 seconds.

“Thad an amazing experience and
enjoyed driving the Yaris WRC,” said
Katsuta, co-driven by Daniel Barritt.
“Butatthesametime, it was very
challenging:the carissofast, I only
had one day of testing, and I was the
first car on theroad-sometimesit

Ogier wants to add to his victory tally as Lappi improves

Four-time Rally Mexico
winner Sebastien Ogieris
looking forward to realising
the full potential of Citroen’s
C3 WRCin Leon this week.

The Frenchman left

round two disappointed after
slidinginto a snowbank and
retiring from thefirst day of
drivingin Sweden. A two-day
testin Spain ahead of this
week’s Mexican outing has
given him confidence on an
event where he’s always been
strong. Running third on the
road -behind Ott Tanak and

“We were lucky with the
weather during the tests,
which was very warm,
although obviously not
quiteashotasin Mexico.
“After atoughRally

able to express ourselves,
Ican’t wait to get started

The stages are beautiful

careful on the afternoon
loop, when it's warmer.

alwayshard onthe

Sweden, where we weren’t

and realise our full potential.

here but you doneed tobe

The second passes are ,:'h

waslike a snowstorm! From my side,
Ilearned alot about how to adapt my
drivingstyle to the car, but of course
Istillhavealottolearn.”

The Yaris WRCran on Pirelli’s
Sottozero tyre for thefirst timeon
the Joensuu-based event.

Thierry Neuville—-on day
one will come as afurther

cars, especially
asthehigh

boost tolast year’s winner. altitude

“We had two good days meansnot .
of pre-event testing, on only reduced &
roads that were fairly horsepower °
representative of the kind butcan 2
of stages we’ll have to tackle also
this weekend,” said Ogier. cause

issues with cooling.”
Ogier’steam-mate

Esapekka Lappi starred for

Citroenin Sweden, bringing

his C3 WRC homein second.

With only one Rally Mexico

outing previously, Lappi

acceptsround three will be

more tricky.

“Ifeel increasingly at
one with the car,”

. said Lappi. “But

S my experience of

“A top-five finish
would be good
. forme.”

DAVID
EVANS

“l must’ve been o)
insane to shun
Chevette HSR”

o Mexico. That’s next week.
And no Sweden —with or
withoutsnow —-that was
last month. Today, we’re
talking Vauxhall Chevettes.
Specifically,one. The HSR.
And specifically one HSR: the one Jimmy
McRae drove in the 1980 British Rally
Championship, which became the one

Bill Gwynne used in the 1981 Motoring
News Road Rally Championship.

Let's just stop right there. And rewind. And go
through that sentence one more time. ... The car
that formed part of Immy McRae’s 1980 British
campaign which ended with him third in the standings
was then fired down the lanes by one of Britain's
most accomplished drivers of his generation.

Except Bill Gwynne did it with a pullover and a set
of cans rather than aracesuit and crash helmet. But
both did it without the aid of doorbars. Seriously. ..
the only thing between a potential point of impact
and the driver (or co-driver's) legs was a particularly
flimsy door.

I don't know why this surprised me so much. I've
peered into no end of Minis or Saabs and clocked
the period laissez faire attitude to side impact. But
moving into the 1980s, | don’t know, | just thought
the sport had moved on allittle bit. How naive.

I've got to admit, | was never a huge fan of the
Chevette. My earliest memories are of two cars: Ford’s
Escortand Lancia’s Stratos. Britain's version of the
Stratos, a bellowing V8 shovinga TR7 and Tony Pond
down might have made it onto the back page of my
maths book, but the Chevette just didn’t do it for me.

What was wrong with me?

Watching FER687W appear out of the back of
aBGMsport trailer forced me to question some of
my early life choices. And, by the time the 48 valves
were singing their song, I'd certified myself as insane.

In my defence, a school friend’s grandfather had
the four-door, booted version. The only way this
carwas in any way entertaining was when the boot
hinges were unable to support the boot's weight
and it came down — quite slowly — on his head.

From its recessed headlights backwards, that
carwas 1256 cubic centimetres of mediocrity.

And it was brown.

It was never the same as an Opel Kadett. At least
aKadett sounded cool.

Those were the prejudices | took to the door of
this ex-McRae/Gwynne motor. And, in fairness,

I'm not wrong about my mate’s grandfather’s car,
that was rubbish. But this Dealer Team Vauxhall
example was epic. And sideways.

Runninginits 1981 MN livery, lan Gwynne’s firm
has done his father's memory proud. Every wire,
every switch and every detalil is exactly as it was 38
years ago when Bill was at the height of his power.

BGMsport’s ability to recreate the magic of a
bygone erais second to none in our sport and, here
atMN, we're hoping to work with lan and bring you
some more stories of days past.

While we're at it, we can probably work on ridding
me of further ridiculous rally car preconceptions,
mostly formed while watching Grange Hill or trying
to fathom exactly how Pythagoras’ theorem
might enhance my world.

/3 AGREE/DISAGREE?
. letters@motorsport-news.co.uk



Munnings joins
Peugeot Academy

Red Bull-backed driver
Catie Munnings has
joined the Peugeot Rally
Academy for 2019, and
has enlisted a new World
Rally Championship
level co-driver in
Veronica Engan.

Munnings will contest
the European Rally
Championship in the
ERC3 class, in a Sainteloc
Racing-run Peugeot 208 R2.

She finished eighth in
the ERC Junior Under 27
class last year.

“They’ve had the rally
academy for years which
has helped launch the
careers of people like Craig
Breen,” Munnings said.
“Peugeot has massive
experienceinthe ERC so
it’sreally cool to have their
support again this year.I’'m
really proud to be part of it.”

When asked if the
extra support of Peugeot
would help her take a
step forward this year,
Munnings added: “That’s
what it’s all about, isn’tit?
Especially when you’re
gaining experience and
trying to climb the ladder.

“The team has brilliant
engineers and personnel
and I’'m sureI’lllearn
alot and take a step
forward thanks to them.”

Engan joins Munnings
after spending last year
alongside Oliver Solberg,
son of 2003 WRC champion
Petter. Engan co-drove
Solberg Sr during his
WRC comeback in Spain
last year.

“Ihad amessage from
Veronica just around
the time I wanted to start
looking for a co-driver
this year,” Munnings
added. “Veronica has
so much experience.

“We have the same level
of motivation and the same
kind of vision. I’ve always
had female co-drivers, it’s
great to have as many girls
involved as we can. We have
female mechanics and team
members which is great.”
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Huttunen targets
works drive again

Rising Finnish star Jari
Huttunen’sRally Sweden drive
haslanded him firmly backin
therunningfor afactory seat.

His Skoda Fabia R5 efforts were
one of thetalking points of last
month’s Torsby-based event.
The 25-year-old went off theroad
whilefighting for thelead with
WRC2winner Ole Christian
Veiby’s Volkswagen Polo GTIRS.

Priortothat penultimate stage
shunt, Huttunen had setfastest
time in WRC2onnine of the
17stages he completed and was
only out of the top three times
when he dropped 40 seconds
with a puncture onthe opening
day’sRojden test.

Disappointed at missingout
onthe class win, Huttunen said
he was pleased with the response
tohisefforts.

“Thephonehasstarted toring

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110
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ANADA ENTERS TALKS

. ByDavidEvans

Canadian officials

have confirmed they
areworkingtotryto
fast-track their proposed
winter round of the World
Rally Championship.

The Rally Promoter
Association of Canadarevealed
afive-year plantobringthe
WRCback —forthefirst time
since 1979-in 2023. Keith
Morison, one of five RPAC
directors, has confirmed to MN
thatthereis potential to bring
the processforward by a year.

Morisonsaid: “Wehad a
meeting with WRC Promoter
atlastyear’sRally GB and there
was atap ontheshouldertosay
wemight consider bringing our
plans forward.

“We’relookingatthat. There’s
afeelingafive-year plan could
fade, but we won’t be rushed.
We’re working on the funding
rightnow and it’s goingtotake
time—-runninga WRCround
is10timesthe costof
organising the Canadian Rally
Championship. What’s vital
isthat wedothisthingright.”

Morisonrevealed further

£ s

details of the RPAC plan, which
centreson an event based out of
Ottawa and includes two days of
competition in Quebec and one
dayin Ontario—with aservice
park based in Ontario.

“We have some world-class
roadshere,” said Morison. “Yes,
we could go tothe Canadian
Rockies, but they are 3000
kilometres [1800 miles]from
thenearestseaporttobringthe
carsin. Ottawaisnotonly our
capital city, it’s 200 kilometres
[124 miles] from the port.”

Aproposed event will
runsome timefromlate

Lukyanuk switches to
Citroen C3 R5 for ’'19

European Rally champion
Alexey Lukyanuk has switched
toa Citroen C3R5ahead of his

The Finnimpressed on Rally Sweden in Skoda Fabia R5

again,” hesaid. “Iamtalking
with people and with teams
about possibilities with
worksteams.”

Huttunen, who shottofame
witha WRC2debut class
win onthe 2017Rally Finland,
drove for Hyundai Motorsport
lastseason, but the Korean
firm’sdecisiontofocusits
efforts on the main WRC
programme has cost him.

Heisstill completing some
shakedown and testing duties
with Hyundai, buthe’skeen to

returntoaworks programme.

Headded: “Iamtakingalot
of positive experience from
Hyundai, butI wanttobeback
inthe seat and competingnow.
Sweden showed some of my
potential speed, but I know
thereismoretocome. It was
difficult competingin thatrally
whenIknew all the time that
this wasjust a one-off entry.

“To dothe times we did under
that pressure, I was happy.It’s
good to seethis wasrecognised
by theotherteams.”

title defence which beginsin the

Azoreson March 21-23.
Lukyankuk won three rounds —

including the Portugueseisland

opener-lastseason andislooking
tobecome just the fourth driverin

the series’ history to successfully
defend histitle.

The Russian, who drives for
the Sainteloc Racing, said: “It’s
ahugechallenge foruswitha
new team and new car. It will be
tough buteverybody isfocused
towork hard and try to achieve
the maximum. It’sabit of a step
intothe unknown, but we have
good experience of therallies
and we haveagood team.”

Lukyanuk worked to contain

\ ]

g .

February into early March.
“Wehave athree-week
window for the weather
where snow is pretty much
guaranteed,” said Morison.
Theevent willinclude some
of theroadsused on Rallye
Perce-Neige, the openinground
of the Canadian series which
runsatthestartof February.
Morison wouldn’tbe drawn
into predicting conditions,
saying: “There’sanissue with
the world getting warmer
and if you want somebody
to guarantee you perfect
conditions—-I'mnotthat

hisexuberant driving stylelast
season and will try to continue
thatapproach.

Hesaid: “Iam hungry for wins,

butIalsoneedtobefocusedon
scoring points and beingmore

FORWINTERWRC ROUND

ﬂrgamsers I{a ve had initial dlscussmns overanew event

Canadian stages
would bring snow

kind of guy. We’ve had some
years whenit’s been warmer
than others, butrightnowI'm
looking out on my deck with
30cm of snow and we’ve seen
five-foot snowbanks [this year].”

FIArally director Yves Matton
told MN last month he would
beinterested in seeinga second
snow rally come ontothe
calendarinthefuture. The
series’ existing winter event -
Rally Sweden -suffered warmer
than expected conditionslast
month, renewing callsfor the
eventtobemovednorthor
outof Europe completely.

The European Rally champion will attempt to defend his title

consistent. Wedid a very good
joblast year, but still there were
some unexpected things so we
have to combine our speed with
ourreliability. It’snot easy but
we will work hard.”

SMITH BEATS FATHER TO DONINGTON RALLY VICTORY > > JPAGE 26!
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HISTORICS EDITOR

PAUL
LAWRENCE

““Rally North
Wales has got
it spot on”

‘Whosontop
going to Australia?’
F1 testing round-up, p24

sy ST

‘CURSON DEFENDS
RALLY TEAM UK

RTUK’splans did get off the ground
atthe Cambrian Rally, when Curson
helped back Meirion Evans’ Hyundai
i20R5and James Williamsin a Ford
FiestaR2.

“Meirion wasin hisown car, butheand
James were supported by Rally Team UK
onthe Cambrian,” said Curson. “We paid
fortherunning of the carson theevent.”

Asked abouttheremainder of the drivers,
he added: “We gave them a contract, which
none of themliked because it was asking
them torepay their costsif they got some
income from motorsportin thefuture.

“Now, because they didn’tlike those
contracts, afew of them said they would
revisit this when we’ve got certainty
of carsand we’ve said that’s absolutely
fair enough. We haven’tfallen out with
anybody and we’relooking forward
to working with those driversin
thefuture.”

Curson said talk of multi-million-pound
budgets was exaggerated.

henloading the
carforaday’s
spectating on the
Cambrian Rally,

I realised itwas
fourlong months
since I’d last been to a gravel rally. It
was a stark reminder of how thin our
gravel rallying calendar has become.

As the first event of both the BRC and
BTRDA seasons, the quality at the head of
the main Cambrian field was outstanding.
The event organisers are to be commended
for the Llandudno town centre servicing for
the BRC field, which must have taken a
huge amount of work to make happen. We
preferred to head for the forest, however,
and had a splendid day.

But, and there was always going to be a
but, I'm not convinced everything in the
garden is rosy just now. Take the BRC field
out of the equation, for this was the only
time they'll share the pitch with the BTRDA
pack this season, and there were under
100 starters. That's seven down on 2018
and eight down on the snow-bound 2017
rally: rather disappointing numbers.

Were there unusual factors? Did some
clubmen stay away rather than run behind
the big field of R5 cars? The Elsi stage has
a poor reputation and seems to have lived
up to expectations. Did some crews stay
away in case it snowed again? All of these
questions and more will be occupying the
minds of event and championship
organisers right now.

Meanwhile, from a historic rallying
outlook, I've found myself watching with
interest as entries build for Rally North
Wales. It was half full in a week and full at a
120 maximum in three weeks. There was
atime, nottoo long ago, when a Welsh

Evans was
supported

Rally Team UK chief Paul Curson
has spoken outin defence of his
programme, following criticism fora
lack of progressinthe schemeandan
absence of moredrivers.

Curson told Motorsport News of his
frustrations since his plans were revealed
onthese pagesindJanuary. Since MN broke
the story, Curson says he has been working
togetcarsordered and the programmein
place—but car availability and funding
issues have slowed progress.

“It’s been an uphill struggle to get
carssorted,” said Curson.

“Wejoined the back of an already
long queueandit’s been difficult to get
anything concretein place.

“If we'rehonest, I think the January
announcementat the Autosport
International Show came too soonfor us.
Isaid atthe time thatit would be better to
startlow-key and wait until the end of
April or May when I have a significant
source of income comingin.”

“There’sbeenalotof criticismfrom
people who don’t really know what we're
doingor what we'retryingtoachieve,”
said Curson.

“Tobehonest, Ifeel like we’ve been
kicked in the teeth for the last six weeks
andI've questioned why we’re actually
botheringtodo what we’re doing. We saw
anopportunity todo some goodinrallying
andthat’s what we'retryingtodo.

“Thisisnotagetrich schemebyany
means. I’'mnot scamming anybody -Iam
actually trying to put somethingintothe
sportthat’sneeded. What we’re doingis
spending our money on drivers who we
think are worthwhile and genuinely
deserve the support.

“Oneof theaccusations we’ve hadlevelled
atusisthatall wedoishelptherich guys get
todrive some cars. Actually that’sthe
complete antithesis of what we’re doing.
We’re actually helping young guys who can’t
afford to do the programmes they should
be doingto get their careersup there.”

Young rally talent needs a helping hand so let Team UK work towards it

We’ve all heard plenty about Rally Team
UK, Paul Curson, Paul Curson’s provenance,
his plans and his potential. And, from such
service park speculation, views have been
formed and opinions shaped.

Curson’s had his say now. He’s well-
intentioned and is talking about offering
Britishrallying the biggest boost in its
history. And his messageis clear: forget

and the chatter and let Curson and

his team get on with the task in hand.

Britishrallying’s not exactly awash with

folk trying to do the right thing and give

young talent a helping hand, so the very

least we can do is extend Curson some

common decency to crack on and give

ita go. We’ll come back to him in May.
David Evans

what you’ve heard, forget everything and
focus on what’s coming.

In ourstory, he has detailed the funding
coming his way before the end of May. He
doesn’t want tocommit tohow many cars
he’sbuying or which events which drivers
will be doing —-buthe’s going to do so before
the end of May. Sonow, be quiet.

Stop the gossip, the tittle-tattle

Drivers gear up for Tour of Epynt rally " pritchard will be

Reigning Motorsport UK his fourth decade of rallying. BTRDA event would have blown RNW out
Asphalt Rally champion Sebastian Ling has of the water in terms of demand for entries.
Jason Pritchard headlines regularly competed in

the entry for the 2019 season
opener on the Tour of Epynt.
Pritchard will drive the
Ford Focus WRC that he
used for the majority of last
season, although he is not

France, but he enters this
event in his Citroen DS 3 R5
toround out the top five
starters. He is the highest
seeded R5 - of which there
are six -on the entry list. The

But times are a-changing and the old order
is being shaken up as competitors vote
with their feet. Including a 60-strong
historic field, RNW has over 100 two-
wheel-drive cars on the list.

Without wishing to over-simplify this, |
expected to defend his title championship will continue SEEDED ENTRY L ) ) reckonitis alot tg do with whopruz s Wf;ere
this year. Epynt regular to live-stream events. Tour of Epynt, Motorsport UK Asphalt Championship, March 10 i the field. The Cambrian. in what seems
Damian Cole issecondonthe @ The Manx National DRIVER/CO-DRIVER CAR ’ !
road and has switched from organisers will be visiting Jason Pritchard/Phil Clarke Ford Focus WRC05 tobe amood Settgr forBTRDA events,

a 2016-specification Ford the Tour of Epynt on Damian Cole/Shelley Rogerson | Ford Focus WRCO05 ran 1400s, Rally Firstand only selected

Fiesta RS WRC to a Focus March 9 and can be found Bob Fowden/Aled Davies SubaruImpreza WRC S11 historics in the first group. Everyone else

WRCO5 for his title bid. in the scrutineering and Hugh Hunter/Rob Fagg Ford Focus WRC05 was behind the 4x4s. Rally North Wales is
Hugh Hunterisinasimilar = documentation areas. Sebastian Ling/Aled Rees Citroen DS3R5 running all 2WD cars first, in reverse order.

car and could contest the Advice about the event Jamie Jukes/James Morgan Mitsubishi Mirage . .

season, although he is also including route, heavily Phil Turner/Simon Anthony Mitsubishi Lancer EQ Will any BTRDA event organisers follow

planning events in Ireland, discounted travel and Huw Reed/Anthony Hackett Darrian T90 GTR the RNW formgt, asthe Vel lar2018

and starts behind Subaru accommodation packages Richard Merriman/Kath Curzon Darrian T90 BTRDA-counting Woodpecker Stages

Impreza WRC driver Bob for both volunteers and John Stone/Jack Morton Ford Fiesta WRC did? Only time will tell.

Fowden who ticks over into competitors, is available. My view is that RNW has got it spot on

and is reaping the benefits. The thing that
really struck me about the Cambrian was
the lack of depth of 2WD quality. There

Scotland moves another step closer to closed-road motorsport with draft regulations

were lots of Fiestas, sure, but where were
the rear-wheel drives that usually deliver
some of the best action? Some of them
are heading for Rally North Wales instead,
it seems.

3 AGREE/DISAGREE?
. letters@motorsport-news.co.uk

after which Scotland will follow
England and Wales in devolving
power to suspend the Road
Traffic Actfrom government
toalocal councillevel.

This Act of Parliament cameinto
effectinEnglandin April2017and

Closed-road motorsport took
another stepforwardin Scotland
last week when draft regulations
were setin front of Parliament
inHolyrood.

Theregulations will be available
for discussion for thenext40days,

will bein a position to confirm

thesamelegislationisinplace

by the end of next month.
Boththe Mull Rally and Jim

Clark Rally organisers are hoping

toutilise that processtorun

onclosedroads this year.

was subsequently in placein
Walesin February 2018, allowing
the organisers of Rally GBto
closeroadsfor World Rally
Championshipaction for
thefirst timeeverinthe UK.
Itishoped Scottish Parliament
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CONGRATULATIONS
DAMIAN PRATTS!
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- BTRDA RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP

P RACEPARTS

WORLDWIDE SUPPLIERS
OF MIOTOR RACING
COMPONENTS

After only one season rallying!
All of us at Tsalta Motorsport are thrilled

and super excited for this year.
3 Rockfort, Wallingford, Oxon, OX10 9SDA

Tel: +44 (O) 1491 822000
e-mail: sales@raceparts.co.uk

T: 01970 630730
E: enquiries@tsaltamotorsport.co.uk

llving in N f England
Rallying in The North of England ?
2019 NORTHERN STAGE RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP
Forest Challenge
10 Feb Riponian Stages Rally (Ripon MSC) North Yorkshire www.riponian.co.uk
THE ASSOCIATION OF 277/J;é : ?reyksto:eCIStla)ges '(V\iest Eur?TbriakMz) v Ere’:;s;c(okke ) www.grﬁystote::ages.cok.uk THE ASSUC'AT'UN DF
ep rackro ubman's tropny (lrackro or orkshire WwWWw.rallyyorkshire.co.u HDRTHERN CAR CLUBS
NORTHERN CAR CLUBS 3 Nov Malton Forest Rally (Malton MC) North Yorkshire www.maltonmc.co.uk
a 7 Dec Grizedale Stages Rally (Furness DMC) Grizedale, www.grizedalestages.co.uk
f2al “% Tarmacadam Challenge
; 23 Mar North West Stages Rally (Motor Sport NW)  Fylde www.nwstages.co.uk
P — 21 Apr Warcop Stages Warcop Ranges www.northhumbersidemotorclub.co.uk
12 May Cetus Stages (Wigan MC) 3 Sisters www.wiganmotorclub.org.uk
STAGE 25 Aug Pendragon Stages Rally (Kirkby Lonsdale MC) Warcop www.pendragonstages.co.uk
Y 23 Nov Hall Trophy Rally (Clitheroe DMC) Blyton www.cdmconline.co.uk
_ Mixed Surface Challenge
cmﬂp’ﬂ“f”‘ps 17 Feb Jack Frost Stages (Darlington DMC) Croft www.darlington-motor-club.org.uk
e 7 Apr Lookout Stages (Trackrod MC) Melbourne www.trackrodmotorclub.co.uk/lookout
21 July Twyford Wood Stages (Mid Derbyshire MC)  Twyford Wood www.mid-derbyshiremc.co.uk
22 Sep Heroes Stages (Pendle DMC) Weeton Barr. www.pendledistrictmc.co.uk
6 Oct Harold Palin (Eastwood & DMC) Fulbeck www.eastwoodmotorclub.co.uk
2019 NORTHERN ROAD RALLY 2019
Date Event Club
19th/20th January Malton Laser Ryemoor Trophy Rally Malton Motor Club
9th/10th February Vauxcare Bruce Robinson Rally Lincoln Motor Cycle & Car Club
23rd/24th February John Robson Rally Hexham & District Motor Club
27th/28th April Primrose Trophy Rally Clitheroe & District Motor Club
15th/16th June Garstang & Preston Memorial Rally Garstang & Preston Motor Club
20th/21st July Maple Garage Beaver Rally Beverley & District Motor Club
14th/15th September Mercian Road Rally Mercia Motor Sports Group
21st/22nd September  Taybridge Clitheronian Rally Clitheroe & District Motor Club
2nd/3rd November Dansport Rally Matlock Motor Club
16th/17th November Rali Bryniau Clwyd Broughton-Bretton Motor Club
Promoting safer motorsport
across the North of England . .
For further details please visit www.ancc.co.uk
We also run an Autotest / Autosolo Championship and a Car Trial Championship




Bird finished fifth overall

Further rally outings

for younger Bird

Formula Renault Eurocup
regular Frank Bird is setfor
more MN Circuit Rally

Championship outingsfollowing

animpressive debutinlast
weekend’s Donington Rally.

The son of team owner and
banned rally driver Paul Bird
wasdraftedinasareserveentry
inaFord Focus WRC07, sharing
with Jack Morton whonormally
co-drivesforseriesregular,
John Stone.

Despite sustaining cosmetic

damage and abroken windscreen

from an off on the opening stage,
Birdfinished fifth overall on his

maidenrally intricky conditions.

“It’saverydifferent feeling,”
hesaid.

“Thefirststagedidn’tgoto
plan, butI’'mlearningalready.
Iwasabithesitant on the brakes
atfirst, butit’salotof fun.”

Co-driver Morton confirmed
the pair will also take partin
thenexteventat Anglesey.

Stone will alsofocus
hisattentionstoother
rallying commitments.

Mortonsaid: “I've got someone
young with menow, and we’ve
done well. He’slearning already
andI've got him for Anglesey too.

“Wejust outbraked ourselves
atthechicaneand collected the
tyres. He’s quick though.”

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

Questmead good
test for Bowen

Simon Bowen and Neil
Wearden both contested
Sunday’s Questmead Stages
aspartof their preparations
for the forthcoming North
West Stages.

Bowen, who won last
weekend’srally in his
SubaruImpreza WRC,
was able toidentify a
gearboxissue butheis
confident it will be sorted
in time for the closed road
event, which he won in 2016,
had a clutchissuein 2017
and didn’t contestlast year.

Hesaid: “Today gave us
some valuable seat time
and the chance to try some
settings. If itrainslike
it did today on the North
West Stages we’ll be ready!”

Wearden-makingarally
comeback for only his
fourthrally in 18 years—
took top 1600 honours
after finishingfifth in his
Hyundaii20 and was in
equally buoyant mood.

“IfeelIcan getmore

speed as the car was faster
than mein places,” said the
1999 Ulster Rally winner.
“But the North West

won’t be about driving

flat out, it will be about
drivingintelligently.”

EX-EVANS FIES
USEDBY McC

Car will be used on Malcolm Wilson Stages

TOP 10 SEEDED ENTRY LIST

MalcolmWilson Stages
NO | DRIVER/CO-DRIVER

CAR

Euan Thorburn/Paul Beaton Ford Focus WRC
Stephen Petch/Michael Wilkinson | Ford Fiesta WRC
Charles Payne/Carl Williamson Ford FiestaRS WRC

Connor McCloskey/Noel O'Sullivan | Ford Fiesta R5

Pat Naylor/lan Lawrence

Mitsubishi Lancer E9Q

lan Bainbridge/Daniel May

Subaru Impreza

lan Joel/Graeme Wood

Ford Escort Cosworth

Russ Thompson/Andy Murphy

Mitsubishi Lancer E9Q

Stephen Simpson/Paula Swinscoe | Ford Fiesta S2000

=00 |N|o |0~ WIN | —

o

Steven Clark/Mark Fisher

Mitsubishi Lancer E5

By Jason Craig

with fellow Irishman Noel O’Sullivan

Connor McCloskey has bought an
ex-Elfyn Evans Ford Fiesta R5 for

and hasregistered to score points.
Hehasalso confirmed his attendance
atthenextthreerounds—nextmonth’s

really enjoy,” he told Motorsport News.
“I'washappy tomissthe Cambrian—
Iwasn’tfussed aboutit—and thenew
car wouldn’'thave beenready in time
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Evans used Ford
Fiesta R5 in 2016

mathematically, then I will have to
reconsider our next step.”

With work on the Evans car having
only justbeen completed, including

the BTRDA Rally Championship.
McCloskey, the Gold Star runner-up
from 2013, will have hisfirstrunin the
right-hand-drive converted Fiestaon
this weekend’s Malcolm Wilson Stages

Rallynuts Stages, May’s Plains Rally
and July’s Nicky Grist Stages. Should
results fall kindly for McCloskey he
could enter more.
“Thesenextfewrounds are onesthatI

foritanyway.

“I'mstillundecided if Iwillbeina
position to domore than fourrounds,
butif things go better than planned,
and weareinastrongposition

arebuild of its suspension and the

paddleshifter beingfitted tothe

steering wheel, McCloskey is hoping

to give it a shakedown before he
heads overtothe Lake District.

McGloin makes history at Donington

Nathalie McGloin made
history at Donington Park as
thefirst tetraplegictotake
partinarallyinthelatest MN
Circuit Rally Championship
round, also takingadvantage
of new GT classregulations.

McGloin took partinthe
modified Porsche Cayman S
sheregularly racesinclub
events, adapted forrallying,
tointurnbecome the first
GT cartoventureintothe
championship underthe
newly-formed class.

“Itfeels weird compared to
normal actually, especially
when we’re going the wrong
way around Donington,”
said McGloin, whofinished
therally 33rd overall to win

the GT classasasoleentry.

“I'mthefirsttetraplegic
toenterarally in the world.
Motorsport UK helped me,
and they did mylogbook
withme.It’s[thecar]had
extraprotectorsadded, the
suspension hasbeen
raised andit’shad
mudguards putonit.

“All of thisadds weight,
but we’vethen got to take
italloutagainfor[racing
at] Snettertonnext.”

McGloin shared the
Cayman with Andrew Bayliss
and said on other potential
rally outings: “It’s possible.
We’ll see how it goes here
first, butI've been enjoying
it. Everyonehereis.”

Porsche Cayman S was adapted for the Donington Rally last weekend

MN Rally trials live onhoard footage and plans further coverage for future events

MN Circuit Rally
Championship organisers
were ‘delighted’ by results
after trialling live onboard
footage as an addition to
its media offering.

With the assistance of the
championship’s official

media partners, Torque, fans
were able toride onboard
with the Peugeot 306 Maxi of
series leaders Chris West and
Keith Hounslow throughout
last weekend’s Donington
Rally via its Facebook page.
Championship coordinator

Darren Spann said the

system will continue

in the coming events.
“I’'mdelighted with how

it’sgone,” he said. “It’sa

very expensive bit of kit,

and it’s worked a treat.

We chose the championship

leader to showcase this,
and formeit’sjusta
demonstration of how
we’re leading the way
with our technology.
“Welooked at the viewing
figures and we’re already
up by 50% this year.”

Only 15 spots left
for Tendring rally

Rally Tendring and Clacton
filled its 110-car entryina
matter of minutes, with
only an additional 15
placesremaining at the
organiser’s discretion.

The Chelmsford Motor
Club event, based on
roadsin Essex on April 28,
was thefirstrally touse
all closed roads since
England passed alaw to
make gettingaroad closure
permiteasierin 2017.

The highest returning
driver fromlast year is Mark
Strakerin his Darrian T90,
who was fourth in 2018, while
joiningthe entry this yearis
multiple Barbados Rally
runner-up Rob Swann.

This year the event
features extended mileage —
upto52.65—andis part of
three championships, the
English Rally Championship,
RAC Historic Asphalt
Championship and the
jelfmotorsport.com Stage
Rally Championship.
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Subaru Impreza
crew took the win

WETWEATHER FAILSTO

Questmead Stages Rally

ByPhilJames

Organiser: Warrington & District MC Date: March 3 Where: Three
Sisters Race Circuit, Wigan. Championships: ANWCC; SD34;
6rd.com Three Sisters Rally Challenge; F1000; J1000. Stages: 11
Starters: 58

Simon Bowen and Richard
Robinson recovered froma
stuttering start to set six fastest
stage times, bringing their Subaru
Impreza S11 WRC home 14 seconds
clear of the Ford Escort Mk2 of Eric
Roberts and Merfyn Williams.

Bowen’sday didn’t start well with a
stall on the stage two startline that
was soon followed by a spin —something
many others experienced in the
slippery conditions.

Robertshad been quickest from the off
before Peter Jackson edged his Escort

1

-
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He stayed there for four stages
before falling foul of a missed split,
Jackson admittingtohiserror,
slippingto 25th place at a stroke.

Robertsthenregained thelead,
reachingthelunch halt witha
nine-second gap over Bowen.

Astherainintensified Bowen set
aboutreelingin the Escortand, having
edged ahead on stage nine, he continued
tosetfastest timesto seal the victory.

Having completed the opening stage
infifth place, Lee Edwards and Mark
Robertsthen took sole possession of
the final podium place in their Escort
G3.Their only worry came with a
misfire on stage seven caused by a
quickly cured carburettor blockage.
John Richardson and Eric Wilcockson
had atrouble-free run tofinish a solid
fourthin their Escort Mk2.

MKk2into thelead following stage two.

Neil Wearden and Callum Cross

—

maintained atop 10 placing throughout,
eventually finishing fifth overall and
claimingthe Class Chonoursin their
Hyundaii20. Classrivals Dan Woods
and Tony Garrett finished five seconds
behind in their Peugeot 106, while Class
E winners James and Victoria Swallow
were just afurther two secondsin
arrears in their BMW 328 Compact.

Lee Griffiths and Chris Whittall had
beenlyingin 27th place following stage
two but from thereon the Peugeot 106
crewmade strides up the standings to
finish in eighth place.

Adam Williams and Rachael Atherton
suffered a second-stage spin and
dropped more time on stage eight when
aturbo pipe worked loose before the
Impreza crew ended the day in ninth.

Richie Hughes and Martyn Quant
survived a series of early half spins
before changingtyres and finishing

TR T
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10th in their Ford Escort Mk3.

Rob Wilson and Martin Haggett
recovered from a second-stage spin
tothen dominate the Junior Rally in
their Peugeot 107. The similar car of
Max Hughes and Chris Evansfinished
second, while Billy Grew and Emma
Morrison snatched third place in their
VW Up! on thefinal stage.

Results

1 Simon Bowen/Richard Robinson (Subaru Impreza WRC)
29m11s; 2 Eric Roberts/Merfyn Williams (Ford Escort Mk2)
+14s; 3 Lee Edwards/Mark Roberts (Escort G3); 4 John
Richardson/ Eric Wilcockson (Escort Mk2); 5 Neil Wearden/
Callum Cross (Hyundai i20); 6 Dan Woods/Tony Garrett (Peugeot
106); 7 James Swallow/Victoria Swallow (BMW 328 Compact);
8 Lee Griffiths/ Chris Whittall (106); 9 Adam Williams/ Rachael
Atherton (Impreza); 10 Richie Hughes/Martyn Quant (Escort Mk3).
Class winners: Richard Hague/Robert Bryn Jones (Nissan
Micra); Richard Bromley/Terry Martin (Vauxhall Nova); Wearden/
Cross; Roberts/Williams; Swallow/Swallow. Junior Rally:

1 Rob Wilson/Martin Haggett (Peugeot 107) 34m34s; 2 Max
Hughes/ Chris Evans (C1) +0m4bs; 3 Billy Grew/Emma

Morrison (VW Up!).

ey

@ ROAD RALLY ROUND-UP

A stunning second-half drive
secured victory on the Rali
Bro Caron for Kevin Davies/
Alan James.

They had lost over two minutes
after slipping into a ditch towards
the end of the first half, which
dropped themto 10th position.

However, they clawed their way
back, cleaning two sections timed
. to the minute at which most of
their rivals dropped time.

It was arally of high attrition

gt

i G among the leading runners.
g

By the end of the opening section
at Llandewi Brefi, Daniel Jones/
Gerwyn Barry, John Davies/Aled
Davies, Kevin ‘Penclaw’ Jones/
Lion Williams and Andy Davies/
Michael Gilbey were all out. The
last was after a power steering
pipe burstand caused a smallfire.
The result of all this drama was
that Mark Lennox/lan Beamond led
at Petrol. They built up a substantial
lead until they dropped a minute at
one control; they still led but by a
now narrow margin, which was
lost on the next section. The local

] crew of Carwyn Davies/Ryan

Giriffiths, running at Car 27, hit

the front briefly, but were quickly

overhauled by Davies/James,

who stormed through to win.

The Festival Targa used 16

tests, many slippery, to make up

36 miles of competition. The event

was won in dominant style by Owen

Turner/Rachel Vestey (MG ZR).
Ian Mills

Results

Rali Bro Caron

Organiser: Lampeter MC When: March 2/3
Where: West Wales Ghampionships: WAMC
Route: 90 miles Starters: 90.

1 Kevin Davies/Alan James (Ford Escort) 12m36s;
2 Carwyn Davies/Ryan Griffiths (Escort) +1m13s;
3 Mark Lennox/lan Beamond (Escort); 4 Malcolm
Tar’ Jones/Rhys Jones (Peugeot 206 GTi); 5 Craig
Judd/Lewis Sim (Peugeot 306 GTi); 6 George
Williams/ Dale Bowen (Escort); 7 Tomos Lewis/
Daniel Stone (Escort); 8 Dewi Davies/ Nathan Davies
(Vauxhall Astra); 9 Paul Morgan/Jamie Mills (Honda
Civic); 10 Stefan Davies/Reian Rees (Escort).
Class winners: Davies/ Griffiths; Huw Rowcliffe/
Owen Rowecliffe (Peugeot 206); Novices: Rhodri
Lewis/ Dion Phillips (Peugeot 206).

i The Festival Targa Rally

Organiser: Bath MC When: March 2 Where:
Wiltshire Ghampionships: ASWMC Route: 16 tests
Starters: 57.

1 Owen Turner/Rachel Vestey (MG ZR) 82m30s;

2 Gavin Rogers/ Georgina Clark (Ford Escort); 3 Paul
Tod/Rich Aston (Proton Satria); 4 Matt Fowle/ Pete
Johnson (Peugeot 106); 5 Matt Bown/James
Whitton (ZR); 6 Mick Valentine/ Peter Scott (Escort).
Class winners: Rogers/ Clark; Roger Fletcher/

Derek Mines (MG ZR); Chris Woolley/Jamie Woolley
(BMW E30); Ed Scott/ Mike Thomas (Satria).

Limerick Forest Rally cut
short due to heavy snow

Heavy snowfall forced an early
conclusion to the Limerick Forest
Rally —round two of the Irish Forest
Rally Championship.

With safety of paramount
importance, the Limerick Motor
Club organisers stopped proceedings
after the second stage (Mount Eagle)
of the County Cork-based event,
when only a few of the 78 crews
managed to get through the heavy
snowfall before the stage was blocked.

Onthe opening stage, top seed
and series leader Marty McCormack
(Skoda Fabia R5) along with late entry
Barry McKenna (Ford Fiesta WRC)
slid off and out of the rally, albeit with
superficial damage. Another late
entry Frank Kelly (Ford Escort MKk2)
scarcely got through all the gears
before he too had a soft landing and got
stuck in a ditch.

Keith Power (Mitsubishi Lancer E9)
led after SS1, with the Lancer E7 of
Michael Carbin just 0.9 seconds
behind. Mickey Conlon (Escort Mk2)
led the two-wheel-drive challenge and

McCormacksslid offand out of rally

also held third overall, 1.1s ahead of
David Crossen (Escort MK2). Patrick
O’Brien (Lancer E9) and William
Creighton (Peugeot 208 R2) completed
the top six as falling snow carpeted
the forest tracks.

At the Rockchapel service park
after SS2, clerk of the course
Anthony Nestor took the decision
to call off the remaining four stages
and declared aresult based on the
two stages. A decision on awarding
championship pointsis awaited.

Vey and Fletcher hold on

for Bovington success
Bovington Stages Rally

BylanHarden

Organiser: Bournemouth and District MC When: March 2/3 Where:
Bovington Camp, Dorset. Championships: ASWMC Sealed Surface;
ACSMC Tarmac; RAC Historic Asphalt Stages: 12 Starters: 64.

Andy Vey and Richard Fletcher
continued theirrecent strongformat
Bovington with a 34-second victory
over Damian Cole/Shelley Rogerson
(Ford Focus WRC05), following a tough
two-day scrap.

Benefitingfrom newly-fitted
suspension and ’diff on his Mitsubishi
Lancer E4, Vey traded fastest stage
times with Cole throughout Saturday’s
dry stages and held a seven-second
overnightlead.

Sunday started in different conditions;
onrain-soaked tracks, Vey pushed hard
on SS7, stretchinghislead by afurther
15s. Theresult was effectively settled at
the start of SS10: Cole’slaunch control
malfunctioned and the Focus stalled,
costingtime. Despite this, hefought
back, goingfastest on thefinal two tests.

Third-placed Geoff Bennett/John

Mitsubishi Lancer
E4 took top spot

Billett survived amisfire and a failing
starter motortofinish 1m19s behind
Cole. The Ford Escort MKk2 pairing
battled fiercely with Josh Payton/Jamie
Vaughan’s similar car, running neck
and neck until SS8 when Payton’s oil-
pump belt broke and heretired.

New wet weather tyres paid dividends
for fourth-placed Kevin and Sue Fossey.
The Escort MKk2 pairing mounted a
chargein the closingmiles to overhaul
Robde St Paer/Steve Hobbs. After de St
Paerretired with a broken wiper motor,
Jerry Bailey/Graham Lacey inherited
fifth —areward for fixingnumerous
brake problems. Andrew Phillips/

Chester Elliot finished sixth, their
Peugeot 205 using abog-standard
engine bought from ascrapyard.

Results

1 Andy Vey/Richard Fletcher (Mitsubishi Lancer E4) 1h9m2s;

2 Damain Cole/ Shelley Rogerson (Ford Focus WRC05) +34s;

3 Geoff Bennett/John Billett (Ford Warrior Escort Mk2); 4 Kevin
Fossey/Sue Fossey (Escort Mk2); 5 Jerry Bailey/ Graham Lacey
(Escort Mk2); 6 Andrew Phillips/ Chester Elliot (Peugeot 205
GTI); 7 Jay Wyatt/Sally Wyatt (Escort Mk2); 8 Roger Moran/Den
Golding (BMW M3); 9 Ben Short/Jon Lawes (Mazda MX-5);

10 Chris Wheeler/Shaun Layland (Citroen DS 3 R3T).

Class winners: Barry Pavey/Steve Hollis (Escort Mk1), Huw
Williams/ Ellie Williams (Peugeot 205), Short/ Lawes, Phillips/
Elliot, Bennett/Billett, Simon Worley/ Michael Stewart (Subaru
Impreza), Dessie Nutt/ Geraldine McBride (Porsche 911), Wayne
Thompson/Matt Duncan (Land Rover Wolf XD), Moran/ Golding,
Bailey/ Lacey, Dick Mauger/ Gino Gouveia (Escort Mk2), Dean
Fewings/Bob Smith (Triumph TR7 V8).




Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110 motorsport-news.co.uk MARCH 6 2019 19

in association with

\NRYAN

MOTORSPORT INSURANCE

-

b - ——




20 MARCH 6 2019 motorsport-news.co.uk

SPORTING SCENE C

in association with

\ RELIABLE ACCIDENT DAMAG
Log on for a quote toc

MOTORSPORT INSURANCE  1€1701799524202 Emal

National Hot Rods, England National Hot Rods, Northern BriSCAF1World Championship FIAWorld Rallycross
2018/2019 season Ireland 2018/2019 qualifiers 2018/2019 Championship
8 | Birmingham March 2 8 | Tullyroan April 13 9 Mildenhall April 6 1 Yas Marina, Abu Dhabi April 5
9 Hednesford March 24 9 |TBA April 19 10 | Sheffield April 14 2 Barcelona, Spain April 27
10 | Skegness April 19 10 | Aghadowey April 22 11 | Stoke April 20 3 [Spa, Belgium May 11
11 | lpswich April 22 11 | Tullyroan May 4 12 | King'sLynn April 27 4  |Silverstone, UK May 25
12 | Hednesford May 6 12 | TBA May 10 13 | Birmingham May 4 5 |Hell, Norway June 15
13 | Ipswich May 27 13 | Aghadowey May 17 14 | Skegness May 11 6  |Holies, Sweden July 6
14 | Aldershot June 9 14 | TBA May 31 15 | Northampton May 18 7  |Trois-Rivieres, Canada Aug3
16 | Buxton June 9 8 |Loheac, France Aug 31
National Hot Rods, England National Hot Rods, Northern 17 | lpswich June 22 9 |Riga, Latvia Sept 14
2019/2020 Ireland 2019/2020 18 | Belle Vue June 30 10 [Cape Town, South Africa |Nov 9
Semi-finals
1 | Birmingham July 20 1 |TBA July 26 SF1 | Sheffield Aug 4 British Rallycross
2 | Buxton Aug 18 2 | Aghadowey Aug17 SF2 | Buxton Aug 10 Championship
3 | Ipswich Aug 26 3 |TBA Aug 23 Final
4 | Aldershot Sept 1 4 | Tullyroan Aug 31 Final| King’s Lynn |Sept 14 1 Silverstone March 24
5 | Northampton Sept 29 5 |TBA Sept 6 2 |LyddenHill April 22
6 | Ipswich Oct19 6 | TBA Oct 4 BriSCAF1World Championship 3 [Pembrey June 22
7 | Hednesford Nov 7 7 | TBA Oct 25 qualifiers 2019/2020 4  [Pembrey June 23
5__|LyddenHil Aug 26
National Hot Rods, Scotland National Hot Rods, Ireland F | 1 Sheffield Oct6 6 Pembrey Sept21/2
2018/2019 2018/2019 2  |Skegness Oct12 7  |Croft Oct 26
3__|King'sLynn Oct19 8 _|Croft Oct 27
Lochgelly March 2 8 | Tipperary March 10 4 Mildenhall Oct 26
8 Cowdenbeath March 16 9 | Tipperary April 28 5  INorthampton Oct 27 BTRDA Rallycross
9 | Crimond April 28 10 | Tipperary May 18 6 |Stoke Nov 2 Championship
10 | Cowdenbeath May 11 11 | Tipperary May 19 7 |BelleVue Nov 10
11 | Crimond May 26 12 | Tipperary June 1 1 |Blyton Park March 24
12 | Lochgelly June 15 BriSCAF1 2/3 |Pembrey May 18/1¢
National Hot Rods, Ireland Shoot-outSeries 4  |Blyton Park June 30
National Hot Rods, Scotland 2019/2020 5/6 |Pembrey Aug 10/1°
2019/2020 1 |Birmingham Aug 24 7 |LyddenHill Sept 20
1 | Tipperary July 21 2 BelleVue Aug 26 8  |Knockhill Oct 20
Lochgelly July 20 2 | Tipperary Aug 17 3  |Sheffield Nov 6
2 Cowdenbeath Aug 14 3 | Tipperary Aug 25 4  |Skegness Oct 12 Irish Rallycross
3 | Crimond Aug 31 4 | Tipperary Sept 8 5 |Skegness Oct 13 Championship
4 | Crimond Sept 1 5 | Tipperary Oct27 6 |King'sLynn Oct 19
5 | Cowdenbeath Sept 14 6 | Tipperary Nov 3 7  IMildenhall Oct 26 1 Mondello Park March 3
6 | Lochgelly Nov 2 8  INorthampton Oct 27 2 |Tynagh April 7
9 |Stoke Nov 2 3  [Mondello Park May 19
Final |Belle Vue Nov 10 4  [Mondello Park July 20
5 |Mondello Park July 21
6  |Mondello Park Oct 20
7  [Mondello Park Nov 24
One-off National Hot Rod events One-off BriSCAF1 events
EVENT |PLACE |DATE EVENT |PLACE | DATE
European Championship | Lochgelly | April 6/7 UK Open Skegness May 12
Davy Evans Memorial Tipperary |May 19 British Championship Hednesford June 16
Angie Rowe Thunder500 | lpswich June 22 European Championship |Northampton July 28
Spedeweekend World Final | lpswich July 6/7 Gold Cup Venray, Holland | Aug 18
National Championship Hednesford | Aug 2-4 World Masters Northampton Sept15
British Championship Tullyroan | Sept21/22 GalaNight Birmingham Nov 16
Irish Open Tipperary | Oct12/13
Ulster Championship Tullyroan | Oct19

ey i spedeworth.co.uk
H Order rom our mable rendly websice! =k TR = infodOspedeworth.co.uk
Telephone 0208 5|8 9'26 ‘% — : 7 01252 322920

Order online:- WWYW'W. b L I"tﬂ n pﬂwe ry.com




motorsport-news.co.uk MARCH 6 2019 21

ECOVERFORCARS ON EVENT
lay - www.ryanmi.com
|- Info@ryanmi.com

Photos: Rose Hughes, Hal Ridge, Andrew Le Poidevin, mkpics.net, Colin Casserley

Motorsport UK British Scottish Sprint . .
Hillclinl:b Championship Champiogship BTRDA SportingTrials BTRDA Autotest
“W o pisce DAt
| 1 |LotonPark April 20/21 1 |Kames April 6/7 1 | Geoff Taylor, Bristol (BTRDA) February 24 1 |Curborough (Hagley and District MC) March 10
uill 2 | Prescott April 27/28 2 |Kames May 11/12 2 | Walsingham, Hampshire (750MC) March 3 2  |ManselLacey (Hereford MC) March 31
e 3 |Craigantlet May 4 3 |Golspie June 1/2 3 |PeterBlankstone, Worcestershire (MAC) March 10 3 |Juniper, Silverstone (CSMA SE London) April 14
i 4 |Harewood May 11/12 4  |Boyndie June 29/30 4 |Stuart Butterfield, Cumbria (Northern Phoenix TCC) March 16 4 |Mostyn (Rhyl and District MC) April 28
| 5 |GurstonDown | May 25/26 5 |Kames July27/28 5 | Stone Trough, Cumbria (Northern Phoenix TCC) March 17 5  |Halfpenny Green Airfield (Wolverhampton and South StaffsMC) [May 12
=) 6 |Shelsley Walsh | June 1/2 6 |Alford Aug 11 6 | Presidents Trial (Southsea MC) March 24 6 |Coventry Motofest (Loughborough CC) June 1
1 7 |Doune June 15/16 7  |Golspie Sept7/8 7 | JBTaylor, Crewkerne (Kentish Border CC) April 14 7  |Sherburn (Alwoodley MC) June 23
i) 8 |BarbonManor |July6 8 |Boyndie Sept21/22 8 | Pennine, Derbyshire (Airedale and Pennine CC) April 28 8 |Demon Tweeks Wrexham (Knutsford and District MC)  uly 7
4 9 |Harewood July 7 9 |Kames Oct5/6 9 |JiggersJug, Cumbria (Northern Phoenix TCC) May 5 9 | TBA(Southof Scotland CC) July 20
gl 10 |BouleyBay, Jersey | July 17 10 |Raymond Baxter, Cumbria (Northern Phoenix TCC) May 6 10 |Anglesey (Caernarfonshire and Anglesey MC) August 4
. 11 |Val des Terres, Scottish_ Hillc_limb 11 | Four Turnings, Cornwall (Camel Vale MC) May 12 11 |Hartlepool (Hartlepool and District CC) Sept 15
Guernsey July 20 Championship 12 | Spring Trial, Oxfordshire (Midlands TCC) May 19 12 |Demon Tweeks Wrexham (Whitchurch Motor Club) Sept 29
12 | Wiscombe Park | July 27/28 Summer break
. 13 |Shelsley Walsh | Aug10/11 1 Doune April 13 13 |Robin Jager, Cumbria (Northern Phoenix TCC) September 8 British Autograss
= 14 |GurstonDown | Aug 24/25 2 |Doune April 14 14 | Robin Alexander, Cornwall (Camel Vale MC) September 14 Championship
| 15 |Prescott Sept 7/8 3  [Fintray May 18 15 | David Ayers, Cornwall (North Cornwall and Launceston CC) September 15 RD |EVENT |DATE
ok 16 |Doune Sept14/15 4  |Fintray May 19 16 |Peter Fear Pauntley, Gloucestershire (Ross and District MC) September 22 1 Mallow, County Cork May 18/19
=5 17 |Loton Park Sept 28/29 5 |Doune June 15/16 17 |Charles Pollard, Northamptonshire (Peterborough MC) September 29 2 | Stroud June 22/23
il 6 |Forrestburn June 24 18 |John Southern, Cumbria (Northern Phoenix TCC) October 6 3 |Gloucester League, Gloucestershire July 14/15
2 | |Motorsport UK British 7  |Forrestburn June 25 19 | Mercian, Oxfordshire (Midlands TCC) October 20 4 |Yorkshire Dales, Bedale August 17/18
.4 Sprint Championship 8 |Fintray July 6 20 |Tulleys Farm, Sussex (Kentish Border CC) November 3 5 | North Wales, Chester September 28/29
ll 9 [Fintray July 7 21 _|Roy Fedden, Avon (Bristol MC) November 10 Reserve date: September 28/29
. 1 |Castle Combe |March?23 10 |Forrestburn Aug 24 22 | Loughborough (Loughborough CC) November 17
g 'é':g]!tesey QE:: 2/27 } ; E%r;iztb”m g:gtza = 23 G olcestoMidnceiee) Desancenl Motorsport UK British Drag Racing (all at Santa Pod) (Pro Modified)
B | 4 [BytonPark  [May18/19 . - — . RD |EVENT | DATE
| 5 |Pembrey June 1/2 BTRDA RAutosolo Championship 1 Festival of Speed April 19-21
) | |6 _|Aintree June 29 2 _|FIAMain Event May 24-27
s 7 |LyddenHill July13 1 Mitcheldean (Ross and District MC) March 17 3 |Summer Nationals June 22/23
W 8 |Kirkistown Aug 3/4 2 | Brooklands (CMSA SE London) March 17 4 |Mopar Euro Nationals August 2-4
Ll 9 | Knockhill Sept 7/8 3 | Kemble (Devizes and District MC) March 24 5 |FIAEuroFinals September 5-8
= 1l 10 |MIRA Sept 14 4 | Kemble (BathMC) April 7 6 |National Finals September 21/22
S 11 |Anglesey Oct5/6 5 | Finmere (Oxford MC) April 28
6 | Cheltenham (Sixty and Worcestershire MC) May 5 p— - —
; uropean championshi
Z \b{lr:sr?oijx;iz((%ﬁgg I\I\/ll\é\/)Motorsport S m:ﬁ } g (Top FuelPDragster, Il’)ro Modlzﬁed, Pro Stock, Top Methanol)
n 9 | Datton Barracks (Dolphin MC) June 8
- & . : T5e i 10 |Lymm Services (CSMA NW Motorsport Group) June 23 1 FIA Main Event, Santa Pod, UK May 24-27
1l e T i | W] 2 _.-:-,,_.'- | 5". 11 |Borden (Farnborugh District MC) July 14 2 |TierpInternationals, Tierp Arena, Sweden |June 6-9
il oy Vg 1RUE 12 [M65, Junction 4 Services (Under 17 Motor Club NW) August 4 3 |FHRA Nitro Nationals, Kauhava, Finland  |July 5-7
-4 : 13 |[Kemble (BathMC) August 4 4 |NitrOlympX, Hockenheimring, Germany  |August 16-18
17 14 | Mitcheldean (Ross and District MC) September 8 5 |Scandinavian Internationals, Tierp Arena Sweden | August 22-25
15 | Borden (Farnborough District MC) September 8 6 | FIAEuroFinals, Santa Pod, UK September 5-8
o 16 [M65, Junction 4 Services (Under 17 Motor Club NW) September 17
17 | Westonzoyland (Bristol MC) September 15
18 | Finmere (Oxford MC) October 6 ONE-OFF EVENTS
19 | Cheltenham (Sixty and Worcestershire MC) October 13 EVENT |DATE
20 |Booths Hall (Knutsford and District MC) October27 Motorsport at the Palace, Crystal Palace, London | May 26/27
21 | Curborough (double points) (BTRDA) November 17 Pikes Peak International Hillclimb, Colorado, USA | June 30
Goodwood Festival of Speed, Goodwood July 4-7
Chateau Impney Hillclimb, Droitwich July13/14
Y ? EMAIL = London to Brighton Veteran Car Run November 3
GOTASTORY? 5 FOLLOW US ON TWITTER
matt.james@motorsport-news.co.uk : @MNmotorsport

él ton
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May Bank Holiday

26th & 27th May 2019 \

ADMISSION, TICKETS AND
DETAILS ON OUR WEBSITE

www.sevenoaksmotorclub.co.uk

www.motorsportatthepalace.co.uk
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WSRis taking another hold step this year hy returning the BMW 3 Series to the grid. By Matt James

The initial renderings of
how the WSR cars will look

inninga
British
Touring Car
Championship
isaturbulent
time for WSR
teamboss
Dick Bennetts. Itisnotjust
thedramaon the pitwall that

can cause frayed nerves.

Backin 2009, when Colin
Turkington had claimed WSR’s
maiden BTCC crown at Brands
Hatch, backer RAC quitthe
programme. Lightning struck twice
in 2014 when, after another victory in
the category for Turkington, sponsor
eBay Motorsdecided todepart.

Sowhen BMW came calling
following Turkington’s third
triumphin 2018, Bennettshad a
reason to be concerned, but this
time it was good news—it wasthe
greenlight for the team to switch
from the 1251 M Sport to anew 330i
M Sportmachine for 2019.

“Wedidn’t get the verbal go-ahead
untilthe Monday afternoon after
winning the championship. We were
straightintoit!” explains the New
Zealander. “The 3 Seriesroad car
isbeinglaunched on March 9in the
UK, and that was quitea way ahead
of where we were at that stage.”

Designinganew carisnotthe
work of amomentandithasalready
taken up thousands of man hours.
Theinevitable delay in gettingits
handsonthebodyshellsmeant
thatthe WSR crew has beenflat
outsince the greenlight for the
project was given—andithasled the
teamtoalter some of its methods.

“There are two ways you can
design anew car,” explains Bennetts.
“You candoitby Computer Aided
Design—-CAD-oryoucandoitthe
old-fashioned way where youhave a
bodyshell and youdrawit, and doit
all that way. We got the bodyshells
attheend of November:the only

way we could hit the ground with
theproject wastouse CAD.

“Inanideal world you would need
fivemonthstodoanew carbuild
properly, so we are squeezing it
allin. The biggest thing will be the
bodywork because none of us have
seenityet. Thathasall been doneon
CAD, whereas the previous 1 Series
was all done the old-fashioned way
by designers with clay. We will have
togostraightin with that.”

In achampionship where so
many of the parts are mandated,
the flexibility for the designers can
belimited, but thereisstillahuge
checklist of things that need to be
brought together to getan NGTC-
speccar on the grid. It also helps
that WSR has one of the best brains
trustsin the paddock to call upon.

“We design thelayout of the car,”
explains Bennetts. “We design the
rollcage, we design the layout on
thefloor, where the seat goes,
where the pedal box goes, where the
electronics go, where the battery
goes, where the fuel tank goes —
although thatis fairly restricted.

“Thebiggest design area and the
most crucial part of itisthe front
of the subframe forward. We design
the ducting, we design the crash
bar, we design the mounting of the
bodywork. We were able to get on
with that, but we couldn’t have
done this project without the CAD
system we were using.

“Wehad three designers. John
Waterman, Kevin Berry and Simon
Cumberpatch all worked on it.
Simon [aformer Triple Eight Racing
and Arena International engineer]
did theinternallayout, Kevin
[who was Turkington’s engineer]
did therollcage and John’s done
thefrontend [Watermanis
Andrew Jordan’s engineer].

“We have got another outside
company doingall the bodywork,”
adds Bennetts. “It was not the

L%k

e —

Bennetts: big prospects

cheapest way, but we didn’t have
an option because we didn’t have
abodyshell. We had no option,
butthey have designed the
bodywork from the BMW CAD.

“Thatisall finished now, then
that goesto another technical
partner who then machines the
molds anditthen goestoanother
company to make the bodywork.
We aresittingback at base atthe
moment with our fingers crossed
hopingeverything will just bolt on
and it will all come together.”

Although thereis an xDrive
versioninthe 3 Seriesroad range,
which would have opened up the
drivetrain options for WSR, it has
decided to stick with rear-wheel
drive for the new saloon, which
will be fitted with the B48 motor,
the same that was used in the
125i M Sport.

Bennettsis sure of his decision
when it comes to the layout of the
drivetrain. “Possibly we could have
had front-wheel drive but the way
welook atitis:aslongaswearen’t
hobbled toomuch on regs, we think
rear-wheel drive is better because

mostracing carsare built that
way,” he says. “If it was so good,
why hasn’t F1 with all of its
money gone front-wheel drive?
Why don’t sportscarsdoit?”

There will be no margin for
error in this programme with the
beginning of the season looming
fast. “The target for the caristo
have two cars running for the media
day at Brands Hatch on March 27,
then a third will be shaken down,”
says Bennetts. “On the media day,
Colin and Tom [Oliphant] will share
the Team BMW car and Andrew will
hopefully have his own Pirtek one.

“We have got it mapped out here
onachartexactly what everyone
isdoing—anditisalmost downto
the hour, we know exactly what is
going on where. We are happy [with]
where we are atto gettwo cars
ready, butif an outside supplier lets
usdown, we could bein trouble.”

WSR has form when it comes to
new cars. The original BMW that
itran, the 3 Series E90, was a flat-
pack assembly kit from Germany
(“whichtook uslonger to put
together thanitshould have

The 1251 M Sport was a
two-time title winner

because all the instructions were
in German,” chuckles Bennetts)
andit wasarace winnerinits
fourth meetingin 2007.

Thenew 125i M Sport, which
was introduced in 2013, was even
better: it wasa winnerin the
second meeting at Donington.
The new-shape 3 Series haslofty
tyre tracks to follow.

“Itwon’t be easy in year one. If
we had started two or three months
earlier, we could have been out
testing and developing but we are
goingincold,” acknowledges
Bennetts. “We can’t change that,
so wejust haveto get on withit.
Havingthree cars at Brands and
beingreliable would be the biggest
win for us. We want miles and we
want data and we can work from
there.

“Noonehaswonthetitleinthe
NGTCerawithabrand new car.
Itis quiteinterestinglookingback -
andit wasn’t planned -but weran
the 3 Series E90 for six years, we
ran the 125i M Sport F21 for six
years: I hope thisoneishere for
awhiletoo!” l
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Technical expert Gary Anderson runs the rule over the Formula 1 field

HOW THE BIG PLAYERS ARE

.

g

Ferrarihaslooked strong
since pre-season testing
began. The car looks very
stable and gives the drivers
lots of confidence and on
all of the tyre compoundsit
haslooked well balanced.
Itsfront wing packageisa
nice and very simple concept
thatdoesn’t ask the airflow
todo anythingtoo critically,
soitshould be fairly benign
to other downforce-
producing components
further downstream.
Reliability hasn’t been
all thatfantastic, sothisis
the one thingthat could let

Ferraridowninthe early
races. The team must make
surethatitdoesn’trepeat
the mistakes of last year
as the season progresses.
Asfarasdriversare
concerned, Vettel did a
1m16.221s and Charles
Leclercdid a1m16.231s,
soit’s game on. Hopefully,
the battle between these
two will only help Ferrari’s
championship campaign
and not interfere with it.
ButI'm afraid we may be
hearing some lively radio
traffic between the drivers
and the pitwall at times.

Max Verstappen (NLD)

Red Bull will come away from
pre-season testingalittle
disappointed. Notonly did it
havea couple of crashes with
Pierre Gasly, butit wasn’'t
really able toshow itstrue
potential. But the carlooks
likeaRed Bull, meaningithas
lots of gripandthedrivers
can committothe corneras
aggressively asany other car.
Itbroughtupdates daily to
the second partof thetestso, as
theseareall things that would
havebeeninthe pipeline
before the caractually saton
the ground, I'm pretty sure
more parts will change before
the carsruninMelbourne.
It’sanewerafor Red Bull.
Afterbeing with Renault

RED BULL

Car: Red BullRB15 Engine: Honda Drivers: Pierre Gasly (FRA),

commitmentfrom Hondato
getitrightandbeing with
Red Bullleavesnoplaceto
hide. Red Bull expects wins,
perhapsnotonaregular basis
thisyear, but afew victories
arenecessary otherwise
Max Verstappen might just
starttosee which other
teams have a seat going spare.
In Verstappen, Red Bull has
adriverthatjusthastheraw
speed. He does things with
the carthat otherscanonly
dream of. Gasly isthe new boy
inthemothership. Yes, he
drovefor Toro Rossolast year,
butthe pressuresare very
different. He blotted his copy
book intesting with a couple
of crashes and personally I

RENAULT

Car: Renault R.S.19 Engine: Renault

Drivers: Nico Hulkenberg (DEU), Daniel Ricciardo (AUS)

Renaulthas gone about
testingin a very business-
like way, not tryingto
impressbutdeliveringa
time when going for it.
Thecarisdefinitely a
step forward fromlast
year and looks consistent
onthetrack. Withthe
team built back upto
whereitneedstobein
terms of facilitiesand
resources, thisisexactly
what wasrequired from
thistest. Renaultisnow
the third full works team
and hastobe comparedto
Ferrariand Mercedes.
Engine-wise, Renault

claimstohave moved
forward this year more
than any other since the
hybrid power units were
introduced. Ithasto
show thatontrack.
Driver-wise,ithasa
strongline-up.In Nico
Hulkenberg, Renaulthas
the consistency tobe able
tounderstand whereit
hascomefromandinnew
signingDaniel Riccardoit
hasaprovenrace winner.
I'mpretty sure they will
work together for the good
of theteam, and both will
have smiles on theirfaces
alongtheway.

RACING POINT

Car: Racing Point RP19 Engine: Mercedes Drivers: Sergio Perez
(MEX), Lance Stroll (CAN)

AsForcelIndia, thishas
always been ateamthathas
given avery good bangfor
your buck. Now, having been
taking over by a consortium
led by Lawrence Stroll, it
hasthefinancestoshow
itstrue worth. This won’t
happen overnight, butat
leastnow it can planfor
future developments and
carry themout.

This team hasalways come
tothe pre-season testsaiming
to get thereliability sorted for
thestartof the seasonand,

thefirstrace, the ultimate
performance wasnotthemain
objective. Now, withitsnew
owners, Racing Point seems
tobeheading the same way.
Thedifference this year
isit will definitely be able
tomanufacture the update
partsand, lookingat the
performance, that’sneeded
if itisgoingtobeatthe pointy
end of that midfield battle.
Thatareaisgoingtobe
tougher thanithasbeenfor
many years; blink in the
wrong place onaqualifying

since 2007,ithasnow teamed haven’tyet seen anythingthat knowingthatanupdate lap and you couldlose half
up with Honda. Thereisbig really excites me about him. would be available before adozenplaces.
H AA s Car: McLaren MCL34 Engine: Renault Drivers: Lando Norris (GBR), Carlos Sainz (ESP)
Car: Haas VF-19 Engine: Ferrari Drivers: Romain Grosjean (FRA), Kevin Magnussen (DEN)
Overthelastfewyears,I Whenthecarisonthe
Duringthefirst week of of pointslast year, sothat havebeen fairly critical of longerruns, whichrequire
testing, the carlooked very isanareaitmustimprove McLaren but from what higherfuel,itisnotas
good; stable with good grip on.Itdoesn’'t matter how Thaveseenduringpre- consistentanditlooks
andthedriverscould fastthecaris, if youcan’t season testingI believeit liketherearsstartto go
committothe corner with getittothechequeredflag hasturnedthecorner. away fairly early.
confidence. Butfromthat without problemsthen it The carlooks good when New technical chief
asabaselexpectedslightly  isall wasted. onnew tyres and pushing James Key joiningjust after
| fastertimesfromitduring Driver-wise, Haas has foratime, soIthinkitis thefirstrace of the season
| Ilthe second week. areasonable pairingin beingrunon fairly low should bringMcLaren
Perhaps Haasjust kept Romain Grosjeanand fuel. That said, qualifying some knowledge fromthe
itspowder dry and knows Kevin Magnussen. Both in Melbourneiscritical outside world of how Red
whatit’s capable of sowill of them could do with soit’sbettertogothere Bulland Toro Rosso went
letitshowin Melbourne. stayingout of trouble well prepared. about their business.
Theteamthrewawayalot moreregularly.
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LINING UP AHEAD OF MeLB0URNE

MERCEDES B

Car: Mercedes F1 W10 Power unit: Mercedes Drivers: Valtteri Bottas (FIN), Lewis Hamilton (GBR) Circuit: Barcelona, SpainWhen: February 26-March 1 Weather: Cooland dry

P IDRIVER [TEAM [DAY1 [DAY2 |DAY3 |[DAY4
1 'Sabastian Vettel |Ferrari SFO0 1m17.925s 1m18.195s |- 1m16.221s
Formulal’sdominant of different corner speeds 2 LewisHamiton MercedesF1 W10EQPower+ {1m20.332s [1m18.943s [1m18.097s |1m16.224s
forcehad aslow startto that Barcelonathrows at 3 CharlesLeclerc  [Ferrari SF0 1m18.651s Inotime 1m16.231s |-
pre-season testingbut, as you. I’'m sure Mercedes 4 MaltteriBottas ~ MercedesF1 W10EQ Power+ |1m20.167s |1m18.941s |{1m18.862s |Im16.561s
you’d expect, gotintothe willfine-tuneit before 5 NicoHulkenberg RenaultR.S.19 1m20.348s '1m19.056s |1m17.496s |1m16.843s
battle at thefront after Melbourne and from the 6 AlexanderAlbon [Toro Rosso-Honda STR14 1m18.649s - 1m16.882s |-
bringing amajorupgrade times we have already 7 Daniil Kvyat Toro Rosso-Honda STR14 1m18.682s |- 1m16.898s
packagetothesecond test. seenit will be battle royale. B CarlosSainz  McLaren-Renault MCL34 1m17.144s 1m16.913s
Buttoachieve good times Driver-wise, no-one can 8 Romain Grosjean Haas-FerrariVF-19 1m18.330s |1m17.854s |1m17.076s
required digging deep, and doubt that Lewis Hamilton 10 LandoNoris  McLaren-Renault MCL34 1m17.709s F 1m17.084s |-
onthelastday of thetest isatthetopof his game 11 Pierre Gasly RedBull-HondaRB15 1m17.715s - 1m17.091s |-
Mercedes wasn’t shy about but can hemaintain the 12 DanielRicciardo RenaultR.S.19 1m20.107s {1m22.597s |1m17.204s {1m17.114s
throwingon anothersetor pressureinanothertitle 13 KimiRaikkonen |AlfaRomeo-Ferrari C38 1m18.209s |- 1m17.239s
two of the softest tyresat fight? And asfar as Valtteri 14 [Lance Stroll Racing Point-MercedesRP19  [1m17.824s - 1m17.556s |-
thecar. Bottasisconcerned, he 15 |KevinMagnussen Haas-Ferrari VF-19 1m18.769s - 1m18.199s |1m17.565s
Ontrack,itlooksabitlike must performfromrace 16 'Antonio Giovinazzi AlfaRomeo-Ferrari C38 1m18.589s - 1m17.639s |-
the Ferrari. It’s stableand one. Thisishislast chance 17 MaxVerstappen |RedBull-HondaRB15 1m18.395s |- 1m17.709s
hasalotof gripbutdoesn’t tohold ontoavery coveted 18 SergioPerez acing Point-Mercedes RP19 1m17.842s - 1m17.791s
seemtohaveasconsistenta  seatandthereareothers 19 |GeorgeRussell  \Williams-Mercedes FW42 1m19.662s 1m18.130s |-
balancethrough therange outtherelined up totakeit. 0 |RobertKubica  |Wiliams-Mercedes FW42 1m19.367s |- 1m18.993s
Times in bold are each driver’s fastest
LAPS COMPLETED BY DRIVER
TORO ROSSO
Car:Toro Rosso STR14 Engine: Honda
Drivers: Alexander Albon (THA), Daniil Kvyat (RUS)
This could actually be a bit of downforce. 4 SAINZ
big year for Toro Rosso. Driver-wise, itlooks 5 HULKENBERG
Itisnow working more like Alex Albon has
closely with sister team been abeen areal find. _
Red Bull and, using the When you consider he
same Honda engines, neverdroveanF1 car
the car characteristics until Toro Rosso did the
ALFA Ro M E o will be similar. shakedown, he’s been 9 __KVYAT
This is Toro Rosso’s impressive throughout
Car: AlfaRomeo C38 Engine: Ferrari second year with Honda testing. Daniil Kvyat
Drivers: Antonio Giovinazzi (ITA), Kimi Raikkonen (FIN) and everything always hasthe speedif he can
runs alotsmootheras control hisaggression.
Thisisthe team that pre-season testinglooking you build arelationship Hehad a pretty bad 13 GROSIJEAN
probably progressed fairly well balanced, if a with your partners. The deallast time, buthe 14 GASLY
morethananyoneelse little short of ultimate caragainlooks well will havelearned and e m——
overthe2018season.This  downforce. Butasthetest balanced but perhaps candeliver the results m
wasalsoduetoLeclerc has goneon, the car seems mightjustlack alittle given the tools. . =1 =
gettinguptospeed with tohavedeteriorated. 17 GIOVINAZZI ;-'-_:"'ﬁ_ 5
F1, whichhe certainly did Asthetimeshave f g
impressivelyandhewas  startedtotumble, 18 LECLERC ! Aewmigc
rewarded withaseatwith  probably becausethe 19 NORRIS — :
Ferrari. KimiRaikkonen  trackisgettingmoreand =
wenttheotherwayandis  morerubberedinand
now driving for the team offeringa bitmore grip,
whereitall startedforhim. therearlooksnervous-— LAPS COMPLETED BYTEAM
Withacloser forcingthedriversto
relationshipwith Ferrari  workalittle harder.
thanithadlastyear,and Withthe carnow afully
takingaleaf outofhow  Alfaentry, Ferrariisnot
Haasusesasmuchas goingtostand back and
possibleboughtinfrom allowittofloundersoin
Ferrari, 2019 should be theendIthinkitwillbea S LAEUE
anotherseasonof moving bestof therestcontender. 5 TOROROSSO
up theladder for whatis Butitmightjusttakea
now AlfaRomeo. few raf:es., beforethat
The car started materialises.
8 FERRARI

©

RACING POINT
10 REDBULL

WILLIANMS

Car: Williams FW42 Engine: Mercedes Drivers: Robert Kubica (POL), George Russell (GBR)

LAPS COMPLETED BY ENGINE

Williamshad only fiveanda Williams just messed up But Williamsisateamthat needstowork.Idon’tmeanit
half daystogetthroughabout itsplanning. neededtracktimetogettothe  needstogooutand winraces MERCEDES 1436 §FERRARI 1301 JRENAULT 956 JHONDA 811
amonth’s worth of work. If thishad been Red Bull, performancesweetspotof the  butitneedstobeabletoqualify

Paddy Lowe has stated thatit
wasnoindividual component

andfinishracesinthetop10.
If Williams can do that it will

car—if, thatis, thereisasweet
spotinthere somewhere.

Mercedes or Ferrari you could
live with it because theirnew

that created this situation, it car performance Nopressure, have moved forward butfrom
wasjustthat these carsareso hitratiooverthe butforthesake initial testingitlookslike that
muchmorecomplicatedthan  lastfewyearshas of the future of mightnotbeeasy.Itisabetter
they were afew yearsago. been pretty good. illiamsthiscar  carthanlastyearthough.
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CLASS ROUND-UP

Aflurry of late dramain Class B
went in favour of Mark Clayton and
Nic Clayton in their spectacular
Austin Mini.

Their joy came at the expense of
late heartbreak for Bob Vardy, who
led the class from the start untila
final stage slip-up under braking
for Coppice sent him skittering
into the gravel.

“It was a typical front-wheel drive

offin conditions like these,” said rival

Paul Sheard, who was following the
Ford Fiesta on the road at the time.

Vardy's retirement promoted
Sheard’s Mazda MX-5 to third in
classto collect maximum MN
points once again, despite an
early misfire costing himin his
lengthy battle for second with
Ken Sturdy's Suzuki Swift.

Dale Lawson moved to within
four points of Craig Aston's
Class A championship lead after
sealing MN spoils forthe second
consecutive rallyinhisMG ZR.

Third place was the best he could
muster in class, finishing 1m10s
adrift of the similar car of overall
class winners Mark Jones and
Anthony Windle.

Previously a navigator for his
father, Jones enjoyed success in
the driver's seat on this occasion
inan MG ZR benefiting from a
rebuild after suffering a blown
engine lastyear.

His winning marginwas 57s
thanks to six stage wins from
the seven contested, with Tom
Bishop’s Vauxhall Nova trailing in
what was only the third rally for the
car. “lt has been running well all
day,” said Bishop. “It was slippery
outthere. It was starting to make
aweird noise as it went on, but
otherwise it's gone well.”

Overalland MN successin
Class C wentto Josh Davey forthe
second consecutive rally, backing
up the Darrian T90's triumphant
return at Snetterton.

“It's been a handful, but we
haven't spun,” he said of the
conditions, reliability woes now
finally appearing a thing of the
past. “It feels much better than it
did at Snetterton, and problems
look to be going —touch wood.”

Robin Adams (Ford Escort Mk2)
was over three minutes adrift, while
Mike English battled the conditions
in his often-sideways Escort Mk2,
recovering from engine dramas at
Snetterton that left the car “needing
more strength”

Chris West and Keith Hounslow
maintained an unbeaten recordin
Class D, as they aim to wrap up
the overall title at Anglesey after
winning the battle to be best of
the 2WD machines.

Overall winner Guy Smith also
claimed Class E. The top three
finishersin class were all not
registered for MN points, meaning
thataccolade instead went to the
flying Subaru Impreza of John
Giriffiths and Nigel Wetton.

Nathalie McGloin made history
asthefirst GT Class winner, on
herrally debut, after making a late
switch to the Porsche Cayman
she usesin circuitracing.

Davey won again in Darrian

WINS FAMILYA
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Le Mans winner beats father to Donington Rally spoils. By DanMasoin
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Guy Smith won
by 16 seconds

ather and son

went head-to-head
inthe Donington
Rally last weekend,
with Guy Smith
pippinghiselder
forasecond MN
Circuit Rally Championship
victory of the season.

The 2003 Le Mans 24 Hours winner
battled a spring storm and the constant
threat from father Peter Smith
throughout the day, only taking the
advantage after theinterval as the
Ford Fiesta pairs dominated toend
Chris West’s rampant winning streak.

“Istupidly gave away all my secrets,”
joked valiant runner-up Peter Smith
after he and co-driver John Millington
missed out by 16 seconds.

Rain was expected and duly arrived
as clear morning skies were soon
punctuated by showers, which
immediately switched advantage
to the four-wheel-drive Fiestas.

More unexpected, though, was the
leaderboard after a hesitant opening
stage. Buoyed on by recent Jack Frost
Stages Rally success, initial bragging
rights went the way of Peter Smith as
he went 5s quicker than Cadwell Park
victor Guy Smith to throw a curveball
into the family dice.

Thelatter quickly hit back, but
was first to be caught out by the
conditions when he spun away 11s
onstage three of the seven.

“It’s slippery around the Melbourne
loop and out the back,” said the
younger Smith. “People have been
sayingfuel spray from passing
planesiscausingabit of that.”

He wasn’t the only frontrunner to
be caught out. Mother Nature made
wrapping up a second consecutive
MN title an arduous task for series
leader West. Stage one conditions
were “not quite wet enough” for wet
Michelins accordingto co-driver Keith

| Hounslow after an uncharacteristically

tentative start for the two-wheel-drive
Peugeot 306 Maxi crew.

Losing 29s on the opening stage
alone, spins on stages four and six
kept the 306 pair too far adrift despite
fightingto a brace of stage wins of
their ownin between.

The storm proved unrelentingin
the afternoon but Guy Smith showed
his circuitracing experience as the
lead finally changed handsin his
favour on stagefive.

Although Peter Smith improved
his time by eight seconds on the repeat
run of the stage, he still surrendered
thelead to his son asthe younger
Smith took his third stage victory of
the day with arapid run 6s faster than
his previous best.

“Iknew he could pullit out,” said
Peter Smith after conceding thelead
and being unable to prevent the
inevitable, as Smith Jr and Patrick
Walsh grabbed a second win of the
season with ablisteringfinal run.

“The weather’s been wild, butit’s
been areally good day for us,” said
the winner afterwards. “[Peter]’s
been amazingfor his age; remember
he’snearly 70 now.”

West had to settle for best of the rest
inthird to extend his serieslead toa
gaping 90 points, unable to seal the
title early but setting himself up
to complete the job next time out
at Anglesey.

“Overall, I'm still really pleased to
have only been beaten by two mega cars
with very good driversinthem,” said
West afterwards. “We were the best
2WD car by miles today, and it amazes
me every time we go out just how good
this caris, andit’s getting quicker.”

Anotherreliable outing for the
Darrian T90 was rewarded with fourth
place for the rapid Josh Davey, making
considerable gains from a measured
returnlast month at Snetterton.

Formula Renault Eurocup racer
Frank Bird -son of banned rally
driver Paul -camehomeavery
respectable fifth on his first ever
rally after being called up as alate
replacement from the reserve entries.

e

West will have to wait until Anglesey before being able to wrap-up title

RESULTS|
Donington Rally, MN Circuit Rally Championship, round 6/8, March 3
POS | DRIVER/CO-DRIVER | CAR |TIME

1 Guy Smith/Patrick Walsh Ford Fiesta R5 49m32s
2 | Peter Smith/John Millington Ford Fiesta WRC +16s
3 | Chris West/Keith Hounslow Peugeot 306 Maxi +36s
4 | Joshua Davey/Tamsyn Davey Darrian T90 +1miis
5 Frank Bird/Jack Morton Ford Focus +1m45s
6 | Paul Swift/Jessica Swift Ford Escort Mk2 +2m32s
7 | Steve Tilburn/Jack Tilburn Ford Escort RS2500 |+2m55s
8 | John Griffiths/Nigel Wetton Subarulmpreza +3m07s
9 | Philip Hopkins/David Jenkins Mitsubishi Evo +3m23s
10 | Craig Fleming/Alex Fleming Subaru Impreza +3m34s

Hounslow; Griffiths/ Wetton.

Event class winners: Smith/Walsh; West/ Hounslow; Davey/ Davey; Mark Jones/Anthony Windle (MG ZR); Mark Clayton/
Nic Clayton (Austin Mini); Nathalie McGloin/Andrew Bayliss (Porsche Cayman ), Paul Gorge/Daniel Hurst (Mazda MX-5).
MN class winners: Dale Lawson/Andrew Lawson (MG ZR); Paul Sheard/Bruce Lindsay (MX-5); Davey/ Davey; West/

After oneday of testing at Teesside,
the battle-scarred Ford Focus was
comfortably in the top five — despite
having a windscreen replacement
following an altercation with a
chicane tyre wall.

Sixth place went the way of another
seriesreturnee, Paul Swift, joined by
wife Jessica Swiftin the same Ford
Escort Mk2 he narrowly missed out
onthe title with two years ago.

Unlike that season when heretired

in similar conditions on stage one of
the Donington Rally, Swift made the
finish to keep Steve Tilburn’s RS2500
atbay. The latter moved up to second
inthe pointsasaresult, helpedin the
afternoon by advice from fellow
competitor West to “push harder”.
John Griffiths and Nigel Wetton
were best of the Subaru Imprezas,
theirs and the similar car of Craig
Fleming sandwiching ninth-placed
Philip Hopkins in his Mitsubishi Evo.
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Paul Lawrence went to the first round of the MN Historic Road Rally Championship
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J Winners Tom and
: Roger Bricknell

RESULTS]

Tour of Cheshire

1 Tom Bricknell/ Roger Bricknell (VW Golf GTi) 1061 marks; 2 lan Crammond/ Matthew Vokes (Mercedes 280SL)
1063; 3 Howard Warren/lain Tullie (Porsche 911) 1066; 4 Darell Staniforth/ Nicky Staniforth (Mini Cooper S)

near capacity
field, afiercely
competitive
eventandavery
successful format
made Saturday’s
Tour of Cheshire
the perfect opener for the
Motorsport News/HRCR Historic
Road Rally Championship.

After arelentless day of rallyingin
the Cheshirelanes and at Oulton Park,
the key spoils went all the way back to
Cornwall when son-and-father crew
Tom and Roger Bricknell took victory in
their VW Golf GTi.In atensefinish, the
Bodmin crew just pipped 2018 winner
Tan Crammond and 2017 winner Howard
Warren for amemorable victory.

The Knutsford and District Motor Club
event marked thereturn of MN backing
for aroad-basedrally championship. Not
since the end of the much-loved Motoring
News Road Rally Championshipin 1987 has
this paper backed such a competition. The
backinghelps mark the 25th anniversary
of the Historic Rally Car Register
championship and the clubmansroadrally
sceneisinremarkably good health.

Lined upin the car park of the Bickerton

1118; 5 Richard Isherwood/ lan Canavan (VW Golf GTi) 1123; 6 Martyn Taylor/Amy Henchoz (Vauxhall Astra)
1132; 7 Andrew Buzzard/Robb Lyne (Ford Escort Mk1); 8 Mark Turner/ Gary Evans (Talbot Sunbeam) 1224;
9 Clive Martin/Anji Martin (Ford Escort Mk1) 1225; 10 Brian Whyte/ Elise Whyte (Datsun Stanza) 1239.

NATIONAL HOT RODS REPORT
Haird'’s first blood as Hot Rods roll again

National Hot Rods

By Graham Brown

Organiser: Incarace When: March 2 Where: Birmingham Wheels
Raceway Starters: 26

As the National Hot Rods restarted
their World Series campaign, it
was Chris Haird who drew first
blood at the back-to-work event

in Birmingham.

Despiteno top-five finish in either heat
it was still a typical workmanlike job by
Haird throughout the meeting, turning
up theheat to win thefeaturerace and
fending off a tough challenge from Billy
Wood along the way.

The 26-car entry was quite sufficient for
an evening of difficult driving conditions,
continuous squally showers meaning
that the track changed almost minute by
minute. That entry alsoincluded three
welcome debutants in the shape of Mark
Shelper, Stefan Lloyd and Lance Bowen,

as well as the brand new Peugeot 205 Evo
III of Lee Carlin.

With drizzlein the air, thefirst heat
took place onamoreorlessdry track,
thefield storming away with Ivan
Grayson at the head of it.

hasshownin the past thathe’s pretty
good in the wet and hisred Ginetta was
soon hunting down theleaders. He
forged past Grayson and on intothelead,
continuing topull clear for the duration.
Infact, themain talkingpointin this

Poacher on Saturday morning were 80
pre-’86rally cars, ranging from Elliott
Dale’s 1937 Bentley Derby Special (the lone
pre-war car) to the 1984 Datsun Stanza of
Simon Mellings. In between were Porsche
911s, Mini Coopers, Ford Escorts, Golf
GTis, Volvo Amazons and even the humble
Morris Minor of Brian and Janette Dwelly.

Ahead of themlay 100miles of regularity
sectionsinatotalroute of 165 milesand
10timed special testsin the grounds of
Bolesworth Castle and on thelow-grip
rally stage at Oulton Park. The stingin the
tail wasadeciding 19-mileregularity test
usingmore of the Bolesworth estate and
demandingstrictadherence to average
speeds and pin-point navigation.

Thepace on the publicroads, with
suitably low average speeds, may have
beenrathertamerthan in the good old
days of road rallying, but the competition
wasnolessintense and the top of thefield
was packed with seasoned campaigners.

New championship secretary Martin
Phaff said: “We’ve got people competing
who goback to the good old days of
the Motoring News Championship
including Peter Valentine, who won the
championship with Kevin Videan, Roger
Powley, Brian Goff and Peter Rushforth.

Chris Haird was tracked down in the Birmingham final by Billy

Thefirst timeI wonaMotoring News
point Peter was the clerk of the course
ontheTargaRusticana.

“Nick Bloxham, son of John, is competing
and John won the MN championship 50
yearsago, usingaLancia Fulvia, sowe’ll get
him outinmy car at some point this year.”
On Saturday, Phaff’s chauffeur was
former WRC co-driver Fred Gallagher.

Acrossthe special tests, Bricknell,
Crammond/Matthew Vokes (Mercedes
280SL) and Warren and Iain Tullie (Porsche
911)werevirtually inseparable and just
onesecond covered the three cars. However,
Crammond spent much of the day chasing
back from a couple of costly regularity
errorsand ablistering performance on
thefinal section catapulted the Mercinto
second, two seconds down on Bricknell
and three up on Warren.

“That wasagood day,” said Bricknell after
hisfirst ToC victory. “It’salonghaul from
Bodmin andIreally enjoyed the sections
in Bolesworth.” Crammond was equally
pleased despite admitting to twomassive
overshootsinthefinal section. Warren
justmissed out on afourth ToC win but
was full of praise for the event. “Thelast
regularity wasamazing,” hesaid. “That’s
areally good startto the championship.” H

Wood

Grayson swiftly lost the advantage to
Shaun Taylor, who was soon building
onhislead,leaving Graysoninalonely
second while Russ Wilcox, Alistair
Lowe, Colin Hitch and Andy Lane
disputed theplaces.

Moving beyond half distance, Taylor
looked to have matters sewn up, only
occasional clumps of backmarkers
threatening to unseat him. Buthe
handled the traffic nicely toremain
unchallenged, Grayson taking second
well clear of third man Lane.

Therain had made the track really slick
forthe second heat. Taylor and Grayson
were again thefirst to show and swiftly
settled into the top two places. But Lane

race came after the flag when Terry
Hunn, having suffered a spin after
contact with Billy Wood, drove into the
back of Wood’s car at full tilt. The steward
sent Hunn for an early bath, while Wood
was able to get hisinitial disqualification
overturnedfollowinga protest.
Taylorlooked to be on for another good
resultin thefinal. But, with therain
halted again and adry line appearing,
tyre choice was critical —and Taylor’s
wasn’ttheright one. He still led away
and left fellow front row man Lane
behind as the Ginetta also struggled
badly onthe changed track. It soon
became clear, however, that the men
normally occupying the upper reaches

of the points chart were the ones
handlingthe conditions best.

Haird was on areal charge and rapidly
hitthefront, with Wood chasing him.
Following afirstheat non-start with
technicalissues, Shane Bland wasn’t
longinmovingupto third in this one
ahead of Kym Weaver, Jack Blood,

Carl Waller-Barrett and Gavin Murray.

Wood wasjust startingtolook as
though he might be able to get on terms
with theleaderin any case when the
yellows came out for a couple of stranded
cars. That brought Wood right onto
Haird’s tail and produced the prospect
of arealfight to thefinish. The world

champion had the pressure on rightfrom
the greenflagtoobut Haird kept his cool
and thelead in masterful fashion, Bland
crossingthelineaquarter of alap
behind them to claim third.

Results

Heat one: 1 Shaun Taylor (Vauxhall Tigra); 2 lvan Grayson (Vauxhall
Tigra); 3 Andy Lane (Ginetta GAOR); 4 Alistair Lowe (Vauxhall
Tigra); 5 Colin Hitch (Peugeot 206); 6 David York (Vauxhall
Tigra); 7 Aaron Dew (Ginetta GAOR); 8 Carl Waller-Barrett
(Vauxhall Tigra). Heat two: 1 Lane; 2 Taylor; 3 Grayson; 4 York;
5 Dew; 6 Chris Haird (Vauxhall Tigra); 7 Paul Gomm (Vauxhall
Tigra); 8 Lowe. Final: 1 Haird; 2 Billy Wood (Vauxhall Tigra);

3 Shane Bland (Vauxhall Tigra); 4 Gavin Murray (Vauxhall Tigra);
5 Waller-Barrett; 6 Jack Blood (Vauxhall Tigra); 7 Grayson;

8 Chris Crane (Vauxhall Tigra); 9 Taylor; 10 Dew. Standings
(after 8/14 rounds): 1 Haird 312; 2 Jason Kew 287; 3 Rob
McDonald 285; 5 Murray 276; 5 Wood 272; 6 Kym Weaver 249.
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2019 CAR TESTING WITH MSV

of car testing across its five race
circuits, with events to suit all
needs from Semi-Exclusive to
pre-race meeting test days.
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*Donington Park 20 cars
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- Semi-Exclusive Testing

| Open and closed wheel cars aIIowed
M Maximum of 16* cars on circuit

M Open pit lane — for maximum track
time with minimum stoppages

Open Pit Lane Testing

“No sessions,
M Race cars only
M Timing allowed
M Overtake on either side

no time constraints

Instructors (ARDS grade A or S)
allowed in car free of charge!

o ) ———
0843 4532000 www.msv.com/testing

e

General Testing

I Pre-race days — ideal for last minute
set up and circuit knowledge

Calls will cost 7p per minute plus your telephone company’s access charge.
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BBANDS HATCH = DUNINGTUN PABK = QULTON PARK = SNETTERTON = CADWELL PARK

|\ﬂSV'-.1' KIDS UNDER 13 GO FREE TO ALL EVENTS

NOTHING BEATS EXPERIENCING THE THRILL AND ATMOSPHERE OF LIVE MOTOR RACING. OUR 2019 SEASON HIGHLIGHTS ARE LISTED BELOW BUT FOR A FULL CALENDAR AND
IN-DEPTH INFORMATION VISIT OUR WEBSITE WWW.MSV.COM. DISCOUNTED ADVANCE TICKETS AND GRANDSTAND SEATS ARE ALSO AVAILABLE ONLINE.

6/7 April
19-22 April
21/22 April
27/28 April
3-5May
4/5 May

4 -6 May
18/19 May
24-26 May
25/26 May
1/2 June
8/9 June
14-16June
22/23 June
29 June
29/30 June

Kwik Fit British Touring Car Championship
British GT and BRDC British F3 Championships
British Truck Racing

Kwik Fit British Touring Car Championship
Donington Historic Festival

Blancpain GT World Challenge Europe
Bennetts British Superbike Championship
British GT and BRDC British F3 Championships
Bennetts British Superbike Championship
Masters Historic Festival

American SpeedFest 7

Masters Historic Weekend

Bennetts British Superbike Championship
British GT and BRDC British F3 Championships
Vintage Motorsport Festival

Kwik Fit British Touring Car Championship
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Brands Hatch
Oulton Park
Brands Hatch
Donington Park
Donington Park
Brands Hatch (GP)
Oulton Park
Snetterton (300)
Donington Park
Brands Hatch (GP)
Brands Hatch
Donington Park
Brands Hatch (GP)
Donington Park (GP)
Donington Park
Oulton Park

5-7 July

19-21 July

3/4 August

3/4 August
10/11 August
10/11 August
16 - 18 August
18 August

24 -26 August
6 - 8 September
7/8 September
14/15 September
4 -6 October
12/13 October
18-20 October
2/3 November

MOTUL FIM Superbike World Championship
Bennetts British Superbike Championship
British GT and BRDC British F3 Championships
Kwik Fit British Touring Car Championship
DTM (German Touring Cars)

Convoy in the Park featuring British Truck Racing
Bennetts British Superbike Championship
Festival Italia

The Historic Oulton Park Gold Cup

Bennetts British Superbike Championship
British Truck Racing

British GT and BRDC British F3 Championships
Bennetts British Superbike Championship
Kwik Fit British Touring Car Championship
Bennetts British Superbike Championship
British Truck Racing and Fireworks

Donington Park (GP)
Snetterton (300)
Brands Hatch (GP)
Snetterton (300)
Brands Hatch (GP)
Donington Park
Cadwell Park
Brands Hatch
Oulton Park

Oulton Park
Snetterton (300)
Donington Park (GP)
Donington Park (GP)
Brands Hatch (GP)
Brands Hatch (GP)
Brands Hatch

F[]R M[]HE INFORMATION AND TO BOOK TICKETS

WWW.MSV.COM 0843 453 9000

Calls will cost 7p per minute plus your telephone company’s access charge. All events and dates subject to change.
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Simon Kingsley made the long trip to
Hampshire from Yorkshire worthwhile
tolead the Walsingham Sporting
Trial all day and winina convincing
manner from reigning MSA champion
lan Wright, who slipped up a couple of
times during the second round of
sections, as conditions dried slightly.
The podium was completed by Richard
Sharp on nearly double Kingsley's
winning score. Andy Wilks won the
blue independent class in fourth, with
BTRDA chairman Stuart Beare just
behind. George Watson faded as the
day went on, tofinish in sixth overall.
Mark Howse in his post-historic
Facksimile finished a brilliant seventh
overalland best red live-axle, just three
points ahead of top clubman PhilHaines
and Andy Gowen who tied. Gowen is
normally found in the passenger seat
and made arare change of position.
Five-time Northern Ireland Autotest
champion Steven Ferguson took a
narrow win over another quintuple
title-holder Peter Grimes in this year's
opening round in County Tyrone.
Despite a pylon penalty on the first test,
Grimes was just 0.8s behind at the end,
with James Wilson close behind in third
place. Nova driver David Thompson was
next, with other class wins for Ashley
Lamontand Sam Bowden.

Duncan Stephens, Paul Phelan

Walsingham Sporting Trial

Organiser: 750MC. When: March 3. Where: Queen
Elizabeth Park, Petersfield. Starters: 33.

1 Simon Kingsley (Crossle); 2 lan Wright (Sherpa Indy) +10
points; 3 Richard Sharp (Cartwright); 4 Andy Wilks (Crossle);
5 Stuart Beare (Sherpa Indy); 6 George Watson (Hamitton);
T Mark Howse (Facksimile); 8 Phil Haines (Facksimile);

9 Andy Gowen (Facksimile); 10 Sam Beare (Sherpa).

Northern Ireland Autotest

Organisers: Autotest Drivers’ Club. When: March 2. Where:
Loughry College Campus, Cookstown, County Tyrone.
Starters: 34.

1 Steven Ferguson (Mini-Nova Special); 2 Peter Grimes
(Mini-Nova Special) +0.8s; 3 James Wilson (Mini Special);

4 David Thompson (Nova); 5 Chris Grimes (Mini-Nova
Special); 6 Ashley Lamont (Westfield); 7 Mark King (Nova);
8 Sam Bowden (Mini); 9 Paul Mooney (Nova); 10 Jonni
McDaid (Mini).

Photos: Ken Reay, fiaworldrallycross.com

ROUND-UP
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ONRACING AT BALLYMENA

Short oval to shut down as promoter decides to stand down

The circuit surrounds
a football ground

By Matt James Ireland Hot Rod scene. Arbuthnot

hasbeenin charge of the shortoval,

intentions. Thanksgotoall drivers,
family and friends who have supported

Inastatement, Arbuthnot said:
“Ithasnotbeen an easy decision to

Ballymena Raceway in Northern
Ireland will shutdown as the
promoter Aubrey Arbuthnot
has decided to leave the venue.
The circuit, which first openedin
1969, has hosted a variety of categories
overitsyearsof operation and was
acentral venuefor the Northern

whichisbased on the perimeter of
NorthernIreland Premier League
clubBallymena FC, since 1990.
Thesiteis council-owned, butracing
will now cease asnonew promoter will
take over and there have been various
disputes between the football club,
theracing scene and the council.

make. Ifeel Thave served my time,
havingbeen involved with stockcar
racingsince 1972 and currently being
thelongest standingmember of the
OvalRacing Council.

“The promotion apologise to their
registered drivers and also toraceway
supportersforthislate notice of

theraceway.Ialsowish tothankallthe
fansfortheir supportover my 30 years
and also all staff, workers and loyal
supporterstogether with St John’s
Ambulance crews.”

Arescheduledroster of short
ovalracesin NorthernIrelandis
currently being devised.

Ekstrom’s team returns
with Szaho in an Audi

Despite owner Mattias Ekstrom
announcingin December that his

EKS World Rallycross squad would not
be presentintheseriesin2019,the
team will run a 2018-specification

Audi S1for Krisztian Szabo this year.

Followingback-to-back titlesin the
EuroRX Super1600 championship with
Volland Racing, Szabo graduated to
Supercarlast year with EKS for the
final tworounds of the EuroRX season
andfinished on the podiumin France,
drivingayear-old S1.

Szabo, 29, said “Since the beginning of
my career, | have been dreaming about
racingin World RX. Mattias announced
lastyearthathe will stopracingin 2019,
which meanshehasmore time tofocus

onmanagingtheteam. My goal isto win

the World Championship and tofinish

inthetopthreeinasmanyracesasIcan.

Thisisa ‘now ornever’ opportunity.”

IRISH RALLYCROSS

Points situation unclear as poor weather halts play at Mondello Park opener

Irish Rallycross
By Paul Phelan

Organiser: Carlow Car Club. When: March 3. Where: Mondello
Park, County Kildare. Starters: 61.

featured a total cancellation of
Irish motorsport for the same
reason, except thatitstarted a
day earlier before any car had
turned a wheel in anger.

Intheheats, Tohill’s Ford Fiesta
had clinched pole for the Supercar
Final, while his main rival Noel
Greene’s Mitsubishi Mirage was
amechanical casualty.

Thatleft the Morris brothers,
Darragh and Michael (Subaru
Imprezas), as the champion’s
potential closest challengers
before things were halted.

In the Modified division, former
overall title holder Willie Coyne
claimed polein his Vauxhall Corsa

on atie-break from Peter McGarry
in Tohill’s two-wheel-drive Ford
Fiesta (ashis own VX220 wasn’t
ready in time). The Vauxhall Corsa
of Dick Sheenan headed the Rally
Cars after the three heats, ahead of
the Peugeot 205 of Patrick Donoghue,
while David Maher topped the table
for the Ford Fiestas.

Jack Byrneled the Junior class from
Christopher Grimes and Loughan
Farrell, with Ronan Mackle heading
Martin McAteer in the Buggy section.

The next championship round will
be at Tynagh, in County Galway, on
April 7, with the series organisers now
faced with the task of how to allocate
points for Sunday’s curtailed outing.

Triple Irish champion Derek Tohill
started the day as firm favourite to
open the new Irish Rallycross
season with another win, but
his hopes were thwarted by the
weather which forced a halt to the
proceedings after two of the six
semi-finalsin the interests of safety.
Heavy rain showers gradually
turned into sleet, which in
turn became heavy snow as the
afternoon wore on.
This same weekend last year

Szabo will handle an EKS AudiS1

Hansens reunited with refreshed attack on World Rallycross Championship

Kenneth Hansen has succeeded
inreviving his own World
Rallycross team for the

2019 season.

The squad, which will be called
Hansen Motorsport MJP, will
field Peugeot 208 WRX Supercars
for the Swede’s sons Timmy
and Kevin.

Hansen ran a works-backed World

RX programme as Team Peugeot-
Hansen from 2014-2017 until
Peugeot Sport took the rallycross
team in house and continued to
employ the Hansen family. But
Peugeot withdrew from the

category at the end of last year
after the switch to using electric
carsin the series was delayed.

Hansen’s team has acquired
2018-specification 208s, the same
car that Sebastien Loeb used to
win the Belgian round last year
before Peugeot introduced anew
version of the car for the second
half of the season.

Hansen, a 14-time European
Rallycross champion, said: “As a
family, rallycross has been a big
part of our lives for aslongasIcan
remember and, after our setback
towards the end of 2018, we worked

harder than ever to put together a
deal to secure our place this year.

“It was areal last-minute
agreement, but we are here and
ready torace with a small but
efficient team made up of some
of the most talented people in this
sport. In the Peugeot 208 WRX,
we know we have a car with race-
winning pedigree, and both Timmy
and Kevin have repeatedly proven
their potential on the World
Championship stage.”

Both Hansen brothers will also
compete in the new GRC Europe
series this year.

Timy Hasen will have abusy year inWorld RX and i GRC Europein20 19 -
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Now there can be no more F1 excuses

The grand prix teams will be heading to Melbourne and 2019 looks very open

Watching the onboard footage of Sebastian Vettel’s fastest lap during testing in Barcelona last week, it looked so simple and unflustered.
The Scuderia, according to most of the experts trackside, has stolen a march on the rest in the early stages of the year at least. That should
set up a tantalising season.

World champion Lewis Hamilton has admitted that the red cars are likely to be the big rivals to Mercedes domination. Toto Wolff has pointed it out too, and so
has Valtteri Bottas. There are some furrowed brows in Brackley, and genuine optimism elsewhere. Looking deeper into what we've learned, Charles Leclerc
looks like the real deal alongside Vettel, and the Honda partnership with Red Bull seems like it will reap some strong rewards.

Then there's rookies Alex Albon, Lando Norris and George Russell to assess, and there is a spring in the step of Kimi Raikkonen in the rebranded Alfa Romeo
machine. We don't know all the answers yet, but the prospects are certainly intriguing.
Matt James, Editor (Twitter: @MattJMNews)

MN does not always agree with opinions expressed in letters

DIGITAL .. WRITETOUS
|SS“E MotorsportNews

1EtonStreet,
- '/ JRichmond,
TWI1AG

FAVOURITE OF
THE WEEK!

Duncan Stephens’s photograph of a BMW from the recent Chairman’s Car Trial

T
.

Snetterton Stages, by David Harbey

" s n . — = —"."_
D : e R

Gerallt Price snapped David Bogie Iain Trice also visited Snetterton Stages

i

- T o o .

Donington Park reverberated to the sound of this gorgeous Osella. By Rich Cranston John Gorton braved the cold on a visit to Rally Sweden and papped Gus Greensmith

GOT AN OPINION? y 2 2 LET US KNOW: LETTERS@MOTORSPORT-NEWS.CO.UK
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Head Down Under for the carry on where he left off?
firstround of the Australian Find out on Friday (1400-
Supercars Championship 1600hrs, BT Sport1).
from the streets of Adelaide. And catch highlights from
Scott McLaughlin came into the openingevent of the Irish
the season as the man to beat National Rally Championship
having won his first Supercars ontheBirr Stages. All the best
title last season. thrills and spills will be shown
Atthe wheel of the new Ford on Saturday (0930-1000hrs, BT
McLaughlm was man to beat Mustang, would he be able to Sport2).

Rally W SS15:1700- Monday M End ofday2
Mexico, 1800hrs, BT Sport MEnd of day 3 review: Sunday,
BT Sport ESPN review: 0530- 0400-0430hrs
Friday 0600hrs, BT Sport3 MEnd ofday3
W SS1:0200- Sunday review: Monday,
0300hrs, BT Sport3 MEnd of day 2 Red Bull TV 0400-0430hrs
review: 0500- B Endofday1
Saturday 0530hrs, BT Sport 3  review: Saturday, 5 Spike
B End ofday 1 W SS21:1800- 0400-0430hrs E Highlights:
review: 0500- 1930hrs, BT Sport M SS15: Saturday, Monday, 1900-
0530hrs, BT Sport2 ESPN 1650hrs 2000hrs

. Williams Renault
1: Laguna
: While the 1997 Williams Renault
: Lagunamay have had amore
| ¢ distinctive livery, playing video
| : game TOCA 2meant|grew up
| : battling the Blend 37 liveried cars
= driven by Alain Menu and Jason
- Plato. A simple design, mostly a
: dark green with flashes of yellow,
: it was one of the more memorable
: liveries from the British Touring Car
: Championship's Super Touring era.

: Benetton B190

: The Benetton team was known
forits eccentric liveries in the late

- 1980s and early '90s. And the one
= usedin 1990 onthe team’'s B190

Mazda 787B : was no exception. You either loved
More cars should have orange in their liveries and the 1991 Le Mans 24 - orhated the livery which was made
Hour-winning Mazda 787B is a perfect example of a racing machine that : upofblotches of yellow, red, green
looks quick and was quick. If the bright orange and green didn’t grab your - andblue. It really was a unique
attention, the rotary 26B Wankel engine wailing in the back certainly : spectrum of colours and stood
would have. : outinapackedfield.

PLUS: ALL THE USUAL NEWS, VIEWS AND REPORTS

TV aumf {LISTINGS |

! RALLY
. SATURDAY :

: mBishopscourt :
]a_llguar I-Pace ; Circuit :
rophy: Hong Kong ! McGrady Insurance
M Race: Sunday, 0545-0645hrs, : Stages
BT Sport3 _ : Starts 0930hrs :
' . ! AdmissionTBC :
Formula E: : Web bishopscourt.org :
Hong : BCockermouth,
Kong : Cumbria :
M Race: Sunday, : MalcolmWilsonRally
0730-0930khrs, : Starts 0700hrs
BBC Two/0730- : Admission TBC
0930hrs, BT Sport Web malcolmwilson.co.uk
3/Eurosport 2 :
. SUNDAY :
IndyCar: : EEpyntRanges, :
St Petersburg : Powys :
H Race: Sunday, 1630-2030hrs, Sky : Tour of Epynt :
Sports F1 : Starts 0840hrs :
: Admissionfree
NASCAR: Phoenix : Web ptmconline.com
M Race: Sunday, 1900hrs, Premier :
Sports 2 : Details correct at time of
: pressbut please check

: beforetravelling
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SPARES AND ACCESSORIES

www.kaylan.co.uk

| Wf
© Full range of engine components for: __.,.,-"
(fciry) i @ LOTUS FORD TWIN-CAM Roce Exhoaoust s
— LOTUS 900-SERIES
= p VAUXHALL XE The Stainless Steel Rally Exhaust Specialists ...

< o VAUXHALL ECOTEC Like U
The winning ROVER K-SERIES L 'H s sod et
iy buy sl twitter.com/SimpsonExhausts facebook.com/SimpsonRaceExhausts

formula in h_lgh STEETSRE’ORT-‘;-UK 01753532222 Simpson - Exhausts
AN performance plastic...

erude of & Workd Ral
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|Alloywheelrepairs.com |

« Repairs to aluminium and magnesium
wheels and castings.

+ Wheels chemically stripped, fine
bead blasted and powder coated.

+Wheels inserted and PCD and M ITSU BI SH I

offset altered. Grp N, R4,
[ Chevette ] B13 / Open Class
- Manufacturers of cars and components
to build Works spec Chevette HS/HSR.
+ HSR body kits, springs, shocks, roll
cages and all parts required and all
parts required to build cars to works Tel 01524 761398
spec.
Hawk and Carbotech - 40 years of experience to share. Large amount of
motorsport compounds parts held in stock

IAN JEM'SON ready for immediate
ENGINEERING despatch View our

online catalogue at

r ark

foarkl

Q

HOME FARM, 81 MAIN STREET,

tech BISHOPTHORPE, YORK, YO23 2RA waynesis@aol.com

\(_)1 904 703 86?:) www.arnsidemotorsport.co.uk
PERFORMANGE BRAKES www.cambridgemotorsport.com

| CGMbl’ide sales@cambridgemotorsport.com
‘Motorsport Parts

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

Vehicle We supply a

comprehensive range of

Wl r| N g wiring products for repair,

modification or complete

P rOd u C'tS rewire to your vehicle

TO
ADVERTISE
YOUR NEW
PRODUCTS

DURATEC (-’ ZETEC) [=!(t11] = AND

et ——
5

DURATEC ZETEC
ENGINE ENGINE SERVICES IN

» 1.6, 1.8 & 2.0 Litre
» 200-340 BHP - » 188-275 BHP OUR NEXT

- i zetec
COMPLETE ENGINE & COMPONENT DEVELopmenT| | 155 UE CALL
0 2 0 3 Visit our website, phone or email for a free catalogue

wwwwwwww.dunnellengines.com /i1 www.vehicleproducts.co.uk

Tel: +44 (0) 1449 677 726 E-Mail: infO@dunne"engines.com 4 0 5 8 1 0 9 Tel: 0115 9305454 | email: sales@vehicleproducts.co.uk

. . Vehicle Wiring Products Ltd,
Unit 10 Tomo Business Park, Tomo Road, Stowmarket, Suffolk, IP14 5EP, England 9 Buxton Court, Manners Ind Est, llkeston, Derbyshire, DE7 8EF
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NEW Massive 20179 Full colour Rally Design Motorsport Catalogue NOW AVAILABLE!
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MARKETPLACE
EviojessionaliMotonspontiParts¥S paresiGaRallylEquipment:

Tel: 01227 792 792 Fax: 01227 794 888

UNIT 4, ST. AUGUSTINE’S BUSINESS PARK, ESTUARY WAY, SWALECLIFFE, KENT CT5 2QJ

COME AND SEE Us AT

STONELEIGH

2019 BANK HOLIDAY WEEKEND

= LdllYLesIOng

T —
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woss - cATALOGUE 2019

Mk1 Mexico front wing, LH or RH each £265.22 £3118.27
SUNDAY 5"' & MONDAY 6"' may Mk2 front wing, LH or RH, std, each f..-'j‘.'!. 10 £86.52
Mk2 front wing, LH or RH, RS2000  each E175.00 £270.00

Full listing of all MkT and Mk2 body panels on our website

Atlas plate style diff, historic spec. with ‘Boreham’ mods,
I&tmﬂrsidegcar: E495.80 E594.96

SPARES X-Flow ally radiator
Spare side gears, 18 tooth each £32.50 £39.00 £179.60 £21 5.52
Motorsport plate kit £83.90 £100.68

Wavy plate each £16.30 £19.56 ESCORT BRAKING PARTS

X-Flow ally radiator
E179.60 E215.52
RS2000 (Pinto) ally radiator

Atlas CWP 3.4, 1.7, 4.6, 5.1
Allas axle casing, thick

£251.80 £302.16

Wilwood brakes kit, 265x 10, Powerlite caliper

£299.51 £359.471

tube, double pinned & breather £198.60 £238.32 Wilwood brakes kit, 247x20, Midilite caliper £468.49 £562.19 £179.60 E215.52
Pig’s head only £165.00 £198.00 Wilwood brakes kit, 285x21, Midilite caliper £571.40 £685.68 13/235 oil cooler
Balance bar box, cable clutch E189.50 £227.40 _ 50.10 £60.12
Balance bar pedal box, hydraulic clutch E215.00 £258.00 Rl | - [l
RMD master cylinders from £21.50 £25.80 B[] Lockable fuel filler
Wilwood master cylinders from £29.50 E15.40 ‘A cap assembly
Aﬂ; m stubs, R/H & L/H thread pair £49.90 £59.88 Wilwood proportioning valve, knob E42.50 E51.00 B £49.50 £59.40
Ax ing rings, R/H & L/H thread pair £21.90 £26.28 Wilwood proprtioning valve, lever £57.50 £69.00 ilicone i i g
Locking ring adjustment tool £25.50 £30.60 Blackline ‘swaged” stainless brake lines, 3-line £29.74 £35.69 f‘;ia;;ah;ns;z: ‘:‘;;:::?::’ r:':;]ﬂsmun
Caliper mount brackets, suit AP pair £29.50 £35.40 Classic Ford wheels 6x13 £69.00 £82.80 £62.14 £74.81
7x13 E76,00 £91.20
813 £87.50 £105.00
axis £99.00 £118.80

Fully floating hub assembly without shafts pair £218.60 £262.32
Fully floating axle kit, inc.(2) F/F Hub assemblies Classic Ford -Il;l; *"""" o
plus (2) ‘4340’ halfshafts, 18 tooth £69.00 £82.
{choice of length) £228.60 £394.38
Flange to suit F/F hub kit £49.50 £59.40
SPARES
Studs each5.90 £7.08
Seal pack z£13.90 £16.68 Poly’ bump staps, top axle mounting pair £8.712 £9.75
Bearing. top qualit each £38.90 £46.68 Escort 11/1300 front springs, 145-220lbs pair £33.80 £40.56
770mm 4340° shaft, 18 looth each £77.50 £93.00 Escort RS front springs, 145-2201bs pair £33.80 £40.56
820mm ‘434" halfshaft, 18 tooth each £82.50 £99.00 1.9 & i;: coil springs, 20,000 in stock! from £15.90 £19.08 WE.P ir;fdrupler ;ge: pump E29.00 £34.80
Adjust seal kit £24.50 £29.40 WCP solid state fuel pump £19.00 £22.80
ﬂ"b‘:‘*‘“ '“"H‘-’hff Ko 1 st Cronp ¥ msmw from 4340 alloy steel  }jeiper or, 2.257-2.25" £10.50 £12.60  WCP injection fuel pump from £32.19 £38.63
ve induction hardened o Rockwell A - Gaz, s‘mﬁl‘e front shocks each £67.60 EB1.12 Bonnet pin kits, stainless £5.00 £6.00
4340 is about twice as strong as 1040 (the material which Mﬁh&mmﬂ& : T o+
manufactured from). It has a high ’gm of ductility to absorb shock G{;Lz' fﬁ G;“’-i)‘J front shocks ﬂ Efg?gg F.;;g;g Bonm:l't_g;?n kits, alloy o fj; :::: ég;g
chekratmn taking off the differential and CWF. However, lilns O rafe rear shocks B - Aeroc S 1. .
a very n-m?m to sustain high torque loads without failure. 4340 is the Quick steering racks RH 2:9 ratio £119.50 £143.40 Avanti map light from £19.50 £23.40
ideal ﬂ materia RH 2:4 ratio E139.50 E167.40 Manifold wrap, 27 x 15 metres (50ft), Vermiculite £29.60 £35.52
H 2:4 ratio £149.50 £179.40 Roll cage padding, 3ft, B1 fire rating £6.00 E7.20

266 x 21 ‘Forest” lype discs pair £159.00 £190.80
FBL 002 disc bells pair £51.00 £61.20
Halfshaft flange, not F/E, suit std. ade each £59.50 E77.40

M16 calipers to fit standard discs,
pair £89.00 £106.80

M16 calipers to fit vented discs
ENGLISH AXLE PARTS, H/duty quick steering racks RH 2:4 ratio £174.50 £209.40 (no spacers needed),
BLACKLINE RH 2:2 ratio £204.50 £245.40 pair £98.50 £118.20
LH 2:4 ratio £184.50 £225.40 M16 caliper, shouldered bolts, set of 4
English plate style diff (30/90 ramps) LH 2:2 ratio £274.50 £257.40 £710.99 £13.19
Available 18 tooth (mates with semi-floating OEM style steering rack mountis pair £16.80 £20.16 Group T vented discs (247x20,
conversion kit) £795.80 E474.96 Roller bearing top mount - spherical each £49.50 £59.40 L pair £39.00 £46.80
Available 22 tooth (mates with std, halfshaft) £395.80 £474.96 Roller bearing top mount - roller bearing, each £49.50 £59.40
Spare plate kit £39.50 £47.40 Roller bearin plastic dust covers pair £9.50 £11.40
Spare side gears, 18 or 22 tooth (please state) £32.50 £39.00 Spherical bearing race ype top mounts pair £49.60 £59.52
English CWP 3.54,3.7,3.9,4.1,44,47,49,51,53 E231.50 £277.80
Spare side bearing. top quality E£19.90 E£23.88
Crush washer £5.90 £7.08 4.25 ltr FIA plumbed-in fire system,
Chints Il S £9.90 £17.58 full installation kit, FIA homologation EX 037.13
Pinion bearing E14.90 £17.88 Kit £159.80 £191.76

Atlas into English semi-floating hub kit,
inc. (2) “4340” halfshafts, 18 tooth
English axle weld-on brace ring
Special 10mm axle brace, English axle
SPARES

Semi-floating hub assembly (less bearing)
Bearing *4340"

Halfshaft, suit semi-floating kit

Flange, nol semi-floating, suit std. axle
Aange, Group 1 type

Brake disc, 265 x 10

English axle, Caterham, 22 spline
Allas axle, 16 spline

Ford FWD - Escorl, Fiesta, Focus, KA,
Orion, Puma (BC/185 trans)

Sierra 77 Caterham

Focus ST170, Mini Cooper 'S*
(6-speed Getrag box)

Mazda MX5 (94-05)

4-speed bearing type gearlever

5-speed

M10 ally 'Pm‘ﬁfarkm\b

M10 white or black nylon gearknob
Propshaft, Type 9 - English or Atlas axle

HELICAL LSDs (ATBs), BLACKLINE

TRANSMISSION PARTS, BLACKLINE

TCA's ‘Pattern’ siyle
TCA's "OEM’ style
TCA bush insertion tool
Twin cam anti-roll bar

£443.80 E532.56
£39.90 £47.88
£99.50 ET19.40

each £144.40 £173.28 Anti-dive kit
E48.90 E59.76 World cup X-member
750 £91.00 World cup mounis
£59.50 £71.40 RS2000 track rod ends
£59.50 £71.40  Group 4 style all steel U/] coupling
each £34.50 £41.40 4-link kit
Heavy duty 4-link kit
Group 4 round turret kit
Mk1 spring shackles
: Mk2 spring shackles
£3124.00 £388.80 OEM Escort RS struts
E354.00 E424.80 G‘m 4 spec. front RS struis
. Escort RS stub axles
£399.00 £478.80 RS ﬂeering anms
£399.00 £478.80 Heavy duty steering arms, gusseted
Quick fit steering arm kit
£399.00 £478.80 Ally hubs - standard or Group 4
£399.00 £478.80 Stub axle hardware kit
Watts linkage kit

Taper leaf springs, 1461b rate
Ally tube strut brace, round tube

£38.50 £46.20 Work style 60mm oval tube strut brace
£40.50 £48.60 Rear lamp protectors

£13.50 £16.20 Chassis mounted sump guard, wet sump
£14.90 £17.88 Kaylan mudflaps, 4mm (500x300)
£12.50 £15.00 Body jacking kit

£89.50 £107.40 Ford hub nut socket, 3/4”D, 65mm

pair

kit

car sel
car sef
each
each
pair
pair
pair
pair
each

each

pair

pair
car sef

pair  £36.50
pair  £63.50

L£14.90
£59.50
£31.00
E£106.50
£28.50
£10.50
£19.80
£1719.50
E185.00
£65.00
£17.00
£23.50
£96.95
E£128.00
£130.00
£69.50
£79.50
£9.60
£49.50
E10.90
£199.50
£49.50
£44.90
£51.50
£12.90
£137.00
£16.50
ET19.50
£13.90

£43.80
E76.20
£17.88
E71.40
£37.20
E127.80
E34.2)
£12.60
£23.76
E143.40
£222.00
E78.00
£20.40
E28.20
£116.34
£153.60
E156.00
E83.40
£95.40
£11.52
£59.40
E13.08
£239.40
£59.40
£53.88
E61.80
£15.48
ET64.40
£79.80
ET143.40
£16.68

Escort Laminated & Heated Screens

Escort Mk1 fronf laminated screen (incl. rubber) E69.50 EB3.40
Escort Mk2 front laminated screen (incl, rubber) £69.50 E83.40
Escort Mk1 Front heated laminated screen (inc. rubber) E198.60 E238.32
Escort Mk2 Front heated laminated screen (inc. rubber) ET98.60 E238.32

Escort Mk1 front screen rubber £24.92 £29.90
Escort Mk1 rear screen rubber £23.92 E28.70
Escort Mk2 front screen rubber £29.08 £34.90
Escort Mk2 rear screen rubber £29.08 E34.90
Laser windscreen chip repair kit E13.90 E16.68
14" ar 17" rear view mirror £714.90 E17.88

Bornet bump stop pair £6.20 E£7.44
Bonnet rail bump stop, st of 4 £10.90 £13.08
Bonnet bump stop, centre-rear £5.10 £6.12
Wiring loom hulfhead grmnmel' £6.90 £8.28
Bonnet release cable gro ﬁe £5.20 £6.24
Steering column bulk £7.20 EB8.64
Handbrake backplate dust l's pair £7.10 E8.52
Spedo cable bulkhead grommet £5.20 £6.24
Th;knletfe ek £5.20 £6.24
Br. an tc a 5 pair £8.00 E£9.60
Shock absorber top caps pair £13.90 £16.68
Rear bumper side plugs, set of 4 £9.90 E£11.88
Ol line bulkhead grommet £5.10 £6.12
Brake servo rod bellows £5.20 £6.24

I  PLEASE NOTE: All prices in Red are EXCLUSIVE OF VAT I ———
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MARKETPLACE

nrt THE UK’S LARGEST SUPPLIER OF TANKS & TANK ACCESSORIES

'BESPOKE TANK SEIWIG

WE C'AN MANUFACTURE ONSITE ANY SHAPE
SIZEJSICAPACITY OF TANK YOU NEED! st

FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 20 GALLON CURVE FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 150 GALLON : AL FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 10 GALLON '\ ™
[H300mm x W300 x L900mm)] [Hsiummxwaiﬂmmuusasmnl == m x W3 X - -\ [H250mm x W300mm x L600mm]

PROJECT |
~__.-CMB-FTO14

- - CUSTOM
1 X OFF CENTER FILLER -f INLET, 6MM OUTLET
NECK [BAFFLED)] : 1 X FAR SIDE FILLER NECK [BAFFLED]

FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 17 GALLON “ TANK STAINLESS STEEL 85 GALLON FUEL TANK lLI..II!IIII.IH 18 GALLON
[H250mm x W300mm [H230mm x W750mm [H300mm x W300mm

x L900Omm] _ \ x L1860mm)] % L900mm)

PROJECT _i _ .
CMB-FT-004 / CMB-FTO17 CMB-FT015
CUSTOM < CUSTOM 1 X CENTRAL CUSTOM

OFF CENTER FILLER MOUNTED OFF-CENTRE INLET, 6mm OUTLET
: -f—; - NECK [BAFFLED] " FILLER NECK +STRAPS [BAFFLED] COMPLETE WITH BUILT-IN LEVEL SENSOR [EﬁFFLED]

Quote SP329 when you call:101744 89518 WwWWw.compbrake.com

Compbrake Motorsport Ltd, Belvedere Barn Estate, Unit F1, Crank Road, Billinge, Wigan, WN5 7EZ Sales: sales@compbrake.com Technical: technical@compbrake.com

Genuine Lola car raced by Eric Comas Price £65,000

Raced in Euro F3000 and 1991 Brand new Interal gear box

British F3000 -
New AP clutch, CEU, wiring loomb,

Designed by Mark Williams plugs and coil packs.

New limore V8 @ 600BHP at the Ready to run race car, 24v starter,
wheels pre-heather and tyre warmers.

This car is a race history and is now up for sale - Call Tony for details 07976 831410
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WORLD’S FIRST ONLINE

Motorsport Engineering Degrees

-
B S‘””s’ Motorsport Engineering M s Advanced
And Final Year Top-Up* c Motorsport Engineering*

- NEW MASTER’S DEGREE
NOW ENROLLING!

221 ACADEMY SATISFACTION UNIVERSITY

National Student Survey Resulfs LEICESTER

] NATIONAL w 95% OVERALL DE MONTFORT

Apply ONLINE Today! +44(0)1159 123456

*All degrees awarded by our Academic partner De Montfort University.

CHAMPIONSHIP WINNING

MOSLER MT900

Beautifully maintained by the NMA Team
Full support is also available for GT Cup,
Britcar, Supercar Challenge etc. at cost

Contact Kevin Riley
07973 675734
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LDOCKINGS

engineering

Advanced Cooling Systems

Water Radiators

% W
Intercoolers ﬁ'

il Goolers

Heat Exchangers

System Design
Ancillary Products

Manufactured to your requirements
by the UK's leading supplier.

info@dockingengineering.com
+44 (0) 1327 857164
+44 (0) 1327 858011
www.dockingengineering.com

Unit 15 Silverstone Girc

® Certified to CAA & AWS
—— Welding Standards

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

OTORSPORT

If you would like to advertise
your products ox

sexrvices here please email

Edward.sanderson@
motorsport.com

0203 405 8112

Silverstone, Northants
NN12 8TL, United Kingdom

WANTED

RACE USE
FORMULA 1

. SINGLE HELMETS

OR COMPLETE
COLLECTIONS

CONTACT ROB:
07771820 345
ROB@FINALLAP.NET

| MARDI GRAS
by f/’ MOTORSPORT

1] o s
VYARLEY RED TOP™

ﬂ‘-

CALL FOR MORE INFO 21 BRUNEL CLOSE Email: info@mardigras.co.uk

DRAYTON FIELDS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE | www.mardigras.co.uk
01327 858 006 DAVENTRY. NN11 8RB www.performanceclutch.co.uk

RACELOGIC
L

FERODO
B A~
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

Classified advertising: 0203 405 8109
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BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

T

¥ Connected to you

www.brianjames.co.uk

Style and Substance

Introducing the new Race Transporter 6 by Brian James Trailers. An even more
stylish and capable enclosed trailer specifically suited to car transportation.

New features include a standard automatic tilt-operation, invaluable for all
professional motorsport or transport operations. An extra side access hatch
door provides the ability to easily reach in for securing the standard
equipment ‘over wheel strap system.

In addition, many new optional features are now available, all designed to
offer the latest technology and improved convenience to all operators.

Race Transporter trailers are available from £ 7,699 + vat

Race Transporters are available ex-stock at many UK dealers.
Please visit our website or call us for further details.

T +44 (0)1327 308 833
TRANSPORTER
QAGE — B For more information and details on the Brian James Trailers range, please contact our head office
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

l , HIGH QUALITY TRAILERS

FOR CLUB, PRIVATE AND

www.WOODFORDTRAILERS.com PRO MOTORSPORTS

Woodford covered trailers
Superior in design, quality and finish

Woodford Trailers Limited | 14 Great Central Way, Daventry, Woodford Halse, Northants, NN11 3PZ | Telephone 01327 263384



Classified advertising: 0203 405 8109

motorsport-news.co.uk MARCH 6 2019 39

Authorised stockists for:

PHILIPSRG~S

and many more...

01527 908676 | www.phoenixautobulbs.co.uk

01933 411 993

jondelrace@aol.com

BDG RACE & RALLY SPECIALISTS
FOR OVER 40 YEARS
TOYOTA, VAUXHALL, MISTUBISHI, SUBARU AND ALL FORD
ENGINES CATERED FOR. ENGINE DYNO TESTING & MAPPING.
CYLINDER HEAD MODIFICATIONS,
PRECISION SURFACE GRINDING.

WWW.DTWENGINES.COM | TEL. +44 (0)1279-422128

JAPANESE PERFORMANCE SPECIALIST

GroupB Motorsport are the ROTARY ENGINE SPECIALISTS
We have engines available for Track day cars, Saloon racing and our NEW!

GPB Spec for historic rallying Talk to us about your requirements and we will
put together the best package with engines producing 250bhp up to 550bhp

{Kﬁ For more infomation email: sales@groupbmotorsport.com
GroupB Motorsport

call Mark on: 01244 822 327 or visit: groupbmeotorspori.com

WEB DIRECTORY

(€29:9:4:10).4 2 RACEWEAR

Gearboxman.com
COMPETITION TRANSMISSION SERVICES

Gearboxes and Axles for Road // Race // Rally // & more
Telephone: 01582 840 008 Fax: 01582 840 007

RACE CARS

"~ phone. 07771 762145

MCR's for sale
arrive & drive packages

RACE & RALLY PARTS

MARDI GRAS

\\ \\ MOTORSPORT

www.mardigras.co.uk

RACE & RALLY PARTS

SBD Motorsport

Specialists in the design & manufacture of management systems, engine
kits & components for use in all types of motorsport worldwide.

W: sbdev.co.uk E: sbdmotorsport@btconnect.com T: +44 (0) 208 391 0121

RACE & RALLY PARTS

Silverstone

The best of racewear & kartwear
www.gprdirect.com

RACEWEAR

Passionate About Motorsport

RACEWEAR

Teamwear Speclallsts -

Qéﬂnt
®Quick Tumamund

®Min Order Only 4
®No Logo Set Up Fees
www.iogomeup.co.u

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

IMEUP

e Performance Tuning Specialists
e 2WD Superflow Rolling Road,
1200 bhp and 220 mph capacity
e Life Racing and Omex Engine Management
e Weber, Dell’Orto and SU Carburettor Agents
Plus much more, Contact us on

01604 766624

— Northampton
Motorsport

e-mail
northamptonmotorsport@btconnect.com

or visit
northamptonmotorsport.com

GEARBOXES

-ort{gport Part[:]e))4

Performance and Tuning Parts

Leading performance brands online

RACE & RALLY PARTS

Avanti Motorsport Transmissions
84 West End Street, Somerset, BA16 OLP
+44 (01458) 446517
avantimotors@btconnect.com

- Rally and Race Gearboxes
- 6 Speed Sequential Gearboxes
- 5 & 6 speed Gearkits
- Limited Slip Differentials etc.

GEARBOXES

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

¥ Connected to you

www.brianjames.co.uk

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

Autoparts and Hydraulics

sales@LMAautoparts.com

www.EMPIRE RV.co.uk
L-i\’i:‘ﬂa' tire lmigh fite
Tel: +44 (0) 1761 300 489

www.EmpireRV.co.uk m info@EmpireRY.co.uk

RACE & RALLY PARTS

Rally & Race Gearboxes,

GearKits, LSD's and Driveshafts

1: 01782280136 F: 01782269913
E: sales{@eliteracingtransmissions.com

i g: Transmissions

sit: EliteRacingTransmissions.com

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

OTORSPORT

Stock and custom made
FiA Fuel Cells.
Short lead times.
01527 521050

wwwi.classicworldracing.co.uk

Ben Kavanagh

Classified Advertising
T: +44 (0) 20 3405 8109

E: ben.kavanagh@motorsport.com

3 3N
COMPOMOTIVE

MOTORSPORT WHEELS

Winning all over the world since 1973...

Heat treated alloy wheels now back in production.
Including CXR, ML and MO

WWW.COMPOMOTIVE.COM

Tel. 00 44 1952 850618 sales@comp.co.uk

THIS CLASSIFIED SECTION WAS BROUGHT TO YOU BY:
Ben Webster

Senior Production Coordinator
T: +44 (0) 20 3405 8131

E: ben.webster@motorsport.com




