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FINN ENDS WIN DROUGHT - AFTER 112 RACES...P4-5
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| CAN WIN WRC WITH TOYOTA

ceaeemm\  Upbeat asnew:
— 5=\ Yaris deal

~ announced

ByDavid Evans

Kris Meeke has
targeted next
season’s World Rally
Championship title
on hisreturnto the
series with Toyota
Gazoo Racing.

The Northern
Irishman, confirmed
at TommiMakinen’s
team last week, sayshe
hasunfinished business

i intheseries. He will
look to complete that
businessina Yaris WRC.

Meeke spent much of
43>

o, o > lastweektestinghis
&85 new carinFinland.
Full story, p2-3 ‘ “ |
9 6288
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Wanted: Early Kris Meeke debut to show
histrue colours. Apply: TommiMakinen.
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Meeke says that he has
slotted into the team already

By David Evans

An eight-month absence from
the World Rally Championship
won’tdim Kris Meeke’s
determination to land Britain’s
firstdrivers’ title since 2001
when he starts January’s
Monte Carlo Rally with Toyota.

Announced at Toyota Gazoo
Racingon Wednesday, Meeke
spenttheremainder of the week
drivingatest Yaris WRConthe
roads around the team’s Puuppola
basein central Finland.

The Northern Irishman
admitted he hasneverfelt more
immediately comfortable than
hedoesin TommiMakinen’s team
and he intendsto capitalise on

Meeke offered feedback

that feeling with an assault on next
year’stitle.

“My main targetisfor success, I
want tobea World Rally champion
andIstill believelcan,” Meeke
said duringhistestlast week. “The
environment at thisinitial stage
feelsverynice. It’s something
competely differenttowhatI've
had beforeinmy career. Let’stry
to capitalise on thisfeelingand
try tobecome world champion.

“Thave givenmy lifetorallying
andrallyinghasgivenmeso
much and certainly Ididn’tfeel
itwastimetostop.Istill think
Icanachievealotmoreinthe
sportand hopefully with this
new exciting venture we can
achieve good things together.”

Makinen confirmed to
Motorsport Newsthat Meeke
will have the same chance to
challenge for next year’stitle,
despite Ott Tanak emergingas
the Finnish squad’slead driver.

“They will all have absolutely
identical equipmentnextyear,”
said Makinen. “They will all have

Toyota’s new recruit is relishing his fresh

the same chances and we will put
the maximum effortto all three
carstotrytomakethebestresults
they can. But whatthey doand
what they candoisuptothem, we
willletthemfocusto thedriving.”

Meeke confirmed he had options
fornext season—-hehad spoken
to allfour factory team principals—
buthisdiscussions with Makinen
reassured himjoining Tanak
and Jari-Matti Latvala was
therightmove.

Makinen confirmed both Meeke
and Latvalahave single-season
agreementsfor2019.

“It’sbeen adifficultfew months
forme,” said Meeke, “butIwasn’t
thatlongaway [fromrallying]
beforelgotthathungerback.I
knew deepdown thatI wanted to
comeback anddrivearally car.

“Sincemy departure out of the
championshipin MayItook afew
monthstomyself, but when I lifted
the phone to Tommiitall seemed
toclick.Icameouttovisithimin
JyvaskylaandIcouldsitandtalk
forhoursaboutthe carandthe
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challenge

technical aspects. It’s all forward
thinking and that wasrefreshing,
it’snotsomethingI’ve been used
tofor quite a period of time. There
were maybe some optionson the
table, butIsaidifI wanted to come
back thenIwanted tocomebackin
the proper way and the way Toyota
GazooRacingisapproachingit
inthelongterm-and the success
they’rehavinginjust their second
season-there wasnodoubt where
Iwantedtobe.”

Makinenintendstohave Meeke
inthe carasmuch as possible, but
hehasruled out the potential fora
WRCdebut before January’s
Monte CarloRally.

Aswell as gettingto know
theteam and the car, Meeke
wasrunning chassisand
aerodynamic test work last week.

“WewantKristodriveasmuchas
possible,” said Makinen. “Iknow
howimportantitistounderstand
how the car behaves and what the
carisdoing. Wehad some things
we wanted Kris to doforus, some
partstorunonthecar-thiswas

I WANT 1

------

- -
-

basically data gatheringand
[comparing] the datatothe CFD.
“IwantKristocomeandenjoy
beingwith us,I wanthimtoenjoy
thedriving. We saw this year with
Jari-Matti: when youtake away the
pressurefromhis shouldersthen
the speed and the enjoyment and
theresultsare coming. Krishasto
drivetoenjoy himself, thisisthe
mostimportantthing.Idon’t want
him totake any pressure and then
he cantakethebestresult.”
Afterhisinitial mileageinthe
car,Meekeis convincedit won’t
takehimlongtofeelathomein
the Yaris WRC.
“This was an exploratory test,” he
said. “So, while we went in theright
direction with some changes, we
alsowentinthe wrongdirection
with others; each of those decisions
wasasimportantastheother,
becauseit’sabout workingout
what happens when youdo
certain things.
“That aside, weracked up plenty of
useful kilometresinthe Yaris,ona
variety ofroads.Idon’treally want

motorsport-news.co.uk OCTOBER 24 2018 3

Photos: Toyota Gazoo Racing

\.‘ﬂl

'-h-

o "’.‘.:.‘.‘l;jﬁ:m-

\-' " F/ -
= _J A
k) . — 4
\ L -i
L L i " -} #ﬁ,_ -“1?.' ;'-'-.::.
: Ry ol e s, SR o
- ™ = -
£ !-‘T-— ;‘-h' ﬁ’
“ e .
. _—e * " The Brit was stralght
-~

to work in Finland

to getinto comparisons, I’'mreally
pleased with how the car performs.
It’svery different from whatI've
beenused to,inlotsof ways.”

Both Makinen and Meeke
said thenegotiationsto bring
theformer Citroendriverto
Toyota were straightforward.

Meeke added: “My dealings
with Tommiand meeting the
team, it truly does feel like family
atmosphere. Tommi’s base feels
likeanatural environment. It’s
rally country, youknow you’rein
theheart of Rally Finland here.
Andjustdealing with everybody,
they’rejust good, decent guys
pullingin the same way and this
isrefreshingforme.It’smy first
time to work with the Japanese
culture; youhearalotaboutit,
butto witnessitand seethepride
theyhaveforthebrandandthe
honourandrespecttheyhave
inthe workingenvironmentis
somethingthat sits easily with me.

“IfTcanjustenjoy my driving
and the connection withroad, then
the speed will take care of itself.”

MAKIN

Meeke said that he has found some trong points durmg testmg the Toyota Yaris
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The Flying Finn serves up amasterclass as Mercedes-Benz rivals struggle
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Austin to land his first win after 112-race drought

Two stops made
life hard for Lewis

Vettel fought back to fourth after ﬂrst-lap contact and kept the title a].tve

here werea
few unopened
champagne
bottlesin
Mercedes’s
paddock
hospitality unit
last Sunday evening. Along
with the ‘five-time world
champion’ T-shirts, they
remained in their boxes and
were packed onto the next
availableflight to Mexico City.

Lewis Hamilton came to Austin
knowingheneeded to out-score
Sebastian Vettel by eight pointsto
claim ahistoricfifth world drivers’
championship. Butatwo-stop strategy,
brought about by higher than expected
tyre wear, meant he wasonly able to
extend hislead over Vettel by three
points. Hefinished third, with his
titlerival fourth. Now Hamilton
justneedsaseventh-placefinishin
Mexiconext Sunday towrapitallup.

Takingthe spoilslast Sunday
afternoon was KimiRaikkonen. The
outgoing Ferrari champion mugged
Hamilton offthelinetolead into Turn1
and headed thefield for 39 of the 561aps.
ItwasRaikkonen’sfirst victoryin 112
races—thelasttimehe stood onthe
top step of the podium was at the 2013
Australian Grand Prix.

Behind him on theroad was Max
Verstappen, who had flown from 18th
onthegrid (he wasninth atthe end of
thefirstlap)totake second place onthe
podium-—nicely repelling any attack
from Hamilton in the closing stages.

Vettel too had come from behind to
secure hisfourth place. On the opening
lap, hetangled with Dan Ricciardo’s
Red Bull as the pair were squabbling
over fourth. Asthe Ferrariman tapped
Ricciardo’sfrontright wheel, it caused
the Ferrarito pirouetteand he
dropped 10 places. This was another
costly mistakein a season littered with
errorsforthe German. He was atleast
abletoovertake Valtteri Bottasin the

closinglapsto securefourth and keep
hisultra-slimtitlehopesalive.

Raikkonen, obliviousto the points
differential, spoke to Hamiltoninthe
cooldown room behind the podium.
“Did youwin the championship or
not?” wasthehonest, ifnotalittle
sarcasticline of questioning. Not yet,
Kimi. Not yet.

Qualifying

Headinginto qualifying, Vettel knew
the highest grid place he could start
from was fourth. The Ferrariman had
picked up a three-place grid penalty for
amisdemeanourin Friday’sfirstfree
practice session. Half-way through
FP1, Sauber’s Charles Leclerc took
atripthroughthegraveland, ashe
returned tothetrack, littered the
course with stones. Sensibly, the
officials decided to suspend the session
toallow the track to be cleaned.

Anewregulation was introduced to
the series this yeartoensuredrivers
reducetheir pacesignificantly as
theyreturntothe pitsafter aredflag.
Positioningdata and telemetry from
Vettel’s car alerted the stewards to
thefacthe’dfailed tostay above the
minimum time set by the FIAECU.
Intheirdecision togive Vettel a
three-place grid penalty and two
penalty pointson hislicence the
stewardsadded that: “abreach of
thisregulationisseentobean
extremely serious matter.”

Fourth wasthebest he could hope
for, but that still meant beating
Hamilton to thefastest time. Given
that the Ferrarishad appeared to close
the outright speed to the Mercedes at
thistrack, themargin between the
twoteams was virtually nothing.

Thefirstrunsin Q3 gavean
indication to the marginsinvolved.
Bottas went quickest with a 1m32.68s
lap. He was then eclipsed by Hamilton’s
32.5s and then Vettel who did a 32.65s.
Thedifference between the two title
protagonists wasjust0.088s. The

Ferrarimanthoughthe could
overcome hisnemesis on the next
flyinglap-butit would be very tight.

Onthefinalrunin Q3, onceagain
Bottas went quicker (32.6s again),
followed this time by his compatriot
Raikkonen (32.3s) who placed his
Ferrarion provisional pole. Alleyes
then switched tothetoptwointhe
titlechase. Hamilton’sfinal lap was
a1m32.237s, while Vettel stopped the
clocks on 1m32.298s—the difference
between the pair? Just0.061s.

Vettelappearedtohavetheadvantage
onthestraights, while Hamilton had
the upper handin the corners. The pair
were virtually identical until Vettelran
alittletoodeepintothefinal corner.
When he heard on theteamradiohow
muchhe’d missed thefastest time by,
heresponded with: “Oh for f***’s sake.”

So, thefront of the grid, with
penalties applied read: Hamilton,
Raikkonen (startingon thefast
ultrasofttyre as Ferraridecided to
split strategies), Bottas, Ricciardo
and Vettel. The second Red Bull of
Verstappen had failed tomake Q3
after hebrokehis car’sright-rear
suspension onthe kerbs at the exit
of Turn 15.

Ironically, new raised yellow kerbs
positioned on theexitof Turn15and
the apex of Turn 16 had been dubbed
‘Verstoppen’ kerbstopreventarepeat
ofthemove Max made on Kimi on the
finallap oflastyear’srace. They had
donetheirjob. Verstappen damaged
the driveshaft and was forced to change
hisgearbox overnight, dropping him
to18th onthestartinggrid.

Race

After aweek of cool, overcast and wet
conditions, the sun appeared onrace
dayin Austin, whichraised the track
temperaturesto the hottest they had
been all weekend. On the sunny
starting grid, there waslessfanfare
thanlast year; Michael Buffer’sdriver
introductions were ditched infavour
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‘Verstappen just
would not yield’

Red Bull’s roadblock, below

Raikkonen overtook
Hamilton at the first corner

ofahandful of parachuters, the Dallas
Cowboys cheerleadersand a chinook
helicopter flyby.

Oncetherace wasunderway,
Raikkonen had animmediate run
onpolesitter Hamilton and, despite
movingacrosstodefend, the Finn
had done enough toclaim thelead
inthecrestuptoTurnl.

Behind theleadersthere were
numerousincidents between the
‘Class B’ runners. Lance Stroll
harpooned the side of Fernando
Alonso’s McLaren, while atthe end of
theback straight, Romain Grosjean
braked toolate and eliminated Leclerc.

Asthepackentered Turn 13, Vettel
bravely attempted to pass Ricciardoon
theinside for fourth, but understeered
intothe Red Bull-which sent the
Ferrariintoaspin. Inhis desperation
to claim ground on Hamilton, it was
the worst possible start for Vettel, as
the championshiplooked done and
dusted by this point oftherace.

Bylapeight Raikkonen wasleading
from Hamilton, Bottas, Ricciardoand
Verstappen, who had taken advantage
of others’ misfortunestoclimbupto
fifth from 18th on the starting grid.
Thatbecamefourth when he
inherited the position from his
team-mate. Electrical power
shutdown on Ricciardo’s Red Bull
exiting Turn 11 and the virtual safety
car was deployed toretrieve his
stricken machine.

as o =)

Hulkenberg: Winner of ‘Class B'...

The Australian was gutted by
anothermechanicalfailure-his
despondency was evident by hisbody
language ashe jumped out of his car.

“It’sacrying shame for Daniel, I feel
sosorry forhim,” said Red Bull Racing
team boss Christian Horner after the
race. “Itlooksidentical tothe power
unitissuehehadin Bahrain whereit’s
just goneinto complete shutdown. He
wasdrivingastrong grand prix and
would have beenrightup there. He’s
gone and taken out hisfrustrationin
hisroom by putting hisfist through the
wall, which you can totally relateto...”

Theactivation ofthe VSC prompted
Mercedes tomake a strategy call for
Hamilton aslesstimeislostin the pits
whiletheraceisneutralised. His
engineer Peter Bonnington ordered
Hamilton to do the opposite to what
raceleader Raikkonen did. If Kimi
pits, stay out. Ifhe doesn’t—box. Kimi
didn’t pit, so Hamilton stopped for soft
tyresonlap 11 and emerged behind his
team-mate and ahead of Verstappen.
Bottas dutifully yielded and the Brit
wasjustafew seconds behindrace
leader Raikkonen.

The Finnmanaged to preserve his
ultrasoftsforanother11laps,in which
timehe’d been able to successfully
hold up the Brit and allow Bottas and
Verstappen to close up the gap.

Athalfdistance (lap 28) all the main
protagonists had pitted and Hamilton
held a17-second lead over Raikkonen,
Verstappen (afurther4.5sin arrears),
Bottas (3sback)and Vettel.

IfMercedeshad pitted Hamilton at
thisstage, then he would have probably
justemerged ahead of Verstappen and
with fresher tyres tohunt Raikkonen
down.Buttheteamdidn’t,it was
anotherninelaps before Hamilton
pitted for his second stop, histyres
significantly blistered. Over that time,
Raikkonen hadtakennearly 10seconds
outofhislead.

Perhaps Mercedes was hopingnot
to pit Hamilton again, butalack of dry

runningon Friday scuppered any
intelligence ithad ontyres. Oncethe
team knew it was committedtoa
second stop, the strategy changed to
leave Hamilton out for aslongas
possible. “Thethinking was thatif we
were to bite the bullet alittle more we
would have alarger tyre differential
attheend,” said Mercedes team boss
Toto Wolff. “But then we started to
drop massive pace and probably we
werealap ortwolatein pitting Lewis
because thetyres dropped off from
mid-38s,low39sto41s.”

When Hamilton did finally make his
second stop he emerged 12 seconds
behindraceleaders Raikkonen and
Verstappen. The closing stages became
athrilling contestas Hamilton only
needed toovertake Verstappento
be world champion for afifth time.

Withtwolapstogo, the Mercedes
manhad caught his prey and made a
moveatTurn 12, but Verstappen would
notyield. They went side-by-side
around the next three corners, before
Hamilton tried to getarun around the
outside of Turn 16. There heran wide
ontothemarblesand hischampionship
chargelooked over.It wasalways
goingtoberisky tomakeamove
past Verstappen, butit would have
sealed thetitle.

“Thadtobevery careful howI
navigated around them [Raikkonen
and Verstappen] as championships
arenot won by fightingand making
silly mistakes,” said Hamilton.
“Igavehim [Verstappen] way toomuch
spacejusttobesureldidn’t get clipped.
Ifthat wasme and Seb, Iwould have
beenalotmoreaggressive if we were
fighting for the championship.”

Hamilton’s move became academic
when Vettel managed to pass Bottas
forfourth on the penultimate lap.
Withhis comeback drive, it means
mathematically atleast, the
championshiprolls onto Mexico
this weekend. The champagne
remainsonicefor now.

RACE FACTS
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Circuit: Circuit of the Americas Laps: 56

|Race distance: 191.643 miles Lap: 3.422 miles
Lap record: 1m37.392s (Lewis Hamilton, 2018)
2017 winner: Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes)

Date: October 22
Weather: sunny, dry
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RESULTS

FIAFormula 1 World Championship, round 18/21

POS | DRIVERS | NAT | CAR-ENGINE IME
1 Kimi Raikkonen FIN | Ferrari 1h34m18.643s
2 Max Verstappen NED | RedBull-Renault +1.281s
3 Lewis Hamilton GBR | Mercedes +2.342s
4 Sebastian Vettel GER | Ferrari +18.222s
5 Valtteri Bottas FIN | Mercedes +24.744s
6 Nico Hulkenberg GER | Renault +1m27.210s
7 Carlos Sainz ESP | Renault +1m34.994s
8 Sergio Perez MEX | Force India-Mercedes +1m41.080s
9 Brendon Hartley NZL | ToroRosso-Honda -1lap
10  |MarcusEricsson SWE | Sauber-Ferrari -1 lap
11 Stoffel Vandoorne BEL | McLaren-Renault -1 lap
12 | Pierre Gasly FRA | ToroRosso-Honda -1 lap
13 | Sergey Sirotkin RUS | Williams-Mercedes 1 lap
14  |Lance Stroll CAN | Williams-Mercedes -2 laps
EX |EstebanOcon FRA | ForceIndia-Mercedes +1m39.288s/fuel flow
EX  |KevinMagnussen DEN | Haas-Ferrari +1m40.657s/using too much fuel
R Charles Leclerc MON | Sauber-Ferrari |.31/collision
R Daniel Ricciardo AUS | RedBull-Renault | 8/electrical
R Romain Grosjean FRA | Haas-Ferrari | 2/collision
R Fernando Alonso ESP | McLaren-Renault L 1/collision

Winner’s average speed: 121.916mph Lap leaders: Raikkonen 1-10; Hamilton 11; Raikkonen 12-21; Hamilton 22-37; Raikkonen 38-56

OUALIFYING

[0S | DRIVER | TIME____
1 Hamilton 1m32.237s 11 | Sainz 1m34.566s
2 Raikkonen 1m32.307s 12 | Magnussen 1m34.732s
3 Bottas 1m32.616s 13 | Alonso 1m35.294s
4 Ricciardo 1m33.494s 14 | Sirotkin 1m35.362s
5 Vettel 1m32.298s* 15 | Stroll 1m35.480s
6 Ocon 1m34.145s 16 | Ericsson 1m35.536s
7 Hulkenberg 1m34.215s 17 | Vandoorne 1m35.735s
8 Grosjean 1m34.250s 18 | Verstappen il
9 | Leclerc 1m34.420s 19 | Gasly kel
10 | Perez 1m34.594s 20 | Hartley el

* = three-place grid drop for not slowing under yellow flags ** = five-place penalty for a replacement gearhox *** = required to start at the back for
additional power unit elements **** = required to start from the back for additional power unit and gearhox elements used

CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS

Ricciardo had to
t hitch a lift home

DRIVERS CONSTRUCTORS

POS | DRIVER PTS
1 Lewis Hamilton 346 1 Mercedes 563
2 Sebastian Vettel 276 2 Ferrari 497
3 Kimi Raikkonen 221 3 Red Bull-TAG Heuer 337
4 Valtteri Bottas 217 4 Renault 106
5 Max Verstappen 191 5 Haas-Ferrari 84
6 Daniel Ricciardo 146 6 McLaren-Renault 58
7 Nico Hulkenberg 61 7 Racing Point Force India-Mercedes | 47
8 | SergioPerez 57 8 | Toro Rosso-Honda 32
9 | Kevin Magnussen 53 9 | Sauber-Ferrari 28
10 | Fernando Alonso 50 10 | Williams-Mercedes 7

NEXTRAGE: MEXICAN GRAND PRIX OCTOBER 28
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F1 ROUND-UP

Fuel errors

Kevin Magnussen and Esteban
Ocon were disqualified from their
points finishes in the US Grand
Prix after their cars both breached
fuel rules. Immediately after
Racing Point Force India driver
Ocon crossed thefinish linein
Austin to claim eighth place, the
FIA announced that his carwas
suspected of breaking the rules.
The FIA’s telemetry data had
pointed to it breaching the 100kg/
hrfuel flow limit. Magnussen
would therefore have inherited
eighth but he was also excluded
after exceeding the 105kg of fuel
allowed to be used during the race.
Their exclusions promoted Toro
Rosso’s Brendon Hartley and
Sauber driver Marcus Ericsson
into the points.

Stroll to Force India
Lance Strollis set to get his first run for
Force India at the post-season Abu
Dhabitest. The Canadian’s 2019 move
from Williams to Force Indiahad yet to
be officially confirmed, but his father's
takeover of the Silverstone-based
outfit has helped seal his switch. Team
principal Otmar Szafnauer said: “I think
Abu Dhabi it would be good to have

the second driverin the carto get some
mileage.” Asked if there was any scope
for the Stroll Abu Dhabi plan to be
tripped up, he said: “l don't think so, but
[ don'tthink there is any reason to hurry
it. ltis just out of courtesy to Esteban
[Ocon] until he knows what he is doing.”

Unhelpful upgrades
Sebastian Vettel says Ferrari took
‘too long’ to wake-up to the fact
thatit had lost its way with recent
cardevelopments. Ferrari’s decision
to abandon recent updates and
roll back to older specification
concepts at the United States
Grand Prix helped trigger a return
to form, with Kimi Raikkonen
taking his first win since returning
tothe team. “lt took too long,”
Vettel said about the car being
quick again. “If we have to go back
to a car that has been competitive
three/four months ago, then surely
itcannotbe good news if you
think aboutit. I think for us on the
technical side itisimportantto
understand what went wrong.”

‘tAmateur’ drivers
Fernando Alonso says there are “more
amateur” driversin F1 thaninthe World
Endurance Championship after his
crash with Lance Strollin the US GP.
Alonso was hit by Williams driver Stroll
asthey approached the esses onthe
opening lap, with the contact causing
heavy damage to the McLaren, which
retired after returning to the pits. “I'm

not upset —I'm disappointed because
I'm here [for] nine daysinthe UStodoa
race and | do 600 metres of the race and
they pushyouoff,” he said. “There are
more amateurs here than in other series.
Here we need bumpers, like rental go-

Photos: LAT,
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By AlexKalinauckas

The Nissan e.dams Formula
E squad s “very unhappy”

 atthessituation surrounding

Alexander Albon’s possible
2019 Formula 1 movetoToro
Rosso, according to team
principal Jean-Paul Driot.
Nissan had signed the Anglo-
ThaiF2title contender, who
racesfore.dams’sisterteamin the
F1supportseries, toathree-year
FE contractin July, which placed
him alongside Sebastien Buemi
forthe 2018/19 season.
Butitemergedatthestartof
FE’spre-season testat Valencia
that Albon was closingonaToro
Rossoseatandhedidnotdriveat
the Circuit Ricardo Tormo, which
cost Nissan two daysof running

— T
 —

Albon is favourite to partner Kvyat

before Oliver Rowland was brought
infor the final two sessions.
“Itcameout oftheblue,”
Driotsaid. “Weare very much
frustrated within DAMS and
Nissane.damsbecauseasfaras
DAMSisconcerned and Formula
2isconcerned, wehavedonea
lotinorder tohelp Alexander
Albonrace, financially speaking.
“We gave himagood car—
because the year before the team
hewaswith [ART Grand Prix],
hedidn’treally perform-and with
ushehasdemonstrated thatheis
very quick, which Inever doubted.
“Wetook him for athree-year
contract[in FE] and suddenly out
ofthe blue—-because we helped
himalottobrush andtoshinehis
image—ToroRosso came with Dr
[Helmut] Markotosay thathe

wantedtohave Alboninacar.
“Whenyouaskablind manif
he wantstosee, youknow the
answer. When he talked about
Formulaltoadriver whowas
alwaysdreamingtodoso,you
know the answer as well.
“Sowe arenegotiating with
ToroRosso, Nissan have top
management who were not

really happy, as you canimagine.

“[They are] very unhappy
because we had signed him for
threeyears. But wearetrying
tofind asolution.”

Driotsaid that situation
remainsunresolved and that
negotiationsregarding Albon’s
future are continuing.

“Wearetryingtofind asolution

because when youhaveadriver
whodoesn’t wanttodrive any

Rowland replaced Albon in Nissan’s FE test line-up

more, what do youdo? But we
haveacontractand thatisclear,”

heexplained.

“Wearediscussingwith Toro
Rossoin order to see how wecan
find the best solution for everyone.”

Albon (right) was hacked by
Red Bullin karting and Formula
Renault, but was dropped after
2012. However since then he
hasbeenrehabilitated in the

eyes of Marko.
Albonstillhasan
outside chance of
sealingthe F2titlein
the AbuDhabifinale. |,
Hefinished 10thinthe ,:;
standingslastterm
butiscurrently 37
pointsbehindleader
George Russell with
48still available.
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Raikkonen helieves he has “proved some people wrong” with US GP victory

United States Grand Prix
winner Kimi Raikkonen
believes hehas “proved some
people wrong” after claiming
hisfirst Formula1 victoryin
fiveand ahalfyears.
Raikkonen hadnotwona
racesince the 2013 Australian
GP with Lotus and, havinglost
hisFerraridriverto Charles
Leclercfor2019, was atrisk of
ending his second stint with
the Scuderia without a win.

dealforme,” hesaid. “It’sbeen a
much bigger deal for other people.
“Ifit comesit comes, ifit
doesn’titdoesn’t change my
life one bit. 'm happy because
we are herepurely totryto
win. The biggest difference
ishow peoplelook at you.
“Obviously, 'mhappy. [I]just
proved some people wrong.”
Raikkonen said he was also
pleased for his team having had
“aprettyrough fewraces”.

won the previousfour grands
prixand six of thelast seven
races, with Ferrarionly
enjoying Sebastian Vettel’s
Belgian GP success during
thatrun.

Ferraritold Raikkonen he
would not be drivingfor the
teamnextseason ahead ofthe
Italian GP, and the Finn wenton
toclaimhisfirst pole of the year
that weekend before signinga
two-year deal with Sauber.

comments about proving
people wrong were not aimed
atthe decision todrophim.
“Forsureldidn’tmeanin
thatsense,” hesaid. “Ithink
people don’tunderstand
I'mactually very happy with
whereI’'m going. Thave had
my time with Ferrari,Iwon
the championship with them
and many races with them.
“Forme,asadriver,I want
different challenges. I want

Hamilton and Mercedes had Hemadeitclear his

Raikkonen took firstwin since’13

karts, sowe canall crashinto each other.” “Ithasn’treally been a big different things.”
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‘Smith wins premier

FF1600 event at Brands’

Formula Ford Festival, p20

Engine problems robbed
Alonso in 2017 Indy 500

McLaren will notjoin IndyCar
full-timein 2019 after months
of consideringamovetothe
American series.

Theteam’s CEO Zak Brown

confirmed McLaren’sintentions
duringthe United States Grand
Prix weekend, buthasnotruled
outareturntotheIndianapolis

500next year orafull-time
moveassoonas 2020.
McLaren had beenheading

downaroutethat would haveled
theFormulalteamintoreviving

itspartnership with series

giant Andretti, butit would
have worked out of the Andretti-
supported Steinbrenner
Harding Racingbase.

That deal was complicated
by Andretti’s Honda-powered
status,as McLaren and Harding
would have used Chevrolet
andnot Honda engines.

After Hondatold Motorsport
Newsitwas willingto work with
Alonsoonceagain after anill-
fated spellin F1and atthe 2017

Indy 500, Honda senior bosses
alsopulled a U-turn which
complicated the situation.

While Motorsport News
understands IndyCar and
McLaren’sdiscussionsincluded
Alonsojoiningthe series, the
Spaniard hasdenied it was
the case.

“Afull IndyCar season was
never an option thatI wanted
because of the implicationit
carries,” said Alonso.

“Iwouldliketoracein

IndyCar one day butnotnext
year. Seventeenraces, all of
themin America,learning
everything from zero.”

Alonso’s post-F1 career
isstillunclear, but he will
complete the World Endurance
Championship’s2018/19
superseason with Toyota.

He won the second leg ofhis
triple crown at Le Mans earlier
thisyear,havingalready won
the Monaco Grand Prix twice
inhiscareer.

Ex-Formula 1 driverJenson

lead was eradicated in the
penultimate round at Autopolis.
Button and team-mate Naoki
Yamamoto secured fifth, while
the TOM’S team implemented
team orders to help defending
champions Nick Cassidy and
Ryo Hirakawa win the race.
Cassidy/Hirakawa are now tied
with Button and Yamamoto

HWA —the team which runs

OVUICK LAPS THE FASTEST NEWS ROUND-UP

Mercedes’ DTM programme and
Button’s Super GT championship :

which has a Formula E team which

- willbe taken over by Mercedes next
: year—isevaluatingan entryinto

: Formula 2. The squadis already

- goingtorunaFIAF3 entry whichis

: one-levelunderF2...BMW scored
: thefastesttime on both days of
: Formula E testing at Valencia,

. with Alexander Sims following

. upAntonio Felixda Costa’s

: opening day benchmark...A
with arace in Motegi remaining...

proposed TCR championship with

: electriccarsis setto get underway

: in2020.WSC Technology is

: behindthe concept, with it promising
- multi-marque eligibility. .. The Gold

: Coast 600 was cancelled due

: toathunderstorm. Australian

: Supercars organisers have also

: admitted thatitisintalksto

: bring NASCARto the Gold Coast
: nextyear...Chase Elliott claimed his
> third NASCAR Cup win of the season  :
. inKansas, holding offKyle Buschin ~ :
: the closing stages to win by less than
: asecond. Despite finishing third, Kyle
: Larsonisoutofthe playoffs...

e —

: Button’s pointslead hacked

Red Bull ace Ticktum
won last year’s GP

Ticktum joins competitive Brits for Macau

ReigningMacau Grand Prix
winner Dan Ticktum will return
todefend his crown, and faces
strong opposition from anumber
of Britsand F3 frontrunners.

Red Bull Junior Ticktum sticks
with theteam he used tofinish
second inthe European Formula 3
championship-Motopark-while
theman whobeathim, Mick
Schumacher, linesup for Prema
forthe November 13-15event.

ART Grand Prix GP3race
winner Callum Ilott joins
Carlinfor thefirst time since
2015, while his GP3 team-mate
Jake Hughesmakesareturn

with Hitech GP alongside
another Britin Enaam Ahmed.
BMW juniorand DTM driver
Joel Eriksson makes a customary
returnandisalikely frontrunner,
along with team-mates Ticktum
and Juri Vips, whohasbeen
rumouredtobejoiningthe
Red Bulljunior programme.
Eriksson andIlott clashed late-
oninadramaticfinalelastyear.
“This could be the last year the
current generation of F3 cars
compete at Macau. It would be
special to get theresult with the
teamIstarted in F3 with—I'msure
wecanbeinthemix,” said Ilott.

Formula Renault Eurocup title for Fewtrell

McLaren Autosport BRDC
Award finalist Max Fewtrell
secured hisfirst Formula
Renault Eurocuptitle last
weekend at Barcelona.

The 2016 British F4 title

winner battled rookie Christian

Lundgaard all season, taking
thetitleby 17.5pointsinatense

finalein his second season in the

series afterhehad claimed the

rookietitlethe previous year.
A pair of fourths was enough

toseal thetitlein Spain.

Vo gt

Fewtrell’s epic year en

“Tamatalossfor words... what

aseason,” said the 19-year-old
R-ace GPdriver. “Westarted
the seasonreally strong
before dropping tofifth place
inthe general classification
after Monaco. Wedidn’t panic
and continued to work flat out
tocrawlback.”

Hetook six winsin the series
in 2018, includingone athome
at Silverstone, and six pole
positions. Healsoearned 11
podiumsin20races.

ds in championship title
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“America needs,
a top F1 driver °
to grow”

eep Austin Weird’
is the slogan for the
city that hosted last
weekend’s USGP.
On Thursday
evening, ata
sponsor event, Williams’s chief
technical officer Paddy Lowe was
spotted wearing a cowboy hat,
attempting the Cotton-Eyed Joe
line dance. Weird indeed.

Lowe’s antics was one of a number of
F1 events taking place in Austin that
night. A little earlier Max Verstappen was
in adowntown bar takingonfansina
Red Bull pitstop challenge. While on the
other side of the city, Valtteri Bottas was
showcasing a new Bose headphone,
designed to help you sleep.

But Austin wasn’t the only American
city with a Formula 1 flavour last week.
On the streets of Miami, cars took to the
city’'s streets as F1's latest fan festival
drummed up interest in the sport.

Red Bull did its bit by performing
afew stunts. One of them had David
Coulthard perform donutsinan F1 car
on the top floor of a 700ft skyscraper...

Meanwhile in New York, Lewis Hamilton
was also educating the country about F1.
He went to the headquarters of America’s
stock exchange, Nasdag, which was
projecting a huge billboard of him across
Times Square. While intown, he also
appeared on the chat show circuit,
taking in Good Morning America and
the satirical news programme The
Daily Show.

On the latter, presenter Trevor Noah
explained who Lewis was and what he
did. “Formula 1 is one of the biggest
sports in the world, with millions of
people watching it, but in America as
many people have no clue whatitis.
When | try to explain Formula 1 to
people, they say ‘what is that?"”

“Itis growing here,” said Hamilton in
return. “Every time | meet someone and
explain about F1, I tell them about the
weight | lose. Once | lostas much as 10
and a half pounds [4.7kg] in arace and
every American | tell that to says, ‘Wow!
Ineed to be arace cardriver!™

A Texan chap | got chatting to last
weekend reiterated the fact very few
people know what Formula 1 is in the
US. They have heard of NASCAR and
the Indianapolis 500 and assume F1 is
just a part of the IndyCar series.

Seeing the former Marussia F1 driver
and Indy 500 winner Alexander Rossi in
the paddock at the weekend reminded
everyone that despite all the promotional
help (which included concerts from
Bruno Mars and Britney Spears at the
circuit on Saturday and Sunday evening)
what the series really needs to capture
audiences and attention that F1 craves
is a successful American F1 driver.

AGREE/DISAGREE?

letters@motorsport-news.co.uk
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RX-8 interest

The Classic Sports Car Club’s new-
for-2019 one-make class for road-

legal Mazda RX-8s already has eight
entries, despite only being announced
last month. The RX-8 Trophy will join
the New Millennium Series grid for
post-2000 production cars. Club director
David Smitheram was “thrilled” with the
“crazy” level of interest. Further entries
are anticipated once the full regulations
arefinalised early in November.

Eastwood chosen

World Endurance Championship driver Charlie
Eastwood has been chosen as the Motorsport
Ireland Young Racing Driver of the Month for
August. The 2017 Porsche Carrera Cup GB
champion matched his best WEC result of
secondinthe GTE Am class in the Silverstone
round during that month. Eastwood's selection
means he is the latest driver to become eligible
forthe Sexton Trophy at the end of the year.

Kellett returns

Alastair Kellett, 2016 Ford Fiesta
champion, joined in thisyear’s finale at
Brands Hatch last weekend with a view
to making a2019 return. The 41-year-old
has made only a handful of appearances
in the lasttwo years but now looks
forward to a full campaign back in the
Fiesta ranks. “l was bored, and [fellow
driver] John Cooper offered the use of
his spare car this weekend, so here |
am,” he said. Kellett qualified second
fastestin Class D and twice finished

on the class podium.

F1ltoFun Cup

Grand prixaerodynamicist John lley made

his racing debut in the Fun Cup at Donington
Park last weekend. The ex-EuroBrun, Jordan,
McLaren, Ferrari, Renault and Caterham design
man shared one of the Team 7 Fun Bikes cars
with Jay Shepherd and Jon King. “It's been really
good and | love the atmosphere,” he said. “l have
wanted to do arace for some time, but not to
just make up the numbers.” They finished 22nd,
having run as high as 15th after the second hour.

Dibden’s bid

Ashley Dibden will return to the
Monoposto championship in 2019 with
aview to mounting a full challenge for
the title. The ex-Saxmax and F4 racer,
who competesin a Dallara F301 inthe
F3 class, narrowly missed out on the
2017 title after problems struck mid-
season, having won four of the first
five rounds. Dibden, 24, got married in
August and opted to sit out this season
to prefer for his 2019 campaign.

Photos: Jakob Ebrey, Matt Barrington

COATES TARGETS
ERNATIONAL WIN

UK Clio Cup;runner-up plots wg__[_!i glngy at,Paul Ricard

Coates missed out on
UK Clio Cup crown

By Stephen Lickorish

Max Coates will seek to make up for
the disappointment of his Renault
UK Clio Cup title defeat by aiming to
win the Clio Cup International Final
race at Paul Ricard next month.

The Team Pyrodriver had headed the
UK Clio Cup standingsfor much of the
season but was beaten tothe crown by
seven points by JamesDorlinin the
Brands Hatch finale. However, Dorlin
couldlosethe championship winifan
appeal tothe National Courtfrom Paul
Rivett overhisexclusionfromracetwo
at Silverstoneis successful.

But Coatesnow hashiseyesset on
winning thenew French eventon
November 3/4, which will feature top
driversfrom Clio Cup championships
around the world. Initially, the top six
inthisyear’s UK Clio Cup were invited -
butthathassince been extended.

“I'would’veliked to have been UK Clio
Cup champion but to be Clio Cup world
champion sounds good!” said Coates. “It
would help tomake upforit[title defeat]
andit’sagreatchancetoraceatafantastic
track against some pretty stiff opposition.

“Ican’t wait—I'vebeen onthe simulator
and I'mreally excited forit, drivingabroad
isalwaysgood.I’'mluckytohavethe
supportof my sponsorstogoanddoit.”

MRM pairing Brett Lidsey and Jack
Young (seeabove) will join Coatesin
theevent, but Dorlin and Rivettare
amongthosetodecline the opportunity.

Coatesadded: “It would’ve beennice
tohavemore ofa UK contingent but
Idon’tthink we are going to be short
of peopletoraceagainst!”

The other European Clio categories
benefitfrom having thefinalround
oftheir championshipsattheevent,
while UK competitorshavetofind
extrabudget totake part.

Young gets licence

signatures at Oulton

Renault UK Clio Cupdriver Jack
Youngmade a surprise appearance
inthe CNC Heads Sports/Saloon
championship at Oulton Park last
weekend, in order toupgrade his
licenceto competein the Clio
International Final.

Lastyear’s Clio Junior champion
made his senior Cliodebutatthe
SnettertonroundinJuly and has
since shown strong pace, including
baggingapoleat Brands Hatch.

Heraced his Clioin the two Sports/
Saloonraceslast weekend in Cheshire
toget therequired signatures for the
licenceupgradetoraceabroad.

“We’redoingan upgradetothe
licencefor Europe, and tolearnthe
trackfornextyear,” Youngexplained
ashisreasonsfor appearingat
Oulton Park. “[Goingto Europe]
basically just to get noticed from
other championships. We're goingin
there hopefully to try and progress.”

Young claimed two winsinclass,
finishingninth and eighth overall.

Renault Sport Racing sporting
manager Tarik Ait Said saysentry
feesfor UK drivers have beenreduced
asaresultofthis.

“Forthe UK, it wasadifficult situation
becauseithasacontract with TOCA
and already hasnine meetings while
other championshipshavesix,” he
told MN. “For them it was not possible
todoal0th [roundatPaul Ricard].

“Wetriedto createapackageand
reducethe entryfees sothat should be
anincentive. We wantas many drivers
there. Wedon’t do this for business
purposes we do thisfor the sport.”

AitSaid added thathe wouldlike
theInternational Final tobecomea
regular event but thatit’s unlikely to
be an annualfixture.

“Wewouldloveto[makeitregular]
but weneed tomakeit special sowe
may look atdoingitevery two or three
years,” hesaid.

Eurotech has sold cars andlicences

AmDTuning buys ex-Eurotech Racing Honda Civic Type R cars along with the team’s TOCA BTCC Licences

The AmDTuning team has bought
the two British Touring Car
Championship Honda Civic TypeR
machines from Eurotech Racing
and will field the hatchbacksin
nextyear’schampionship.

AmD will work alongside new team
Trade Price Cars (see below), which has
taken overthe Audi S3sthat AmDran
lastyear. The two MGstheteamranin

2018, which willmove on tonew owners.

AmD hasbought thetwo Hondasand
theassociated TOCA BTCC Licencesto
competefromformer team principal
Jeff Smith.

Nodrivershavebeen confirmed yet
and the squad isin discussion with
other sponsors. “Lastseason, it wasa
bigmoveforustoexpandtoafour-car
team and after a successful 2018, we

areagain seeking tomove forwards
tothenextlevel,” AmD team principal
Shaun Hollamby said.

“Whilst we enjoyed some strongresults
ontrack with the MGs, the opportunity to
purchase the ex-Eurotech Hondas was
onethat was too good to turn down as you
only havetolook atthe statsto see whata
strong package the FK2 Civic TypeRis.

“Acquiring these cars provides us with

afantastic platform toreally raise our
game and fight consistently towards
thesharpendofthe grid, and we are
already in discussions with drivers
who we know are capable of helping
ustoachieveourgoal.”

AmDisbacked by Cobra Sport
Exhausts, and itsmanaging director
Rachel Abbott will take on therole of
joint team principal alongside Hollamby.

New Trade Price Cars team enters BTCC with Audis

Anew team will enter the British
Touring Car Championshipin 2019 with
theex-AmDTuning Audi S3machines.

TradePrice CarsRacinghasagreed
termstopurchase thetwo cars, along
with their TOCA BTCC Licences (TBLs)
required to compete in the series, while
AmD will continue torunthecarsas
partofatwo-year deal.

The company’smanaging directoris
DanKirby, whohas contested racesin
the Ginetta GT4 Supercupin2017and
the Porsche Carrera Cup GBthisyear.
Driversforthe TradePrice Cars

Racingteam will be announced shortly.
“Wedipped ourtoein the water in 2018

asasponsor, but wefeel thetimeisrightto

take ourinvolvementinthe BTCCtothe
nextlevel,” Kirby said. “I'm confident we
canall work together tounlock more of

thepotential thatisin the Audiduring2019.”

The AmD team, which also operated a
pair of ex-factory MGslast season, has
runthe Audisinthe BTCC since 2015.

Former BTCC and Renault UK Clio Cup
driver Andy Wilmot will take up therole
ofjoint team principal alongside Hollamby
after joiningfrom Matrix Motorsport.

Top two in Mini Cha]leng hadtestthanksto Dop

Dunlop’s prize package.

had won a prize outing.

Mini Challenge champion Ant
Whorton-Eales and runner-up
Nathan Harrisondrovea
Motorbase Performance British
Touring Car Championship car
last week as partof tyre supplier

For Whorton-Eales, who took
+ partintheentire2017BTCCin
an AmDTuning Audi S3and
tackled oneroundinan MGin
2018, it wasthe second time he

Hetook partin Dunlop’s

Whorton-Eales and Harrison in prize BTCC test

annual prize testin 2016
after winning the Renault
UK Clio Cup. thatyear
Whorton-Eales said: “It was
greattotestaprovenrace-
winning car. Motorbase has
comealongway indeveloping
this carinthetwo yearssince
my firsttest.”
Hewasjoined at the Snetterton
testby Mini JCW runner-up
Harrison, whohad coaching

from 2018 BTCCrace winner and

Motorbaseregular Tom Chilton.
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run behind safety car

Leading entrants have expressed
concernover the potentialimpact

justheld the water,” said leading
team boss Kevin Mills. “They

Iwastestingl was aquaplaning
off. Even on the straightit spat

-

MSA rule change to prevent safety-car only races counting 'T—

of bad weather at this year’s Walter = were aquaplaning all over the me off and did aload of damage. Anewruleissuedby the actually taking place. Huracan GT3-orthe
Hayes Trophy at Silverstone. place and that was even with Silverstone’s always had standing  Motor Sports Association Theregulations Silverstone British F3
Following the abandonment of reasonably warm temperatures. water but you’d never gointo should help to stop drivers currentlyindicatethatas race won by Josh Mason
thefinal round of the BRDCBritish In November it’snot goingto Woodcote and aquaplane winningracesrunentirely = longastwolapstakeplace, of Lanan affected the
Formula 3 Championship earlier dry up.Ithink with heavy rain straight on before you even got behind a safety car from aracecanbedeclared and championship outcome
this month, and the high-profile they will have a bit of a problem totheright-hander [previously]l.”  nextyear. awinnerawarded even ineither case.
MotoGP washout in August, runningit, so fingers crossed.” Inresponse to the concerns, Inboththe British GT ifno competitive action Under section Q the
there are fears that autumnal Stuart Gough, who tested in Silverstone managing director Championship-at Oulton occursastheraceis followingregulation has
weather could cause difficulties wet conditions ahead of the Stuart Pringle said: “We’re not Parkin April-andat neutralised by a safety car. been addedfor2019: “For
on the track’s new surface. opening round of the National anticipating problems while Silverstonein BRDC NeithertheOultonrace—~  anyracethathasbeenrun,
“When we did the Northern Championshipin April, and we await the outcome of the British F3 earlier this won by Jon Minshaw and initsentirety, under safety
round there and it was pouring plans to take partin the event independent investigation [after month, races were won PhilKeeninaBarwell car conditions shallbe
down all day, the track surface for the 15th time, added: “When the MotoGP cancellation].” despitenoracinglaps Motorsport Lamborghini declarednulland void.”

Monoposto F3 champion Cater makes successful Sports 2000 debut and could compete in series next year

my F3 carhad this S2000in his garage
for sale, and suggested Imight have a go.
“Havingsaid that, a switch to historics
isanother choice, andI've always
fancied havinga car for eventslike the

“Winning a championship usually
means looking for something different
for the following season, and Sports
2000is one of the options,” said the
Claphamdriver. “It’sa very friendly

qualified the ex-Guy Jeynes-Ellis
MCR in third place and was second
behind champion Tom Stotenin the
first of two races. He followed this
with a victory after Stoten’s car

Newly-crowned Monoposto F3
champion Ben Cater made a one-off
Sports 2000 appearance at Brands
Hatch while he considers what to

dointhefuture. b

Cater was quickly on the pace and

was withdrawn beforerace two.

championship, and the guy whoran

Silverstone Classic and Goodwood.”

Cater won second Brands race

Granthastested the Van DiemenRF91 at Silverstone ahead of WHT outing

Grant makes switch to newer machinery for Hayes

Multiple Historic Formula Ford 1600
champion Callum Grant will drive the
mostmodern machineryin his career
sofar when hefieldsa Van Dieman
RF91in the Walter Hayes Trophy.
Grant, the 2012 and *16 Historic
Sports Car Club FF1600 champion, will
drive the car owned by Roger Arnold.
The Bolton driver—who helped
spectators pull fellow competitor
Nelson Rowe out of his burning car at
Cadwell Park earlierinthe year—was
one spot out of qualifying for thefinal
ofthe Walter Hayes Trophy last year
in his Merlyn Mk20, and with more
modern machinery heishopingto

goone place better.

“Iwasoneplace offthefinallast year
with a historiccar, soI’dlike to think I
can getinto thefinal, but you know
what the Hayesislike, I'll probably be
inamassive accident at the first corner
inthefirstheat!” said the 24-year-old.

“I'm just going to watch my back.
We’renot going to winit, the caris 25

years older than some of the cars, so
thefinalis thetarget. Butit depends

onthe circumstances.”
Aftertestingthe carlast week at
Silverstone, Grant has decided to put

the enginefrom his Merlyninto the

Van Diemen for the Hayes.

Moyers, Dempsey and Eastwell to spearhead expanded Kevin Mills Racing Hayes attack

Kevin Mills Racing, winner of the
2017 Walter Hayes Trophy with
Michael Moyers, will run six cars
in the event this year.

Moyers will return to lead the
team alongside Formula Ford
Festival pacesetter Michael
Eastwell and Chinese Formula 4
champion Jordan Dempsey.

“Ireally think Jordan, after a
couple of days testing, has got as

good a chance as those two,” said
team boss Kevin Mills, who will hire
a car from Wiltshire College to
complete his squad of six Spectrums.
“Moyers had a good run-out
at Donington [in the National
Championship two weeks ago] to get
therust off, so he’s still a threat.”
The line-up will be completed by
Roger Orgee and South African pair

Julian van der Watt and Alex Gillespie.

®Neil Maclennan made alate switch to

join KMR for the Festival, making his

debut in the Australian-built Spectrum

chassis. The Scot had made sporadic
outings earlier in the season in the
National championship in a ClLiff
Dempsey Racing-run Ray but, with
Mills’ squad already fully subscribed

for the Walter Hayes Trophy, Maclennan
will sit out the Silverstone event ahead
of aplanned 2019 National title assault.

Maclennan raed forin Festival

Green announced as
Carlin’s first F4 driver

Ginetta Junior race winner Fin
Green has been confirmed as
Carlin’sfirstdriver asit returns
to British Formula 4 next season.

Carlin powered Lando
Norris, Max Fewtrell and
Jamie Caroline to the first
three F4 drivers’ titles before
taking a sabbatical from the
series this year as it expanded
into IndyCar and F2.

But earlier this month the team
confirmed it would be back for
2019 and now Green has been
unveiled as Carlin’s first driver.

The 16-year-old finished ninth
in the standings in his second
season in the Ginetta category
this term and becomes the first
racer to be announced as
competing in F4 next year.

Team boss Trevor Carlin said:
“We’re delighted to be back in
the F4 British Championship
and helping young, talented
driversin their first seasons in
single-seaters. Fin represents
this perfectly and has already
shown a great deal of potential
in testing.”
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Grids will race at | -
Dijon next year

By Matt Kew

The Classic Sports Car Club
has unveiled its 11-round 2019
calendar,whichincludes a
headline first visit to Dijon.

Blueriband visits to Formula
1circuits have becomea
semi-regular fixture on
the club’s schedule.

The addition of Dijon, from
October 4-6, follows a maiden
meeting at Magny-Cours last
weekend for the season finale

Photos: Steve Jones

and areturn to Spa—which holds
itsplacenext year—inJune.

Clubdirector David Smitheram
said: “It’stheusual CSCC
thinking where we want to offer
the members something new.
We’re running out of UK
circuitsto try for thefirst time
so welooked out where else we
haven’tbeenthat’s withina
sensible distance.”

Angelsey’s International
circuit will also getitsfirst run
out with the CSCCnext year,

il =

BMW Car Club Racing serieswas e

w this year butis pro

ving popular

the club previously having used
the Coastallayout. Itis hoped
that both configurations will

be used throughout the July
20/21 meeting.

Also ofnote, the final meeting
will include night races at
Donington Park. The National
loop will host the televised races
on October 26/27. In previous
years, the equivalent meeting
hasbeen held at Brands Hatch -
the Indy circuit now featuring
on August17/18.

CSCC Saloons and Modsports will also race at Mondello

Mondello Park will also
feature on the Classic Sports
Car Club’s schedulefor the
firsttime.

The Special Saloons and
Modsports will break away
fromtheother seriesforaone-
offand havethreeracesatthe
Irish venueacrossJuly 13/14.

Planstoraceat the former
British Touring Car venue were
tabled for 2018, but had tobe

Championship status for BMW Car Cluh series

The BMW Car Club Racing series
istobecome a points-paying
championshipforits second
yearin 2019, after an opening
season which has “exceeded
expectations” accordingto

the organiser.

Theseries waslaunched by the
only officially recognised BMW
Car Clubinthe UK, intended asa
fun and affordable form of racing,
and gridshavebeen healthyinits
inaugural year with a season-high
of 31 carsat Silverstonein May.

It willnow take the next step
for 2019 by shiftingfrom a series

toachampionship.
“Itwasalwaystheplan,” series
coordinator Neil McDonald
told Motorsport News.
“Itjustlooksbetter on the
outside and it will pull other
driversin who want to take part
inachampionship,and we can
still cater for those whojust want
totake part. We can do both.
“Thefirst season hasbeen
absolutely incredible, it’s
exceeded expectations, it’s been
very enjoyable. It’s just been
great fun without blowingloads
andloads of money.”

putonhold duetoadateclash.

Modsports will support the
Formula Vee Festival, a charity
meeting thatraisesmoney
forIrish children’s campaign
The LauraLynn Foundation.

aPorscheBoxster Sin the
CSCC Modern Classics series
andisactingmanaging
director of both Lolaand

The Special Saloons and

Howard Dawson, whoraces

A Ferrari Challenge
UK series organised
and run by the British
Racing and Sports Car
Club will be launched
next year.

The championship
will cater for Ferrari
488 Challenge cars
and will hold four
rounds; at Brands
Hatch, Snetterton,
Croft and Silverstone,
with two races taking
place at each venue
next year.

Dominic Ostrowski,
competitions director

Mondello, said: “We've
been talking with [CSCC
directors] David [Smitheram]
and Hugo [Holder] for two
orthreeyearsabout getting
partofthe clubtocomeover.
“It’sclubracingatitsbest—
atechnically demanding
circuitandthe people have
agreattime. Maybein
future yearsmore ofthe
programme can come.”

New BRSCC-run Ferrari series for 2019

atthe BRSCC said:
“We have worked
with Ferrari over
several years for its
Ferrari Racing Days
at Silverstone and it
was a natural fit [for
us torun this series].

“Ferrarihas puta
lot of research into it
and there seems to be
an appetite todo it.

“I think it’s one
[championship] that’s
going to grow over a
few years but we’ll
see what the numbers
are likein 2019.”

Roherts plans Mazda

return and title hid

Two-time BMW Compact Cup
champion Steve Robertsis
aimingtoreturntothe Mazda
MX-5Supercupin2019and
challengeforthetitle, having
madehisdebutintheseries
thisyear.

Robertshastakentwo
winsinhismaiden season
of Mazdaracing after engine
problems hampered him
earlyin the season.

After an engine change,
Robertstook hisfirst winat

Castle Combein July, but earlier thismonth andis “It’'sagreat championship,
suffered a crashinthe second eyeingthetitle next season. it’sprobably one of the best
race and missed the nextround “Iwouldn’tbedoingit quality gridsin the country.
ashebattled torepairhiscar. ifTwasn’taimingforthe “Therearel0driversthat

Heended theseasoninstyle

Photo: Matt Barrington

withawinatthefinal race of
the season at Donington Park

championship,” said Roberts,

Roberts took maiden Mazda win before car was wrecked

who claimed his Compact
titlesin2013 and 15,

arequality.”

Frankie Taylor’s Citroen
Saxo entered the Junior
Saloon Car Championship
round at Oulton Park
sporting abonnetlivery
decorated with coloured
tape and signed by hisrival
drivers. Taylorhitthe back
of Molly Dodd’s Saxo in
practice for the previous
round at Silverstone which
leftthe front of the car
severely damaged. His
rivals came togetherto
offerreplacement parts
and redecorated the car
inits originalliveryusing
sticky tape before adding
theirown messages prior
toitracing.
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DO
WORKSHOP
1961 LOTUS 21

Ex-Jim ClarkF1 car
Current owner: JohnDelane

It’sthe ex-Clark F1 car
“Itis the last of the works 21s and
Jim Clark was the only person to
race itin period. They saved it for
abriefappearance atthe 1961
Modena non-championship race
where he qualified it but elected
nottoraceitand saveditforthe
[talian Grand Prix at Monza.”

Itisveryoriginal

“I've lusted after Jim Clark cars
and owned another one. This
oneis special asitis a carthat
unequivocally was his car, and
only his car. He raced it that fateful
day [where Clark was involved

in an accident which killed rival
Wolfgang von Tripsand 15
spectators] and the reality is that
the car was only mildly damaged.
You can see the repairs that were
made to two of the chassis tubes.
They were sleeved and the
aluminium upper bodywork was
damaged. Beyond that, the lower
and rear bodywork was saved.”

Itwas stored in Italy
“After the accident with von Trips,
the carsatinan ltalian lock-up

at Monza for seven years. Colin
Chapman was apparently able

to getthe engine and gearbox,
because the ZF gearboxwas on
loan and had to go back and the
engine had to go backto Climax.”

Tom Wheatcroft
acquired it

“When the seven years was up,
Tom Wheatcroft decided to write
aletter to Colin Chapman and
enquire if he would consider selling
the car, as Tom was starting his
collection. Colin wrote back and
said: ‘I've told the authorities to
dispose ofit. If you can get it,

you can haveit.I'lldonateit to

the museum.”

It went to Donington
Park

“Tom Wheatcroft despatched his
lads and they returned with the car.
They repaired the chassis damage,
had a new aluminium upper body
made and the car sat on display

at Donington Park for 30 years.
Everyone gottoseeitinthe
Donington Collection. He
somehow acquired aZF gearbox
and a proper motor.”

Itcamebacktoracing
fouryearsago

“Then, asthey beganto release
some of the cars, Tony Best
acquired it. Tony owned it for
aboutthree years and if you
count Lotus, I'm the fourth owner,
whichis very special. ltis sucha
low mileage car, so original and
completely unmolested. Itis
unbelievably special and I'm very
thrilled to own it. hope Jimmy,
rest his soul, doesn't mind as | like
to wear a helmet with his colours.”

The last works Lotus 21

Versatlle racer makes dehut in'V8 monster

By Paul Lawrence

All-rounder Geraint Owen
made a mighty Historic
Touring Cardebut at
Silverstonein his first
experience of racing the

ex-Henry Mann/John Young

Ford Mustang with a brace
of second-placedfinishes.

A week afterhedroveaneven

older Ford saloon,aModel A,

forthefirsttimeina VSCCtrial,

Owen forsook the 1950s Kurtis
Indy Roadster he campaigns

with the HGPCA torace the well-

McDonald took a podium

known Mustang, whichisone of
thenewest carshehaseverraced.
“Itisabitmodernforme,” the
university lecturer said of the
1965 Mustang. “Charles Knill-
JonesandIhavegota Triumph
TR4for the Spa6-Hours and
wejust thought: ‘shall we get
somethingelse? We are selling
the TR4and we bought the
Mustang. We went tolook
at Mustangs andended up
spending toomuch and buying
areally cool one.
“TI'veneverracedatouring
car before,” said Owen, who

hasraced extensivelyin 1950s
and Pre-War carsaswell as
theformerIndycar. “Itisan
experience and the steering
isveryheavy.Soyouendup
steeringitfarmorewith your
rightfoot,” hesaid after
finishinga clesesecond to
Mustangexpert Warren
Briggsinbothraces. [z
The Mustang
joinsthe 1928
Model Ainhis .
stable. “We
wantedasaloonto * { : "ﬂ
gotriallingto take : "' 4
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‘Mallock clinched

the FJunior title’

Engineer to the fore, below

my son Freddie,” said Owen.
“What other motorsport can
youcompetein with youreight-
year-old son? Wehad agreat

runlast weekend onthe Welsh
Trial until we blew thediffup.”

® Owen’s Ford Model A racer

Formula Ford racer McDonald makes his Formula Junior debut

Formula Fordracer George
McDonald made his Formula
Junior debutat Silverstone and
scored a podiumresultinhis
firstracein the Brabham BT6.
McDonald, whoracesa Van
Diemen RF04in modern FF1600,

worksathistoricrace
preparation experts Halland
Hall, and looks after the Brabham
for US-based racer Sharon
Adelman. “Sharon offered me
the chancetorace the Brabham
andthengotaninvitetoraceitat

Goodwood,” said McDonald. “So
Ididn’t wanttoraceituntil after
Goodwood.I’d doneaboutfive
lapsintherainat Donington
beforethis weekend.”

He will return to the RF04 for
the Walter Hayes Trophy.

NG ]

at Silverstone*

Edwards to press
on in rare Fiat 131

British Rally Championship
winner Matt Edwards and Darren
Garrod will continue to develop
the RallySport Developments
Fiat131theydroveforthefirst
time onthe Trackrod Rally
Yorkshirelast month.

The carisowned and alsorallied
by Edwards’ backer Peter Smith,
who wantstodevelop the carto
be competitive with the top-level
BDG-engined Ford Escort Mk2s

Edwards w111 develop F1at

which dominate the MSA British

Historic Rally Championship.
They finished second to Matthew

Robinson’s Escortonthe

Trackrod and will go up against

him again on similar stageson

the Malton Rally on November4.

Thousands of rally fanslined the route of the Lombard
Rally Bath on Saturday as the non-competitive tour
relived the years when Bath was host city to Britain’s
biggestrally. Stig Blomqvist drove an Audi quattro at
venues including the Porlock hillclimb.

Smits adds a rehuilt ex-Clay Regazzoni Ralt RT1 Formula 2 racer for a fresh challenge

Dutch historicracer Michiel
Smits has brought the ex-Clay
Regazzoni Ralt RT1 Formula 2

car back toracingafter many readyfor shakedownat

yearsin storage in Switzerland. Donington i T
Parkin Za

Smits has tested the car - ﬂ? - b =
- ™ \‘ P

Smits commissioned UK-based
Complete Motorsport Solutions
torepreparethe carandit was

late September. “It wasa 1977 Ron
DennisProject4team car,” said
Smits. “There were three carsfor
Eddie Cheever,Ingo Hoffmann
and Regazzoni.I knew the car
i’ wasin Switzerland and every
(% coupleofyearsI’dringthe

owner upand ask him tosellit,
and he’d sayno. Finally, he said
yes. Thereisanice atmosphere
in F2andrespectful drivers.”

HealsohasalolaT70Spyder
and areplica Zakspeed Ford
Escort MK1.

Simac’s F2 glory
Following the final two races of
the Historic Formula 2 season
at Dijon, Robert Simac (ex-Jean-
Pierre Jaussaud March 712M)
secured the Jochen Rindt Trophy
forthe 1600cc Formula 2 cars
and ended the season as overall
top scorerin Historic F2 for
thesixthtimeinarow.ltisa
remarkable record for the
Frenchman who does most of
the preparation work on his car.

Baines returns

Historic FF2000 racer Jono Baines
was back in action for the Silverstone
final after his Royale RP30 was
damaged at Oulton Park at the end

of August. The Cumbrian school
teacher went off at Druids avoiding a
spinner but had the car back together
in less than six weeks with the support
of Tom Smith, who shook the car
down at Silverstone on Friday while
Baines was still at work.

Escort crew deliver
Simon Tysoe and Paul Morris
have been confirmed as

overall champions in the
RACRMC Historic Asphalt

Rally Championship. The

Ford Escort Mk1 crew sealed
thatitle on theirfirst experience
of the final rally of the season,
the closed-roads Jersey Rally.

Blakeneys team up
Pat Blakeney shared his FF2000
Deita TB1 with his son Scott at
Silverstone over the weekend, with
esach ofthem doing one qualifying
session and two races. Pat ran both
Historic FF2000 races and then
Scott took over to join the URS
Classic FF2000 field alongside

the Classic F3 pack. The busiest
moment came with back-to-back
races oh Sunday, which required a
rapid driver change and refuel.

Charteris’s pole
Mark Charteris secured the
Class Atitle in the Classic
Clubmans Championship before
the openingrace at Silverstone.
The bonus point for pole was
enough for Charteris to retain
his crown. In the B Sport
contest, Clive Wood missed
qualifying and the opening

race due to awedding in
Scotland on Saturday, but

took the class in Sunday’s race
and the championship after
starting his Mallock Mk20

from the back of the grid.

Mallock’s title

Ray Mallock clinched the front-
engined Formula Junior title at
Silverstone on Sunday in his U2
Mk2 to score his first championship
success as adriver since winning
the 1981 British Formula Atlantic
title in a Ralt RT4. It was his first
crown inaMallock U2 from the
company founded by his father
since winning the 1971 Shell
Clubmanstitle.

F3 dead heat

The Classic F3 title was only
decided by a tie-breaker at
Silverstone on Sunday after
Keith White (Ralt RT1) and Pat
Gormley (Safir) ended the
season level on points. With
more second places to his
credit, Evesham racer White
just got the verdict to claim the
title helastwon in 2006 in his
ex-Elio de Angelis Ralt.

FULL REPORT FROM THE S IJNE HSBB SHOWDOWN y 2 OPAGE 22
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The three Yaris will

By David Evans

“Theyneed todrive thatrally for
themselves, but we know that the

some small mistakes, but you
know heisinasensitive world.

run “in harmony”

Meeke to run Condroz in a Skoda

Tommi Makinenis confidenthe  mostimportantistoconcentrate Look at Wales, he was brilliant Havingenjoyed being hedroveaDS3R5in
has lined up the world’s fastest atthehighestlevel and beaccurate therebecause he was enjoying backinarally car at 2014, narrowly
rallyteamin Ott Tanak, Jari-Matti all of thetime—-ifyoudothat,then thedriving. the demonstration missing out on
Latvala and Kris Meeke next the speediscoming.” “Wehavethestrong element of victory tolocal hero
season —and he says he has no Meeke praised Makinen’s team for next season. RallyLegend earlier KrisPrincen and his
worries about managing them. approach todriver management, Everybody ishappy for this. this month, Kris Subaru Impreza WRC.
Meeke was the headline news saying: “Who would have thought Tunderstand Krisisa pretty Meeke will be back to Heis, of course, no
fromlast week, but Latvala’s that Ott Tanak, Jari-Matti Latvala goodnameindJapanand , competition when he stranger to Belgian
dealtoremainina Yaris WRCfor and Kris Meeke would have beenin that’simportantforus—and ‘i 4 drives a Skoda Fabia rally fans, having
another season was also confirmed the same team? I honestly believe a wehaveseenthatin Europe R5 at next weekend’s won the nation’s

by the Japanese giant.

characterlike TommiMakinen, who

and, of course,inthe UK heis

Condroz Rally.

biggest event—the

Makinen has confirmed to understands the sportso well, he’s comingwith abiginterest.” The Northern Ypres Rally —on his
Motorsport Newsthat all three of been thereand doneit. He’snotjust Makinen was quick tolaugh Irishman will first attemptin 2009.
hisdrivers will start the season abusinessman lookingto create offtalk of Meeke’sfirst drive a private car DMACK’s Dick
with the same chance to win, but abusiness, he wantstocreatea accidentina Yaris WRC, run by Italian team Cormack told MN:
he’salsoaware that could bring motivated team tohave success— when the Dungannondriver Metiorsport with “It’s great to see
potential conflict. that’sthe number one priority. putthecaronitsside while DMACK tyres. The someone like Kris

“Krisisfastand heishelpingto Ithink Tommican managethat testinglast week. There was deal was brokered on DMACKSs. Our
giveusavery, very strongline-up very well.” considerable speculation by Renaud Jamoul, tyres have proved
for next season,” Makinen told MN. Makinenisdelighted with his about whether or not Meeke had DMACK’s Belgian tobe competitive on
“Wehavethreedrivers whoareall line-up, particularly with the damaged the car and whether distributor. national and regional
abletobeonthepodiumeverywhere, recentupturninspeedcoming ornot pictures circulating social Meeke said: “It’s asphalteventsona
butatthe same time we know these from Latvala, whohasbeenonthe media were even authentic. aneventI’ve done number of occasions
drivers cannot win everywhere— podium on three of thelast four Makinen said: “The picture was before, soI know it’s this year, especially
evenif Ott for sure would like to!” events and finished second in notajoke.It wassomevery, very really challenging in the sort of mixed

Asked whathistactic would be Turkey and Wales. smallmistake. It wasinalongcorner and there’s usually conditions you find

inaneventlike Finland, where all
threedrivershave wonbeforeandall

“Jari-Matti has shown some
absolutely brilliant speed withno

which came more narrow and the
speed was completely zero. There

atop-classfield there.
It’s anideal way

in Condroz. We wish
him well, expect

wouldbepushingforanothervictory mistakes,” said Makinen. “Inthe wasnodamagetothecar, it was for me to get back he’ll be challenging
atthe World Rally Championship’s startofthe year and maybe also justonitsside.I'mnotbothered into competition.” for victory and look
annual festival of speed. inthemiddle we were alittle bit aboutthatatall. The guys, they Meekelast contested forward to extremely
“Wewilllet them to decide who worried: hehad somebadluck canpushitbackand carryon. the Huy-based useful feedback to help
winsin Finland,” said Makinen. with the car, but also there were Itwasnodrama.” Condroz Rally when future developments.”

The Strength of Experience speedhne

e-mail: info@speedlinecorse.co.uk | website: www.speedlinecorse.co.uk




NEUVILLE KNOWSISPAINTESTIIS

Hyundai has

improved

Thierry Neuville has admitted
Friday’s opening day of Rally of
Spain action could be crucial to
hishopesoflifting thisyear’s

World Rally Championship title.

The Belgian’s Hyundaii20
Coupe WRC will be thefirstinto
the gravel stages where, ifthe
forecasted warm, dry weather
prevails, heis expected to suffer
the biggest timeloss of the
threetitle protagonists.

“The good thingisthatmy
mainrivalsare very closeto
me,” Neuville told MN. “So
the conditions shouldn’tbe
toodifferent.”

Sebastien Ogier, seven points
downonNeuville,and Ott
Tanak, 21 offthe front, will

o Ly
— = L

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

‘Kristoffersson looks

to rallying challenge’

WRX champion on stages, pl6

GROUP RALLYING EDITOR
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follow himinto Friday.

Neuville said: “The opening
dayongravelwill be particularly
vitalin settingthe tone for the
restofthe weekend, sowe have
tostart strongly. We know we
havehad somedeficiencieson
Tarmacthisseason, but wehave
worked hard onthatand hope
we can see the fruits of that
hard work.”

Hyundai bringsnew partsto
the weekend’s asphalt stages
with new geometry and a centre
differential set-up aimed firmly
atoffering more stability and
lessundersteerfromthe
Tarmac-specification i20.

“Thesetwofinalrallies of the
season aremassively important

forusin the championship
fight,” said Neuville. “Wehave
lostsome groundin the past
coupleofevents, but weare
stillontop and we won’tgive

up withoutafight.”

Still short on development
mileage, M-Sport’slatestengine
partswon’tmakeitto Spain, but
should bein timefor Australia.
Despite that, Ogier wasupbeat
followinghis pre-event running
in Spainlast week.

“Ilike Spain, Ilikethiseventa
lot,” he said. “The championship
isgettingreally hotnow, but we
gotothisweek onahigh after
winningin Wales and reducing
the gap—but weneed todeliver
another strongresultagain this

y &=
od start

week if we want to defend our
crown. Youcancounton
Julien [Ingrassia, co-driver]
andItogiveiteverything.”
Tanak’sretirementfromthe
leadin Wales three weeksago
on Saturday makesthe
Estonian’stask much more
straightforward in Salou.
“Wejusthavetowinthe
lasttworallies and see what
happens,” said Tanak. “Icanbe
confidentaboutour
performance on both gravel and
asphalt,as we have been strong
onboth surfacesrecently. We
had a good pre-event test where
we were ableto work on some
thingstomakeeverythingas
good as possible before therally.”

Loeh plays down speculation on his pace on Rally of Spain

Despite eight Rally of Spain
wins and nine World Rally
Championshiptitles, Sebastien

s Loebhaswarned against

anexpectationthathe’llbe
immediately on the pacein
Tarragonathis week.

The Frenchman, making
histhird and final WRC outing
with the Citroen squad at the
Rally of Spain this season, says
hisfocus will be onatrouble-
freerunthroughtheseason’s

only mixed-surface event.
Earlierthisyear, Loeb starred
inboth Mexico and Corsica,

leadingin Leon before a puncture

and settingfastesttimeson the
Frenchisland after sliding off
theroadonday one.

Loeb said: “After settingsome
good times on both surfacesin
Mexicoandin Corsica,I’dlove
to get through an entirerally
without making any mistakes.
My two days of testing went well.

It’snowuptometoputitall
together, from start tofinish.
“Thestandardis sohighit
would be pretentiousto say that
I'll be able to challenge the three
title contenders, butIhopetobe
moreorlessonthepace.Ifit’s
dryonday one, we’llneed to
make the most of the potential
advantage of ourroad position,
becauselots of things always
happen onthisleg, with hidden
rocks pretty much everywhere.”

Toyota’s fond farewell
to Citroen recruit Lappi

Toyota Motor Corporation president
Akio Toyodahas thanked Esapekka
Lappiand his co-driver Janne Ferm for
their contribution to histeam’s success
after the Finnish pair confirmed their
departure to Citroen last week.

Toyoda said he expected Lappi’s pace
ina C3WRC would only servetodrive
hisformer employer even harder.

“To Esapekka Lappiand Janne Ferm:
thank you for battling together with us
aspartof ourteam overthelast two
years,” said Toyoda. “Thaveno doubt
that next season Esapekka and Janne
will again make us stronger —this time
asourrivals.”

Lappiadmitted he waslooking
forward to further his WRC education
alongsidefive—and possibly six-time
world champion Sebastien Ogier.

Lappisaid: “Havinglearned many
thingsfrom Jari-Matti Latvalalast year
and from Ott Tanak this year,I'll have
everythingittakestobe even betterifl
alsomanage todraw inspiration from Seb!

“I'm convinced the car has alot of
potential, as doesthe team, which hasa
longhistory andlot of experiencein the
WRC. Thefact that Pierre [Budar, team
principal] clearly wanted torecruitme
also counted alot when it came tomaking
my decision. It’salso goingtobe a great
challenge, trying to win together.”

Skodamighthave
withdrawn from

the Asia PacificRally
Championship
officially, but the
winning goesonas
Japanese privateer Yuya
Sumiyama ensureda
seventh APRC title for
Skoda. Sumiyamahas
wonallfive APRC rounds
inhisFabiaRS5, sealing
the title with a maximum
score onlastweekend’s
China Rally Longyou.

A finish is on the radar for World Rally returnee Ken Block

Backinthe World Rally
Championship for the first
timein four years, Ken Block
hastold Motorsport Newshis
focusisfirmly on the finish
in Spain this week.

This week’s Salou-based
event will bethe American’s
firststartinalatest-
specification Ford Fiesta WRC
andheadmitstwodays’ testing
isnowherenear enough
tobringhim up tospeed.

“I'mbeingextremely realistic
abouttherace weekend,” said

Block. “I'm alsobeing very
upfrontabout my personal
expectations. The goalisto
getoutthere, driveasfastas
Ican,buttobringithomeclean
andjusthaveagreattime.
“Therest ofthe top teams
have almosttwofull years
racingthis car and canfully
exploit allthe aero work these
new carsfeature. I simply
don’thavethat comfortlevel to
leanintoitonthehigh-speed
corners and blindly trustit yet.

Andthat’s OK!T'mjust thrilledI

have thisawesome opportunity
tocome out and drive the best
carinthefieldamongthebest
driversonthe planetonsome
of—whatIfeel, atleast—are
some ofthebestroadsinthe
championshipas well.
“Soyeah,I'mstokedto get
ontothestagesherein Spain.”
Block, who completed a
nine-round WRC programme
in 2011, last competed at world
championshiplevel when
hefinished 12th onthe
2014 Rally of Spain.
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“His speed will
not have dimmed
one bit”

ee that Meeke thing happened
then.Whatnow?

Now we wait and see what Kris
Meeke makes of his seasonin the
last chance saloon. And let's be
under no illusions here, this really
isafinal roll of the dice for the Northern Irishman.
Andrightly so. He's had plenty of opportunities to
demonstrate his worth and world championship
potential and, so far, he's come up short.

Citroen might well be the anti-Christ
in Dungannon these days, but it's worth
remembering the millions it invested in Meeke
down the years, including a spell in the Junior
team when the Briton had the edge, but not
the temperament, over Dani Sordo.

That said, Citroen’s method in showing Meeke
the door remains as shocking today as it did
back in May.

And the decision itself just as bewildering. A
decision which grows ever odder by the rally.

Here we are this week, staring down Spain —

an event Meeke and co-driver Paul Nagle bossed
in one of their strongest and most self-assured
drives ever last season.

Undoubtedly, that crazy post-Portugal WRC week
has left its mark on Meeke, but it's time to move on.

As my children constantly remind me: “Yesterday
Is history, tomorrow’s a mystery and today’s a gift —
that's why it's called the present.”

Don'tforget that Meeke. Be the bigger man here.
Ignore the temptation to talk down where you've
come fromin search of favour and friends where
you're going. Focus on the taskinhand and
make the very best use of the year ahead.

We will now see if Kris has learned anything in his
time away from the sport. If he has, he has nothing
tofear. His speed has never been in doubt and that
won't have dimmed one bit while he's beenriding
his bike up and down mountains in Andorra.

But what we need to complement that pace is
alevel-headed, mature driver who can secure
employment with Toyota across the following
two or three seasons in the way, say, Carlos Sainz
would have done in the later part of his career.

If Kris can capture that, if he can walk the most
narrow and tricky line towards the podium (and
its top step two or three times) in 2019, then
he'llbe back, bigger and better than ever.

If he can't. If he crashes, makes mistakes and
then crashes again. .. well he's had his chance.

Regardless of the outcome, it's fair to say we're
already lining up fora sensational 2019. Already
the story lines are forming: Ogier back to Citroen
to finish the job he started and Meeke takingaim
at aformer employer who he will - regardless of
all of the above — be desperate to topple.

Watching Toyota's trio and Tommi's
management of those three fast and forceful fellas
will be fascinating as the season starts to unfold.

Finally, good luck to Meeke and his new co-driver
Seb Marshall (we all know it’s going to be him). It
takes balls and self-belief to dive into ateam and
go up against two of the fastest drivers in the world
— both of whom have a far superior understanding
of the car and the team around them. Now, to the
small matter of this year's world championships. ..

/3, AGREE/DISAGREE?
. letters@motorsport-news.co.uk
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Rovanpera Jr with
Skoda for two years

Kalle Rovanpera will remain
aSkodadriverfor the nexttwo
seasons—despite growinginterest
fromfactory teamstosignthe
Finn for 2020.

Rovanperahadbeen tipped fora
moveto Toyotain 12monthsand _ - E
the news that both Jari-Matti e [ = %y - ——
Latvalaand Kris Meeke have . : : \:. X
single-season 2019 agreements
with the Puuppola-based squad
furtherfuelled speculation the
18-year-old could be gettingready
tomoveuptothesport’stoplevel.

Rovanperatold MN: “Thave
another year with Skoda after
nextyear,it’s to the end 0f2020.
Nextyear wehavetodothe
rallieswehaven’tdoneyet—
thenit’smuch easierif we get
toanother team, [we go there]
knowingall of therallies.”

Askedifhethoughthe would be
ready to stepintoa World Rally
Carinstead of stayingin a Skoda
in 2020, hereplied: “We will know
nextyearbetter, butnowitlooks
quite good. We have been fast
ineveryrally, butif we can get
experienceintheotherrallies
then who knows?

“I'mhappy with thisyear.In
Wales we wentback toarally for
thefirst time and we were going
much, much better—but the pace
Imanagedthere wasstilla
surpriseforme.”

Rovanperadominatedthe
WRC2class of Wales Rally GB
and will belooking todothe same
whenhe makeshisdebutat this
week’s Rally of Spain.

Kristoffersson could
add a rally attack

World Rallycross champion keen to fight on the stages in a VW

By David Evans

havetotrytolearn new thingsand have
more experienceall the time—youhave
tospread your skills because the
competitionisreally high.”
Kristoffersson admitted hefelt histime
atRally Sweden this year helped him
become more competitivein World RX.
“Inrallying, you getinto situationsthat
youcan’tplanfor,” hesaid. “Youdon’t
know what will be the grip and you come
tosome thingsblind. When youdothe
jokerlap only once every fourlaps, the
gripisdifferent and being able toadaptto
this quickly isimportant and something
competingin Sweden helped me with.”

when he used a Mitsubishi Lancerand
Skoda Fabia S2000.
Kristofferssonadded: “I've done the
TCRthing,I've won thattitleand it
would be good tolook for somethingnew.
[TCR] was six rounds and the Swedish
Championshipissixroundsnextyear,
soitwouldn’tmean any moretimeaway.
“Ithinkit’spossible [to do Swedish
Championship]Iwill try towork hard
tomakeithappen. It would be anew
challengeforme,Ihaveneverdrivena
rally car on gravel before, soit would be
nicetohavesomethingnew. RXhasbeen
fantasticforthelast two years, but you

itsone ofthose carsthe 29-year-old is
hopingtousein his domestic seriesnext
season. In addition to his back-to-back
world RX success Kristoffersson won this
year’s TCR Scandinavia title and feels
ready tomove away from circuitracing.
“Thavedonesomerallying,”
Kristoffersson told MN, “butnotasmuch
ascircuitracing. Iwanttodriveasmuch
aspossiblenext year,I want to defend my
[RX]titleand I want todo somerallying. If
Icould dreamoutloud,Iwouldliketodo
the Swedish ChampionshipinaPoloR5.”
Kristoffersson enjoyed a programme of
Swedish and Norwegian ralliesin 2016

Two-time World RX champion
Johan Kristoffersson is hoping to
contest nextyear’s Swedish Rally
Championship alongside his
regular commitments.

The Swedish star haslongbeen afan of
rallyingand competed at this year’s Rally
Sweden, where hedrove a Skoda FabiaR5
and stunned WRC2regulars with afastest
time on the second run at the Rojden test.

Kristoffersson’s family motorsport
team KMS islookingto purchase a pair of
Volkswagen Polo GTIR5s next season and

Mitsubishi unlikely to return to the World Rally Championship despite Toyota’s desires

president Akio Toyoda and
Toyota Gazoo Racing team
principal TommiMakinen have
both tried to persuade both
Mitsubishiand Subaruback.
Makinen, who won all four of
hisdrivers’titlesin a Lancer,
said: “It would be absolutely
brilliant news if some more
Japanese manufacturers were
joining the championship.”

anelectricorhybrid car,itmight
have been different.
“Mitsubishi wasn’tinterested
and didn’thomologate the
Miragerally car produced
in Sweden and based on R5
regulations and the production
ofthe Mirageis expected toend
soon. I don’t think Mitsubishi
hasthe plan tocomeback.”
Toyota Motor Corporation

petrol-based regulations.
Computer generated pictures
ofaMirage-based WRC prompted
speculation ofareturnassoon
as 2021, but MN’s sourcesin
Japan said: “Mitsubishiis
assessingits optionsin
motorsport,it’slookingat
everythingandit’strue, they
will gotothe[candidate] event.
Ifthere wasthe chancetorun

SourcesinJapanhavescotched
talk of Mitsubishi’sreturnto
the World Rally Championship.
Representativesfrom the
former giant of the series
are expected to attend next
month’s Rally Shinshiro—
Japan’s WRC candidate event
—butinsidershaveindicated
noimmediate desiretobuild a
rally car under the current

Last appearance in the top class was in 2005 for Mitsubishi

Rally Japan hosses to fight for a place on future World Rally Championship calendar

“The[Rally Japan organising]
Committee had been applying
for Rally Japantojoin the FIA
World Rally Championshipin

toreturn Rally Japantothe

WRC Calendarin 2020 and

shall continue to work with full
commitmenttoachieveitstarget.

included and Japan left on the
sidelines. MN’s sources have
revealed a15-round calendar
came within one vote of being

Rally Japan will fight onfor
itsplacein the World Rally
Championship despite missing
outona2019slotto Corsica.

Japan had been widely expected
toreturntothe WRCfor thefirst
time since 2010 next year, butthe
FIA’smeeting ofthe World Motor

passed—such amove would
haveprovided a date for Japan,
butthe manufacturers wereall
vehemently against 15events.

2019, but unfortunately Rally
Japanwasnotoneofthe 14
countries granted a place on
nextseason’scalendar.

“Theplanstohostthe FTIA
observersatits WRC candidate
event, at Rally Shinshiroon
2-4November 2018 remain in

“The WRC Japan Round Bid
Committee willnow setits targets

place. We thank youfor your
continued support.”

A statement from Rally Japan’s
headquartersin Tokyoreads:

Sport Council sanctioned a
14-round schedule with Corsica
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A VISIT TO THE JERSEY RALLY

BEN
BUESNEL

“Jersey Rally:
You won’t be e
disappointed”

Photos: Chicane Media, rallyonline.be, Paul Evans

HARPER v PRITCHARD
LTTITLE

fter a season with the
British Rally Championship
as press officerand just a
week after Wales Rally GB,
anotherrally loomed. This
time itwas a busman’s
holiday to Jersey.

Known for Bergerac, potatoes, and Henry
Cavill — aka Superman — Jersey is also home to
the most southerly rally in the British Isles, aptly
named the Jersey Rally.

The two-day Tarmac test, first established in
1983, has hosted the likes of Tony Pond, Derek
Warwick, Jimmy McRae, Derek Belland many

I, ASPIM[T
PREVIEW |

ENTRY LIST
MSA Asphalt Rally Championship, round 6/6,
Cheviot Stages Rally, Otterburn, October 28

NO | DRIVER/CO-DRIVER | CAR

Dan Harper and Jason Pritchard will fight
for the MSA Asphalt Rally Championship
this weekend on the Cheviot Stagesina
winner-takes-allfinale.

Pointsleader Wayne Sisson hasn’t 1 | Damian Cole/Jane Nicol | Ford Focus WRC 05 | hread » hi d h
entered the event in his Mitsubishi Lancer 2 | Peter Taylor/Andrew Roughead Ford Fiesta RS WRC R r_ea _excmng mac mer.y OIS
E10as he would be unlikely to keepup 3 | Daniel Harper/Chris Campbell | MiniJCW WRC challengingisland lanes. Dominated by the
with the World Rally Cars that dominate 4 | Jason Tauber Pritchard/Phil Clarke | Ford Focus WRG | Ford Escort Mk2 — Group B, WRC and
the serieson thisevent. On dropped scores 5 | John Stone/Jack Morton Ford Fiesta S2500 ] R5-specification machines have had their day too.
Harper (MiniJohn Cooper Works WRC) 6 I Stephen Simpson/Patrick Walsh | Ford Fiesta RS | But Why isit special, you mig ht ask? For me, the
leads Ford Focus WRCO5 driver Pritchard 7 | Dave Turnbull/Chris Purvis Ford FiestaWRGC ] Jersey Rally has many things going forit and was
by a single point (see info box). 8 | PaulMacKinnon/Rob Fagg Ford Fiesta th el | f llvi Stood
Pritchard took maximum pointsonthe 9 | Gordon Morrison/Calum MacPherson | Subaru Impreza e = i) e (g0l ‘?r l_'le LigluAle e el b O_O
Manx National and last time out on the 10 | Mark McCulloch/Michael Hendry | Subarulmpreza | Pritchard: Title chaser with my dad infields at ayoung age on the Friday

night stages watching bright lights and great
sights through the likes of Longueville and
Waterworks was spine-tingling.

As aproud Jerseyman | always hoped of home
glory—andasitstandsit's 17 winsto Jersey and

MewlaRally, while Harper has proven
more consistent despite winning only one
event—the Down Rally —toPritchard’s two.
“Idon’tthink it matterstoomuch what
anyoneelseisdoingotherthanJason,” said

PO \]

MSA Asphalt Rally Championship points

multiple Manx Rally champion Harper. DRIVER RD1 |RD2 |RD3 |RD4 |RD5 |TOTAL | DROPPED SCORES . 2
“We’reboth in the same situation, we both Dan Harper - 28 27 30 27 112 112 19 forthe UK. Dave Carrell, Chris I—? Bonniec
havetofinish infront ofeach other totake Jason Pritchard |27 30 1 24 30 112 111 and Steve Leonard have taken the fight to the

the championship.

“Ifwe'refastenough then great,ifwe're
notIdon’t wanttodestroy thecar.

“Ilook atevery eventin the same way, it’s
apieceof Tarmac, if your preparationsare
good and yournotes are good then you’ll go
right.Ifyoudon’t get the preparationright
thenyoudon’tstand acatinhell’schance.”

Lancashiredriver Harper does have the
advantage of havingrallied on Otterburn
before, on the Tyneside Stageslast year,
while Pritchardis visitingfor thefirst time.

visitors and become multiple winners. The
future looks bright too with 2018 winner Ross
Le Noa andrising star Ed Fossey showing the
island has promising talent for the times ahead.

As the fever builds before each stage, the kind
and friendly house owners, whose properties
line the stages, are always wonderful and add
tothe event. Don't be surprised if you are offered
tea, cakes and a tour of an impressive private
motorcycle collection. | have had them all!

For the competitor it offers a unique challenge.
Its compact route and 100-plus stage miles
is a real favourite for visiting crews and gives
local drivers a chance to compare themselves

“We’reapoint behind, but whatever
happensIjusthavetoconcentrateon
myself,” said Welshman Pritchard, three-
times British Historic Rally champion.

“I'venever donetheevent. The only time
I'vebeen through Otterburn village is on
the Roger Albert Clark. Wehavearecce
soI'llmake mynotesanddrivetothem.”

Pritchard’s carhasbeen taken to Focus
expert Paul Bennfor acheck overready

fortheevent, while Harper’s Mini hashad
some work done after an offon the Rally
of Charlemagnein France, with a test
scheduled for this week to check the cars.
Whatever happens the series will crown
anew championasneitherhavehadthe
honour before.
Theeventhashad aboostin entriesthis
year, havingstarted under 70 carslast year
while over 90 have entered in 2018.

Cole hack to title-winning Ford Focus WRC for the Cheviot

Cole’s Focus is a regular title Winner

Damian Cole will switch
back tohisfive-time title-
winning Ford Focus WRC05
forthenextroundofthe
MSA Asphalt Championship
onthe Cheviot Stages Rally.
Cole, who will startas
number one on theevent, is
out oftitle contention for the
Otterburn eventand wantsto
use the opportunity toseeif
the Focus would work better
for the Welshman compared
tohis Ford FiestaRS WRC.
“I'venever foundthe Fiesta

theeasiestthingtodrive,
and Paul Benn [preparation
expert]hassaid tomefor
thelasttwo yearsthatthe
answer tothe problemissat
under adust sheet [meaning

the Focus WRCO05],” said Cole,

wholastdrovethe Focusin
20150nthe ALMC Stages.
“Jason [Pritchard] has
won tworounds ofthe
championshipthisyearina
2005 Focus. We thoughtthe
resulton the Cheviot Stages
makesnodifference tome

championship-wise sowe
thought we’d bringit out
and see how it comparesto
the Fiesta.”

Scottish Rally
Championship-winning
co-driverthisyear, Jane
Nicol, willnavigate, as
Cole’susual co-driver Jamie
Edwardsisunavailable.

“She seems to be winning
everythingelsethis year!”
said Cole of Nicol, who
isbasedneartotheevent
in Edinburgh.

MacKinnon to make rallying return with rare Cheviot Stages entry in a Fiesta R5

Two-time Mull winner Paul
MacKinnon will make hisfirst

rally appearance of the year this

weekend on the Cheviot Stages.
The 2008 and 11 Mull winner
hasn’tcompeted since last
November’s PokerstarsRally —
when hefinished second—-on
theIsle of Man due to work.
The Tobermory driver will
field a Ford Fiesta R5from Dom

Buckley RSC, which hasbeen
converted toright-hand-drive.
“We operateaferryboat
thatrunsthrough the summer,
from Apriluntilaround now,”
explained MacKinnon.
“There’snosuchthingasa
day off, so wemiss all thesenice
rallies and the good weather!
“Wetrytohaveagood season
[with work] and then try and

fitinafewrallies.”
MacKinnonhas competed at

the Otterburn Military Range

onceinthelate2000s, although

theroute and venuehas changed

significantly since then.
MacKinnon said the ability

todriveaRHD car was key

to choosing the RSC Fiesta.
“Thebiggest problem for me,

notdoing very muchrallying,

isalotofthecarsareleft-hand-
drive,” headded. “Which only
doingoneortwoayearisno
useforme. Dom hastheseright-
hand-drive R5s and it suitsme
really well and they are great
wee cars. They’re greatfunand
that’s what we’re tryingtofind
thesedays.”

MacKinnon hasalsoentered
the PokerstarsRally again.

&

against their UK counterparts — creating an
intensive rivalry on the stages, but a friendly
social scene away from the time cards. The
postrally party is legendary in many circles.

Nicky Grist —a 21-time World Rally
Championship event winner no less —
took Jersey Rally glory on the event in
2009 alongside Peter Lloyd in a Subaru.

“The schedule of stages and the shortness
of service times over the two days is as tough
as most national and world class rallies and
would even test most of the top class teams,”
said Grist.

| may be biased but the event is one treasure
that has yet to be properly discovered by most
of therallying fraternity. It has solid foundations
and needs to not shy away — but bang its own
drum and grow even more. If you are at aloose
end next October, put Jersey in the diary fora
long weekend. You won't be disappointed. A
great example is Englishman Mark Lowe, who
has caught the Jersey bug and enjoyed his 13th
consecutive event as a spectator and marshal.

| keep pestering my boss lain Campbell to
have alook and include itin the BRC calendar.
One candream...

AGREE/DISAGREE?
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Gallacher won

McCombie was rapid ’18 SRC in Focus

in M1tsub1sh1 Lancer E9

> g i
el e _

? By Luke Barry in 2016, McCombie finished fourth
inthe SRC this yearin his outgoing
Mitsubishi Lancer E9, claiming
one overall podium finish on the
Argyll Rally.

“It’snicetohaveachangeand try
something different,” McCombie said.
“Wedid contemplate R5butIthink

they’re more ofayoung man’scar.

The WRC is maybe slightly easier

and see how thecaris,” hesaid.
“Igaveitthree mileslast week
without [turbo]lagon, and it felt
good. Everybody’s saying ‘expect to
go backwards before you go forwards’,
soit’llbealearningcurveasit’salot
different to what we’re used to.
“We’ve been soused to keeping
the Evoneat and tidy, but I think we
can be more sideways with the Ford

Focusasthecarsortsitoutforyou.”
McCombieis coy about what he can
achieveina WRC, but admits the 2019
Scottish titleis an “unrealistic” aim.
“We’re up against quick guys, so
thetitlein thefirst year with the caris
tough,” headded. “If we can be as quick
aswereinthe Evo, that’srealistic.
We’rejust going to go out, hopefully
with a grin, and see what wecando.”

todrive. My biggest bugbear with
themis age andreliability, but you
justhave tomaintain them. Andrew
[Gallacher]’s was exceptional this
year sowe’lljusthavetosee.”
Despite his experience with four-
wheel-drive machinery, McCombie
admitted the WRC will take alot
of getting used to.
“Wearehopingto do Grizedale

= r 1 . L 3 oy ol
T e Ry i T

. Scottish Rally Championship
frontrunner Bruce McCombie
| has bought an ex-Peter Taylor
.. Ford Focus WRC02 and will
run the carfor thefirst time
on the Grizedale Rally ahead
~ ofan SRC bid nextyear.
Wales Rally GB National winner
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Laffey and M-Sport to Motorsport News Circuit Rally opener Hyde heads to Malton

British Rally Championship last two years respectively. “It’s astrong entry at the top = =
frontrunner Alex Laffey will Kevin Procter’s turbocharged and with the circuit rallying after b ap tism of f’ re
bring his M-Sport-backed Ford Ford Fiesta S2000 has won thing the top boys seem to

Fiesta to the opening round of the last two events overall. know what they’re doing,” Afterjumpingin atthe deep end with

“It’s a bit of fun and we had
abit of budget left over from
this season with some of the
rallies being cancelled,”
said Scot Laffey, the Border
Counties and Rally Isle of Man
being the cancelled events.

“It’sdown theroad, I'm
based in Knutsford, soI’'m

hisfirst gravelrally on Wales Rally
GB National, Thomas Hyde and
co-driver Harry Stubbs will compete
on the Malton Rally on November 4.

After beingdiagnosed with cancer
in February, Hyde fought back and
completed his treatments to contest
Rally GBin his 1600cc Peugeot 205
GTI, finishing 40th overall.

he added. “I want to challenge
for the podium, that’s the aim.”
M-Sport will bring a show car
to the Cheshire venue for the
event on November 4, and
will have presence in the
service park.
The timetable for the event
has been confirmed with

the Motorsport News Circuit
Rally Championship at Oulton
Park in two weekend’s time.
Laffey, who finished third
inthe BRC thisyear witha
best finish of second on Wales
Rally GB, will join the strong
Oulton entry list with his
R5-specifiction machine.

AnR5 hasnever won the looking forward toit.” the traditional firework “My lasttreatment was May 31 and
event, with Stephen Simpson Laffey acknowledged thathe display following therally, the Woodpecker, whichis the event
- E e T S | andJames ‘JJ’ Yates finishing  will face strong opposition for tickets are available at: we were planningto do, wasjustabit
Scot joins strong Neil Howard Stages entry withM-Sport runner-upinsimilarcarsinthe theevent. oultonpark.co.uk. close,” hesaid. “Ispoke with Dave

and hesaid ‘why don’t youdo GB,
ifanythinghappensonday one,
you canrestart under Rally2. We
didn’t wantto prove anything, we
just wanted to gettotheend and it

Binnie takes prize for tuition with BRC ace Tapio Laukkanen

Scottish Rally Championship
regular Michael Binnie will
receive driving tuition from
1999 British Rally champion
Tapio Laukkanen tomorrow
(October 25) after winning
last week’s John Horton Star
Driver Award.

After almost winning
the prizelast year, Binnie
beat competition from
Paddy Munro, Marty Scott,
Lawrie, Ross Hughes,
Steven Wood, John Wink,

and Alasdair Currieina
shootout at Knockhill.
“Itdidn’treally sink in until
Iwasback onmy tractor and
thought ‘T've just won areally
coolaward’,” said Binnie.
“Thank you very much to
everyone who’s organised
today, and thank you to
Claire [Mole, co-driver] for
everything she’s done for me
over the past three seasons.”
The chance to work with
one ofhis childhood heroes

is an opportunity Binnie
isrelishing.

“Iremember sitting on the
Bothwell stage of the Jim
Clark Rally at 0200hrs and
waiting for boys like Tapio
Laukkanen to comeround,”
he said.

“He’saname that’s been
stuckinmymindandI've
known all my life, you don’t
forget him after seeing that.”

Binnie wants to work on left-
foot braking with Laukkanen.

Strong results in h1s Lancer thls season for Binnie w1th Mole

was an absolute baptism of fire.”
Hydeishopingtocompetein
the British Historic Rally
Championship next year after
convertingthe carto historic-spec.
® VMINwouldliketomakea
correction, Thomas Hyde and
Harry Stubbs were not the Peugeot
205 crew that crashed on Brenigin
the Wales Rally GB National event.
It was Thomas Lloyd and Ian Jones.
The carhitatree and Lloyd broke
hisknee. Both are hoping toreturn
to competition next year.

NORTHERN IRELAND RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP CONCLUDES INTYRONE > > JPAGE 28
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Three fantastic getaways launched Smith into contention

nbetween the semis

and the Formula Ford
Festivalfinal, it was

hard tofind any neutral
whoreally believed that
poleman Niall Murray —
aman with two Festivals,
two National championships and
aWalter Hayes Trophy to hisname—
would be beaten.

Josh Smith confounded all expectations,
though, takingthelead onthelastlapto
claim his biggest win yet, aresult that
meantas much to his Oldfield Motorsport
team asitdid tothe Cumbrian himself.

Thebuild up to the final had been
far from plain sailing for the 19-year-
old, who had finished sixth in the
National championship this year. He’d
tested only in the wet on Wednesday —
missing dry runninglater in the week
—butnevertheless claimed pole for his
heat. He soonlost out to Murray in that
but, in spite of afront upright failure,
clungontothird. Second -again behind
Murray —put him on row two for the
final, when he had onelast chanceto
defeat the dominant Irishman.

Round-Garrido recovered well for ninth

Through nofault of his own, his bid
todosowasdisjointed. Carter Williams
(Ray GR10)spun outofseventh at
Paddock Hill Bend onlap two and was
collected by the GR15 of Gary Sykes;
therace was stopped. Atthe second
attempt, John Svensson’s Van Diemen
JL12tangled with the Swift SC18 of
Max Marzorati, whohad won the Last
Chanceracebarely anhour earlier. The
Swift clattered into the pitwall, Marzorati
escaped with bruising. Separately, Joey
Foster and Team USA Scholarship
entrant Jake Craigexited thefray, the
pair making contactat Paddock before
beaching their Firman and Ray GR18
respectively into separate gravel traps.

Onthelatter occasion, thered flags took
afewlapstoappear, soSmith’s second
successive “ballistic” launch, to get ahead
offrontrow starter Oliver White’s Medina
JL17,wasnot annulled. Helined up closer
to Murray for the eight-lap dash for glory.

Smith completed a hat-trick of fantastic
getaways, cancelling out the grid stagger
and beingalongside Murray, on the
outside, intoPaddock. On the exit, the
movewassealed. Alaplater, however,

B Smith took the win
the last lap of the £

and Murray took the high lineat
Paddock, gotthe switchback atthe
foot of the hill and hauled himselfback
intothelead on the climbto Druids.
Themiddle phase of therace—allfive
lapsofit—wentinto a holding pattern
upfront, with Murray, in hisfaithful
Van Diemen RF99, ahead of Smith
and White. All three were well clear
offourth, the gap exaggerated when
Peter Dempsey retired after a front
rosejoint cameloose onhisRay GR18.
With three for thelead ontothefinal
lap, Smith’steam boss James Oldfield
was watching on anxiously outside the
commentary box asthetrioascended
toDruids. “Ollie [White] was playing
hispatient waitinggame, he’savery
calculatingdriver,” recalled Oldfield.
“Hemadeagood challenge, but Josh
was abletosee whathewasdoing.”
White had gone to the outside, trying
todrivearoundboth ofhisrivalsand he
wasvery late on the brakes. “Ithought
‘Tminthird, now, Christ!"” said Smith.
“But Niallmusthave decided to golate
onthebrakes andthey both outbraked
themselves.Itjust opened the doorand

Islidrightthrough. ThenIjusthungon
fortherestofthelap.”

Smith’s victory margin waslessthan
atenth ofasecond, with third-placed
White-whorued the much-reduced
racedistance—only aquarter ofa
second behind Murray.

The 19-year-old is keen that his blue
riband victory —which earned him a
Mazda Road to Indy shootout ticket,
as well as the Neil Shanahan Memorial

Trophy —is a platform for greater things.

“Thopeit does me the world of good,
Thopepeople are watching becauseit
isjust gettingbetter,” he said. “Iam
looking forward toatripto America.”
For Oldfield, whorated Smith and
waskeentorunhimin 2018, the success

was the culmination of much hard work.

“Thisis hisown car, but we have rebuilt
itendlesstimes tomakeitalittle bit
better every time. That’s theresult
whenyougetadriverinitlikethat,”
hesaid. “We’ve been second [at the
Festival], second, third —and now this.”
Onhisreturnto UK racing, Matt
Cowley took fourthin his Van Diemen
JL13, hampered by alack of speed out

of Graham Hill Bend and amissed
gear atthe start, which dropped him
behind Dempsey. Neil Maclennan w:
fifth —thefirst of five cars separated
by asecond-whichheregardedasa
satisfactory Spectrum debut weeken
Keith Donegan—up fromrow sixin
spite of aslipping clutch on his Van
Diemen JL13 took sixth, ahead of
Canadian scholarship driver
Guillaume Archambaultand
American counterpart Colin Mullan
An enthusiasticdrive from 23rd on
the original grid earned Medina-
mounted Matt Round-Garridoninth
and the John Nicol Trophy, for the
most outstanding performance by a
British driver. David McCullough, ir
his Van Diemen, completed the top 1(
With Smith victorious, though,
Murray has unfinished business at
Brands. “Every timeI havefinished
thiseventI have wonit, and I kind of
wanted tokeep thatrecord up, soit
isfairly heart-breaking,” he said.
“Hopefully we will be back, I want
tobe thefirst personto get my name
onthatboardthree times.”

Murray led for most of
race but Smith was close

The final wasred-flagged twice, the first triggered by this spin for Williams at Padd
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Abusy Festival supporting programme
alsohighlighted single-seater excitement,
and the weekend’sfirstrace provided a
preview of the main event when Benn
Tilley and Scott Mansellengagedin a
titanic battlefor Classic Formula
Ford 1600 honours.

New champion Tilley steered his
Merlyn to another win, but between
poleposition and victory by 0.016s1ay
15hecticlaps. Mansell grabbed the
advantage in trafficbut Tilley wasn’t
beaten, drawinglevel off the last corner
tosteal the win by less than anosecone.
Rick Morrisfollowed, ready to take
advantage of any slip.

Tilley suffered from startingin the
shade onadamp pole on Sunday morning,
and fell tofifth before fighting back.
Heforced an opening at Druidstotake
thelead from Mansell, who reclaimed
itwhen they metatailender. Againlike
raceone, Tilley outdragged hisrivalin
thefinal dash to win this time by 0.022s.

The Festival Mastersrace wasalsoa
consolation outingfor driversintrouble
inthe main event, but the winner was

Tilley take two victories after tremendous Classic FF1600 dices with Mansell

Noel Robinson, fresh from 11thin the
semis and therefore a qualifier for the
final. Hebeat Tom McArthur andIvor
McCullough, third from the back of
the grid.

Alan Davidson drove a wide Mondiale
tobeat Tom McArthur’sReynardin
aclose Historic Final which was
notable for Stuart Kestenbaum’s
sixth appearance of the weekend
(withaLast Chance outingstill to
come)inhis venerable Crossle.

Ninthplaceinthefirst Fiestarace
was enough for Harry Gooding tobe
crowned Class C champion, down the
order behind winner Sam Watkins
who finished ahead of Simon Horrobin.
However, Horrobin’s unruly conductin
race two earned ejection from the whole
meeting, including hisrace oneresult.

Watkinsfinished second toRyan
Faulconbridge inrace two with brother
Josh third, but hit winningform againin
racethree, which ended in controversy
when Gooding made anill-judged bid to
pass Tom Hutchins.

But with Jamie White taking two Class

Eastwell among Festival frontrunners left down and out

Thedriver who set thefastestlap ofthe
entire Festival weekend didn’teven get to
take partin thefinal. Michael Eastwell
headed thelist of bignamestofall before
thelasthurdle when his Kevin Mills Racing
Spectrum 011C retired from semi-final
one with abroken rear-suspension bolt.
“Guttedis anunderstatement,” said
adejected Eastwell, who had finished
second in the National Championship
this year despite not winningarace. “It’s

no-one’sfault—failures happen sometimes.

“Wemade a statement this weekend.
Wehadapole, we won the heatrace with
arguably some of the best drivers of the
weekend init, like Joey [Foster] who won
it [the Festival]last year and Ollie [White]
who won the other semi-final. We’ll come
back stronger in two weeks’ time for the
[Walter]Hayes [Trophy].”

Eastwell’sfellow National seriesregular
Luke Cooper did make thefinal but only
after aweekend dogged with mechanical
issues. The Swift Cooper team worked
until 0100hrs on Saturday morning
rebuilding his engine after a testing

failure, but it remained down-on-power
in qualifying, leaving Cooper eighth on
the gridfor hisheat. The engine blew
altogetherintherace but Cooperhad
gonefar enough toscrape ontothe back
of a semi-final grid. Usingamotor
borrowed from Alan Slater, whose
Nike Mk4 had been sidelined by chassis
damagein testing, Cooper stormed
from 29th to 12th. Buthe called it quits
when amisfire hitin thefinal.

Chris Middlehurst, thirdin the 2016
Festival and fifth last year, alsohad an
eventful weekend. Thirdin hisheat, he
tangled with Team Dolan team-mate
Matt Round-Garridoin semi-final two
after hittingthe kerb at Graham Hill
Bend. The collision broke Middlehurst’s
Van Diemen LA10’s suspension and
then he was collected by Rory Smith.

Makingthe Last Chanceraceasa
reserve, Middlehurst spun at the first
corner butrecovered toninth. Hejoined
thefinal asareserve afterthefirst
stoppage but could only take 13th.

Havingfinished third twice in the past

Dwinsandathirdplace, he sealed the
overall championship.

Mainfocusoftwo Fiesta Juniorraces
was thetitle duel between Magnus
Kriklywiand James Waite. Kriklywi won
thefirstrace after Waite had an overnight
engine change and failed power steering
duringtherace. Kriklywistayed out of
troublein third placeinracetwotobe
sure of the championship, enabling Josh
Steed tosecure his third win of the year.

Cameron Fenton and Jake Byrne
dominated their respective classesin two
guestappearances by theIrish Supercar
and Global GT Lights championships.
Each also celebrated an overall win,
Byrne’sinracetwo despite the Global
carshavingahandicapped start.

Tom Stoten secured the Sports 2000
title by dominatingthe first of tworaces
in his Gunn. Series debutant Ben Cater
was second, and took afine wininrace
two when Stoten’s car was sidelined
before the start with alternator problems.
Tim Tudor closed on Cater towardsthe
end but couldn’t deny him the win.

Brian Phillips
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Watkins (c) took a brace of Fiesta victories at Brands Hatch

Eastwell was quick

but also unlucky

three years, 2014 National champion
Stuart Gough had high hopes but
struggled with his Oldfield Motorsport-
prepared Van Diemen JL.16 throughout.
The team changed hisengine aftera
10th-place semi-final finish but when
amisfirereturned in the final, Gough
parkedthecar.

Northern Irishmen Noel Robinson

by aloose plug-lead, having had only
an hour’ssleep the night before after
takinghis blown engine to Cannock
forarebuild.

Ex-British Touring Car Championship
racer Vincent Radermecker lost a place
in the final when he was penalised for an
out-of-position start after winningthe
Last Chanceraceontheroadinhis Van
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Formula Ford Festival

Heat 1: Niall Murray (Van Diemen RF99)

Heat 2: Matt Cowley (Van Diemen JL13)

Heat 3: Michael Eastwell (Spectrum 011C)
Semi-Final 1: Niall Murray (Van Diemen RF99)
Semi-Final 2: Ollie White (Medina Sport JL17)
Last-chance race: Max Marzorati (Swift SC18)
Final: Josh Smith (Van Diemen JL13)

Classic FF1600 Championship
Race 1&2: Benn Tilley (Merlyn Mk20A)

Formula Ford Masters
Noel Robinson (Van Diemen JLO12K)

FF1600 Historic Final
Alan Davidson (Mondiale M89S)

Ford Fiesta GChampionship
Race 1&3: Samuel Watkins (ST)
Race 2: Ryan Faulconbridge (ST)

Fiesta Junior Championship
Race 1: Magnus Kriklywi
Race 2: Josh Steed

Irish Supercars/Global GT Lights

and Ivor McCullough saw littlereward
for their strong pace. Two-time Kent
Festival winner McCullough suffered
gearbox failurein his heat. Robinson,
fourthin the 2014 Festival, was sidelined

Diemen RF91.
“It’smy mistake,” he admitted after

being caught out by the sloped grid. “We’ll

seenextyear,” headded. “Whynot?”

Mark Paulson

Race 1: Cameron Fenton (Supercar)
Race 2: Jake Byrne (Global GT Light)

Sports 2000 Championship
Race 1: Tom Stoten (Gunn TS11)
Race 2: Ben Cater (MCR)

White was a semi-final winner and was in the thick of the action throughout event

Murray, Cowley and White among the winners in frenetic heats and semi-finals

The Festival heats and semi-finals
provided ataste ofthingstocomeas
the eventual top two of Josh Smith and
Niall Murray were drawn together at
each preliminary stage. While Smith
laid amarker with pole position for
theirheat, it was Murray who came
outontopinbothraces.

Team Dolan’s Murray passed Oldfield
Motorsport man Smith for the lead of
heat oneinto Druidsearly on but only
built hiseventual seven-second
winning margin after Smith slowed
inthesecond halfofthe 15-laprace with
abrokenfrontupright. That allowed
lastyear’s Festival runner-up Keith
Doneganto catch and pass Smith at
Paddock Hill Bend to claim second,
despite carburettor problems causing
hisengineto stutter exiting corners.

Smith completed an all-Van Diemen
podium, holding offa train comprising
the Rays of Carter Williams (Don
Hardman Racing) and Cliff Dempsey
Racingduo Guillaume Archambault
and Jonathan Browne.

Despite suffering from oversteer,
Murray was untroubled in the semi-
finalrematch asheled from startto

finish. Fellow front row starter
Michael Eastwell initially applied the
pressure before mechanical drama.
From fourth on the grid, Smith jumped
intothird atthe startbutlostoutto
Neil Maclennan, making his first
appearancein aKevin MillsRacing
Spectrum, at Paddock Hill Bend a
laplater. When Maclennan ran wide
atthe same corner shortly before
half-distance, Smith reclaimed the
position, then dived past the ailing
Eastwell there with fivelapsto go.
Maclennan fended off Joey Foster’s
Firmanforthird, with Team USA
ScholarshipdriversJake Craigand
Colin Mullan and Team Canada scholar
Archambaultfollowing closely, having
traded places with Fosterin what was
reckoned tobe the stronger semi-final.
The second semiwas won by the
Medina JL17 of Ollie White, who
benefited from running new tyres
rather than saving them for thefinal.
Hepassed Team Dolan’s Matt Cowley
intoPaddock Hill Bend mid-race.
Three-time Walter Hayes Trophy
winner Peter Dempsey was third but
remained frustrated at beingjustshy

ofthe frontrunning pace. Whatever
changes CDRmade, includingan
overnightengine change on Thursday,
seemed tomakelittle difference. He
wasfollowed by Williams and Browne,
with Doneganrecoveringto sixth after
spinningat Druids on the openinglap.
Cowley had earlier won heattwo,
recovering after wheelspin dropped
him from second on the grid to third.
Maclennan led from pole position but
lost pace on an oily track, suffering
with alooserear-end asheacclimatised
tothe Spectrum. As Maclennan backed
uptheleading group, Cowley dived
inside Craigfor second at Graham
Hill Bend, then passed Maclennan at
Paddock on the penultimate lap. Chris
Middlehurstfurther demoted Craig
to complete the podium, with the top
four covered by lessthan asecond.
Eastwell dominated heat three, which
wasinterrupted by alengthy safety-car
period, to win comfortably from White,
Foster and Matt Round-Garrido. Max
Marzoratitook amaiden wininthe Last
Chanceraceafter Vincent Radermecker
was penalised for an out-of-position start.
MarkPaulson
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Jackson took a

brace of wins

Photos: Mick Walker

Cameron Jackson signed off his
racing season with a remarkable
hat-trick of wins overthe HSCC
Finals Weekend at Silverstone.

Thefirst of two Historic FF1600
victories was enough to clinch thetitle
and with that mission accomplished he
brought his Formula Junior Brabham
out for Sunday’s Formula Juniorfinal
and promptly won from the back of
the grid.

Both Formula Ford races were
typically ferocious but Jackson was
twice able to work his Lola T200to the
head of the battling pack to seal his
crowninstyle. Titlerival Ben Mitchell,
Richard Tarling, Callum Grantand
Ben Tusting were the major threats to
Jackson, but the Lola was alwaysin the
right place at therighttime. Mitchell’s
bid for thetitle was effectively dashed
when he was edged onto the grasson
thefinal rush down the Wellington
Straightinthe openingrace.

Jackson won again on Sunday but
this time Tarling was kicking himself
asamissed gear onthe sprint totheflag
allowed Jackson to snatch victory by
six-thousandths of a second.

Havingsecured the FF titleon
Saturday, Jacksonmadelate plans
to contest Sunday’srear-engined

Formula Junior race from the back
ofthe grid and duly stormed through
towinand add the Class E1 titleto his
season’stally. “What an unbelievable
way tofinish the year,” said Jackson.

Newly-crowned Junior champion
Peter dela Roche was a surprise winner
on Saturday in his drum-braked Lola
after oil sent both Nick Fennell and
Andrew Hibberd spinning at Luffield.
They led the challenge to Jackson the
followingday.

Inthefront-engined contest, Ray
Mallock was peerlessin his U2, but
missed an anticipated battle with the
similar car of Will Mitcham when the
latter’sengine blew in qualifying.
That misfortune was good news for
Mallock ashe was able to borrow
Mitcham’sdistributorto curea
persistent misfire problem.

Warren Briggs and Geraint Owen
hadneverraced each other before the
weekend but had two tremendous
Ford Mustangbattlesin the Historic
Touring Cars, with the second contest
oneoftheracesofthe season.

Owen learntaboutracinga Mustang
from an acknowledged expert and they
ran bumper tobumper in the second
race, with Briggs outin his Mustang
for thefirsttimethis season.
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HistoricFF1600 battle lasted all year betweenJackson (above) and Mitchell

It seemed asthough Owen was going
to win until Briggs outfumbled hisrival
inthe Complex to getthe verdict by just
seven-hundredths ofasecond and take
his second win of the weekend.

Michael Lyons was easily the class
ofthe Derek Bell Trophy field and
thundered the family’s Lola T400to
ahalf-minute victory on Saturday.
Sunday’srace wasrestarted after Neil
Glover’s Chevron B37 stopped for the
third timein the weekend but Lyons was
quickly in control again only for aninlet
manifoldissue tosend him to the pits.
Mark Dwyer took over thelead in his
March 742 but then fell foul of oil at
Copse and aslower car, so victory
finally went toarather surprised
Mark Charterisin his 742. Earlier,
Charteris bagged a Classic Clubmans
double, but only after two spirited
challenges by John Harrison.

Andrew Park concluded a hat-trick of
Historic Formula Ford 2000 titles with
tworesoundingwinsasIanPearson gave
valiant chasein hisRoyale RP30. “We’re
stilllooking for the last few tenths,” said
Pearson ofthe ever-improving challenge
tothe Reynards. Paul Allen wrapped up
afine debut season in the category with
two thirds buthadto work very hard on
Sunday tofend offa determined

-
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challenge from Benn Simms. A broken
wishbone on Saturday sent Simms
back tobase for repairsand his charge
fromthe back of Sunday’s grid was
another highlight.

The often over-looked talent of Greg
Caton was putto good use with two wins

on Sunday. He went soloin Brian Casey’s

Lenham P69in the Guards Trophy and

headed arare1-2forthemarque with Jon

Waggitt/Peter Needham behind asthe
pair of Lenhams saw off the Chevrons.

Earlier, Catontook alate call torace
David Shaw’s ex-Piquet Ralt RT1in the
Classic F3 opener and beat thelater RT3
of Gaius Ghinn. Caton didn’t startthe

Historic Formula Ford Charteris (Mallock
Race 1&2: Cameron Mk20/21)
Jackson (Lola T200)
Historic Formula Ford
Formula Junior Rear 2000
Engine Race 1&2: Andrew Park
Race 1: Peter de la Roche  (Reynard SF81)
(Lola Mk3)
Race 2: Cameron Guards Trophy
Jackson (Brabham BT2) Greg Caton (Lenham PG9)

Formula Junior Front Classic Formula 3

Engine Race 1: Greg Caton
Race 1&2: Ray Mallock (Ralt 1)
(U2 Mk2) Race 2: Gaius Ghinn

(Ralt RT3)
Historic Touring Cars
Race 1&2: Warren Briggs
(Ford Mustang)

Historic Formula 3
Jon Milicevic
(Brabham BT21B)
Derek Bell Trophy

Race 1: Michael Lyons "70s Road Sports
(Lola T400) John Dickson
Race 2: Mark Charteris (Ferrari 308GTB)
(March 742)

Historic Road Sports

Classic Clubmans Kevin Kivlochan
Race 1&2: Mark (Morgan +8)
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second race and so Ghinn was clear to
fend off the Safir of Pat Gormley and
close hislimited season with a win.
ChrisLevy (Van Diemen RF83) and
Andrew Lancaster (Pilbeam SP1)
shared concurrent Classic FF2000
spoils after some fine battling.

Jon Milicevic ended his Historic F3
title-winning season with another
victory and his winning margin was
boosted when arch-rival Andrew
Hibberd had a quick spin out of
Brooklands. Hibberd had to get his
head down and pass a bunch of cars,
including the Tecno ofhisfather
Michael, to get back up to second place.

“It was good to go to Silverstone and do it in a straight fight”, says Jackson

With his seventh win of the season,
Cameron Jacksonsealedthe HSCC
Historic Formula Ford 1600 title at
Silverstonein thefirst ofthe weekend’s
pair ofraces.

TheLincoln racer swept ahead in his
LolaT200to clinch thetitle overrival Ben
Mitchell (Merlyn Mk20) at the conclusion
of one of the most hotly-contested
championshipsin historicracing.

Allseason, the Historic Formula Ford
pack hasraced wheel-to-wheel and
delivered some breath-takingaction
across 17racesatnineracemeetings.

Despite constant action, theracing
hasbeen commendably clean and by the
later stages of the campaign it was clear
thatatwo-way titlefight had developed
between Jackson and Mitchell.

Anothervictory on Saturday at
Silverstone was enough to confirm
Jackson aschampion, after hisfirst
serioustitle challengein an on-off
racingcareer.

“Idid some Historic FF1600raceslast
year andreally enjoyedit, because the

racingisalwaysclose,” hesaid.
“Idecided todoafull campaign this
year with Neil Fowler. Ireally enjoy
drivingthe LolaT200:it’sashort
wheelbase and wide-track car and to
driveitfastyouhavetogetitmoving
around. The Merlyn doesn’t change
directionas quickly andisn’t asexciting
todrive. The Lolaismorelikeakart.
“It’sbeen achallenging seasonin
every eventand there hasalwaysbeen
someone torace with, especially with
Ben Mitchell. Every singlerace we’ve
beennexttoeachotheronthetrack.
“The season didn’t start so well when
we had afifth at Donington with the car
overheating. That wasn’tthebest start
fortheyear, but with havingto drop four
scoresit can work for you or against you.
“It was definitely theright decision
tomissthe Oulton Park race when our
new baby arrived. That gave Ben the
advantage goingto Brandsbutit was
all toplay for here at Silverstone.
“I'mjustsodelighted tohave won the
titleinacleanrace at Silverstone, where

itisreally hard to win becauseit
isalwaysalotteryonthelastlap.

“There were six of us all going for it
anditwasanother classicrace. You
don’t wanttolead onto Wellington
Straightonthelastlapsolleft Richard
Tarling spaceto gointo Copse ahead of
me.IknewI’d getadecent tow from him.

“Weall got through Becketts cleanly
andIwenttotherightofTarling. Ben
could either have gotatowfromme on
theright, or Richard on theleft and go
foragap.ButIdon’tthink the gap was
thereand heended up onthe grass
and dropped tofifth.Isawhimhaving
amomentinmy mirrors.

“Iknew Iwas good enough on the
brakestoovertake around the outside
intoBrooklands. ItwasamoveI'd
rehearsed over and over again andIfelt
very confident on the brakesinto there.

“IknowIcanbrakealengthlaterand
still gettothe apex:theLolaissucha
good cartodrive. It’sbeen atough season
andit was good to goto Silverstoneand
doitinastraightfight.”
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Connor O’Brien only needed to stay

out of trouble in the Oulton Park
season-closer to secure the Super
Mighty Minis championship, which
he did by taking second and fourth
places in the double-header.

“It’sabitofasurreal feeling,” O’'Brien
said. “It’sonly my second seasonracing
soldidn’texpecttoberightuptherethis
early on. Shows a bit of talent I suppose!

“With thefirstone[race] I was hoping
tofinishashighasIcan,andIdidget
second. Inthe second onel was quite
farinthe [championship]lead so
Ijustenjoyedit.”

Both victories were taken by Jeff
Smith, continuing hisrecovery from
his British Touring Car Championship
crashlastyear. Heled all the wayin
race one thenrose from eighth on the
reverse gridinrace two, gettinginto
thelead before half-distance.

The Mighty Minis classfinale was
atighter affair, with Stuart Combes
hanging on to take the championship
despite his pursuer Lee Poolman
winningboth races. Havingfinished
third-lacking power with anignition
timer problem—inrace one, second
placeinrace two was enough for
Combes. He pipped Dan Heywood
for the place by atenthinathree-way
victory fight with Poolman.

“Just,” said arelieved Combes
afterwards, “I've been doingit
12 years and been close somany times.
Everything clicked into place this year,
I’'vehadnofailures.” Combes’ near
misses include losing the title on the
last cornerin 2015.

The Junior Saloon Car
Championshiphad a three-way title
showdown, Lewis Saunders holding
offa Joel Wren challenge to claim
the honours. Wren finished third to
Saunders’fourthinraceone, which
Scott McIntyre won after along fight
with second-placed Ben Kasperczak.
Wrenthenledfrom Saundersinrace
two where double points were on offer
andinitially held the advantage after
aredflagstoppage —following a multi-
carincident at Shell Oils corner.

Kasperczak relegated Wren
and Saunders to second and third
respectivelyin the two-lap second

BLACKWELL-GHAMBERS SEALS

Mighty Minis
Race 1&2: Jeff Smith
(Super Mighty Mini)

Kasperczak (Citroen
Saxo VTR)

Sports/Saloon

Junior Saloon Car Championship

Championship Race 1&2: Paul Rose
Race 1: Scott Mcintyre  (Saker RAPX S1-400)
(Citroen Saxo VTR)

Race 2: Ben Classic VW Cup

BARC Saloons
including Honda
VTEC Challenge
Race 1&2: Ben
Rushworth (Honda
Integra DC2)

SMITHDOMINATES AS
TAKES MIGH
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Race 1&2: Ken Lark -- o 2o P
(Volkswagen Corrado) L e

partas Wren took the title.

Paul Rose clinched the Sports/Saloon

Championship with a double winin
his Saker RAPX, despite starting both
races from the back after missing
qualifying due toarrivingat the track
late. Spectators were denied a possible
grandstand finish in race one when the
MG Modsport oflong-time leader
Andrew Southcott dropped a cylinder
then had an exhaust pipe break. Table
runner-up Jamie Cryer did his part by
takingtwo Class E wins.

Ken Lark won both Classic VW Cup
racesinhis Corrado. Heled all of race
one from pole after his fellow front-row

TITLE AFTER DRAMATIC END

Thebattle for the Mazda MX-5
Championship wasdecidedin the
most dramatic of fashions with Will
Blackwell-Chambers trailing Sam
Smith by amere four points going
intothe third and final race, in which
Smithlined up threeplaces ahead of
histitlerival.

Reigning champion Blackwell-Chambers

(right)made the most of the skirmish
fortheleadto get ahead of Smith before
oilonthetrack at Coppice changed the
complexion of thetitle.

with Blackwell-Chambersin fourth.
The openingraces were similarly

eventful with race one winner Jason

Greatrexlabellingit the “mostintense

raceI'veeverbeenin”. It wasadragrace
totheline for second with Smith losing

outto Shortfor the position. Short got

agood starttotakethelead ofthe

incredibly close second race butit was

John Langridge who took the win.
Richard Avery took victory twice

in hisfirst Porsche Championship

outingofthe season beforeretiringin

Smith spunintothe gravel and retired
alongside nine others who were affected
by the oil, all of whom were unable to take
therestartastheyneeded tobe running
when the stoppage was called.

Itmeant Blackwell-Chambers won the
titleregardless of where he finished but it
was Ben Short who took eventual victory,

Watton sealed the F1000 crown

thefinal race after steering damage,
while Richard Styrin stayed ahead
ofthe scrapfor second to win. Gavin
Johnson took the 924 title.

The Mazda Superseries completed
itsinaugural season with anow familiar
story, asJoshuaJackson and Jake
Bailey battled for victory. Bailey struck
first with a win in the openingrace but
Jackson hadthelastlaughashemade
ittwo out of three wins.

The duelfor F1000 title honours
wasdecided in the openingrace ofthe
weekend. Dan Clowes, who entered
the weekend as the only driver who
could deny reigning champion Michael
Watton thetitle, suffered an oil pressure

starter and usual closest challenger
Tony Absolom had driveshaft failure
on his Golfand pitted at the end of
the formation lap. Lark then won
race two despite choosing to start
from the pitlane, taking thelead
from Alex Kite’s Ventolate on after
afrenzied battle.

Ben Rushworth won both Honda
VTEC ChallengeracesinhisIntegra.
Heheld off Chris Sparks’ Civicinrace
one and wonrace two easily as Sparks
stopped onlap one with gearbox failure.
The Hondas shared a grid with BARC
Saloons and Alexander Owen’s Civic
took both wins in that category.

problem which ended his chances.

Watton was beatentorace one
victory by Lee Morgan, who alsoled
in the closing minutes of the second
race before being wrong-footed by
backmarkersat Old Hall.

Morgan’s grassy excursion allowed
former World Kartingchampion
Colin Brown toseal victory from
seventh onthe gridin only his second
single-seaterrace since 2003.

Despite abrace of victories for
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Simon Hill, James Colbourne was
able tosecurethe Production GTI
championship titlein the MK5 class.
Hill entered the weekend 17 points
adrift of Colbourne butreduced the
deficittojust 11 points priortothefinal
race of the weekend. The two shared the
frontrow for the deciding race, in which
Colbourne shadowed Hill throughout
toseal thetitle by aslenderfive points.
Tim Hartland, who entered the
weekend with a sizeable advantage in

Photos: Steve Jones
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“ Mazda MX-5 Championship

| Race 1A: Jason Greatrex
Race 1B: Rafal Drzaszcz
Race 2A: John Langridge -
Race 2B: Mike Comber

Race 3A: Ben Short
Race 3B: Michael Fisk

| Porsche Ghampionship
Race 1&2: Richard Avery (Boxster) i
Race 3: Richard Styrin (Boxster) il

Mazda Superseries
Race 1: Jake Bailey
Race 2&3: Joshua Jackson

F1000
Race 1: Lee Morgan
Race 2: Colin Brown

Production GTI
Race 1&2: Simon Hill (Mk 5)

Fun Cup
| 2Rent Domino’s (Henry Dawes and Chris Hart)

the Mk2 points, twicefinished third
in classtosecuretitlehonours.

Henry Dawes and Chris Hart
propelled the 2Rent Domino’s carto
the Fun Cup title, despite victory at
Donington being the team’s first win
ofthe season.

Dawes and Hart only took therace
lead on the penultimatelap when
reigning champions Fabio Randaccio
and Scott Fitzgerald (JPR UVio)
dramatically ran out offuel.
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BRITISH GT REVIEW

Partnership with the experienced Adam proved key to British GT title. By James Newbold

Donington to secure title FEEEE

sthe green
light signalled
the start of
qualifying for
the British GT
season opener
at Oulton Park,
Flick Haigh could be forgiven
for feelingnervous.

Comingfrom two confidence-
damagingyearsin Europe-racing
thetwitchy Audi R8LMS, firstin the
Creventic24H Series on Hankooks,
thenin the Michelin Le Mans Cup -
Haigh had pitched upinarguably the
championship’s strongest year yet
withno experience of either the
control Pirellis or the Aston Martin
V12 Vantage, so was unsure ofhow
she would stack up.

Butsheneedn’thave worried.
Puttingit on polefirst time outand
following up with adebut victory
wasagood way to quell any lingering
doubts and served asa serious
statement of her title intentions.

“Ihadlostalot of self-beliefand
before OultonIdidn’texpecttoo
much, sothatreally lifted my spirits,”
Haighreflects. “It was anew start,
anew championship, a different car,
[and was thinking] ‘let’s just forget
aboutthelasttwo yearsandjust
focusonimprovingeveryrace’.”

Cometheendofthe seasonat
Donington Park, shehad donejust
that. A cautiousdrive tofourth as
chaosreigned allaround may have
beenthemost “non-race” of Haigh’s
careertodate, butit wasenoughfor
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Buurman showed impressive speed

Haigh defended well at [ =

her tobecome the first outright
female champion, and gave Optimum
Motorsport co-driver Jonny Adam
histhird seriestitle.

Given the 27.5-point buffer the pair
enjoyed cominginto the weekend, with
37.5toplay for, any other outcome was
alongshot. Butone paddock stalwart
had predicted it much sooner.

Joe Osborne, Haigh’s team-mate for
the precedingtwo campaigns, had signed
aMcLarenfactory deal that would
preclude him from partneringherin
the Aston, soarranged a ‘handover’
callwith Adam totalk the Scot though
Haigh’s strengths and weaknesses.

Hefinished by telling Adam that they
should win the championship “easily”.
Anyone watching the madcap opening
stintat Donington might takeissue
with the easily part, but Haigh kept her
eyeonthebigger picture and brought
the carback in one piece, which wasmore
than could be said for most that day.

Itwasareal contrastfrom Brands
Hatch, where Haigh blew thefield away
and had builta 12-secondlead priorto
thefirst of two quick-fire safety cars,
Adam overcoming the Lamborghini
of Jonny Cockerlate ontosealthe
victory. She had also beenin control at
Spauntil aloose wheel-arch caused her
tospinatLes Combes and dropped her
totheback, before stormingup to third.

“She’sdriven differently at different
points of the year thathave added up
tothe championship,” Adam agrees.
“When weneeded totowards the end
oftheyear, Flick upped a gear. Around
Spaespecially, we spenttwodays
testingthere and it definitely showed.”

Afteracquiringtheformer
Macmillan Motorsport chassis,
Optimum started testingin the final
week of January and completed a
totalof “14 or 15” days, accordingto
Adam. This, combined with 26 hours
onthesimulator, meant Haigh was
asprepared as she could possibly be.

“British GT wasatwo-year
programmefor Flick, soIthinkit’'sa
surpriseforhertoachieveitinyear
one, butit’s offthe back of her being
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really determined to squeeze that
lastlittle bit of performance out of
herself,” says Adam. “It wasno
surprise tomethat she smashed it
onpoleat Oulton because shehhad
tested well there before, she was
gettingmore and more confident
with the carandIthink thatsether
bar quite high for therest of the year.”

Otherthanablipat Oulton when
Adamfloated offtheroad on his way
tothe dummy grid forracetwoand
damaged the suspension, Optimum
was amodel of consistency and never
finished lower than fourth. Already
well established at GT4level having
won thetitlein 2016, Shaun Goff’s
team beat abevvy of more experienced
Aston crews that benefitted from
extensivefactory supportinthefinal
year forthe V12 Vantage, which
claimed six out of ninerace victories.

Aided by the World Endurance
Championship’s ‘superseason’
calendarfeaturingjustfiveracesin
2018, Aston works drivers Nicki Thiim,
Marco Sorensen and Maxime Martin
alltook turns atop the pile, butnone
could topple Adam. The original
developmentdriver forthe V12
Vantage, hisknowledge from title-
winning campaigns at Beechdean
AMR and TF Sportin2015-16 was
invaluablefor Optimum’slearning
curveand gave Haigh the confidence
toputeverythingtogether.

“Jonny just wasabletoreassure her
that shehad the ability to be very close
tohim,” says Goff. “Notonly hashe
been great with Flick at thetrack, he’s
alsoworked behind the scenes with his
knowledge of the cartoengage withme
andthemechanicsandhe worksclosely
with Flick on the sim, so he’s kept things
sharpbetween testingandraces.”

Oftheremaining Aston contingent,
Thiim made the strongestimpression
inhisfirst season onthe UK circuits.
Sharingwith Mark Farmer at TF
Sport, ateam he knew from the
European Le Mans Serieslast year,
theduorecovered fromasluggish
starttotakethe championshiplead
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HAIGHFLICKS AWAY ;
THE ROOKIE NERVES

with wins at Snettertonand Silverstone,
before openinglap contactat Sparipped
the sump off and caused a dramatic oil
firethat consumed the chassisand
effectively put paid to their title hopes.
That meant the Barwell Lamborghini
of Phil Keen and Jon Minshaw was
the closest challenger to Optimum
and they claimed therunners-up
spotforathirdsuccessiveyear. As
three pole positions attest, the speed
seeninpreviousyears wasstill there,
butit wasastrange year for the Demon
Tweeks crew with both of their two
wins comingin unconventional fashion
—inthesecond Oulton ‘race’ conducted
entirely behind the safety car before
beingabandoned and at Donington,
after on-track victor Thiim was
penalised for abusing track limits.
“Jonhasreally come on throughout
theyear, theresults don’t showit
because we won more in 2017 but the
competition wasn’tthere,” says Keen,
whose talents wererecognised with
aLambofactorydeal atthe season’s
end. “Youlook atthedriversonthe
grid today comparedtolasttime,
it’sreally comeupalevel. It’sa good
thingfor the championship-it’sa
bad thing for me and Jon because
it’'smakingourlives moredifficult!”
AsidefromaDNFat Brandsdueto
anoverheatedradiator, the biggest
dent totheir title challenge came at
Rockingham, where Minshaw led the
openingstint untilhe parked at45

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

Keen/Minshaw were
bt 2 rrunr}ers—up yet a}gain

degreesin the pits, was berated by
Keen, and subsequently took his
helmet off, earning a drivethrough
penalty. “You could argue thatit’smy
faultforlosing my temper with him,”
was Keen’shonest appraisal. Team
boss Mark Lemmer wasn’tamused.

Victory at Rockingham instead went
tothe ERC Sport Mercedes of Yelmer
Buurman and Lee Mowle, who finally
brokehisduck in GT3 after six years
oftrying. Buurman was often the
quickestdriverinthefield, but Mowle
often struggled to get the Pirellisinto
the operating window —havingraced
the Mercon Michelinslastyearinthe
LeMans Cup-meaning they regularly
started low down the grid on aggregate.
Still, they finished fourth in the
standings ahead of Beechdean’s
Darren Turner and Andrew Howard,
theonly Aston Martinnottowinarace.

Defending champion Team Parker
Racinghad adisappointing season
withits previous generation Bentley
Continentals. With Seb Morris moving
on, Rick Parfitt was joined by Ryan
Ratcliffe, reuniting the 2013 GT4
championship-winning pairing. A
plucky defensivedrive at Spa yielded
second, butit wasthenearestthey got
all year tothe top step, aresult matched
by the sister car of Callum MacLeod
andIan Loggie at Rockingham.

The 2018 campaign truly was the
year of the Aston. Not bad for aseven-
year-old beast.®




Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

I ATT M

New Adam and Haigh partnership worked well
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Thiim/Farmer’s title bid went up in flames at Spa

TOP S GT3 DRIVERS

1 Nicki Thiim

Proved local knowledge was no prerequisite
in a superb debut season, on pole at
Snetterton by half a second —in the dry —and
pumped in a crucial sequence of laps to put
Farmer in the box seat for victory in showpiece
Silverstone 500. Made up 14-second deficit
on Keen in monster stint at Donington before
the officials’ intervention, although academic
after Spafire.

2Flick Haigh

Well-prepared for rookie campaign and it
showed. Demonstrated a cool head under
massive pressure at Donington, but laid the
groundwork with supreme pace for wins at Oulton |-
and Brands. Rockingham qualifying performance
is easily overlooked, but quickest by nine tenths
over wet weather master Minshaw and 2.5s
quicker than the second-best Aston of Farmer.

3 Jonny Adam

Aquaplaning off on the way to the grid at

Oulton aside, Adam again proved he is the
master of working with Am drivers. Proved a
galvanising force in Optimum'’s first year with
Aston, instilled confidence in Haigh but matched
it with strong pace himself, at Brands especially,
where his late pass on Cocker for victory cut a
decisive blow in the title race.

4 Phil Keen

Destroyed everybody in wet qualifying at
Rockingham —to the tune of 0.9s — but once
again ended the year as the bridesmaid, in the
Sunoco Challenge too. Two wins both allittle
hollow, but did the hard work by getting pole
forabandoned second Oulton race. Fully
deserving of Lambo works drive.

5 Yelmer Buurman

Often started too far back to make animpact,
but seized his one shot at victory with both
hands at Rockingham. Carved through the
Pros like they were standing still for brilliant
podium at Donington, including ararely-seen
around-the-outside pass at Goddards on
champion-elect Adam.

Mitchell claimed GT4
crown by single point &

naseason thatproduced eight
different winners from nine
races, it would seem logical
that as the only repeat victor,
Jack Mitchell should have been
crowned GT4 champion. But
thathardly doesjusticetoatitleracethat
was decided by a single point, with the top
three crews separated by just two points.
Having scored two pole positionsin GT31ast
year, Mitchell was set for another seasonin the
top class before his drivefell through and forced
him tofind refuge at Century Motorsportin the
new BMW M4. Butit was to prove ablessingin
disguiseforthe 2014 Ginetta Junior champion.
Despite only completing 151aps on the
media day prior to Oulton Park, Mitchell got
the season offto a strong start with a brace of
thirds alongside guesting BMW junior Ricky
Collard, before two below-par weekends at
Rockingham and Snetterton with new co-driver
Aleksander Schjerpen yielded only four points.
Significantly, his two wins camein thelonger
races which carry the greatest share of points,
in back-to-back rounds at Silverstone (with
Schjerpen) and Spa with his third different
team-mate of the season, Dean Macdonald.
Both wins had an element of fortune about
them —broken suspension robbed Equipe
Verschuur McLaren pair Finlay Hutchison/
Dan McKay of a 35-second lead at Silverstone
before an opportunely-timed safety car at Spa
vaulted him from seventh to thelead, despite
the 20s success penalty —but Mitchell still had
todeliver hisend of the bargain to capitalise. His
driveat Spatohold offthe clearly quicker McLaren
570S of Charlie Fagg was judged to perfection
and was the turning pointin his title campaign.
“The big attribute toJackishe’s verylaid
back, he doesn’t get flustered,” says Century
boss Nathan Freke. “He getsin the car,
knuckles down and does the job, very seldom
does he blame the car, he’s always very self-
critical which isimportant becauseit’s
normally the driver that needs tomake the
difference, notthe car.
“We’ve seen some gritty drives from him
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"~ with more experienced

' and some amazing overtakingmoves, heisa

very worthy champion.”

With ex-Williams chiefmechanic Les Jones
asteam manager, customer support from
BMW in the form of a spares truck and on-site
engineer Timo Vogt working with experienced
race engineers Chris Hubbard (Mitchell) and
Tim Wright (Ben Tuck/Ben Green), either one
of Century’s two cars could have won the title.

Tuck/Green, who had been demoted from
second toseventh atround one due to a too-short
stop, only fell short at Donington when Green
was penalised for passing under yellow flags.
Although Mitchell then had to serve a penalty
ofhisown when the team was unable to connect
the earthing cable at his pitstop, it wasn’t quite
enough forthe duo. As Freke putit, “amessy
way todoit, butit worked out”.

Yetitwasacrewthatdidn’twinarace
and ultimately finished third that had the
greatest causefor disappointment. Tolman
Motorsport’s Faggand Historic Formula
Ford graduate Michael O’Brien dominated
at Spa-thescene of Faggand Phil Glew’s
brace of victoriesin the Ebor Maseratilast
year —and would certainly have won but for
the safety car, described by Frekeas “aoneina
million”. That only compounded the frustration
offailingto score at Silverstone after contact
with Kelvin Fletcher at Brooklands broke the
suspension and a punctureon Fagg’sinlap at
Brands Hatch that dropped them to ninth.
Another second at Donington meant they
finished just two points behind Mitchell.

McLarens did however win three times.
Tolman pair Joe Osborne and David
Pattison capitalised on the shorter pitstop
time for Pro-Am teams at Snetterton when
the pit window overlapped a safety car
brought out by Graham Johnson/Mike
Robinson’s stranded Balfe Motorsport
example, which ended its run of bad luck
with victory at Brands Hatch. Meanwhile
Equipe Verschuur’s evident promise was
realised at Donington as McKay recovered
from a trip into the gravel in the first stint

' todeny the chasing Fagg/O’Brien the title.
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TOP 5 GT4 DRIVERS

1 Ben Tuck
The pick ofthe BMW drivers
missed out on the title, but
through factors out of his
control. Consistently had
aslightedge on Green,

infringement at Donington
proved decisive and on par

Mitchell. Unlucky with safety
cars at Snettertonand
Brands Hatch when leading,
but stormed back to second
inaphoto-finish at the latter.

2 Jack Mitchell
Unfussed by stepping back
to GT4, Mitchell coped well
with limited time in the M4
pre-season and constant
changing of team-mates to
claim the title, despite a nervy
finish. Crucial Spa win owed
much to luck, but kept Fagg
behind brilliantly in much
slower carto give himselfa
points buffer. Ended the year
with China GT4 title to boot
afteranail-biting last round.

3 Charlie Fagg
Had the edge on his fellow
McLaren development
drivers allyearand was
unlucky notto end the
season with avictory and the
title to show for it. Showed
superb car control to hold
onto his three-wheeled
McLaren when the right-rear
let go at Brands. Stillonly 19,
has avery bright future in GTs.

4 Scott Malvern
One of the GT4 benchmarks
finally had equipment to
match his talents this year
and prevailed in the tight
Pro-Am ttitle battle alongside
the much-improved Nick
Jones. Got the best out of
the ultra-agile Merc to earn
pole at Oulton, which yielded
victory inthe four-lap ‘race’,
and managed well with its
lack of grunt in combat.

5 Joe Osborne
Drove like his newly-
earned factory driver status
suggested with class, but
was left to rue non-scores
at Silverstone (contact) and
Spa (overheating). Took an
optimistic win at Snetterton
and came from the back to
a brilliant fifth at Brands
before giving co-driver
Pattison a successful
swansong with Pro-Am
victory at Donington.

HAMPIONSHIP POINTS TEAMPOINTS |
British GT3 Championship GT3teams
1 Jonny Adam/Flick Haigh Optimum Motorsport Aston Martin Vantage 167.5 1 TF Sport 249
2 Phil Keen/Jon Minshaw Barwell Motorsport Lamborghini Huracan 159.5 2 Barwell Motorsport 240.5
3 Nicki Thiim/Mark Farmer TF Sport Aston Martin Vantage 148 3 Optimum Motorsport 167.5
4 Yelmer Buurman/Lee Mowle ERC Sport Mercedes-AMG 133.5 | GT4teams
5 Darren Turner/Andrew Howard Beechdean Aston Martin Vantage 102.5 POS |TEAM [POINTS
6 Marco Sorensen/Derek Johnston TF Sport Aston Martin Vantage 198 1 Century Motorsport 251
GT4 2 Tolman Motorsport 249.5
| POS | DRIVERS | TEAM/CAR 'POINTS 3 |HHCMotorsport 147
1 |JackMitchell Century Motorsport BMW M4 1124
2 |BenTuck/Ben Green Century Motorsport BMW M4 123 Fagg/
3  |Charlie Fagg/Michael O'Brien Tolman Motorsport McLaren 570S 1292 O’Brien
4 |Callum Pointon/Patrik Matthiesen HHC Motorsport Ginetta G55 116.5 were
5 Will Moore/Matt Nicoll-Jones Academy Motorsport Aston Martin Vantage 87 unlucky
6  |Joe Osborne/David Pattison Tolman Motorsport McLaren 570S 82.5 not towin
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Lundqvist crashed at Donington
(inset) after early season wins

LUNDQVIST LEAVES IT LATE

TOP S DRIVERS

roughtto his
kneesinthe
Donington Park
gravel after a
first-corner
collision, Linus
Lundgqvist could
almost feel the 2018 BRDC British
Formula 3 championship begin
toslip through hisfingers.

It wasthefirstreal sign of adversity
for the Double Rdriver who up until
that pointhad dominated the season.

“Ijustfeltlike ‘damnit, amIgoingto
getanythingonmy sideoristhisjust
goingtobea weekend where everything
goes wrong?’” recallsthe Swede.

Sixmonthsearlier the British F4 graduate
began his campaign with a win inrace one
at Oulton Park butit was Carlin’s Nicolai
Kjaergaard—-in his second season of British
F3—wholed the standings after the first
meeting courtesy of hisown victory and
another podium.

Butthen Lundqgvist’sdominance began
asherecordedfive wins from the next four
weekends, including an impressive double
at Spa—where hemade his British F3 debut
in2017-aswell asan additional four
podiums. Perhaps more importantly
though, hedidn’trecord a single retirement.

“Linus wasjustalittle bit too good this year
forusandtoo consistent,” says Kjaergaard.

“I'think that’sthekey in his championship
campaign, he’sjust been good onevery
track, everywhereall thetime.”

While Lundqgvist was having a fault-free
season, Kjaergaard wasn’t. Heretiredin
the openingrace at Rockingham after
being caught upinafirst-cornermelee and
crashed outinthe secondraceat Snetterton
after a collision with Fortec’s Tom Gamble.

There wasawin at Snettertonanda
further three podiumsin that time tokeep

CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS
BRDC British F3 Championship

TEAM PTS

POS | DRIVER

1 | LinusLundqvist Double R | 531

2 | NicolaiKjaergaard | Carlin 446

3 | KushMaini Lanan 366

4 | Krish Mahadik DoubleR 1358

5 | TomGamble Fortec 346

6 | BillyMonger Carlin 301
=

Race two featured full reverse grids,

as well as points per position gained ¥

lpoks hack on how the Swede nearly thre

the pressure on Lundqvist, but then came
hismid-season slump.

“I'mnotsureifit wasthe carthat wasn’t
100 per cent or menot usingthe car 100 per
cent,” saysthe Dane, “but we definitely
didn’thaveagood a package with me and
thecarthat wehad at thestartand atthe
end oftheseason.”

Kjaergaard’sissue was understeer
which caused him trouble through the
middle, and moreimportantly, on the
exitofacorner. The high-speed turns at
Silverstone and Spafollowed by long
straights exasperated the problem and
onthereturnfrom Belgium hetrailed
Lundgvist by 120 points with three rounds

togohavingnotscored apodiuminsixraces.

“AtSpalwasquitedown butthen
obviously we came away and then we
revised the strategy again. We werelike
‘OK,now weneed to consolidate second [in
the championship]and go for wins and then

s 9

we’llsee whathappens’,” recallsKjaergaard.

There wasareturntoform at Brands
Hatch with a win and another podium as
Lundgqvistfailed to stand on the top step
ofthe podium ataroundfor thefirst time.
Then came Donington.

Onthecuspofthetitle, Lundgvist
endured atorrid weekend. An engine
problem in qualifying puthimback on
the grid for race one before he salvaged
eighth, butinthefull reverse-gridrace
twohe was caughtupinafirst-corner
accident and found himselfin the gravel.
He was again forced to start down the field
forracethreebut could only finish 11th.

Kjaergaard,in comparison, had an almost
perfect weekend, recording hisfourth and
fifth wins of the season and closed the
championship gap tojust50 points heading
tothefinal round at Silverstone.

“Iread Adrian Newey’s autobiography
Howto Build a Car andIthink it said ‘the

-

only thing youlearn whilst you're
winningishow tosmile’ andit’strue,”
recalls Lundqvist.

“It’s only when you have tough weekends
likeat Donington where you actuallylearn
from your mistakesandlearnabitabout
yourselfas well, how you cope with that.

“T'll definitely say thatI've come out
stronger because of Donington.”

Comeback stronger hedid as Lundqvist
took adominantlights-to-flag victory
inraceone while Kjaergaard, who was
nursingafractured left-hand from a testing
crash, slid offtheroad on the openinglap.

Unbeknown to him, Lundqvist crossed
thefinish line aschampion.

Including Lundqvist and Kjaergaard
there were 10 different winners across
the season, helped by the addition ofa
full reverse-grid second race for 2018
with points awarded per position gained.

Lanan Racing’s Kush Maini appeared
tobethedriver mostlikely tobreak the
Scandinavians’ hold on the standings,
collecting seven podiumsin the first four
roundsincludingarace-twowin at
Rockingham, but his pace dropped away.

Inhissingle-seaterrookie campaign
Gamble surprised many with his outright
pace, securing seven fastestlapsacrossthe
season and three poles, as well as two wins.

Butarguably the biggest story of the
British F3season was thereturn of Billy
Mongertoracinglessthan 12 months after
hislife-changingaccident at Donington.

Hisdebutat Oulton was afairytaleashe
claimed apodium inrace one and would
record afurther three podiums acrossthe
season. On hisfirst competitivereturnto
Donington he secured two pole positions
andit’sasign ofhow competitive the
19-year-old has been that he was bitterly
disappointed tomiss out on both of the
winsduetohisown mistakes. il

waway the British F3 crown

-
=

1 Linus Lundqvist
Team:Double R

Championship position: 1st

Wins: 7

Class of the field, taking most wins and
podiums as well as leading more laps than
any other driver. Highlights included three
rostrums at Rockingham as well as a double
victory at Spa. Bounced back superbly
from a disastrous Donington Park weekend
to seal the title in race one at Silverstone.

2 Tom Gamble

Team: Fortec Motorsports

Championship position: 5th

Wins: 2

Arguably the surprise of the seasonin his single-
seater rookie campaign. The 2017 Ginetta Junior
champion claimed the most fastest laps across
the yearand three poles, including animpressive
double at Spa. A lack of experience showed at
times with silly mistakes but took impressive
wins at Rockingham and Silverstone.

3 Nicolai Kjaergaard
Team: Carlin

Championship position: 2nd

Wins: 5

The only manto challenge Lundqvist throughout
the season. Led the standings after the opening
round at Oulton Park and was dominant at
Brands Hatch and Donington Park. Lacklustre
performances at Silverstone and Spa cost

him dearly, as did four DNFs across the year.

4 Jamie Caroline

Team: Carlin

Championship position: 13th

Wins: 2

Only competed in three rounds but took two
wins, on his British F3 debut at Spa and again
at Brands Hatch, as well as a further two
podiums. The 2017 British F4 champion

would more than likely have been atitle
contender if he competed for the whole season.

5 Billy Monger

Team: Carlin

Championship position: 6th

Wins: 0

Remarkable return to racing less than ayear
afterhis life-changing accident and took fairytale
podium on debut at Oulton Park. Improved
throughout the season taking a further three
rostrums. Claimed two poles on his return to
Donington Park and should have won but for
his own mistakes.

Photos: Jakob Ebre
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ROAD RALLY ROUND-UP

Guy Woodcock took his third win in three
years on the Devils Own Rally. In addition,
Ali Procter, who had finished second last
year, became his third different winning
co-driverinarow. The Ford Escort pair, who
putin the best performance over the event's
eight regularity sections, had led allday and
despite drowning their car outin aford, they
finished almost a minute and halfin front

of runners up Geoff Hall/Paul Bosdet.

lan Crammond/Matthew Vokes were
looking for a steady run to secure the
HRCRtitle. However, they lost time after
their Mercedes groundto a haltinaford on
the second section. They got going again
andfinishedin 15th place, which was
sufficient to give Crammond and Vokes the
championship crowns.

Matt Warren/Andy Pullan were delayed
by Crammond'’s stranded Mercedes, but
recovered to challenge for the lead until the
propshaft failed on one of the night sections.

The Porsche 911 of Howard Warren/lain
Tullie groundto a halt 100 yards into the first
testand wouldn'trestart. Then, after they
had waited for all 65 cars to finish the test,
the car started and ran faultlessly for the rest
of the day. They had to cut route to stay on
schedule andfinishedin 19th place.

Ian Mills

Results

1 Guy Woodcock/Ali Procter (Ford Escort) 10m&6s; 2 Geoff Hall/
Paul Bosdet (Mini Cooper S) +1m24s; 3 John Haygarth/Bob
Hargreaves (Opel Kadett Rallye); 4 Thomas Bricknell/ Roger
Bricknell (VW Golf GTi); 5 Steve Head/ Graham Raeburn
(Escort); 6 Simon Mellings/ Cath Woodman (Nissan Stanza);

T Nick Bloxham/Richard Crozier (Escort); 8 Paul Wignall/ Mark
Appleton (Alfa Romeo Giuletta); 9 Richard Isherwood/ lan
Canavan (Stanza); 10 Andrew Buzzard/Robb Lyne (Escort).
Class winners: Owen Turner/Alan Pettite (Austin Mini); Philip
Wood/lain Miller (Volvo P1800).

Winners: Woodcock/Procter

-

PORTING SCENE

Fiesta driver _
dominated

Tyrone Stages

ByJason Craig

Organiser: Cookstown MC When: October 20 Where: Benone,
County Londonderry Championships: Northern Ireland Rally
Championship Stages: 14 Starters: 58

Connor McCloskey overcame
early brake trouble to win
Saturday’s Tyrone Stages Rally.

It was McCloskey’sfirst victory on
aclosed-road asphalt event since the
2011 Tipperary Stonethrowers Rally.

He punched innine quickest times
inhis Ford Fiesta R5+ toend the
droughtby 11s.

“Itwasalast-minute decisionto go
totheevent,” said McCloskey. “This
wasmy first time in the car on a proper
Tarmacrally. Weran the suspension on
aEuropean set-up, and it worked well.”

A half-spin and some brushes with
bale chicanes during the course of
therally - which consisted of short,
sharptechnical stages near Magilligan
Point-were the only real blots on
his copybook.

New Northern Ireland Rally

NATIONAL HOT RODS

National Hot Rods: Ipswich

By Graham Brown

Organiser: Spedeworth When: October 20 Where: Foxhall Heath
Starters: 24.

Not for the first time, Chris Haird
proved to be the class of the field at
Foxhall. He was never out of the top
three all night and went away with
adominant heat and final double
into the bargain. But perhaps the
biggest news of the nightwas the
appearance of no less than five
new or returning drivers in the pits,
including the stunning Vauxhall
Tigra of Perry Cooke.

Despite thefield being greeted by
abeautifully prepared raceway for
theirfirstrace, the opening heat was
something of a scrappy affair peppered
withincidents and yellow flags. Shaun
Taylor took immediate charge from the
green flagbut was under pressure for
many laps from Ivan Grayson until they
were halted by the first bout of yellows,
caused by Billy Wood becoming stranded
onthekerbbetween Turns3and 4.

Theresumption onlylasted a couple
oflaps before Colin Hitch and Grayson
tangled, sparking offamulti-car shunt at
Turn 1. These caution periods naturally
closed thefield right up which was all the
help Haird needed to bringhimrightinto
the mix, particularly ashe’d already
worked his way through into the top six
priortothehiatus. And with several of

those who’d been ahead of him getting
wiped outinthe crash, herestarted
second and was swiftly down the
outside of Taylor and away to the win.
Peter Elliott made a great start to heat
twoand, clearly buoyed by a better-than-
usual result from thefirstrace, gothis
head well down and was soon working on
adecent enoughlead. Thefast pace took
its toll with Jason Kew and Gavin Murray
both comingto griefup against the wall.
It was Paul Gomm who eventually
began to eatinto Elliott’slead butit was
slow progress and he ultimately fell
victimtoa charging Aaron Dew. The
Ginettaman (in the newer of his two
cars)wasrevellingin the outsidelineand
rapidly slashed theleader’sadvantage
too, goingahead alongthe back straight
tocollecta well taken victory, with Elliott
still good value for second.
Afinalfrontrow that pitted Haird, from
pole, against Dewlooked like it might
produce aninterestingfirstlap atleast,
which it certainly did. Haird took off
likearocket but with Dew matching
him yardfor yard and actually drawing
ahead alongthe back stretch. It was still
thefamiliar black Tigra Bthathad the
lead asthey crossed the stripe at the end
ofthelap though and the triple world
champion wasn’t goingtobe headed
oreven challenged again,notevena
caution period breaking his stride.
Behind him though it wasavery
different story.

champion Derek McGarrity was
McCloskey’s main pursuer early on
butrear differential issues with his
ex-Keith Cronin Citroen DS 3R5 left
him with no handbrake. Unable to
negotiate hairpins and junctions with
the assistance the handbrake brings, it
cost him precious time and R5 debutant
William Creighton took full advantage
to clinch second place with co-driver
Liam Regan.

Creighton -whorefused to look
attimesheets all day —was given the
opportunity todrive his Citroen DS 3
R5 after reachinga deal with its owner—
David Greer Motorsport—and Race
and Rally.

Husband and wife duo James and
Heather Kennedy were the eventual
winnersin atight two-wheel-drive
battle, but only after some late
drama. The pair were handed a stage
maximum for missing a chicane on
the penultimate test, dropping them
outside thetop 10 and handing the
spoils to John Devlin.

They decided to challenge the decision

Photo: W|II|am Neill, pro- raII .CO. uk

—and successfully overturned it.

Like Creighton, fellow Junior British
Rally Championshipregular Josh
McErlean was as impressive on his
four-wheel-drive debut. Afterinitially
struggling with the set-up of his
borrowed SubaruImpreza, he soon
found his groove and romped to
a24-second victoryinthe
Production Class.

Philip White (Nissan Micra) was
thetopjunior and Drew Wylie the
leadinghistoric (Ford Escort).

Results

1 Connor McCloskey/Noel 0’Sullivan (Ford Fiesta R5+) 46m38s;
2 William Creighton/Liam Regan (Citroen DS 3 R5) +11s;

3 Derek McGarrity/ Paddy Robinson (Citroen DS 3 R5); 4 James
Kennedy/ Heather Kennedy (Ford Escort Mk2); 5 John Devlin/
John McCarthy (Escort Mk2); 6 Josh McErlean/Aaron Johnston
(Subaru Impreza N12); 7 Barry Morris/ Declan Campbell (Ford
Escort Mk2); 8 Gareth Sayers/ Gareth Gilchrist (Subaru Impreza
89 WRC); 9 James Laverty/ Paul Hughes (Impreza N12B);

10 Alastair Cochrane/Paddy McCrudden (Escort Mk2).

Class winners: Gareth Deazley/ Dean 0’Sullivan (Honda Civic);
McErlean/Johnston; Philip White/Sam McMullan (Nissan Micra);
Dermot 0’Hagan/ Pierce Doheny Jr (Civic); Andrew Bustard/
Stephen Griffith (Escort Mk2); J Kennedy/H Kennedy; Barry
Morris/ Declan Campbell (Escort Mk2); McCloskey/ 0’Sullivan;
McClosky/ 0'Sullivan; Drew Wylie/ Stephen McAuley (Escort).

Payne takes second

1| asphalt win of the year
Fairfield Merlin Stages

By Simon Gronow

Organiser: Carmarthen MC When: October 21 Where: Welsh
Motorsport Centre, Pembrey Stages: 5 Starters: 70

Onanunusually dry day at Pembrey,
forestryregular Charlie Payne scored
hissecond Tarmacrally win of the year
ashetook victory on the Fairfield Merlin
Stages Rally in his Ford Fiesta WRC.

Partnered by Carl Williamson, the pair
were fastest on every stage to win
comfortably. Unfortunately, hisson, Elliot
wasn’tsofortunate, rolling his Citroen C1
whilstleading the Junior 1000 section.

Behind Payne, Oliver Hopkinshad a
successful debut outingin a Mitsubishi
Mirage, as he and brother Philip were
pleased with their pace, finishingin the
runners-up spot. Last year’s winner
Thomas Cooper regretted not buying
some new tyres for his Mitsubishi
Lancer E9, as he and Ian Davisrounded
offthe podium positions.

They were followed home by Tom
Barber/Dorian Jones who had a
“brilliant” run, finishing fourth
overall and leading the two-wheel-drive
runners homein their BMW Compact,
whilefifth placed Richard Merriman/
Kath Curzon did their hopes of a third
Welsh Championshipnoharm as
they took another class win in their
Darrian T90.

Following Elliot Payne’sretirement,
Riley Banks/Mike Jode had a good run
intheir Peugeot 107 to take their first
Junior 1000 Rally win.

Results

1 Charlie Payne/Carl Williamson (Ford Fiesta RS WRC) 48m39s;
2 Oliver Hopkins/ Philip Hopkins (Mitsubishi Mirage) +1m3ds;

3 Thomas Cooper/lan Davis (Mitsubishi Lancer E9); 4 Tom Barber/
Dorian Jones (BMW Compact); 5 Richard Merriman/Kath Curzon
(Darrian T90); 6 Neil Williams/Llyr Jones (Ford Escort RS1800);
7 Malcolm Jones/Rhys Jones (Peugeot 207); 8 Roger Thomas/
Dale Bowen (Fiesta Rb); 9 Craig Fleming/Sacha Kakad (Subaru
Impreza N11); 10 lan Sutton/Karen Phelps (T90).

Class winners: William Mains/Aled Edwards (Vauxhall Nova);
Jones/Jones; Cory Williams/Sion Jones (Peugeot 205 GTi);
Merriman/ Curzon; Barber/Jones; Payne/Williamson; Jonathan
Davies/Wayne Jones (Peugeot 206); Riley Banks/ Mike Jode
(Peugeot 107) .

HAIRD CLIMBS HIS WA f’ TOTHE
TOP. anum CK__

Haird fended off
Dew early on

Dew’sheat two pace suggested he
might easily be ‘best of therest’ but that
was clearly not the case, as hefirst came
under the cosh from Kym Weaver
and then Rob McDonald after the Scot
slipped past Weaver coming off Turn 2.
Their dice had allowed Dew a bit
of breathing space but his car was
obviouslynot quite whatithad been
earlier and McDonald was soon able
tochase him down and move up to
second at mid-distance.

Dewlost placeshand overfist after
thatas Weaver and then Wood also

relegated him, Wood moving up tothe
final podium place at Weaver’s expense
fivelapsfrom home.

Results

Heat 1: 1 Chris Haird (Vauxhall Tigra); 2 Kym Weaver (Vauxhall
Tigra); 3 Rob McDonald (Vauxhall Tigra); 4 Jason Kew (Ginetta
G40R); 5 Gavin Murray (Vauxhall Tigra); 6 Aaron Dew (Ginetta
GA40RY); 7 Colin Smith (BMW Z4); 8 Shaun Taylor (Vauxhall Tigra).
Heat two: 1 Dew; 2 Peter Elliott (Peugeot 206cc); 3 Haird; 4 Paul
Gomm (Vauxhall Tigra); 5 Billy Wood (Vauxhall Tigra); 6 Weaver; 7
Chris Crane (Vauxhall Tigra); 8 Carl Waller-Barrett (Vauxhall Tigra).
Final: 1 Haird; 2 McDonald; 3 Wood; 4 Weaver; 5 Dew; 6 Waller-
Barrett; 7 Smith; 8 Crane; 9 Lee Pepper (Peugeot 206cc); 10 Dick
Hillard (Vauxhall Tigra). Standings (after 6/14 rounds): 1 Haird
241; 2 McDonald 234; 3 Kew 222; 4 Murray 202; 4 Weaver 202; 6
Wood 200.

WP
Haird now tops the points




Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

motorsport-news.co.uk OCTOBER 24 2018 29

IRISH RALLYCROSS

Victory for Tohill seals
a hat-trick of titles

Irish Rallycross

Photos: flaworldrallycross com, Trevor Coulson Colln Casserley, Paul Phelan

By Paul Phelan

Organiser: Mondello Park Sports Club When: October 21 Where: Mondello

Park, County Kildare Starters: 45.

Derek Tohill’s fifth double of the year, with "-

victoriesin both the Supercar Final and
the Super Final, clinched the Dubliner’s
hat-trick of Irish Rallycross titles with
oneroundremaining.

Transmission problems onhis ERX Ford
Fiestainthepreviousround at Tynagh had
ended hisunbeatenrecord this year, butitw
back tobusinessasusual at Mondello. That
was despite the new challenge from former
title holder Tommy Graham, whomadea
returninarecently acquired Fiesta to
finish asrunner-upinbothraces.

Peter McGarry’shopes of closing off the
Modified title were put on hold until next
month’sfinal round when his Vauxhall
VX220’s throttle stuck open, forcinghim to

retire from his semi-final and leaving victory

inthefinal tothe similar car of John Ward.
Regular Production Final winner Ciaran

Murphy could only manage fourth this time,

with Graeme Colfer makinga successful
returntotakeaclear win.

Followingher historic outright winin
Tynagh, Trish Denning took her Mitsubishi
Lancer E9to another comfortable Rally Car
Final win, 10 seconds ahead of the Peugeot
205 of Jack Deegan. David Maher again

turned the tables on Denis McCrudden among
the Fiesta Zetecs, with Jamie Ferris splitting

therivalsthistime. Conor Kehoe beat Jack
Byrnetoscoreafirst Junior win, with Russe
Woodstopinthe Buggy Final.

Results
Super Final: 1 Derek Tohill (Ford Fiesta; 2 Tommy Graham (Ford Fiesta)

+10.52s; 3 Michael Coyne (Vauxhall Nova). Supercar Final: 1 Derek Tohill
(Ford Fiesta); 2 Tommy Graham (Ford Fiesta) +11.60s; 3 Declan Kelly (Ford
Fiesta). Modified Final: 1 John Ward (Vauxhall VX 220); 2 Michael Coyne
(Vauxhall Nova) +5.33s; 3 Andrew Twomey (Citroen C2). Production Final:
1 Graeme Colfer (Peugeot 106); 2 Damian Farrell (Peugeot 106) +4.37s; 3

Dermot Gargan (Peugeot 106). Rally Cars Final: 1 Patricia Denning

(Mitsubishi Lancer E9); 2 Jack Deegan (Peugeot 205) +10.38s; 3 Michael

Nolan (Peugeot 106). Ford Fiesta Zetec Final: 1 David Maher; 2 Jamie

Ferris +3.84s; 3 Denis McCrudden. Junior Final: 1 Conor Kehoe (Fiesta); 2
Jack Byne (Fiesta) +1.11s; 3 Michael Ryan (Fiesta). Buggy Final: 1 Russell
Woods (Semog); 2 Paul Lennon (Semog) +2.97s; 3 Owen Skelly (Semog).

Sfrom'top level B 1..-—-f-
af rallycrnss i

as ¥ W ' JA ’ - Peugeot will
quit the WRX

Thenews cameless than twomonths
after Audi withdrew its supportfor
Mattias Ekstrom’s EKS Audi Sport
team in theseries, instead deciding to
focuson Formula E and DTM. Peugeot
and Volkswagen had committed to
‘EWRX’ for 2020, but Audi’s exit forced
the 12-month delay to give other
manufacturersmore time tosign up.

Peugeot’sdecisionleaves Timmy
and Kevin Hansen without seats for
2019, and also casts uncertainty over
nine-time World Rally champion
Sebastien Loeb’s future programme.

range of electrified sports vehicles
from 2020, Peugeot’s CEO Jean-
Philippe Imparatodecided to
terminate the project.

“This announcementis
notlinked with ourresultsin
the competition or ourdrivers,”
said Imparato. “The decision to stop
WRX appearsas very brutal, but my
missionasa CEQistomakedecisions
attheright momenttoensurethe
sustainability of the company and
the employees and the actual context
pushed ustoreactquickly. Last

October 3, duringthe Paris Motor
Show, the European institutions
decided totighten up theregulation
in Europe with a 40 per cent reduction
in CO2emissionsin 2030, on the basis
ofthe 95g already fixed for 2020. We
haveno other choicetobe compliant
with the new thresholdsifwedon’t
want todisappear by inertia.
“Theuncertainty ofafuture EWRX
championshipisnot compatible
with the calendar of our electrified
offensive, whichis startingnow! That’s
why we are withdrawing from WRX.”

By HalRidge

Peugeot will end its World
Rallycross Championship
programme after the seasonfinale
in South Africa next month.
Havingincreasedits presence in the

seriesto afull works effort for 2018, the
French marque’s strategy had been

. tomarketitselectricroad carrange

i by competingin the plannedelectric
World RX switch in 2020. But, with the
transition toelectric carspostponed
102021 and Peugeotlaunchinganew

Lynch and Constantine go toe-to-toe for BTRDA title honours

Thefinalround ofthe
BTRDA Clubmans Rallycross
Championshiptakes placethis
weekend at Croft.

Super Modified driver Tony
Lynchmustscore victory to
stop unbeaten Juniorracer

11
competition on British soil
attheevent, Jobbracingan
ex-Andy Scott, Roger Thomas
Ford Focus while Graham will
drivethe Ford Fiesta originally
builtfor Dermot Carnegie and
subsequently raced by David

drivinghis daughter Paige’s
Lotus Exigeasa precursor to
thefinalround of British RX at
Silverstone the following week,
while British RX pointsleader
Ollie O’'Donovan will alsouse the
Crofteventtoprepareforthefinal

Luke Constantine taking the round of the domestic calendar Binksand Dave Bellerby.
overall BTRDA rallycross inhis Ford Fiesta Supercar. Polish driver Slawomir
crowninhismaidenseason. Fellow Irish drivers Derrick Woloch willdebut anew, yet
— Dave Bellerby will return to Jobband Tommy Graham will toberevealed BMW inthe
Constantine heads the points going to Croft C1rcu1t the Super Modified category alsoreturnto Supercar Super Modified category.

AUTOTEST ____________________________ |IBRISCAF1

Northern Ireland team conquers the home nations challenge

Ken Wharton IMlemorial

By Paul Phelan

Organiser: Hagley & District Light Car Club When: October
20 Where: Chateau Impney, Droitwich Starters: 28.

Forthefirsttimein almosthalf
acentury, the Ken Wharton
Memorial Autotestreturnedto
itsoriginal home, the Chateau
Impney at Droitwich. Justasin
1969, when this venue waslast
used, the winningteam
represented Northern Ireland.

Theyimproved their amazing
recordto37victoriesinthe 62
yearsofthe event, including the
lastseveninarow. The Ulstermen
took thelead on the opening test
witha7.4smargin over Ireland
and although thisadvantage was
reduced toamere0.1sat one point
thankstoanuncharacteristic
number of penalties, they were
neverheaded allday.

After thesecond test, theleading

quartethad already amassed
five penalties between them, but
still held top place, such was their
superiority overtheirrivals.
Ireland’s David Thompson and
Ian White headed theindividual
section after tworunsthroughthe
firsttestlayout, ahead of Robin
Lyonsand BTRDA champion
Malcolm Livingston, who was
one ofthemany to collect a pylon.
Twotestslater, thelead had
increasedto8.7s,as Northern
Ireland reduced their penalty
strikerate, withrunners-up Ireland
aclear26sinfront of England.
White was bestindividual, from
thehome team’s Richard Pinkney
and NI sportscar driver Ashley
Lamont, with Lyons and Thompson
leadingtheirrespective classes.
Thefinal testlayout was tackled
three times, but madelittle
difference to the now established
peckingorder. At thefinish, NI had

won yetagain, by 33s, with England
another 50s down.

NI’'sPaul Mooney drove his
Vauxhall Nova-engined Mini
Specialtovictoryinthereserves’
competition ahead of Guy Foster
and Alastair Moffatt.

Results

1 Northern Ireland (Steven Ferguson, Robin Lyons, Ashley
Lamont, Mark King) 1997.4s; 2 Republic of Ireland (lan
White, Chris Grimes, Darren Quille, David Thompson)
+33.0s; 3 England (Malcolm Livingston, Dave Fox,
Richard Pinkney, Mark Thornton); 4 Scotland (Paul
Fobister, Charlie Lower, Willie Keaning, Warren Gillespie);
5 Wales (Dave Evans, Charlie Lower, lan Chapman,
Dafydd Roberts).

Individuals: 1 lan White (Mini Special) 487.3s; 2
Richard Pinkney (Caterham) +4.3s; 3 Steven Ferguson
(Mini-Nova Special); 4 Robin Lyons (Mini); 5 Malcolm
Livingston (Lindsay Special); 6 Ashley Lamont
(Westfield); 7 David Thompson (Nova); 8 Mark King
(Nova); 9 Dave Fox (Mini-Nova); 10 Chris Grimes (Mini);
11 Willie Keaning (Striker); 12 Darren Quille (Westfield).
Class winners: Lyons; Thompson; Pinkney; White.
Reserves: 1 Paul Mooney (Mini-Nova Special) 487.2s; 2
Guy Foster (Mini Special) +6.7s; 3 Alastair Moffatt (Mini
Special); 4 Peter Grimes (Mini-Nova Special); 5 Jamie
McMillan (Nova); 6 Chris Chapman (Striker). Class winners:
Charlie Lower (Mini); McMillan; Chapman; Mooney.

Wainman wins, while
Harris (right) crashed

WJ.I-. f

BriSCA F1: King’s Lynn

By Colin Casserley

Organiser: Trackstar When: October 20 Where:
King’s Lynn Starters: 54.

Frankie Wainman Jrforced
hisway back into contention
forthe National Series Shoot
Outtitle with aheat and final
double on Saturday night.

Wainman had trailed Stuart
Smith Junior by 42 points
goingintothe meetingbut
after hisfinal win and Smith’s
low-scoringround, the gap
closed tojustthreemarksat
the conclusion of racing.

Jake Harrhy grabbed thelead
of thefinal from the drop of
the greenflagand opened up
asizableadvantage. Further
back, Smith and Tom Harris
started toslice their way
through thefield and beganto
closeontheraceleaderbuta

fierce battleraged between
the duo whichresultedin
them puntingeach other
into the wall.

This allowed Wainman to
sneak intosecond and chase
after theraceleader. Wainman
eased by Harrhy with just
underfivelapstogo. Harrhy,
whoisinhisfirst season of
racing, held onto second
until there were two laps to go,
when he wasforced wide. He
eventually took ninth place.

“Some people have written
me off butI will keep fighting
untiltheend,” said Wainman
Jr. “The car came good asthe
track dried outandI was able
to catch Harrhy, buthedrove a
greatrace and he was difficult
tooverhaul.Isaw Smith and
Harristake each other outand
Iwasableto pullaway from
them. Both the shaleand

Tarmac cars are going good, but
there arestill four rounds to go
andalotofracingtobedone.”
Startingfrom a one-lap
handicapin the Grand
National, Wainman was able
totake advantage ofthe
continuation of the Smith/
Harrisfeud, which left their
carslocked together before
hittingtheinfield marker tyres.
Thatenabled Wainman to pass
them both and record afifth
placefinish. Therace was won
by Richard Woods, wholed
from starttofinish. Harrhy
rounded out a good night for
the Solihull-based driver with
athird place. The National
Series continues this weekend

at Birmingham Wheels.
Result

1 Frankie Wainman Jr; 2 Danny Wainman; 3 Mat
Newson; 4 Lee Fairhurst; 5 Frankie Wainman Junior
Jr; 6 Paul Hines; 7 Mark Gilbank; 8 Tom Harris; 9
Jake Harrhy; 10 James Morris.
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MN SAYS...

Meeke handed a lifeline with Toyota

As the Northern Irishman’s deal is confirmed, he has to make it work for him

Our World Rally Championship reporter David Evans got one of the scoops of the year two weeks ago when Motorsport News was able to
print that Kris Meeke was going to be joining Toyota for the 2019 season.

The confirmation materialised last week that the deal had indeed been inked. Meeke was off testing with the factory team in Finland almost straight away, and
there is ahope that he will use the car in a competition before the end of the season. There is a genuine feeling of optimism surrounding this deal, and both
Meeke and team boss Tommi Makinen are making the right noises.

Make no mistake though, Makinen is not a man to be messed with and he is direct with his drivers should they mess up — after all, he has climbed to the top of
the tree himself and knows all the excuses. This could be a highly positive thing for Meeke, or it could make life very tough for him indeed. But then again, he has
had very few places to hide during the course of his career...
Matt James, Editor (Twitter: @MattJMNews)

: --""":fr‘-“" Justin Ward’s captured Matt
Rozier flying at Snetterton

- R - - -__.'.._ g _._'___'__ __ e
The weather tried its worst at Snetterton recently, but that didn’t stop Sam Nudd David Harbey en]oyed historic action at a soakmg Don1ngton Park recently
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TV GUIDE

Tuneinforhighlights of thefinal
round of the BRDC British
Formula 3 Championship
from Silverstone (Thursday,
0830-0930hrs, BT Sport2). Double
Rdriver Linus Lundqgvist was
stillin a strong position to take
the title despite a disastrous
round at Donington Park but

Carlin’s Nicolai Kjaergaard
could still stop him.

And travel back in time with
F1 Classic Races tothe 2008
Monaco Grand Prix (Thursday,
2030-2300hrs, Sky Sports F1).
Inatrocious conditions, Lewis
Hamilton putinasuperbdrive
totakehisfirst winin Monaco.

4

Hamilton took his first win in Monaco 2008 in wet conditions

LIVE F1

Mexican Grand Prix
Sky SportsF1 HD
coverage

M Drivers’ press conference:
Thursday, 1700-1730hrs

B FP1:Thursday, 1545-1750hrs
B FP2: Thursday, 1945-2150hrs
M FP3: Saturday, 1545-1715hrs

: mQualifying: Saturday,

1800-2045hrs
M Race: Sunday, 1730-2210hrs

Channel4 HD

- highlights

M Qualifying: Saturday, 2200-2330hrs

: MRace: Sunday, 2300-0115hrs

: Rally Spain,

: BT Sport

: Thursday

: HSS1: 1100-1200hrs, BT Sport 2
: Friday

: HEndofdayreview:

1 2200-2230khrs,

: BT Sport 1

: Saturday

: MSS10:0900-1000hrs,
: BT Sport 1

: MSS13:1400-1500hrs,
: BT SportESPN

: HEnd of day review:

: 2245-2300hrs, BT Sport 1
: Sunday

: WSS16:0730-0830hrs,
: BT Sport 1

: WSS19:1100-1230hrs,
: BT Sport 1

: MEnd ofday 3review:

: 2230-2300hrs, BT Sport 1

: Red Bull TV

: MEnd of day 1 review: Friday,

1 2100-2130hrs

: M SS13 Saturday, 1345hrs

: HEnd of day 2 review: Saturday,
: 2100-2130hrs

: HEnd of day 3 review: Sunday,

1 2100-2130hrs

: Channel 5
H Highlights: Wednesday,
: 1900-2000hrs

Porsche Supercup:
Mexico City

B Race 1: Saturday, 2120-2220hrs,
Sky Sports F1/2045-2145hrs, Eurosport 2
M Race 2: Sunday, 1555-1700hrs, Sky
Sports F1/1600-1700hrs, Eurosport 2

NEXT WEEK

" MEXICAN. GP

WTCR: Suzuka
B Race 1: Saturday,
0600-0705hrs, Eurosport 1

: MRace 2:Sunday,
: 0245-0400hrs, Eurosport 1

: MRace 3: Sunday,

: 0400-0515hrs, Eurosport 1

: NASCAR:

: Martinsville

: M Race: Sunday, 1800-2230hrs,
: Premier Sports

-
-
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: SATURDAY

: mSilverstone, Northants
: Birkett Six-Hour Relay Starts
: racing from 1130hrs (qualifying

: from 0900hrs) Admission

: £15Websilverstone.co.uk
Contact 08704 588260

: SATURDAY/SUNDAY
: mBrands Hatch, Kent

: BARC meeting: Tin Tops,

: Monoposto, Max 5, Intermarque,

: Modified Saloons, Pre '66 Touring

: Cars, Pre’83 Group 1 Touring Cars,
: Pre’93Touring Cars, Pre'03 Touring
: Cars, Pre’05 Touring Cars, Blue

: Oval Saloons, Classic and Historic

: Thunder Saloons Starts Saturday,

: racing from 1200hrs (qualifying
from 0900hrs) Sunday, racing from

: 1100hrs (qualifying from 1000hrs)

: Admissionadult £16,under 13

. free Web msv.com Contact 0843

: 4539000

: RALLY

: SUNDAY

: HOtterburnTraining

: Area, Northumberland
: TheFord Parts Cheviot

: StagesRally

s
.

: BirkettRelayis taking place at Silverstone this weekend

: RACING \ Starts0830hrs

: AdmissionTBC
: Web cheviotstages.org.uk

i
®

: EBantry, County Cork
: Westlodge Hotel Fastnet Stages

. Starts 0900hrs

: Admissionfree

: Web skibbdcc.com

: SPORTING SCENE

SATURDAY
EBirmingham, West

: Midlands
! BriSCAF1

: Starts 1800hrs

Admission TBC

Web brisca.com

m Croft, N Yorks

BTRDA Clubmans Rallycross

. Starts 0930hrs
: Admissionadult£11,under 15free
: Web btrda.com

: SUNDAY

: ENorthampton, Northants
: BriSCAF1

: Starts 1300hrs

: AdmissionTBC

: Web brisca.com

Details correct at time of press, but
: please check before travelling
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Classified advertising: 0203 405 8109

Book your advert before 12pm Monday and see it in print first thing Wednesday

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

EWS

Classified =t

Wm

D )

[aera € m"'
Tt middiv

Motorsport News Classified
offers a fantastic opportunity to
advertise to a uniquely motorsport
based audience. Advertising with
us puts your advert right in front
of a very hands on and involved
motorsport market.

Telephone: 0203 4058 109 Email: mnads@motorsport.com

Brand New Private Seller Rates
Lineage:

25 words = £25 (£30 inc vat)

25 words + Picture = £35 (£42inc vat)
Extra 10 words = £5 (£6 inc vat)

Full Colour 4x1 Box Advert

£50 (£60 inc vat)

£10 per extra column cm (£12 inc vat)
Private seller Offer

25% off when you book for 4 weeks

If you wish to advertise in the
Motorsport News Classified please
call 0203 4058 110 ox

email mnads@motorsport.com
Deadline: Mondays at 12noon
(subject to change on Bank Holiday
weeks)

Payment: Cheques and postal
orders should be made payable to
Autosport Media UK Ltd

Address for advertising

Motorsport News Advertising
1 Eton Street,
Richmond,

TW9 1AG

If you are a trade advertiser this must be
indicated in your advertisement. Advertisers
are also reminded that they are responsible for
complying with legal requirements currently in
force.

Six weeks notice prior to issue date required
for cancellation of any advertisement. All Verbal
confirmation taken on the phone is binding.

Important

The publishers reserve the right to refuse
advertisements and do not accept liability for
clerical or printers errors.

Terms for approved accounts strictly net within
30 days. The advertisers name and address
must accompany all advertisements, whether for
publication or not.

Any advertisement received too late for publication
and any advertisement received too late for
inclusion in the current issue will automatically be
inserted in the next available issue.

Cancellation and refunds not guaranteed.
Terms of acceptance of advertising are available
on request.

SPARES AND ACCESSORIES

MOTORSPORT
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www.kaylan.co.uk

The winning

formula in high
performance plastlc...

whing endures the gunishment recenverd by the undemi
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and jurd bt ae
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Hawk and Carbotech
motorsport compounds

= rh@f.ﬂrh'"

www.cambridgemotorsport.com
sales@cambridgemotorsport.com

Full range of engine components for:
LOTUS FORD TWIN-CAM
LOTUS 900-SERIES
VAUXHALL XE
VAUXHALL ECOTEC
ROVER K-SERIES

Call or buy online!
QEDMOTORSPORT.CO.UK

01509 4 3

Roce ExPhaust=
The Stainless Steel Rally Exhaust Specialists ...

Follow Us
twitter.com/SimpsenExhausts

Like Us

facebook.com/SimpsonRaceExhausts

&

01753532222 |/ Simpson Exhausts

« Repairs to aluminium and magnesium
wheels and castings.

+ Wheels chemically stripped, fine
bead blasted and powder coated.

+Wheels inserted and PCD and
offset altered.

( Chevette )

» Manufacturers of cars and components
to build Works spec Chevette HS/HSR.

+ HSR body kits, springs, shocks, roll
cages and all parts required and all
parts required to build cars to works
spec.

+ 40 years of experience to share.

IAN JEMISON
ENGINEERING

HOME FARM, 81 MAIN STREET,
BISHOPTHORPE, YORK, YO23 2RA

01904 703 863,

ra \
(Alloywheelrepairs.com |

DAV1ID
AUDEN

INSURANCE BREOXERS

POLICIES FOR

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

TO ADVERTISE
YOUR NEW
PRODUCTS AND

MITSUBISHI

Grp N, R4,
B13 / Open Class

Tel 01524 761398

Large amount of
parts held in stock
ready for immediate
despatch View our
online catalogue at

wayneSis@aoI.com
www.arnsidemotorsport.co.uk

We supply a
comprehensive range of
wiring products for repair,
modification or complete
rewire to your vehicle

Vehicle
Wiring
Products

v COMPETITION CARS SERVICES IN

OUR NEXT ISSUE
CALL

0203
405 8109

v" RALLY & RACE CARS
v SERVICE VEHICLES

Visit our website, phone or email for a free catalogue

www.vehicleproducts.co.uk
Tel: 0115 9305454 | email: sales@vehicleproducts.co.uk

PHONE: 0161 440 7590

i Vehicle Wiring Products Ltd,
quote form on rallycar-insurance.co.uk AilE Dl A EE

9 Buxton Court, Manners Ind Est, llkeston, Derbyshire, DE7 8EF.
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MARKETPLACE
/.;»,,, i

—

@ THE UK'S LARGEST SUPPLIER OF TANKS & TANK Accessomes..

sp KIE TANK SIEIWI E

FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 20 GALLON CURVE — Al “" 14 GALLON FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 10 GALLON
[H300mm x W300 x Laoomm [H610mm x WE10mm x L1525mm] 1 O % [H250mm x W300mm x L600mm]

i
F.l i"

i

- it S

CUSTOM
1 X OFF CENTER FILLER
NECK [BAFFLED]

INLET, 6MM OUTLET
1 X FAR SIDE FILLER NECK [BAFFLED]

il Y

1 )2  Fhe ! TF | LIE 16 b i B =0 =
e e -

FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 17 GALLON : m TANK STAINLESS I'I'Ill. 8-5 GALLON FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 18 GALLON

[H250mm x W300mm [H230mm x W750mm [H300mm x W300mm |
x LOOOmm)] x L1860mm] — ¥ LO00mm] = ﬂl

CMB-FT015
- CUSTOM 1 X CENTRAL CUSTOM

MOUNTED OFF-CENTRE INLET, 6mm OUTLET
“FILLER NECK +STRAPS [BAFFLED] COMPLETE WITH BUILT-IN LEVEL SENSOR [B#.FFLED]

1 X OFF CENTER FILLER
NECK [BAFFLED]

RIMSAVERS

ALLOY WHEEL RIM PROTECTORS
PERFORMANCE, STYLE & PROTECTION

Vaivuoline
E_BE"E N

AUTOSE P OoORT

Visit us on to see our lightweight
(RACELOGIC . performance rim styling and protection kits.
= e = VARLEY RED YOP™ Available in 12 different colours at a
=

W 0 sritain

CALL FOR MORE INFO ' 2R BRUNEL CLOSE | Email: info@mardigras.co.uk W W W. R I M S AV E R S . C O m

DRAYTON FIELDS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE | www.mardigras.co.uk _
01327 858 006 | DAVENTRY. NN11 8RB | www.performanceclutch.co.uk . =
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MARKETPLACE

108 COMPETITORS IN 3 X
RACES CAN'T BE WRONG!

HRDC 2018 SEASON FINALE
DONINGTON PARK 14** OCTOBER

HRDC ‘TOURING GREATS' FOR PRE-'60
TOURING CARS WITH ‘TC63' & ‘ACADEMY’

HRDC ‘ALLSTARS' FOR PRE-'66 SPORTS,
GT & TOURING CARS

HRDC ‘CLASSIC ALFA CHALLENGE' FOR ALFA
ROMEO SPORTS, GT & TOURING CARS

BEST TEAM
IN HISTORIC

RACING
FOR 2019!

COMPETITION ENQUIRIES: JULIUS THURGOOD 07850 361159 . direct@juliusthurgood.co.uk . www.hrdc.eu
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LOTUS ELEVEN FOR SALE

1957 SERIES 2 FWB

Large spares package

Currently renewing HTPs

.~ Road registered with original number
s il =

e y car for 15 years

' ' A\DS BBV

Those with serious interest please email
japdilman@gmail.com

autoﬁclssics

AutoClassics launches
digital UK storage locator
for classic and

orepium venicles

a e
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MARKETPLACE

THINK
Automoltive

Think Automotive are
specialists in oil
cooling systems and
all aspects of vehicle
plumbing. We are the
manufacturer and
distributor of Mocal®
products.

‘DAVIES,
CRAIG

INMOVATION - GUALITY - RAMGE

NEWTON

O LITPMENT

Aeroquiﬁzy

A laminoua

MATEZ, T

5
ARP

rriE Mirmenns v Facscan PLuwsive

We stock and distribute the finest automobile products,
such as oil coolers, hosing, hose fittings, filler caps,
water pumps, oil pumps, heaters, gauges and more.

Tel: 020 8568 1172
Web:www.thinkauto.com
Email: info@thinkauto.com
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MARKETPLACE

RECRUITMENT
DRIVEN BY
PASSION

Find your dream job

Here at Autosport we’'ve been helping people find great jobs in motorsport for over
60 years. Today we're launching a new global motorsport jobs site, where you can:

Find the latest jobs in motorsport

Apply for a job with just one click

Upload your CV and let recruiters find you

Set up job alerts - don’t miss out on your dream move

moltorsport

RegiSter at ' Motorsport Jobs

- A Motorsport
Network Company
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

Sy

www.brianjames.co.uk

Style and Substance

Introducing the new Race Transporter 6 by Brian James Trailers. An even more
stylish and capable enclosed trailer specifically suited to car transportation.

New features include a standard automatic tilt-operation, invaluable for all
professional motorsport or transport operations. An extra side access hatch
door provides the ability to easily reach in for securing the standard
equipment ‘over wheel strap system.

In addition, many new optional features are now available, all designed to
offer the latest technology and improved convenience to all operators.

Race Transporter trailers are available from £ 7,699 + vat

Race Transporters are available ex-stock at many UK dealers.
Please visit our website or call us for further details.

T +44 (0)1327 308 833

For more information and details on the Brian James Trailers range, please contact our head office

RACE 6
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PORTSMOUTH
BLENDWORTH TRAILER CENTRE
T: +44(0)2392 412731
E: sales@blendworthtrailers.co.uk
www.blendworthtrailers.co.uk

LONDON
VINTAGE & PRESTIGE FINE MOTORCARS
T: ++44 (0) 1442 236711
Mob: ++44 (0) 7967 260673
E: richard@vandp.net
www.vandp.net

WINCHESTER
TRAILERTEK LTD
Warren Farm
Micheldever Station
Winchester,
Hampshire
S021 3AS
T: 01962 774988
Fax 01962 795 093
E: info@trailers.co.uk
E: sales@trailertek.com
www.trailertek.com

NOTHINGHAM
GREGG MOTORSPORT
T: 07977975173
E: ian.gregg@gregg-motorsport.com
www.gregg-motorsport.com

LONDON-KENT
SOUTHEAST TRAILERS
498 London Road, Ditton, Kent
me206bz.

T: 07933842719

Dealers who hold stock

NORTH SCOTLAND
GLENBURGIE CARS
WOODFORD TRAILERS SCOTLAND
Easter Lawrenceton Steading
Forres IV36 2RL
T: +44 (0)1309 676787
E: sales@glenburgiecars.co.uk
www.woodfortrailersscotland.com

BOSTON
BLUE LINE TRAILERS
Main Road
Sutterton
Boston
Lincs
PE20 2BE
T: 01205 460346
E: accounts@blueline-trailers.co.uk

BRIDGEWATER
Bridgwater Trailer Centre
The Wireworks Estate, Bristol Road,
Bridgwater TA6 4AP
T: 01278 445000
www.bridgwatertrailers.co.uk

SOUTH LONDON
SOUTH LONDON TRAILER CENTRE
Hackbridge Station Depot
London Road, Wallington, Surrey
SM6 7BJ
T: 0208 647 0110
Mob: 07836 224250
E: steve@siltc.co.uk
ellisviner@btinternet.com

SLOUGH
BERKSHIRE COUNTY TRAILERS
Mobile: 07853263484
T: 01628 559782
E: sales@berkshirecountytrailers.co.uk
www.berkshirecountytrailers.co.uk

ESSEX
1 STOP TRAILERS
T: +44 (0)1787 249737
T: +44 (0)7850 554776
E: 1stoptrailers@mail.com
www. 1stoptrailers.co.uk

BRIGHTON
HALF MOON BAY (LEISURE) LTD
Smart-Trailers.co.uk
Monastery Lane
Storrington
West Sussex
RH20 4LR
T: 07950 968348
E: Alan@Smart-Tow.com
www.smart-tow.com

LEICESTER
MARSDEN BARN TRAILERS
Unit 1 Marsden Barn,
Huncote Road
Stoney Stanton,
Leicester
LE9 4DJ
T: 01455641367
Mob: 07968 888624
marsdenbarntrailers@gmail.com

www.WOODFORDTRAILERS.com

HIGH QUALITY TRAILERS FOR CLUB, PRIVATE AND PRO MOTORSPORTS

Classified advertising: 0203 405 8109

QUALITY THAT WE ARE PROUD OF

Woodford GRP covered trailers - Value for money. Superior in design, quality and finish

NOTTINGHAM
APPLEYARD TRAILERS
The Kennels, Main St,Strelley,
Nottingham
NG8 6PD
T: 01159293901
Mob: 0785075014

MID WALES
HUMPHREYS & FOULKES
Unit 6, Lion Works, Pool Rd,
Newtown, Powys SY16 3AG
T: 01686 628144

LEEDS
ROTHWELL TRAILERS
126 Wakefield Road
Rothwell, Leeds
LS26 0SB
T: 01132887179
E: sales@rothwelltrailers.co.uk
rothwelltrailers.co.uk

READING
LOVELL TRAILERS
James Farrm
James Lane
Grazeley Green
Reading, RG7 1NB
E: sales@lovelltrailers.co.uk
www.lovelltrailers.co.uk
T: 01183240403

NORTHERN IRELAND
MONTGOMERY MOTORSPORT
T: 0044(0)2885549851
www.montgomery-motorsport.co.uk

Woodford Trailers Limited ¢ 14 Great Central Way ¢ Daventry ® Woodford Halse ® Northants ¢ NN11 3PZ

Telephone:

01327 263384
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WEB DIRECTORY

Authorised stockists for:

PHILIPSEGE~S

and many more...

01527 908676 | www.phoenixautobulbs.co.uk

01933 411 993

jondelrace@aol.com

BDG RACE & RALLY SPECIALISTS
FOR OVER 40 YEARS
TOYOTA, VAUXHALL, MISTUBISHI, SUBARU AND ALL FORD
ENGINES CATERED FOR. ENGINE DYNO TESTING & MAPPING.
CYLINDER HEAD MODIFICATIONS,
PRECISION SURFACE GRINDING.

WWW.DTWENGINES.COM | TEL. +44 (0)1279-422128

JAPANESE PERFORMANCE SPECIALIST

GroupB Motorsport are the ROTARY ENGINE SPECIALISTS
We have engines available for Track day cars, Saloon racing and our NEW!

GP8 Spec for historic rallying Talk to us about your requirements and we will
put together the bast package with engines producing 250bhp up to 550bhp

G{xﬁ For more infomation email: sales@groupbmotorsport.com
pB Motorsport

GEARBOXES

Gearboxman.com

COMPETITION TRANSMISSION SERVICES

Gearboxes and Axles for Road // Race // Rally // & more
Telephone: 01582 840 008 Fax: 01582 840 007

RACE CARS

— phone. 07771 762145

MCR's for sale
arrive & drive packages

RACE & RALLY PARTS

&.  MARDIGRAS

i\ R MOTORSPORT

www.mardigras.co.uk

RACE & RALLY PARTS

Specialists in the design & manufacture of management systems, enging
kits & components for use in all types of motorsport worldwide.

W: sbdev.co.uk E:shd com T:+44 (0) 208 391 0121

RACE & RALLY PARTS

RACEWEAR

e e

Silverstone

The best of racewear & kartwear
www.gprdirect.com

RACEWEAR

RACE&RALLY

PASSIONATE ABOUT MOTORSPORT
WWW.JJCRACEANDRALLY.COM

RACEWEAR

s

www.demon-tweeks.com

RACEWEAR

Teamwear Specialists -

o idery
rint
®Quick Turnaround

@ Min Order Only 4
® No Logo Set Up Fees

www.logomeup.co.u

1o

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

e Performance Tuning Specialists
e 2WD Superflow Rolling Road,
1200 bhp and 220 mph capacity
e Life Racing and Omex Engine Management
e Weber, Dell’Orto and SU Carburettor Agents
Plus much more, Contact us on

01604 766624

call Mark on: 01244 822 327 or visit groupbmotorspori.com
. — Northampton
) Motorsport

e-mail
northamptonmotorsport@btconnect.com
or visit
northamptonmotorsport.com

GEARBOXES

| Part )¢}

Performance and Tuning Parts
Leading performance brands online

RACE & RALLY PARTS

Avanti Motorsport Transmissions
84 West End Street, Somerset, BA16 OLP
+44 (01458) 446517
avantimotors@btconnect.com

- Rally and Race Gearboxes
- 6 Speed Sequential Gearboxes
- 5 & 6 speed Gearkits
- Limited Slip Differentials etc.

GEARBOXES

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

¥ Connected to you

www.brianjames.co.uk

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

Autoparts and Hydraulics

=
B

sales@LMAautoparts.com

www.EMPIRE RV.co.uk
L ivimey e highe Iite
Tel: +44 (0) 1761 300 489

www.EmpireRV.co.uk m info@EmpireRY.co.uk

RACE & RALLY PARTS

Rally & Race Gearboxes,

GearKits, LSD's and Driveshafts

T: 01782280136 F: 01782269913
E: sales{@eliteracingtransmissions.com

= s b
Frp_
" o
= % - i =
= Y B r ’

Transmissions

visit: EliteRacingTransmissions.com

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

OTORSPORT

Stock and custom made ——
FiA Fuel Cells. W@@/ﬂ@
Short lead times. e
GGl 25
01527 521050 “*ff’ f...i_._-_.(___@,}

wwwi.classicworldracing.co.uk

Ben Kavanagh
Classified Advertising
T: +44 (0) 20 3405 8109

E: ben.kavanagh@motorsport.com

e 3
COMPOMOTIVE

MOTORSPORT WHEELS

Winning all over the world since 1973...

Heat treated alloy wheels now back in production.
Including CXR, ML and MO

WWW.COMPOMOTIVE.COM

Tel. 00 44 1952 850618 sales@comp.co.uk

THIS CLASSIFIED SECTION WAS BROUGHT TO YOU BY:
Ben Webster

Senior Production Coordinator
T: +44 (0) 20 3405 8131

E: ben.webster@motorsport.com




