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THE DEVELOPMENT OF ARABIC LANGUAGE
AND

LI, TERATURE IN NIGERIA IN THE 19TH AND
20TH CENTURIES

Attempt is made in this dissertation to survey and examine the
“Development of Arabic Language and Literature in Nigeria in the
Nineteenth and Twentieth centuries”. As a background to this study,
the introduction of Islam and Arabic Language South of the Sahara
is discussed in general outlines, in the introduction.

The thesis is divided into five chapters and a conclusion.

Chapter one deals with the role of Islam in spreading Arabic
Language in Nigeria and the contribution of the Sokoto Caliphate in
this respect.

In chapter two the growth of Arabic Language in Bornu and
Hausa States is traced. Attention is particularly givin to the
development of Arabic learning during the Sokoto caliphate, when
Arabic Scholarship flourished and Arabic language became the
official language of the state. With the introduction of Western
system of education during the colonial period, Arabic scholarship
stagnated for a while, and only starts thriving again in recent years,

Chapter three and four deal with Arabic literature in Nigeria in the
nineteeth and twentieth centuries respectively. A critical analysis of
the literature both poetry and prose produced during this period is
made. An attempt . is also made to examine the characteristic of
Arabic language in Nigeria in its calligraphy, pronunciation, use of
the language as well as in the poetry.

Chapter five describes the position of Arabic language and
literature in Universities and “Higher Institution of learning in

rre
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Nigeria. This is followed by a discussion on scholarship to Arab
countries and United Kingdom to study Arabic, and its contribution
to the development of Arabic in modern Nigeria,

In conclusion some observations and suggestions on the ways and
means of improving the standard of Arabic in ‘Nigeria is offered.
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