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Dick Bennetts thinks thatTurkington is at the top of his game

The third title triumph at Brands Hatch last year was emotional
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By Matt James

British Touring Car champion 
Colin Turkington will carry 
the number one on the side 
of a WSR BMW for the first 
time this season after securing 
a deal to remain with the 
title-winning team for the 
2019 campaign.

Turkington has driven for WSR 
for all but three of  his 14 seasons 
in the BTCC since joining the 
category in 2002. However, when 
he won his first crown in a WSR 
BMW 320si in 2009, he left the 
BTCC to chase chances on the 
international scene.

He returned to the team in 2013 
and scooped the silverware in 2014 
before being tempted by a move to 
the Team BMR operation driving a 
VW CC and then a factory-backed 
Subaru Levorg.

He rejoined WSR in 2017 and 
lifted the crown last term in the 
works-backed 125i M Sport. “To 
come back as the reigning title-
holder with the same team 
is something that I have not 
been able to do in the past,” said 
Turkington. “I have not had the 
chance to carry the magic number 
one on the door of  a WSR car so 
that is going to be a very special 
thing for both of  us.”

Battle plan
Turkington claimed the title at 
Brands Hatch last season in the 
penultimate round of the 30-race 
contest after a fight with the 
Speedworks Toyota Avensis 
of  Tom Ingram.

There were a record-breaking 
number of  race winners in 2019 
with 17 different drivers scaling 
the rostrum’s top step. After he 
claimed the crown, Turkington 
said that he was going to have to 
“come up with a new plan” to 
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CONFIRMED ENTRIES SO FAR
BTCC 2019
DRIVER CAR
Sam Tordoff AmDTuning.com Honda Civic Type R
Rory Butcher AmDTuning.com Honda Civic Type R
Daniel Rowbottom Ciceley Motorsport Mercedes-Benz A-Class
Rob Smith Excelr8 Motorsport MG6
Matt Simpson Simpson Racing Honda Civic Type R
Tom Ingram Speedworks Motorsport Toyota Corolla
Mike Bushell Team Hard VW CC
Carl Boardley Team Hard VW CC
Bobby Thompson Team Hard VW CC
Michael Crees Team Hard VW CC
Jake Hill Trade Price Cars Audi S3
Colin Turkington WSR BMW 125i M Sport
Tom Oliphant WSR BMW 125i M Sport
Andrew Jordan WSR BMW 125i M Sport



Reigning champion will carry
the number one during 2019
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British Touring Car title
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“I’LL HAVE
GAME IN 2019”

conquertheseriesagain.Hesaid
reversedgrids,optiontyresand,in
particularsuccessballastmade
the task extremely tough.

Ballast rules have been tweaked 
next season meaning that the most
successful machines will carry 
54kg of  extra weight into each 
weekend, rather than the 75kg 
that was mandated previously.

Despite that, Turkington is wary
that the fresh challenge will be 
harder than ever. 

“I haven’t quite got around to 
hatching that battle plan yet – but 
I am working on it,” he admitted. 
“Last year was such a demanding 
season that I needed a bit of  time 
out, I needed a break to get away 
from everything and have some 
time to put that to bed. I have had 
a chance to do that, and now I am 
going to formulate a blueprint to 
keep me at the top.”

Turkington will line-up 
alongside new recruit Tom 
Oliphant in the Team BMW in 
what will be a three-car line-up 
for WSR (see sidebar).

Going forward
WSR team boss Dick Bennetts 
believes that Northern Irishman 
Turkington will come out 
fighting in 2019. 

The two have formed a strong 
bond over the years working 
together, and the team principal 
thinks that the racer is perfect for 
the demands of  the BTCC.

“Colin is Mr Focused, and people
don’t see the work that he puts in 
behind the scenes – in terms of  

There are titles to retain...

Colin Turkington says that hard work will help to keep him at the top of the BTCC

JORDAN AIMS TO RETURN TO TOP
whathedoesawayfromtherace
track,theengineeringreports
hefiles,thediethehasandthe
mental approach he uses,” said 
the New Zealander.

“He had a tough year personally 
in 2018 and still put it together 
on track.“It is impossible to say if  
he will get any better, because he is 
right at the top of  his game. If  he 
can get better, then that is only 
going to be bad news for his rivals.

“The success ballast situation 
hurt us in qualifying last year 
because, for five rounds of  the 
year, we went to each meeting with 
the top weight. Although that 
weight has been reduced for 2019, 
it will be the same for everyone…”

Record chaser
Should Turkington succeed this 
season, he would draw level with 
Andy Rouse as the most successful 
driver in terms of overall crowns 
with four titles. Turkington is fifth 
overall in the all-time list number 
of  races won with 46.

Turkington says that landing 
another crown is his only objective 
going into the 2019 campaign.  
“Winning the third [title] was 
great, but you start every year 
with the objective to claim it,” he 
said. “As soon as the flag drops 
at Brands Hatch for the opening 
round, it is all you care about. 

“I am lucky that I still have the 
hunger and the desire to win titles. 
The fire burns strong within me 
and I am as keen on the battle as 
ever. And to be able to do it again 
with WSR and Team BMW would 
mean the world to me – what is 
special is that we have all three 
titles to try and retain: the drivers’, 
manufacturer-constructors’ 
crown and the teams’ title.”

Homework
Turkington said that the fine 

marginsinthemodern-
dayBritishTouringCar
Championshipmeanthatwork
done away from the circuit will 
be key in putting together a 
programme to eclipse his rivals.

The BMW didn’t take a pole 
position in 2019, mainly due to the 
level of  success ballast it was 
forced to carry, but the driver says 
all areas of  the attack will come 
under the microscope. 

“I think we just have to look for 
the small gains wherever we can,” 
said Turkington. “We will go 
through everything with a fine-
toothed comb – and that includes 
the driver – to try and extract 
every bit of  performance that we 
can. The championship is so close 
that it is now down to the fractions 
that make the difference. We have 
to investigate all of  those avenues. 
We are still in the very early stages 
of  putting things together for 2019 
but we will work very hard.”

Going beyond 2019…
WSR boss Bennetts said that the 
team was already looking ahead 
and had been engaged in 
discussions about the new-shape 1 
series BMW, which is due to be 
launched in August 2019. 

The car will be a departure for 
BMW as is will be front-wheel-
drive, which is a layout the 
German marque has avoided 
in the past. 

However, Bennetts said that 
talks have already taken place 
regarding the revamped car.

“It is not just a facelift, it is a 
brand new car all round,” said 
Bennetts. “We are definitely 
going to stick with the current 
model that we have for the new 
season, although we will be 
looking forwards during the 
course of  this year. Nothing 
stands still in the BTCC.”

Jordan wants a 
title challenge

Andrew Jordan says a new approach 
will help him topple champion Colin 
Turkington this season as he also returns 
to the WSR team for a fresh attack.

The 2013 champion joined the BMW 
squad in 2017 alongside Turkington and 
says that he has enjoyed measuring 
himself against the Northern Irishman.

Jordan, who was ninth in 2017 and fifth 
last term, said: “But for some poor luck 
last year, I should have been third in 
the points. But, if you look at the lap 
times between Colin and I, there were 
thousandths and hundredths between us.

“We push each other on, and I truly 
believe I can beat him – if I do that, I 
am going to be somewhere near the 
top of the championship come the final 
rounds at Brands Hatch. Beating Colin 
is a challenge, but I have never been 
one to shy away from a challenge.”

Jordan will stick with experienced title-
winning engineer John Waterman for 
the season ahead, and says that was an 
important factor in returning to the 
BMW 125i M Sport squad. 

“It is all about the continuity – with WSR 
and with John as well. He was one of the 
elements of 2019 that I stipulated,” said 
the 29-year-old.  

“I am relaxed in the team now too. When 
you join, you always feel like you have 

something to prove, but I am over that 
now. I am relaxed in the team and I work 
well with Colin.  I have learned that 
you can’t be fastest all the time – even 
though it hurts because I want to be – 
but you have to take what you can from 
it and use that as an education. 

“I am really excited about the 2019 
season. I think I have got my enjoyment 
of the sport back. I had some tough times 
in 2015, 2016 and 2017, but last year I got 
the spark back. I realised how much I love 
the job that I do.”

WSR team boss Dick Bennetts said 
that he believed Jordan was in a position 
to fight for the overall honours throughout 
the 2019 campaign. 

“We let Andrew down a bit with some 
reliability issues last year,” admitted  
Bennetts.  “That was painful because he 
should have been in with a shout for the 
championship overall come the end of 
the season. 

“There is no doubt he has got a handle 
on rear-wheel-drive now and he is 
going to be as fast – if not faster – than 
Turkington throughout the season. 
It means we are going  to have a very 
strong attack with Turkington, Jordan 
and Tom Oliphant.”

The championship kicks off on the 
Brands Hatch Indy Circuit on April 6/7.



AstonValkyrie squad,backed by Red Bull,could join theWEC

RACING NEWS
F1 ROUND-UP
Silverstonepopular
Officialattendancefigures
releasedbyFormula1 justbefore
ChristmasrevealedtheBritish
GrandPrixhadthehighest
attendanceofanyraceduring
the2018season.TheSilverstone
race–whichstilldoesnothave
adeal inplacebeyond2019
aftercircuitbossesactivateda
breakclause–hadaweekend
attendancefigureof340,000,with
its raceday figureof140,500also
thehighestof theseason.The
MexicanGrandPrixwasaclose
secondonbothweekendand
Sundaynumbers, recording
334,946and135,407respectively.

ToroRossocrashes
ToroRossospentmore than€2million
becauseofanumberofheavycrashes
itsdriverssufferedduring the2018F1
season.TheRedBull junior teamended
its first yearwithHondaninth in the
constructors’championshipafter
scoring33points,earningabest result
of fourthwithPierreGasly.ButToro
Rosso teambossFranzTosthas
revealed that theoppositeendof its
fortuneswereseveralcostlyshunts,
including first-lapaccidents forGasly in
SpainandBrendonHartley inCanada.

Leclerc’schallenge
Eleven-timegrandprixwinner
RubensBarrichellobelieves
CharlesLeclercneedstobe ‘good
in thehead’ tosucceedatFerrari.
Leclerchas landedadream
graduationto the Italian team
after justoneseasonatSauber.
“I’msuperexcited forhim,”
Barrichellosaid. “He’soneof those
youngguyswhoreallymadehis
waythrough [impressively]. Toget
intoFerrari [andbesuccessful],
theonly thingyouneed is tobe
reallygood inyourhead.Talent,
weknowhehas. It’sgoingtobea
good challenge for Seb.”

Laudainhospital
Mercedes’sF1non-executivechairman
NikiLaudahas returned to theAKH
Hospital inViennaaftercontracting
a flu infectionduring theChristmas
break.Laudawasona familyholiday
in Ibizawhenhebecame ill. It is
understoodthat themovewasmade
purelyasaprecautiongivenhis
sensitivity to infection followinghis
recent lungoperation,and that there is
nocause foralarm.TheAustrian,who
turns70onFebruary22,underwent
a lung transplant inAugust.

Launchdates
McLaren is the latestF1 teamto
reveal thedate itwill launch its
new2019challenger.Thesquad’s
newcarwillbeunveiledon
February14, fourdaysbefore the
firstpre-seasontestatBarcelona.
Theother teamstohaverevealed
dates,whenMNclosedforpress,
areRenault (February12),Racing
Point (February13)andFerrari
(February15).

WANT THE LATEST UPDATES? FOLLOW US ON TWITTER @MNmotorsport

Red Bull could depart F1 and join the WEC with Valkyrie
Red Bull could target Le Mans 
24 Hours success with an 
Aston Martin Valkyrie-based 
hypercar instead of  Formula 1, 
if  it does not see a viable post-
2020 grand prix future.

The energy drinks company 
took over Jaguar’s works entry 
for the 2005 F1 season and 
blossomed into the dominant 
force from 2010-13, winning 
four consecutive drivers’ and 
constructors’ titles. But Red 
Bull has been reduced to a 
sporadic race winner in the 
post-2014 V6 turbo-hybrid era.

It will switch from being a 
Renault engine customer 
to having unofficial works 
Honda status for 2019 in a 
bid to fight for titles again.

F1 owner Liberty Media is 
targeting a commercial and 

regulatory revolution once 
the current Concorde 
Agreement expires after the 
2020 season, but has failed to 
make significant progress.

Red Bull motorsport advisor 
Dr Helmut Marko says his 
team is not interested in 
becoming a customer again 
and has made it clear that Red 
Bull will not be held to ransom 
over planned rule chan ges.

“We have an agreement until 
2020,” Marko said. “As long as 
there is no engine regulation 
and no Concorde Agreement, 
neither Red Bull nor Honda 
will make a decision.

“However, we will certainly 
not become dependent 
again, as we have been in the 
past, when we were begging 
others and statements and 

promises were not kept.”
Red Bull’s current Honda

deal includes the 2019and
2020 seasons. Beyond then,
Red Bull’s choices appear
limited if  there are not
favourable terms to continue.

“Stop is the option,”said
Marko. “Or do something
else, other racing series.
With the Valkyrie, Le
Mans could be an option
with hypercar rules. 

“The cars were all 
sold out immediately.
That’s another good pillar
for Red Bull Technologies.

“It looks like you can runinthe
WEC at a reasonable costwith
the base of  Valkyrie. Although
Red Bull has never beento
the 24 Hours, it’s something
we’re thinking about.”

ARRIVABENE AXED AS FERRARI
BOSS AHEAD OF NEW SEASON
Technical chief Binotto to be promoted

Photos: LAT

ByJonathanNoble

Maurizio Arrivabene is to be
replacedasteamprincipalof
theFerrariFormula1 teamby
technicalchiefMattiaBinotto.

Ferrarihascontinuallydenied
thatitwasconsideringamajor
managementreshuffleafterits
failedattempttowintheworld
championshipin2018.

ButonMondayitwasrevealed
FerraripresidentJohnElkann
haddecidedthatBinottoisthe
rightmantoleadFerrariin2019.

AFerraristatementread:
“Thedecisionwastaken
togetherwiththecompany’s
topmanagementafterlengthy
discussionsrelatedtoMaurizio’s
longtermpersonalinterestsas
wellasthoseof theteamitself.

“Ferrariwouldliketothank
Maurizioforhisvaluable
contributiontotheteam’s
increasingcompetivenessover
thepastfewyears,andwishhim
thebestforhisfutureendeavours.”

ThemovetoreplaceArrivabene
hascomeafteraseasoninwhich
managementerrorswereviewed
asoneof thekeyfactorsforits
defeattoMercedesin2018,
despitehavingthequickestcar
atseveralstagesof theyear.

Thefailuretodealwiththeissue
of teamordersinaclearmanner
likeMercedesdidtriggered

unnecessaryflashpointsbetween
KimiRaikkonenandSebastian
VettelattheGermanandItalian
GrandsPrix.Therewerealsoa
numberof strategicblunders.

Therehavelongbeenrumours
thatBinottoandArrivabenehad
disagreementsaboutthedirection
andapproachof theteam.

BeforetheChristmasbreak,
Arrivabenehitoutatwhathe
called“fakenews”overreports
thatBinottowassofrustrated
withthesituationthathecould
leaveFerrari.

“TherumoursaboutMattia
areafakenews,putaroundto
createinstabilityintheteam,”
Arrivabenesaid.“It isan
attempttotrytocreateproblems
wheretherearenoproblems,
andIdonotwanttocomment
onfalserumoursanymore.

“Duringthisseasonthere
havebeenmanyattemptsat
destabilisation,sometimes
withstoriesaboutthedrivers,
othersaboutthetechnicians.

“Myposition?Ask
[Ferrari]managingdirector
[Louis]Camilleri.”

FerraristalwartBinottohas
beentechnicalchief since2016,
whenhesteppeduptotherole
followingtheteam’ssplitwith
JamesAllison.Hefirstjoinedin
1995,asatestengineengineer.
AdditionalreportingbyFrancoNugnesFerrari has axed

another team boss

JeanTodt
1993-2007
Starts: 492 (246 GPs)
Wins: 98 (19.92%)
Poles: 85 (17.28%)
Podiums: 249 (50.61%)
Championships: Six drivers’ 
(2000-2004, 2007) and seven 
constructors’ (1999-2004, 
2007)

Stefano 
Domenicali
2008-2014
Starts: 230 (115 GPs)
Wins: 20 (8.69%)
Poles: 12 (5.28%)
Podiums: 75 (32.61%)
Championships: 2008 
constructors’ title

Marco Mattiacci
2014
Starts: 32 (16 GPs)
Wins: 0
Poles: 0
Podiums: 2 (6.25%)
Best championship finish: 4th

Maurizio 
Arrivabene
2014-2018
Starts: 162 (81 GPs)
Wins: 14 (8.64%)
Poles: 12 (7.41%)
Podiums: 71 (43.83%)
Best championship finish: 2nd 
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FERRARI UNDER…



Two-time Formula 1 world
champion and Le Mans 24 Hours
winner Fernando Alonso says he
returns to this month’s IMSA
SportsCar Championship’s
Daytona 24 Hours ready to win.

Alonso contested last year’s
event with the United Autosports
team’s Ligier, but the car was
not a match for the frontrunners

and eventually retired.
This time he has joined the Wayne

Taylor Racing team to drive a Cadillac
DPi-V.R, which he tried for the first
time on Friday as the official ‘Roar
before the 24’ pre-race test began.

“The expectation is higher, but
we will see at the end,” said Alonso,
who shares the WTR machine with
Jordan Taylor, Renger van der

Zande and his Toyota World
Endurance Championship
colleague Kamui Kobayashi.

“I think I’m in a much better
position this time than last year.

“This year I take all the experience
and learning from last year – traffic
management, fuel saving, how the
US safety cars work – it’s all going to
be useful. That changes the approach

of the race. Last year [at Daytona]
was about preparation for Le Mans.
This year is now about winning.”

WTR won Daytona in 2005 and ’17,
and Alonso’s car was second fastest
in Friday’s opening session then
led the way in afternoon practice
with Kobayashi.

The Joest-run Mazda team set
the pace on the final day of the test,

securing a 1-2 with Harry Tincknell
beating team-mate Oliver Jarvis by
0.392 seconds.

In the subsequent ‘qualifying’
session held to determine pitboxes
and pitstalls for the race, on
January 26/27, both Mazdas
unofficially broke the track’s
26-year-old lap record at Daytona’s
road course.

ALONSO TARGETS
DAYTONA SUCCESS

Photos: LAT

Rookies prepare for post-Marrakech FE test

Deletraz joins Formula 2
champion Carlin for 2019
Formula2teams’championCarlinhas
completeditsline-upforthe2019season,
withLouisDeletrazjoiningtheteam
alongsidealready-announcedHonda
juniordriverNobuharuMatsushita.

Carlinmadethemostof astellarline-up
inLandoNorrisandSergioSetteCamara
lastseason,beatingARTGrandPrixto
thetitleby33points.

NorrishasgraduatedtoaMcLaren
Formula1seat,whileSetteCamara
hasjoinedDAMSforanotheryearof
F2,meaningtheFarnboroughteam
neededtwonewdrivers.

Deletraz,21,was10thinF2lastyearwith
CharouzRacingSystem,andconcluded
theyeardrivingacurrent-F1carinthe
AbuDhabiPirelli tyretest,before
conductingtestingwithCarlininF2at
thesamevenue.

Nowheisinwhathedescribesasa“top
team”,hehastargetedatitlecharge.

“WegotincontactwithCarlin,Iknow
themfromthepastandtheyaretheteam
champions,whichisobviouslyvery
attractive,”saidtheSwissdriver.

“I’mgoingforthewin,that’swhatwe
havetodo.Winning,beingatthefrontand
fightingforthechampionshipistheaim
andIhavedonethatalreadyandIwantto
doitagain.”

Deletrazisthesonof sometimeLarrousse
andPacificF1driverandLeMans24Hour
classwinnerJean-Denis.

Alsoannouncingnewsof anF2seatthis
weekwasBritish-KoreandriverJack
Aitken,whojoinsCamposRacingfor2019.
The23-year-oldfinished11thinthepoints
withARTGrandPrixlastyear,whilehis
team-mateGeorgeRussellwonthetitle.

RenaultFormula1protegeAitkentested
withtheCamposteamlastyear.

BMWhasruledoutanearly
entry into thenewWorld
EnduranceChampionship
hypercarconceptprototype
class.TheGermanmanufacturer
willnotbea“primemover” in
thenewtopclassof theWEC
from2020/21,accordingto
BMWMotorsportbossJens
Marquardt.BMWhadan
involvement in theworking

grouptable that formulated
theregulationsduringthe
summer inorder to“monitor
what isgoingonfor the
future”, saidMarquardt…
ThenewClassOneDTMcars for
the2019seasonwillbe“twoto
threeseconds”quicker than their
predecessors,according toAudi’s
MikeRockenfeller.AudiandBMW
haveundertaken testingwith the

2019carsandexperiencedan
increase inpowerof100bhpdue
to thenewfour-cylinder two-litre
turbochargedengines.The revised
aerodynamicsof the2019cars
havealso improvedaeroefficiency,
justayearafter theDTMintroduced
asimplifiedaeropackage to reduce
downforce…Drivers in thenew
FIAFormula3Championship
willhaveunlimitedDRSuses

duringthe2019season.
Formula3carshavenever
usedDRSbut,because
thenewFIAserieswill replace
theGP3SeriesontheFormula
1supportpackage, the
overtakingassistwillbe in
unrestricteduse in2019. In
GP3,driverswere limitedto
sixusesofDRSin thefeature
raceandfour in thesprint

race...FormerBrabhamand
McLarenFormula1designer
ProfessorGordonMurraywas
awardedaCBE(Commanderof
theBritishEmpire) in the2019
Queen’sNewYearHonours.The
legendarydesigner’saccolade
is in recognitionofhis ‘services to
motoring’– rewardinghis lifetime’s
work in theautomotivesectoras
well ason the racetrack.

Ex-WilliamsFormula1driver
SergeySirotkinleadsthecastof
driverswhowilltotakepartin
theABBFIAFormulaErookie
testinMarrakechthismonth.

SirotkinwilldriveforMahindra
Racinginthetest,whichtakes
placethisweekendafterthe
MarrakechE-Prix,asheeyesup
potential options having left F1.

“Formula E isnowoneof themost
rapidlydevelopingchampionships,”
saidtheRussian.“Thecompetition
hereisataveryhighlevel.

“Moremanufacturersare
enteringtheseriesas
confidentthatelectri
havestrongfuturepo

“Moretechnicalsol
appearinthesecarsa
areprogressingrapid

“IdroveaFormulaE
in2016butnowtheca

generationhaschangeditwillbe
interestingtotrythedifference.”

ArthurLeclerc–youngerbrother
of 2019FerrariF1racerCharles–
willdrivealongsideNormanNato
forVenturi.

Leclercisamemberof Venturi’s
‘NextGen’developmentscheme
andwasthefirstdrivertosample
itsVFE-05Gen2carduringthe
privatemanufacturertesting
periodinearly2018.

DSTecheetahwill fieldSauber
F1testerTatianaCalderonand
SuperGTaceJamesRossiter,

willrun
aldiand

knell.
DTM champion
ttmann will get
un in a Formula
r driving for

MW, as will
llow DTM driver
amie Green

with Audi.

QUICK LAPSTHE FASTEST NEWS ROUND-UP

Alonso returns to 
Daytona 24 Hours

Drivers will get chance to test Formula E’s new second generation car (above)
Sirotkin will test w
Mahindra Racing
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Last year Alonso raced United Autosports’s Ligier at Daytona, but car was off the pace and retired



TheMiniChallengehas
emergedasthe leading
contender toassume
thevacantsupportslot
onBritishTouringCar
Championship race
weekendsfrom2020,
MotorsportNews
understands.

WiththeRenaultUKClio
Cupceasingtorunafterthe
2019season,BTCCorganiser
TOCAhasbeensearchingfor
adirectreplacementtoensure
thatasuitabletin-topfeeder
seriescontinuestoformpart
of theraceundercard.

MN’ssourceshave
confirmedthattheMini
ChallengeandTOCAare
closetoadeal,andan
announcementcouldbe
madeduringthisweek’s
AutosportInternational
showinBirmingham.

TheMiniChallengehas
alreadyforgedstronglinks
withtheBTCC,withmany
pastandcurrenttouring
cardrivers–suchasRob
Collard,PaulO’Neilland
MattNeal–havingtaken
partinthe265bhptwo-litre
turbochargedJCWclassin
recentyears.Arangeof
BTCCteamshavealso
beenregularcompetitors
inJCWs,suchasTeam
Dynamics,Eurotechand
PowerMaxedRacing.

TheJCWcategory–which
housesthefastest, top-level
Minimachinery–hasrun
asasupporttotheSRO-
promotedBritishGT
Championshipsince2017.

MiniChallengepromoter
AntonyWilliamswouldn’t
bedrawnonhowclosean

announcementwas,but
didaddthatrunning
alongsidetheBTCCwould
besomethingof interest
forhischampionship.

“Of course, if wegotthe
chancetoracealongside
theBTCC,thenthat’s
somethingwe’dhaveto
lookatveryseriously
indeed,”WilliamstoldMN.

“TheBTCCweekendsare
arguablythemostpopular
andwell-attendedfour-
wheeledmotorsportevents
inthecountry,sotohave
theMiniChallengebea
partof thatwouldbegreat.

“Forthelasttwoyears
we’vehadagreatslot
alongsideBritishGT,which
hasdefinitelyhelpedtoraise
thechampionship’sprofile.
We’llseewhathappensover
thenextfewyears.”

MN’ssourcesalsosuggest
thatanydealcouldhave
wider-rangingeffectsforthe
otherMiniChallengeclasses.
WiththeJCWChampionship
currentlybeingrunacross
17roundssplitovereight
raceweekends,thatformat
wouldlikelyberetained,
freeinguptwoBTCC
fixturesuponwhichthe
lower-powerednaturally
aspirated1.6-litreCooper
Classcarscouldcompete.

Williamsadded:“We’re
keennotjusttopromote
theJCWclass,butalsothe
Coopers,whichhavebeen
thefoundationof theMini
Challengesinceitsformation
in2002.We’realwayslooking
foropportunitiestoput
theCooperClassonthe
beststagepossible.”

MINI CHALLENGE FAVOURITE
TO LAND BTCC SUPPORT SLOT

Renault looking at future UK motorsport options beyond Clio Cup
Renaultisalreadyassessing
differentoptionsforfuture
motorsportactivityintheUK
afteritdecidedtoaxetheClio
Cupattheendof thisseason.

Itwasconfirmedjustbefore
Christmasthatthepopular
ClioCupwouldnotcontinue
beyond2019withthetimingof
theseries’demisecoinciding
withtheplannedintroduction
of thefifth-generationClio.That
onlyappliestotheUK,with
otherClioCupchampionships
aroundtheworldcontinuing
andanewseriesbeing

launchedintheMiddleEast.
Despitethedecision,Renault

SportRacingsportingmanager
TarikAitSaidhasrevealed
thattalksaboutfutureprojects
havealreadybegun.

“IntheUKthedecisionhas
beentakenthatitwouldbe
besttonottocontinue[theClio
Cup]for2020,”hetoldMN.“It
doesn’tmeantherewon’tbe
anymotorsportactivitiesin
theUKforever.Butwehadto
considerhowitwouldbein2020.

“We’realreadyworkingwith
RenaultUKaboutotherthings

todo.RenaultUKhasalotof
activityaroundFormula1
andthereareotheractivities
thatmaycomein2020or2021.
We’vejuststartedlookingat
differentoptions.”

AitSaidwouldnotbedrawnon
anyof theideasbutrecognises
themanufacturer’slonghistory
intheUK.

TheClioCupseriesbeganin
1991butRenault’sone-make
historydatesbacktothe1970s
withtheRenault5.Italso
supportedtheFormulaRenault
UKseriesbetween1989and2011.

Minis could soon be
appearing with BTCC

Photos: Gary Hawkins, Jakob Ebrey

Renault has been a mainstay of UK racing scene for decades

MSVR category could take Clio Cup’s place

RACING NEWS

FR NEC cancelled as
organiser slams FIA
The Formula Renault NEC series 
has been cancelled for 2019 with 
series organisers slamming FIA  
changes to the single-seater ladder.

The category, for two-litre-Renault 
powered Tatuus cars, used to thrive 
alongside the Eurocup and ALPS 
series. It had a succession of  illustrious 
champions including Formula 1 
drivers Valtteri Bottas, Carlos 
Sainz Jr and Lando Norris.

But in recent years it has struggled 
with desperately low grids after Renault 
decided to put its full weight behind 
the Eurocup, increasing its number of  
rounds and visiting more F1 tracks.

The category was set for a boost for 
2019 with the Eurocup introducing 
a new Regional F3-spec car leaving 
the NEC as the sole series for the 
older Formula Renault machines.

However, that has not proved 
enough to save the series.

Its promoter, Mick de Haas, said: “We 
are very sorry to have to stop the series 
at this point. The ill-conceived FIA 
plans for the future of  formula racing 
has meant that over the past three years 
we have seen a serious decline in the 
young drivers market. The costs are 
far too high for individual drivers and 
the market place is too fragmented. 

“There is now no more room for a 
very effective and competitive single 
seater concept like Formula Renault 2.0. 
Yet it has helped many young drivers 
over the past two decades to the top.

“I would like to thank Renault and 
their suppliers, the teams that have 
competed in the NEC, the circuits and 
all the people that have worked with 
and for the NEC over the past 13 years.”

Martin back again
Ginetta Junior driver Will Martin will
remain in the series with the Richardson
Racing squad this year. The 15-year-old
made his debut in the category last
season and initially competed as a
privateer before joining the Richardson
team for the final four meetings. He
took a best result of eighth place.

Clio scrutineering
The scrutineering in the Renault UK Clio
Cup will be bolstered this season by RML
commercial director Simon Holloway
assisting long-time chief scrutineer Keith
Auld. Holloway is already familiar with the Clio
Cup cars as he’s served as chief data analyst
for the category. There were rumours of
cheating in 2018, with the top three cars
being impounded for extensive checks.

IN BRIEF

Gridnumbershavedroppedrecently

Specialist finance solutions throughout the motorsport industry.

Helping your team build a competitive and successful future.

havcap.co.uk03333 447488 info@havcap.co.uk

6  JANUARY 9 2019  motorsport-news.co.uk Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110



t Martin

Two-time RGB champion Albone retires as runner-up Wesemael eyes the crown

BTCC racer Price heads TF Sport’s British GT4 line-up
McLaughlin becomes new BWRDC president

RGBrunner-upChristopherWesemaelwill
returntofightforthetitleinhissecondyear
intheseries,andhasbeenboostedbythe
retirementof double-championBillyAlbone.

SpireGT3SdriverAlbonehasscoredthe
lasttwochampionshipsinarow,butis
steppingbacktofocusonhisbusiness.

“I’vegottoomuchgoingontoracefull-time
thisyear,”saidAlbone.“Wehaveacouple
of carsintheC1Challengenowaswell.We
haveeightdriverssignedup,fourineachcar.

“We’rerunningakartingteamwithfull
factorysupportintheBritishchampionship
thisyearaswell. It’sabitupintheairwith
what’sgoingonwithkartingattheminute,
sowe’rekeepingouroptionsopen.”

WesemaelgraduatedtoRGBfromkarting
for2018,andputhisMittelMC-53onpolein
hisfirsteversessioninacar,beforethe
Doningtonmeetingwassnowedoff.

“We’llbetryingtotakeachampionship
home,”saidWesemael.

“It’sveryimportanttoknowthatthefield
isverystrong,I’msurethere’llbesomenew
driverswhoareveryfastaswell,wejust
needtokeepworkingreallyhard.

“Wehadafewmechanicalsduringthe
[2018]seasonthatwithoutthemachallenge
onfirst[inthechampionship]definitely
wouldhavebeenpossible.Withthis[2018]
seasonbeingabitof adevelopingseasonI
madeafewrookiemistakesthatshouldn’t
happenagain.”

FormerBritishTouringCarracerJosh
Pricehasbeenrevealedaspartof TFSport’s
two-carentryintoBritishGT4.

Theteam–whichwillalsooperatetwo
nextgenerationGT3Vantagesasit
attemptstodefenditsteams’title–will
returntoGT4forthefirsttimesince2
withapairof newAstons.

GinettaJuniorracewinnerPatrick
Kibble,formerToyotaandMercedes
driverTomCanningandex-Porsche
CarreraCupGBracerRory
CollingbournejoinPriceintheGT4
line-up.ThisisdespiteAlexToth-

Jonespreviouslybeingconfirmed.
“Weneedtohitthegroundrunning

onourreturntoGT4competitionthisyear,”
saidTFSportdirectorTomFerrier.“We
haveaclearobjectiveandthatistowin
racesandbeinthepositiontochallenge

itl withbothcars.”

TheBritishWomenRacingDrivers’
ClubhasannouncedLorina
McLaughlinasitsnewpresident.

Sheisoneof ahandfulof female
driverstohavedrivenFormula1
machineryincompetitionand
currentlyownsanex-Michael
SchumacherBenettonB192in
whichshesetherninth“fastest
timebyaladydriver”atthe
GoodwoodFestivalof Speedin2018.

Shehasalsosetwomen’srecordson

theGoodwoodhill inanex-James
HuntMcLarenM23.

Herpreviousachievements
includeasecondplaceinthe1974
BritishFormula4series,which
earnedhertheLordWakefield
ChallengeTrophyforoutstanding
performanceinmotorsportbya
woman.Later,shewontheBARC
FormulaFord2000championship.

Sheisnowoneof thenames
behindTheForceF1Legends.

TEAM PARKER TO RUN
UPRATED BENTLEY
Improved car will race in British GT and Blancpain GT

Photos: SRO, LAT, Steve Jones

Title-winning British GT
Championship outfit Team Parker
Racing will run at least one version
of the second generation Bentley
Continental in the category this season,
and could expand to a two-car assault.

The team, which won the overall
title with Seb Morris and Rick Parfitt

in a Bentley Continental in 2017, has
taken delivery of the uprated cars
from builder M-Sport. It will run one
example in the Blancpain GT Series
Endurance Cup as well as the domestic
campaign. No drivers have yet been
signed for the UK assault.

Team boss Stuart Parker said:

“We have had a four-year relationship
with Bentley and we are delighted to be
able to field the new car. I am impressed
with it.

“M-Sport has clearly taken all
the lessons it learned from the first
generation of the car and improved
in those areas. I think it will be a

competitive proposition for the
season ahead, and we can’t wait to
hit the circuit.

“We are still talking to drivers, but
I think we will have a really strong
chance with this new car. It is also the
100th anniversary of Bentley, which
will make this a special season.”

Revamped Porsche Cayman GT4 breaks covers with more downforce and power
Porsche has introduced a new version
of its Cayman GT4 car after the original
machine struggled to match some of its
GT4 rivals.

The new 718 Cayman GT4 Clubsport
model features an extra 40bhp than its
predecessor – which unsuccessfully
competed in British GT in 2016 and ’17
after suffering production delays, and
has more recently been found racing in
the GT Cup – with a new 3.8-litre engine.

The new car was developed with a
focus on increased driveability but
also features the use of sustainable raw
materials – the driver and passenger
doors and the rear wing are made of
an organic fibre mix.

Two versions of the car have been
produced with ‘Trackday’ and
‘Competition’ models created, but only
the latter will be available in the UK.

“The new Porsche 718 Cayman GT4

Clubsport possesses significantly
more racing genes than its successful
predecessor,” said Porsche’s head of
motorsport Fritz Enzinger. “The power
of the engine has increased considerably.
At the same time, we were able to increase
the downforce and the cockpit is now
even better suited to drivers’ needs.

“I’m confident that we can build on the
excellent sales figures of the predecessor,
of which we have delivered 421 cars.”

Car has been 
used in Europe

BARC SE closes but 
series will continue
Competitors in the 
Intermarque, Tin Tops 
and Modified Saloon Car 
series will continue to race 
together in 2019 despite 
the closure of the British 
Automobile Racing Club 
South East Centre.

BARC SE organised the 
three series, but has now 
been shut as part of a 
BARC reorganisation. The 
categories are now set to 
race under the banner of 
the Classic and Modern 
Motorsport Club, featuring 
at events run by the British 
Racing and Sports Car 
Club, MG Car Club and 
MotorSport Vision Racing 
this season.

Prime mover and 
experienced racer Rod 
Birley said: “What the 
BARC wants to do is focus 
on national series, but there 
are some competitors who 
don’t have the finances or 
interest in racing nationally.

“What we’re doing is 
trying to keep the 
competitors together. 
There are too many series 
out there, but we’re not 
trying to do anything new, 
we just want to carry on 
racing in the south-east.”

More than 30 drivers 
have so far confirmed an 
interest and Birley has not 
ruled out combining grids, 
either across the three 
series or with other similar 
classes at certain events.

“We might have to run 
them together,” he added. 
“We’ve got to be pragmatic.”
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New 718 Cayman GT4 Clubsport features 40bhp more than before

Albone is stepping away from RGB to focus on his racing business

Record holder: Lorina McLaughlin
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New Rookie class
in National FF1600

New GT Trophy offers
£1000 to winner

ARookieclasshasbeen
introducedintotheBritish
RacingandSportsCarClub’s
NationalFormulaFord
Championshipforthefirst
timetoencouragenew
driverstoenter.

Onlydriverswhohavenever
previouslyracedaFormula
Fordcarpriortothisseason
willbeeligiblefortheclass.

Gridsinthenationalseries
havegrownoverthelasttwo
seasons,withanumberof
kartersmakingthejump
intosingle-seatersforthefirst
timewhichhasprompted
thenewclass.

“Itwasjustanobrainer,”
saidJamesOldfield,team
bossof FF1600teamOldfield
Motorsport(whichisfeatured
thisweekonpage23).

“If youimaginea16-year-old
comingstraightintheywillhave
verylittleexperiencebutit’s
probablybettertoallowthem
tocompeteagainstthelikesof
NiallMurrayandJoeyFoster
butgoforachampionshipthat’s
muchmorepossibletoachieve.”

Rookiedriverswillstillearn
pointsforeithertheProor
Clubmanclass–thelatter
havingbeenstreamlined
intoonecategoryinsteadof
Post-’89andPre-’90chassis.

Anew-for-2019GTChallenge
Trophyracewillbeheldat
theCastleCombeCircuit
thisyearwiththeoverall
winnerreceiving£1000.

Fiveclassesareopentocars,
includingGT3,GT4,turbo/
supercharged,over3000ccand
2000ccto3000cc,with42spots
availablefortheracewhich
willbeheldonBankHoliday
Monday,May27.

A20-minutequalifyingsession
willbefollowedbya30-minute
race,withprizemoney of £250
perclassvictoralsoprovided
bysponsorME7Ltd.

“We’rehopingif it’ssuccessful
wewillruniteachyear,”said
JoLewkowicz,co-ordinatorof
theCastleCombeRacingClub.

“They[drivers]aremore
thanwelcometotakepart
inthe[CastleCombeGT
Championship]invitational
classwhichisnewforthisyear.

“GTpeopletendtolikethe
tracktime,mostof them
arerunningwithteamsand
it’smorecost-effective.”

NASCAR PRIZE UP FOR
GRABS INNEWSERIES
V6 Euro Pickup Series starts in 2019

Photos: Gary Hawkins, Steve Jones

ByKevinTurner

Afullypaiddrive in theNASCAR
WhelenEuroSeries is theprize for
thewinnerofanewchampionship
for2019.

TheV6EuroPickupSerieswilluse
four-litre,350bhpmachinesthatwere
previouslyused,withFordMondeo
bodies, intheBeneluxRacingLeague
Series.Thepickupswillbecentrally
runbyTotalMotorsport,whichhas
beenestablishedbyStephenYoungand
HubertusHeymanasasatelliteof Racing-
Total,whichcurrentlyrunstwocarsin
theNASCARWhelenEuroSeries.

Therewillbesixraceweekendswith
27racesacrosstwovenues,thehalf-mile
VenrayovalintheNetherlandsandthe
RaceparkMeppenroadcircuitin
Germany.Afullseasonwillcost
55,000Euros+VAT.

Thetotalprizefundisworthover
175,000Euros,withthechampiongetting
a2020NASCARWhelenEuroSeriesseat
withRacing-Total.Therunner-upwill
wintworaceweekendsinthesameseries
withtheteam,whilethethird-placed
driverinthe’19standingswillwinone
raceweekend.Thetoprookiewillreceive
afulldayof testingwithRacing-Totalat
oneof thecurrentEuroNASCARtracks.

TherewillalsobeaLegendsclass
fordriversover40.TheLegends
championwillwinanall-expenses-paid
raceweekendintheSouthAfrican
V8MastersSeries.

ANationalAlicenceisrequiredfor
thenewseries,thougharacingschool
isavailableforrookies.Organisers
hopetoattractafieldof upto22drivers.

SometimeNASCARXfinity,
ex-FormulaPalmerAudiracerand
2016V8MasterschampionYoung
believesitwillhelpEuropeandrivers
seekingtomakeacareerinAmerica.

“ThisreallyistheroadtoNASCAR,
theturn-up-and-driveformatmakesit

accessibleforeveryonefromcareer
driverstoamateurracersandeveryone
in-between,”hesaid.“Wehavean
outstandinganduniqueprizefund
thatwillhelpfurtherthecareersof
Europeandriverswishingtorace
intheStates.

“Wearetheonlyseriesinmainland
Europethatcombinesovalandroad
courseracingsowearealreadyattracting
interestfromsomehigh-profiledrivers
whowanttohonetheirovalracingskills,
especiallyaftertheclosureof Rockingham.”

Youngplanstomakefurther
announcementsatAutosport
Internationalthisweek.

Wood steps back from Pickups and targets tin tops

Combe celebrates 50 years for its Formula Ford 1600 championship with gathering of cars and champions
The Castle Combe Circuit will
celebrate 50 years since its
Formula Ford 1600 championship
was created with past champions
and cars due to be honoured.

All former champions will be
invited to the season-opening

Howard’s Day race meeting,
named in honour of circuit owner
Howard Strawford who created
the championship, on Easter
Monday, April 22.

The circuit’s FF1600 round will
be a double-header, with the

aggregate winner from the two races
being awarded a commemorative
Guards Trophy, sponsors of the
very first championship in 1969.

A round of the Classic Formula
Ford Championship will also be
held during the meeting, where

there will be free circuit entry
offered to all Formula Fords to
take part in a static display.

The race meeting will also
feature a bumper collector’s
programme, full of history and
images from the last 50 years.

Ex-BritishTouringCarracerLeaWood
couldreturntotintopsin2019, leaving
thePickupTruckRacingChampionship
afterthreefullyearsof competition.

WoodhasfinishedsecondtoScott
Bourne(2018)andFreddieLee(2016)in
thechampionship,andisnoweyeinga
newchallenge.

WoodislookingattheTouringCar
Trophy,anewserieslaunchedby
StewartLinesfor2019aimedat
two-litreturbochargedtouringcars.

“I’mlookingatmyoptionsforthis
year,”saidthe2013BTCCJackSears
Trophywinner.“There’safewirons
inthefire.I’llbegoingtotheAutosport
Showtoseewhat’sgoingonthere.

“Theonlythingthatstrikesmeas
beingquiteinterestingistheTouring

CarTrophy.Itdoesappealtomeandit’s
hadalotof interestandI’llcertainlybe
lookingatthatclosely.StewartLineshas
setallof thatupandIknowhimwell,we
havehadachataboutit.”

WoodpraisedthePickupseries,citing
reliabilityissuesasthereasonwhyhe
didn’tachievehisgoalof takingthe
seriestitlein2018.

“It’sagreatchampionshipand
organisation,butIfelt likeI’ddone
mythreeyearsandwehadn’twonthe
championshiplikeIhopedwewould,”
headded.

“ItwasdisappointingwiththeFord
engineasthat’sletusdownbadly
thisyear.Peoplewhoareinthe
PickupChampionship,know
thatitcostusthechampionship.”
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Former BritishTouring Car driverWood finished runner-up in Pickups twice

Cooper (6) won prestigious Combe FF1600 title
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Hawthorn’s greatest machines

AwardforTordoff
JackTordoff,oneofBritain’s
leadingrallydriversof the1970s,
hasrecentlybeenawardedan
OBEforservices tobusinessand
thecommunity inWestYorkshire.
Tordoff,now83, foundedthe
JCT600garageempireandrallied
extensively inPorsche911s.
JCT600nowhas52dealerships
representing21marquesand it
isYorkshire’sbiggestprivately-
ownedbusiness.

Hillclimbplan
Plans tocelebrate thecentenary
of the firstHolmeMosshillclimbare
progressingaheadof theAugust
2020event.The1.25-milesectionof
theA6024south-westofHolmfirth
in thenorthof thePeakDistrictwill
beclosedover theweekendof
August8/9,2020, for twodaysof
demonstration runs fromperiod
carsaswell asGroupBrallycars.

R.A.C.route
Route informationfor the2019
RogerAlbertClarkRallywillbe
unveiledontheRogerAlbert
ClarkRallyMotorClubstand
atAutosport International this
weekend.Theclubwillbeon
stand3725withmore information
ontheNovembereventaswell
as the2019BHRCandHistoric
AsphaltRallyChampionships.

Trial forRabagliati
Formula JuniorguruDuncanRabagliati
madehis trialsdebutoverChristmas
whenhepassengered forFJ racer
StuartRoach in thePlumPudding
Trial inHampshire.Having racedhis
single-seaterAlexis inmore than
600races,Rabagliati hopped into
theoriginalAlexis trialscars for the
historicsporting trial.

Tin-topsatClassic
TheHistoricTouringCar
ChallengefromtheMotorRacing
Legendsteamwill featuresix
rounds includingareturn to the
SilverstoneClassic.Theseason
startsat theDoningtonHistoric
Festivalandtakes inaone-hour
race inMayatOultonParkduring
anAMOCRacingevent.The
serieswillalso featureat the
ThruxtonMotorsport
Celebration (June1/2).

Europeantour
TwoUKdatesandraces inFranceand
Portugalwillmakeuptheschedule
for theGTandSportsCarCup.The
raceseries forpre ’66GTandpre ’63
sports-racingcarswill runat the
DoningtonHistoricFestivaland
Silverstone InternationalTrophy
meetings inMaybeforedatesatAlbi in
JuneandPortimao inearlyNovember.

Trialwinners
AndyGowenandBethCarroll
were thewinnersof theHistoric
PlumPuddingTrialonSaturday
December29.Froma50-strong
entry,Gowen’s Ibexreturneda
perfectscoreaftercleaningall
18hillsat thePetersfieldevent.

HISTORICS

Revamped Avus to be
turned into a ‘venue’

New stage rally
series for Mini aces

Thegrandstandsatthefamous
AvuscircuitinBerlincouldnowbe
rebuilt intoabarandeventvenue.

Avuswasoneof Germany’sleading
racetracksof the20thcenturyand
wasinusefrom1921rightthrough
to1998,morerecentlyhostingF3,
DTMandGroupCcars.

Thetrackranalongbothsidesof
adualcarriageway,linkedbyhairpin
bends,butracingreducedafterthe
reunificationof Germany.

Thegrandstandswerelefttodecay
fornearlytwodecadesastrafficon
theautobahnrushedpastbutthesite
waspurchasedbyHamidDjadda,
whonowhasambitiousplansto
preservethebuildings.

Hisplanscentreonrebuildingthe
commentaryboxintoaglass-walled
eventvenueandbaroverlooking
theautobahn.Officeswillbebuilt
underneaththe240mlengthandareas
willbecreatedtodisplayvintagecars.

Anewstagerallychampionship
forclassicMinishasbeen
launched,coveringeight
asphaltevents.

TheClassicMiniChallenge
willbepromotedbyClitheroe
andDistrictMotorClubandwill
runindirectcompetitiontothe
existingMiniCupfromthe
HistoricRallyCarRegister.

Thenewserieswill featurea
double-headerontheManx
NationalRallyinMay,aswell
astheDownRallyinNorthern
IrelandinJuly.UnliketheHRCR
series,theClassicMiniChallenge
willonlyfeaturetworoundsin
Wales.Theseasonstartsonthe
JackNealMemorialatBlyton
ParkonFebruary9.

ChrisWoodcockistheman
behindthechampionshipand
canbecontactedviachris@
classicminichallenge.co.uk.

Hawthorn’s career to be celebrated with Race Retro display
BritishWorldchampionMike
Hawthornwillbecelebrated
atRaceRetroattheendof
Februarywithadisplayof
carsandartefactsfromhis
racingcareer.

Hawthorn’scareerwillbe
markedintheshow’sHallof

Famebythe1955LeMans-
winningJaguarD-type,now
ownedbyNigelWebb,anda
Lotus11alongwithaunique
collectionof personalracing
memorabilia, includinga
selectionof trophiesanda
steeringwheelfromoneof

hisFormula1Ferraris.
Afterwinningthe1958World

Championship,Hawthorn
announcedhisretirementfrom
racingbutdiedinaroadaccident
onJanuary22,1959,whenhis
Jaguarsalooncrashedonthe
Hog’sBacknearGuildford.

By Paul Lawrence

Former Formula 5000
racers Damien Magee,
Teddy Pilette, Tony
Trimmer, Mike Wilds
and Mike Walker are all
due to join the HSCC’s
celebration of 50 years of
Formula 5000 at Autosport
International, which starts
tomorrow (Thursday) at
the National Exhibition
Centre in Birmingham.

The club will mark the 50th
anniversary of the UK debut
of the spectacular category
with a showcase six-car
display of the mighty five-litre
single-seaters. Cars from
Lola, Surtees, Gurney and
Hepworth will be on show,
many as now raced with
the HSCC.

Belfast-born Magee raced
F5000 in 1974 on his way to a
brief spell in F1, while Belgian
racer Pilette won the 1973 and

1975 European titles for the
standard-setting VDS team.

Driversof thestandingof
Trimmer,WildsandWalker
allhaveFormula5000firmly
inscribedontheircareer
recordsandanumberof
driversfromtheperiodaredue
attheshowonFridayafternoon
foraninformalgathering.

FormerracersRayAllen,
ChrisCraft,DaveBerry,Alan
Rollinson,GordonSpiceand
CydWilliamsareallplanning

toattendalongwithrenowned
F5000entrantSidTaylorand
NickGethin,sonof multiple
F5000championPeter.

Wildshasfondmemoriesof
thecategory:“Puttingyourfoot
downinanF5000anddrivingit
inangerwassensational.They
wereaman’smotorcar.They
werevery,veryheavywith
theironblockengineand
therewasquitealotof weight
managementandtheywerea
lotdifferenttoanF1car.”

Category’s heroes to be celebrated at Autosport International

F5000 STAR MEN
REUNITED AT SHOW

DOWNTHE
WORKSHOP
1959 ALEXIS
HFITRIALS CAR
Currentowner:StuartRoach
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‘Historic tourers will
be back at Silverstone’
Tin-tops join the Classic, below
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Roach restored it
“Duncan Rabagliati found the 
car and rescued it from a farm 
many years ago. I later acquired 
it from Duncan and restored 
it over a very long period. 
When you do it for a living, your 
personal projects take a bit 
longer. It had been almost 
finished for a long time and 
its first event was a year ago. 
I decided to enter an event as 
it would force us to finish it.”

Alexis was a well-
known marque
“The Alexis trials cars 
were numbered with Roman 
numerals and the race cars 
normal numbers. HF came 
from Bill Harris and Alex 
Francis, who founded Alexis. 
They were best known for 
building single-seater racing 
cars, including Formula 
Juniors and Formula Fords.”

It had been abandoned
“It was in a field near Solihull 
where it had been left and 
Duncan went along and 
rescued it. He’d got in touch 
with Alex Francis to try and 
track down the cars. In total, 
there were about 20 trials cars. 
Alex had left this car in a shed 
but the shed had deteriorated 
and some boys had got at it 
and played football with it using 
a JCB, so it did look a bit sad. 
We’ve just restored it from a 
complete mess. We completely 
stripped it and salvaged the 
chassis and it is very much as 
it was in period.”

It is the prototype
“This was the original prototype 
Alexis trials car and is the only 
HFI. It probably just pre-dates 
the first Alexis Formula Junior 
race car. The 1172cc Ford 
side-valve engine is almost 
as we found it. Someone had 
poured a load of concrete over 
the top of the engine but that 
sort of encased it and it was in 
pretty good condition inside. 
With a clean and a new set of 
rings, off it went.”

Rabagliati tried it out
“Duncan rescued seven of 
them and over half still survive. 
Two more of them are in my 
shed, awaiting rebuild. Duncan 
drove one of the restored cars 
for hundreds and hundreds 
of road miles, and he races 
a front-engined Formula Junior 
Alexis, but he’d never done 
a trial until he passengered 
for me on the Plum Pudding 
Historic Trial over Christmas.”

Photos: Paul Lawrence

Ex-Mike Hailwood 
Lola will be on show

Alexis is a real rarity
The classic Mini will get a new rallying competition in ’19 Gowen and Carroll: Perfect

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110 motorsport-news.co.uk  JANUARY 9 2019  11



Greensmith has earned a top-flight opportunity after impressing inWRC2 in 2018

Sebastien Ogier says that he wants to fight for the championship on his own terms in 2019

Briton has
big ambitions

INSIGHT: HOW OGIER IS FINDING LIFE AT HIS NEW HOME PAGE 26

RALLY NEWS

OGIER:IDON’TNEEDANYHELPTO   
ByDavidEvans

SebastienOgierhas
insistedhedoesn’twant
numberonestatus in the
Citroenteamthisyear–
andhe’d rathernot relyon
his team-mateEsapekka
Lappi inhispursuitofa
seventhstraightworld title.

OgierreturnstotheFrench
manufacturerhavingwalked
awayfromtheVersaillessquad
followingarowwithSebastien
Loeboverteamhierarchyin
2011.CitroenretainedLoeb
whowonaninthworldtitlein
2012beforeOgierbeganhisrun
of sixstraightchampionships.

The35-year-oldstartold
MotorsportNewshehadno
interestinanypreference
amongthetwofactory
C3WRCs.

Hesaid:“Idon’twantany
numberonestatusinthe
team–formeithastobe
equalchanceaslongaswe
bothhaveachancetofight.
If onedriverhasthechance
andtheothernotthenit’s
logicaltogivesomesupport
inthisdirection,rightnowwe
startwiththesamechance.

“I’mhappytohaveEsapekka
intheteam,he’saniceguyand
definitelyhassometalentas
well.Andhecanbringsome
interestingthingsfromhisold
team[Toyota].Atthemoment,
Ibelievewecandowhatwe

havetodo–there’snoreason
tothinkthis[team]won’tbe
performingwell.”

Forthefirsttimelastyear,
Ogierreliedonhelpfromhis
M-Sportteam-matesElfyn
EvansandTeemuSuninen
tolandthedrivers’title.But
he’skeentoavoidthatsortof
scenariothistimearound.

Ogieradded:“Therewas
sometimeswhenIhadsome
helpfromteam-mates,that’s
notthewayIwanteditand
it’snotthewayIwanttostart
theseasonthinkinglikethis.
MytargetisthatIwantto
makeitonmyownandmost
of mycareeritwaslikethis.
Yes,therewasasituation
whereIbenefittedfromsome
supportfrommycolleagues
andatleastthatwasalittle
bitof givingbackfromwhat
Ihavedoneinthesameway
[inpreviousyears].”

Lappi,whohaseightyears,
sixtitlesand43worldrally
winslessthanOgier, isin
nodoubtabouthisplacein
theteam–butalsoknows
hishopesof avoidingteam
ordersremaininhishands.

“It’sobviouswhoisnumber
oneandwhoisnumbertwo,”
hesaid,beforeaddingwitha
smile:“AtleastI’mnotnumber
three,whichisalreadybetter.
Sofar,Idon’tknowhowSeb
[Ogier]worksbutwhatI’ve
discussedsofar,heseems

warmandanice guy, but 
maybehe’sa different 
person in race mode. 

“Later in the season, if  
it looks like I’m not on the 
fight for the overall standings, 
then it’s quite clear we 
will give space for him like 
M-Sport did for him [last] 
year. It’s part of  the game. 
But, if I’m leading on Monte 
and he’s behind, for sure I 
will not give him any space – 
we are on an equal level in 
the start of the season. It can’t 
be like that. I really believe 
there won’t be team orders.” 

Both drivers completed 
their two-day Monte test 
last month and agreed the 
C3 WRC has potential.

Ogier’s primary concern 
with the car is a limited 
window of rally-winning 
opportunity. 

He said: “So far the first test 
went OK. But, for sure, there 
is things we need to change 
better to my taste. It’s difficult 
to estimate how long it’s going 
to take to do that. This car 
showed great speed in some 
conditions last year, but if  
you check the overall result 
from last year and my first 
impression from the car is that 
it needs to be able to be fast in 
more conditions. It’s defin itely 
fast on some conditions, but 
not on all and that’s what we 
need to improve.”

Citroen’s new star man says he won’t rely on team-mate

Greensmith to join forces with M-Sport for WRC attack on Rally Portugal
Britain’s Gus Greensmith will 
make his debut in a Ford Fiesta 
WRC at this year’s Rally Portugal. 

In addition to partnering Elfyn 
Evans and Teemu Suninen in the 
factory team in Matosinhos, he will 
compete on 10 world championship 
rounds, spearheading M-Sport’s 
WRC 2 Pro effort.

The 22-year-old tested a Fiesta WRC 
for the first time in November and 
admitted driving the car Sebastien 
Ogier used to win last year’s world 
title came as a wake-up call.

Greensmith said: “I’d never 
tested a World Rally Car, no 2016 
car, nothing. So, to get into this car 
for the first time really was a wake-
up call. Put it this way… I don’t 
have many 50s [metres] in my notes 

now – they’ve become ‘intos’.
“I’ll get a day of  testing before 

Portugal and if  that goes well, it’s 
possible I could do another one 
or two rallies in a World Rally Car. 
Driving that car’s fantastic, but I 
also have a job to do in WRC 2 Pro for 
M-Sport. I’ve got to be aiming at 
podiums early in the year and then 
pushing for wins towards the end.”

The Manchesterdriverwason
the WRC 2 p
with M-Spo
but he has h
on finishing
fourth in the
WRC 2 stand
time around

“I want to 
fighting for 

championship,” he said. “It’s a big 
year, but it’s what I’ve worked for. At 
the start of  2017, I said I wanted to be 
in a full factory backed drive in two 
or three years and I’ve achieved that.”

 MN understands Pontus 
Tidemand has secured funding for 
a more extensive WRC programme 
than just the first two rounds in 
M-Sport’s third factory Fiesta WRC. 
The28-year-oldSwede could contest 

f  of  this year’s 
he team. Italian 
zo Bertelli is also 
eturn to the WRC 
ec Fiesta WRC in 
next month. 
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Ogier has got to grips
with the Citroen C3

CLAIM SEVENTH TITLE
Photos: mcklein-imagedatabase

Revamped format set
to revitalise Asia-Pacific
Thisyear’sAsia-PacificRally
Championshipwillrunwitharadically
differentformatforthefirsttime.

Inanefforttoenhancecompetitionin
oneof themostgeographicallydiverse
championshipsintheworld,anew
seven-roundAPRCcalendarwillbesplit
intoAsiaandPacificregions.Thefour
PacificCuproundsare:Rallyof Otago
andRallyof WhangareiinNewZealand
whileAustraliaprovidesRallyTasmania
andtheEurekaRally.TheAsiaCup
roundsareRallyof Medan(Indonesia),
Rallyof Johor(Malaysia),Rally
Hokkaido(Japan)andChinaRally.

Twogroupsof driversfromboth
regionswillthenqualifyfortheAPRC
finaleattheIndiaRallyinlateNovember.
ThiseventwilldecidetheAPRCwinner.

FIAAPRCWorkingGrouppresident
VickyChandhoksaid:“We’regetting
there.We’veorganisedaveryradical
changewhichisanewandvibrant
formatfortheFIAAPRC.”

What convinced you to 
sign for Citroen?
“I was impressed with the effort they 
made to bring me and this team has so 
much data and so much history – we 
have the tools to be really successful.
I decided after Finland [last year] to 
come. We discussed early in the 
season with Mr Budar [Pierre, team 
principal] and I felt he really wanted
me in this team and he convinced me 
really well. I felt I would get a lot of 
support over here and these were 
strong things which are important for 
me. The car has been really fast on 
Tarmac all the time, there have been 
some difficulties on gravel but when 
Mads [Ostberg] did such a good 
result [finishing second] in Finland 

it was done from my side that this 
was a good place to go.”

What went wrong last year?
“There were a lot of my own mistakes. 
I think there was some misfortune 
from the car point of view, nothing 
crazy but many small things which 
disturbed me. I don’t know whether 
they come from bad preparation or 
something [else], but we had lot of 
issues on Fridays on someof the
rallies. It was only me, bu
times we had something
wasn’t right and that mad
life really difficult. Let’s sa
maybe not mistakes, but
these [were] things we d
something wrong on the

test and then itwaswrong fromthe
startof the rally.”

HowdoestheC3compare
to theYarisWRC?
“Theviewfromthe inside…onYaris
you canseemore.TheC3hasa
smallerwindscreenandthere’smore
[pitch] in thesuspension.But,on the
otherhand, there isabitofadifference
on theengineside. I feel thisone [the
C3]hasabitmorepower fromthe

Toyota ismore
e,butclearlyCitroen’s
ission ismuchbetter
ere ismanygood
s. InPortugal [at the
evelopment test in
cember] I feltwehad

somework todoongravel.The
speed isnotbad,wesawthison
gravel rallies recently forCitroen–
but I saywecanbemuch faster.
Ifwecan fix these things, I can tell
you, itwill be the fastestcar.”

Canyoufightforthetitle
thisyear?
“Myobjective for theseason is to try
andbebetter than last year. I need to
improvemyperformance ineveryarea
andtry to learn fromSeb,whathe
doesdifferentlyand try improve that
way.ForMonteCarlo,weshouldbe
quite familiarwith thecar, so forsure I
want to fight in the top five like last year
and I think it’sclearlypossible. Idon’t
feel thecarsodifficult, sowhynot?”

ESAPEKKA LAPPI

Japan’shopesof landing
afirstWorldRally
Championshipwinnerin
27yearshavetakenastep
forwardwithnewsthat
TakamotoKatsutawill
contestall-butoneround
of thisyear’sWRC.

The25-year-oldToyota
GazooRacingRally
ChallengeProgramdriver
willremaininaFordFiesta
R5forallWRCroundsexcept
theseason-closingRally
Australia.Inaddition,hewill
competeontwoFinnishRally
Championshiprounds–the
SMItaralli (snow,March)and
SMRiihimakiralli (gravel,
May)–inaToyotaYarisWRC.

BritonDanBarrittwill
returntoToyotaGazooto

‘Close-road plan 
for Cambrian Rally’
Revamp for UK event, p14
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Katsuta ready for 
fuller WRC attack

Adamo replaces axed Nandan at the top of the Hyundai tree for 2019 WRC challenge

AGREE/DISAGREE?
letters@motorsport-news.co.uk

GROUP RALLYING EDITOR

DAVID
EVANS
“Hyundai has
some questio
to answer”

H
ave you ever had the feeling 
your boss thinks you might 
have a moment or two to 
spare? Andrea Adamo 
could be forgiven for just 
such thoughts. Adamo’s 

the cheerful Italian chap in charge of 
Hyundai’s customer racing department.

If you fancy an i20 R5 car or want to go racing in 
an i30 N TCR, then he’s the man on the other end 
of the telephone. If his line’s a bit busy over the next 
couple of weeks, it’s because he’s been given an 
extra duty or two. Like running the Hyundai Shell 
Mobis World Rally Team.

The communication of Adamo’s new role as team 
director came with the line: “… heading up all WRC 
activities in addition to his Customer Racing duties.”

So, either Hyundai expect something of a downturn 
in sales, or running a World Rally Championship 
programme’s not quite the involved process it was 
thought to be.

Either way, he’s going in at the deep end, managing 
the squad’s Monte Carlo effort. The French Alps 
opener has never been kind to the South Korean 
firm – and, just when Andrea didn’t need any 
additional pressure in the principality, he’s got 
Sebastien Loeb landing in his team.

Nice problem to have though: a nine-time 
champion flying back from South America with the 
sole purpose of pleasing you on his first time driving 
one of your cars with numbers on the doors.

Is it a poisoned chalice? Absolutely not. Hyundai 
is a well budgeted, well-resourced team which has 
finished second in the manufacturers’ championship 
for the last three years and won 10 of the 65 WRC 
rounds it has started with the various incarnations 
of i20.

Replacing Michel Nandan with our busy-and-
soon-to-be-busier-friend Andrea would indicate 
a management problem. I like Nandan, but it’s hard 
to argue in favour of keeping him when Tommi 
Makinen and Toyota came in and stole Hyundai’s 
thunder in year two of the Yaris WRC.

And then there’s the continued internal strife in 
Alzenau, where the cars are run from. In his first full 
season with the squad, Thierry Neuville fell out 
with the team in spectacular style. Admittedly, the 
Nandan-Alain Penasse axis brought the Belgian 
back into line. But the management of Andreas 
Mikkelsen’s arrival as the chosen one, casting one-
time chosen one Hayden Paddon into the shadows, 
while bit-player Dani Sordo stormed the main stage 
only to cast Mikkelsen into the shadows was far 
from ideal. And now Loeb’s about to land (having 
cast Paddon from the spotlight to the shadows 
and ultimately exited him stage left) to further 
complicate an already overly convoluted structure.

There’s potential for Hyundai success this year. But 
there are also question marks which remain. It will be 
fascinating to see if Adamo can untangle this one.

If it’s more WRC insight you’re after, there’s only 
one place for you to be this Saturday. Get to 
Autosport International and watch the official 
launch of the WRC. Everybody who’s anybody 
is going to be talking about the season ahead.

And, if his phone stops ringing long enough, 
we’ll even get a word with Andrea as well…

Q&A

co-driverKatsuta.Thepair
lastworkedtogetherin2016.

Katsutasaid:“TheRally
ChallengeProgramhasbeen
strengthened,andsoaneven
morerigorousworldawaits
me.Iamdeterminedtopush
myself tothelimit,andIam
confidentthatIwillbeable
togrowsignificantly.”

Programmesupervisor
TommiMakinensaidhe
hadbeenimpressedwith
Katsutaoverthelastthree
years,addingthathisfocus

isnowonthestepuptoa
WorldRallyCar.Makinen
said:“Thetargetsforthe
comingseasonareforKatsuta
tounderstandtheimportance
of consistencyandbalanced
workinlongWRCevents,
buildconfidence,learnto
dealwiththepressure.”

KenjiroShinozukawas
thelastJapanesedriverto
winaWRCround,whenhe
tookback-to-backwinsat
theIvoryCoastRallywith
Mitsubishiin1991-92.

Hyundai became the third of  the 
World Rally Championship’s four 
factory teams to change its team 
principal when Andrea Adamo 
replaced Michel Nandan last week.

Adamo will take on the running 
of  the firm’s WRC effort, while 
continuing in his current position 

as head of  the firm’s customer
racing department.

Adamo’s step up follow
M-Sport’s announcemen
that Rich Millener will
move into the role of  tea
principal while Malcolm
Wilson takes on a wider

viewof his Cumbrian firm. Pierre 
Budarreplaced Yves Matton at 

p of  Citroen last year.
ndan’s departure had 

ntelegraphed after the 
ad missed out on both 
slast year, his fifth in 

arge of  the i20 Coupe 

WRC’s progress. Hyundai was 
beaten by Asian neighbour Toyota, 
with Tommi Makinen’s team 
lifting the makes’ crown in just its 
second year with the Yaris WRC.

Nandan (inset) joined Hyundai 
Motorsport in 2013, overseeing 
the development of  the team.

Katsuta turned heads with his 2018 R5 performances



Rally GB used Llandudno for town centre stage

Alyn Edwards (r) and son, Matt (l)

Gallacher took
SRC title in 2018
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RALLY NEWS
Photos: Jakob Ebrey, Eddie Kelly Photography, chasingthecars.com
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ByJackBenyon

TheCambrianRallyhassecuredacity
centreserviceareaandtheorganiser
ishopingtocreateaatmosphere
similar to thatof theBelgium-based
YpresRallywithnightstagesalso
included in the itinerary.

Thisyear’sCambrian–based,asusual,
inLlandudno,onFebruary16 –hoststhe
BritishRallyChampionshipforthefirst
timealongsidetheBTRDAandWelsh
RallyChampionship,actingasthefirst
roundof eachseries.

Llandudnohasalreadyplayedhostto
closed-roadsformotorsporthavingbeen
thevenueforalivestageonWalesRally
GBinOctober2018.

Whilenoliveclosed-roadstageaction
willtakeplaceontheNorthWalesCar
Club-runevent,theideaistoclosethe
towninordertotakerallyingcloserto
spectatorsandthegeneralpublic.

“We’retryingtocreateanatmosphere
andbringeveryonetogether,”said
Cambrianclerkof thecourseAlyn
Edwards,fatherof reigningBRCand
BTRDAchampionMatt.

“ThegoalistomakeitlikeYpres:that’s
whatwe’retryingtoachieve.It’sbeen
wellreceivedandthecouncilandlocal

businessesareinsupportof itasit
shouldbringmorepeopletothearea.

“It’sachallengeforthe[organising]
teamtogetsomethingquiteuniquelike
thistogether.Buttheclubisreallylooking
forwardtoit. It’sgoingtobereallygood
forthesportaswell.”

TheeventissponsoredbyVisitConwy,
andConwyCountyBoroughCouncil
andthetowncouncilhavebeenkeyto
securingthetowncentreservicearea.

“We’redelightedtosupportthe
CambrianRallyagainthisyear.It’san
eventthatcloselyfitstheaimsof ourevents
strategybyextendingthewintertourism
offer,”saidCouncillorLouiseEmery,
ConwyCountyBoroughCouncil’sCabinet
MemberforEconomicDevelopment.

“Beingthefirstroundof theBritish
RallyChampionshipwillbringtheevent
andthecountyextraprofilenationally,
andprovideaboosttothelocaleconomy
duringaquiettimeof theyear.”

Thelocalcouncilwillbeproviding
entertainmentontheday,withthecars
duetoleaveLlandudnoat0800hrsand
servicearoundnoon.Theywillthen
returnjustafter1500hrs,wherethe
nationalandBTRDArunnerswill
finishbeforetheBRCentrantsdo
threenightstagestoconcludetherally,

withaceremonialfinishat1900hrs.
“Insteadof hidingoursportaway,

weshouldbeshowingitoff,”saidBRC
championshipmanagerIainCampbell.
“It’sgreattoseetheambitionthatthe
NorthWalesCarClubhasandthat
ConwyCouncilhasincreatingan
eventthat’snotjustarally.Theywant
totakeeverythingintothecentreof
Llandudno.It’ssomethingIthinkwe
shouldbedoinganyway.”

TheeventhasdecidedtorunBTRDA
1400sandhistoricsfirstontheroad,
whichshouldhelpthetransitionof
theeventwhichhasalwaysbeen
predominantlyBTRDAandWelsh
Championshipdominated.

“Alynwasbrilliantonthat[theseeding],
the1400sgofirstandtheCategory1and
Category2historicsatthefronttoo,”
saidtheBTRDA’sNeilCross.

“TheGoldStarfrontrunnerswillmix
itwiththeBRCboysaswell.

“Our1400s–whowearereallytrying
todrawback–they’regoingtobe
happytheycanattackthestagesin
primecondition.

“Weknowthequalityof thestageswill
bethereasRally4Walesareworkingup
there.Icanseeitbeingamuchbetter
eventforeverybody.”

Scottish Rally champion Gallacher won’t defend title because of 2019 budget woes

Meadows gets R2 
for BTRDA attack

Reigning Scottish Rally champion Andrew 
Gallacher will not defend his title in 2019 
after failing to secure sufficient budget.

Gallacher, who also claimed a win on the 
Wales Rally GB National event in October, 
will instead look towards the Galloway 
Hills rally as his only outing this year.

“It’s looking like I’ll be doing nothing this 
year which is unfortunate,” Gallacher told 
Motorsport News. “It’s funding issues again, 
which we kind of  knew was the case before 
the season finished.

“I’ll definitely be targeting the Galloway 
Hills and a few other local events, maybe 
even the Scottish, but it’s not looking good 
for a full season.”

The 32-year-old, who beat Donnie 
MacDonald to the Scottish crown by four 
points last year, has recently sold his ex-
Armin Schwarz Ford Focus WRC01, 
with a full-season drive now unlikely.

“The car’s been good to me over the years, 
but it’s always been very expensive to run. 
I’ve never had any dramas with it.”

Asked whether Gallacher would team 
up with title-winning co-driver Jane Nicol 
on selected events this year, the Scotsman 
admits that is still up for discussion.

“It would be great to have Jane back, but 
that would all depend on whether she sorts 
out a full-time drive with someone else.”

Entries are open for the first round of  the 
SRC, the Snowman Rally, which has been 
renamed in honour of  its long-term clerk 
of  the course and organiser Iain ‘Coogie’ 
Urquhart, who passed away last year. 

BTRDA 1400 frontrunner 
Tommi Meadows will drive a 
Ford Fiesta R2 in competition 
full-time in 2019, with the 
support of Peter Smith. 

Meadows was one of a 
number of drivers loaned 
a Fiesta by Smith, who 
supports many young 
drivers and his Swift 
Caravans concern backed 
Matt Edwards to the 
BTRDA and British Rally 
Championship titles last year.

Meadows finished second in 
class on Wales Rally GB after 
punctures, and third in class 
on the Plains Rally in his two 
R2 outings last season, while 
also taking fourth in BTRDA 
1400S in a Ford Ka. 

He will enter the R2 Rallye 
Cup and BTRDA Silver Star, 
both won by George Lepley 
in a similar car in 2018.

“George took the Silver Star 
win last year and that was a 
great achievement, and my 
focus for this year is to get 
as high up in the Silver Star 
as I can,” said Meadows. 

“There should be some good 
competition to base ourselves 
against. It’s nice to be a 
known quantity, because 
with the Ka in the 1400s, we 
never really knew what we 
were up against with all 
the cars being different. 

“I’ve done all of the BTRDA 
events now. The Cambrian 
[season opener] is not my 
favourite event, but it’s still 
good stages. I’m confident 
going in, knowing what 
to expect.”

Meadows is the son of 2000 
BTRDA Gold Star champion 
Martin, who took the title 
while driving a Proton.

Punctures hurt Rally GB bid
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BRC entries run together

Historics lead road order



Kelly:treble Donegal winner

Subaru specialists and British
Rally Championship winning
team TEG Sport has developed a
new car for 2019, taking the best
parts of a Skoda Fabia R5 and a
Subaru Impreza World Rally
Car and combining the two.

The car has a Skoda Fabia R5
shell with R5 suspension and
dampers, but then has a two-
litre turbo engine from an
Impreza WRC and a Modena
six-speed paddleshift gearbox
used regularly in Subarus
by TEG. The outfit has
nicknamed it the ‘Skodaru’.

TEG’s Imprezas consistently
win rallies all over the country,
with mechanic Arron Newby a
Manx Rally champion in its

cars, while Jock Armstrong
has won two Scottish Rally
Championships with the team.

Stuart Newby, TEG boss and
father of Arron, dreamed up
the concept with some of his
Impreza customers.

“Subaru haven’t done a lot for
a while and they aren’t bringing
new rally cars out,” he said.

“I’ve had some customers
that I’ve had for years that were
ready to move on to something
else. We sat down one night
and everybody was off to buy
an R5, or we built something
that was a bit more trick.”

The car will be available in
right or left-hand-drive, and
the company has 10 in build

with eight already sold.
Newby is hoping the test
and development car will
be out in mid-January.

The car will cost around
£120,000, at least £20,000 cheaper
than most second-hand Ford
Fiesta R5s, and will cost less
to rebuild as engine and
gearbox refreshments can be
done at home or at a variety of
workshops, whereas R5s have
to be returned to their builder.

The Subaru engine is lighter
and more powerful than the
Skoda R5’s 1600cc unit, but
Newby believes the real
benefit will come with the way
the new parts are packaged.

“We’ve put the Subaru flat-

four engine in, which is
aluminium [lighter], we’ve
managed to get it low down and
a fair way back, so we don’t have
a lot of weight in front of the
front dampers,” added Newby.

“The heaviest part of our car
is the gearbox and it’s at the
centre of the car. Everything
we could get down on the floor,
we have, to keep the weight low.
I think that will be the key to
this car working well. We have
no overhang in the front or
rear, the weight is dead centre.”

The car could prove to be
popular in Ireland as there is
demand for right-hand-drive
R5s, none of which are
currently homologated.

‘Giantkiller Reynolds
wins with a Deepcut’
Festive rally reports, p17
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Preparation ace
Dawson returns

Donegal dominator Kelly in R5 switch for International Rally return

Allen plans two years
in ITRC with Fabia

AndyDawson’seponymous
outfitknownforrunningcars
forthelikesof AriVatanen
andStigBlomqvistwillreturn
togivetechnicalassistanceto
TomDelaneyandtheSVP
Motorsportoperationthisyear.

Ex-worksdriverandregular
internationalrallywinner
Dawsoncompetedsuccessfully
inthe1970sand’80sbefore
runningcarsforsomeof the
mostinfamousnamesin
rallying,undertheDawson
AutoDevelopmentsbanner.

Delaney’sdadDominic,head
of SVP,workedforDawsonin
thepast,andthetriohaveunited
tooptimisetheMitsubishi
LancerE6TomDelaneywill
driveintheBTRDAthisyear.

“Dominicusedtoworkfor
memanyyearsagoandwe

IrishmanManusKellywill join
ahostof driversswitchingtoR5
powerthisseasoninanattempt
tosuccessfullydefendbothhis
KillarneyRallyof theLakesand
DonegalInternationalRallywins.

Kellytriumphedonbothsealed
surfaceeventslastyeardrivinga
S12BSubaruImprezaWorldRally
Car,winningthebiggesteventof
theIrishcalendarinDonegalfor
thethirdyearinarow.

Hejoins2015and2013ITRC
championsDonaghKellyand
DeclanBoyleinembracingthe
formularespectively,buthasn’t
confirmedwhichmodelcarhe
willdrive.

ManusKellybecameonlythe
thirdperson,afterCahalCurley
andBillyColeman,towinthe
DonegalRallyforthree

PhilipAllen,thesonof the
lateNorthernIrelandRally
championGlenn,hascommitted
todoingtheIrishTarmacRally
Championshipforthenexttwo
seasonsinanEvo2-specification
SkodaFabiaR5.

Beginninghiscampaignatthe
one-dayGalwayInternational
RallyonFebruary10,Allensays
that2019isallaboutfamiliarising
himself witheachof theseven
roundsandgraduallyincreasing
hisspeedintheseries.

Todate,the26-year-oldhas
enteredthreeclosed-road
competitions.Allenfinished
fourthontheTyroneStages
butretiredfromboththeTour
of theSperrinsRallyandthe
UlsterInternationalRally.

“TheTarmacChampionshipis
wheremanyof thetopR5drivers
areheading,”AllentoldMN.

“Somepeoplemightthinkthisis
quiteabigjumpforsomeonelike
me,butyouhavetoremember
thatmyfirstproperrallywasina
MiniWorldRallyCar.Before
everyIrishTarmacroundwewill
test.There’sahugeamountof
effortgoingintothisbylotsof
people;wewanttodoitright.

“Attheendof theyearwe
shouldhaveaclearerideaof
wherewestand,andmake
whateverchangesnecessaryto
hitthegroundrunningin2020.

“IdidtheUlsterRallybackin
AugustandIlearntsomuchfrom
it.Youmighthaveabadfirstday
butyoucanresetforthesecond
oneandgoagain.Youjustcan’tdo
thatonone-dayrallies,”headded.

Allen’sFabiabrokecoverforthe
firsttimeattheTurkeyRunRally
overChristmas,wherehesuffered
issuesandfinished64th.Purchased
fromWeversMotorsportin
Holland,theFabiawillbeprepped
byMcGeehanMotorsport. AGREE/DISAGREE?

letters@motorsport-news.co.uk

GROUP NATIONAL EDITOR

I
n its40thanniversaryseason
last year, the IrishTarmacRally
Championshipshouldhavebeen
celebrating,but instead it fell flat.

Whiledisagreementswith
sponsorsandorganisersbehind the

scenesdidn’t help, ageneral struggle forR5
entriesacross IrelandandBritainhurtmajor
championships,withonly fourR5scompeting
regularly in the ITRCand thesame in the
BritishChampionship.

Despite Ireland’s relativesize, it’s still oneof
thebest rallyingcountries in theworld, for roads,
eventquality, numberofentriesper itspopulation
anddefinitely in ‘fever’, a termnowoftenused
todescribehowcool something isbasedon
itshistory, lookornostalgia value.These
column inchescouldeasilybewastedon ITRC
memoriesstartingwithVatanenand finishing
upwithFrenchbreadandAndrewNesbitt.But,
there’snoneed, as theexcitement for this year
isat itspeak.

With theusual suspects like theMoffetts (Sam
andJosh), JonnyGreerandRobertBarrable likely
to return, anumberofWRCregularshave
made theswitch toR5 this year.

For2016 the ITRCvoted tooutlawWRCcars
fromscoringpoints in itsoverall championship,
andwhile the likesofDeclanBoyle,Garry
JenningsandDonaghKelly continued in
WRCsandwinningeventsoverall, itwas
the turnof theR5s towin thechampionship.

However,withBoyle, JenningsandKelly all
staying inWRCs, the ITRC lacked itsprevious
threechampions fighting for the title.While
thecompetition in2016and ’17didn’t suffer,
it couldhavebeena lotbetter.

But, alas,Kelly andBoylehavebothopted
to takeonR5cars for the2019season, and
while Jenningsstillwantsa rulepassed to
allow right-hand-driveR5conversions tobe
eligible, the R5 brigade has added another 
key member in Manus Kelly.

Arguably one of the most surprising and 
impressive drivers in Ireland in recent years, Kelly 
has steered away from regular ITRC competition, 
but has won three Donegal International rallies 
in a row, and winning that event is as big as 
winning the championship in some drivers’ 
opinion. Think winning Le Mans and the World 
Endurance Championship. Similar kind of thing.

Kelly has been so impressive because he only 
does an event or two in warm-up, and then he’s 
bang on the pace come June in Letterkenny. 
That will be tested even further this year as he 
matches up with the likes of the Moffetts, who 
have thousands of miles in R5s under their belts. 

Going back to the lack of R5 entries, a kind 
calendar matchup between the ITRC and BRC 
may help. Desi Henry and David Bogie will at 
least start both championships, opening in 
Galway and the Cambrian respectively, and 
hopefully more will follow that lead as the 
calendars share the West Cork Rally and 
Ulster Rally. The Galloway Hills is usually 
attended by many Irish crews too. 

Lets hope one of the most fever rally 
championships in existence is resurgence-ready. 

TEG LAUNCHES R5/WRC
SKODA SUBARU HYBRID

JACK
BEN
“Irish Tar ser
ready for a 
reboot?”

Dawsonhadalongcompetitioncareeralongsidecarprep

stayedintouch,Iwentouton
lastyear’sNickyGriststages
withthemtolendahandand
wasimmediatelyimpressed
withTom,”saidDawson.“He
wasdrivingacarthatwasnew
tohim,clearlyitwasnotright
withsome‘issues’yethewas
still inthetop20overall.Hewas

extremelyprofessionalwith
feedbackonthecaraswellas
hisobviousnaturalspeed.”

SVPisalsodevelopinga
MiniforDelaneytouseon
MotorsportNewsCircuit
Rallyrounds,anR56Cooper
S.Tomhasdrivenasimilar
caronsprintevents.

‘Skodaru’ based on Fabia R5 shell are in build at TEG Sport

consecutive years, and now has 
the chance to become the first 
driver to do it four times.

“Our intention is to go back 
and defend both titles in a R5 car,” 
he said. 

“We have won Donegal for the 
last three seasons and we could 
potentially win it again. There’s a 

lot of  factors that would need to go 
our way in order for that to happen 
because our fellow competitors 
are capable of  winning it.

“Can we win it again? Of course 
we can. Is it [four wins in a row] 
something we are fixated on? Not 
really, no. We are simply looking 
forward to getting back out again 
and competing in these rallies.

“With family and work pressures 
we really haven’t had the chance 
to sit down and put a package 
together to compete in the Irish 
Tarmac Championship, but we’ll 
definitely be doing some rounds.”

Meanwhile, Donagh Kelly 
got to grips with his new Skoda 
Fabia R5 prior to the Christmas 
break when he organised a brief  
test around a short circuit in the 
Czech car.



John MacCrone
won Mull in 2016

Event launched with John Stone (c) last week at Myerscough College

McRae/Ringer 309 to Stoneleigh
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RALLY NEWS

MULL ORGANISERS
PLANNING 2019 ROUTE

ByJackBenyon

MullRallyorganisersare
proceedingwith a route for the
2019 event, in anticipation that
new laws will be passed in time
to facilitate road-closures
on the island.

The event on the Isle of Mull hasn’t
run since 2016, when a loophole in
existing legislation was discovered
and meant it was nigh-on impossible
to secure event insurance.

The Scottish Government is
attempting to pass new legislation
similar to that of England and Wales,
which would devolve the power to

grant road-closure permits to
the relevant local authority and
Motorsport UK, responsible for
governing the sport in Britain.

A consultation launched by the
Scottish government is open until
the end of January, which allows
people to read the suggested wording
of the law and contact MPs in support
or opposition. The government
will then decide whether to proceed
with the new law.

“We are working on a 2019 route,”
said Iain Campbell, the Wales Rally
GB clerk of the course who helps to
organise the event. “When you’re
working on a Mull route you go in

with a load of ideas but after 49 years
and given the limited roads on the
island there really are only tweaks
to the format that you can achieve.

“The team has been put together.
We’re working on the assumption
that the weekend of October 13 is the
date and there will be a Mull Rally.

“But obviously we’re relying on
the consultation going well and
legislation will be put in the statute
books in time. We’re going forward
with the positivity that it will all
happen. We have letters of support
from the council and police and the
island is crying out for it to return.”

While support from the rallying

community is united behind Mull’s
comeback, the island also appears
eager to have it return. Aside from
the Mull Music Festival, the rally
is the biggest event of the year and
has a financial impact on the island,
which has under 3000 residents.

“There’s the atmosphere and
excitement, but you can be quite
cold-hearted about it as well and say
the lack of the event has a massive
financial impact,” added Campbell.

“Not only from the week of the
rally but the reconnaissance visits
through the year as well. It’s the
kind of cash flow that can keep
people going until Easter.”

TheNorthWestStageswaslaunched
last week, confirming the event will 
feature 35-miles of  closed-road stages 
in its new format. 

The popular event, previously based 
in Blackpool, has taken advantage of  new 
laws making it easier to obtain closed-
road permits to compete on public roads. 

Now based out of  Myerscough College 
near Garstang, which will host service 
and scrutineering, the event will feature 
50 stage miles in the Borough of Wyre 
to the east and west of  the event base.

Event sponsor and Ford Fiesta RS 

WRCdriverJohnStonewasamongthose
offering passenger rides at the mediaday,
with motorbike legend John McGuinness
on hand to provide his thoughts on the
March 23 event’s new format.

“We have worked closely with Wyre
Council having previously run 
Special Stages on the council-owned 
Fleetwood Waterfront,” said event 
director Dave Read. 

“ We are confident the rally will bring 
significant levels of  income to the 
area at what is a relatively quiet time 
in tourism terms.’’

Photos: Songasport, pro-rally.co.uk, mcklein-imagedatabase.com, LAT

Event is pressing on in
anticipation of new laws
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North West Stages gets 35 closed-road stage miles

Over 200 sign-up for 
Peugeot Challenge event
Almost 200 people have signed up to the 
Peugeot Challenge 30th anniversary 
event being held alongside Race Retro 
at Stoneleigh Park.

The series – in various guises – 
helped launch the careers of  Richard 
Burns, Jonny Milner, Kevin Furber, 
Mark and David Higgins and Kris 
Meeke, and began with the 309 and 
205-based Challenge in 1989. 

Due to over subscription, the event 
has had to move, now taking part at the 
Kenilworth Ramada on February 23. 

As well as the evening meal – which 
will hold a number of  tables dedicated 
to the likes of  Burns and many of  its 
champions – cars will be displayed 
in the halls at Race Retro, while the 
rally stage run by Rallying with Group 
B will feature period machinery. 

Already confirmed for the event is 
Colin McRae’s 309, which he used in 
1988 as the Challenge format was 
trialled, Furber’s RAC Rally 205 Group 
A car and Justin Dale’s British Junior 
Championship-winning 106 Super 1600. 
Original championship co-ordinator 
Keith Baud and his successor Stella 
Boyles also join the event. MN is 
expecting to reveal a number of  the 
key attendees in next week’s issue. 

For further information on the event, 
contact Kevin Furber on 07850 732867.

Wearden/Agnew won 
the Ulster Rally in 1999

Former British Rally 
Championship frontrunner 
Neil Wearden will compete in 
his second rally in 10 years for 
the revamped North West 
Stages, which includes closed-
road tests this year. 

Wearden, most famous for his 
exploits in a Vauxhall Astra in 
the BRC’s infamous F2 era, will 
drive a one-off  Hyundai built 
for Wales Rally GB in 2014.

The North West Stages – 
slated for March 23 – launched 
with a media day at Myerscough 
College last week, and has taken 
advantage of  new laws which 
make it easier for events to 
obtain road-closure permits. 

“One of  the stages is two miles 
from my front door, so I couldn’t
 let it happen without being a part 
of  it,” explained Wearden, who 
stopped competing full-time at 
the end of  the 2001 WRC season. 

“I still have itchy feet. This has 

relit the fire. We’ve bought a 
car and we’ll see how we get on. 
We’re just so busy with our little 
family business.”

The Hyundai Wearden will 
use was built by notorious 
F2-preparation ace Steve 
Black’s 586 Sport for Oliver 
Marriage to use on Wales Rally 
GB. It features a 1.6-litre engine 
producing around 180bhp, with 
power going to the front wheels. 

“It probably looks a lot faster 
than it is, it’s only got 180bhp, 
but we’ve done a few tests in it 
now and I’m really happy with 
it,” added Wearden.

“I finished my career in WRC 
stuff  and then went back to Mk2 
Escorts, but deep down, from my 
career, it is front-wheel-drive I’ve 
had the most success in.”

Wearden will be co-driven 
on the event by Callum Cross, 
while period F2 co-driver Trevor 
Agnew will help with logistics. 

Wearden to make rally return in a Hyundai 



Double North West Sports/Saloon 
champion Joe Spencer gained 
some useful experience ahead of 
his 2019 750 Motor Club Bikesports 
campaign by winning both of the 
Sports Car races at Mallory Park 
on the British Racing and Sports 
Car Club Boxing Day meeting in 
a newly-acquired Radical PR6.

The Leicestershire driver won the 
regional title in 2015 and 2017, and a 
campaign in the 750MC competition – 
aboard a Spire – was mooted for 2018. 
“We’ve still got the Spire in build,” 
explained the 23-year-old. “We’ve got 
this car [the ex-Phil Cooper race-winning 
PR6] as a bit of  a benchmark. I have 
never driven a car with downforce 
before so I thought if  I got the Radical I 
would know roughly what it should feel 
like so we could set the Spire up. Then 
we can work out which one to go with.”

With only one trackday under his belt 
before Mallory, Spencer entered the 
Plum Pudding races late and thus lined 
up on the back of  the grid for the opener. 
However, he gave himself  an additional 
penalty. “I wasn’t even ready,” he said. 
“I was still fiddling about with the lap 
timer when the lights went out.” 

In spite of  starting his race several 
seconds late, Spencer was up to seventh by 
the end of  the opening lap and second by 
lap three. He then set about diminishing 
the advantage of  the other Radical on the 
grid, Dave Porter’s SR3 RS, which had 
started from pole position. 

What had been a seven-second gap was 
virtually nothing five laps later, and the 
two Radicals went either side of  the slower 

Caterham of Tristan Judge on Kirkby 
Straight. At the entrance to Gerard’s 
they touched – each driver pointing the 
finger at the other – and while Spencer 
continued, Porter traversed the grass. 
Such was his advantage that he retained 
second, and only the Lotus Exige-bodied, 
Radical-chassised car of  Paul Woolfitt 
also finished on the lead lap. 

A late spin for the Ariel Atom of Darren 
Edmonds at Lake Esses handed fourth to 
Woolfitt’s brother Jon, in a Hayabusa-
engined MK Indy. The top five finished 
in the same order in race two, minus 
Paul Woolfitt, who didn’t take the start.

Andy Thompson did the double in 
the Saloon Car contests, which boasted 
a healthy 26-car entry. Steve Barnard, 
who won one of  the races a year ago in 
his spaceframe Audi TT, took the lead 
from Rich Hockley’s Honda Civic 
at Gerard’s Bend at the start, with 
Thompson’s SEAT Toledo soon 
following. Barnard was still ahead when 
he spun at the exit of  the Esses on lap 
five, rejoining in eighth and providing 
Thompson with a straightforward 
passage to victory. Barnard recovered 
to second – taking Hockley again at the 
Esses on lap 11 – and was initially shown 
the chequered flag and, with no timing 
in operation, classified first before the 
result was amended. Behind Hockley 
came Tony Haberman’s Volkswagen 
Beetle and Jacob Carter’s Civic. 

Later, the race finished with the 
same top two but Adam Chamberlain’s 
Vauxhall Astra VXR – which had 
started on pole position due to a partially 
reversed grid – completed the podium.

Second triumph in a row for Turner and Anthony at the Gareth Robertsmemorial event at Pembrey
TURNER IS THE MASTER WITH JAFFA WINS

Mighty Mini man McGonigle

MALLORY PARK: BRSCC BY IAN SOWMAN                                                  DECEMBER 26
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Sports Cars
Races 1 & 2: Joe Spencer 
(Radical PR6)

Saloon Cars
Races 1 & 2: Andy 
Thompson (SEAT Toledo)

WINNERS

SUPER SPENCER’S LATE 
ENTRY  REWARDED 

RALLY REPORTS

RACING REPORT

Jaffa Stages Rally  
By Simon Gronow

Organiser: Carmarthen MC When: December 30, 2018 Where: Welsh 
Motorsports Centre, Pembrey Stages: 5 Starters: 68

On a day of mixed weather conditions, 
Phil Turner/Simon Anthony adapted 
best of the full entry to win the Jaffa 
Stages in their Mitsubishi Lancer E9 
for the second year running. 

After making a steady start, the pair 
upped their pace as the day wore on – 
getting used to a new paddleshift gearbox  
– and won the event by 32 seconds. 

Forest regulars Gavin Edwards and 
Caron Tomlinson pushed Turner hard 
on a rare Tarmac outing before settling 
for the runners-up spot in their Ford 
EscortMk2.WilliamMains/Arfon
Griffithsputinthedriveof theday

to finish third in their Vauxhall Nova.
Fastest on the first stage were 

Jamie Jukes/James Morgan, who were 
quickest by 21 seconds in their Mitsubishi 
Mirage, but their joy was short-lived as a 
stage two puncture dropped them out of  
contention. Jukes carried on, before 
gearbox issues curtailed his day on SS4. 

Mains/Griffiths jumped to third after 
ahost of  retirements on stage four, 

including gearbox failure for Roger 
Thomas/James Williams. 

Tom Barber/Ioan Lloyd lost time with 
a stage three spin and went off  on SS4 
in their BMW Compact but took fourth, 
ahead of  Peter Barrett/Robert Thomas 
in their Escort Mk2 after a long lay-off. 
Rounding out the top six was first-time 
pairing of  road rally class winners 
Rhodri Evans/Ian Taylor.

Results
1 Phil Turner/Simon Anthony (Mitsubishi Lancer E9) 51m 45s;
2 Gavin Edwards/Caron Tomlinson (Ford Escort Mk2) +32s;
3 William Mains/Arfon Griffiths (Vauxhall Nova); 4 Tom Barber/Ioan
Lloyd (BMW Compact); 5 Peter Barrett/Robert Thomas (Escort
Mk2); 6 Rhodri Evans/Ian Taylor (Escort Mk2); 7 Mike Roberts/
Hefin Jenkins (Escort Mk2); 8 Jim Munden/Danny Hutchins
(Subaru Impreza); 9 Ellis Belton/Michael Jones (Escort Mk2);
10 Josh Jones/Craig Jones (Peugeot 205).
Class winners: Mains/Griffiths; Sean Jones/Elliott Roberts
(Mazda MX-5); Roberts/Jenkins; Edwards/Tomlinson; Barber/Lloyd;
Munden/Hutchins; Evans/Taylor.

MiniTempestDeepcut
ByIanHarden

Organisers:SuttonandCheamMC/CravenMCWhen:
December29 Where:DeepcutBarracks,SurreyStages:8
Starters:38

JordanReynoldsandco-driver
PeredurDaviesputtheirFord
FiestaR2T’snimblehandlingto
good use to win the Mini Tempest 
Rally against a host of  higher-
powered machinery. 

Deepcut’s asphalt surface 
was dry but with muddy 
patches, which soon caught out 
frontrunner Pete Rayner; he 
hugely overshot a hairpin left 
on SS1. This handed the lead to 
Reynolds and the Fiesta driver 
worked hard to extend his 
advantage. He went fastest on 
six stages in a row and marshals 
reported he looked noticeably 
quicker than anyone else, 
particularly exiting tight corners. 

By contrast, Rayner often had to 

TurkeyRun
ByWilliamNeill

Organisers:MaidenCityMCWhen:December29,2018
Where:Ballykelly,CountyLondonderryStages:5
Starters:75

Leadingfromthestartbutwith
anarrowthree-secondmargin
atthefinish,JosephMcGonigle,
whowassufferingwithflu,won
the Turkey Run for the second 
time in a row in a Mini John 
Cooper Works WRC.

For Galway co-driver Sean 
Hassett, it was his first win. 
From the off  the duo set the pace, 
winning the 6.6-mile opener by 2s. 

On the repeat both Alan 
Carmichael and Desi Henry 
set equal fastest times, moving 
Carmichael’s Hyundai i20 R5 
into the joint lead with McGonigle.

On the 6.2-mile long SS3, 
McGonigle broke away by 4s. 
The gap remained after SS4 and 
then Carmichael took a second 
back on the 2.9-mile SS5 to finish 

second,keepingtheSkodaFabia 
R5of Henryfromrunners-up spot.

BarryMorrishadwonthe
DogleapRallyatthesame
venueinAugustinhisfather’s 
DarrianT90GTR.Backtohis 
morefamiliarFordEscortMk2, 
atop-threefinishwasaminute 
away.Hewas,though,thefirst 
two-wheel-drivehome.

Conor McCrossan jumped 
from 12th on SS1 to fifth, ahead 
of  Trevor McConnell. McCrossan
was 3s from matching Morris 
but 9s up on McConnell at the 
end. Amy Cox was seventh and 
Scottish visitor Nigel Feeney 
overcame spins in eighth.
Results
1 Joseph McGonigle/Sean Hassett (Mini John Cooper 
Works WRC) 31m31s; 2 Alan Carmichael/Jordan McCaw
(Hyundai i20 R5) +3s; 3 Desi Henry/Mark Henry (Skoda
Fabia R5); 4 Barry Morris/Declan Campbell (Ford Escort 
Mk2); 5 Conor McCrossan/Niall O’Kane (Fabia S2000); 
6 Trevor McConnell/Dean O’Sullivan (Mitsubishi Lancer 
E6); 7 Amy Cox/Caron McCormack (Fabia S2000); 
8 Nigel Feeney/Paula Swinscoe (Mini WRC); 9 James 
Leckey/David Kerr (Subaru Impreza); 10 Niall Henry/
Damien Duffin (Lancer E9).

fighthisEscort’swaywardback
end and lost further time. By SS5 
the stage surface had cleared 
properly and speeds rose. But 
Reynolds cemented victory with 
a flourish on SS8, setting his 
seventh fastest time of the day.

Rayner suffered further minor 
overshoots but was rewarded 
with the runner-up spot and the 
Shawn Rayner Trophy as the top 
Ford Escort driver. Guy Wigley, 
third, drove sensibly throughout 
but had grip problems, 
particularly on a downhill section 
to a mid-stage hairpin-right. 
He remained ahead of  a massive 
scrap for Class B honours between 

MatthewOckendon/VickyBarry
(Peugeot 205) and Neville Hudd/
Adam Quinn (Vauxhall Nova). 
Never more than five seconds 
apart, Ockendon overhauled 
his rival on SS5 and took fourth 
place by four seconds.
Results
1 Jordan Reynolds/Peredur Davies (Ford Fiesta R2T) 
36m10s; 2 Pete Rayner/Aron Rayner (Ford Escort Mk2) 
+18s; 3 Guy Wigley/Shaun Layland (Escort Mk2); 4 
Matthew Ockendon/Vicky Barry (Peugeot 205); 5 Neville 
Hudd/Adam Quinn (Vauxhall Nova); 6 Darrell Taylor/Steve 
McNulty (Mitsubishi Lancer E10); 7 Anthony Green/Mike 
Wilcox (Escort Mk2); 8 David Edmunds/Dom Jeans 
(Lancer E5); 9 Wayne Larbalestier/Sarah Parrish (Lancer 
E3); 10 Ian Mundell/Dale Gordon (Citroen C2). 
Class winners: Matt Endean/Suze Endean (Nissan 
Micra), Ockendon/Barry, Kevin Hall/Nick Taylor (Escort 
Mk2), Green/Wilcox, Taylor/McNulty. 

Class winners:  Joel Eakin/Eathan McColgan 
(Peugeot 106); Henry/Duffin; Ronnie McConnell/Rachel 
McConnell (Nissan Micra); Marty Gallagher/Rosalynn 
Patton (Peugeot 208 R2); Janice Magee/Harry Johnston 
(Escort Mk2); Morris/Campbell; Thomas Maxwell/
Harry White (Ford Focus); Carmichael/McCaw; 
McGonigle/Hassett; Cox/McCormack; Stephen 
McFerran/James McKeefry (Escort Mk2); Martin 
McCormack/Laura Conlon (Escort Mk2).

Photos: William Neill, rallygallery.co.uk
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Spencer (4) was distracted 
at the start but still won

Reynolds beat faster cars

Incredible overall 
win for Reynolds 

Flu-ridden McGonigle wins Turkey Run



FEATURE

WHAT WE’RE LOOKING 
FORWARD TO IN 2019

MN’s writers pick out the series, events and results they’d most like to see this year
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ALONSO WINNING
THE INDY 500

MONTE CARLO RALLY

MORE COMMON SENSE
FROM MOTORSPORT UK

LESS RACE WINNERS
IN THE BTCC

There is only one thing left on 
Fernando Alonso’s tick list. The two-
time F1 champion has conquered Le 
Mans, tasted the champagne at the 
Monaco Grand Prix and now there 
is just the Brickyard to vanquish.

He came agonisingly close on 
his first attempt in 2017 with the 
Andretti Autosport-run, McLaren-
entered machine. He led for 27 laps, 
and was in the leading pack with 
21 laps to run when the Honda 
engine went pop.

This year he will be back for 
another shot. It will be a big ask 
because the Indycar he will drive 
will be a different beast from the 
previous car he has handled. 
Less aero means the cars are 
more tricky to contend with and 
even some of the experienced US 
racers were caught out in 2018. 

If  the Spaniard can conquer the 
Indy 500, he will cement his place 
among the motorsport legends 
that he so craves (and deserves). MJ

There’s so much to look forward to 
in the World Rally Championship 
this season, so many firsts. First 
time in Chile. Sebastien Ogier’s 
first time in a Citroen C3 WRC. Kris 
Meeke’s first time competing for 
Toyota. Kris Meeke’s first time 
driving a Yaris WRC in anger. Kris 
Meeke’s first time competing with 

Seb Marshall. Seb Marshall’s first 
time co-driving for Kris Meeke. 
Kris Meeke’s first time driving in 
a white, black and red racesuit… 
but it’s not all about Kris Meeke.

Year after year I count the days 
until events like Sweden, Finland, 
Wales and Monte Carlo’s often 
overlooked. And that’s wrong. 

The Monte’s one of  my absolute 
favourites. I love the winter (great 
jumper-wearing potential) and 
I love the mountains (you’re lost 
without a jumper at altitude) 
and this year there are so many 
questions to be answered and so 
many gambles to be taken on round 
one. Jumpers packed, can’t wait. DE

Sure, the cream always rises to 
the top in the British Touring Car 
Championship. It would be hard 
to argue against any of  the recent 
contests, including last year’s, 
when Colin Turkington claimed 
the spoils despite only taking one 
victory from the 30 races.

Last year, there was a dizzying 
roulette of  race victors, which 
resulted in 17 individuals who 
scaled the top step of  the rostrum.

It meant it was hard to find a story 
line through the weekends and 
even more so from meeting to 
meeting. Each episode of the
championship struggled to bear
relation to the previous.

The BTCC has several factors
designed to keep the action close

Last year was a great start for the new 
regime at Motorsport UK led by David 
Richards and latterly joined by Hugh 
Chambers. The body became much 
more fleet-of-foot, able to make quick 
decisions based on common sense, 
something whichhasn’talwaysbeen
the case with the o

A rebrand – cha
name and logo– m
costly, but what it
is an organisation
wants to stimulat
grassroots partici

and become more customer-focused. 
We’ve already seen examples of  the 

removal of  burdening regulations, and 
the introduction of  a discount scheme 
for many retailers as part of  signing up 
for a Motorsport UK licence. An ongoing 
reviewintosafetyand a look at bustling 

ng calendars which 
g entries too thin are 
s on the 2019 agenda. 
s (left) has his feet 
table, 2019 could be a 
ear for UK grassroots 
sport. JB

ItwasnottheearlyChristmaspresent
anyone was wanting. The news that 2019 
will be the final season of the Renault UK 
Clio Cup was met with disappointment. 

There have been some brilliant races 
over the years and wouldn’t it be great 
if  things could end with a bang and 
we have a memorable final season?

Being realistic, there are concerns 
over entry levels as a number of  top 

driversfromlastyearprogressonto
new series. But it would be great if  some 
stars of  the past return to help give the 
championship a fitting send-off.

Regardless of  grid size, one event 
I’m particularly looking forward to 
is Knockhill. Not since 2015 have the 
Clios visited the Scottish venue and 
with it often providing spectacular 
racing it should be a special event. SL

and the points situation even closer. 
Reversed grids, option tyres and 
success ballast all mean the topsy-
turvy series was sometimes too
unpredictable. Things have changed
in terms of the ballast for this season
in an effort to make the picture a
lot clearer. MJ

THRILLING CLIO CUP FINALE
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MULL RALLY

HSCC AT ANGLESEY

FORMULA FORD FESTIVAL

I’m taking a bit of  a punt here, but if  
the stars align over Holyrood we’ll be 
back making the best possible use of  
the inner Hebrides’ second largest 
island this October. Mull. Love it.

The last two years have been pretty 
painful for fans of  rallying on the 
Scottish island. Yes, there’s been the 

Targa event and that’s all been very 
interesting. But it’s nothing, nothing, 
like watching a Calum Duffy barking 
his way through Calgary Bay or a Paul 
MacKinnon tearing up the Lochs in 
a space age Mk2.

But Mull’s about more than just 
man and machine against some of  

the gnarliest black top in the known 
universe. It’s about scallops from the 
fish and chip van on Main Street or 
keeping out the cold with a wee dram in 
the Mish on a damp, autumn evening.

Mull’s all about… well, Mull. 
So, politicians of  Scotland, sort 

yourselvesoutandmakeithappen.DE

Someof thebestracesI’veseenin
recentyearshavebeentheBritish
Formula4slipstreamersaround
Thruxton.Single-seatercontests
attheHampshirespeedbowlarea
sure-firerecipeforexcitement,with
thehigh-speednatureof thetrack
mixedwithheavybrakingzones
giving plenty of  opportunities for 
excitement. And, as one of  the few 
slicks and wings categories that get 
chance to compete at the venue, the 

BritishF4racesareusuallyspecial.
Andthisyearwe’reinforareal

treat.Asideeffectof thedemiseof
RockinghamwastheBritishTouring
CarChampionship’sdecisiontovisit
Thruxtontwicein2019.Andthat
meanstherewillbesixBritishF4
contestsatthevenue.Giventheclose
nature of  the races, and the propensity 
for collisions, that may leave series 
bosses a little worried but for the 
spectators, it should be brilliant. SL

BRITISH F4 AT THRUXTON

Much was made of the new-for-2019
all-female W Series when it was
announced last year and even 
now opinions remain divided.

Is it creating more opportunity 

giving it their backing. A total prize 
fund of $1.5 million [£1.1 million] with 
the winner of  the category earning 
$500,000 [£390,000] isn’t to be sniffed 
at either. All six rounds will support 

Many rally fans will have to wait until 
late November for the highlight event 
of  the season, the 2019 Roger Albert 
Clark Rally. Five days across England, 
Wales and Scotland for the biggest 
ever entry and 300 stage miles make 
this an absolute must-do rally for 
anyone who likes forest action.

I can safely predict that it will be the 
highlight of  my year as the entry list 
already contains over 160 crews. Sure, 
there will be a fair dropout rate over the 

next 11 months, but a start list of  around 
130 crews seems entirely probable. 
There is quality to match the quantity.

It all kicks off  at Brightwells 
in Leominster on the Thursday 
(November 21) and the elated finishers 
will cross the line near Carlisle on 
Monday afternoon. In between will 
be epic stages, fantastic action and an 
unrivalled atmosphere for competitors, 
service crews, marshals and spectators. 
My hotels are already booked. PL

ROGER ALBERT CLARK RALLY

I’ve long thought the 
spectacular Anglesey 
circuit in North Wales 
deserved a good historic 
race meeting on its calendar, 
so the news that the Historic 
Sports Car Club will be 
visiting in July is excellent.

I don’t get to Anglesey often 
enough but it is worth the 
trip. The fantastic backdrop 
of  sea and mountains, a 
smooth and wide track, 
flowing corners and more 
than ample run-off  make it 
ideal for historic cars and the 
announcement of  the July 
13/14 HSCC date has been met 
with widespread approval.

Sure, for those based in 
the south-east, it is quite a 
haul, but probably no longer 
than a trip to Croft. 

Two days of  racing will 
feature many of the HSCC’s 
categories including 
Historic Formula Ford and 
the Derek Bell Trophy. The 
club is working on plans to 
make it a special occasion 
and, if  the weather gods 
are onside, it should be a 
cracking weekend. PL

Writing this, it seems like last year’s 
Formula Ford Festival has only 
just finished and it’s a depressing 
thought that it’s another nine 
months until the 48th running 
of  the world-famous event.

But it will be worth the wait as 
it almost never fails to entertain, 
producing some of the best and 
closest racing national motorsport 
has to offer.

Last year’s race was decided on the 
very last lap as three drivers – Niall 
Murray, Ollie White and eventual 
winner Josh Smith – battled for the 
lead in a terrific scrap. Up to that 
point the racing had been frenetic as 
usual in the heats and semi-finals.

As if  that October weekend isn’t 
going to produce enough Formula 
Ford 1600 action, just a week later 
there’s the Walter Hayes Trophy 
on the Silverstone National layout.

Put simply, Autumn can’t come 
soon enough. SM

There’s not a single series that 
can lay claim to nurturing as 
much talent in British rallying 
as the Peugeot Challenge, 
admittedlyin its many forms, and 
in 2019 it is 30 years since the first.

The year before it was 
inaugurated, legendary Peugeot 
team boss Des O’Dell tested the 
formula on three drivers, one of  
them being Colin McRae, while 
Richard Burns, Jonny Milner, 
David and Mark Higgins, Kevin 
Furber, Mark Fisher and Kris 
Meeke all won or competed in 
the challenge in various forms. 

Static and moving displays 
will run alongside Race Retro 
at Stoneleigh Park on February 
23 – a former Peugeot favourite 
for testing – while an evening 
meal will take place at the 
Woodside Hotel where the 
likes of  Henri Toivonen inked 
their Peugeot contracts.

I’m sure MN will be celebrating 
the history of  this great series 
through the year, and I can’t 
wait to hear some of  the stories 
unearthed. A welcome spadeful 
of  nostalgia. JB

CELEBRATION 
OF THE PEUGEOT 
CHALLENGE

W SERIES
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AUTOSPORT SHOW

T
here are so many
opportunities
at the start of a
fresh motorsport 
season, and those 
chances are never 
more apparent 

than in the halls of  the National 
Exhibition Centre in Birmingham. 
Autosport International is where 
it all kicks off, and this week the 
prospects start to become a reality.

As fans walk around the show, all 
the promise of  the season ahead comes 
into sharp focus, and the promises are 
many: just remember, no one has been 
beaten in the first week of  January so 
the hyperbole can go into overdrive. 

The stars will be out in force in 
Birmingham. Formula 1 driver 
Lando Norris, one of  Britain’s latest 
grand prix prospects, will be out to 
meet the fans along with McLaren 
team-mate Carlos Sainz. Sky Sports 
F1 presenters Simon Lazenby, Johnny 
Herbert and Karun Chandhok will 
also be on hand, all to be grilled by 
central stage presenter Alan Hyde.

Stars from all disciplines will be 
grilled, along with myriad stands 
and vendors to explore. The opening 
two days, Thursday and Friday, are xty years of the iconic Mini will be a

designated trade days while Saturday 
and Sunday will be open to the general 
public and autograph hunters alike. 

WRC on centre stage
Perhaps one of  the most exciting 
parts of  the show will be the Super 
Saturday launch of the World 
Rally Championship.

The wraps came off  the top-flight 
rallying campaign at Autosport 
International in 2018 during the 
opening day, the trade day on Thursday. 
However, in an effort to reach out to 
the fans, the reveal has been switched 
to Saturday this time around.

All of  the WRC’s main players will 
be there: defending teams’ champion 
Toyota will attend with its driver 
line-up of  Ott Tanak and Jari-Matti 
Latvala, along with new recruit Kris 
Meeke. Meeke is likely to be a huge 
draw for the home crowd.

But Meeke is not alone as M-Sport 
will be represented with Ford Fiesta 
driver Elfyn Evans, while world 
champion Sebastien Ogier will be 
on hand to talk about his prospects 
on his return to the Citroen fold. 

Hyundai completes the line-up of  
marques that will officially launch 
their attacks before heading out to 

Monte Carlo for the beginning of  
the new campaign. 

F1 Racing’s on parade
Thanks to MN’s sister title F1 Racing, 
Autosport International offers fans 
the chance to get closer to modern 
day grand prix cars than even at the 
British Grand Prix at Silverstone. 

Situated in Hall 2, the machines will 
spark the excitement for the season 
ahead, and a special dedicated stage 
will deliver some of F1’s inside stories 
to the audience. 

There are further F1 delights as part 
of  the Motorsport Images display in 
Hall 1, where Jackie Stewart’s March 
701, which the Scot took to victory in the 
1970 Spanish Grand Prix, can be found. 

That will help highlight the vast 
23-million strong image archive that 
Motorsport Images has, and 25 limited 
edition prints will be on show to the 
fans – all of  which can be purchased. 

Rumblers assemble
Members of  the Historic Sport Car 
Club will doff  their collective caps 
to 50 years of  Formula 5000 at 
Autosport International.

Some of the most iconic cars from 
the category’s history will be gathered 

attheNECandplentyof starsfrom
F5000’s history will be on hand to offer 
recollections of  some of the most 
fearsome cars to take to the circuits. 

Among the cars on show include the 
1970 ex-Mike Hailwood Surtees TS8 
and a former  Peter Gethin McLaren 
M10B from 1971.

The championship first came to the 
UK in 1969 and featured a number of  
works cars from leading manufacturers. 
The age range of  chassis on display at 
Autosport International ranges from a 
1969 Lola to a 1975 Lola.

More iconic cars will be going under 
the hammer at the Silverstone Auctions 

in-house sale. Among them will be a 
rare MG Metro 6R4, which was 
originally owned by Williams Grand 
Prix Engineering and spent much of  
the time at the Williams Conference 
Centre, and is expected to fetch in the 
region of  £200,000. The Group B-spec 
car has only covered 175 miles and it is 
one of  only 200 cars built at the time. 

Virtual is real
Esports is one of  the fastest growing 
areas of  motor racing, and round 
four of  the Le Mans Esports Series 
will be a feature of  Sunday afternoon 
in Birmingham.

Billy Monger was one of the stars of the Live Action Arena in 2018, and he will be in the spotlight again
Get up close and personal to
some spectacular F1 race cars

Engineering skills will be displayed

IT’SSHOW
It is time to point the car towards Birmingham to go and fire up the enthusiasm levels ahead of th
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Gaming fans will be well catered for at Autosport International with the LMESa main features of the Live Action Arena

Ten of the participants have been 
selected with pre-qualifying before 
the weekend, but two final spots will 
be determined at the show before the 
big showdown on Sunday.

In a 12-simulator line-up, next to the 
dedicated World Endurance Championship 
stand at the NEC, the two-hour final on 
Sunday will be the climax of the event.

Winners will go through to the final, 
which will take place at Le Mans in 
the summer. 

Love it live
It will be the year of  the Mini as the 
original pocket rocket will celebrate 

60 years in 2019, and the party gets 
started at the Live Action Arena at 
the Autosport Show. 

The diminutive car will be put 
through its paces while Sky Sports 
F1 commentator David Croft and 
vloggers Shmee150 and Miss Emma 
Walsh call the action.  

As well as a selection of  cars from 
across motorsport, inspirational racer 
Billy Monger, who lost his legs after a 
single-seater accident at Donington 
Park in 2017, will take part in the fun. 
He will perform a demonstration in his 
Carlin-run BRDC F3 car, which he took 
to four podiums in the 2018 campaign. 

Engineering is key
One of  the most fascinating parts 
of  Autosport International is the 
Engineering show, which will take 
place on Thursday and Friday. 

More than 250 specialist companies 
will showcase the latest technological 
products with awards to be collected 
for the most stand-out performers.

Alongside that, the Performance 
and Tuning Car show will feature 
an array of  supercars and exotic 
performance machines. 

It is also a must-see destination 
for those who enjoy taking car 
modification seriously.  

WTIME
he new motor racing season at Autosport International. Matt James looks ahead to the event

The wraps will come off the World Rally Championship season at Autosport, and fans will be able to meet all of the stars

A rare Williams-owned MG Metro 6R4 will be going under the hammer at the NEC this weekend

UK tin-top cars and stars to headline Kwikfit display
One of the major attractions at Autosport 
International will be the Kwikfit British 
Touring Car Championship feature, 
which is presented by Motorsport News.

The special will be in Hall 2 (stand number 
2580) with a number of  cars ready for combat 
in 2019 on display and numerous stars of  
the category will be available.

Autograph sessions and selfie sessions 
with various racers will be held on the 
public days on Saturday and Sunday. 

Champions Andrew Jordan, Matt Neal, 
Ash Sutton, Colin Turkington and 2018 
IndependentstitleholderTomIngramwill
allbe poppingbytolookaheadtothenew

season. Ingram and Speedworks 
Motorsport team boss Christian Dick 
will be on hand to discuss the potential 
for the new Team Toyota GB Corolla, 
which will make its debut in the category 
at Brands Hatch in April this year.

AmDTuning.com will reveal its new 
livery for 2019 for the two Honda Civic 
Type Rs it will run for Sam Tordoff  and 
Rory Butcher on Thrusday, and Ciceley 
Motorsport will take the wraps off  the 
colour scheme of  Daniel Rowbottom’s 
Mercedes-Benz A-Class, along with 
the first glimpse of the 2019 Power
Maxed Racing Vauxhall Astra.

BTCC cars 
will headline

PREVIEW
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THE HARD PATH TO FESTIVAL GLORY
Oldfield Motorsport has become one of the leading teams in Formula Ford, as Stefan Mackley found out

S
peak to almost 
anyone in the 
UK’s Formula 
Ford paddocks 
and they’ll state 
that to win the 
Festival you need 

the perfect combination of  car 
and driver on the day, as well 
as a little bit of  luck.

After seven years of  trying Oldfield 
Motorsport finally put all three 
together in 2018 as it became the 
newest team to win arguably the 
most coveted prize in FF1600 racing.

It’s an ambition that founder 
James Oldfield has been striving 
towards since he created his team 
in 2012, during which time hard 
work and perseverance has allowed 
Oldfield Motorsport to already 
become one of  the leading outfits 
in the FF1600 paddock.

It’s come a long way since a Van 
Diemen RF92 was used as its first car.

Oldfield, who was still working 
at Formula 3 frontrunners Team 
West-Tec as a number one mechanic, 
acquired the blue car from Medina 
Sport in 2011 after being inspired by 
watching Michael Vergers drive one 
at the Walter Hayes Trophy.

“Vergers was running in the top 
three and I didn’t understand how he 
could stick it up there against Gavin 
Wills and Peter Dempsey [in newer 
machinery],”saysOldfield,wholast

season also worked for Arden’s 
Formula 4 team as a mechanic to 
Dennis Hauger. “So I decided when 
I got the money my first car was 
going to be a Van Diemen RF92 to 
find out why it was such a good car.”

Car acquired, he enlisted the 
help of  Formula Ford stalwart 
Stuart Gough whose dad, Andy, 
and grandad had competed against 
Oldfield’s dad, Peter, and grandad 
for several decades in rallying.

The team’s first race was a 
Champion of Brands meeting in 2012,
where Gough took a promising third.

“I jumped in the car at the 
Champion of Brands and that was 
just a shakedown,” recalls Gough.

“The cars don’t come with a guide 
on how to make them quick and the 
RF92 was obviously an older car 
but James went in with the 
ambition to do the Festival.”

The team ended the year with 
a sensational runner-up spot in 
that year’s Festival, but problems 
attracting drivers for the following 
season threatened to halt what 
had been a promising start for 
Oldfield Motorsport.

Oldfield says: “When I wasn’t able 
to get customer drivers because 
they think ‘who the hell is Oldfield 
Motorsport?’ That’s been the hardest
time for me over the last six years.

“Now we have become a bit more 
establishedbutIwouldsaythe

The success of Josh Smith with 
Oldfield Motorsport is proof 
once again that the Formula 
Ford category can still be 
relevant in a driver’s career.

A race winner in British 
Formula 4 during 2015, Smith 
suffered from a lack of budget 
and made the move into Formula 
Ford in ’16.

But he’s now joined McLaren 
Automotive’s driver development 

programme, and considers his 
time in FF1600 with help from 
James Oldfield as making him 
a better driver.

“In Formula 4 you have 
obviously got big slick tyres  
and a bit of aero, but with 
Formula Ford there’s no room 
for that,” says the 19-year-old. 

“There’s nothing to mask it 
[your driving]. Your car set-up 
skills have to be massive to hit 

the nail on the head because 
there’s so little power, every 
ounce counts.

“The biggest thing was car 
set-up between me and James, 
we put our heads together to 
nail it.

“It was a massive learning 
curve and I didn’t see it as a 
step back. I learnt a hell of a 
lot as a driver and I don’t regret 
doing it for one second.”

Smith securesMcLaren Automotive development drive thanks to FF1600

Smith (centre) has moved into GTs after learning a lot in Formula Ford

Oldfield Motorsport’s first two cars, Van Diemen RF92s

Smith claims Festival 
victory, but only just

winter of  2013 and a little bit of  2014 
[was the hardest time].”

Gough returned to race for the 
squad in 2014, which soon acquired 
a black RF92 to run a two-car 
operation. Success quickly followed 
as they took the British Racing and 
Sports Car Club’s Triple Crown and 
Northern title, with the National 
crown going down to the wire.

Despite a collision with title rival 
James Raven at the final round at 
Anglesey, Gough and Oldfield 
Motorsport came through to win 
the title by just five points.

“I really wanted to have a crack 
at the championship so I said 
‘let’s start the season and see how 
it goes’,” recalls Gough.

“He [Oldfield] got these cars 
working so they were quick 
everywhere. He did something 
that was unexpected.

“I think we probably did catch 
people, maybe not off  guard 

because they knew what I was 
capable of, but the fact we were 
so fast I think.

“Our reliability and consistency 
were key. The car was faultless 
and the team was faultless. It was 
definitely the best season I’ve had.”

In just the team’s second full 
season of racing it had taken 
National honours, beating FF1600 
veteran teams and drivers.

More wins followed over the 
following seasons but the coveted 
Festival victory still eluded the 
team, despite securing two third 
places (2014, ’15), fourth with Josh 
Smith (2017) and a fifth (2016) during 
that time.

It wasn’t for a lack of  trying 
though as at the end of  2015 both 
RF92s were put up for sale and in 
their place eventually came the 
more modern Van Diemen JL16 
and JL13.

“At the Festival in 2015 Stuart said 
the car is the best it’s ever been, and 
we were just running around off  the 
front of  the pack. If  we had this car 
two or three years ago we would be 
winning,” remembers Oldfield.

“We both agreed the rate of  
development on the modern cars 
had moved on so much and we had 
pushed the RF92 to get as much as 
we could get out of  it.”

Former Formula 4 race winner 
Smith also joined the squad in 2017, 

taking victories and the Northern 
title in his FF1600 rookie season, 
but the beginning of  2018 (when he 
bought Jack Wolfenden’s ex-JL13), 
was ‘terrible’ according to Oldfield as 
reliability problems plagued the car.

By Croft in September, though, 
those issues had been solved as 
Smith and the team took a brace 
of  wins before heading to Brands 
Hatch a month later.

“We’d proven a point that the 
car was quick and we went into the 
Festival weekend, Josh’s level of  
confidence was so high and the level 
of  the car was so high,” says Oldfield.

Despite two stoppages in the 
final, Smith battled for the lead 
throughout and past Ollie White 
and Niall Murray on the final lap to 
take an emotional victory.

It was Festival (and lucky) number 
seven for Oldfield Motorsport, but 
despite reaching the pinnacle of  
FF1600 racing Oldfield isn’t resting 
on his laurels as he looks to continue 
the team’s winning ways this season.

“Respect always has to be earned 
and now I have got the respect and 
appreciation of  the other team 
owners,” admits Oldfield, when 
asked if  he felt more respected in 
the paddock.

“That’s the main thing for me, they 
have 20 or 30 years [of  experience] 
and we only have seven as a team, so I 
know there’s still a long way to go.” 
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JOINING THEMOTORSPORT ELITE

numberwas16andthatwasJody
Fannin’scarfrom2010.Iwas
coachingFanninin2010andthere
wasaninstantlinkthere.ItookGeri
NicosiafromFiestastobethefirst
driverfromEddie’steam.It justgot
biggerfromthatpointonwards.”

Thatfirstyearwasverymuch
alearningseasonasFiesta
JuniorchampionNicosiabattled
againstwell-establishedmulti-car
operationsinthecompetitive
series.Butfor2016,theteamsigned
HarryKing–havingrunhiminthe
GinettaJuniorscholarship–and
kartinggraduateTomWood,with
successstartingtofollow.Thepair
tooka1-2atRockinghamandthe
team’sreputationwasgrowing.

Thismeantitwasideallyplaced
toprofitwhenthefrontrunning
JHRDevelopmentssquadwas
suspendedfromtheseriestowards
theendof 2017.Anumberof drivers
wererehomedwithEliteand,along
withothersignings, itmeantthe
teamendedtheyearwithan

incrediblesevenracers.
Oneof thoseJHRrefugeeswas

TomGambleand–afterwinningfour
of theeightraceshecontestedwith
Elite–hewentontotakethetitle.

Andthenthisyear,Eliterantwo
of thethreemaintitleprotagonists
withAdamSmalleyeventuallyjust
beatingLouisFostertothecrown.

“Thefirstcoupleof yearswere
reallyhard–tryingtofindadriver
whenyouhadjustonecarwas
tricky,”saysIves.“Therewasabit
of luckwithJHRandHHC[another
leadingsquad]leaving,thathelped
us.Buttherewasalotof hardwork
tobeinthatposition[tocapitalise].
It’sacaseof workingwiththeright
people,therightdrivercoachesand
mechanicsandweareafriendly,
familyteam.”

Hodgettsagrees:“It’sahappy
team,afunteambutalsoabloody
seriousone.I’msurprisedit’sgrown
incrediblyquicklyandwemustbe
doingsomethingrightforittodothat.”

Hodgetts,whohasbeenjoinedat

theteambyhissonand2007Renault
UK Clio Cup runner-up Stefan, puts 
that down to attention to detail.

“External people, who are not 
familiar with them, think they’re 
relatively simple cars but it’s 
probably the hardest championship 
to be successful in in the UK because 
there are that many little parts that 
have to be to perfection,” he says.

Last year was also a significant 
season for the team as it moved 
into a second series: the Ginetta 
GT4 Supercup (see below). But 
Ives doesn’t have any definitive 
targets in mind for the future.

“I’m not someone to have a set 
goal in five years’ time,” says Ives. 
“We’ve got to see what opportunities 
appear. I would quite like to get into 
GT racing but will wait for the right 
opportunity and time.”

With people like the Hodgetts’ 
keeping Ives “on the straight 
and level” it’s likely success will 
follow whichever direction the
team takes.

How Eddie Ives’s squad has established itself as a national racing frontrunner. By Stephen Lickorish

Team started in Sport Specials with Ives winning in Elite Pulse car

F
our years
ago, Elite
Motorsport
team boss
Eddie Ives
was preparing
for a maiden

Ginetta Junior campaign
with just a single car. Last
season his squad took a clean
sweep in the category with
its drivers winning the overall
and rookie titles and Elite
taking the teams’ honours
too after running six cars.
It’s a rapid turnaround for 
the team – one that Ives 
himself  is surprised by.

“It was probably the dream [to 
have a six-car title-winning squad 
in a couple of  years] but I didn’t 
think it at the time,” admits Ives. 
“At the time we were just trying 
to build the blocks and make sure 
we were here for the long run.”

He’s made sure of  that with the 
yellow and black cars now firmly 
established as frontrunners. But 
the team has been on quite an 
unusual journey to get to this point.

Elite was initially founded when 
Ives himself  was racing in a number 
of  750 Motor Club categories. And 
the team built its own car too – with 
Ives winning the Sport Specials 
Class C title in 2014 in an Elite 
Pulse, a Caterham-style machine.

“We had a really successful year 
in Sport Specials – the car we built 
was really good but it was possibly 
tooexpensiveforthemarket,”

recallsIves.“Althoughpeople
likeditandwereinterestedinit
wedidn’tseethattherewasa
futureinit–fromacommercial
perspectiveitdidn’treallytakeoff.”

Thatledtoachangeof directionfor
theteamaheadof the2015season.

“Attheendof 2014welookedat
joininga[national]series,”Ives
continues.“WewenttotheBritish
Formula4launchandthatwas
whatwewerelookingat.Butthat
expandedratherquicklywith
F3teamsjoining.Wethenhada
meetingwithGinettaandbought
a Ginetta Junior car.

“Working with the junior kids 
was possibly the main attraction.
 I was relatively young, I was 22, and 
thought it would be a bit easier to 
build bonds and relationships with 
the kids. We did see it as the entry 
level into national racing and could 
then progress into big Ginettas or 
other BTCC support categories.”

It was at this point that another 
key figure in the team’s success 
became involved with the project. 
Two-time British Touring Car 
champion Chris Hodgetts heard 
about the operation from his good 
friend Jonathan Lewis and met 
with Ives to find out more. And 
a bizarre coincidence helped 
encourage Hodgetts to get on board.

“I went to a show and there was 
a stand there all black and yellow 
and I went to talk this very young 
lad [Ives],” explains Hodgetts. “He 
had a car there and I looked under 
thebonnetandsawitschassis

Elite is a frontrunning 
Ginetta Junior team

Nicosia was first Ginetta driver

It wasn’t just a hat-trick of Ginetta Junior 
titles that made last year significant 
for Elite. It also marked the team’s 
progression up the racing ladder.

Having taken three wins in Ginetta 
Junior, Harry King was ready to 
graduate into senior racing. And he 
wanted to remain with Elite. So it was 
decided that the team would expand 
into the Ginetta GT4 Supercup, 
running a single G55 for King.

“We’ve now built a bit of  a ladder 
for the team,” says team boss Eddie 
Ives. “Harry had done the two years 
in Juniors with us and was pretty 

committed to wanting to do something 
[else] with us. I think we did it at the 
right time and probably exceeded 
our expectations a little bit.”

Although King ended up third in 
the standings with four victories, he 
suffered a lot of  bad luck during the 
course of  the season and could have 
been a title contender.

Now Ginetta Junior champion Adam 
Smalley is looking to make a similar 
move with Ives hoping to run both King 
and Smalley this year. Smalley is also 
keen to remain with the Elite outfit if  
he can find the budget to step up.

“They are the nicest bunch of people 
I’ve ever met,” he says. “They’re very 
professional and a great team, I can’t 
doubt them at all. People get on naturally, 
there are no forced conversations. 

“At Silverstone when I had my crash, 
my mechanic got the car repaired from 
literally nothing – it was completely 
destroyed and I thought the car was 
written off, but he got the car back out 
for the next race. I wouldn’t have 
wanted to be with anyone else last year.

“It’s fantastic, Eddie Ives and the 
team have come such a long way in a 
short space of  time.”

Elite has made a mark in GT4 Supercup too, with Smalley seeking further success

Smalley has tested a Ginetta G55 ahead of possible GT4 Supercup move

Ives (l) guided Smalley to the 2018 Ginetta title



Ogier is keen to get
back to work with Citroen

INSIGHT
David EvansandColinClarkassess theprospects for theworldchampion in2019

S
ebastien Ogier
stepped out of the
car and tip-toed
his way towards
the sanctuary of
the barn. Once
out of the rain, he

looked down at his lovely, shiny
white new driving boots. Still
lovely, they were no longer
shiny. Nor particularly white.

Theco-authorof thisstory,
ColinClark,sympathisedwiththe
Frenchman.Somiserablewasthe
weather,evenClarkhadtothink
longandhardbeforeventuringout
towatch.Beforesettlingbackdown
toanothercupof coffee.

Noddingtowardstheboots,Clark
presumedOgiermusthavesomebody
tocleanthemforhim.

“No,Colin,”saidOgierthinly,
beforebreakingintoawidesmileand
adding:“I’mnotatyourlevelyet!”

Thelasttimewe’dseenOgier,he’d
beenwalkingoutof M-Sportforthe
finaltime.Now,itwastimefora
cleansheetof paper.Cleansheet
of paper,butawell-thumbedbook.

CitroenisoldgroundforOgierand
co-driverJulienIngrassia.Those
boyswillneverforgettheirfirsttrip
toCitroenRacingHQinVersailles,
12yearsago.Thatwasthestartof
anincredibleadventure–onethat
tookthemtothebrinkof world
championshipglory.

Andleftthemthere.
Attheendof 2011,Ogierwastoldin

nouncertainterms,therewasnoroom
forhimatCitroen.Therewasroomfor
justoneSebastienanditwasn’thim.

Atthetime,theremusthavebeena
partof Ogierthatvowedhewould
goawayandachieveeverythinghe’s
achievedandneverdarkenthechevroned
dooragain.Sowhatbringshimback?

“Ithinkweallknowitwascomingtoa
pointwherethesupportof amanufacturer
wasnotpresentenoughwithMalcolm
[Wilson,M-Sportteamprincipal]and
thatwaswhatwasmissingthemost,”
hesays.“Atthesametime,therewas
somepositiveenergyhereandIwas
motivatedbythechallengeof winning
withanotherteam.”

WhenOgierjoinedM-Sporttwoyears
ago,therewereplentyof Frenchfans
outtherewhosimplyassumedOgier
wouldbeashoo-intoCitroen.Why
wouldn’tthey?Loebhadgoneand
hissuccessorwasonthemarket.

AnotherFrenchSebtoleadCitroen
backtothetopof theworld…thathad
aringtoit,didn’tit?

Apparentlynot.Atthetime,then
teamprincipalYvesMattonsaidhe
wouldbeinterestedtotalktoOgier.He
justdidn’tseemveryinterestedintalking
tohimabouthavinghimbackatCitroen.

Ogierpausesandsearchesforthe
rightanswertothequestionaboutwhy
hedidn’treturnearlier.

“[It]probablywasnottherighttime
inmyeyes,”hesays.“Beforethey
haven’tshownmeenoughmotivation
toconvincemetocomeback.Sofar
IthinkIdidagoodchoiceinmycareer
becausethelastsixyearshavebeen
verypositiveandnowIdon’tneedto
explainagainwhyImadethechange.”

MaybeMatton’sdeparturehelped.
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Abetterwayof phrasingthatistoask
if PierreBudarreplacingtheBelgian
attheheadof thetablehelped?

“Definitelyitwasimportant,”says
Ogier.“It’snosecretIwasneverreally
closewithYvesMattonandwhenyou
haveadifficultconnectionitdoesn’t
helptofindsomeagreements.
WithPierreitwasdifferentfromthe
beginning,thefirstimpressionwas
goodandsofarIstill likethewayhe
isworking.Hehasshownmeabig
motivationtoturnthingsaroundand
bringtheteambacktowheretheyused
tobeandoneof theelementsforthat
wastoputmebackinthecar.Iwilldo
mybesttohelphiminthisway.”

And,despitetherainwhichisslowly
turningtosleetandsnow,thingsare
lookingpositive.Butthereisworktodo.

Thefactthere’sworktodoisadrum
Ogierbangsregularlyandoften.He
won’tsayasmuch,butyoucertainlyget
thefeelingthere’smoretodothanwhen
hestartedwithM-Sporttwoyearsago.

“Thereisdefinitelyworkforsure,”

saysOgier.“It’snormalwhenyouswap
carsyouseedifferences,somepositive
andsomenegatives…orlet’ssay
somethingyouarenotusedto.There’s
aperiodof adaptation.Youcannever
makeacopyfromonecartoanother,
there’salwayssomedifferences.You
needtoadapttosomedifferences,but
therearesomethatyoucanimprove.

“Theonlythingthatmattersforme
istohaveafastcarandworkinagood
atmosphere,that’sthebestwayto
achievethings.If IcameheretoCitroen
it’sbecauseIhopeandthereisthe
potentialtobefast.Wehavestarted
toworkforthefirsttwodaysandthis
givesmeagoodlearningof thecarin
differentconditionsandwhatIneed
todotoadaptittotheconditions.”

Theonethingwhichdoesconcern
Ogieristheoptimumworkingwindow
fortheC3WRC.It’stoonarrow.

He’sdriventhecaronPortuguese
gravelandnowamixtureof slushy,
wetanddryFrenchAlpineasphalt.
Already,he’sseenareaswherethe

car’snotatthelevelitneedstobeto
win.“Thiscarshowedgreatspeedin
someconditionslastyear,”hesays,
“butif youchecktheoverallresult
fromlastyearandmyfirstimpression
fromthecaristhatitneedstobeable
tobefastinmoreof theconditions.It’s
definitelyfastonsome,butnotonall
andthat’swhatweneedtoimprove.”

Muchof Citroen’spre-Monterunning
isbasedaroundtheColdePerty,south-
westof Gap,thehometownof round
one.Andhometownof Ogier.

Oncehisworkisdonefortheday,he’s
keentoheadoff.He’sstayingwithhis
folksanhourorsouptheroad.Noneed
forhotelsinthispartof theworld.

“TheMontetestisaspecialonefor
me,”hesmiles.“It’sthefirsttestto
prepareandstartanewseason.And,
withanewteam,it’stimetodiscover
somethingnew.Butaswellasthat, it’s
timetoseesomefriendsandfamilyas
well. It’sbusytestingtimenormally,
butIalwaysenjoytodothatcloseto
myhometown.”

He’scomehometoGap,thatmuchis
obviousfromthenumberof fansand
friendssurroundinghimeverytime
hestepsoutside.But,withplentyof
waterunderthebridge(andMatton
gone)hashecomehometoCitroen?

“Idon’tknowif wecantalkabout
cominghomebecauseit’sbeenalot
of yearssinceIwaslastintheteam
andalothaschanged,”hesays,
diplomatically.“Butforsureit’snice
togobackintheFrenchteam–I’mnot
usedtoworkinginFrenchagain.There
wasaverynicewelcomeforJulienand
meintheteamandIfeeleverybodyis
reallymotivatedbythechallenge.”

Itwouldbeunfairtodraw
comparisonsbetweenM-Sportand
Citroen.Likehesays,Citroen’savery
differentplacetotheoneheleft justover
sevenyearsago–andhisadaptation
toCumbrianlifealongsideMalcolm
Wilsontookeverybodybysurprise.

Comingstraightoutof thecorporate
comfortzoneof Volkswagen,the
commonlyheldviewintheservice

Friend and foe: Ogier (l) and Loeb

CITROEN RETURN
OGIER TARGETS THE RIGHT   
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The car has now been
readied for Monte Carlo

Ogier was a round winner
with Citroen back in 2011

Ogier is feeling at home 
back with his ‘old’ team
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park is that he would struggle with life 
as a privateer. 

How wrong the service park was. 
He didn’t struggle in the slightest, he 
flourished. And found a new family. 

Who could forget his sign-off  speech 
at M-Sport?

“Two years ago, we were having some 
hard times. The team where we achieved 
so much and worked so hard had a new 
car for the future, but suddenly it 
stopped. It felt like the world was falling 
apart for some days. But like every time 
in life when you have this kind of  thing, 
you have to overcome them. And, at the 
end, it was one of  the best things that 
happened to us because it gave us all 
the opportunity to meet all of  you and 
to be part of  this family. We discovered 
feelings I probably didn’t have before 
[in these two years]; everyone knows 
how much I respect Malcolm, but it’s 
the same for all of  you guys. Thank you.”

Powerful stuff. Will he be saying the 
same thing about Pierre Budar and the 
boys in two years? Let’s wait and see.

Beyond the limited availability of  
development cash at M-Sport, the 
other driver in Ogier’s departure was 
the chance to join Juha Kankkunen as 
the only other person to have won the 
world championship with three 
different manufacturers.

He did four with Volkswagen, two 
with M-Sport. Can he do one or two 
in his time left with Citroen?

“The challenge will be tough,” he 
says. “The others are staying where 
they are and I give them the chance to 
be perfectly ready next season. But 
I will not be 100 per cent, not completely 
happy with my new car – of  course 
I expect it to be challenging, but it’s 
also interesting for me.

“It’s different to two years ago when 
I first came to M-Sport. That was the 
start of  a new era, so the cars were 
new to everybody.”

Honestly, Ogier was happy, relaxed 
and comfortable with his lot as he takes 
time to look over the old tractor and 
even older Simca which shared this 

particular barn with lunch. Important 
as lunch is for Citroen, when you’re in 
the mountains you have to make do with 
what the mountains can provide. And 
this time it’s a barn, some trestle tables 
and a chef who can still turn out some 
of the finest filo-wrapped goats cheese 
this side of  Paris.

Somebody jokes that he must be happy 
about the return to French cuisine 
after two seasons with the Brits.

Ogier laughs politely, but actually 
he’s having none of  it.

“There was no way I was going to get 
thin at M-Sport,” he says. “The food 
there was really good.”

Lunch done, he’s keen to get back on 
the road but a transmission set-up 
change means more time for more 
questions. Like the suggestion that he 
vetoed Loeb at Citroen this season. 
Ultimately, Peugeot’s departure from 
World RX meant there would be no 
PSA Group contract for the nine-time 
champion, which effectively ruled 
him out of  a C3 WRC anyway. 

But Ogier was ready to welcome 
him back. Providing it was on the 
right terms.

“Yes [I would be in the same team as 
Loeb],” he says. “This was included 
in my first discussion with Citroen. 
I have always been open, happy to 
have him as a team-mate.”

And those terms?
“The only issue I have, as you know, 

is with guys doing a temporary 
programme because the rules are not 
fitting for that. That’s not working at 
the moment. I’m not sure what the FIA 
is going to do, but at least I have given 
my feeling on that. I have always been 
one fighting for as fair rules as possible – 
there are definitely ways to make it 
better than this.”

Ogier has always maintained a firm 
line on this: he doesn’t want part-timers 
interfering with the championship 
fight. And, for that, reason, he can’t 
wholeheartedly welcome Hyundai’s 
latest recruit back.

He offers: “The only comment I have 

for that is that it’s disappointing that 
it’s not for a full programme – that 
would have been much nicer. That’s 
how it is. At the end of  the day, it will 
not change our championship because 
if  they [Loeb and co-driver Daniel 
Elena] don’t want to do the full 
championship then obviously we 
will not focus on them, we will focus 
on our real competitors [for the title].”

He’s probably aware that he’s 
tempting the headline writers with 
those last words, but it’s the way he feels 
and his forthright views are refreshing – 
and very welcome – in a series which 
doesn’t boast the kind of  powerfully 
outspoken characters it once did. 

Fact is, Ogier’s older and wiser than 
the last time he was seen in red. And 
seeing red. If  Loeb doesn’t like his 
views, that’s fair enough. He’s not 
going to change. 

Citroen’s his gaff  now and, if  the 
laughter and bonhomie about the 
engineers’ tent is anything to go by, 
he’s settled back in fairly quickly.  

Sebastien Ogier is seeking more consistent speed from the C3

CONDITIONS FOR HIS 
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Harris leads Larson at
last year’s Chili Bowl
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INTERVIEW

HARRIS AIMS TO TURN UP THE
HEAT AT THE CHILI BOWL

Carseriesatthebiggesteventonthe
calendar–theKnoxvilleNationals.

The410ci,900bhpwingedWorldof
OutlawsSprintCarsareformidable
machinestodrive.Onahalf-mile
clayovaltheyaveragespeedsupto
140mph.Sotoraceagainstthebest
driversintheworldHarrisneeded
agoodcarandplentyof experience.

Lastyear,whilehavingtheformer,
hewaslackinginthelatter.Harris
wasduetoracefortwonightsprior
toKnoxvillebuthistruckbrokedown
onthewaytothetrack.Fortunately
theKnoxvillepromotermanagedto
fit inenoughtimeforHarristodo
fourlaps.

“Allwehaddonewasfireitupat
RobertBallou’splacewhereIkeep
thecar,butwehadnotdrivenitat
allbeforehand,”Harrissays.“We
wereinthedarkwithitall.Theonly
wingedsprintcarIhaddrivenwas
KevinSwindell’scaratAtticaback
inApril.

“Iwenttothedrivers’briefing,
DavidGravel[multipleWorldof
Outlawsracewinner]asked
whetherIhadbeentoafasttrack
before.AndIsaid‘well,Atticawas
prettyfast.’Andhelookedatme
andshookhishead…”

Harrishadtoadaptquicklyto
abrandnewcarandaformof
motorsportfarremovedfrom
anythinghehaddriveninbefore.

“Thewingedstuff isseriouslyfast.
Ittakesyoureyesacoupleof lapsto

Neil Randon speaks to a Briton who is taking on the Americans at their own game

Harris starts on pole for the B Main final at the Chili Bowl in ’18

T
om Harris is
not adverse
to throwing
himself in at
the deep end.
In 2015 Harris
became the

first British driver to compete
at the Chili Bowl Nationals in
Tulsa, Oklahoma, regarded as
the Super Bowl of Midget car
racing in the States.

Itwasaneventcompletelyalien
tohim,tothepointwhereheeven
struggledtoworkouthowtoget
outontothetrack.

“Ihadn’tevenseenaMidget,
letalonesatinone,”Harrissays.
“WhenIwenttotheChiliBowlfor
thefirsttimeIwascompletelyout
of mydepth.”

Butthe30-year-oldfromBanbury
isafastlearner.LastyearHarris
madehistorybybecomingthefirst
Europeandrivertoqualifyforthe
A-MainfeatureattheChiliBowl.

Onlytwooverseasdrivershave
evermadeittotheBigShowsince
theinauguraleventin1987.

ThisweekendHarristakespart
intheChiliBowlNationalsagain
wherehewilldrivethe#9Pcar
fromtheParkerPrice-Millerracing
stable,havingpreviouslyraced
underthetutelageof USACcar-
buildingguruBobEast.

TheChiliBowlisabigdeal.Run
onaquarter-mileclayovalinside

theTulsaExpoCenteroversix
daysof competition,morethan350
driverstakepart, includingsomeof
thebiggestnamesinUSracing.

Three-timeNASCARchampion
TonyStewartisapreviouswinner,
andlastyearHarriswentwheel-to-
wheelwithnamessuchasNASCAR
starKyleLarson,andChristopher
Bell,whowouldgoontowintheChili
Bowlforasecondsuccessiveyear.

WhatmakesHarris’achievement
moreremarkableisthattheonly
timehehasdrivenoneof the400bhp
rocketshipsisattheChiliBowlitself.
Formostof theyearheisclashing
metalinBriSCAF1ontheshort
ovaltracksinBritain.

Toqualifyasoneof just24drivers
totakepartinthemaineventin2018
wasaremarkableachievement.And
tofinishthe55-lapracein16thplace
wasnomeanfeateither.

“It isthebiggestachievementof
myracingcareer,”saysHarris.
“Therearedriverswhohavebeen
racingthereforyearsandnot
madetheA-Main.”

Priortothemainevent,Harris
madehismarkontheeventbytaking
theHardChargerawardduringhis
qualifyingnight.Theawardgoesto
thedriverwhopassesthemostcars
duringthatnight’sracing.

“Istarted16thandfinishedfourth
andgotaHardChargeraward,”says
Harris.“Youknowwhenyouhave
donewell,becausewhenIgotoutof

thecarIhadRicouAbreu,Daryn
PittmanandKyleLarsoncongratulate
me.Itwasaspecialmoment.”

Harris isawarethattogettothe
maineventtakesagoodcar,agood
teamandacertainamountof luck.
Lastyearhesucceededdespitea
lackof seattimetoadapttothecar.

Takingpart inthebigracelastyear
wasarealeye-opener.“ThatA-main
–55lapswithafull fuel loadmakes
ahugedifferencetoacarthat isso
smallandwithsomuchpower,”
Harrissays.“Itmakesadifference
tothehandling. I’veneverbeenin
thatpositionbefore–youarestill
learningaboutdrivingthecar,as
wellasracingagainstotherdrivers.
It takesalotof gettingusedto.

“Thereissomuchtotakein, in
suchashortspaceof time.Inthe
builduptotheracetheyreworkthe
tracksoyoustartwithafullyfresh
surfaceandthroughouttheraceit
goestoblackslick.Yourfuel loadis
gettinglightersothecarisnotas
stucktothetrackasit isgetting
slicker,soitmakeseverything
hardertodrive.”

AsfarashisracingintheStates
isconcernedHarrishasconstantly
steppedfromonemajorchallenge
toanother. In2016, theBriSCAF1
starbecamethefirstBritishdriverto
competeinanon-wingedSprintCar
intheUSACseriesandwinarace.

LastAugustHarrisjumpedintothe
Worldof OutlawsCraftsmanSprint

Harris is aiming to conquer the USA

Harris raced aWorld of Outlaws sprint car,a real“eye-opener”...

adjust,” he says. “You are averaging 
130-140mph and before I drove one 
they said ‘do not turn the steering 
wheel, just be as smooth as you 
can and correct it. Put your arms 
inside the seat and hold on’.”

His first outing in the car, 
however, did not start well. The 
brake pedal had moved off  from 
centre and caught on a piece of  
tubing inside the cab.

“So I had no brakes,” Harris 
reveals. “On your first time out in 
a winged sprint car you need to 
have that reassurance that if  you 
want to slow up a bit you can – but 
I didn’t have that luxury! They 
were my first laps at Knoxville.”

As the event continued, however, 
Harris’ lap times improved.

“I got quicker and I felt more 
comfortable in the car,” he says. 
“When we went to the Finals on 
the Saturday night it was just a 
different car and I was a different 
person. When you have 24 hours 
away from the car and you get 
back in it, you step up again from 
where you left off.”

Harris returned to the States 
to race at the World of  Outlaws 
World Finals at Charlotte in 
November. Once again the lack 
of  seat time proved a hindrance.

“I hadn’t been in the car for about 
a month, which was obviously the 
first hurdle,” Harris says. “On the 
Thursday night you qualify for the 
Friday and Saturday features on 
the same day. You have four hot 
laps and then two lots of  two-lap 
qualifying, so my limited time in 
the car ruined my week.

“We’ve got the equipment to do 
it, it is just the lack of  experience 
with set-up on my part. It is 
different to anything I have 
ever done,” says Harris. 

He will stay on in the States 
after the Chili Bowl to compete 
at Volusia, Florida, in the World 
of  Outlaws Sprint Car series 
next month.

 “I used to play the World of  
Outlaws computer game when I was 
a kid – so you have to pinch yourself  
now and again. It’s quite special.” 



National Hot Rods at Ipswich are always a draw,and will be in June this year

Ocon (inset) will get behind the controls of an electric Andros machine
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POLAND MAKES HISTORY
WITH ELECTRIC RX CLASS

Tesla-powered division is plannedByHalRidge

ThePolishRallycross
Championship isset to
becomethefirst rallycross
series in theworld tohave
aclass forall-electriccars
thisyear.

TheNationalElectriccategory
forrear-wheel-drivemachines
usingaFordFiestaplatformand
poweredbyaTesla-basedmotor
hasbeenfoundedbyPolish
electronicsfirmGeecogenandits
competitionarmElimenRacing.

Developedoverthelast12
months,theconceptisplanned
tojointhePolishseriesfrom
theseason-openeratformer
Europeanchampionshipvenue
SlomczynonApril6.Thenew
machinesuseaProto-built
bodyshell,weigh1150kgand
produce230Kw,theequivalent
to300horsepowerand330Nm
torque.Aminimumof fivecars
isrequiredfortheclasstorun
onitsown,buttheelectriccars
couldruntogetherwiththe

conventionalSupernational
categorywhiletheclass
isestablished.

Arriveanddrivepackagesfor
theseriescost50,000Euros,with
twodriversalreadysignedup.

“Ithasbeenlotsof workin
paralleltootherprojects,but
mybusinesspartnerDaniel
SliwkaandIareveryhappy
becausewealreadyhavesome
amazingresults,”concept
founderPrzemyslaw
RozmyslowicztoldMotorsport
News.“Wearepreparingthefive
rear-wheel-drivecarstoreachthe
minimumquantityof vehicles
required,andhavemanagedthe
technicaldevelopmentof the
dedicatedcomponentsof the
electricdrivesystem,suchasthe
electricmotorandcontrollers,
batterypacks,management
andsystemsandtelemetry.”

Finalapprovalof theconcept
isexpectedtobeconfirmedby
thePolishAutomobileand
MotorcycleFederationlater
thismonth.

The British Rallycross
Championship has issued a
tweaked 2019 calendar, with
a planned visit to Croft in
September being dropped in
favour of making the season
finale in October at the same
circuit a two-day double-header.

The sixth round at Pembrey,
originally planned to be held
on a single day, will now be
run over two days, where
the majority of classes will
complete in just one round,
while the single-make Swift
Sport series and the Junior
class will race in two events to
make up a nine-round calendar.

The opening round at
Silverstone in March, a
two-day event at Pembrey
in June and the traditional
Easter and August Bank
Holiday Monday events
at Lydden Hill remain
unchanged for 2019.

Ford Fiesta will be
the electric platform

SPORTING SCENE

Volkswagencouldhaveapresenceinthe
WorldRallycrossChampionshipin2020,
if thesport’selectricswitchfor2021gets
thegreenlightattheendof March.

PetterSolberg’sVolkswagen-backed
PSRXteamwithdrewfromthe2019
WorldRXseasonduetoalackof
competitionlastmonth,butVolkswagen
Motorsportiscontinuingtoevaluate
WorldRX’sproposedelectrictransition.

VolkswagenMotorsportdirectorSven
Smeets told MN: “We have been supporters
of this [EWRX] idea from the beginning 
and, as stated before, we are continuing 
to be interested. But it’s not only up to us –
we need more manufacturers which want
to bring electric rallycross forward and 
to make a decision ourselves possible.” 

Asked if  Volkswagen could run in 

VW to assess electric
future for World RX

Revisions to British 
Rallycross calendar

Norwegian teen to take part in BTRDA Clubmans

Thunder 500 to honour the memory of National Hot Rod unsung hero Rowe

Formula 1 refugee Ocon visits Andros Trophy and decides to test an electric racer

One of National Hot Rod racing’s 
one-off  major events has been 
named after former promoters’ 
group director, the late Angie Rowe.

In 2018, the final points-paying round 
for the English point National Hot Rod 
series at Hednesford Hills in November 
was renamed in honour of  Rowe, who 
passed away last year.

From now on, the Thunder 500, which 
takes place at Foxhall Heath in Ipswich 

two weeks ahead of  the World Final, 
will be named as a tribute to her.

Rowe’s long-time partner and 
Motorsport News Hot Rod reporter 
Graham Brown said he was 
delighted with the plan. 

“I am still overwhelmed at how much 
people thought of  her and are still 
willing to do in her memory,” he said. 
“ The fact that Spedeworth dedicated 
the World Final to her was pretty mind 

blowing in itself  while the racing at her 
inaugural memorial event last year was 
amazing. I’m not sure Hednesford has 
ever seen so much three- and four-wide 
racing – everyone wanted to win it.

“The move to racing for her trophy at 
the Thunder 500 makes perfect sense 
though. It will be the perfect scenario as 
far as I can see, open to all and anyone 
could win it, just as she’d have wanted – 
she was always a stickler for fair play.”

Esteban Ocon will test an electric 
Andros Trophy car this weekend 
at the Isola 2000 circuit. 

The former Racing Point Force 
India driver, who will be Mercedes’ F1 
reserve this year, attended the second 
round of  the winter season in Andorra 
before Christmas to support Formula 2 
driver Dorian Boccolacci, who competes 
in the Elite category of  the series. 

“I came to see Trophee Andros as a 
visitor and also to support my friend 
Dorian,” said Ocon. “We love motorsport 
and miss it in the winter time, so we 
all like going to Trophee Andros.” 

Ocon will test a single-make rear-wheel 
drive support class electric car in Isola, 
but could also test a new Elite Pro four-
wheel-drive, four-wheel steer electric 
car, like the machine that Aurelien 

Panis currently leads the standings with. 
“I will be in Isola 2000 to test the electric 

car but I won’t do the race, we will see 
about doing that later on,” he said. “I 
will also be in Paris for the [final] race 
in Stade de France [next month].” 

 Haas F1 driver Romain Grosjean is 
the most recent F1 driver to achieve 
success in the discipline. He won in 
Elite Pro in a one-off  outing in 2016.

Norwegian 17-year-old Elise 
Freim Myrberg will race a freshly 
built Peugeot 206 GTi in the 
BTRDA Clubmans Rallycross 
Championship this year. 

Freim Myrberg made her UK 
rallycross debut in the final round 
of the BTRDA series at Croft last 
October in a Ford Focus and was 
seventh quickest in heat one before 
enduring issues through the day 
and later retiring from the C final. 
She enjoyed the experience so 
much that her team is building a 
car to fully suit the Production 
category regulations.

“After some struggling to decide 
what to race in 2019, we landed 
on the Production class in the 
BTRDA because we wanted to 
attend the whole championship 
this year with a car matching the 

VW is still keen 
on World RX

regulations in the series,” said 
team manager Oyvind Huseby. 
“Our team has raced almost every 
track in Norway over the past 25 
years, and it’s very fun to try 
something new. We made a lot of 
new friends at Croft, we felt very 
welcome and that also helped to 
decide what to do this season. We 
want to do the full season and see 
how high up the list Elise can go.”

Elise Freim Myrberg tackled Croft

CALENDAR
British Rallycross 
Championship

DATE TRACK
March 24 Silverstone
April 22 Lydden Hill
June 22 Pembrey
June 23 Pembrey
August 26 Lydden Hill
September 21/22 Pembrey
October 26 Croft
October 27 Croft

World RX next year, if  the electric 
switch gets commitment for the March 
29 deadline, Smeets said: “Of course 
we w ould seriously think about that 
but we will look at that when needed.” 

Despite a lack of  manufacturer-
backed teams for the 2019 World RX 
season, Smeets believes privateer entries 
provide close competition. “Of course 
with the exit of  Ford at the end of  2017 

and the absence of  Audi, Peugeot and 
PSRX Volkswagen in 2019, the situation 
of  the championship has changed 
dramatically,” he said. “But to be honest, 
with a strong field of  privateers on a par, 
World RX still can deliver great sport.”

VW will continue to develop the 
electric drivetrain used in its Pikes Peak 
record-breaking I.D. R that could be 
used in an electric rallycross Supercar.
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Setting up the season ahea

Word to theWise
Surely Malcolm Wise, who competes in the 
BARC Modified Saloon Car Championship, 
was well worthy of  inclusion in last week’s 
National Racing’s Top Underdogs feature 
(Motorsport News, January 2, 2019). 

He drives a 20-year-old 525bhp Ford Escort 
Cosworth but is usually beaten by Rod 
Birley in his WRC-specification Escort.

Despite being unable to match the very 
high level of  professionalism of  Birley’s 
squad, he has nevertheless notched up 
five class wins and has been the only other 
driver in this series to consistently finish 
within a couple of  seconds behind Birley’s 
usually winning car. 

And on one memorable occasion, at the 
championship’s fifth round at Brands Hatch 
Indy last year, he scored his only overall 
win of  the season – whilst Birley limped 
across the line in a lowly eighth place.

This hard-trying Enfield based racer, who 
is chairman of  the Green Belt Motor Club, 
does most of  his own car preparation. He 
builds his engines at Dave Wild’s DTW 
Engines workshops in Harlow and benefits 
from race day assistance from occasional 
Ford Sapphire Cosworth racer Nigel Hutton. 

With this valuable help he finished in 
third place overall, and second in class, in 
last year’s championship.
Robert Taylor
Via email

Keep the talent
It is great to see that M-Sport has managed 
to find a way to enter the World Rally 
Championship this year. After such colossal 
effort and success over the last two years, 
it would have been a tragedy if  they were 
absent from the 2019 series, which looked 
like a possibility just before Christmas. This 
means that it is also great news for Elfyn 
Evans as he keeps his seat in the WRC.

Such a shame that Craig Breen appears 
to be out of  a manufacturer drive despite 
putting in some very solid performances 
and results (in what has not been considered 
to be the best car) these last two seasons.

I think he is a future champion who just 
needs the right amount of  support and, so 
too, is Hayden Paddon, who also appears to 
be out of  a drive. I’m a big Sebastien Loeb 
fan and I absolutely get why Hyundai have 
hired him, but it seems such a shame that 
this is at the cost of  Paddon’s drive.

I’m not a great believer in shared 
driver programmes in the WRC anyway, 
particularly for up-and-coming drivers. Due 
to the gaps in the programme, it doesn’t offer 
them the consistency of  seat time on every 
event they need and therefore makes it more 
difficult for them to prove themselves.

Let’s hope these promising young guys 
get the breaks they deserve in the not too 
distant future.
Andy Maclean
Via e-mail

Motorsport News, January 2, 2019

David Harbey went to Mallory Park during the Christmas holidays to take this

Braving the chill, Peter Atkins visited the Plum Pudding meeting

A Parnell Challenger, taken by Bob Sketchley

Richard Salisbury’s shot from December’s Jaffa Stages Rally

Surely this won’t end well? By Andrew Harbey

Damian Coe was another to go the Plum Pudding meeting and caught an MG at Shaw’s

ART EDITOR MIKE STOKOE’S
FAVOURITE OF 
THE WEEK!

Birmingham might not be to everyone’s taste, but the National Exhibition Centre is the place to be this
weekend for Autosport International. All of motorsport’s great and good will be there, and it is the cha
to whet the appetite until the tracks and stages are alive again.

What I particularly enjoy at the event is the promises that are put on the line. New driver and team combinations will
revealed, and there will be bold prophecies about the potential in the season ahead. The excitement levels reach feve
pitch, but it is always worth taking some with a pinch of salt...pop by the Kwikfit British Touring Car Championship 
presented by Motorsport News stand in Hall 3 to hear the tin-top aces put it on the line.

The launch of the World Rally Championship on Saturday will be the first chance that the public have had to be part
of the official reveal. The category’s stars will be available for fans to meet and share the prospects for the campaign t
come. That is a real bonus but, no matter what your area of interest, there is always something to discover at the show
Matt James, Editor (Twitter: @MattJMNews)

Autosport International lifts the lid on the excitement to co
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TV GUIDE
LIVE TV

BOOK REVIEW DRIVEN: THE MEN WHO MADE FORMULA ONE

The 2019 running of  the world-
famous Dakar Rally is taking 
place in January as nine-time 
World Rally champion Sebastien 
Loeb attempts to take his maiden 
win on the great event. 

But would he be able to stop 
reigning holder Carlos Sainz from 
taking a hat-trick of  victories on 
the Dakar? Highlights from stage 
3 are shown on Wednesday (2230-
2300hrs, Eurosport 2) followed 
by the best bits from stage 4 
on Thursday (2230-2300hrs,
Eurosport 2). But the action
doesn’t stop there as stage 5
(Friday, 2230-2300hrs, Eurosport

2) and stage 6 (Sunday, 2230-
2300hrs, Eurosport 2) highlights 
will also be shown.

Catch the best action of  the 
2018/19 Formula E season opener 
from Saudi Arabia (Friday, 2000-
2030hrs, Eurosport 2) as the 
championship’s second generation 
electric car made its race debut.

And finally relieve one of  the 
biggest events in the motorsport 
social calendar, the 2018 
Autosport Awards. The great 
and the good converged for a
night of celebrations and you
can see all the best bits (Sunday,
2320-0000hrs, Sky Sports F1). Mika Hakkinen received lifetime achievement award

Da Costa won last time out

Driven: The Men Who Made Formula 1 RRP £20

“They competed on the track and 
scrapped to outdo each other’s bank 
balance, yet whenever sh*t hit the fan, 
they closed ranks like the Corleones.”

Take a moment to consider just how 
many times the names of  Bernie 
Ecclestone, Max Mosley, Ron Dennis, 
Frank Williams, Eddie Jordan, Colin 
Chapman, Ken Tyrrell, Luca di 
Montezemelo, and Enzo Ferrari have 
graced the pages of  Motorsport News.

Then, lend a handful of  thoughts as 
to why. Why the names of  these nine 
men have become synonymous 
with Formula 1.

Individually their USPs would 
make each a formidable opponent: 
Ecclestone’s eye for a deal; di 
Montezemelo’s suave persona combined 
with his links to the upper echelons of  
Italian society; or the intensity and self-
belief  to make things happen of Dennis 
and Williams. “They might not have 
been much alike,” notes author of  
Driven: The Men Who Made Formula 
One Kevin Eason, “but they operated 
like a sporting Mafia family.”

After stepping down from F1 reporting 
duties for The Times in 2016, journalist 
Eason has written a highly entertaining 
look back on the characters who laid the 
foundations for the likes of  Chase Carey, 
Toto Wolff  and Christian Horner.

It would be easy to fall into the trap of  

simply regurgitating the same oldstory
about how Ecclestone strong-armed
himself  into position as F1’s emperor,
right under the noses of  contemporaries
such as Tyrrell, Chapman and Williams.
But Eason aims “not to attempt totackle
the complexities of  the sport in detail,
but to paint portraits of  the peopleI
dealt with in 20 years of  reporting
from tracks all over the world”.

The main building blocks of  the
book are the anecdotes popped into
every chapter that reveal just a little
more about its subject. For example:
Ecclestone once offered a Mercedes
230SL hardtop to a car dealer who
had got one over on him. Never tobe
outfoxed, for a knockdown price,
Ecclestone sold the lucky dealer
 exactly that: a hardtop for the 230SL.
Or the time in Kuala Lumpar, when
Eddie Jordan jumped in a taxi to
Chinatown to buy a bag full of  £20
ultra-realistic fake Omega watches
after spotting Eason’s over dinner.

In its early chapters, Driven is alittle
jumpy as it tries to chronologically
follow the entwined paths of  the
pioneers. As Ecclestone begins to
wield influence with Mosley in 
tandem in the early 1980s, the book
becomes a lot slicker. Perhaps, there
is a metaphor in there somewhere…

With such a strong repertoire of

interviewees, it isashamethatthe
scandalsof SpygateandCrashgateare
notfurtherunpacked.WithDennis
refusingtospeakaboutthe2007annus
horriblisatMcLaren,thatstorygoes
asfarasitcan.ButwithEcclestone,
MosleyandthenRenaultbossFlavio
BriatorediscussingNelsonPiquetJr’s
crashthataidedFernandoAlonso’s
victoryinthe2008SingaporeGrand
Prix,thereaderisleftwantingmore.

Howeverthatisaminorgripe,forthe
previouslymentionedanecdotesmake
thebookfast-pacedanddifficulttoput
down.Aparticularhighlightiswhen
Ecclestone,all5ft3inof him,allegedly
threatenedtothrowarantingTyrrell
outof awindow.

Theteams,whocottonedonto
Ecclestone’suniquebusinessmodels,
wereapoplectic.Butasthenow88-year-
oldreminisces:“Wedidn’tgointothe
businesstomakemoney.Wewentin
toraceandif wemadesomemoney
thengood.Butwewereracers.”

Itcanbeveryhardtostrikeabalance
betweenstimulatingthemindof anF1
devoteeandacasualfanwhomight
happenacrossthebookonashelf or
online.ButEasonhasfoundastrong
middlegroundbetweenpleasingany
readerof thebook,motorsport
enthusiastornot.

JakeNichol

AUTOSPORT INTERNATIONAL SHOW
2019 REVIEW

Formula E: Marrakech
Race: Saturday, 1400-1630hrs, BT 

Sport ESPN/1430-1635hrs, 
Eurosport 2/TBA, BBC Red Button, 
iPlayer and online

FORMULA E 
REPORT

WHO WILL WIN IN MARRAKECH?




















