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REIGNING GHAMPION TARGETS FOURTH TIN-TOP CROWN

By MattJames

Three-time British
Touring Car
champion Colin
Turkington says
earning a fourth
crown will be his
toughest task yet
after confirming he
will return to the
serles for another
seasoninaWSR-
runBMW in 2019.
TheNorthern
Irishman sealed his
hat-trick of crowns
at Brands Hatch in
September last year,
but heknowsthat the
fight for top honours
inthe BTCC will be
anuphill struggle.
“Tam eagerto get
going because thisis
thefirsttimeIhave
been able to defend
+~ mycrownwith WSR,
. butit’snever simple,”
said the 36-year-old.
Another title would
draw Turkington
level with the most
successful BTCC
~  driverintermsof
titles, Andy Rouse.
. Turkingtonadded:

' “Ewvery year, life
Turkington will remain - |~ ~ getstougherinthe
with WSR for 2019 season o - B0  BTCCandthelevel
it ST isalwaysontheup.”
Full story, p2-3
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Ferrari axes team
hoss Arrivabene

ONFIRMED ENTRIES SO FAR
BTCC 2019
DRIVER CAR
Sam Tordoff AmDTuning.com Honda Civic Type R
Rory Butcher AmDTuning.com Honda Civic Type R
Daniel Rowbottom | Ciceley Motorsport Mercedes-Benz A-Class
Rob Smith Excelr8 Motorsport MG6
Matt Simpson Simpson Racing Honda Civic Type R

M’N’s Pn’SE n Ta N Tom Ingram Speedworks Motorsport Toyota Corolla
i i Mike Bushell TeamHard VW CC
J”’N Bch B’l l E. > o =" Carl Boardley TeamHard VW CC
N Ty 7 Bobby Thompson | Team Hard VW CC

Michael Crees Team Hard VW CC

Jake Hill Trade Price Cars Audi S3
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Colin Turkington | WSRBMW 125i M Sport
British Touring Car champion

Tom Oliphant WSRBMW 125i M Sport

Andrew Jordan WSRBMW 125iM Sport
Colin Turkington will carry
the number one on theside

of aWSR BMW for the first
time this season after securing
adeal to remain with the
title-winning team for the

2019 campaign.

Turkington hasdriven for WSR
for all but three of his 14 seasons
inthe BTCCsincejoiningthe
category in 2002. However, when
he won hisfirstcrownina WSR
BMW 320s1in 2009, he left the
BTCCtochasechancesonthe
international scene.

Hereturnedtotheteamin2013
and scooped the silverwarein 2014
before being tempted by amove to
the Team BMR operation drivinga
VW CC and then afactory-backed
Subaru Levorg.

Herejoined WSRin 2017 and
lifted the crownlastterminthe
works-backed 1251 M Sport. “To
come back asthereigningtitle-
holder with the same team
issomethingthatIhavenot
been abletodointhepast,” said
Turkington. “IThavenothad the
chanceto carry the magicnumber
oneonthedoorof a WSR carso
thatis goingtobeavery special
thingforboth of us.”
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CAN OGIER SEAL
CITROEN GLORY?

Battle plan

Turkington claimed thetitle at
BrandsHatchlast seasoninthe
penultimate round of the 30-race
contest after afight with the
Speedworks Toyota Avensis
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conquertheseriesagain. Hesaid
reversed grids, option tyresand, in
particular successballast made
thetask extremely tough.

Ballast rules have been tweaked
nextseason meaningthatthe most
successful machines will carry
54kg of extraweightintoeach
weekend, rather than the 75kg
that was mandated previously.

Despite that, Turkington is wary
that thefresh challenge will be
harderthanever.

“Thaven’tquite gotaroundto
hatchingthat battle plan yet—but
Tam workingonit,” he admitted.
“Last year was such ademanding
season thatIneeded a bit of time
out,Ineeded abreak to getaway
from everythingand have some
time toputthattobed.Ihave had
achancetodothat,andnowIam
goingtoformulate ablueprintto
keepmeatthetop.”

Turkington will line-up
alongside new recruit Tom
Oliphantinthe Team BMWin
what will be athree-carline-up
for WSR (seessidebar).

Going forward

WSR team boss Dick Bennetts
believes that Northern Irishman
Turkington will come out
fightingin 2019.

Thetwo haveformed a strong
bond over the years working
together, and the team principal
thinksthattheraceris perfectfor
thedemands of the BTCC.

“Colinis Mr Focused, and people
don’tseethe work thathe putsin
behind the scenes—in terms of

There are t1t1es to retam

what he does away from therace
track, the engineeringreports
hefiles, thediethehasand the
mental approach he uses,” said
the New Zealander.

“Hehad atough year personally
in2018and still putittogether
ontrack.“Itisimpossible to say if
he will get any better, because heis
rightatthetop of hisgame.If he
can getbetter, then thatisonly
goingtobebad news for hisrivals.

“The success ballast situation
hurtusin qualifyinglast year
because, for fiverounds of the
year, we went to each meeting with
the top weight. Although that
weighthasbeenreduced for2019,
it will be the samefor everyone...”

Record chaser

Should Turkington succeed this
season, he would draw level with
Andy Rouse as the most successful
driverinterms of overall crowns
with fourtitles. Turkingtonisfifth
overallinthe all-timelistnumber
of races won with 46.

Turkington says thatlanding
another crownis his only objective
goinginto the 2019 campaign.
“Winningthe third [title] was
great, but youstartevery year
withthe objectivetoclaimit,” he
said. “Assoonastheflagdrops
atBrands Hatch for the opening
round, itisall you care about.

“TIamlucky thatIstillhave the
hunger and the desire to win titles.
Thefire burnsstrong within me
andIamaskeenonthebattleas
ever. Andtobeabletodoitagain
with WSR and Team BMW would
mean the world tome—-whatis
specialisthat we haveall three
titlestotry and retain: the drivers’,
manufacturer-constructors’
crownand the teams’title.”

Homework
Turkington said thatthefine

- Reigning champion will carry &=
8 the number one during 2019 8

marginsinthemodern-

day British Touring Car
Championship meanthat work
done away from the circuit will
bekeyin puttingtogethera
programmeto eclipse hisrivals.

The BMW didn’t take apole
positionin 2019, mainly duetothe
level of success ballastit was
forcedto carry, but thedriver says
all areas of the attack will come
under the microscope.

“Ithink wejust have tolook for
the small gains wherever we can,”
said Turkington. “We will go
through everything with afine-
toothed comb-and thatincludes
thedriver-totryandextract
every bit of performance that we
can. The championshipissoclose
thatitisnowdowntothefractions
that make the difference. We have
toinvestigate all of those avenues.
Wearestillin the very early stages
of putting things together for 2019
but we will work very hard.”

Going beyond 2019...
WSR boss Bennettssaid thatthe
team was already lookingahead
and had been engagedin
discussions about thenew-shape1
series BMW, whichisduetobe
launched in August2019.

The car will be a departure for
BMW asis will be front-wheel-
drive, whichisalayout the
German marque hasavoided
inthepast.

However, Bennetts said that
talks have already taken place
regarding therevampedcar.

“Itisnotjustafacelift,itisa
brand new car allround,” said
Bennetts. “We are definitely
goingto stick with the current
model that we have for the new
season, although we will be
looking forwards during the
course of this year. Nothing
standsstillinthe BTCC.”

Colin Turkington says that hard work will help to keep him at the top of the BTCC

Photos: Jakob Ebre
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JORDANAIMS TORETURNTO TOP

Andrew Jordan says a new approach

will help him topple champion Colin
Turkington this season as he also returns
tothe WSR team for a fresh attack.

The 2013 champion joined the BMW
squad in 2017 alongside Turkington and
says that he has enjoyed measuring
himself against the Northern Irishman.

Jordan, who was ninth in 2017 and fifth
last term, said: “But for some poor luck
last year, I should have been third in
the points. But, if youlook at the lap
times between Colin and I, there were
thousandths and hundredths between us.

“We push each other on, and I truly
believel can beat him—-if Ido that, I
am going to be somewhere near the
top of the championship come the final
rounds at Brands Hatch. Beating Colin
isachallenge, but I have never been
one toshy away from a challenge.”

Jordan will stick with experienced title-
winning engineer John Waterman for
the season ahead, and says that was an
important factor in returning to the
BMW 125i M Sportsquad.

“Itis all about the continuity - with WSR
and with John as well. He was one of the
elements of 2019 that I stipulated,” said
the 29-year-old.

“Tamrelaxed in the team now too. When
you join, you always feel like you have

Jordan wants a
. title challenge

something to prove, but I am over that
now. I amrelaxed in the team and I work
well with Colin. I have learned that

you can’t be fastest all the time -even
though it hurts because I want to be -
but you have to take what you can from
itand use that as an education.

“Iamreally excited about the 2019
season. I think I have got my enjoyment
of the sport back. I had some tough times
in 2015, 2016 and 2017, but last year 1 got
the spark back. I realised how muchIlove
thejobthatIdo.”

WSR team boss Dick Bennetts said
that he believed Jordan was in a position
tofight for the overall honours throughout
the 2019 campaign.

“Welet Andrew down a bit with some
reliability issueslast year,” admitted
Bennetts. “That was painful because he
should have been in with a shout for the
championship overall come the end of
the season.

“Thereisno doubt he has gotahandle
onrear-wheel-drivenow and he is
going to be as fast—if not faster—than
Turkington throughout the season.
Itmeans we are going to have a very
strong attack with Turkington, Jordan
and Tom Oliphant.”

The championship kicks off on the
Brands Hatch Indy Circuit on April 6/7.
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F1 ROUND-UP

Silverstone popular
Official attendance figures
released by Formula 1 just before
Christmas revealed the British
Grand Prix had the highest
attendance of any race during

the 2018 season. The Silverstone
race —which still does nothave
adealin place beyond 2019

after circuit bosses activated a
break clause - had a weekend
attendance figure of 340,000, with
itsrace day figure of 140,500 also
the highest of the season. The
Mexican Grand Prixwas a close
second on both weekend and
Sunday numbers, recording
334,946 and 135,407 respectively.

Toro Rosso crashes
Toro Rosso spent more than €2million
because of anumber of heavy crashes
its drivers suffered during the 2018 F1
season. The Red Bull junior team ended
its first year with Honda ninth in the
constructors’ championship after
scoring 33 points, earning a best result
of fourth with Pierre Gasly. But Toro
Rosso team boss Franz Tost has
revealed that the opposite end of its
fortunes were several costly shunts,
including first-lap accidents for Gasly in
Spain and Brendon Hartley in Canada.

Leclerxc’s challenge
Eleven-time grand prix winner
Rubens Barrichello believes
Charles Leclerc needs to be ‘good
inthe head’ to succeed at Ferrari.
Leclerc haslanded a dream
graduation to the Italian team
after just one season at Sauber.
“Pm super excited for him,”
Barrichello said. “He’s one of those
young guys who really made his
way through [impressively]. To get
into Ferrari[and be successful],
the only thing you needis to be
really good inyour head. Talent,
we know he has. It's goingto be a
good challenge for Seb.”

Lauda in hospital
Mercedes's F1 non-executive chairman
Niki Lauda has returned to the AKH
Hospital in Vienna after contracting
afluinfection during the Christmas
break. Lauda was on afamily holiday
inIbizawhen he becamelill. ltis
understood that the move was made
purely as a precaution given his
sensitivity to infection following his
recent lung operation, and that there is
no cause for alarm. The Austrian, who
turns 70 on February 22, underwent
alungtransplantin August.

Launch dates
McLarenis the latest F1 teamto
reveal the date it will launchits
new 2019 challenger. The squad’s
new car will be unveiled on
February 14, four days before the
first pre-season test at Barcelona.
The otherteams to have revealed
dates, when MN closed for press,
are Renault (February 12), Racing
Point (February 13) and Ferrari
(February 15).

WANT THE LATEST UPDATES? FOLLOW US ON TWITTER ) > ) @MNmotorsport
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ARRIVABENE AXED AS FERRARI
BOSS AHEAD OF NEW SEASON

Technical chief Binotto to be promoted

N

Ferrari has axed
another team boss

By Jonathan Noble

Maurizio Arrivabene is to be
replaced as team principal of
the Ferrari Formula 1 team by
technical chief Mattia Binotto.

Ferrarihas continually denied
thatit was consideringamajor
managementreshuffle afterits
failed attempt to win the world
championshipin 2018.

Buton Monday it wasrevealed
Ferraripresident John Elkann
had decided that Binottoisthe
rightmantolead Ferrariin2019.

AFerraristatementread:
“Thedecision wastaken
together with the company’s
top management after lengthy
discussionsrelated toMaurizio’s
longterm personalinterests as
well asthose of the teamitself.

“Ferrari would like to thank
Maurizio for his valuable
contributiontotheteam’s
increasing competiveness over
the pastfew years, and wish him
thebestfor hisfuture endeavours.’

Themovetoreplace Arrivabene
has come after aseasonin which
managementerrors were viewed
asone of thekey factorsforits
defeatto Mercedesin 2018,
despite havingthe quickest car
atseveral stages of the year.

Thefailuretodeal with theissue
of team ordersin aclear manner
like Mercedes did triggered

’

Red Bull could depart F1 and join the WEC with Valkyrie

Red Bull could target Le Mans
24 Hours success with an
Aston Martin Valkyrie-based
hypercarinstead of Formulal,
if it doesnot see a viable post-
2020 grand prix future.
Theenergy drinks company
took over Jaguar’s works entry
for the 2005 F'1 season and
blossomed into the dominant
force from 2010-13, winning
four consecutive drivers’ and
constructors’titles. But Red
Bullhasbeenreducedtoa
sporadicrace winner in the
post-2014 V6 turbo-hybrid era.

regulatory revolution once
the current Concorde
Agreement expires after the
2020 season, but hasfailed to
make significant progress.
Red Bull motorsportadvisor
Dr Helmut Marko says his
teamisnotinterestedin
becominga customer again
and hasmadeit clear that Red
Bull willnotbe held toransom
over planned rule changes.
“Wehave an agreement until
2020,” Markosaid. “Aslongas
thereisnoengineregulation
andno Concorde Agreement,

It will switch from beinga neither Red Bullnor Honda
Renault engine customer will make a decision.
tohaving unofficial works “However, we will certainly
Hondastatusfor2019ina notbecome dependent

again,as wehavebeeninthe
past, when we were begging
othersand statements and

bid tofightfortitlesagain.
F1owner Liberty Media is
targetinga commercial and
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I'VE ALWAYS WANTED TO DRIve
A LAMBORGHINI HURACAN GT3.

promises were not kept.”
Red Bull’s current Honda
dealincludesthe 2019and
2020 seasons. Beyond then,
Red Bull’s choices appear

limitedif therearenot
favourable terms to continue.
“Stopisthe option,” said
Marko. “Or do something
else, otherracingseries.
With the Valkyrie, Le
Mans could be an option
with hypercarrules.
“The cars wereall
sold outimmediately.
That’s another good pillar
for Red Bull Technologies.
“Itlookslike you canruninthe
WEC atareasonable cost with
thebase of Valkyrie. Although
Red Bull hasnever been to
the 24 Hours, it’s something
we’rethinking about.”

—

unnecessary flash points between
KimiRaikkonen and Sebastian
Vettel atthe German and Italian
Grands Prix. There werealsoa
number of strategic blunders.

Therehavelongbeen rumours
that Binotto and Arrivabene had
disagreements about thedirection
and approach of the team.

Beforethe Christmasbreak,
Arrivabenehitoutat whathe
called “fakenews” overreports
that Binotto was so frustrated
with thesituation thathe could
leave Ferrari.

“Therumours about Mattia
areafakenews, putaround to
createinstability in the team,”
Arrivabenesaid. “Itisan
attempt totryto create problems
wherethere arenoproblems,
andIdonot wanttocomment
onfalserumoursany more.

“Duringthis season there
have been many attemptsat
destabilisation, sometimes
with storiesabout thedrivers,
othersabout the technicians.

“My position? Ask
[Ferrari] managing director
[Louis] Camilleri.”

Ferraristalwart Binottohas
been technical chief since 2016,
when he stepped up to therole
following the team’s split with
James Allison.Hefirstjoinedin
1995, asa test engine engineer.
Additionalreporting by Franco Nugnes

FERRARIUNDER...

Jean Todt
1993-2007

Starts: 492 (246 GPs)

Wins: 98 (19.92%)

Poles: 85 (17.28%)
Podiums: 249 (50.61%)
Championships: Sixdrivers’
(2000-2004,2007) and seven
constructors’ (1999-2004,
2007)

Stefano
Domenicali
2008-2014

Starts: 230(115GPs)
Wins: 20 (8.69%)
Poles: 12 (5.28%)
Podiums: 75 (32.61%)
Championships: 2008
constructors' title

Marco Mattiacci
2014

Starts: 32 (16 GPs)

Wins: 0

Poles: 0

Podiums: 2 (6.25%)

Best championship finish: 4th

Maurizio
Arrivabene
2014-2018

Starts: 162 (81 GPs)

Wins: 14 (8.64%)

Poles: 12(7.41%)

Podiums: 71 (43.83%)

Best championship finish: 2nd

AstonValkyrie squad,backed by Red Bull, could join the WEC
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Last year Alonso raced United Autosports’s Ligier at Daytona, but car was off the pace and retired

ALONSO 1Al

ADILL AC RIC'NG

Two-time Formula 1 world

returnstothismonth’sIMSA

SportsCar Championship’s

Daytona 24 Hoursready to win.
Alonso contested last year’s

team’s Ligier, but the car was

champion and Le Mans 24 Hours
winner Fernando Alonso says he

event with the United Autosports

not amatch for the frontrunners

and eventually retired.

Thistime he hasjoined the Wayne
Taylor Racing team to drive a Cadillac
DPi-V.R, which he tried for the first
time on Friday as the official ‘Roar
before the 24’ pre-race test began.

“The expectationis higher, but
we will see at the end,” said Alonso,
who shares the WTR machine with
Jordan Taylor, Renger van der

Zande and his Toyota World
Endurance Championship
colleague Kamui Kobayashi.
“Ithink I'm in a much better
position this time than last year.
“This yearItake all the experience
andlearning fromlast year —traffic
management, fuel saving, how the
US safety cars work —it’s all going to
be useful. That changes the approach

of therace. Last year [at Daytona]
was about preparation for Le Mans.
This year isnow about winning.”
WTR won Daytona in 2005 and ’17,
and Alonso’s car was second fastest
in Friday’s opening session then
led the way in afternoon practice
with Kobayashi.
The Joest-run Mazda team set
the pace on thefinal day of the test,

Alonso returns to
Daytona 24 Hours

securinga1-2with Harry Tincknell
beating team-mate Oliver Jarvis by
0.392 seconds.

In the subsequent ‘qualifying’
session held to determine pitboxes
and pitstalls for therace, on
January 26/27, both Mazdas
unofficially broke the track’s
26-year-old lap record at Daytona’s
road course.
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- group table that formulated
: theregulations during the

: summer in orderto “monitor
: whatis going on forthe

: future”,said Marquardt...

: Thenew Class One DTM cars for

BMW has ruled out an early
entry into the new World
Endurance Championship
hypercar concept prototype
class. The German manufacturer
will notbe a “prime mover” in

Marquardt. BMW had an
involvementin the working

Mike Rockenfeller. Audiand BMW
: have undertaken testing with the

: 2019 carsand experienced an

: increase in power of 100bhp due

: tothe new four-cylinder two-litre

: turbocharged engines. The revised
¢ aerodynamics ofthe 2019 cars

: have alsoimproved aero efficiency,

: FIAFormula 3 Championship
: will have unlimited DRS uses

: during the 2019 season.

: Formula 3 cars have never

¢ used DRS but, because

. the new FIA series will replace
* the GP3 Series on the Formula
: 1support package, the

the newtop class of the WEC : the 2019 season will be “two to : justayearafterthe DTMintroduced : overtaking assistwill bein
from 2020/21, according to : three seconds” quicker than their : asimplified aeropackagetoreduce : unrestricted usein2019.In
BMW Motorsportboss Jens : predecessors,accordingtoAudi's : downforce... Driversinthenew : GP3,driverswere limited to

: sixuses of DRS in the feature
: race and fourinthe sprint

: race... Former Brabhamand

: McLaren Formula 1 designer

. Professor Gordon Murray was

: awarded a CBE (Commander of
. the British Empire) in the 2019

: Queen’s New Year Honours. The
: legendary designer's accolade

: isinrecognition of his ‘services to
:  motoring’ — rewarding his lifetime’s
: workin the automotive sector as

: wellas onthe racetrack.

Deletraz joins Formula 2
champion Carlin for 2019

Formula2teams’ champion Carlin has
completed itsline-up for the 2019 season,
with Louis Deletraz joining the team
alongside already-announced Honda
junior driver Nobuharu Matsushita.

Carlinmade the most of a stellarline-up
inLando Norrisand Sergio Sette Camara
lastseason, beating ART Grand Prix to
thetitle by 33 points.

Norrishas graduated toaMcLaren
Formula1seat, while Sette Camara
hasjoined DAMS for another year of

F2, meaningthe Farnborough team

Rookies prepare for post-Marrakech FE test

Ex-Williams Formula 1driver
Sergey Sirotkinleadsthe cast of
drivers who will totake partin
the ABBFIA Formula Erookie
testin Marrakech this month.
Sirotkin will drive for Mahindra
Racinginthetest, which takes
place this weekend after the
Marrakech E-Prix, asheeyesup
potential optionshavingleft F1.
“Formula E isnow one of the most
rapidly developing championships,”
said the Russian. “The competition
hereisataveryhighlevel.
“More manufacturersare
enteringtheseries astheyare
confident thatelectric cars
have strong future potential.
“More technical solutions
appear inthese cars and they
are progressingrapidly.
“IdroveaFormula Ecar
in 2016 but now the car

Sirotkin will test wi
MahindraRacing

generation has changed it will be
interestingtotry the difference.”

Arthur Leclerc-younger brother
of 2019 FerrariF1racer Charles—
will drive alongside Norman Nato
for Venturi.

Leclercisamember of Venturi’s
‘Next Gen’ development scheme
and was the first driver to sample
its VFE-05 Gen2 car during the
private manufacturer testing
periodin early 2018.

DS Techeetah will field Sauber
F1tester Tatiana Calderon and
Super GTacedJames Rossiter,

. whileJaguar willrun

.. PietroFittipaldiand

Harry Tincknell.

Two-time DTM champion
Marco Wittmann will get
hisfirst run in a Formula
Ecardrivingfor
BMW, aswill
fellow DTM driver
Jamie Green
with Audi.

Drivers will get chance to test Formula E’s new second generation car (above)

needed twonew drivers.

Deletraz, 21, was 10th in F21ast year with
Charouz Racing System, and concluded
the year drivinga current-F1carinthe
AbuDhabi Pirelli tyre test, before
conductingtestingwith Carlinin F2at
the same venue.

Now heisin whathedescribesasa “top
team”, he hastargeted a title charge.

“We gotin contact with Carlin, I know
them from the pastand they arethe team
champions, whichis obviously very
attractive,” said the Swiss driver.

“I'mgoingforthe win, that’s what we
havetodo. Winning, being at the frontand
fighting for the championshipistheaim
andIhavedonethatalready and I wantto
doitagain.”

Deletrazisthe son of sometime Larrousse
and Pacific F1 driver and Le Mans 24 Hour
class winner Jean-Denis.

Alsoannouncingnews of an F2seat this
week was British-Korean driver Jack
Aitken, who joins Campos Racing for 2019.
The 23-year-old finished 11th in the points
with ART Grand Prix last year, while his
team-mate George Russell won the title.

Renault Formula 1 protege Aitken tested
with the Campos team last year.
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Martin back again

Ginetta Junior driver Will Martin will
remain in the series with the Richardson
Racing squad this year. The 15-year-old
made his debut in the category last
season and initially competed as a
privateer before joining the Richardson
team for the final four meetings. He
took a best result of eighth place.

B i

MSVR category could take Clio Cups place  |FS=——8

Clio scrutineering

The scrutineering in the Renault UK Clio

Cup will be bolstered this season by RML
commercial director Simon Holloway
assisting long-time chief scrutineer Keith
Auld. Holloway is already familiar with the Clio
Cup cars as he’s served as chief data analyst
for the category. There were rumours of
cheating in 2018, with the top three cars
being impounded for extensive checks.

\ emerged as the leading
' contender to assume
thevacant supportslot
on British Touring Car
Championship race
weekends from 2020,
Motorsport News
understands.

With the Renault UK Clio
Cup ceasingtorun after the
2019season, BTCC organiser
TOCA hasbeen searching for
adirectreplacementtoensure
thatasuitable tin-top feeder
series continues toformpart
of theraceundercard.

MN’ssources have
confirmed that the Mini
Challenge and TOCA are
closetoadeal,andan
announcement could be
made during this week’s
Autosport International
showin Birmingham.

The Mini Challenge has
already forged stronglinks
with the BTCC, withmany
pastand currenttouring
cardrivers—suchasRob
Collard, Paul O’Neilland
Matt Neal -havingtaken
partinthe 265bhp two-litre
turbocharged JCW classin
recent years. A range of
BTCCteamshavealso
beenregular competitors
inJCWs, such as Team
Dynamics, Eurotech and
Power Maxed Racing.

The JCW category-which
housesthefastest, top-level
Minimachinery-hasrun
asasupporttothe SRO-
promoted British GT
Championship since 2017.

Mini Challenge promoter
Antony Williams wouldn’t
be drawn onhow closean

Al

Grid numbershave dropped recently

FR NEC cancelled as
organiser slams FIA

The Formula Renault NEC series
has been cancelled for 2019 with
series organisers slamming FTA
changestothe single-seaterladder.
The category, for two-litre-Renault
powered Tatuus cars, used to thrive
alongside the Eurocup and ALPS
series. It had a succession of illustrious
championsincluding Formula1l
drivers Valtteri Bottas, Carlos
Sainz Jr and Lando Norris.
Butinrecentyearsit has struggled
with desperately low grids after Renault
decided to putits full weight behind
the Eurocup, increasingits number of
rounds and visiting more F1 tracks.
The category was set for a boost for
2019 with the Eurocup introducing
anew Regional F3-spec carleaving
the NEC as the sole series for the
older Formula Renault machines.

Minis could soon be
appearing with BTCC

\MINI.CHALLENGE FAVOURITE
0 LAND BTCC SUPPORT SLOT

announcement was, but
didadd thatrunning
alongside the BTCC would
be somethingof interest
for his championship.
“Of course, if we gotthe
chancetoracealongside
the BTCC, thenthat’s
somethingwe’d have to
look at very seriously
indeed,” Williams told M.
“The BTCC weekends are
arguably the most popular
and well-attended four-
wheeled motorsport events
in the country, sotohave
the Mini Challengebea
partof that would be great.
“Forthelasttwoyears
we’vehad a greatslot
alongside British GT, which
has definitely helped toraise
the championship’s profile.
We’ll see what happens over
thenextfew years.”
MN’ssources also suggest
that any deal could have
wider-ranging effectsfor the
other Mini Challenge classes.
With the JCW Championship
currently beingrunacross
17rounds split over eight
race weekends, that format
would likely beretained,
freeinguptwo BTCC
fixtures upon which the
lower-powered naturally
aspirated 1.6-litre Cooper
Classcars could compete.
Williamsadded: “We're
keennotjusttopromote
the JCW class, but also the
Coopers, which have been
the foundation of the Mini
Challenge sinceits formation
in 2002. We’re always looking
for opportunities to put
the Cooper Classonthe
best stage possible.”

However, that has not proved
enough to save the series.

Itspromoter, Mick de Haas, said: “We
are very sorry to have to stop the series
atthispoint. Theill-conceived FIA
plans for the future of formularacing
hasmeant that over the past three years

Renault looking at future UK motorsport options beyond Clio Cup

launched in the Middle East.
Despite the decision, Renault
SportRacingsportingmanager

todo. Renault UK hasalot of
activity around Formula 1
and there are other activities

Renaultis already assessing
different optionsfor future
motorsportactivity in the UK

we have seen a serious decline in the afteritdecidedtoaxethe Clio Tarik Ait Said hasrevealed that may come in 2020 or 2021.
young drivers market. The costs are Cupattheend of thisseason. that talks about future projects We'vejust startedlookingat
far too high for individual drivers and It was confirmed just before have already begun. different options.”

Ait Said would not be drawn on
any of theideasbutrecognises
the manufacturer’slonghistory
inthe UK.

The Clio Cup seriesbeganin
1991 but Renault’s one-make
history dates back tothe 1970s
with the Renault5.Italso
supported the Formula Renault
UK series between 1989 and 2011.

“Inthe UK the decision has
been taken thatit would be
besttonot to continue [the Clio
Cup]for2020,” he told MN. “It
doesn’t mean there won’tbe
any motorsportactivitiesin
the UK forever. But wehad to
consider how it would be in 2020.

“We’re already working with
Renault UK about other things

Christmasthatthe popular

Clio Cup would not continue
beyond 2019 with the timing of
the series’ demise coinciding
with the planned introduction
of thefifth-generation Clio. That
only applies tothe UK, with
other Clio Cup championships
around the world continuing
and anew series being

the market place is too fragmented.
“Thereisnowno moreroom fora
very effective and competitive single
seater concept like Formula Renault 2.0.
Yetit hashelped many youngdrivers
over the past two decades to the top.
“Iwouldlike to thank Renault and
their suppliers, the teams that have
competedinthe NEC, the circuits and
all the people that have worked with
and for the NEC over the past 13 years.”

Renaulthasbeen amainstay of UK racing scene for decades
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TEAM PARKER TO RUN
UPRATED BENTLEY

& 1-1-:'
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BARC SE closes hut
series will continue

Competitors in the
Intermarque, Tin Tops
and Modified Saloon Car
series will continue torace
togetherin 2019 despite
the closure of the British
Automobile Racing Club
South East Centre.

BARC SE organised the
three series, but has now
beenshutaspartofa
BARCreorganisation. The
categories are now set to
race under the banner of
the Classic and Modern
Motorsport Club, featuring
at events run by the British
Racing and Sports Car
Club, MG Car Club and
MotorSport Vision Racing
this season.

Prime mover and
experienced racer Rod
Birley said: “What the
BARC wants todois focus
onnational series, but there
are some competitors who
don’t have the finances or
interestinracing nationally.

“What we’re doingis
trying to keep the
competitors together.
There are too many series
out there, but we’re not
trying to do anything new,
wejust want to carry on
racingin the south-east.”

More than 30 drivers
have so far confirmed an
interest and Birley has not

Car has been
used in Europe

Title-winning British GT
Championship outfit Team Parker
Racing will run atleast one version

competitive proposition for the
season ahead, and we can’t wait to
hit the circuit.

“We have had afour-year relationship
with Bentley and we are delighted to be
abletofield the new car.Iamimpressed

in aBentley Continentalin 2017, has
taken delivery of the uprated cars
from builder M-Sport. It will run one

ruled out combining grids,
either across the three
series or with other similar
classes at certain events.
“We might have torun

of the second generation Bentley

Continentalin the category this season,

and could expand to a two-car assault.
The team, which won the overall
title with Seb Morris and Rick Parfitt

examplein the Blancpain GT Series
Endurance Cup as well as the domestic
campaign. Nodrivers have yet been
signed for the UK assault.

Team boss Stuart Parker said:

withit.

“M-Sporthas clearly taken all
thelessonsitlearned from the first
generation of the car and improved
inthoseareas.Ithinkitwillbea

“We are still talking to drivers, but
Ithink we will have areally strong
chance with thisnew car. Itisalsothe
100th anniversary of Bentley, which
will make this a special season.”

them together,” he added.
“We’ve got to be pragmatic.”

Revamped Porsche Cayman GT4 breaks covers with more downforce and power

Porsche hasintroduced anew version
of its Cayman GT4 car after the original
machine struggled tomatch some of its
GT4rivals.

Thenew 718 Cayman GT4 Clubsport
model features an extra 40bhp than its
predecessor—which unsuccessfully
competed in British GT'in 2016 and’17
after suffering production delays, and
has morerecently been found racingin
the GT Cup-with anew 3.8-litre engine.

Thenew car was developed with a
focus onincreased driveability but
alsofeatures the use of sustainable raw
materials—the driver and passenger
doorsand therear wing are made of
an organic fibre mix.

Two versions of the car have been
produced with ‘“Trackday’ and
‘Competition’ models created, but only
the latter will be available in the UK.

“Thenew Porsche 718 Cayman GT4

Clubsport possesses significantly
moreracing genes thanits successful
predecessor,” said Porsche’s head of
motorsport Fritz Enzinger. “The power
of the engine hasincreased considerably.
Atthe sametime, we were able to increase
the downforce and the cockpitisnow
even better suited to drivers’ needs.

“I'm confident that we can build on the
excellent salesfigures of the predecessor,
of which we have delivered 421 cars.”

New 718 Cayman GT4 Clubsport features 40bhp more than before

Two-time RGB champion Albhone retires as runner-up Wesemael eyes the crown

“It’svery important toknow that thefield
isvery strong, I'm surethere’ll be some new
drivers who are very fast as well, we just
need to keep workingreally hard.

“Wehad afew mechanicals duringthe
[2018] season that without them a challenge
onfirst[inthe championship] definitely
would have been possible. With this[2018]
season being a bit of adevelopingseasonI
made afew rookie mistakes that shouldn’t
happenagain.”

“We’rerunningakartingteam with full
factory supportin the British championship
thisyear as well. It’sa bit upin the air with
what’s going on with karting at the minute,
sowe’rekeepingour optionsopen.”

Wesemael graduated to RGB from karting
for 2018, and put his Mittel MC-53 on polein
hisfirstever sessioninacar, beforethe
Donington meeting was snowed off.

“We’ll be trying to take a championship
home,” said Wesemael.

RGBrunner-up Christopher Wesemael will
returntofightforthetitlein his second year
intheseries, and has been boosted by the
retirement of double-champion Billy Albone.
Spire GT3S driver Albone has scored the
lasttwo championshipsinarow, butis
steppingback tofocuson his business.
“TI'vegottoomuch goingon toracefull-time
thisyear,” said Albone. “Wehave a couple
of carsin the C1 Challenge now as well. We
have eight drivers signed up, fourin each car.

lbone is stepping away from RGB to focus on his racing business

BTCC racer Price heads TF Sport’s British GT4 line-up

Former British Touring Carracer Josh
Pricehasbeenrevealed as part of TF Sport’s
two-car entry into British GT4.

The team-which will also operate two
nextgeneration GT3 Vantagesasit
attemptstodefenditsteams’ title—will
return to GT4for thefirst time since 2014
with a pair of new Astons.

GinettaJunior race winner Patrick __
Kibble, former Toyota and Mercedes
driver Tom Canning and ex-Porsche
Carrera Cup GBracer Rory
Collingbournejoin Priceinthe GT4
line-up. Thisisdespite Alex Toth-

McLaughlin becomes new BWRDC president

Jones previously being confirmed.
“Weneed to hitthe ground running

onourreturnto GT4 competition this year,”

said TF Sportdirector Tom Ferrier. “We

haveaclear objective and thatisto win

races and beinthe position to challenge

for thetitlewith both cars.”

the Goodwood hill in an ex-James
Hunt McLaren M23.

Her previous achievements
include asecond placein the 1974
British Formula 4 series, which
earned her the Lord Wakefield
Challenge Trophy for outstanding
performance in motorsportby a
woman. Later, she won the BARC
Formula Ford 2000 championship.

Sheisnow one of thenames
behind The Force F1 Legends.

The British Women Racing Drivers’
Clubhasannounced Lorina
McLaughlin asitsnew president.
Sheis one of ahandful of female
driverstohavedriven Formula 1
machinery in competition and
currently owns an ex-Michael
Schumacher Benetton B192in
which she set her ninth “fastest
timebyalady driver” atthe
Goodwood Festival of Speed in 2018.
She has also set women’srecords on

Aston Martin

Record holder Lorma McLaughlin
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Turbo Tin Tops
Turbo and Supercharged
front wheel drive race series.

40 minute pit stop races for 1 or 2 drivers
www.classicsportscarclub.co.uk

RX8 Trophy
Ultra low cost, road legal race
class for 231bhp Mazda RX8.
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There will be six race weekends with
27races across two venues, the half-mile
Venray ovalin the Netherlands and the
Racepark Meppenroad circuitin
Germany. A full season will cost
55,000 Euros + VAT.

Thetotal prize fund is worth over
175,000 Euros, with the champion getting
a2020 NASCAR Whelen Euro Series seat
with Racing-Total. The runner-up will
wintworace weekends in the same series
run by Total Motorsport, which has with the team, while the third-placed
been established by Stephen Youngand driverinthe’19standings will win one
HubertusHeyman asasatelliteof Racing- race weekend. The toprookie will receive
Total, which currently runstwo carsin afull day of testing with Racing-Total at
the NASCAR Whelen Euro Series. oneof the current EuroNASCAR tracks.

By KevinTurner

Afully paid driveinthe NASCAR
Whelen Euro Series is the prize for
the winner of a new championship
for2019.

The V6 EuroPickup Series will use
four-litre, 350bhp machines that were
previously used, with Ford Mondeo
bodies, inthe Benelux Racing League
Series. The pickups will be centrally

' Power is
350bhp
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iver Wood finished runner-up in Pickups twice

Former BritishTouring Car dr

Run by Total
Motorsport

There will alsobe a Legends class
for drivers over40. The Legends

champion will win an all-expenses-paid

race weekend in the South African
V8Masters Series.

A National Alicenceisrequired for
thenew series, though aracing school

isavailableforrookies. Organisers

hopetoattractafield of upto22drivers.

Sometime NASCAR Xfinity,
ex-Formula Palmer Audiracer and
2016 V8 Masters champion Young

believesit will help European drivers

seekingtomakeacareerin America.
“Thisreallyistheroadto NASCAR,

the turn-up-and-drive format makesit

Wood steps back from Pickups and targets tin tops

Ex-British Touring Carracer Lea Wood
couldreturn to tin topsin 2019, leaving
the Pickup Truck Racing Championship
after three full years of competition.

Wood hasfinished second to Scott

Bourne (2018) and Freddie Lee (2016) in
the championship, andisnow eyeinga

new challenge.

Woodislookingatthe Touring Car

Trophy, anew series launched by
Stewart Linesfor 2019 aimed at

two-litre turbocharged touring cars.

“I'mlooking at my options for this

year,” said the 2013 BTCC Jack Sears
Trophy winner. “There’safewirons
inthefire.I'll be goingtothe Autosport

Show to see what’s going on there.
“Theonly thing that strikesme as

being quite interestingis the Touring

uLOR

accessiblefor everyone from career

driverstoamateurracersand everyone

in-between,” he said. “Wehave an
outstanding and unique prize fund
that will help further the careers of
Europeandrivers wishingtorace
inthe States.

“We arethe only seriesin mainland
Europe that combinesoval and road
courseracing soweare already attracting
interest from some high-profile drivers
who want to hone their oval racing skills,
especially after the closure of Rockingham.”

Young plans tomake further
announcements at Autosport
International this week.

Car Trophy. It does appeal tome and it’s
had alotof interestandI'll certainly be
lookingat that closely. Stewart Lines has
setall of that up and I know him well, we

havehadachataboutit.”

Wood praised the Pickup series, citing
reliability issues as the reason why he

didn’tachieve his goal of taking the
seriestitlein 2018.

“It’sa great championship and
organisation, butIfeltlikeI’d done

my three years and we hadn’t won the
championshiplike I hoped we would,”

headded.

“It was disappointing with the Ford

engineasthat’slet us downbadly
this year. People who arein the
Pickup Championship, know
thatit cost us the championship.”

New Rookie class
in National FF1600

ARookieclasshasbeen
introduced into the British
Racingand Sports Car Club’s
National Formula Ford
Championship for the first
timetoencourage new
driverstoenter.

Only drivers who have never
previouslyraced a Formula
Ford car prior tothis season
will be eligible for the class.

Gridsinthenational series
have grown over thelast two
seasons, with anumber of
karters makingthe jump
into single-seatersfor the first
time which has prompted
thenew class.

“Itwasjustanobrainer,”
said James Oldfield, team
boss of FF1600 team Oldfield
Motorsport (which isfeatured
thisweekonpage23).

“If youimagine a 16-year-old
comingstraightin they will have
very littleexperiencebutit’s
probably betterto allow them
to compete against thelikes of
Niall Murray and Joey Foster
but goforachampionshipthat’s
much more possible to achieve.”

Rookiedrivers will still earn
pointsfor either the Proor
Clubman class—thelatter
havingbeen streamlined
into one category instead of
Post-"89 and Pre-'90 chassis.

New GT Trophy offers
£1000 to winner

Anew-for-2019 GT Challenge
Trophy race will be held at
the Castle Combe Circuit
this year with the overall
winnerreceiving £1000.

Five classes are opentocars,
including GT3, GT4, turbo/
supercharged, over 3000cc and
2000cc to 3000cc, with 42 spots
available for therace which
will be held on Bank Holiday
Monday, May 27.

A 20-minute qualifying session
will be followed by a 30-minute
race, with prizemoney of £250
per class victor also provided
by sponsor ME7 Ltd.

“We’rehopingif it’s successful
we willruniteach year,” said
Jo Lewkowicz, co-ordinator of
the Castle Combe Racing Club.

“They [drivers] aremore
than welcome to take part
inthe[Castle Combe GT
Championship] invitational
class whichisnew forthis year.

“GTpeopletendtolikethe
track time, most of them
arerunning with teamsand
it’smore cost-effective.”

Combhe celebrates 50 years for its Formula Ford 1600 championship with gathering of cars and champions

The Castle Combe Circuit will
celebrate 50 years sinceits
Formula Ford 1600 championship
was created with past champions
and cars due to be honoured.

All former champions will be
invited to the season-opening

Howard’s Day race meeting,
named in honour of circuit owner
Howard Strawford who created
the championship, on Easter
Monday, April 22.

The circuit’s FF1600 round will
be adouble-header, with the

aggregate winner from the tworaces

being awarded a commemorative

Guards Trophy, sponsors of the

very first championship in 1969.
Around of the Classic Formula

Ford Championship will also be

held during the meeting, where

there will be free circuit entry
offered to all Formula Fords to
take partin astatic display.
Therace meeting will also
feature a bumper collector’s
programme, full of history and
images from thelast 50 years.

Cooper (6) won prestigious Comb FF1600 title
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‘Historic tourers will
be back at Silverstone’

Tin-tops join the Classic, below

Photos: Paul Lawrence

DOWN THE

ORI{SHOP Award for Tordoff
1 95 9 ALEXIS Jack Tordoff, one of Britain’s
I.Irl TRI ALS c AR leading rally drivers of the 1970s,

hasrecently been awarded an
OBE forservices to business and
the community in West Yorkshire.

Currentowner: Stuart Roach

Roachrestored it
“Duncan Rabagliati found the
carand rescued it from a farm
many years ago. | later acquired
it from Duncan and restored

it over a very long period.
When you do it for a living, your
personal projects take a bit
longer. It had been almost
finished for along time and

its first event was a year ago.

I decided to enter an event as
it would force us to finish it.”

Alexis was awell-
known marque

“The Alexis trials cars

were numbered with Roman
numerals and the race cars
normal numbers. HF came
from Bill Harris and Alex
Francis, who founded Alexis.
They were best known for
building single-seater racing
cars, including Formula
Juniors and Formula Fords.”

Ithadbeenabandoned
“It was in a field near Solihull
where it had been left and
Duncan went alongand
rescued it. He'd got in touch
with Alex Francis to try and
track down the cars. In total,
there were about 20 trials cars.
Alex had left this carin a shed
but the shed had deteriorated
and some boys had got at it
and played football with it using
aJCB, soitdidlook a bit sad.

By Paul Lawrence

Former Formula 5000
racers Damien Magee,
Teddy Pilette, Tony
Trimmer, Mike Wilds

and Mike Walker are all
duetojointhe HSCC’s
celebration of 50 years of

International, which starts
tomorrow (Thursday) at

Formula 5000 at Autosport

sm—

IR

s Fsms
Lola will be on show

The club will mark the 50th
anniversary of the UK debut
of the spectacular category
with a showcase six-car

display of the mighty five-litre

single-seaters. Cars from
Lola, Surtees, Gurney and
Hepworth will be on show,
many asnow raced with
the HSCC.

Belfast-born Mageeraced
F5000in 1974 on hiswaytoa

Category s eroes b Celebrated atAutosportInternational

1975 European titles for the
standard-setting VDS team.
Driversof the standing of

Trimmer, Wilds and Walker
all have Formula 5000 firmly
inscribed on their career
records and anumber of

driversfrom the period are due
attheshow on Friday afternoon

for aninformal gathering.
FormerracersRay Allen,
Chris Craft, Dave Berry, Alan

toattend along withrenowned
F5000entrant Sid Taylor and
Nick Gethin, son of multiple
F5000 champion Peter.

Wilds hasfond memories of
the category: “Putting your foot
downinan F5000and drivingit
inanger was sensational. They
were aman’smotor car. They
were very, very heavy with
theiron block engine and
there was quite alot of weight

Tordoff, now 83, founded the
JCT600 garage empire and rallied
extensivelyin Porsche 911s.
JCT600 now has 52 dealerships
representing 21 marques and it
is Yorkshire’s biggest privately-
owned business.

Hillclimb plan

Plans to celebrate the centenary

of the first Holme Moss hillclimb are
progressing ahead of the August
2020 event. The 1.25-mile section of
the A6024 south-west of Holmfirth
inthe north of the Peak District will
be closed over the weekend of
August 8/9, 2020, for two days of
demonstration runs from period
carsaswellas Group Brally cars.

R.A.C.route

Route information forthe 2019
Roger Albert Clark Rally will be
unveiled on the Roger Albert
Clark Rally Motor Club stand
at Autosport International this
weekend. The club will be on
stand 3725 with more information
on the November eventas well
asthe 2019 BHRC and Historic
Asphalt Rally Championships.

Trial for Rabagliati
FormulaJunior guru Duncan Rabagliati
made his trials debut over Christmas
when he passengered for FJ racer
Stuart Roach in the Plum Pudding
Trialin Hampshire. Having raced his
single-seater Alexis in more than

600 races, Rabagliati hopped into

the National Exhibition
Centre in Birmingham.

brief spellin F1, while Belgian
racer Pilette won the 1973 and

Rollinson, Gordon Spice and
Cyd Williams are all planning

managementand they werea
lotdifferenttoan F1car.”

We've just restored it from a
complete mess. We completely

the original Alexis trials cars for the
historic sporting trial.

stripped it and salvaged the
chassis and itis very much as
it was in period.”

Itis the prototype

“This was the original prototype
Alexis trials car and is the only
HFI. It probably just pre-dates
the first Alexis Formula Junior
race car. The 1172cc Ford
side-valve engine is almost

as we found it. Someone had
poured a load of concrete over
the top of the engine but that
sort of encased itand it wasin
pretty good condition inside.
With a clean and a new set of
rings, off it went.”

Rabagliati tried it out
“Duncan rescued seven of
them and over half still survive.
Two more of them are in my
shed, awaiting rebuild. Duncan
drove one of the restored cars
for hundreds and hundreds

of road miles, and he races
afront-engined Formula Junior
Alexis, but he'd never done
atrial until he passengered

for me on the Plum Pudding
Historic Trial over Christmas.”

Alex1s isa real rarity

Hawthorn'’s greatest machines

Hawthorn’s career to he celebrated with Race Retro display

British World champion Mike

Hawthorn will be celebrated
atRaceRetroattheend of
February with adisplay of
cars and artefactsfrom his
racing career.

Hawthorn’s career will be
marked in the show’s Hall of

Fame by the 1955 Le Mans-

winningJaguar D-type, now

owned by Nigel Webb, and a

Lotus11alongwithaunique
collection of personal racing

memorabilia,includinga
selection of trophiesand a
steering wheel from one of

his Formula 1 Ferraris.

After winning the 1958 World
Championship, Hawthorn
announced hisretirement from
racingbutdied inaroadaccident
ondJanuary 22,1959, when his
Jaguar saloon crashed on the
Hog’s Back near Guildford.

Revamped Avus to be
turned into a ‘venue’

The grandstands at thefamous
Avus circuitin Berlin could now be
rebuiltintoabar and event venue.

Avuswasone of Germany’sleading
race tracks of the 20th century and
was in use from 1921 right through
101998, morerecently hosting 3,
DTM and Group C cars.

Thetrackran alongboth sides of
adual carriageway, linked by hairpin
bends, butracingreduced after the
reunification of Germany.

The grandstands were left to decay
fornearly two decades astrafficon
the autobahn rushed past but the site
was purchased by Hamid Djadda,
whonow hasambitious plansto
preserve the buildings.

His plans centre onrebuilding the
commentary box into a glass-walled
event venue and bar overlooking
theautobahn. Offices will be built
underneath the 240mlength and areas
will be created to display vintage cars.

New stage rally

series for Mini aces

Anew stagerally championship
for classic Minis hasbeen
launched, covering eight
asphalt events.

The Classic Mini Challenge
will be promoted by Clitheroe
and District Motor Club and will
runindirect competition tothe
existingMini Cup fromthe
Historic Rally Car Register.

Thenew series will featurea
double-header on the Manx
National Rally in May, as well
asthe Down Rally in Northern
Ireland in July. Unlikethe HRCR
series, the Classic Mini Challenge
will only feature tworoundsin
Wales. The season startson the
Jack Neal Memorial at Blyton
Park on February9.

Chris Woodcockistheman
behind the championship and
canbe contacted via chris@

The classic Mini will get a new rallying competitionin’19

HISTORICS HEAD TO ANGLESEY? IT’S AN MN DREAM > > DPAGE1S

classicminichallenge.co.uk.

Tin-tops at Classic
The Historic Touring Car
Challenge from the Motor Racing
Legends team will feature six
rounds including areturn to the
Silverstone Classic. The season
starts atthe Donington Historic
Festival and takes in a one-hour
race in May at Oulton Park during
an AMOC Racing event.The
series will also feature at the
Thruxton Motorsport
Celebration (June 1/2).

European tour

Two UK dates and racesin France and
Portugal will make up the schedule
forthe GT and Sports Car Cup. The
race series for pre '66 GT and pre '63
sports-racing cars will run at the
Donington Historic Festival and
Silverstone International Trophy
meetings in May before dates at Albiin
June and Portimao in early November.

Trial winners

Andy Gowen and Beth Carroll
were the winners of the Historic
Plum Pudding Trial on Saturday
December 29. From a 50-strong
entry, Gowen’s Ibexreturned a
perfect score after cleaning all
18 hills at the Petersfield event.

Gowen and Carroll: Perfect
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IER: IDON'T NEED ANY HELP

Citroen’s new star man says he won’t rely on team-mate

Sebastien Ogier says that he wants to fight for the championship on his own termsin 2019

By David Evans

Sebastien Ogier has
insisted he doesn’twant
number one status in the
Citroenteamthisyear-
and he’d rather notrelyon
his team-mate Esapekka
Lappiin his pursuitofa
seventh straight world title.

Ogierreturnstothe French
manufacturer having walked
away from the Versailles squad
following arow with Sebastien
Loeboverteam hierarchy in
2011. Citroen retained Loeb
who won aninth world titlein
2012 before Ogier began hisrun
of six straight championships.

The 35-year-old star told
Motorsport Newshehadno
interestin any preference
amongthetwofactory
C3WRCs.

Hesaid: “Idon’t want any
number onestatusinthe
team-formeithastobe
equal chanceaslongaswe
both have achancetofight.

If onedriver hasthe chance
and the othernotthenit’s
logical to give some support
inthisdirection, right now we
start with the same chance.

“I'mhappy tohave Esapekka
intheteam, he’sanice guy and
definitely has sometalent as
well. And he can bring some
interesting thingsfrom hisold
team [Toyota]. Atthemoment,
Ibelieve we can do what we

havetodo-there’snoreason
tothink this [team] won’tbe
performing well.”

For thefirst timelast year,
Ogierrelied on help from his
M-Sportteam-mates Elfyn
Evansand Teemu Suninen
toland thedrivers’title. But
he’skeentoavoid that sort of
scenario thistime around.

Ogieradded: “There was
some times whenIhad some
helpfrom team-mates, that’s
notthe way I wanteditand
it’snotthe way I wanttostart
the season thinkinglike this.
My targetisthatI wantto
makeitonmyownandmost
of my careerit waslike this.
Yes, there was a situation
where I benefitted from some
supportfrom my colleagues
and atleastthat wasalittle
bit of giving back from what
IThavedonein the same way
[in previous years].”

Lappi, whohaseight years,
six titlesand 43 world rally
winslessthan Ogier, isin
nodoubtabouthisplacein
the team —butalso knows
hishopes of avoiding team
ordersremaininhishands.

“It’sobvious whoisnumber
one and whoisnumbertwo,”
hesaid, beforeadding with a
smile: “Atleast'mnotnumber
three, which is already better.
Sofar,Idon’t know how Seb
[Ogier] works but whatI've
discussed sofar, he seems

warm and anice guy, but
maybehe’sadifferent -
personinrace mode. -

“Laterin the season, if
itlookslike’'mnotonthe
fight for the overall standings,
thenit’s quite clear we
will give space for him like
M-Sportdid for him [last]
year. It’s part of the game.

But,if I'mleading on Monte

and he’sbehind, for surel

will not give him any space -
weareonanequallevelin

the start of the season. Itcan’t

belike that. Ireally believe i
there won’t be team orders.” %

Both drivers completed
their two-day Monte test
lastmonth and agreed the
C3 WRC has potential.

Ogier’s primary concern
withthe carisalimited
window of rally-winning
opportunity.

Hesaid: “Sofarthefirsttest
went OK. But, for sure, there
isthings we need to change
better tomy taste. It’s difficult
toestimate how longit’s going
totaketodothat. Thiscar
showed great speed in some
conditionslast year, but if
you check the overall result
fromlast year and my first
impression from the caristhat
itneedstobeabletobefastin
more conditions. It’s definitely
faston some conditions, but
notonalland that’s what we
need toimprove.”

Greensmith to join forces with M-Sport for WRC attack on Rally Portugal

Britain’s Gus Greensmith will
makehisdebutina Ford Fiesta
WRC at this year’s Rally Portugal.

Inaddition to partnering Elfyn
Evansand Teemu Sunineninthe
factory team in Matosinhos, he will
compete on 10 world championship
rounds, spearheading M-Sport’s
WRC2Proeffort.

The 22-year-old tested a Fiesta WRC
forthefirsttimein November and
admitted driving the car Sebastien
Ogierused to winlast year’s world
title came asa wake-up call.

Greensmith said: “I’dnever
tested a World Rally Car,no 2016
car, nothing. So, to getintothiscar
forthefirsttimereally was a wake-
upcall. Putitthisway...Idon’t
have many 50s [metres] in my notes

now-they’vebecome ‘intos’.

“I'll getaday of testing before
Portugal and if that goes well, it’s
possibleIcould doanotherone
ortworalliesina World Rally Car.
Drivingthat car’sfantastic, butI
alsohaveajobtodoin WRC2Profor
M-Sport.I'vegottobeaimingat
podiums early in the year and then
pushing for wins towards theend.”

The Manchester driver wason
the WRC 2 podium four times
with M-Sportlastseason—
buthe has his sights set
onfinishing higher than '.
fourthin theoverall
WRC 2 standings this
time around.

“Iwanttobe - TR
fightingfor the

championship,” hesaid. “It’sabig
year, butit’s what I've worked for. At
thestartof 2017,Isaid I wanted tobe
inafullfactorybacked drivein two
orthreeyearsandI’veachievedthat.”
® MNunderstands Pontus
Tidemand has secured funding for
amore extensive WRC programme
thanjustthefirsttworoundsin
M-Sport’sthird factory Fiesta WRC.
The 28-year-old Swede could contest
asmany ashalf of thisyear’s
events with the team. Italian
driver Lorenzo Bertelliisalso
expected toreturntothe WRC
' witha2017-spec Fiesta WRCin
Swedennext month.

Britonhas
bigambitions

o AR P
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“Hyundai has )
some questions
to answer”

‘Close-road plan
for Cambrian Rally’

Revamp for UK event, pl4

| ESAPEKKA LAPP!

%
Ogier has got to grips
with the Citroen C3

Q&A

What convinced you to
sign for Citroen?

“l was impressed with the effort they
made to bring me and this team has so
much dataand so much history —we
have the tools to be really successful.
| decided after Finland [last year] to
come. We discussed early inthe
season with Mr Budar [Pierre, team
principal] and I felt he really wanted
me in this team and he convinced me
really well. Ifelt I would get alot of
support over here and these were
strong things which are important for
me. The carhas beenreally faston
Tarmac all the time, there have been
some difficulties on gravel but when
Mads [Ostberg] did suchagood
result [finishing second] in Finland

it was done from my side that this
was agood placetogo.”

Whatwentwrong last year?
“There were a lot of my own mistakes.
[ think there was some misfortune
from the car point of view, nothing
crazy but many small things which
disturbed me. | don't know whether
they come from bad preparation or
something [else], but we had lot of
issues on Fridays on some of the
rallies. It was only me, but many
times we had something which
wasn't right and that made my
life really difficult. Let's say
maybe not mistakes, but
these [were] things we did
something wrong on the

testandthen it was wrong from the
start of the rally.”

How does the C3 compare
totheYarisWRC?

“The view fromthe inside. .. on Yaris
you can see more. The C3 hasa
smaller windscreen and there's more
[pitch]inthe suspension. But, on the
otherhand, there is a bit of a difference
onthe engine side. | feel this one [the
C3] has abitmore powerfromthe

top and maybe Toyotais more

s driveable, but clearly Citroen's

transmission is much better
and there is many good
things. In Portugal [at the
firstdevelopmenttestin
& December] | felt we had

some work to do on gravel. The
speedis not bad, we saw this on
gravelrallies recently for Citroen —
but|say we can be much faster.

If we canfixthese things, | can tell
you, it will be the fastest car.”

Canvyou fight for the title
thisyear?

“My objective for the seasonisto try
and be betterthan last year. | need to
improve my performance in every area
and try to learn from Seb, what he
does differently and try improve that
way. For Monte Carlo, we should be
quite familiar with the car, so for sure |
want to fight in the top five like last year
andlthinkit’s clearly possible. | don't
feel the car so difficult, so why not?”

Revamped format set

to revitalise Asia-Pacific

Thisyear’s Asia-Pacific Rally
Championship willrun with aradically
different format for the first time.

Inanefforttoenhance competitionin
one of the most geographically diverse
championshipsinthe world, anew
seven-round APRC calendar will be split
into Asia and Pacificregions. The four
Pacific Cuprounds are: Rally of Otago
and Rally of Whangareiin New Zealand
while Australia provides Rally Tasmania
andthe Eureka Rally. The Asia Cup
rounds are Rally of Medan (Indonesia),
Rally of Johor (Malaysia), Rally
Hokkaido (Japan)and ChinaRally.

Two groups of drivers from both
regions will then qualify for the APRC
finaleat the India Rally in late November.
Thisevent will decide the APRC winner.

FIA APRC Working Group president
Vicky Chandhok said: “We’re getting
there. We’ve organised a very radical
change whichisanew and vibrant
formatforthe FIA APRC.”

Katsuta ready for
fuller WRC attack

Japan’shopes of landing
afirst World Rally
Championship winnerin
27years have taken a step
forward with news that
Takamoto Katsuta will
contestall-but oneround
of thisyear’s WRC.

The 25-year-old Toyota
GazooRacingRally
Challenge Program driver
willremain in a Ford Fiesta
R5for all WRC rounds except
the season-closing Rally
Australia. In addition, he will
compete on two Finnish Rally

Tl

-

Katsuta turned heads with his 2018 R5 performances

co-driver Katsuta. The pair
last worked togetherin 2016.
Katsutasaid: “TheRally
Challenge Program hasbeen
strengthened, and so aneven
morerigorous world awaits
me.Iam determined to push
myself tothelimit,andIam
confident that Iwill be able

Championshiprounds—the togrow significantly.”
SM Itaralli (snow, March) and Programme supervisor
SM Riihimakiralli (gravel, Tommi Makinen said he
May)-inaToyota Yaris WRC. had been impressed with
Briton Dan Barritt will Katsuta overthelast three

returnto Toyota Gazoo to

years, adding that hisfocus

isnowonthestepuptoa
World Rally Car. Makinen
said: “Thetargetsfor the
comingseason arefor Katsuta
tounderstand theimportance
of consistency and balanced
work inlong WRC events,
build confidence, learn to
deal with the pressure.”
Kenjiro Shinozuka was
thelast Japanese driverto
wina WRCround, when he
took back-to-back wins at
the Ivory Coast Rally with
Mitsubishiin 1991-92.

Adamo replaces axed Nandan at the top of the Hyundai tree for 2019 WRC challenge

Hyundaibecame the third of the

ashead of thefirm’s customer

view of his Cumbrian firm. Pierre

WRC’s progress. Hyundai was

World Rally Championship’s four
factory teamsto changeitsteam
principal when Andrea Adamo
replaced Michel Nandan last week.
Adamo will take on the running
of thefirm’s WRC effort, while
continuingin his current position

racing department.
Adamo’s stepupfollows

M-Sport’sannouncement

that Rich Millener will

Wilson takes ona wider

move intotheroleof team J 52
principal while Malcolm %

... Budarreplaced Yves Matton at

@s thetop of Citroenlast year.

j Nandan’sdeparturehad
been telegraphed after the
sguad missed out on both
titlslast year, hisfifthin

charge of thei20 Coupe

beaten by Asian neighbour Toyota,

with TommiMakinen’s team

liftingthe makes’ crowninjustits

second year with the Yaris WRC.
Nandan (inset) joined Hyundai

Motorsportin 2013, overseeing

the development of the team.

aveyou ever had the feeling
your boss thinks you might
have amomentortwoto
spare? Andrea Adamo
could be forgiven for just
such thoughts. Adamo’s
the cheerful Italian chap in charge of
Hyundai’s customer racing department.

If you fancy an 120 R5 car orwantto goracingin
ani30 N TCR, then he's the man on the other end
of the telephone. If his line's a bit busy over the next
couple of weeks, it's because he's been given an
extra duty ortwo. Like running the Hyundai Shell
Mobis World Rally Team.

The communication of Adamo’s new role as team
director came with the line: “... headingup all WRC
activities in addition to his Customer Racing duties.”

So, either Hyundai expect something of adownturn
in sales, or running a World Rally Championship
programme’s not quite the involved process it was
thought to be.

Either way, he's going in at the deep end, managing
the squad's Monte Carlo effort. The French Alps
opener has never been kind to the South Korean
firm —and, just when Andrea didn’t need any
additional pressure in the principality, he's got
Sebastien Loeb landing in his team.

Nice problem to have though: a nine-time
champion flying back from South America with the
sole purpose of pleasing you on his first time driving
one of your cars with numbers on the doors.

Isita poisoned chalice? Absolutely not. Hyundai
is awell budgeted, well-resourced team which has
finished second in the manufacturers’ championship
forthe last three years and won 10 of the 65 WRC
rounds it has started with the various incarnations
of i20.

Replacing Michel Nandan with our busy-and-
soon-to-be-busier-friend Andrea would indicate
amanagement problem. | like Nandan, but it's hard
to argue in favour of keeping him when Tommi
Makinen and Toyota came in and stole Hyundai's
thunder in year two of the Yaris WRC.

Andthenthere’s the continued internal strife in
Alzenau, where the cars are run from. In his first full
season with the squad, Thierry Neuville fell out
with the team in spectacular style. Admittedly, the
Nandan-Alain Penasse axis brought the Belgian
back into line. But the management of Andreas
Mikkelsen’s arrival as the chosen one, casting one-
time chosen one Hayden Paddon into the shadows,
while bit-player Dani Sordo stormed the main stage
only to cast Mikkelsen into the shadows was far
fromideal. And now Loeb's about to land (having
cast Paddon from the spotlight to the shadows
and ultimately exited him stage left) to further
complicate an already overly convoluted structure.

There’s potential for Hyundai success this year. But
there are also question marks which remain. It will be
fascinating to see if Adamo can untangle this one.

If it's more WRC insight you're after, there's only
one place for you to be this Saturday. Get to
Autosport International and watch the official
launch of the WRC. Everybody who's anybody
is going to be talking about the season ahead.

And, if his phone stops ringing long enough,
we'lleven get aword with Andreaas well. ..

L/
Y AGREE/DISAGREE?
. letters@motorsport-news.co.uk
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PunctureshurtRally GB bid

Meadows gets R2
for BTRDA attack

BTRDA 1400 frontrunner
Tommi Meadows will drive a
Ford Fiesta R2 in competition
full-time in 2019, with the
support of Peter Smith.
Meadows was one of a
number of drivers loaned
aFiestaby Smith, who
supports many young
drivers and his Swift
Caravans concern backed
Matt Edwards to the
BTRDA and British Rally

Championship titles last year.

Meadows finished second in
class on Wales Rally GB after
punctures, and third in class
on the Plains Rally in his two
R2 outings last season, while
also taking fourth in BTRDA
1400Sin a Ford Ka.

He will enter the R2 Rallye
Cup and BTRDA Silver Star,
both won by George Lepley
in asimilar carin 2018.

“George took the Silver Star
win last year and that was a
great achievement, and my
focus for this yearis to get
as high up in the Silver Star
asIcan,” said Meadows.

“There should be some good
competition to base ourselves
against. It’snicetobea
known quantity, because
with the Kain the 1400s, we
never really knew what we
were up against with all
the cars being different.

“I’ve done all of the BTRDA
events now. The Cambrian
[season opener]is not my
favourite event, butit’s still
good stages. I’'m confident
going in, knowing what
to expect.”

Meadows is the son of 2000
BTRDA Gold Star champion
Martin, who took the title
while driving a Proton.

ByJack Benyon

The Cambrian Rally has secured a city
centre service area and the organiser
is hoping to create a atmosphere
similar to that of the Belgium-based
Ypres Rally with night stages also
included in the itinerary.

Thisyear’s Cambrian-based, asusual,
inLlandudno, on February 16 —hoststhe
British Rally Championship for the first
time alongside the BTRDA and Welsh
Rally Championship, actingas the first
round of each series.

Llandudno has already played host to
closed-roads for motorsporthavingbeen
the venue for alive stage on Wales Rally
GBin October2018.

Whilenolive closed-road stage action
will take place on the North Wales Car
Club-runevent, theideaistoclosethe
towninordertotakerallyingcloserto
spectators and the general public.

“We’retryingto create an atmosphere
and bringeveryone together,” said
Cambrian clerk of the course Alyn
Edwards, father of reigning BRC and
BTRDA champion Matt.

“Thegoalistomakeitlike Ypres: that’s
what we'retryingtoachieve. It’sbeen
well received and the councilandlocal

businessesarein supportof itasit
should bring more people to the area.

“It’sachallengeforthe [organising]
team to get something quite uniquelike
thistogether. But the clubisreally looking
forward toit. It’s goingto bereally good
forthesportaswell.”

Theeventis sponsored by Visit Conwy,
and Conwy County Borough Council
and the town council have been key to
securingthe town centre service area.

“We'redelighted to supportthe
Cambrian Rally again this year.It’san
eventthat closely fits the aims of our events
strategy by extending the winter tourism
offer,” said Councillor Louise Emery,
Conwy County Borough Council’s Cabinet
Member for Economic Development.

“Beingthefirstround of the British
Rally Championship will bringthe event
and the county extra profile nationally,
and provideaboost to thelocal economy
duringaquiettime of the year.”

Thelocal council will be providing
entertainment on the day, with the cars
duetoleave Llandudno at 0800hrs and
servicearoundnoon. They will then
returnjust after 1500hrs, where the
national and BTRDA runners will
finish before the BRC entrantsdo
threenight stagesto conclude therally,

Rally GB used Llandudno for town centre stage

with a ceremonial finish at 1900hrs.

“Instead of hiding our sport away,
we should be showingit off,” said BRC
championship manager Iain Campbell.
“It’sgreat toseethe ambition that the
North Wales Car Clubhasand that
Conwy Council hasin creatingan
eventthat’snotjustarally. They want
totakeeverythingintothe centre of
Llandudno. It’'ssomethingI think we
should be doinganyway.”

The eventhasdecided torun BTRDA
1400s and historicsfirst ontheroad,
which should help the transition of
the event which has always been
predominantly BTRDA and Welsh
Championship dominated.

“Alyn was brilliant on that [the seeding],
the 1400s gofirst and the Category 1and
Category 2historics at thefronttoo,”
saidthe BTRDA’s Neil Cross.

“The Gold Star frontrunners will mix
itwith the BRC boys as well.

“Our1400s—whowe arereally trying
todraw back —they're goingtobe
happy they can attack the stagesin
prime condition.

“We know the quality of the stages will
bethere asRally4dWales are working up
there.Icanseeitbeingamuch better
eventforeverybody.”

BRC entries run together

Historics lead road order

Reigning Scottish Rally champion Andrew
Gallacher will not defend his titlein 2019
afterfailingto secure sufficient budget.
Gallacher, who also claimed a win onthe
Wales Rally GB National eventin October,
will instead look towards the Galloway
Hillsrally as his only outing this year.

“T'll definitely be targeting the Galloway
Hills and a few otherlocal events, maybe
even the Scottish, butit’snotlooking good
forafull season.”

The 32-year-old, who beat Donnie
MacDonald to the Scottish crown by four
pointslast year, hasrecently sold his ex-

Scottish Rally champion Gallacher won’t defend title because of 2019 hudget woes

Asked whether Gallacher would team
up with title-winning co-driver Jane Nicol
onselected events this year, the Scotsman
admits thatis still up for discussion.

“Itwould be great tohave Jane back, but
that would all depend on whether she sorts
outafull-time drive with someoneelse.”

“It’slookinglike I'll be doing nothing this
year which is unfortunate,” Gallacher told
Motorsport News. “It’sfundingissues again,
which wekind of knew was the case before
the season finished.

Armin Schwarz Ford Focus WRCO01,
with afull-season drive now unlikely.

“The car’s been good tome over the years,
butit’salwaysbeen very expensive torun.
I'veneverhad any dramaswithit.”

Entries are openfor thefirstround of the
SRC, the Snowman Rally, which hasbeen
renamed in honour of itslong-term clerk
of the course and organiser Iain ‘Coogie’
Urquhart, who passed away last year.
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‘Giantkiller Reynolds

wins with a Deepcut’
Festive rally reports, pl1

Photos: TEG Sport, mcklein-imagedatabase.com, Roy Dempster

TEG LAUNCHES R5/WRC 7.
SKODA SUBARU HYERID |, i

“Irish Tar series G
ready for a

reboot?” el

n its 40th anniversary season

lastyear, the Irish Tarmac Rally

Championship should have been

celebrating, butinstead it fell flat.
While disagreements with

e T————

‘Skodaru’ based on Fabia R5 shell are in bu11d at TEG Sport

Subaru specialists and British cars, while Jock Armstrong with eight already sold. fourenginein, whichis . .

Rally Championship winning has wontwo Scottish Rally Newbyishopingthetest aluminium [lighter], we’ve §ponsors and organisers behind the
team TEG Sporthasdevelopeda Championshipswiththeteam. anddevelopmentcar will managed to getitlow downand scenes didn't help, ageneral struggle for RS
new car for 2019, taking the best Stuart Newby, TEGbossand  beoutinmid-January. afair way back, so we don’t have entries across Ireland and Britain hurt major
partsof aSkoda FabiaR5anda  fatherof Arron, dreamed up The car will costaround alot of weightin front of the championships, with only four R6s competing

SubaruImpreza World Rally
Car and combining the two.
The car has a Skoda FabiaR5
shell with R5 suspension and
dampers, butthen hasatwo-
litre turbo engine from an
Impreza WRC and a Modena
six-speed paddleshift gearbox
used regularly in Subarus
by TEG. The outfithas
nicknamed it the ‘Skodaru’.
TEG’sImprezas consistently
winrallies all over the country,
with mechanic Arron Newby a

£120,000, atleast £20,000 cheaper
than most second-hand Ford
FiestaR5s, and will costless
torebuild asengine and
gearbox refreshments can be
doneathomeoratavariety of
workshops, whereas R5s have
tobereturned to their builder.
The Subaruengineislighter
and more powerful than the
SkodaR5’s1600cc unit, but
Newby believes thereal
benefit will come with the way
thenew parts are packaged.

front dampers,” added Newby.

“Theheaviest part of our car
isthe gearbox andit’satthe
centre of the car. Everything
we could get down on thefloor,
we have, to keep the weight low.
Ithink that will be the key to
this car working well. We have
nooverhangin thefrontor
rear, the weightisdead centre.”

The car could prove to be
popularinIreland asthereis
demand for right-hand-drive
R5s, none of which are

the concept with some of his
Impreza customers.

“Subaruhaven’tdone alotfor
awhileand they aren’t bringing
newrally carsout,” hesaid.

“I'vehad some customers
thatI’vehad for years that were
ready to move on to something
else. We sat down onenight
and everybody was off to buy
an R5, or we built something
that wasabitmoretrick.”

The car will be availablein
right orleft-hand-drive, and

regularly in the ITRC and the same in the
British Championship.

Despite Ireland’s relative size, it's still one of
the best rallying countries in the world, for roads,
event quality, number of entries per its population
and definitely in ‘fever, aterm now often used
to describe how cool something is based on
its history, look or nostalgia value. These
columninches could easily be wasted on ITRC
memories starting with Vatanen and finishing
up with French bread and Andrew Nesbitt. But,
there’s no need, as the excitement for this year

Manx Rally championinits

the company has10in build

“We’ve put the Subaruflat-

currently homologated.

Allen plans two years
in ITRC with Fahia

Philip Allen, the son of the

late Northern Ireland Rally
champion Glenn, has committed
todoingtheIrish TarmacRally
Championship forthenexttwo
seasonsinan Evo2-specification
Skoda FabiaR5.

Beginninghis campaign atthe
one-day Galway International
Rally on February 10, Allen says
that2019is all about familiarising
himself with each of the seven
rounds and gradually increasing
his speedintheseries.

Todate, the 26-year-old has
entered three closed-road
competitions. Allenfinished
fourth onthe Tyrone Stages
butretired fromboth the Tour
of the Sperrins Rally and the
Ulster International Rally.

“The Tarmac Championshipis
where many of the top R5drivers
areheading,” Allen told M.

“Some peoplemight think thisis
quite abigjumpfor someonelike
me, but you have toremember
thatmyfirst properrally wasina
Mini World Rally Car. Before
every Irish Tarmac round we will
test. There’sahuge amount of
effort goinginto this by lots of
people; we want todoitright.

“Attheend of the year we
should have a cleareridea of
where we stand, and make
whatever changes necessary to
hit the ground runningin 2020.

“Idid the Ulster Rally back in
AugustandIlearnt somuch from
it. Youmighthave abadfirstday
but you canreset for the second
oneand goagain. Youjustcan'tdo
thaton one-dayrallies,” he added.

Allen’s Fabia broke cover forthe
firsttime atthe Turkey Run Rally
over Christmas, where he suffered
issues and finished 64th. Purchased
from Wevers Motorsportin
Holland, the Fabia will be prepped
by McGeehan Motorsport.

Preparation ace
Dawson returns

Andy Dawson’s eponymous
outfit known for running cars
for thelikes of Ari Vatanen
and StigBlomgqvist will return
to give technical assistance to
Tom Delaney and the SVP
Motorsport operation this year.
Ex-works driver and regular
international rally winner
Dawson competed successfully
inthe 1970s and ’80s before
running carsfor some of the
mostinfamousnamesin
rallying, under the Dawson
AutoDevelopments banner.
Delaney’sdad Dominic, head
of SVP, worked for Dawsonin
thepast, and the trio have united
to optimise the Mitsubishi
Lancer E6 Tom Delaney will
driveinthe BTRDA this year.
“Dominic used to work for
memany yearsagoand we

Dawson had a long compet1t1on career alongs1de car prep

stayedintouch, I wentouton
last year’s Nicky Grist stages
with themtolend ahand and
wasimmediately impressed
with Tom,” said Dawson. “He
wasdrivinga car that wasnew
tohim, clearly it wasnotright
with some ‘issues’ yet he was
stillin the top 20 overall. He was

extremely professional with
feedback onthecaraswell as
hisobviousnatural speed.”

SVPisalsodevelopinga
Mini for Delaney to use on
Motorsport News Circuit
Rally rounds, an R56 Cooper
S.Tomhasdriven asimilar
car on sprintevents.

Donegal dominator Kelly in RS smtch for International Rally return

Irishman Manus Kelly will join
ahost of drivers switchingtoR5
power this seasonin an attempt

to successfully defend both his
Killarney Rally of the Lakes and
Donegal International Rally wins.

Kelly triumphed on both sealed
surface eventslast year drivinga
S12B Subaru Impreza World Rally
Car, winning the biggest event of
theIrish calendarin Donegal for
thethird yearinarow.

Hejoins2015and 2013ITRC
champions Donagh Kelly and
Declan Boylein embracingthe
formularespectively, buthasn’t
confirmed which model car he
willdrive.

Manus Kelly became only the
third person, after Cahal Curley
and Billy Coleman, to win the
Donegal Rally for three

Kelly treble Donegal winner

consecutive years,and now has
the chance tobecome the first
driver todoitfour times.
“Ourintentionistogoback
and defend both titlesinaR5car,”
hesaid.
“Wehave won Donegal for the
last three seasons and we could
potentially winitagain. There’sa

lot of factors that would need to go
our way in order for that tohappen
because our fellow competitors
are capable of winningit.

“Can we winitagain? Of course
we can. Isit[four winsin arow]
something we arefixated on? Not
really, no. We are simply looking
forward to gettingback out again
and competingin theserallies.

“With family and work pressures
wereally haven’thad the chance
tositdown and putapackage
togetherto competeinthelIrish
Tarmac Championship, but we’ll
definitely be doing somerounds.”

Meanwhile, Donagh Kelly
got to grips with hisnew Skoda
Fabia R5 priortothe Christmas
break when he organised a brief
testaroundashortcircuitinthe
Czech car.

&

is at its peak.

With the usual suspects like the Moffetts (Sam
and Josh), Jonny Greer and Robert Barrable likely
to return,anumber of WRC regulars have
made the switch to R5 this year.

For 2016 the ITRC voted to outlaw WRC cars
from scoring points in its overall championship,
and while the likes of Declan Boyle, Garry
Jennings and Donagh Kelly continued in
WRCs and winning events overall, it was
the turn of the RBs to win the championship.

However, with Boyle, Jennings and Kelly all
stayingin WRCs, the ITRC lacked its previous
three champions fighting for the title. While
the competitionin 2016 and '17 didn't suffer,
it could have been alot better.

But, alas, Kelly and Boyle have both opted
to take on R5 cars forthe 2019 season, and
while Jennings still wants a rule passed to
allow right-hand-drive RS conversions to be
eligible, the RS brigade has added another
key member in Manus Kelly.

Arguably one of the most surprising and
impressive driversin Ireland in recent years, Kelly
has steered away from regular ITRC competition,
but has won three Donegal International rallies
inarow, and winning that event is as big as
winning the championship in some drivers’
opinion. Think winning Le Mans and the World
Endurance Championship. Similar kind of thing.

Kelly has been so impressive because he only
does an event ortwo in warm-up, and then he's
bang on the pace come June in Letterkenny.
That will be tested even further this year as he
matches up with the likes of the Moffetts, who
have thousands of miles in R6s under their belts.

Going backto the lack of R5 entries, a kind
calendar matchup between the ITRC and BRC
may help. DesiHenry and David Bogie will at
least start both championships, openingin
Galway and the Cambrian respectively, and
hopefully more will follow that lead as the
calendars share the West Cork Rally and
Ulster Rally. The Galloway Hills is usually
attended by many Irish crews too.

Lets hope one of the most feverrally
championships in existence is resurgence-ready.

AGREE/DISAGREE?

letters@motorsport-news.co.uk
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MULL ORGA
PLANNING 2019 ROUT,

Event Is pressing on in

anticipation of new laws--

ByJack Benyon

Mull Rally organisers are

proceeding with a route for the

2019 event, in anticipation that
- new laws will be passed in time

to facilitate road-closures

on theisland.

The event on thelsle of Mull hasn’t
runsince 2016, when aloopholein
existinglegislation was discovered
and meantit was nigh-on impossible
tosecure eventinsurance.

The Scottish Governmentis
attempting to pass new legislation
similar to that of England and Wales,
which would devolve the power to

grant road-closure permits to
therelevantlocal authority and
Motorsport UK, responsible for
governing the sportin Britain.

A consultation launched by the
Scottish governmentis open until
the end of January, which allows
peopletoread the suggested wording
of thelaw and contact MPs in support
or opposition. The government
will then decide whether to proceed
with the new law.

“We are working on a 2019 route,”
said Iain Campbell, the Wales Rally
GB clerk of the course who helps to
organise the event. “When you're
working ona Mull route yougoin

Event launched withJohn Stone (c) lastweek at Myerscough College

North West Stages gets 35 closed-road stage miles

The North West Stages was launched
last week, confirming the event will
feature 35-miles of closed-road stages
initsnewformat.

Thepopular event, previously based
in Blackpool, has taken advantage of new
laws makingit easierto obtain closed-
road permits to compete on publicroads.

Now based out of Myerscough College
near Garstang, which will host service
and scrutineering, the event will feature
50 stage milesin the Borough of Wyre
tothe eastand west of the event base.

Eventsponsor and Ford FiestaRS

WRCdriver John Stone was among those
offering passengerrides at the media day,
withmotorbikelegend John McGuinness
onhand to provide his thoughts onthe
March 23 event’snew format.

“We have worked closely with Wyre
Council having previously run
Special Stages on the council-owned
Fleetwood Waterfront,” said event
director Dave Read.

“Weare confident therally will bring
significantlevels of incometothe
areaat whatisarelatively quiet time
intourismterms.”

i

with aload of ideas but after 49 years
and given the limited roads on the
island therereally are only tweaks
totheformatthat you can achieve.
“The team has been put together.
We’re working on the assumption
that the weekend of October 13isthe
date and there will be a Mull Rally.
“Butobviously we’rerelying on
the consultation going well and
legislation will be putin the statute
booksin time. We’re going forward
with the positivity that it will all
happen. We have letters of support
from the council and police and the
islandis cryingoutforittoreturn.”
While support from therallying

Wearden/Agnew won
the Ulster Rally in 1999

NI} /]

]ohﬁ MacCrone
s won Mull in 2016

community is united behind Mull’s
comeback, theisland also appears
eager tohaveitreturn. Aside from
the Mull Music Festival, the rally
isthe biggest event of the year and
hasafinancialimpact on theisland,
which has under 3000 residents.

“There’s the atmosphere and
excitement, but you can be quite
cold-hearted aboutit as well and say
thelack of the event has a massive
financialimpact,” added Campbell.

“Not only from the week of the
rally but the reconnaissance visits
through the year as well. It’s the
kind of cash flow that can keep
people going until Easter.”

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

Over 200 sign-up for

Peugeot Challenge event

Almost 200 people have signed up to the
Peugeot Challenge 30th anniversary
event beingheld alongside Race Retro
at Stoneleigh Park.

The series—in various guises —

helpedlaunch the careers of Richard
Burns, Jonny Milner, Kevin Furber,
Mark and David Higgins and Kris
Meeke, and began with the 309 and
205-based Challenge in 1989.

Duetoover subscription, the event

hashad tomove, now taking partat the
Kenilworth Ramada on February 23.

Aswell asthe evening meal —which

will hold anumber of tables dedicated
tothelikes of Burns and many of its
champions—cars will be displayed
inthehalls at Race Retro, while the
rally stage run by Rallying with Group
B willfeature period machinery.

Already confirmed for the eventis

Colin McRae’s 309, which he used in
1988 as the Challenge format was
trialled, Furber’s RAC Rally 205 Group
A car and Justin Dale’s British Junior
Championship-winning 106 Super 1600.
Original championship co-ordinator
Keith Baud and his successor Stella
Boylesalsojoin the event. MNis
expectingtoreveal anumber of the

key attendees in next week’sissue.

For further information on the event,

contact Kevin Furber on 07850 732867.

McRae/Ringer 309 to Stoneleigh

Wearden to make rally return in a Hyundai

Former British Rally
Championship frontrunner
Neil Wearden will competein
hissecondrallyin 10years for
the revamped North West
Stages, which includes closed-
road teststhisyear.

Wearden, mostfamousfor his
exploitsina Vauxhall Astrain
the BRC’sinfamous F2era, will

= driveaone-off Hyundaibuilt
for WalesRally GBin 2014.

The North West Stages -
slated for March 23 -1launched
with amediaday at Myerscough
Collegelast week, and has taken
advantage of new laws which
makeiteasierforeventsto
obtainroad-closure permits.

“Oneof the stagesistwomiles
frommy front door, soI couldn’t

letithappen without beingapart

of it,” explained Wearden, who

stopped competing full-time at

theend of the 2001 WRC season.
“Istill haveitchy feet. Thishas

relitthefire. We’veboughta

car and we’ll see how we geton.
We’rejust sobusy with our little
family business.”

The Hyundai Wearden will
use was built by notorious
F2-preparation ace Steve
Black’s 586 Sport for Oliver
Marriagetouse on Wales Rally
GB.Itfeaturesal.6-litreengine
producing around 180bhp, with
power going to thefront wheels.

“Itprobablylooks alotfaster
thanitis,it’s only got 180bhp,
but we’vedone afew testsinit
now and I’'mreally happy with
it,” added Wearden.

“Ifinished my careerin WRC
stuff and then went back to Mk2
Escorts, but deep down, from my
career,itisfront-wheel-driveI've
had themostsuccessin.”

Wearden will be co-driven
ontheeventby Callum Cross,
while period F2 co-driver Trevor
Agnew will help withlogistics.
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RALLY REPORTS
TURNER IS THE MASTER WITH JAFFA WINS

Second triumph in a row for Turner and Anthony at the Gareth Roberts memorial event at Pembrey

tofinish third in their Vauxhall Nova.
Fastest on the first stage were
Jamie Jukes/James Morgan, who were
quickest by 21 seconds in their Mitsubishi
Mirage, but theirjoy was short-lived asa
stage two puncture dropped them out of
contention. Jukes carried on, before
gearbox issues curtailed his day on SS4.
Mains/Griffiths jumped to third after

Results

1 Phil Turner/Simon Anthony (Mitsubishi Lancer E9) 51m 45s;

2 Gavin Edwards/ Caron Tomlinson (Ford Escort Mk2) +32s;

3 William Mains/Arfon Griffiths (Vauxhall Nova); 4 Tom Barber/loan
Lloyd (BMW Compact); 5 Peter Barrett/Robert Thomas (Escort
Mk2); 6 Rhodri Evans/lan Taylor (Escort Mk2); 7 Mike Roberts/
Hefin Jenkins (Escort Mk2); 8 Jim Munden/Danny Hutchins
(Subaru Impreza); 9 Ellis Belton/ Michael Jones (Escort Mk2);

10 Josh Jones/ Craig Jones (Peugeot 205).

Class winners: Mains/ Griffiths; Sean Jones/Elliott Roberts
(Mazda MX-5); Roberts/Jenkins; Edwards/Tomlinson; Barber/ Lloyd;

including gearbox failurefor Roger
Thomas/James Williams.

Tom Barber/Ioan Lloydlost time with
astage three spin and went off on SS4
intheir BMW Compact but took fourth,
ahead of Peter Barrett/Robert Thomas
intheir Escort Mk2 after alonglay-off.
Roundingout the top six was first-time
pairing of road rally class winners

Jaffa Stages Rally
By Simon Gronow

Organiser: Carmarthen /C When: December 30,2018 Where: Welsh
Motorsports Centre, Pembrey Stages: 5 Starters: 68

After makinga steady start, the pair
upped their pace as the day wore on—
gettingused to anew paddleshift gearbox
—and won the event by 32 seconds.

Forestregulars Gavin Edwards and
Caron Tomlinson pushed Turner hard
onarare Tarmac outing before settling
for therunners-up spotin their Ford
Escort Mk2. William Mains/Arfon

On a day of mixed weather conditions,
Phil Turner/Simon Anthony adapted
best of the full entry to win the Jaffa

Stages in their Mitsubishi Lancer E9

forthe second year running. Griffiths putin the drive of the day ahost of retirements on stage four, RhodriEvans/Ian Taylor. Munden/Hutchins; Evans/Taylor.
Incredible overall Flu-ridden McGonigle wins Turkey Run "
win for HeynOIds Turkey Run second, keeping the Skoda Fabia
MiniTempest Deepcut By Williar Neill R5of Henry from runners-up spot.
Barry Morrishad wonthe

BylanHarden Organisers: Maiden City MC When: December 29,2018 Do glea}; Rallv atthe same
Organisers: Sutton and Cheam MG/ Craven MC When: Where: Ballykelly, County Londonderry Stages: 5 . Y .1 5
December 29 Where: Deepcut Barracks, Surrey Stages: 8 Starters: 75 venuein Augustin hisfather’s
Starters: 38 Darrian T90 GTR. Back tohis

Leading from the startbut with more familiar Ford Escort Mk2,

Reynolds beat faster cars g

atop-threefinish was aminute
away. He was, though, the first
two-wheel-drive home.

Conor McCrossan jumped
from 12th on SS1 tofifth, ahead

anarrow three-second margin
atthefinish, Joseph McGonigle,
who was suffering with flu, won
the Turkey Runfor the second
timeinarowinaMiniJohn

Jordan Reynolds and co-driver
Peredur Davies put their Ford
FiestaR2T’snimble handlingto
good use to win the Mini Tempest
Rally againstahost of higher-

Matthew Ockendon/Vicky Barry
(Peugeot 205) and Neville Hudd/
Adam Quinn (Vauxhall Nova).

fight his Escort’s wayward back
end andlostfurther time. By SS5
the stage surfacehad cleared

powered machinery. properly and speedsrose. But Never more thanfive seconds Cooper Works WRC. of Trevor McConnell. McCrossan
Deepcut’sasphalt surface Reynolds cemented victory with apart, Ockendon overhauled For Galway co-driver Sean was 3s from matching Morris
was dry but with muddy aflourish on SS8, setting his hisrival on SS5and took fourth Hassett, it was his first win. but9suponMcConnell atthe
patches, which soon caught out seventh fastest time of the day. place by four seconds. From the off the duo set the pace, end. Amy Cox was seventh and
frontrunner Pete Rayner; he Rayner suffered further minor Results winning the 6.6-mile opener by 2s. Scottish visitor Nigel Feeney

hugely overshot a hairpin left
on SS1. Thishanded thelead to
Reynolds and the Fiesta driver
worked hard to extend his
advantage. He went fasteston

overshoots but wasrewarded
with the runner-up spotand the
Shawn Rayner Trophy asthe top
Ford Escortdriver. Guy Wigley,
third, drove sensibly throughout

1 Jordan Reynolds/ Peredur Davies (Ford Fiesta R2T)
36m10s; 2 Pete Rayner/Aron Rayner (Ford Escort Mk2)
+18s; 3 Guy Wigley/Shaun Layland (Escort MK2); 4
Matthew Ockendon/Vicky Barry (Peugeot 205); 5 Neville
Hudd/Adam Quinn (Vauxhall Nova); 6 Darrell Taylor/ Steve
McNulty (Mitsubishi Lancer E10); 7 Anthony Green/ Mike
Wilcox (Escort Mk2); 8 David Edmunds/Dom Jeans

Ontherepeatboth Alan
Carmichael and Desi Henry
setequal fastest times, moving
Carmichael’s Hyundaii20R5

intothejointlead with McGonigle.

overcame spinsineighth.

Results

1 Joseph McGonigle/ Sean Hassett (Mini John Cooper
Works WRC) 31m31s; 2 Alan Carmichael/Jordan McCaw
(Hyundai i20 R5) +3s; 3 Desi Henry/Mark Henry (Skoda
Fabia Rb); 4 Barry Morris/ Declan Campbell (Ford Escort
Mk2); 5 Conor McCrossan/Niall 0’Kane (Fabia $2000);

Mighty Mini man McGonigle

Class winners: Joel Eakin/ Eathan McColgan

(Peugeot 106); Henry/ Duffin; Ronnie McConnell/ Rachel
McConnell (Nissan Micra); Marty Gallagher/Rosalynn
Patton (Peugeot 208 R2); Janice Magee/Harry Johnston

six stagesinarow and marshals buthad grip problems, Onthe6.2-milelong SS3,

(Lancer E5); 9 Wayne Larbalestier/Sarah Parrish (Lancer (Escort Mk2); Morris/ Campbell; Thomas Maxwell/

reported helooked noticeably

quickerthan anyoneelse,

particularly exiting tight corners.
By contrast, Rayner often had to

particularly on a downhill section
toamid-stage hairpin-right.
Heremained ahead of amassive
scrap for Class B honoursbetween

E3); 10 lan Mundell/ Dale Gordon (Citroen C2).

Class winners: Matt Endean/Suze Endean (Nissan
Micra), Ockendon/Barry, Kevin Hall/ Nick Taylor (Escort
Mk2), Green/Wilcox, Taylor/ McNulty.

McGonigle broke away by 4s.
The gapremained after SS4and
then Carmichael took a second
back onthe2.9-mile SS5tofinish

Damien Duffin (Lancer E9).

6 Trevor McConnell/ Dean 0'Sullivan (Mitsubishi Lancer
EG); 7 Amy Cox/ Caron McCormack (Fabia S2000);

8 Nigel Feeney/Paula Swinscoe (Mini WRC); 9 James
Leckey/ David Kerr (Subaru Impreza); 10 Niall Henry/

Harry White (Ford Focus); Carmichael/ McCaw;
McGonigle/ Hassett; Cox/ McCormack; Stephen
McFerran/James McKeefry (Escort Mk2); Martin
McCormack/Laura Conlon (Escort Mk2).

RACING REPORT

MALLORY PARK: BRSCC BY IAN SOWNMAN

‘SUPER SPEN(
ENTRY REWARDED

Sports Cars
™ Races 1 & 2: Joe Spencer
| (Radical PR6)

Saloon Cars
Races 1 & 2: Andy
Thompson (SEAT Toledo)

ER’S LATES

Spencer (4) was distracted
at the start but still won

Double North West Sports/Saloon
champion Joe Spencer gained
some useful experience ahead of
his 2019 750 Motor Club Bikesports
campaign by winning both of the
Sports Carraces at Mallory Park

on the British Racing and Sports
Car Club Boxing Day meeting in

a newly-acquired Radical PR6.

The Leicestershire driver won the
regional titlein 2015and 2017, and a
campaign in the 750MC competition —
aboard a Spire—was mooted for 2018.
“We’vestill got the Spirein build,”
explained the 23-year-old. “We’ve got
this car [the ex-Phil Cooper race-winning
PR6] as abit of abenchmark.Ihave
never driven a car with downforce
before soIthoughtif Igotthe Radical I
would know roughly what it should feel
like so we could set the Spire up. Then
we can work out which oneto gowith.”

With only one trackday under his belt
before Mallory, Spencer entered the
Plum Puddingraceslate and thuslined
up onthe back of the grid for the opener.
However, he gave himself an additional
penalty. “Iwasn’tevenready,” he said.
“Iwasstillfiddlingabout with thelap
timer when the lights went out.”

Inspite of startinghisrace several
seconds late, Spencer was up to seventh by
the end of the openinglap and second by
lap three. He then set about diminishing
the advantage of the other Radical on the
grid, Dave Porter’s SR3RS, which had
started from pole position.

Whathad been a seven-second gap was
virtually nothingfive lapslater, and the
two Radicals went either side of the slower

Photo: Steve Jones

DECEMBER 26

Caterham of Tristan Judge on Kirkby
Straight. Atthe entranceto Gerard’s
they touched—each driver pointingthe
finger at the other—and while Spencer
continued, Porter traversed the grass.
Such was hisadvantage that heretained
second, and only the Lotus Exige-bodied,
Radical-chassised car of Paul Woolfitt
alsofinished on theleadlap.

Alatespinforthe Ariel Atom of Darren
Edmonds at Lake Esses handed fourth to
Woolfitt’s brother Jon, in a Hayabusa-
engined MK Indy. The top five finished
in the same order in race two, minus
Paul Woolfitt, who didn’t take the start.

Andy Thompson did the double in
the Saloon Car contests, which boasted
ahealthy 26-car entry. Steve Barnard,
who won one of theraces ayear agoin
his spaceframe Audi T'T, took the lead
from Rich Hockley’s Honda Civic
at Gerard’s Bend at the start, with
Thompson’s SEAT Toledo soon
following. Barnard was still ahead when
he spun at the exit of the Esses onlap
five, rejoiningin eighth and providing
Thompson with a straightforward
passage to victory. Barnard recovered
tosecond -taking Hockley again at the
Essesonlap 11 -and wasinitially shown
the chequered flag and, with no timing
in operation, classified first before the
result was amended. Behind Hockley
came Tony Haberman’s Volkswagen
Beetle and Jacob Carter’s Civic.

Later, therace finished with the
same top two but Adam Chamberlain’s
Vauxhall Astra VXR -which had
started on pole position due to a partially
reversed grid — completed the podium.
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MN’s writers pick out the series, events and results they'd most like to see this year

WHAT WE'RE LOOKING
FORWARDTOIN 2019

Thereisonly one thingleft on
remandostonsosickisimene | | LIRSS IRACE WINNERS

time F1 championhasconquered Le

ALONSO WINNING

Mans, tasted the champagne at the IN THE BTC c
~  Monaco Grand Prix and now there
-"'-' isjustthe Brickyard to vanquish.
c « He cameagonisingly closeon Sure, the cream alwaysrises to
g hisfirstattemptin 2017 with the the top in the British Touring Car
i Andretti Autosport-run, McLaren- Championship. It would be hard
' /’ entered machine. Heled for 271aps, toargue against any of therecent
i and wasintheleading pack with contests, includinglast year’s,
211lapstorun when the Honda when Colin Turkington claimed
engine went pop. the spoils despite only taking one
This year he will be back for victory from the 30 races.
anothershot. It willbeabigask Last year, there was a dizzying
because the Indycar he will drive roulette of race victors, which
will be a different beast from the resultedin 17individuals who
previous carhehashandled. scaled the top step of therostrum.
Lessaeromeansthecarsare Itmeantit washardtofind astory and the points situation even closer.
moretricky tocontend with and line through the weekends and Reversed grids, option tyres and
even some of the experienced US even more so from meeting to success ballast all mean the topsy-
racers were caughtoutin 2018. meeting. Each episode of the turvy series was sometimes too
If the Spaniard can conquer the championship struggled to bear unpredictable. Things have changed
Indy 500, he will cement his place relation tothe previous. interms of the ballast for this season
among the motorsportlegends The BTCC has several factors in an effort tomake the picturea

thathe so craves (and deserves). MJ designed to keep the action close lot clearer. MJ

r-—"'T_-_-_._-_._.;'_:.I_.__-

e = L~ RENAULT e

INGELI

THRIT

It wasnottheearly Christmas present driversfromlast year progressonto
anyone was wanting. Thenewsthat2019 new series. Butit would be greatif some
will bethefinal season of theRenault UK  starsof the pastreturntohelp give the
Clio Cupwasmetwith disappointment. = championship afitting send-off.

There have been some brilliantraces Regardless of grid size, one event
overthe yearsand wouldn’titbe great I'mparticularly lookingforward to
if things could end with abangand isKnockhill. Not since 2015 have the
wehave amemorable final season? Clios visited the Scottish venue and

Beingrealistic, there are concerns withit often providing spectacular
over entry levels asanumber of top racingitshould be aspecial event. SL

MORE COMMON SENSE
FROM MOTORSPORT UK

Last year was a great start for the new and become more customer-focused.

regime at Motorsport UK led by David We’ve already seen examples of the

Richardsandlatterly joined by Hugh removal of burdeningregulations, and

Chambers. The body became much theintroduction of adiscount scheme

more fleet-of-foot, able tomake quick formany retailersas part of signingup

decisions based on common sense, for aMotorsport UK licence. An ongoing
There’s somuch tolook forward to Seb Marshall. Seb Marshall’s first The Monte’s one of my absolute something which hasn’talways been review intosafety and alook at bustling
in the World Rally Championship time co-driving for Kris Meeke. favourites.Ilove the winter (great the case with the organisation. rally and racing calendars which
this season, so many firsts. First Kris Meeke’sfirst time drivingin jumper-wearing potential) and Arebrand -changing the 5 arespreading entriestoothinare
time in Chile. Sebastien Ogier’s awhite, black and red racesuit... Ilove the mountains (you're lost nameandlogo-mayhavebeen . T ; among points on the 2019 agenda.
firsttime in a Citroen C3 WRC. Kris butit’snot all about Kris Meeke. without a jumper at altitude) costly, but what it stands for | ‘. ' Now Richards (left) has his feet
Meeke’s first time competing for Year after yearIcount the days and this year there are somany isanorganisation which under thetable, 2019 could bea
Toyota. Kris Meeke’s first time until eventslike Sweden, Finland, questionsto be answered and so wantsto stimulate great year for UK grassroots

« drivinga Yaris WRCin anger. Kris Wales and Monte Carlo’s often many gambles to be taken on round grassroots participation , motorsport.JB

Meeke’s first time competing with overlooked. And that’s wrong. one. Jumpers packed, can’t wait. DE
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I'mtakingabit of apunthere, butif
the stars align over Holyrood we’ll be
back making the best possible use of
theinner Hebrides’ second largest
island this October. Mull. Love it.
Thelasttwo yearshave been pretty
painful for fans of rallying on the
Scottishisland. Yes, there’sbeenthe

Targaeventandthat’s all been very
interesting. Butit’snothing, nothing,
like watching a Calum Duffy barking
his way through Calgary Bay or aPaul
MacKinnontearingupthe Lochsin
aspaceage MKk2.

ButMull’sabout morethan just
man and machine against some of

the gnarliest black top in the known
universe. It’'sabout scallops from the
fish and chip van on Main Street or
keepingout the cold with a weedramin
the Mish on adamp, autumn evening.

Mull’sall about... well, Mull.

So, politicians of Scotland, sort
yourselves out and make it happen. DE

I'velongthoughtthe
spectacular Anglesey
circuitin North Wales
deserved agood historic
racemeetingonits calendar,
sothenewsthat the Historic
Sports Car Clubwill be
visitingin July is excellent.

Idon’tgetto Anglesey often
enough butitis worth the
trip. The fantastic backdrop
of seaand mountains, a
smooth and wide track,
flowing corners and more
than ample run-off makeit
idealfor historiccarsandthe
announcement of the July
13/14HSCC date hasbeen met
with widespread approval.

Sure, for thosebased in
thesouth-east,itisquitea
haul, but probably nolonger
thanatripto Croft.

Two days of racing will
feature many of the HSCC'’s
categoriesincluding
Historic Formula Ford and
the Derek Bell Trophy. The
clubis workingon plansto
makeitaspecial occasion
and, if the weather gods
areonside,itshouldbea
cracking weekend. PL

ROGER ALBERT CLARK RALLY

next 11 months, butastartlist of around

Many rally fans will have to wait until
late November for the highlight event
of the season, the 2019 Roger Albert
Clark Rally. Five days across England,
Wales and Scotland for the biggest
ever entry and 300 stage miles make
thisan absolute must-dorally for
anyone wholikes forest action.
Icansafely predictthatit will be the
highlight of my year astheentrylist
already contains over 160 crews. Sure,
there will be afair dropout rate over the

BRI TISH F4AT _THBUX TON;

Some of the bestracesI’'veseenin
recent years have been the British
Formula4slipstreamersaround
Thruxton. Single-seater contests
atthe Hampshire speedbowl area
sure-firerecipe for excitement, with
the high-speed nature of the track
mixed with heavy braking zones
giving plenty of opportunities for
excitement. And, asone of the few
slicks and wings categories that get
chanceto compete at the venue, the

130 crews seems entirely probable.
Thereis quality tomatch the quantity.
Itallkicks off at Brightwells
in Leominster on the Thursday
(November 21) and the elated finishers
will crossthelinenear Carlisle on
Monday afternoon. In between will
beepicstages, fantasticactionand an

unrivalled atmosphere for competitors,
service crews, marshals and spectators.

My hotels are already booked. PL

British F4races are usually special.
Andthisyear we'reinforareal
treat. A side effect of the demise of
Rockingham was the British Touring
Car Championship’sdecision to visit
Thruxton twicein2019. And that
means there will be six British F4
contestsat the venue. Given the close
nature of theraces, and the propensity
for collisions, that may leave series
bosses alittle worried but for the
spectators, it should be brilliant. SL

I W SERIES I

Much wasmade of the new-for-2019
all-female W Series when it was
announced last year and even
now opinionsremain divided.
Isitcreating more opportunity
forfemalesin motorsportorjust
widening thedivide that already exists
between men and women in the sport?
Personally,Ifeelit’s theformer
(atleast in theshort-term)and I'm
looking forward toseeing how it
faresinits inaugural season.
Theseriesisn’t short of support,
with ex-Formula 1 driver David
Coulthard and F1designer

Adrian Newey both [~

givingittheir backing. A total prize
fund of $1.5million [£1.1 million] with
the winner of the category earning
$500,000[£390,000] isn’t to be sniffed
ateither. All six rounds will support
the high-profile DTM championship,
with its final meeting taking place

at Brands Hatch in August. It could
be the perfect opportunity toinspire
the next generation of femaledrivers
intheUK.SM

Photos: LAT, Jakob Ebrey, Songasport, Paul Lawrence, Gary Hawkins
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| FbIIMllM FORD FESTIVAL

Writing this, it seemslikelast year’s
Formula Ford Festival has only
justfinished andit’sadepressing
thoughtthatit’sanothernine
monthsuntilthe48thrunning

of the world-famous event.

Butit will be worth the wait as
italmostneverfailstoentertain,
producing some of the bestand
closestracingnational motorsport
hasto offer.

Last year’srace was decided onthe
very lastlap asthree drivers—Niall
Murray, Ollie White and eventual
winner Josh Smith-battled for the
leadinaterrific scrap. Uptothat
pointtheracinghad been frenetic as
usualin the heats and semi-finals.

Asif that October weekendisn’t
goingto produce enough Formula
Ford 1600 action, just a week later
there’s the Walter Hayes Trophy
onthe Silverstone National layout.

Put simply, Autumn can’t come
soon enough. SM

GELEBRATION
OF THE PEUGEOT
CHALLENGE

There’snot a single series that
canlay claim tonurturingas
much talentin British rallying
asthe Peugeot Challenge,
admittedlyin its many forms, and
in2019itis 30 years since the first.

The year beforeit was
inaugurated, legendary Peugeot
team boss Des O’Dell tested the
formula on three drivers, one of
them being Colin McRae, while
Richard Burns, Jonny Milner,
David and Mark Higgins, Kevin
Furber, Mark Fisher and Kris
Meeke all won or competed in
the challenge in various forms.

Static and moving displays
will run alongside Race Retro
at Stoneleigh Park on February
23 —aformer Peugeot favourite
for testing—while an evening
meal will take place at the
Woodside Hotel where the
likes of Henri Toivonen inked
their Peugeot contracts.

I’'m sure MN will be celebrating
the history of this great series
throughthe year,andIcan’t
wait to hear some of the stories
unearthed. A welcome spadeful
of nostalgia.JB
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AUTOSPORT SHOW

I'SSHO

Itis time to point the car towards Birmingham to go and fire up the enthusiasmle

R

Billy Monger was one of the stars of the Live Action Arena in 2018, and he will be in the spotlight again

here are somany
opportunities
atthestartof a
fresh motorsport
season, and those
chances are never
more apparent
thaninthehalls of the National
Exhibition Centre in Birmingham.
AutosportInternational is where
itall kicks off, and this week the
prospects starttobecomeareality.
Asfanswalk around the show, all
the promise of the season ahead comes
intosharpfocus, and the promises are
many:justremember, noone hasbeen
beatenin thefirst week of January so
the hyperbole can go into overdrive.
The stars will be outin force in
Birmingham. Formula 1 driver
Lando Norris, one of Britain’s latest
grand prix prospects, will be out to
meet thefansalong with McLaren
team-mate Carlos Sainz. SKy Sports
F1presenters Simon Lazenby, Johnny
Herbert and Karun Chandhok will
alsobe on hand, all to be grilled by
central stage presenter Alan Hyde.
Starsfrom all disciplines will be
grilled, along with myriad stands
and vendors to explore. The opening
twodays, Thursday and Friday, are

designated trade days while Saturday
and Sunday will be open to the general
public and autograph hunters alike.

WRC on centre stage
Perhapsone of the most exciting
partsof the show will be the Super
Saturday launch of the World
Rally Championship.

The wraps came off the top-flight
rallying campaign at Autosport
International in 2018 during the
openingday, the trade day on Thursday.
However, in an efforttoreach outto
thefans, thereveal has been switched
to Saturday this time around.

All of the WRC’s main players will
bethere: defending teams’ champion
Toyota will attend with its driver
line-up of Ott Tanak and Jari-Matti
Latvala, along with new recruit Kris
Meeke. Meekeislikely tobeahuge
draw for the home crowd.

ButMeekeisnotalone as M-Sport
will be represented with Ford Fiesta
driver Elfyn Evans, while world
champion Sebastien Ogier will be
onhand to talk about his prospects
onhisreturntothe Citroen fold.

Hyundaicompletes theline-up of
marques that will officially launch
their attacks before headingout to

Monte Carlo for the beginning of
thenew campaign.

F1 Racing’s on parade
Thanksto MN’ssister title F1 Racing,
Autosport International offersfans
the chancetoget closer tomodern

day grand prix carsthan evenat the
British Grand Prix at Silverstone.

Situatedin Hall 2, the machines will
spark the excitement for the season
ahead, and a special dedicated stage
will deliver some of F1’sinside stories
totheaudience.

There arefurther F1delightsaspart
of the MotorsportImagesdisplay in
Hall 1, where Jackie Stewart’s March
701, which the Scot took to victory in the
1970 Spanish Grand Prix, can be found.

That will help highlight the vast
23-million strongimage archive that
MotorsportImages has, and 25limited
edition prints will be on show to the
fans-all of which canbe purchased.

Rumblers assemble
Members of the Historic Sport Car
Club will doff their collective caps
to50years of Formula 5000 at
Autosport International.

Some of the mosticonic carsfrom
the category’s history will be gathered

@ AN

Get up close and personal to
some spectacular F1 race cars

atthe NEC and plenty of starsfrom
F5000’s history will be on hand to offer
recollections of some of the most
fearsome carstotaketothe circuits.

Amongthe carsonshow includethe
1970 ex-Mike Hailwood Surtees TS8
and aformer Peter Gethin McLaren
M10B from 1971.

The championship first cametothe
UKin1969 and featured anumber of

works cars from leading manufacturers.

Theagerange of chassis ondisplay at
AutosportInternational rangesfroma
1969 Lolatoa1975Lola.

Moreiconic cars will be going under
the hammer at the Silverstone Auctions

" b

Engineering skills will be displgyed

vels ahead of t,

in-house sale. Amongthem will bea
rare MG Metro 6R4, which was
originally owned by Williams Grand
Prix Engineering and spent much of
thetimeat the Williams Conference
Centre, andisexpected tofetchin the
region of £200,000. The Group B-spec
carhasonly covered 175miles anditis
oneof only 200 carsbuiltat the time.

Virtualis real
Esportsisone of the fastest growing
areas of motorracing, andround
four of the Le Mans Esports Series
will be afeature of Sunday afternoon
in Birmingham.

Sixty years of the iconic Mini willbe a
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Ten of the participants have been
selected with pre-qualifying before
the weekend, but two final spots will
be determined at the show before the
bigshowdown on Sunday.
Inal2-simulatorline-up,nexttothe
dedicated World Endurance Championship
stand atthe NEC, the two-hourfinal on
Sunday will be the climax of the event.
Winners will go through tothefinal,
which will take place at Le Mansin
the summer.

Love it live

It will be the year of the Miniasthe
original pocketrocket will celebrate

main features of the Live Action Arena

)

Photos: LAT
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A rare Williams-owned MG Metro 6R4 will be going under the hammer at the NEC this weekend

The wraps will come offhthe World Rally Championship season at Autosport, and fans will be able to meet all of the stars

60 yearsin 2019, and the party gets
started atthe Live Action Arenaat
the Autosport Show.

Thediminutive car will be put
throughits paces while Sky Sports
F1commentator David Croftand
vloggers Shmeel50 and Miss Emma
Walsh call the action.

Aswellasaselection of carsfrom
across motorsport, inspirational racer
Billy Monger, wholosthislegs aftera
single-seater accident at Donington
Parkin 2017, will take partin the fun.
He will perform a demonstration in his
Carlin-run BRDC F3 car, which he took
tofour podiums in the 2018 campaign.

Engineeringis key
One of the most fascinating parts
of AutosportInternationalisthe
Engineering show, which will take
place on Thursday and Friday.

More than 250 specialist companies
will showcase the latest technological
products with awards to be collected
for the most stand-out performers.

Alongside that, the Performance
and Tuning Car show will feature
an array of supercars and exotic
performance machines.

Itisalso amust-see destination
for those who enjoy taking car
modification seriously. H

Gaming fans will be well catered for at Autosport International with the LMES

UK tin-top cars and stars to headline Kwikfit display

One of themajor attractions at Autosport
International will be the Kwikfit British
Touring Car Championship feature,
whichis presented by Motorsport News.

The special will be in Hall 2 (stand number

2580) with anumber of carsready for combat
in 2019 on display and numerous stars of
the category will be available.

Autograph sessions and selfie sessions
with variousracers will be held on the
publicdays on Saturday and Sunday.

Champions Andrew Jordan, Matt Neal,
Ash Sutton, Colin Turkington and 2018

Independents title holder Tom Ingram will

all be popping by tolook ahead to the new

IOTORSPORT

T

season. Ingram and Speedworks
Motorsport team boss Christian Dick
will be onhand to discuss the potential
for the new Team Toyota GB Corolla,
which will makeits debutin the category
atBrands Hatchin April this year.

AmDTuning.com will reveal its new
livery for 2019 for the two Honda Civic
Type Rsit will run for Sam Tordoff and
Rory Butcher on Thrusday, and Ciceley
Motorsport will take the wraps off the
colour scheme of Daniel Rowbottom’s
Mercedes-Benz A-Class, along with
thefirst glimpse of the 2019 Power
Maxed Racing Vauxhall Astra.
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BTCC cars
will headline




B

Wi

i
MOTORSPORT

Race and rally preparation and support
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Dyno set up
Geometry and corner weighting
Fabrication and roll cage installation
Bespoke wiring looms
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Service van
Auxilliary and mechanic hire
Over 30 years experience including F1,
WRC, Dakar series etc
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Oldfield Motorsport has become one of the leading teams in Fermula Ford, as Stefan Mackley found out

peak to almost
anyoneinthe
UK’sFormula
Ford paddocks
and they’ll state
thattowinthe
Festival youneed
the perfect combination of car
anddriver on theday, as well
asalittle bit of luck.

Afterseven years of trying Oldfield
Motorsportfinally putall three
togetherin2018asitbecamethe
newest team to win arguably the
most coveted prizein FF1600racing.

It’san ambition that founder
James Oldfield hasbeen striving
towards since he created histeam
in 2012, during which time hard
work and perseverance has allowed
Oldfield Motorsport to already
become one of theleading outfits
in the FF1600 paddock.

It’scome along way sincea Van
Diemen RF92 wasused asitsfirstcar.

Oldfield, who was still working
at Formula 3 frontrunners Team
West-Tec asanumber one mechanic,
acquired theblue car from Medina
Sportin 2011 after being inspired by
watching Michael Vergersdrive one
atthe Walter Hayes Trophy.

“Vergers wasrunningin the top
threeandIdidn’tunderstand how he
could stick it up there against Gavin
Wills and Peter Dempsey [in newer
machinery],” says Oldfield, wholast

season also worked for Arden’s
Formula4teamasamechanicto
Dennis Hauger. “Soldecided when
Igotthe money my first car was
goingtobea Van Diemen RF92to
find out why it was such agood car.”

Caracquired, he enlisted the
help of Formula Ford stalwart
Stuart Gough whose dad, Andy,
and grandad had competed against
Oldfield’sdad, Peter, and grandad
for several decadesinrallying.

Theteam’sfirstracewasa
Champion of Brands meetingin 2012,
where Gough took a promising third.

“Ijumpedinthecaratthe
Champion of Brands and that was
justashakedown,” recalls Gough.

“Thecarsdon’tcome with aguide
onhow tomake them quick and the
RF92 was obviously an older car
butJames wentin with the
ambitiontodothe Festival.”

The team ended the year with
asensational runner-up spotin
that year’s Festival, but problems
attracting driversfor the following
season threatened to halt what
had beenapromisingstartfor
Oldfield Motorsport.

Oldfield says: “WhenIwasn’table
to get customer driversbecause
they think ‘whothe hellis Oldfield
Motorsport? That’s been the hardest
time for me over thelast six years.

“Now we have become a bit more
established butIwould say the

Smith claims Festival
victory, but only just

Team boss:James Oldfield

winter of 2013 and a little bit of 2014
[wasthehardesttime].”

Goughreturnedtoraceforthe
squadin 2014, which soon acquired
ablack RF92torunatwo-car
operation. Success quickly followed
astheytook the British Racingand
Sports Car Club’s Triple Crown and
Northern title, with the National
crown going down tothe wire.

Despite acollision with title rival
James Raven atthefinal round at
Anglesey, Gough and Oldfield
Motorsport came through to win
the title by just five points.

“Ireally wanted tohaveacrack
atthe championshipsolsaid
‘let’s start the season and see how
itgoes’,” recalls Gough.

“He[Oldfield] got these cars
working so they were quick
everywhere. He did something
that was unexpected.

“I'think we probably did catch
people, maybenot off guard

because they knew whatIwas
capable of, but the fact we were
sofastIthink.

“Ourreliability and consistency
were key. The car wasfaultless
and the team wasfaultless. It was
definitely the best seasonI'vehad.”

Injusttheteam’ssecondfull
season of racingithadtaken
National honours, beating FF1600
veteran teams and drivers.

More wins followed over the
following seasons but the coveted
Festival victory still eluded the
team, despite securing two third
places (2014,°15), fourth with Josh
Smith (2017) and a fifth (2016) during
thattime.

Itwasn’tforalack of trying
though asat the end of 2015 both
RF92s were put upforsaleandin
their place eventually came the
moremodern Van Diemen JLL16
and JL13.

“Atthe Festivalin 2015 Stuart said
thecaristhebestit’severbeen, and
we were just running around off the
front of the pack. If wehad this car
two or three years ago we would be
winning,” remembers Oldfield.

“Weboth agreed therate of
development on themodern cars
had moved on somuch and we had
pushed the RF92togetasmuchas
we could getoutof it.”

Former Formula4race winner
Smith alsojoined thesquad in 2017,

taking victories and the Northern
titlein his FF1600rookie season,

but the beginning of 2018 (when he
bought Jack Wolfenden’s ex-J1.13),
was ‘terrible’ according to Oldfield as
reliability problems plagued the car.

By Croftin September, though,
thoseissues had been solved as
Smith and theteamtook abrace
of wins before heading to Brands
Hatch amonthlater.

“We’d proven apoint that the
car was quick and we wentinto the
Festival weekend, Josh’slevel of
confidence was sohigh andthelevel
of the car was sohigh,” says Oldfield.

Despite two stoppagesinthe
final, Smith battled for thelead
throughout and past Ollie White
and Niall Murray on thefinallapto
take an emotional victory.

It was Festival (and lucky) number
seven for Oldfield Motorsport, but
despitereachingthe pinnacle of
FF1600racing Oldfieldisn’t resting
onhislaurelsashelookstocontinue
theteam’s winning ways this season.

“Respect always hastobeearned
andnow I have got therespect and
appreciation of the other team
owners,” admits Oldfield, when
askedif hefelt morerespectedin
the paddock.

“That’sthemain thing for me, they
have 20 or 30 years [of experience]
and we only have sevenasateam, sol
know there’sstillalongwaytogo.” ®

Smith secures McLaren Automotive development drive thanks to FF1600

The success of Josh Smith with
Oldfield Motorsport is proof
once again that the Formula
Ford category can still be
relevant in a driver’s career.

Arace winner in British
Formula 4 during 2015, Smith
suffered from a lack of budget
and made the move into Formula
Fordin’16.

But he’snow joined McLaren
Automotive’s driver development

programme, and considers his
time in FF1600 with help from
James Oldfield as making him
a better driver.

“In Formula 4 you have
obviously got big slick tyres
and a bit of aero, but with
Formula Ford there’s no room
for that,” says the 19-year-old.

“There’s nothing to mask it
[your driving]. Your car set-up
skills have to be massive to hit

the nail on the head because
there’s so little power, every
ounce counts.

“The biggest thing was car
set-up between me and James,
we put our heads together to
nail it.

“It was amassive learning
curveandIdidn’tseeitasa
step back. Ilearnt a hell of a
lotasadriver and I don’t regret
doing it for one second.”

Photos: Jakob Ebrey, Gary Hawkins, Rachel Bourne
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How Eddie Ives’s squad has established itself as a national racing frontrunner. By Stephen Lickorish

Elite is a frontrunning
Ginetta Junior team

Ives (1) guided Smalley to the 2018 Ginetta title

JOINING THE MOTORSPORT.

our years
ago, Elite
Motorsport
team boss
Eddielves
was preparing
foramaiden
Ginetta Junior campaign
with just a single car. Last
season his squad took a clean
sweepin the category with
itsdrivers winning the overall
androokie titles and Elite
taking the teams’ honours
too after runningsix cars.
It’sarapid turnaround for
the team-onethatIves
himself is surprised by.

“It was probably the dream [to
haveasix-car title-winning squad
inacoupleof years]butIdidn’t
thinkitatthetime,” admitsIves.
“Atthetime we werejusttrying
tobuild the blocks and make sure
we were here forthelongrun.”

He’smade sure of that with the
yellow and black carsnow firmly
established as frontrunners. But
theteamhasbeenonquitean
unusual journey to get to this point.

Elite wasinitially founded when
Iveshimself wasracinginanumber
of 750 Motor Club categories. And
theteam builtits own cartoo—with
Ives winning the Sport Specials
Class Ctitlein 2014in an Elite
Pulse, a Caterham-style machine.

“Wehad areally successful year
in Sport Specials—the car we built
wasreally good but it was possibly
too expensive for themarket,”

recallsIves. “Although people
likeditand wereinterested init
wedidn’tseethattherewasa
futureinit—fromacommercial
perspectiveitdidn’treally take off.”
Thatled toachange of direction for
the team ahead of the 2015 season.
“Attheend of 2014 welooked at
joininga[national] series,” Ives
continues. “We went to the British
Formula4launch and that was
what we werelooking at. But that
expandedrather quickly with
F3teamsjoining. Wethenhad a
meeting with Ginetta and bought
aGinettaJuniorcar.
“Working with the junior kids
was possibly the main attraction.
Iwasrelatively young, I was 22, and
thoughtit would be a bit easier to
build bonds and relationships with
thekids. Wedid seeitastheentry
levelintonationalracing and could
then progressinto big Ginettas or
other BTCC support categories.”
Itwasatthis point that another
key figurein the team’s success
became involved with the project.
Two-time British Touring Car
champion Chris Hodgetts heard
about the operation from his good
friend Jonathan Lewis and met
withIvestofind out more. And
abizarre coincidence helped
encourage Hodgetts to get on board.
“I'wenttoashowandtherewas
astandthereall black and yellow
and I wenttotalk this very young
lad [Ives],” explains Hodgetts. “He
hadacarthereandIlooked under
thebonnet and saw its chassis

Smalley as tested a Ginetta G55 ahead of possible GT4 Supercup move

number was 16 and that was Jody
Fannin’s car from 2010.I was
coaching Fanninin 2010 and there
was aninstantlink there.Itook Geri
Nicosia from Fiestas tobe thefirst
driver from Eddie’steam. It just got
biggerfromthat pointonwards.”
Thatfirst year was very much
alearningseason as Fiesta
Junior champion Nicosia battled
against well-established multi-car
operationsinthe competitive
series. Butfor 2016, the team signed
Harry King—-havingrunhimin the
Ginetta Junior scholarship—and
karting graduate Tom Wood, with
success starting tofollow. The pair
took al-2atRockingham andthe
team’sreputation was growing.
Thismeantit wasideally placed
to profit when the frontrunning
JHR Developments squad was
suspended from the series towards
theend of 2017. Anumber of drivers
wererehomed with Eliteand, along
with othersignings, it meant the
team ended the year withan

incredible sevenracers.

One of those JHR refugees was
Tom Gamble and —after winningfour
of theeightraceshe contested with
Elite—he went on totakethetitle.

Andthen thisyear, Eliteran two
of thethreemain title protagonists
with Adam Smalley eventually just
beating Louis Fosterto the crown.

“Thefirst couple of years were
really hard-tryingtofind adriver
when youhad just one car was
tricky,” saysIves. “There was a bit
of luck withJHR and HHC [another
leading squad]leaving, that helped
us. Butthere was alot of hard work
tobein that position [to capitalise].
It’sacase of working with theright
people, theright driver coaches and
mechanicsand we areafriendly,
family team.”

Hodgettsagrees: “It’sahappy
team, afun team but alsoabloody
seriousone.I’'msurprisedit’s grown
incredibly quickly and we must be
doing somethingrightforittodothat.”

Hodgetts, whohasbeenjoined at

PAREIT THE Wb SHOF

WIBIT BRETT

Nicosiawas first Ginetta driver

the team by his son and 2007 Renault
UK Clio Cuprunner-up Stefan, puts
thatdownto attention to detail.

“External people, who are not
familiar with them, think they’re
relatively simple carsbutit’s
probably the hardest championship
tobe successfulin in the UK because
there arethat many little parts that
havetobetoperfection,” hesays.

Last year was also a significant
seasonfortheteamasitmoved
intoasecond series: the Ginetta
GT4 Supercup (seebelow). But
Ivesdoesn’t have any definitive
targetsin mind for the future.

“I'mnotsomeonetohaveaset
goalinfive years’time,” saysIves.
“We’ve got to see what opportunities
appear. I would quitelike togetinto
GTracingbut will wait for theright
opportunity and time.”

With people like the Hodgetts’
keepingIves “on the straight
andlevel”it’s likely success will
follow whichever direction the
team takes. ®

Elite has made a mark in GT4 Supercup too, with Smalley seeking further success

Itwasn’tjustahat-trick of Ginetta Junior
titlesthat madelast year significant
for Elite. Italsomarked the team’s
progression up theracingladder.

Having taken three winsin Ginetta
Junior, Harry King wasready to
graduateinto seniorracing. And he
wanted toremain with Elite. Soit was
decided that the team would expand
into the Ginetta GT4 Supercup,
runningasingle G55for King.

“We’venow built a bit of aladder
fortheteam,” saysteamboss Eddie
Ives. “Harryhad done the two years
in Juniors with us and was pretty

committed to wanting to do something

[else] with us.Ithink we did it at the

right time and probably exceeded

our expectations alittle bit.”
Although Kingended up thirdin

“They are the nicest bunch of people
I'veevermet,” hesays. “They’re very
professionaland a greatteam, I can’t
doubtthem atall. People get on naturally,
there areno forced conversations.

Photos: Jakob Ebrey, Steve Jones, Mick Walker

the standings with four victories, he
suffered alot of bad luck during the

course of the season and could have
been atitle contender.

Now Ginetta Junior champion Adam
Smalley islooking tomake a similar
move with Ives hoping torun both King
and Smalley this year. Smalley is also
keen toremain with the Elite outfitif
he canfind the budget to step up.

“At Silverstone when I had my crash,
my mechanic got the carrepaired from
literally nothing it was completely
destroyed and I thought the car was
written off, but he got the car back out
for thenextrace.Iwouldn’thave
wanted to be with anyone elselast year.

“It’sfantastic, Eddie Ives and the
team have come suchalongwayina
short space of time.”
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David Evans and Colin Clark assess the prospects for the world champion in 2019

ebastien Ogier
stepped out of the
car and tip-toed
his way towards
the sanctuary of
the barn. Once

out of therain, he
looked down at his lovely, shiny
white new driving boots. Still
lovely, they werenolonger
shiny. Nor particularly white.

The co-author of this story,

Colin Clark, sympathised with the
Frenchman. Somiserable wasthe
weather, even Clark had to think
long and hard before venturing out
towatch. Before settlingback down
toanother cup of coffee.

Noddingtowardsthe boots, Clark
presumed Ogier must have somebody
to clean them for him.

“No, Colin,” said Ogier thinly,
before breakingintoawide smileand
adding: “I'mnotat yourlevel yet!”

Thelast time we’d seen Ogier, he’d
been walking out of M-Sportforthe
finaltime. Now, it was timefora
clean sheet of paper. Clean sheet
of paper, but a well-thumbed book.

Citroenisold ground for Ogier and
co-driver Julien Ingrassia. Those
boys will never forget theirfirst trip
to Citroen Racing HQ in Versailles,
12yearsago. That wasthe start of
anincredible adventure-onethat
took them to the brink of world
championship glory.

Andleftthem there.

Attheendof 2011, Ogier wastold in
nouncertain terms, there wasnoroom
for him at Citroen. There wasroom for
justone Sebastien and it wasn’thim.

Atthetime, theremusthavebeena
partof Ogier that vowed he would
goaway and achieve everythinghe’s
achieved and never darken the chevroned
dooragain. So what brings him back?

“Ithink we all know it was comingtoa
point where the support of amanufacturer
was not present enough with Malcolm
[Wilson, M-Sport team principal] and
that was what was missing themost,”
hesays. “Atthe sametime, there was
some positive energy hereandIwas
motivated by the challenge of winning
with anotherteam.”

When Ogier joined M-Sport two years
ago, there were plenty of Frenchfans
outthere who simply assumed Ogier
would be a shoo-in to Citroen. Why
wouldn’t they? Loebhad gone and
his successor was onthe market.

Another French Seb tolead Citroen
back tothetop of the world... thathad
aringtoit,didn’tit?

Apparently not. Atthe time, then
team principal Yves Matton said he
would beinterested to talk to Ogier. He
justdidn’t seem very interested in talking
tohim about havinghim back at Citroen.

Ogier pauses and searches for the
right answer to the question about why
hedidn’treturn earlier.

“[It] probably was not theright time
inmy eyes,” he says. “Before they
haven’t shown me enough motivation
to convince meto comeback. Sofar
IthinkIdid agood choicein my career
because thelast six years have been
very positiveandnowIdon’tneed to
explainagain why Imadethe change.”

Maybe Matton’s departure helped.

. L Y
Friend and foe: Ogier (1) and Loeb
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Ogier is keen to get
back to work with Citroen
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GIER TARGETS THE RIGHT
CITROEN RETURN
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Abetter way of phrasing thatistoask
if Pierre Budarreplacing the Belgian
atthehead of the table helped?

“Definitely it was important,” says
Ogier. “It’snosecretI was neverreally
close with Yves Matton and when you
have adifficult connectionitdoesn’t
helptofind some agreements.

With Pierreit was different from the
beginning, the firstimpression was
good and sofarIstilllike the way he
isworking. Hehas shown me abig
motivation to turnthings around and
bring the team back to where they used
tobe and one of the elements for that
wastoputmebackin thecar.Iwilldo
my besttohelphimin thisway.”

And, despite therain whichis slowly
turningto sleet and snow, things are
looking positive. But thereis work todo.

Thefactthere’s work todoisadrum
Ogier bangsregularly and often. He
won’tsay as much, but you certainly get
thefeelingthere’smore to dothan when
he started with M-Sport two years ago.
“Thereisdefinitely work for sure,”

says Ogier. “It’snormal when you swap
carsyou see differences, some positive
andsomenegatives... orlet’ssay
something youarenotusedto. There’s
aperiod of adaptation. You can never
make a copy from one car to another,
there’s always some differences. You
need to adapt to some differences, but
there are some that you can improve.

“Theonly thing that matters for me
istohave afast car and workina good
atmosphere, that’s the best way to
achieve things. If I came here to Citroen
it’sbecauseI hopeandthereisthe
potential to befast. Wehave started
to work for the first two days and this
givesme a good learning of the carin
different conditions and whatIneed
todotoadaptittotheconditions.”

The onething which does concern
Ogieristhe optimum working window
forthe C3 WRC.It’stoonarrow.

He’sdriven the car on Portuguese
gravel and now amixture of slushy,
wetand dry French Alpine asphalt.
Already, he’s seen areas where the

car’snotatthelevelitneedstobeto
win. “This car showed great speed in
some conditionslast year,” he says,
“pbutif youcheck the overall result
fromlast year and my firstimpression
fromthecaristhatitneedstobeable
tobefastinmore of the conditions. It’s
definitely fast on some, butnotonall
and that’s what weneed toimprove.”

Much of Citroen’s pre-Monterunning
isbased around the Col de Perty, south-
west of Gap, thehometown of round
one. And hometown of Ogier.

Oncehis work isdonefortheday, he’s
keentohead off. He’s staying with his
folksan hour orsouptheroad. Noneed
forhotelsin this part of the world.

“The Montetestisaspecial one for
me,” hesmiles. “It’s thefirsttestto
prepare and startanew season. And,
with anew team, it’stimetodiscover
somethingnew. Butas well asthat, it’s
time to see somefriends and family as
well. It’s busy testing time normally,
butIalwaysenjoy todothatcloseto

| my hometown.”

He’scomehome to Gap, that much s
obviousfromthe number of fansand
friends surrounding him every time
he steps outside. But, with plenty of
water under the bridge (and Matton
gone) hashe come hometo Citroen?

“Idon’t know if we can talk about
cominghomebecauseit’sbeen alot
of yearssinceIwaslastin the team
andalothaschanged,” hesays,
diplomatically. “Butfor sureit’snice
togobackinthe Frenchteam-I'mnot
used toworkingin French again. There
was a very nice welcome for Julien and
meintheteam andIfeel everybodyis
really motivated by the challenge.”

It would be unfair to draw
comparisons between M-Sportand
Citroen. Like he says, Citroen’sa very
different place tothe oneheleft just over
seven yearsago—and hisadaptation
to Cumbrianlife alongside Malcolm
Wilson took everybody by surprise.

Comingstraight out of the corporate
comfortzone of Volkswagen, the
commonly held view in the service
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ONDITIONS FORHIS

Ogier is feeling at home
back with his ‘old’ team

parkisthat he would struggle with life
asaprivateer.

How wrong the service park was.
Hedidn’tstrugglein the slightest, he
flourished. Andfound a new family.

Who could forget his sign-off speech
atM-Sport?

“Two years ago, we were having some
hard times. The team where we achieved
somuch and worked so hard had anew
car forthefuture, but suddenly it
stopped. It feltlike the world was falling
apartfor somedays. Butlike every time
inlife when you have thiskind of thing,
you have to overcome them. And, atthe
end, it was one of the best things that
happened tousbecauseitgaveusall
the opportunity tomeet all of youand
tobe part of thisfamily. We discovered
feelingsIprobably didn’t have before
[inthese two years]; everyone knows
howmuchIrespect Malcolm, butit’s
the same for all of you guys. Thank you.”

Powerful stuff. Will he be saying the
same thingabout Pierre Budar and the
boysintwo years? Let’s wait and see.

¢ readied for Monte Carlo

Beyond thelimited availability of
development cash at M-Sport, the
otherdriverin Ogier’s departure was
the chancetojoin Juha Kankkunen as
the only other person to have won the
world championship with three
different manufacturers.

Hedid four with Volkswagen, two
with M-Sport. Can he do one ortwo
in histime left with Citroen?

“Thechallenge will be tough,” he
says. “Theothers are staying where
they are and I give them the chanceto
be perfectly ready next season. But
Iwillnot be 100 per cent, not completely
happy with my new car—of course
Iexpectittobechallenging, butit’s
alsointerestingfor me.

“It’sdifferent to two years ago when
Ifirstcameto M-Sport. That wasthe
start of anew era, sothe cars were
new toeverybody.”

Honestly, Ogier was happy, relaxed
and comfortable with hislot as he takes
timetolook overtheold tractorand
even older Simca which shared this

Sebastien Ogier is seeking more consistent speed from the C3

FURODATACAR

EURODATACAR

particular barn with lunch. Important
aslunchisfor Citroen, when you’rein
the mountains you have to make do with
what the mountains can provide. And
thistimeit’sabarn, some trestle tables
and a chef who can still turn out some

of thefinestfilo-wrapped goats cheese
thisside of Paris.

Somebody jokes that he must be happy
about thereturn to French cuisine
after two seasons with the Brits.

Ogierlaughs politely, but actually
he’shavingnoneof it.

“There wasno way I was goingto get
thin at M-Sport,” he says. “The food
there wasreally good.”

Lunchdone, he’skeentogetbackon
theroad but a transmission set-up
change meansmore time for more
questions. Like the suggestion that he
vetoed Loeb at Citroen this season.
Ultimately, Peugeot’s departure from
World RX meant there would be no
PSA Group contractfor thenine-time
champion, which effectively ruled
him outof aC3 WRC anyway.

e

But Ogier wasready to welcome
him back. Providingit wasonthe
rightterms.

“Yes[Iwould beinthe sameteamas
Loeb],” hesays. “This wasincluded
inmy firstdiscussion with Citroen.
Thave always been open, happy to
havehim asateam-mate.”

Andthose terms?

“Theonlyissuelhave,asyouknow,
iswith guysdoingatemporary
programme because therulesarenot
fitting for that. That’s not working at
themoment. ’'mnot sure what the FIA
isgoingtodo, butatleastI have given
my feeling on that. T have always been
onefightingfor asfairrulesaspossible -
therearedefinitely waystomakeit
betterthanthis.”

Ogier hasalways maintained afirm
line onthis: he doesn’t want part-timers
interfering with the championship
fight. And, for that,reason, hecan’t
wholeheartedly welcome Hyundai’s
latestrecruitback.

He offers: “The only commentI have

!

Ogier was a round winner
with Citroen back in 2011

forthatisthatit’s disappointingthat
it’snotforafull programme—that
would have been muchnicer. That’s
howitis. Attheend of theday, it will
not change our championship because
if they [Loeb and co-driver Daniel
Elena] don’t want todo thefull
championship then obviously we

will not focus on them, we will focus
onourreal competitors [for thetitle].”

He’sprobably awarethathe’s
tempting the headline writers with
thoselast words, butit’s the way he feels
and hisforthright views arerefreshing—
and very welcome—in aseries which
doesn’tboast the kind of powerfully
outspoken charactersit oncedid.

Factis, Ogier’solder and wiser than
thelasttimehewasseeninred. And
seeingred. If Loeb doesn’tlike his
views, that’sfair enough. He’snot
goingtochange.

Citroen’shis gaff now and, if the
laughter and bonhomie about the
engineers’ tentis anythingto goby,
he’ssettled backinfairly quickly. B
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Neil Randon speaks to a Briton who is taking on the Americans at their own game

HARRISAIMS TO TURN
-HEATAT THE CHILI BOWL

Harris leads Larson at
last year’s Chili Bowl

omHarrisis
not adverse
tothrowing
himself in at
thedeepend.
In2015Harris
became the
first British driver to compete
atthe Chili Bowl Nationals in
Tulsa, Oklahoma, regarded as
the Super Bowl of Midget car
racinginthe States.

It wasan event completely alien
tohim, tothe point wherehe even
struggled to work out how to get
outontothetrack.

“Thadn’teven seen a Midget,
letalonesatinone,” Harris says.
“WhenIwentto the Chili Bowl for
thefirst timeIwas completely out
of mydepth.”

Butthe30-year-old from Banbury
isafastlearner. Last year Harris
made history by becoming the first
European driver to qualify for the
A-Main feature at the Chili Bowl.

Only two overseas drivers have
evermadeittothe Big Show since
theinaugural eventin 1987.

This weekend Harris takes part
inthe Chili Bowl Nationals again
where he will drive the #9P car
from the Parker Price-Miller racing
stable, having previously raced
under the tutelage of USAC car-
building guru Bob East.

The Chili Bowlisabigdeal. Run
onaquarter-mile clay oval inside

the Tulsa Expo Center over six

days of competition, more than 350
driverstake part, including some of
thebiggestnamesin USracing.

Three-time NASCAR champion
Tony Stewart is a previous winner,
andlast year Harris went wheel-to-
wheel withnamessuchas NASCAR
star Kyle Larson, and Christopher
Bell, who would go on to win the Chili
Bowl for asecond successive year.

Whatmakes Harris’ achievement
moreremarkableisthattheonly
time he has driven one of the 400bhp
rocket shipsisat the Chili Bowlitself.
Formost of the year heis clashing
metalin BriSCA F1ontheshort
oval tracksin Britain.

To qualify asone of just24 drivers
totakepartinthemaineventin2018
wasaremarkable achievement. And
tofinish the55-lapracein 16th place
wasnomean feat either.

“Itisthebiggestachievement of
my racingcareer,” says Harris.
“There are drivers who have been
racingtherefor years and not
madethe A-Main.”

Priortothemainevent, Harris
madehismark onthe event by taking
the Hard Charger award during his
qualifyingnight. The award goes to
the driver who passesthemost cars
duringthatnight’sracing.

“Istarted 16th and finished fourth
and gotaHard Charger award,” says
Harris. “You know when you have
done well, because when I got out of

Harris raced aWorld of Outlaws sprint car,areal “eye-opener”...

the carIhad Ricou Abreu, Daryn
Pittman and Kyle Larson congratulate
me. It wasaspecialmoment.”
Harrisisawarethattogettothe
main event takes a good car, a good
team and a certain amount of luck.
Lastyear hesucceeded despitea
lack of seat time to adapttothecar.
Takingpartin thebigracelastyear
was areal eye-opener. “That A-main
—55laps with afull fuelload makes
ahugedifferencetoacarthatisso
small and with somuch power,”
Harrissays. “Itmakes a difference
tothehandling.I’ve never beenin
that position before—you are still
learning aboutdriving the car, as
well asracing against other drivers.
Ittakes alot of gettingused to.
“Thereissomuchtotakein,in
such ashortspace of time. Inthe
build up totheracetheyrework the
track soyou start with afully fresh
surface and throughouttheraceit
goestoblack slick. Yourfuelloadis
gettinglighter sothe carisnotas
stuck tothetrack asitis getting
slicker, soitmakes everything
hardertodrive.”
Asfarashisracinginthe States
isconcerned Harris has constantly
stepped from one major challenge
toanother.In 2016, the BriSCA F1
star became thefirst British driver to
competein anon-winged Sprint Car
inthe USACseriesand winarace.
Last August Harris jumpedintothe
World of Outlaws Craftsman Sprint

Carseriesatthebiggesteventonthe
calendar -the Knoxville Nationals.

The410ci, 900bhp winged World of
Outlaws Sprint Cars are formidable
machinestodrive. On ahalf-mile
clay oval they average speeds up to
140mph. Sotorace against the best
driversinthe world Harrisneeded
agood car and plenty of experience.

Last year, while having the former,
hewaslackingin thelatter. Harris
was due toracefortwonights prior
to Knoxville but his truck broke down
ontheway tothetrack. Fortunately
the Knoxville promoter managed to
fitinenough timefor Harristodo
fourlaps.

“All wehad done wasfireitupat
RobertBallou’s place whereIkeep
the car,but wehadnotdrivenitat
all beforehand,” Harris says. “We
wereinthedark withitall. The only
winged sprint car Thad driven was
Kevin Swindell’s car at Atticaback
in April.

“I'wenttothedrivers’ briefing,
David Gravel [multiple World of
Outlawsrace winner] asked
whetherIhadbeentoafasttrack
before. AndIsaid ‘well, Attica was
prettyfast.” And helooked atme
andshook hishead...”

Harrishad toadapt quickly to
abrand new car and aform of
motorsportfar removed from
anythinghehaddriven in before.

“The winged stuff is seriously fast.
Ittakes youreyesacouple of lapsto
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Harris is aiming to conquer the USA

Harris starts on pole for the B Main final at the Chili Bowl in’l8

adjust,” hesays. “You are averaging
130-140mph and before I drove one
they said ‘donot turn the steering
wheel, just be as smooth as you
can and correctit. Put your arms
insidethe seatand hold on’.”

Hisfirstoutinginthecar,
however, did not start well. The
brake pedal had moved off from
centre and caught on a piece of
tubinginside the cab.

“SoIhadnobrakes,” Harris
reveals. “On yourfirst timeoutin
awinged sprint car youneed to
have that reassurance that if you
want to slow up a bit you can—but
Ididn’t have thatluxury! They
weremy firstlaps at Knoxville.”

Asthe event continued, however,
Harris’lap times improved.

“Igot quicker and Ifelt more
comfortable in the car,” he says.
“When we went to the Finals on
the Saturday night it wasjusta
different car and I was a different
person. When you have 24 hours
away from the car and you get
backinit, youstep up again from
where you left off.”

Harrisreturned to the States
torace atthe World of Outlaws
World Finals at Charlotte in
November. Once again the lack
of seat time proved a hindrance.

“Ihadn’t beenin the carfor about
amonth, which was obviously the
firsthurdle,” Harris says. “Onthe
Thursday night you qualify for the
Friday and Saturday features on
the same day. You have four hot
laps and then two lots of two-lap
qualifying, somy limited timein
the carruined my week.

“We’ve got the equipmenttodo
it,itisjustthelack of experience
with set-up onmy part.Itis
different to anythingI have
everdone,” says Harris.

He will stay onin the States
after the Chili Bowl to compete
at Volusia, Florida, in the World
of Outlaws Sprint Car series
nextmonth.

“Tused to play the World of
Outlaws computer game whenIwas
akid-soyouhave to pinch yourself
now and again. It’s quite special.” i
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Revisions to British

Rallycross calendar

The British Rallycross
Championship hasissued a
tweaked 2019 calendar, with
a planned visit to Croftin
September being dropped in
favour of making the season
finale in October at the same
circuit a two-day double-header.
The sixth round at Pembrey,
originally planned to be held
on a single day, will now be
run over two days, where
the majority of classes will
complete in just one round,
while the single-make Swift
Sport series and the Junior
class will race in two events to
make up anine-round calendar.
The opening round at
Silverstone in March, a
two-day event at Pembrey
in June and the traditional

Easter and August Bank
Holiday Monday events
at Lydden Hill remain
unchanged for 2019.
British Rallycross
Championship
March 24 Silverstone
April 22 Lydden Hill
June 22 Pembrey
June 23 Pembrey
August 26 Lydden Hill
September21/22 | Pembrey
October 26 Croft
October 27 Croft
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By Hal Ridge

The Polish Rallycross
Championshipissetto
become thefirstrallycross
series inthe world to have
aclassforall-electric cars
thisyear.
. TheNational Electric category
k. forrear-wheel-drivemachines
using a Ford Fiesta platform and
powered by a Tesla-based motor
hasbeen founded by Polish
electronicsfirm Geecogen andits
competition arm Elimen Racing.
Developed overthelast12
months, the conceptis planned
tojoin the Polish series from
the season-opener at former
European championship venue
Slomczyn on April 6. The new
machinesuse a Proto-built
bodyshell, weigh 1150kg and
produce 230Kw, the equivalent
to300 horsepower and 330Nm
torque. A minimum of five cars
isrequiredfor theclasstorun
onitsown, buttheelectriccars
couldruntogether with the

Ocon (inset) will get behind the controls of an electric Andros machine

conventional Supernational
category while the class
isestablished.

Arrive and drive packages for
the series cost 50,000 Euros, with
twodrivers already signed up.

“Ithasbeenlots of workin
parallel to other projects, but
my business partner Daniel
Sliwka andIare very happy
because we already have some
amazingresults,” concept
founder Przemyslaw
Rozmyslowicz told Motorsport
News. “We are preparing thefive
rear-wheel-drive carstoreach the
minimum quantity of vehicles
required, and have managed the
technical development of the
dedicated components of the
electric drive system, such asthe
electricmotor and controllers,
battery packs, management
and systems and telemetry.”

Final approval of the concept
isexpected tobe confirmed by
the Polish Automobile and
Motorcycle Federation later
thismonth.

Ford Fiesta will be

—

| the electric platform

Formula 1 refugee Ocon visits Andros Trophy and decides to test an electric racer

“Icametosee Trophee Androsasa
visitor and also to support my friend
Dorian,” said Ocon. “Welove motorsport
and missitinthe winter time, so we
alllike goingto Trophee Andros.”

Ocon will test a single-make rear-wheel
drive support classelectric carinIsola,
but could also test anew Elite Pro four-
wheel-drive, four-wheel steer electric
car, like the machine that Aurelien

Panis currently leads the standings with.
“Iwill beinIsola 2000 to test the electric
car butIwon’tdotherace, we will see
about doingthatlater on,” hesaid. “I
will also be in Paris for the [final] race
in Stade de France [next month].”
Haas F1driver Romain Grosjean is
the mostrecent F1 driver to achieve
success in the discipline. He won in
Elite Proin a one-off outingin 2016.

Esteban Ocon will test an electric
Andros Trophy car this weekend
attheIsola 2000 circuit.

The former Racing Point Force
India driver, who will be Mercedes’ F'1
reserve this year, attended the second
round of the winter seasonin Andorra
before Christmas to support Formula 2
driver Dorian Boccolacci, who competes
inthe Elite category of the series.

Norwegian teen to take part in BTRDA Clubmans

Norwegian 17-year-old Elise
Freim Myrberg will race a freshly
built Peugeot 206 GTiin the
BTRDA Clubmans Rallycross
Championship this year.

Freim Myrberg made her UK
rallycross debut in the final round
of the BTRDA series at Croftlast
Octoberin a Ford Focus and was
seventh quickest in heat one before
enduring issues through the day
and later retiring from the C final.
She enjoyed the experience so
much that her teamis building a
car to fully suit the Production
category regulations.

“After some struggling to decide
what toracein 2019, we landed
on the Production classin the
BTRDA because we wanted to
attend the whole championship
this year with a car matching the

regulationsin theseries,” said
team manager Oyvind Huseby.
“Our team hasraced almost every
track in Norway over the past 25
years, andit’s very funto try
something new. We made alot of
new friends at Croft, we felt very
welcome and that also helped to
decide what to do this season. We
want to do the full season and see
how high up thelist Elise can go.”

lise rei brg tackled Croft

VW to assess electric
future for World RX

Volkswagen could have a presence in the
World Rallycross Championshipin 2020,
if the sport’s electric switch for 2021 gets
the greenlight at the end of March.
Petter Solberg’s Volkswagen-backed
PSRX team withdrew from the 2019
World RX season duetoalack of
competition last month, but Volkswagen
Motorsportis continuing to evaluate

World RX’s proposed electric transition.
Volkswagen Motorsport director Sven

Smeets told M1V: “Wehave been supporters

of this[EWRX]idea from the beginning
and, as stated before, we are continuing

tobeinterested. Butit’snotonly uptous—
we need more manufacturers which want

tobringelectricrallycrossforward and
tomake a decision ourselves possible.”
Askedif Volkswagen could runin

World RX next year, if the electric

switch gets commitment forthe March

29 deadline, Smeets said: “Of course

we would seriously think about that

but we will look at that when needed.”
Despite alack of manufacturer-

backed teamsfor the 2019 World RX

season, Smeets believes privateer entries

provide close competition. “Of course

with the exit of Ford at the end of 2017

and the absence of Audi, Peugeotand
PSRX Volkswagen in 2019, the situation
of the championship haschanged
dramatically,” hesaid. “Buttobehonest,
with a strongfield of privateersonapar,
World RX still can deliver great sport.”
VW will continue to develop the
electric drivetrain used in its Pikes Peak
record-breakingI.D. R that could be
used in anelectricrallycross Supercar.

Thunder 500 to honour the memory of National Hot Rod unsung hero Rowe

Oneof National Hot Rod racing’s
one-off major eventshasbeen
named after former promoters’
group director, thelate Angie Rowe.

In 2018, thefinal points-payinground
for the English point National Hot Rod
series at Hednesford Hills in November
wasrenamed in honour of Rowe, who
passed away last year.

Fromnow on, the Thunder 500, which
takes place at Foxhall Heath in Ipswich

two weeks ahead of the World Final,
will benamed asatributetoher.

Rowe’slong-time partner and
Motorsport News Hot Rod reporter
Graham Brown said he was
delighted with the plan.

“Iam still overwhelmed at how much
people thought of her and are still
willingtodoin her memory,” he said.
“Thefactthat Spedeworth dedicated
the World Final to her was pretty mind

blowinginitself while theracingather
inaugural memorial eventlast year was

amazing.I’'mnot sure Hednesford has

ever seen somuch three-and four-wide

racing—everyone wanted to win it.

“Themovetoracingfor her trophy at

the Thunder 500 makes perfect sense

though. It will be the perfect scenario as

farasIcansee, opentoalland anyone

could winit, just as she’d have wanted —
she was always a stickler for fair play.”

MECH MEPAIRS

National Hot Rods at Ipswich are always a draw, and will be in June this year
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Setting up the season ahead

Autosport International lifts the lid on the excitement to come

Birmingham might not be to everyone’s taste, but the National Exhibition Centre is the place to be this
weekend for Autosport International. All of motorsport’s great and good will be there, and itis the chance
to whet the appetite until the tracks and stages are alive again.
What | particularly enjoy at the event is the promises that are put on the line. New driver and team combinations will be
revealed, and there will be bold prophecies about the potential in the season ahead. The excitement levels reach fever
pitch, but it is always worth taking some with a pinch of salt...pop by the Kwikfit British Touring Car Championship
presented by Motorsport News stand in Hall 3 to hear the tin-top aces put it on the line.
The launch of the World Rally Championship on Saturday will be the first chance that the public have had to be part
of the official reveal. The category’s stars will be available for fans to meet and share the prospects for the campaign to
come. That is areal bonus but, no matter what your area of interest, there is always something to discover at the show.
Matt James, Editor (Twitter: @MattJMNews)

MN does not always agree with opinions expressed in letters

5. WRITETOUS

MotorsportNews
1EtonStreet,

~ '/ /Richmond,
TWI1AG

_DIGITAL

: Word to the Wise
: Surely Malcolm Wise, who competes in the
: BARC Modified Saloon Car Championship,
: was well worthy of inclusion in last week’s
I_ETTEHS@M“T[]HSP"HTNEWS[:ﬂ“K : National Racing’s Top Underdogs feature
r— i i | ) N (Motorsport News, January 2, 2019).
graphs must be of a good quality and please send no more than three images :  Hedrives a 20-year-old 525bhp Ford Escort

: Cosworth butis usually beaten by Rod
: Birley in his WRC-specification Escort.
FAV““H'TE 0F = = - — Despite being unable to match the very

'I'HE WEEK_ . : n - - : e ¢ highlevel of professionalism of Birley’s
. —_—— — — : squad, he hasneverthelessnotched up

o . : five class wins and has been the only other
! 477 .!_ : driverinthis series to consistently finish
: - Chris . : within a couple of seconds behind Birley’s
es NFrFMim¥ - B : usually winning car.
: — l_-l_ ! :  Andononememorable occasion, at the
- : championship’s fifth round at Brands Hatch
¢ Indy last year, he scored his only overall
: win of the season - whilst Birley limped
acrossthelinein alowly eighth place.
:  Thishard-trying Enfield based racer, who
: — : ¢ ischairman of the Green Belt Motor Club,
= . —_ T ——— - : doesmostof his own car preparation. He
Surely this won’t end well? By Andrew Harbey : builds his engines at Dave Wild’s DTW
¢ Engines workshops in Harlow and benefits
: fromrace day assistance from occasional
: Ford Sapphire Cosworthracer Nigel Hutton.
:  With this valuable help hefinished in
¢ third place overall, and second in class, in
: lastyear’s championship.
: Robert Taylor
: Viaemail

: Keep the talent

: Itisgreattoseethat M-Sporthas managed

: tofind a way to enter the World Rally

: Championship this year. After such colossal
. effort and success over the last two years,

: itwould have been a tragedy if they were

: absentfrom the 2019 series, which looked

=3 : like a possibility just before Christmas. This
: meansthatitisalso great news for Elfyn

: Evansashekeeps hisseatinthe WRC.

Such ashamethat Craig Breen appears

: tobeoutof amanufacturer drive despite

i puttingin some very solid performances

- andresults (in what has not been considered
: tobethe best car) theselast two seasons.

: Ithinkheisafuture champion who just

: needstherightamount of supportand, so

: too,isHayden Paddon, who also appearsto

: beoutof adrive. I'm a big Sebastien Loeb

: fanandIabsolutely get why Hyundaihave

¢ hired him, but it seems such a shame that

: thisisatthe costof Paddon’sdrive.

: I’mnotagreatbelieverin shared

¢ driver programmes in the WRC anyway,

¢ particularly for up-and-comingdrivers. Due
: tothegapsin the programme, it doesn’t offer
: them the consistency of seat time on every

: eventthey need and therefore makesit more
: . difficult for them to prove themselves.
T :  Let’shopethese promising young guys

P . ST Ak T : getthebreaksthey deserveinthenottoo
Richard Salisbury’s shot from December’s Jaffa Stages Rally Braving the chill, Peter Atkins visited the Plum Pudding meeting : distant future.

: Andy Maclean

¢ Via e-mail

GOT AN OPINION? » 2 2 LET US KNOW: LETTERS@MOTORSPORT-NEWS.CO.UK
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The 2019 running of the world-
famous Dakar Rally is taking
placein January as nine-time
World Rally champion Sebastien
Loeb attempts to take his maiden
win on the great event.

But would he be able to stop
reigning holder Carlos Sainzfrom
taking a hat-trick of victories on
the Dakar? Highlights from stage
3 are shown on Wednesday (2230-
2300hrs, Eurosport 2) followed
by the best bits from stage 4
on Thursday (2230-2300hrs,
Eurosport2). But the action

2) and stage 6 (Sunday, 2230-
2300hrs, Eurosport 2) highlights
will also be shown.

Catch the bestaction of the
2018/19 Formula E season opener
from Saudi Arabia (Friday, 2000-
2030hrs, Eurosport 2) as the
championship’s second generation
electric car madeitsrace debut.

And finally relieve one of the
biggest eventsin the motorsport
social calendar, the 2018
Autosport Awards. The great
and the good converged for a
night of celebrations and you

motorsport-news.co.uk JANUARY 9 2019 31

TV GUIDE

Formula E: Marrakech
B Race: Saturday, 1400-1630hrs, BT
Sport ESPN/1430-1635hrs,
Eurosport 2/TBA, BBC Red Button,
iPlayer and online

Autosport Media UK Limited,
1 Eton Street, Richmond, TW9 1AG, UK

EDITORIAL

Tel: +44 (0) 20 3 405 8149

Like us on Facehook: search ‘Motorsport News'
Twitter: @MNmotorsport

Web: www.motorsport-news.co.uk

Editor Matt James

doesn’t stop there as stage 5 Da Costawonlasttime out

(Friday, 2230-2300hrs, Eurosport

can see all the best bits (Sunday, i
2320-0000hrs, Sky Sports F1). Mika Hakkinenreceived lifetime achievement award

BOOK REVIEW

“They competed on the track and

scrapped tooutdo each other’sbank
The Men Whoe Made Formula One

balance, yet whenever sh*thit thefan,

matt.james@motorsport-news.co.uk
Deputy Editor Stephen Lickorish
stephen.lickorish@motorsport-news.co.uk
Group National Editor Jack Benyon

jack.benyon@motorsport.com

Reporter Stefan Mackley

. . . . . o stefan.mackley@motorsport-news.co.uk
simply regurgitatingthesameoldstory  interviewees,itisashamethatthe ¢ i

abouthow Ecclestone strong-armed scandals of Spygate and Crashgate are
himself into position as F1’s emperor, not further unpacked. With Dennis
rightunderthenoses of contemporaries refusingtospeak aboutthe 2007 annus
suchasTyrrell, Chapmanand Williams. horriblisat McLaren, that story goes
ButEasonaims “nottoattempttotackle asfarasitcan.Butwith Ecclestone,
the complexities of the sportin detail, Mosley and then Renault boss Flavio
butto paint portraits of the peoplel Briatore discussing Nelson Piquet Jr’s
dealt within 20 years of reporting crashthataided Fernando Alonso’s
from tracks all over the world”. victory in the 2008 Singapore Grand
Themain building blocks of the Prix, thereaderisleft wantingmore.
book are the anecdotes poppedinto Howeverthatis aminor gripe, for the
every chapterthatreveal justalittle previously mentioned anecdotesmake : Grand Prix columnists James Roberts,
more about its subject. Forexample: the book fast-paced and difficult to put gl
Ecclestone once offered a Mercedes down. A particular highlightis when Y ol L D sy
230SL hardtoptoacar dealer who Ecclestone, all 5ft 3in of him, allegedly
make each aformidable opponent: had got one over onhim. Nevertobe threatened tothrow aranting Tyrrell
Ecclestone’seyeforadeal;di outfoxed, for aknockdown price, outof awindow.
Montezemelo’s suave personacombined Ecclestonesoldthelucky dealer The teams, who cottoned onto
with hislinksto the upper echelons of exactly that: ahardtop for the 230SL. Ecclestone’s unique business models,
Italian society; ortheintensityandself-  Orthetimein Kuala Lumpar, when were apoplectic. But as the now 88-year-
belief tomake things happen of Dennis Eddie Jordanjumpedinataxito oldreminisces: “Wedidn’t gointothe
and Williams. “They might not have Chinatown tobuy a bagfull of £20 businessto make money. We wentin
been much alike,” notes author of ultra-realisticfake Omega watches torace and if we made some money
Driven: The Men Who Made Formula after spotting Eason’s over dinner. then good. But we wereracers.”
OneKevin Eason, “butthey operated Initsearly chapters, Drivenisalittle Itcanbe very hard to strike a balance
like a sporting Mafiafamily.” jumpy asittriestochronologically between stimulatingthemind of an F1
After steppingdown from Flreporting followtheentwined pathsof the devotee and a casual fan whomight
dutiesfor The Timesin 2016, journalist pioneers. As Ecclestone beginsto happen acrossthebook on ashelf or
Easonhaswrittenahighlyentertaining wield influence with Mosleyin online. But Eason hasfound a strong
look back onthe characterswholaidthe tandemintheearly 1980s,the book middle ground between pleasingany
foundationsforthelikes of Chase Carey, becomesalotslicker. Perhaps,there reader of the book, motorsport
Toto Wolff and Christian Horner. isametaphorinthere somewhere... enthusiastornot.
It would be easy tofall into the trap of With such a strongrepertoire of

Group Rallying Editor David Evans
david.evans@autosport.com

they closed rankslike the Corleones.” Art Editor Mike Stokoe

Take amoment to considerjusthow
many timesthe names of Bernie
Ecclestone, Max Mosley, Ron Dennis,
Frank Williams, Eddie Jordan, Colin
Chapman, Ken Tyrrell, Lucadi
Montezemelo, and Enzo Ferrarihave
graced the pages of Motorsport News.

Then, lend a handful of thoughtsas
to why. Why the names of these nine
men have become synonymous
with Formulal.

Individually their USPs would

mike.stokoe@motorsport-news.co.uk
Office Manager Joanne Grove

joanne.grove@motorsport.com
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Brand New Private Seller Rates
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25 words = £25 (£30 inc vat)

25 words + Picture = £35 (£42inc vat)
Extra 10 words = £5 (£6 inc vat)

Full Colour 4x1 Box Advert

£50 (£60 inc vat)

£10 per extra column cm (£12 inc vat)
Private seller Offer

25% off when you book for 4 weeks

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

Motorsport News Classified
offers a fantastic opportunity to
advertise to a uniquely motorsport
based audience. Advertising with
us puts your advert right in front
of a very hands on and involved
motorsport market.

If you wish to advertise in the
Motorsport News Classified please
call 0203 4058 110 ox

email mnads@motorsport.com
Deadline: Mondays at 12noon
(subject to change on Bank Holiday
weeks)

Payment: Cheques and postal
orders should be made payable to
Autosport Media UK Ltd
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INSURANCE

POLICIES FOR

v COMPETITION CARS
v RALLY & RACE CARS
v SERVICE VEHICLES

PHONE: 0161 440 7590

quote form on rallycar-insurance.co.uk

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority

Full range of engine components for:
LOTUS FORD TWIN-CAM
LOTUS 900-SERIES
VAUXHALL XE
VAUXHALL ECOTEC
ROVER K-SERIES

Call or buy online!

www.kaylan.co.uk
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DURATEC
ENGINE

» 2.0-2.5 Litre
» 200-340 BHP

ZETEGC
ENGINE

» 1.6, 1.8 & 2.0 Litre

» 188-275 BHP
me zetec

B

COMPLETE ENGINE & COMPONENT DEVELOPMENT

wwwwwwww.dunnellengines.com /i1

Tel: +44 (0) 1449 677 726 E-Mail: info@dunnellengines.com
Unit 10 Tomo Business Park, Tomo Road, Stowmarket, Suffolk, IP14 5EP, England
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The Stainless Steel Rally Exhaust Specialists ...

Like Us

facebook.com/SimpsonRaceExhausts

Follow Us

twitter.com/SimpsonExhausts

v

01753532222

=

Simpson Exhausts

« Repairs to aluminium and magnesium
wheels and castings.

* Wheels chemically stripped, fine
bead blasted and powder coated.

+Wheels inserted and PCD and
offset altered.

( Chevette )

- Manufacturers of cars and components
to build Works spec Chevette HS/HSR.

+ HSR body kits, springs, shocks, roll
cages and all parts required and all
parts required to build cars to works
spec.

+ 40 years of experience to share.

| ENGingERinG

HOME FARM, 81 MAIN STREET,
BISHOPTHORPE, YORK, YO23 2RA

- -3
(Alloywheelrepairs.com |

01904 703 863,

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

TO ADVERTISE
YOUR NEW
PRODUCTS AND
SERVICES IN
OUR NEXT ISSUE
CALL

0203
405 8109

Rebuild Timel...

Fast and Reliable Delivery of

Forged Pistons and Conrods t\

Y CARRILLO
A S~

Have the pistons you need, not =
S CALL: (0)1462 684300

sales@cambridgemotorsport.com

N Cambridge
» » » Motorsport Parts
Unit 5 Lacre Way, Letchworth, Herts, 5Gé | NR. www.cambridgemotorsport.com

MITSUBISHI

Grp N, R4,
B13 / Open Class

Tel 01524 761398

Large amount of
parts held in stock
ready for immediate
despatch View our
online catalogue at

waynesis@aol.com
www.arnsidemotorsport.co.uk
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MARKETPLACE
Vehicle wielstpplyia) Property FOR SALE or TO LET

o comprehensive range of
W| iln wiring products for repair,
modification or complete Grade 2 listed cottage

P rOd u CtS rewire to your vehicle 1/3 Acre plot

1500°ft Workshop/offices
Existing motorsport use
Off road parking

Central UK location NN6

Suitable for small race team/ engineering etc
Sale price £450,000

For further details/photos
Tel: 01858 575715

Visit our website, phone or email for a free catalogue

www.vehicleproducts.co.uk
Tel: 0115 9305454 | email: sales@vehicleproducts.co.uk

Vehicle Wiring Products Ltd,
9 Buxton Court, Manners Ind Est, llkeston, Derbyshire, DE7 8EF.

lctorsport THE UK’S LARGEST SUPPLIER OF TANKS & TANK ACCESSORIES::

_m(: TANK smmci

WE"CAN MANUFACTURE ONSITE ANY SHAPE_‘
SIZE%FE CAPACITY DF TANK YOU NEED' e R

—

FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 10 GALLON
[H250mm x W300mm x Lﬁﬂﬂmm] '

e | 159, 55 - B

i PROJECT -. pROJECT | L. & PROJECT) |

CMB-FT-020R Y9 SMB- ; : -FT014
c - e s . ! 5 A — . cu

1 X OFF CENTER FILLER y INLET, 6MM QUTLET

NECK [BAFFLED] : ﬁm SIDE FILLER NECK [BAFFLED]

e

FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 18 C
[H300mm x W300mm
X LQUIJmm]

119499 WL s : . £209:99

PROJECT | . - _, PROJECT
ppe—— | |

CMB-FT015 Q, .'
CUSTOM '
. MOUNTED OFF-CENTRE o INLET, 6mm OUTLET h - - i
' FILLEFt NECK +STRAPS [BﬂFFLED] COMPLETE WITH BUILT-IN LEVEL SENSOR [BAFFLED] ~ + STRAPS

—— T e 8 i -

,_E_-"i'iv'__}.compbrake.com
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il L 575

NEW Massive 2019 Full colour Rally Design Motorsport Catalogue NOW AVAILABLE!

IMotorusponiiBantsySparesiGaRallyEquipment:
Tel: 01227 792 792 Fax: 01227 794 888

UNIT 4, ST. AUGUSTINE’S BUSINESS PARK, ESTUARY WAY, SWALECLIFFE, KENT CT5 2QJ

See RALLY DESIGN on STANDS 3752 & 3754 | 2

Come and

#AUTOSPORT
THE RACING |
CAR SHOW WW

NEC BIRMINGHAM 10-13 JANUARY 2019

ATLAS AXLE PARTS, BLACKLINE

Allas plate style diff, historic spec. with ‘Boreham” mods,
18 tooth side gears £495.80 E594.96

“'?I ﬂﬂ'&’ﬁ,’ 201'9

Mk1 Mexico front wing, LH or RH each
Mk2 front wing, LH or RH, std. each
Mk2 front wing, LH or RH, R§2000 each

£265.22 £318.27
£E72.10 E86.52
L175.00 £270.00

Full listing of all Mk1 and Mk2 body panels on our website

SPARES
Spare side gears, 18 tooth cach E32.50 £39.00
Motorsport plate kit £83.90 E100.68
Wavy plate each £16.30 £19.56 '
Atlas CWP. 3.4, 3.7, 4.6, 5.1 £229.50 £275.40 BSCORT ERAKING PARTS a1y By
Atlas axle casing, thick Wilwood brakes kit, 265x10, Powerlite caliper £299.51 £359.41 RS2000 (Pinto) ally radiator
tube, double pinned & breather £198.60 £238.32 Wilwood brakes kit, 247x20, Midilite caliper £468.49 £562.19 £179.60 £215.52
Pig’s head only £165.00 £198.00 Wilwood brakes kit, 285x21, Midilite caliper £571.40 £685.68 13/235 oil cooler
Balance bar pedal box, cable clutch £189.50 £227.40 50.10 £60.12
Balance bar pedal box, hydraulic dutch E215.00 £258.00
RMD master cylinders from £21.50 £25.80 Lockable fuel filler
Wilwood master cylinders from £29.50 £35.40 cap assembly
Axle end stubs, R/H & L/H thread pair £49.90 £59.88 Wilwood proportioning valve, knob £42.50 £51.00 £49.50 £59.40
Axle locking rings, R/H & L/H thread pair £21.90 £26.28 Wilwood proprtioning valve, lever £57.50 £69.00 Silicone hose kit, Mexico or R§2000
Locking ring adjustment tool £25.50 £30.60 Blackline ‘swaged” stainless brake lines, 3-line £29.74 £35.69 {availabie blue I';fal:'k or red)
Caliper mount brackets, suit AP pair £29.50 £35.40 Classic Ford wheels 6x13 £69.00 £82.80 £62.34 £74.81
7x13 £76.00 £91.20
8x13 £87.50 £105.00
8x15 £99.00 £118.80
Fully floating hub assembly without shafis pair E218.60 £262.32
Fully floating axle kit, inc.(2) F/F Hub assemblies Classic Ford uh;-; """'". r
plus (2) 4340’ halfshafts, 18 tooth £69.00 £82.

(choice of length) E328.60 £394.38

Hange to suit F/F hub kit E49.50 £59.40

SPARES

Studs each5.90 £7.08 - wcP lnl'll"ﬂ'i"a" 4'"'""5

Seal pack pack zE13.90 £76.68 Poly’ bump stops, top axle mounting pair £8.12 £9.75 £29.00

Bearing, top quality each £38.90 E46.68 Escort 11/1300 front springs, 145-220lbs pair £33.80 E40.56

770mm “4340° halfshaft, 18 tooth each £77.50 £93.00 Escort RS front springs, 145-220lbs pair £33.80 £40.56

820mm ‘4340 halfshaft, 18 tooth each £82.50 £99.00 1.9% & 2.25" coil springs, 20,000 in stock! from £15.90 £719.08 WCP interuplter fuel pump £29.00 £34.80

All Blackline halfshafts Group 1 and Group 4 are manufactured from 4340 alloy steel and "‘d""“"b‘t" e, Somalgy ” SN B L S A p " g e

have induction hardened teeth to Rudm 50 HRC !Pﬂgh‘ or, 2.25"-2.25 £10.50 £12.60 injection fuel pump rom £32.19 8.63

4340 is about twice as strong as 1040 (the material which OEM halfshafts are normally Gaz front shocks each £67.60 £81.12 Bonnel pin 'H_IS; stainless £5.00  E6.00

manufactured from). It has a high of ductility to absorb shock loadings of abrupt Gaz, able (3-way) front shocks each £299.50 £359.40 Bonnet pin kits, alloy £7.00  £8.40

a:cakralm r?tw m;afoﬂ the drﬁ&rmtmagd m ;:'%mﬂt; wﬁ:m #:ga‘- Gaz, able -:lfs rear shocks :.:f- EG5.00 £78.00 :-emc:alch e ;mm £31.00 gf.zﬂ

¥ o in orgue loads without failure. 5 Quick steering 2:9 ratio E1719.50 E£7143.40 vanln map I il £19.50 £23.40

a ,m"":.fj F0mm diameter ,,m"”* e "”H’"d e e e ol RH 2:4 ratio £139.50 £167.40 Manifold wrap, 27 x 15 mefres (50ft), Vermiculite £29.60 £35.52
H 2:4 ratio E149.50 E179.40 Roll cage padding, 3ft, BT fire rating E600  E7.20

266 x 21 ‘Forest’ lype discs pair £159.00 £190.80
FBL 002 disc bells pair £51.00 £61.20
Halfshaft flange, not F/E suit std. axle each £59.50 £71.40

M16 calipers to fit standard discs,
pair £89.00 £106.80

M16 calipers to fil vented discs

ENGLISH AXLE PARTS, H/duty quick steering racks RH 2:4 ratio £174.50 £209.40 (no spacers needed),

BLACKLINE RH 2:2 ratio £204.50 £245.40 pair £98.50 £118.20

LH 2:4 ratio E184.50 £225.40 M16 caliper, shouldered bolts, set of 4

English plate style diff (30,/90 ramps) LH 2:2 ratio £214.50 £257.40 £10.99 £13.19

Available 18 tooth (mates with semi-floating OFEM style steering rack mounts pair £16.80 E20.16 Group T vented discs (247x20,

conversion kit) £395.80 £474.96 Roller bearing top mount - spherical bearing, each £49.50 £59.40 pair £39.00 £46.80
Available 22 tooth (mates with std. halfshaift) £395.80 £474.96 Roller bearing top mount - roller bearing, each £49.50 £59.40
Spare plate kit £39.50 £47.40 Roller bearin plastic dust covers pair £9.50 £11.40
Spare side gears, 18 or 22 tooth (please state) E32.50 E£E39.00 Spherical bearing race type top mounis pair £49.60 £59.52

Englsh CWE 3.54.3.7,3.9,4.1,44.4.7,49.5.1,.53

Spare side bearing, top quality

Crush washer

Crown wheel bearing

Pinion bearing

Atlas into English semi-floating hub kit,
inc. (2) *4340° halfshafts, 18 tooth
English axle weld-on brace ring
Special 10mm axle brace, English axle
SPARES

Semi-floating hub assembly (less bearing)

Bearing “4340°

Halfshaft, suit semi-floating kit
Flange, nol semi-floating, suil std. axle
Aange, Group 1 type

Brake disc, 265 x 10

Sierra 77 Caterham

5-speed quickshift
M10 ally “Pro’ gearknob
M10 white or black nylon gearknob
Propshaft, Type 9 - English or Atlas axle

HELICAL LSDs (ATBs), BLACKLINE

English axle, Caterham, 22 spline
Allas axle, 16 spline

Ford FWD - Escorl, Fiesta, Focus, KA,
Orion. Puma (BC/1B5 trans)

Focus §T170, Mini Cooper ‘S’

(6-speed Getrag box)
Mazda MX5 (94-05)

£295.50 £275.40
E19.90 £23.88
£5.90 £7.08
£9.90 £711.88
£14.90 E£17.88

£443.80 £532.56 TCA’s “Pattern” style
£19.90 E£47.88 TCA’s “OEM’ style
£99.50 £179.40 TCA bush insertion tool
Twin cam anti-roll bar
ecach £144.40 £173.28 Anti-dive kil
E48.90 E£59.76 World cup X-member )
77.50 £93.00 World cup mounts pair
£59.50 E£E71.40 R52000 track rod ends each
E59.50 E£71.40 Group 4 style all steel U/] coupling
each £34.50 E41.40 4-link kit
Heavy duty 4-link kit
Group 4 round turrel kit kit
Mk1 spring shackles car sel
: Mk2 spring shackles car sel
£324.00 £388.80 OFM Escort RS struts each
£354.00 £424.80 Group 4 spec. front RS struts each
’ Escort RS stub axles pair
£399.00 £478.80 RS steering arms pair
£399.00 £478.80 Heavy duty steering arms, gusseted pair
: Quick fit steering arm kit pair
£399.00 £478.80  Ally hubs - standard or Group 4 each
£399.00 £478.80 Stub axle hardware kit
Watts linkage kit
Taper leaf springs, 146lb rate each
Ally tube strut brace, round tube
£38.50 E46.20 Work style 60mm oval tube strut brace
E40.50 £48.60 Rear lamp protectors pair
£13.50 £16.20 Chassis mounted sump guard, wet sump
£14.90 E17.88 Kaylan mudflaps, 4mm (500x300) pair
£12.50 E15.00 Body jacking kit car set

£89.50 £107.40 Ford hub nut socket, 3/4"D, 65mm

pair  £63.50

£714.90
£59.50
£371.00
LE1046.50
£28.50
£10.50
£719.80
£1719.50
£185.00
L6500
£17.00
£23.50
£96.95
£128.00
E£130.00
£69.50
£79.50
£9.60
£49.50
£10.90
£7199.50
£49.50
£44.90
£51.50
£12.90
E137.00
£16.50
£179.50
£13.90

E43.80
£76.20
E17.88
£71.40
E17.20
E127.80
£34.20
£12.60
£23.76
£143.40
£222.00
E78.00
£20.40
£28.20
£176.34
E153.60
E156.00
£83.40
£95.40
£711.52
£59.40
£13.08
E239.40
£59.40
£53.88
£61.80
El5.48
E164.40
£19.80
£143.40
£16.68

4.25 Itr FIA plumbed-in fire system,
full installation kit, FIA homologation EX 037.13
Kit £159.80 £191.76

Escort Laminated & Heated Screens

Escort Mk1 front laminated screen (incl. rubber) E69.50 EB3.40
Escort Mk2 front laminated screen (incl. rubber) £69.50 £83.40
Escort Mk1 Front heated laminated screen (inc. rubber) E198.60 E238.32
Escort Mk2 Front heated laminated screen (inc. rubber) £198.60) £238.32

Escort Mk1 front screen rubber £24.92 £29.90
Escort Mk1 rear screen rubber £23.92 E£28.70
Escort Mk2 front screen rubber E29.08 £34.90
Escort Mk2 rear screen rubber E29.08 E£34.90
Laser windscreen chip repair kit £13.90 E16.68
14" or 17" rear view mirror £714.90 E17.88

Escort Mk2 Rubber Parits

Bonnet bump stop pair £6.20 £7.44
Bonnet rail bump stop, set of 4 ET0.90 £13.08
Bonnet bump s kp centre-rear £5.10 E6.12
Wiring loom bulkhead grommet £6.90 £8.28
Bonnet release cable grommet £5.20 £6.24
Steering column bulkhead grommet £7.20 £8.64
Handbrake backplate dust boots pair 7.10 EB.52
Spedo cable bulkhead grommet £5.20 £6.24
Throttle £5.20 £6.24
Brake and clutch pedal pads pair £8.00 £9.60
Shock absorber fop caps pair E13.90 E£16.68
Rear bumper side plugs, set of 4 £9.90 £11.88
Ol lime bulkhead grommet £5.10 £6.12
Brake servo rod bellows £5.20 £6.24

I  PLEASE NOTE: All prices in Red are EXCLUSIVE OF VAT I mmm—
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VARLEY RED TopP™
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“They’re a semi-secret way to wear your car nerd
on your sleeve, but stylish enough that you'll get

compliments on them from people who don’t know
the secret meaning behind the pattern.”
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CALL FOR MORE INFO
01327 858 006

‘2R BRUNEL CLOSE

DRAYTON FIELDS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE

DAVENTRY. NN11 8RB

Email: info@mardigras.co.uk
www.mardigras.co.uk
www.performanceclutch.co.uk

use discount code MOTORSPORTNEWS20 for 20% off at

www.striipedesign.com

2=

.« GT86 CS-R3 available fully built or in kit form - |
e Modern and historic vehicle build and preparation  [&Rally Prep I 5076 ra
* From clubman to full FIA International status Lirallyprep

4K AM 8633

Phone: 01637 498184
www.rallyprep.co.uk
enquiries@rallyprep.co.uk

.
v

o Official UK Partner for Toyota Motorsport GmbH

e Work undertaken on all makes and models

CHAMPIONS

T RallyPrepUK
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

Classified advertising: 0203 405 8109

-y SR

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

T

¥ Connected to you

www.brianjames.co.uk

Style and Substance

Introducing the new Race Transporter 6 by Brian James Trailers. An even more
stylish and capable enclosed trailer specifically suited to car transportation.

New features include a standard automatic tilt-operation, invaluable for all
professional motorsport or transport operations. An extra side access hatch
door provides the ability to easily reach in for securing the standard
equipment ‘over wheel strap system.

In addition, many new optional features are now available, all designed to
offer the latest technology and improved convenience to all operators.

Race Transporter trailers are available from £ 7,699 + vat

Race Transporters are available ex-stock at many UK dealers.
Please visit our website or call us for further details.

T +44 (0)1327 308 833
TRANSPORTER
QAGE — B For more information and details on the Brian James Trailers range, please contact our head office
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

l , HIGH QUALITY TRAILERS

FOR CLUB, PRIVATE AND

www.WOODFORDTRAILERS.com PRO MOTORSPORTS

Woodford covered trailers
Superior in design, quality and finish

Woodford Trailers Limited | 14 Great Central Way, Daventry, Woodford Halse, Northants, NN11 3PZ | Telephone 01327 263384
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Authorised stockists for:

PHILIPSRG~S

and many more...

01527 908676 | www.phoenixautobulbs.co.uk

01933 411 993

jondelrace@aol.com

BDG RACE & RALLY SPECIALISTS
FOR OVER 40 YEARS
TOYOTA, VAUXHALL, MISTUBISHI, SUBARU AND ALL FORD
ENGINES CATERED FOR. ENGINE DYNO TESTING & MAPPING.
CYLINDER HEAD MODIFICATIONS,
PRECISION SURFACE GRINDING.

WWW.DTWENGINES.COM | TEL. +44 (0)1279-422128

JAPANESE PERFORMANCE SPECIALIST

GroupB Motorsport are the ROTARY ENGINE SPECIALISTS
We have engines available for Track day cars, Saloon racing and our NEW!

GPB Spec for historic rallying Talk to us about your requirements and we will
put together the best package with engines producing 250bhp up to 550bhp

{Kﬁ For more infomation email: sales@groupbmotorsport.com
GroupB Motorsport

call Mark on: 01244 822 327 or visit: groupbmeotorspori.com

WEB DIRECTORY

(€29:9:4:10).4 2 RACEWEAR

Gearboxman.com
COMPETITION TRANSMISSION SERVICES

Gearboxes and Axles for Road // Race // Rally // & more
Telephone: 01582 840 008 Fax: 01582 840 007

RACE CARS

"~ phone. 07771 762145

MCR's for sale
arrive & drive packages

RACE & RALLY PARTS

MARDI GRAS

\\ \\ MOTORSPORT

www.mardigras.co.uk

RACE & RALLY PARTS

SBD Motorsport

Specialists in the design & manufacture of management systems, engine
kits & components for use in all types of motorsport worldwide.

W: sbdev.co.uk E: sbdmotorsport@btconnect.com T: +44 (0) 208 391 0121

RACE & RALLY PARTS

Silverstone

The best of racewear & kartwear
www.gprdirect.com

RACEWEAR

Passionate About Motorsport

RACEWEAR

Teamwear Speclallsts -

Qéﬂnt
®Quick Tumamund

®Min Order Only 4
®No Logo Set Up Fees
www.iogomeup.co.u

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

IMEUP

e Performance Tuning Specialists
e 2WD Superflow Rolling Road,
1200 bhp and 220 mph capacity
e Life Racing and Omex Engine Management
e Weber, Dell’Orto and SU Carburettor Agents
Plus much more, Contact us on

01604 766624

— Northampton
Motorsport

e-mail
northamptonmotorsport@btconnect.com

or visit
northamptonmotorsport.com

GEARBOXES

-ort{gport Part[:]e))4

Performance and Tuning Parts

Leading performance brands online

RACE & RALLY PARTS

Avanti Motorsport Transmissions
84 West End Street, Somerset, BA16 OLP
+44 (01458) 446517
avantimotors@btconnect.com

- Rally and Race Gearboxes
- 6 Speed Sequential Gearboxes
- 5 & 6 speed Gearkits
- Limited Slip Differentials etc.

GEARBOXES

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

¥ Connected to you

www.brianjames.co.uk

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

Autoparts and Hydraulics

sales@LMAautoparts.com

www.EMPIRE RV.co.uk
L-i\’i:‘ﬂa' tire lmigh fite
Tel: +44 (0) 1761 300 489

www.EmpireRV.co.uk m info@EmpireRY.co.uk

RACE & RALLY PARTS

Rally & Race Gearboxes,

GearKits, LSD's and Driveshafts

1: 01782280136 F: 01782269913
E: sales{@eliteracingtransmissions.com

i g: Transmissions

sit: EliteRacingTransmissions.com

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

OTORSPORT

Stock and custom made
FiA Fuel Cells.
Short lead times.
01527 521050

wwwi.classicworldracing.co.uk

Ben Kavanagh

Classified Advertising
T: +44 (0) 20 3405 8109

E: ben.kavanagh@motorsport.com

3 3N
COMPOMOTIVE

MOTORSPORT WHEELS

Winning all over the world since 1973...

Heat treated alloy wheels now back in production.
Including CXR, ML and MO

WWW.COMPOMOTIVE.COM

Tel. 00 44 1952 850618 sales@comp.co.uk

THIS CLASSIFIED SECTION WAS BROUGHT TO YOU BY:
Ben Webster

Senior Production Coordinator
T: +44 (0) 20 3405 8131

E: ben.webster@motorsport.com




SCHROTH RACING \|_|||{||'|‘||
CHAMPIONS CHOICE -

Wide Range of HANS
Devices, Harness
Belts & Racing Nets

Visit www.schroth.com/racing to learn
more about our products.

NEW FIA Standard 8853-2016 n Follow us on Facebook
available right now www.facebook.com/schrothracing




