WOULD TELL
ME ABOUT YOUR |
“ PROGRESS | »

-' WHAT /
1 HAVE TomarE
| YOU BEEN // 7

| WORKING

IF I DON'T
UNDERSTAND
THE MEANING
OF THE LINES,
THEN T CAN'T

EXPRESS
THEM...

—

~—

.
I'VE
WORRY...
BUT NOW

EVERYTHING
IS FINE.

AND THE ABOUT
SPIRALING HEAVEN'S
FORCE OF AND

THE CRIMSON EARTH'S
GODDESS... VOICE...

WHILE T
WALKED
IN THE
MOLINTAINS.

\

MADE YOU |
l

THINKING ON HOW
O INTERPRET THE
LINES YOU GAVE
K US YESTERDAY.

[ { AH... T HAVE BEEN

“I
ABOUT THE ¢ AND
CRIMSON ||| You, /
GOUDESS... [ mavaz A

ABOUT HOW
SHE WOULD BE
J FEELING WHEN

SHE SPOKE




WHAT DOES
THE OPENING
LINE, "WHO
CALLS FOR
ME?" MEAN?

THEN TRY
ANSWERING

THIS...

\7 \ OF aNY-
U\ THING?

; &gf (k\ i
o = |

QW N

%,

~

EHM...T
HAVEN'T
EVEN

< Q | THOUGHT |

|

\

AND THE |
| MEANING |

OF THE

LINES?

-~
N

\

\

o ssour [
B aem \

7 AN LET

- ; ALONE
O @ | THER |
o AL

; \ e

PR

IT MEANS
JUsT WHAT

I GUESS SHE IS
BEING CALLED BY
SOMETHING...

SHE
= HEARS A
= CALL FROM
: ( < itrnss THE WORLD

~ | OF BLOOD
= | rrowTe  TFTME
~ \ Human  SPIRITS!

-\ WORLD...

A /




THE FOLLOWING LINE,
“THEY STIR AND STIR,
ONE AGAINST THE
OTHER, AND THEIR
CONFLICT DESTROYS

EVERYTHING..."

"THEIR DANCE
IS EVER MORE
TERRIFYING,"

BECAUSE
VIOLENCE I OF THEM...
SPREADNG THE WHOLE
SPREADING TE Wi
ity IN CHAOS.

NEW DAY.

WHAT ABOUT
"THE RED
WHIRLPOOL
AND THE WHITE
WHIRLPOOL,
LIKE TWO
SPINNING TOPS
THAT WREAK
HAVOC UPON
THE WORLD"? 4

AND

' ) S
(LN

I DIDN'T

GIVE THEM [% S

WHIRLPOOL
AND THE WHITE

WHIRLPOOL"
ARE JUST AS
THEY SAY...
k 4\ Ji
. \S7% Y A
- = e
a \ Y
‘ P | [ [ ey (
L LK. THey meAyviw e T [ - | ARE THE| AND “THE
ARE THE VOICES o e I\ k ABOUT | | S0ULS OF | PEARLS OF
OF THE GODS OF ” R\ HUMANS. '& LIFE"?
HEAVENS
HEAVEN AND €
CARTI AND *CRY - -
OF THE £

I REALLY HAVE
NO CLUE.

I




I THINK THEY
THE VOICES
OF HEAVEN

AND EARTH.

I DON'T
vS KNOW
EHM... JUST LIKE IT
SAYS, THE TREE IS
THE SPIRIT OF THE ,
EARTH'S :

"MY STRENGTH
SPIRALS UP
HEAVENS," IS
EXACTLY mAT, "

BE MEANT BY
"THE TREE AND
THE SPIRIT.
GODS GROWS
AND SHOWS
HTSELF ON THE
SURFACE"?

EXACTLY
WHY...
BECAUSE JUST...
THE CRIMSON
GODDESS 1S
SAYING S0.

I THINK...
THE CRIMSON
GODDESS CAN
HEAR THE VOICES
OF HEAVEN AND
EARTH.




.{ you say you
FIGURED OUT HOW | MADE NO EFFORT
THE SPIRIT OF THE ) | TO LUNDERSTAND
EARTH'S GODS ? | THE MEANING OF
IS THE TREE. 7 | THE LINES?

I STILL... HAVEN'T

NOR HOW THE (- YEAN...
STRENGTH OF | ;
~ I ONLY
GovoEss ) -
HOW TO PLAY

THE CRIMSON 7
THOUGHT OF i —

BECOMES A ,
SPIRAL... = / THEM...

THIS IS
ENOUGH
FOR AND YOU, THIS IS
TODAY. MAYA, TRY YOWHZIT‘IEgggET
| U |
YOU MAY o ,OTB,;SREOQ,\,\/ Zﬁ i THE ELEMENTS,
T AYUMI!

RETURN B :
TO YOUR * ACTOR'S

BACK AND
OBSERVE




Mava THE LINES AS

A6 THE AN ACTRESS. &

a4 CRIMSON e “:;""3" 15'
7 COvDESS. A TG

APPROACHED el GENZO? ‘

BETWEEN
.Y THE TWO IS
| BECOMING
CLEARER...

lunder- =
estimated

S N
5 /////// \\\
Y NN
"7 N\

frying to it perfectly natural s
understand pearels%' that | could hear —=
the Crimson : : the voices of =

Goddess... /| W(l))uld Is;mplv Heaven and o=

e “life’s

»

" ’< “ \l\k\v\\i\\
\\ Ui ’f‘%\\ | shouldn’t
Of coursel  De SUfPt’lsgd'
S Notifl That the spirit
of the gods
becowe a tree!

There’s a huge
difference

= betweenus! (////[ |
2 (L NG

W

Z/7FITINNAN \yy




NO,

NOTHING
AT ALL!

I WAs
ONLY
THINKING. ..
GOOD

T T
|

I I,N

§ I\‘l ‘

I | ; -

et >

Ui | il

L 1 2
illl Tl TR - “

T T e
a8 s ST R




what we'll have '
1o do now?

B /

LIKE FOR US

10 GO TO THE
THE PLUM
TREES...

VALLEY OF
THE PLUM
TREES?

TO00?
§
A

V) o

v

you 6uys, |,

| WE ARE.

YOU'RE

~ THIS MORNING,
GENZO C &
UsS AND sAl DETHAT
TEUKIKAGE-SAN
WILL SHOW UsS
THE VALLEY.
S0 HERE




ITs
INCREDIBLE
THAT SUCH

A PLACE
STILL
EXISTS!

HEY, IT'S
| SWAYING!

IT'S REALLY
MAGNIFICENT!

EVEN THE
AR SEEMS

CRIMSON,
JUST LIKE
THEY SAID! /




LONG TIME,
Ll mwas A
| FORBIDDEN AND |
MYSTERIOUS |
PLACE.

MAYA, THERE'S
AYUM.... A REASON T
BROLIGHT You
YOU WILL ALL HERE
NOW BOTH TOGETHER.
CREATE THE
CRIMSON

AND I'D LIKE FOR
EACH OF YOU TO
CHOOSE A SPIRIT
TO PORTRAY.

"HERE IN
THIS HOLY
GROLUIND,
WHERE
GODS
THRIVE, T
HAVE THE
SHAPE OF
A PLUM
TREE.”

NOT JusT
THE CRIMSON
PLUM TREE.

S0, EVERYONE,
WELCOME TO
THE VALLEY OF

AS YOU CAN
SEE, THIS IS A
LINIQUE PLACE.

"
T aeis  THE LINES
OF THE EARTW'S |
THE TREE |
6ODS GROWS )
AND THE
AND SHOWS w2l
ITsELF ON THE ~ SPIRTS [l
SURFACE." e 3

LEGEND, THERE
{ ARE MANY
OTHER SPIRITS.



\‘\ \\‘ | \'\ ‘ / /.

\\\ f\f \ = A spmf O‘f7 A
N ‘! ‘ ol [ SOUNDS this valley?

e | | RN y

e THE |y
/" THE SPIRIT e B
/OF THE ECHO, ol

WIND, THE .
THE  gpRIT |,

[ THE Gop oF THE |
| MOUNTAN...

(/ THE TENGU

R 2 Rl SPIRIT OF THE /-
2 L s WATCHING OF HE fog... J |
[~ \\W\" ¥ | OVER THE WATER, !
: £t \ valtey ano) THE SPIRIT
EACH OF You 1\ \ RYUJIN. / OF THE ¢
CAN CHOOSE iy, 5\ A PLANTS AND |
WHATEVER FLOWERS...

ROLEYOU Y=
PLEASE... :Y*\ ;




WOW,
THAT'S
A GOOD
FIT FOR
you!

I AM ANGERED
THAT HUMANS
HUNT SO
BIRDS AND

ANIMALS.

WE...
AS THE

MANY GOD OF THE

MOUNTAIN...

THEY CUT
DOWN SO

MANY TREES,

LEAVING ME

OF YOU HAS
A QUARREL
WITH
HUMANS.

| GandeReD

&T OGETHER.

B “’\
OH, ”
BUT L
THAT TSK!
LE T OR
€0... REALLY MEF|5FTHE Y U
T HAVE TO m OF TH
BE THE FF"S YO” You MOuNTAIN ALL THE
LIKE A BEST
& PARTS...

B oS B

FORBIDDEN
TO HUMANS.




[
1, THE SPIRIT
OF THE PLANS
AND FLOWERS,
~ FEEL THE
SAME.
[ AND THEY ol
CHANGE THE \ ‘
/ COURSE OF \ THE HUMANS J
RIVERS, RECKLESSLY
DRYING THEM PLLCK
« up T00! PLANTS AND
\ FLOWERS!
\\ > B
P S
i THEY
( ronoy, || MAKE e
B EVEN BACK IN I HA\/é REPEAT THE HUMANS
THE TIMES OF PR A THEIR wT:g CgMEsTTO
| THEYWERETWE  MOMOTARO, 0 A00r || orheeEss THE TORE
ONES WHO STARTED ~WHAT DID WE ScREAMe OF: o HavE
== £ TBYINVADING THE DO TO THEM? | THE HUMANS YAHoe: " FLNL.
i &ﬂ ISLAND OF THE DISRESPECT AND "HEY!
75 TENGU TO STEAL ANYTHING  + e A
OUR TREASURES! | ™AT IS EVEN X
7 T A LITTLE BIT
P DIFFERENT /| \
(

~—~| FroM THEM. /[
y
[
{11

AND
FOR THIS,
MOMOTARO
IS CALLED A
HERO! HOW

o

I HAVE NO
CHOICE BUT TO
REPEAT THEIR
MEANINGLESS

WORDS.

MY TENGU
ANCESTORS WERE
CHASED AWAY
JUST BECALSE

{ HUMANS THOUGHT
T THEIR FACES
WERE LGLY.

\ WE ARE ACCUSED
. OF VARIOUS EVILS
L[ AND FORCED TO

& ENDURE THEIR
INSULTS.




THAT IS WHY
THEY BEHAVE
LIKE THEY DO,
DESTROYING
MOUNTAINS AND
FORESTS.

v

HAVE A BAD apouT |
HABIT OF NOT WHAT,
BELIEVING IN RYUJIN? ~
WHAT THEY
CAN'T SEE.

THEY DON'T
BELIEVE WE

THEY ARE
WARY OF

THAT'S 4
TRUE. BUT NATURE'S

THEY CAN'T DESTRUCTIVE
CONSIDER
WHAT THEY
DON'T SEE.

POWER...

And by
understanding Sl
imaginin
their hearts, " They wg»a t g
they are: able>— == gradually spirite
to become ’(he =
/charac’rers¥ -

With
this game,
Tsukikage-san
makes us
understand the
hearts of the
spirits!

OURSELVES J

HOW MANY  RIVERS...
WE WRECKED




THEN T'LL
SHOUT ECHOES
AT THEM IN THE
MOLINTAINS SO
THEY'LL BECOME
EVEN MORE
CONFUSED.

ik

/ITHEN?

YOU HAVE TO
PROTECT HER.

THEY THINK ; qAN o é.;‘é!ﬁ
ANYTHING - » ON WINDS
THAT IS NOT | LS AROUND THE
ey kL WKETHEM A \ AND I'VE " WomLD
CAN BE / : \\ | NEVER MET A
INSECTS AND i1 gp AT/ BEING MORE
ANT",:Q','SA ;'EKE WILL. f ) SELFISH AND
i /- e CRUEL THAN
NOTHING! <\ ==\ AHUMAN! /7
< IR EAA g /. & i
AN <l
WOULD MAKE THIS IS THE
A NICE THICK SACRED PLACE E{ﬁ,‘;g‘;‘;’;
FOG SO ANY WHERE THE YOUR ANGER
HUMAN WHO SPIRIT OF AT THE
WANDERS i THE EARTH'S TELL  LiMANS
HERE WILL | SHE GODS SHOWS ME... !
BELOST. |k |sTME  HERSELF
[ CRMSON AS A PLUM
:")

WHAT WOULD

YOU DO TO
THEM IF THEY
» HOW WERE TO SET
| wouLp you FOOT IN THIS
0O IT? VALLEY?
/r »'//
/ WHEN
AND IF THAT , AND IF THEY T'LL WRAP THEY'VE
ISN'T ENOUGH, | SOMEHOW STILL MY TENDRILS LOST THEIR
T'LL SUMMON COME THROUGH, AROUND THEIR | WAY, T'LL
RAINCLOUDS T'LL BLOW THEM BODIES 50 BLOCK THEIR
TO POUR DOWN AWAY WITH A PATH WITH

GUST OF WIND.

THEY CAN'T




|~ =% \\ ——
IF THEY , J \
MANAGE TO \ : AND AFTER

THAT, IF BY

e e SOME MIRACLE,
OF BOMETHING, THEY STILL TRY,
T'LL PULL THEIR '
LEGS S0 THEY T'LL MAKE
FALL TO THE USE OF MY
%cg\r/%_gpy INVISIBILITY AND
- ) TRIP THEM SO
WHEN THE Y THEY'LL FALL
HUMANS FALL OFF A CLIFF.
INTO THE
RIVER, T'LL 7
DRAG THEM
AWAY. / /
THAT'S
HOW WE IF THEY STILL
WOLLD REMAIN AND SET
I SEE. SO DEFEND THE FOOT IN THIS PLACE,
NO HUMAN CAN VALLEY OF T'LL SHAKE THE
DESTROY THIS GROUND TO SCARE

THEM AWAY!

THAT IS ALL.
YOU CAN
CONTINUE TO
PLAY AS YoOu
LIKE IN THIS
VALLEY.

EACH OF You
PICK A SPOT
YOU LIKE.

STAY THERE
UNTIL I GIVE
THE SIGNAL!




AT AN R Ny
R T\ SEAERY Foai s ,‘%’
W £ \%y 'K“,’:‘. ’)

All of the
spirits spread
out across the
valley to Find
3 place that
would best i
suit them. £.

o0 T
.
-y
/\;} ’:ZL'
i
TAKE
THESE AND
FIND YOUR

IT SERVES
‘ AS THE

| COSTUME
| FORTHE
| CRIMSON
| GODDESS.
P YOU HAVE FOR THE
£ 10 STAY OTHERS, THIS
% STILL UNTIL IS A GAME. BUT
THE SECOND FOR YOU, THIS
SIGNAL. 15 A TEST FOR
THE CRIMSON
PO You GODDESS.
UNDERSTAND?

SHE'LL WAKE /
FROM A LONG

AND DEEP
SLUMBER AND
| SHOW HERSELF
|\ TO THE OTHERS.

~ \

' \ 5 ((& i
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The place of
the Crimson




2 \F

’ oI5 WHAT
GLAD Y. \Jl/ R
TO MEET | P AT%EEfT

I GET
A GOOD
FEELING

(o The spirit
- —of the plum
\ T e 3

The Crimson
Goddess!
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The spirit
of the echo
Jjumps
repesting  about..

every word
uttered across

)

the valley.

When they
can't decide
3 winner, the

god of the

mountain
jumps on
3 rock...

and the
tengu

engage in 8
contest of
strength.

The spirits of |, .

the valley have |

awskened and | *

started to ?( CA

The spirit of  move about. |£4% "
the wind and

the spirit of
the plants and
Flowers dance
together, soon
to be joined
by the spirit
of the water.

Causing 8
quske, and
ending the
competition.

The spirit |
of the Pog
Flutters
through
the valley,
dancing.

Seeing
them, the other
spirits Follow

merrily.




And with
the others.

Both Maga
and Ayumi have
remained in the

~ plum tree's
Agumi  pose Por quite
starts — some time.
fo get

anxious.

Everyone

good time

with their
parf...

> INT LY G T 2

& \\1, ‘

The second
signal Prom
Chigusa
Tsukikage
has yet
to come.

~ she give the _
signal?

What is

Tsukikage-san =

thinking?

A
NN




\ \\ \\\ v [( ‘/ / //

\LL

\ '\ %

7 My \ ™ What?

( (| looks like Maya —=

Her eyes « someone looksso —=

Sre open, / watching Like calm! =

but fhey are |/ the valley she’s taking o
expressionless. Prom afar. :

is only
empftiness.

Ty v“"sﬁﬂh ,p ,}\ (-ﬁ‘ '\.lg‘
}1;‘?#]\\
K‘gv”% g

MAYA LOOKS
oBLIVIOUS...

seevow / ({\P !

PASSES, AYUMI

IS LISTENING
MORE AND
IT SEEMS
MORE TO HER
THE MOMENT HEART...

W HAS FINALLY

WHILE
MAYA =< 4
FORGETS

|
e 2



N\

P ~

\\j The signal
_ ofthe =
Crimson

7 )
7277 RN\
TN

In the
Valley of the
Plum Trees,
the second
signal sounds.

X X ::'

DRI VELE
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Ayumi graduslly
changes From
the shape of a
plum tree to 8
charming spirit.

elegant and
ePPortlessly
beautiPul.

\

Ny ey

e




On the other side,
Maya has vaguely
heard the signal From
Chigusa Tsukikage.

It took
her a while to
redlize it was
the signal For

the Crimson
Goddess.




of course.
| am the
plum free...

Bl

R e =~
Wy,
g 3
Ay~
s g b
A
R D
: a0
.‘. 9 i"&‘é"‘"

f ,3? ¢
e about fo

i
oy
y SE
e A i &
LI, T 3
O
% 4
q SF
y e b
3 = -
N

o e
o
3

What's
happening?
I've never
felt like this
before...

" ¥ What is

happening
to wme?







e
rimson

T

h
strength of

the ¢
Goddess!
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