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By Jack Benyon

George Russell – who “should 
be in Formula 1 next year” 
according to 1995 British 
Grand Prix winner Johnny 
Herbert – could miss out on 
an F1 chance as he believes 
the championship is short 
of “at least two teams”, an 
opinionbackedupbyex-F1
driverDerekWarwick.

MercedesFormula1junior

Russellhasbeenaplayerinoneof

thebestBritishtitlebattlesathis

levelinrecentmemory,fighting

fellowMcLarenAutosportBRDC

AwardwinnerLandoNorrisfor

theFormula2Championship,

onestepunderneathFormula1.

Both have had to overcome 

severe reliability issues with the 

new-for-2018 F2 car – which has 

had engine and clutch trouble 

but appears to have improved in 

recent rounds – and both have 

excelled under the pressure.

ART Grand Prix’s Russell has 

five wins to the one of  Carlin 

driver Norris, which puts the 

formerina22-pointlead.There

aretworoundsremainingstarting

inSochithisweekend,with96

pointsstillupforgrabsincluding

theAbuDhabifinaleinNovember.

ButwhileRussellhas

outperformedNorrisinF2,the

latterhasanF1seatreplacing

StoffelVandoorneatMcLaren.

Russell,20, isinaqueuebehind

Racing Point Force India driver 

and fellow Mercedes junior 

Esteban Ocon for a seat next 

year, with the only realistic option 

while he is a Mercedes junior is 

at Williams. Teams such as Toro 

Rosso have baulked at taking 

on junior drivers from other 

manufacturers, narrowing the 

options for Russell and Ocon. 

Three-timegrandprixwinner

Herberthasbeenpartof the

SkySportscommentaryteam

observingF2thisyear,andhas

beenimpressedbybothdrivers.

“If Georgegoesontowinthe

championship,andpersonally

Ithinkhewill,heshouldgetan

F1drive,”HerberttoldMN.

“It’sgoodgettingthisexperience

Russell (r) leads the Formula 2 Championship but Norris (l) has the 2019 F1 seat
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POINTS
Formula2Championship

POS NAME TEAM PTS

1 GeorgeRussell ARTGrandPrix 219
2 LandoNorris Carlin 197
3 AlexanderAlbon DAMS 176
4 ArtemMarkelov RussianTime 160
5 NyckdeVries PremaRacing 155

Russell has five wins and

four poles in debut F2 year



Warwick got his break withToleman in 1981 and 25 cars started the LasVegas race

Herbert made his debut in 1989 with Benetton at Rio in Brazil,as 28 cars started the race

Russell broke track record

in Merc test in Hungary
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HEADLINE NEWS
and Warwick call for youth chances and more cars

Photos: LAT

MORE CARS

from F2, in this tense battle that 

they have been in since race 

one. Hopefully they will be able 

to use that to their advantage in 

F1. That’s where the hard work 

really starts, it’s getting that 

momentum and carrying that 

through. The confidence that 

gives you is so, so powerful.”

Unfortunately, Russell may be 

robbed of  that opportunity even 

if  he does win Formula 2, as his 

options appear bleak. 

Mercedes has confirmed that it 

won’t pay to put one of  its drivers 

in another team, and team boss 

Toto Wolff  has floated the idea 

of  F1 teams having a third car 

specifically for juniors, which 

has been backed by Russell. 

“We only have 20 cars on the grid, 

as a young driver trying to break 

into that 20 is extremely difficult,” 

said Russell, who has proven his 

pace in multiple F1 tests.

“I think the idea of  a third car, 

or something along those lines, 

is a very good idea.

“You sometimes see the pay 

drivers getting into Formula 1, and 

potentially they could come in for 

their home race: an Asian driver 

comes in for the Asian races, the 

American drivers come in for the 

American races and so on.

“It gives the likes of  Mercedes, 

Ferrari and Red Bull the chance 

to throw their young drivers in 

without any major issues.”

Derek Warwick, who is head of  

the McLaren BRDC Autosport 

Award judging panel that chose 

Russell (2014) and Norris (2016) 

to win the honour, has put the 

pair on par with new Ferrari 

signing Charles Leclerc.

“I think that all grids – whether 

they be F1, MotoGP, F2, GP3 or F3 – 

need to have at least 26 cars on 

them otherwise it shows that the 

series is not working,” he said. 

“Grand prix racing is no different.

“The trouble is that we all 

know that F1 is political, and 

all the engine manufacturers 

are controlling the driver 

market, which means that the 

opportunities are limited. They 

are running the show – look at the 

situation that Esteban Ocon is in. 

He can’t get another chance 

anywhere because there are no 

spaces in the Mercedes-engined 

teams and none of  the other teams 

will have him because of  his ties.”

Warwick added that teams – 

like Mercedes – need to be more 

risky with their driver selection.

“One of  the problems could be 

that teams are so reluctant to take 

chances these days: they don’t 

want to take the punt,” he added. 

“Look at Mercedes: Valtteri 

Bottas is not going to be as good 

as Lewis Hamilton all the time 

he has a head on his shoulders – 

but he is a safe pair of  hands. 

“What the team should be 

thinking about is when Lewis 

retires in a couple of  years? Why 

wouldn’t you put a younger guy 

in alongside him now so that they 

can learn from the best? It would 

make perfect sense, but they don’t 

want to do it for some reason.”

 Additional reporting by Matt James

“Russell 
should 
get an 
F1 drive”

“All grids 
need to 
have at 
least 26
cars

WA WICK

JOHNNY
HERBERT



Magnussen relaunched his career at Renault and Haas

RACING NEWS
F1 ROUND-UP

Renaultcontroversy
Renault technicalchiefMarcin
Budkowskibelievesthecontroversy
overhimjoiningtheFormula1
outfit fromtheFIA lastyearwas
blownoutofproportionbyrival
teams.Budkowski’ssigning last
Octobercauseduproaramong
Renault’s rivals,whichwere
concernedtheformerFIAF1
technicalchiefwouldbeable to
takesecretswithhimtohisnew
employers.Hehadasixmonth
periodofgardening leavebefore
startingworkatEnstone. “I think
itwaswayoverblown,”said
Budkowski. “Yes, I canunderstand
the [teams’]concerns,but itwas
aquiet time inF1.Therewasnot
muchhappening,so I think it took
proportions thatwerea littlebit
toobig forwhat it reallywas.”

Ericsson’s target
MarcusEricssonbelieveshecan
usehis team-mateCharlesLeclerc’s
FerrariFormula1move for2019to
landanewSauberdeal.KimiRaikkonen
isunderstoodtohaveagreedan
independentdealwithSauber,which
meansFerrari couldstill utilise its
optionononeofSauber’sseats to
placeAntonioGiovinazzi there. “They
haven’t reallygivenmeanyspecifics,
but I knowIneedtoperformnow,”
Ericssonsaid. “I feel that I stepped itup
the last fiveorsixweekends. I scored
morepoints thanCharles [in the last five
racesbeforeSingapore]andCharles
hassignedacontractwithFerrari fora
fewyearsso I think thatsaysquiteabit.”

Leclerc inaFerrari
Ferrari’s2019signingCharles
Leclerccompletedtheequivalent
ofmorethantworacedistancesat
PaulRicard lastThursday,aspart
ofPirelli’s2019tyreevaluation
programme.CurrentSauberdriver
Leclerccompleted129 lapsbehind
thewheelof theSF71Hat the
FrenchGrandPrixvenue. Itmarked
thefirst timeLeclerchasdriven
forFerrari sincebeingannounced
asaracedriver for theMaranello
squadnextyear. Leclercsharedthe
trackwiththeMercedesofValtteri
Bottas,whocompleted102laps.
The tyres were unbranded, so teams
didnotknowwhichconstruction
orcompoundtheywererunning.

MexicanBulls
RedBullbossChristianHornersays
theMexicanGrandPrix is “realistically”
hisoutfit’sonly remainingshotat
claiminganother racewin in2018.
RedBull haswonthree races thisyear
andchallenged forvictory last timeout
atSingapore,withMaxVerstappen
ultimately losingout toMercedesdriver
LewisHamilton.Verstappenwon in
Mexico last year, andHornerhopes
theAustrian teamcanmountanother
challenge. “I think realisticallyMexico
isprobably theonlyshotwe’vegot left,
undernormalcircumstances,”Horner
said. “Hopefullywecangeta fewmore
podiums inbefore theendof theyear.”

WANT THE LATEST UPDATES? FOLLOW US ON TWITTER @MNmotorsport

Vandoorne wants to emulate Magnussen and reset his career

Stoffel Vandoorne believes he 

can follow Kevin Magnussen’s 

example and reset his Formula 1 

career after being dropped by 

the McLaren team.

Like Vandoorne, Magnussen is 

a product of  McLaren’s young 

driver programme. He was let go 

at the end of  2015, after just one 

complete season in a race seat.

Magnussen rebuilt his career 

by moving first to Renault, then 

to Haas, where he has thrived in 

a less pressured and politically 

charged atmosphere.

“I feel a lot of  support still from 

people high up in the Formula 1 

paddock, let’s say, and people 

realise what the situation has 

been here at McLaren,” said 

Vandoorne, who will be replaced 

by Lando Norris next season.

“Ask Kevin [Magnussen], 

he’s been in a kind of  similar 

situation and I think he really 

benefitted from having a fresh 

start. It’s something I’m quite 

looking forward to as well, to 

have a fresh start and see what 

the future holds.

“The driver market has been 

a bit strange; things are moving, 

and seats are closing down every 

day almost.

“The chances to be on the 

F1 grid next year are very 

slim, but until everything is 

fixed I guess you’ve got to keep 

talking, keep trying and give 

everything for it. That’s all I 

can do at the moment.”

Vandoorne has also been 

approached by Dale Coyne 

Racing about driving for the 

team in IndyCar next seaso n.

HAMILTON WANTS 2019
PARTS TO BE TRIALLED
F1 champion calls on Mercedes to bring tests forward

Photos: LAT

ByStuartCodling

LewisHamiltonhascalled
onhisMercedesteamto
bringforwarddevelopments
plannedfor the2019
Formula1season.

Mercedeswasexpectedto

strugglecomparedtoFerrari

intheSingaporeGrandPrix

earlierthismonth,but

Hamiltondominatedtherace

frompolepositionwhilehis

championshiprivalSebastian

Vettelqualifiedandfinished

adisappointedthird.

MercedesbossTotoWolff

creditedtheteam’supswing

inperformancetoanintense

periodof soul-searchingafter

adisappointingBelgianGrand

Prix,asaresultof whichit

broughtforwardanupgrade

plannedforSingaporetoMonza.

Hamiltonnowwantsto

capitaliseonthe“energy”

Briton wants to test 

2019 parts this year

then luckily we found our footing.

“We’re going from strength to 

strength as a team in our 

understanding of  the car, how to 

utilise the tools that we have. We 

are far more comfortable at our 

job right now – six races ago we 

were definitely questioning, but I 

think we’ve now figured the car 

out, we know where we are and 

we know what we have got to do.

“Also in those meetings I pushed 

them a lot about next year’s car. I 

know what I need improving.”

F1’s technical rulebook will 

undergo a substantial refresh 

next year ahead of a more radical 

change for the 2021 season.

While the changes are 

principally aerodynamic, they 

still provide an opportunity 

for the most creative engineers 

to exploit loopholes or simply 

find more competitive solutions 

in obvious areas.

Equally, as with previous 

regulatory shake-ups, they 

can trip up frontrunning 

teams and set them back.

Red Bull’s first effort for 

the current rules package, 

last season’s RB13, was 

uncompetitive until the team 

introduced a major update 

at the fifth round of the season.

“I am pushing the guys 

because they have to sign off  

things now for next year’s 

tests already,” said Hamilton.

“And I’m saying, ‘Can you 

bring things forward? Please 

make this component which 

takes a lot of  work but I might 

get it to the race – because I want 

to feel it on a race weekend, 

rather than next year in 

February or March.’

“When we start testing it is 

too late, so I am keeping the 

pressure on these guys.”

Additional reporting by Jonathan 

Noble and Adam Cooper 
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Bottas admits 
confidence loss
Valtteri Bottas has 

admitted his 

disappointing

2018 F1 

season is now 

starting to 

take its toll on 

his confidence.

Bottas took three 

grand prix wins, 10 

other podium finishes 

and four poles in his 

first campaign with 

Mercedes last year.

He expected 2018 to 

be a step forward, given 

the short-notice nature 

of  his call-up after 

champion Nico Rosberg’s 

sudden retirement the 

previous year.

But he has not won a 

race since the 2017-

closing Abu Dhabi 

Grand Prix, has just 

six podiums and is only 

fourth in the standings 

– 110 points behind 

team-mate Lewis 

Hamilton, who has won 

seven times in 2018.

“It is hard. It’s always 

going to be hard, trying 

to beat him [Hamilton],” 

said Bottas. “And he’s 

having a good run 

now. He’s obviously 

really fighting for the 

championship and I’m 

not really anymore.

“I still want 

whatever is possible 

in the championship, 

I think third at least is 

possible so that’s going 

to be the goal for me.

“I’ll keep motivated 

and keep trying to 

bring good results. 

But I really feel like I 

need some good results 

now. So for confidence 

and everything, I 

need some results.” 

within the engineering group to 

evaluate 2019 concepts in races 

this season rather than waiting 

for winter testing – by which time 

it might have lost the initiative.

“I had this meeting with the 

guys, and if  you can see this 

energy with everyone, I find it 

really inspiring,” he said.

“We started off  the year, I felt 

great, then we tailed off  and we 

had some struggles with the 

understanding of  the car, how to 

utilise the equipment we had 

tyre-wise and balance-wise, we 

had a couple of  so-so races, and 

Mercdriverhasmomentum



Weekend to forget forTicktum

Paul di Resta and Gary Paffett

are separated by just four

points at the top of the DTM

standings with only one race

meeting remaining after

the latest round at the Red

Bull Ring last weekend.

Ex-Force India and Williams

F1 driver di Resta took two

fourth places last weekend

which was enough to move

the Mercedes driver to the

top of the standings.

Despite taking pole position

for race two Paffett could only

manage third to go with his

10th place from race one.

Audi driver and reigning

champion Rene Rast was the

big gainer however, as he won

both races for the second event

in a row to close to within 30

points of di Resta at the top

of the standings.

Rast had entered the last

lap of race one in fourth

position before Audi team-

mates Nico Muller and

Mike Rockenfeller allowed

him through into second.

This became first after

Mercedes’ Daniel Juncadella

was handed a 30-second

penalty for a restart

infringement, dropping

him from first position to

14th in the final results.

The Indy-style double-file

restart came with three laps

remaining, and Juncadella

explained that his penalty

came for accelerating too

soon – and that he had also

been investigated for going

too slowly up to that point.

“I was focusing on my line

driving at 80kph [50mph],”

said Juncadella, who accused

the DTM of “digging its

own grave”.

“Theruleis60to80kphand

Iwentdownto68,whichis

withinthespeedallowed,but

thestraightisreallylong,

andIcouldseeeveryone

wantingtogo.

“Icouldseethewhiteline

aheadandtheysaidIwent

tooearly.”

Five-timeWRCchampion

SebastienOgieralsomade

hisdebutintheDTMaboard

aMercedes,finishing12thin

raceoneand16thinracetwo.

VIE FOR DTM CROWN

‘Kjaergaard’s
title hopes alive’
British F3 report, p24

T
he news that Alexander
Sims will be part of
BMW’s big Formula
E assault for the
2018/2019 season is
great on many levels.

Sims is a fine and underrated driver,
whose single-seater career ended
too soon.

He lost the2008FormulaRenaultUK
title toAdamChristodoulou,butbeathis
rival (and fourothers) towin theMcLaren
AutosportBRDCAwardat theendof
theyear.

Sims thenbecameoneof the topF3
driversover thenextcoupleof years,winning
in theEuroSeriesandBritishF3,butcoming
upagainstART team-mateValtteriBottas
hurt hiscareermomentum,despite the
facthe finished justbehind the futureF1
winner in the2010EuroF3standings.

AmixedGP3campaignwithStatus
the followingyeardidn’t helpeither,
even thoughhewasagaina racewinner.
Backingdriedup, thoughhewasstill
highly regardedenough tobecomea
supersub inF3andGP3.

Sims tookaGP3winona rareouting
withCarlinas lateas2013andwas third
in the ’15MacauGPwithDoubleR. In
between,hehelpedMarcoAttard to
theBritishGT title, onlymissingouton
sharing thecrownbecausehehad
toskip theSnetterton round.

Fortunately,Simswas toogood tobe
ignoredandBMWpickedhimup. In
2016hewon theSpa24Hours inanM6
GT3, thenbecameakeypartofBMW’s
AmericanGTassault last year.

ThisseasonhehassharedaTeamRLL
BMWM8GTE in theGTLMworks
battlefieldof the IMSASportsCar
ChampionshipwithConnorDePhillippi.
They’vewon the last two roundsandBMW
hasnowputSimsalongsideAntonioFelix
daCosta for its firstmajor assault onFE.

It’s agoodchoicebecause Sims is also
already heavily into the electric vehicle
scene and has a genuine interest in
technology. Don’t mistake that for a lack of
‘old-school’ motorsport passion: he also
loved (and was quick in) a one-off Formula
5000 test at Silverstone when he was in F3.

Sims is intelligent and adaptable. One
of the test cars for the 2008 McLaren
Autosport BRDC Award was an Aston
Martin Vantage GT4, which had various
driver aids. The other five finalists were
mainly concerned with its limitations and
how the gadgets got in the way. But Sims
took the approach of trying to work out how
the gizmos could be made to work forhim.

Given the challenges of Formula E, it’s
foolish to push expectations too high for
any rookie, but the arrival of the new
Gen2 car potentially levels the playing
field a little and Sims deserves his chance.

He has all the ingredients to be
highly successful.

AUTOSPORT EDITOR

“Sims deserves
his chance”

AGREE/DISAGREE?
letters@motorsport-news.co.uk
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Carlin to expand IndyCar team in 2019
Ticktum questions
Schumacher’s pace
RedBullprotegeDanTicktum

hasexpresseddoubtsabout

EuropeanFormula3titlerivalMick

Schumacher’srecentupturninform,

butdeniedthatheisaccusingthe

Germanof drivinganillegalcar.

TheBrithasslipped49points

behindSchumacher,sonof seven-

timeFormula1championMichael,

followingthelatestroundatthe

RedBullRinglastweekend.

Schumacherwonthefirsttworaces

beforefinishingsecondinthethird

andhastakenpoleforthelastsix

races, includingattheNurburgring.

Ticktum,meanwhile,couldonly

manageabestresultof fourthin

thethirdrace,finishedeighthinthe

openerandcrashedinracetwo.

“Comparedtothetoptwo

[SchumacherandPremateam-mate

RobertShwartzman]nooneonthis

gridhadachance,”Ticktumwroteon

hisInstagrampage.“Eventheirother

CarlinRacingexpects

toaddanextrafull-

timeentryinthe2019

IndyCarSeriesandwill

alsoentertwocarsin

IndyLightsnextyear.

TrevorCarlinexplained

thathisteam’sprogress,

havingjoinedIndyCar

thisseason,andtheseries

provingtobepopular

hasresultedinseveral

racerswantingtojoin

theoperation.Hesaid:

“IndyCarisgoing

throughabitof apurple

patchatthemoment.

“We’rehavingalotof

driversspeaktousabout

joining. It lookslike

there’llbealotof demand

forathirdcar,sowe’re

gearingupaccordingly.

“Atthisstage, Idon’t

knowwhomightbe

drivingit,butwe’re

gettingreadyto

accommodatefor

thatdemandfora

full-seasoncarand

I’ddefinitelyhopeby

theendof October

we’llknowwhoit is.

“Max[Chilton]and

Charlie [Kimball]are

stayingon,orthat’s the

planat least.We’re just

inthatcontractstage

of gettingeverything

buttonedup.

“I’veaskedChevrolet

aboutanextraengine

leaseandtheysay

there’snoreasonwhy

theycouldn’tcoverus

forathirdcar.”

Nissane.damshaspicked
Formula2 frontrunnerAlexander
Albonfor itsdebutFormulaE
season,alongside2015/16
championSebastienBuemi.
AlbonhasalreadyhadanFE
testwith theteamwhenitwas
runningasRenault’sworks
operation.The22-year-old
Anglo-Thai is third in theF2
standingswithe.dams’non-
electricarmDAMS…SuperGT
frontrunnerandNissandriver Jann
Mardenboroughwillmakehis first
BlancpainGTSeriesstart innearly

threeyearsat thisweekend’s
Endurance titledecideratBarcelona.
Mardenboroughhasbeendrafted
inasa replacement for the injured
LucasOrdonezbyRJNMotorsport,
whobrokehisshoulder inacycling
accident…G-DriveORECApair
RomanRusinovandAntonio
PizzitolasecuredtheEuropean
LeMansSeries titlewitharound
tosparedespiteanightmare
raceatSpa.Theduo,drivingwith
part-timeteam-mateJean-Eric
Vergne lastweekend,secured
thechampionshipdespite

finishingoutside thetop10and
thecar incurringatwo-minute
stop-gopenalty that itcould
notserve…The latesthydrogen-
poweredGreenGTprototypehas
beendemonstratedat lastweekend’s
SpaEuropeanLeMansSeries round
aspartofan initiative toencourage
fuel-cell technology.GreenGT’s
experimentalLMP2HGledthe
formation lapat theSpa4Hours. It
also took to the trackonSaturday to
mark the launchof theMissionH24
driveby theFranco-Swissgroup
andLeMans24Hoursorganiser

theAutomobileClubde l’Ouest…
MaxFewtrell tookmaximum
pointsandtwowins fromthe
latest roundof theFormula
RenaultEurocupseriesat
Hockenheim.TheBritnowleads
thestandingsby30.5points from
YifeiYe… JoeGibbsRacing’sKyle
Buschclimbed from laston thegrid
towin theNASCARCupSeries race
atRichmond,bookinghisplace in the
secondroundof theplayoffs.This
wasdespitebeingsent to theback
of thegridbecausehis teamrepaired
damagepickedup inqualifying.

QUICK LAPSTHE FASTEST NEWS ROUND-UP

DTM title rages

on to last round

Di Resta (l) with Paffett (r)

team-mates who are good drivers 

were nowhere compared to them.

“Interesting is how I would describe 

their pace and I am confident many 

people in the F3 paddock will agree.”

Ticktum moved to clarify his earlier 

statements saying he doesn’t believe 

Prema is fielding an illegal car for 

Schumacher or Shwartzman.

However, he added fuel to the 

speculation by saying that the 

general public doesn’t have access 

to “everyone’s data” and that he’s on 

the brink of  losing the F3 title as his 

“last name is not Schumacher”.
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ByJamesNewbold

BritishGTchampionship-
winningteamTFSportwill
expand intoGT4nextyear,
aswellascontinuinginGT3,
afteracquiring twonew
AstonMartinVantageGT4s.

ThenewGT4machine

completeditsfirstshakedown

atTurwestonAirfield

recentlyinthehandsof

factorydriverRossGunn

andwillbehomologated

alongwiththenewGT3

modelnextMarch.MN

understandsthecarwill

begintestingnextweek.

TF,whichhasalsoordered

twoGT3models,hasbeen

joinedbyOptimum

Motorsport,whichwonthe

2016BritishGT4titlewitha

Ginettabeforesteppingup

toGT3,andexistingAston

GT4customersAcademy

Motorsportinplacingan

orderfortheGT4.

“Itlookslovely,anicelittle

bitof kit,”TFSportbossTom

FerriertoldMN.“It’sanarea

wewanttogetintoandit’snice

tohaveabitmorepresence

onthegridinBritishGT,so

we’relookingforwardtoit

andhopefullyworkingwith

someyoungsters.

“Iwouldhopewehavetwo

GT3carsinBritishGT,soit

couldbeasmanyasfour,but

thatwillbethemaximum.

We’llsee,we’dhavetoexpand

theworkshop!”

OptimumbossShaunGoff

saidhealsohopestoruna

maximumof fourcarsacross

bothclasses,buthadyetto

confirmhisplans.

“Theidealwouldbea

maximumof fourcars,two

GT3,twoGT4,butif it’stwo

thensobeit,”hesaid.

“GT4hasbeenabigpartof

thebusinessforquitesome

yearsandit’sthefirsttime

we’venotbeenonthegridina

GT4carsince2012,somy

intentionwastoalwayscome

backnextyear, itwasjustacase

of findingtherightpartner.

“ThisyearI’veseenagreat

involvementfromAston

MartinwiththeGT3carand

I’dliketojustexpandonthat

acrossbothGT3andGT4.”

Ferrierhopestodebutthe

GT3attheGulf 12Hoursin

December,andexpectstotake

deliveryof aGT4inJanuary.

ASTON GT3 TEAMS PLAN
GT4 EXPANSION IN 2019

Parfitt to take a sabbatical from British GT next year

Adam makes history and praises Haigh

JonnyAdam’srecord-breaking

thirdBritishGTtitleconfirmed

himastheseries’most

successfuldriverinitshistory.

FourthintheDoningtonPark

seasonfinalewithOptimum

Motorsport’sFlickHaigh

sealedtheAstonMartinfactory

driverhisthirdcrownwithas

manyco-driversandteams,

aftercombiningwithAndrew

HowardatBeechdeanAMRin

2015andDerekJohnstonatTF

Sportin’16.Adamalso

accompaniedHoward

tohis’13seriestitle,but

wasdockedpointsfora

drivinginfringementat

Snetterton,meaning

Howardwascredited

asasolochampion.

TheScot’ssecondvictory

of theseasonatBrandsHatch,

his14th,alreadymadehimthe

championship’smostsuccessful

driverintermsof wins.

“It’sanicefeelingtodoit

withathirdteamandathird

team-mate,”Adamsaid.

“Pro-Amracingisallabout

theAm,theProjustmakes

thesmalldifference,and

somepeopledon’tgetthat,

butthatiswhatit’sallabout.

“We’veputalotof

effortinwithFlick,

she’scomeonsomuch

asadriverandasa

person,youcansee

she’sgottheconfidence

towalkupanddownthe

paddockaschampion.”

Bushell is the first BTCC driver confirmed for 2019

Howard wants different format

Rick Parfitt has announced he will take 

a sabbatical from British GT next season.

The 2017 champion, who also won the 

’13 GT4 title, finished ninth in this year’s 

standings  in the previous generation 

Bentley Continental GT3 run by Team 

Parker Racing, managing a single 

podium at Spa.

Parfitt, who suffers from Crohn’s 

Disease, explained that rising costs 

and increasing commitments of  his 

eponymousbandhadcontributedto

hisdecision,aswellastheneedto

haveanoperationonhisgut.

“I have a massive passion for this, I

just think I need a little bit of  time off,

so I wouldn’t say it’s retirement, I’ll 

say it’s a sabbatical just to gather my

thoughts and put my energies into the

band and touring,” he said.

The 43-year-old retains the ambition

to race at Le Mans and didn’t rule outthe

prospect of  one-off  outings next year.

“I’m a quick Bronze and I know they

 are tough to come by nowadays,” he said.

“Sothereisalwaysaneedandif theright

opportunitypresenteditself Iwouldbe

anabsolutefooltodisregardthat.”

Team Hard British Touring Car

Championship racer Mike Bushell

has become the first driver to commit

to the team for the 2019 season, and

will remain with the outfit in a

Volkswagen CC.

Bushell, the 2017 Renault UK Clio

Cup champion, stepped back into

the BTCC at the beginning of this

year with Team Hard, and has raced

to a best result of fifthsofarthis

season.He is 22nd in the points.

The 29-year-old said: “After the

struggles early on this year, hard

work and the determination to not

give up has rewarded us with strong

pace and several great points finishes.

“I always look up to the likes of

Tom Ingram and Speedworks who

stick together, keep making progress

and are now fighting for the overall

drivers’ title. I see Team Hard as

the perfect place to further my

racing career.”

Andrew Howard has 

called on British GT to be 

“brave” with its format 

for the championship’s 

first of  two visits to 

Donington Park next 

year, after the sale of  

Rockingham created a 

vacancy on the calendar.

The two-time champion 

hopes for the introduction 

of  a longer into-the-

night race to become an 

“ambassadorial round” 

alongside the category’s 

flagship Silverstone 

500, the only three-hour 

event on the calendar. 

“The key is to mix up 

the format,” Howard told 

MN. “If  the championship 

can be brave, if  we go to a 

longer format that perhaps 

starts at 1800hrs and 

went through to 2200hrs, 

that would be awesome.

“It brings a new 

dynamic without being 

massively expensive.”

However, ERC Sport 

driver Lee Mowle felt it 

was a missed 

opportunity to reduce 

costs by cutting the 

calendar to six rounds.

“Speak to most of  the 

pointy end in GT3 and 

they are spending some 

significant amounts of  

money, it has got stupid,” 

he said. “If  you were 

going to question what 

you do with it, why 

don’t you move it to a six-

round series and take 

50-60 grand out of  the 

budget? I thought it was 

an opportunity missed to 

do something like that.”

However, British GT 

championship manager 

Benjamin Franassovici 

says going back to six 

weekends would not 

be a viable option.

“It’s a national 

championship, so I 

think six is a bit on the 

low side,” he said. “I 

am working behind 

the scenes to get the 

format right and I 

think we’re going to get 

something different.”

TF and Optimum could 

run four cars next year

Photos: Jakob Ebrey

Thorburnwithdraws
NationalFormulaFord1600frontrunner
JamieThorburnhaswithdrawnfromthe
remainderof theseasonduetoclashes
withhisuniversitystudies.TheCliff
DempseyRacingdriverwill sitoutboth
thefinalmeetingatDoningtonParkand
theFormulaFordFestival. “Obviously
this isn’thowIhadexpectedtoendthe
yearand Iammorethandevastatedto
miss,”ThorburnwroteonFacebook.
“I’malreadycountingdownthedays
until I cangetbackout inacar,whenever
andwherever thatmaybe,butuntil
then it’s timetohit thebooksand
focusonuniversity.”

ScottishFormulaJunior
Somenorthern-basedFormula Juniordrivers
havecalled for thechampionship tovisit
Knockhill next yearafterapairof trophy races
wereheldat theScottishcircuitearlier this
month.Eightcarsmadethe trip to theFife
circuit,while the regularHistoricSportsCar
Clubchampionship racedatSpa. “Wedid
someroughcalculationsandwethink there
arearound20activecars in thenorthof the
country,”saidPeterAnstiss,whowason
pole foroneof the races.

Carey’sBritishF3trip
F3Cupchampionship leaderCianCarey
iseyeingafull-timemovetoBRDCBritish
Formula3nextseasonaftermakinghis
debutatDoningtonPark lastweekend.
The23-year-oldcompetedwithChris
Dittmann racing and took a best finish 
of ninth in the second race. “Chris 
[Dittmann] has wanted to get me out all 
year,” he said. “I’m trying to get a budget 
together for a full campaign next year but 
this weekend I’ve got a feeling for the car.” 
Hampus Ericsson’s third place for Fortec 
in race two was the best result for the 
handful of series debutants last weekend.

Ditheridge’s ‘brain fade’
Anthony Ditheridge won the Archie Scott 
Brown Trophy race at Snetterton in his Cooper 
Monaco, despite relinquishing pole to start 
from the pitlane due to “brain fade”. Having 
qualified on pole, Ditheridge headed for the 
pits at the end of the warm-up lap, but not 
due to any technical problem. “I just happened 
to turn down the pitlane and then thought 
‘brain fade!’” Ditheridge admitted. “That was 
a stupid move, I didn’t intend to!” Ditheridge 
nevertheless rose through the field to lead 
within three laps, and beat home Shaun 
Bromley’s Elva by seven seconds in the 
30-minute race.

IN BRIEF

Parfitt won 2017 title but will now focus on his band and health

Bushell will remain in BTCC with Team Hard after returning this year

TF Sport and Optimum squads both order new GT4 machines
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Adam won



Billy Monger marked 
his first visit back to 
Donington Park since 
his life-changing 
crash which led to a 
double leg amputation 
last year by meeting 
and speaking with the 
circuit’s marshals. 
“Between me and 
Carlin, it’s a decision 
we decided to make 
before the weekend 
because without 
marshals we don’t get 
to go racing,” said 
Monger, who took two 
pole positions and a 
best finish of third in 
the BRDC B ritish F3 
series last weekend. 
“So I wanted to thank 
them and there was 
so many of them, 
I was handing out 
BillyWhizz stickers, 
signing their overalls 
and chatting with a 
lot of them.”

Tarling’s title-winning Historic FF1600 Jamun returns to track with Stutely and could race full-time in 2019

Driving Richard Tarling’s Historic 

Formula Ford 1600 title-winning 

Jamun T2, Linton Stutely made a 

racing return and could compete 

regularly in historics next year.

Stutely is the boss of  single-seater 

preparation firm Enigma Motorsport 

which has run and prepared cars in 

various Formula 3 and Formula 

Ford championships. 

He hadn’t competed since 2015, 

despite winning the Avon Tyres 

Clubman Formula Ford title a 

decade before. He has also competed 

in the likes of  the F3 Cup.

Stutely qualified second in the wet 

last weekend at Brands Hatch, driving 

the car in repayment for rebuilding it 

as Formula Palmer Audi champion 

Tarling took part in another series. 

Stutely took fourth in the first race 

before a broken radiator put him out 

after a strong showing in race two . 

“I’ve got a Mygale Formula Ford 

which I’m building for myself, and I 

said to my dad ‘lets get rid of  it and get 

a historic car instead’,” said Stutely.

“I’m not 100 per cent certain, but I 

enjoyed the weekend. Everyone was 

friendly and in most cases give you 

just enough room to race, which is 

what you want with those cars.”

BRDC BRITISH F3 RETAINS
CURRENT CAR FOR 2019

Photos: Jakob Ebrey

The BRDC British Formula 3

Championship will keep its

current car for next year amid

uncertainty surrounding the

FIA’s Regional F3 concept.

MotorSport Vision, which operates

the championship, had explored the

possibility of becoming an FIA

Regional F3 series and switching

to a new halo-fitted car for 2019.

But with the FIA yet to make a

decision and time running out for

teams to prepare for next season,

MSV has made the decision to keep

the current Tatuus-Cosworth car

that was only introduced in 2016.

Giles Butterfield, MSV’s group

operations and engineering manager,

said: “It’s unclear how F3 Regional is

going to develop in Europe even though

we’ve been talking to the FIA about

the concept for two years or more.

“We have made the decision because

we think it’s the best thing for the

teams and the championship.

“The teams can now make plans

for winter testing and next season.”

MN’s sister-publication Autosport

understands that the FIA will vote

imminently on two proposals with

one becoming Europe’s Regional

Formula 3 series in 2019.

One bid is from Renault Sport –

which plans to replace the traditional

Formula Renault Eurocup – while

the other is from Italian Formula 4

Championship promoter WSK.

Only one will be selected as the

governing body does not want two

Regional F3 series going up against

each other until one is established.

Not becoming a regional series will

likely mean that British F3 will lose

the right to call itself Formula 3.

“It’s not certain yet [on the name]

we don’t know if its 100 per cent sure

[if we can’t use the F3 name],” added

Butterfield. “In the next eight, nine,

10 months we’ll evaluate what we will

do in 2020. We should have a really

strong grid next year. The driving

ability in the championship this year

is at a very high level.

“The British F3/British GT

partnership with SRO works really

well and we want to continue it.

We’ll be looking to announce a

2019 calendar shortly. We’re very

happy to be carrying on [with our

current car].”

No Regional F3 

for MSV series

Eastwell impresses 
on US car debut
Formula Ford 1600 

frontrunner Michael 

Eastwell bagged a pole 

and two podiums on his 

American car racing debut 

in the F2000 Championship 

earlier this month.

He qualified fourth, ahead 

of his Tumenas Motorsport 

team-mate Steve Jenks who 

wrapped up the title at New 

Jersey Motorsports Park, 

and finished third. For race 

two he slipped from pole 

to second, ahead of former 

FF1600 rival James Roe Jr.

“We definitely had the pace 

to win,” Eastwell said. “I 

did everything I could have 

but there just wasn’t the 

car beneath me at the start 

[because of much hotter 

temperatures in the race].”

Eastwell is targeting 

USF2000, on the IndyCar 

support package, next 

season via the Mazda 

Road To Indy shootout. He 

is second in the standings 

in the British Racing and 

Sports Car Club’s National 

FF1600 Championship, 100 

points behind champion 

Niall Murray.  
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On form:Eastwell (second r)

Sir Chris Hoy back on 
track in Caterhams
Sir Chris Hoy made his racing 

return at Silverstone last weekend 

in a Caterham 420R double-header, 

and hopes to carry on in the series 

in 2019.

The decorated Olympic cyclist 

rejoined the championship for 

its final two races of  the season, 

collecting two 12th place 

finishes in very different 

weather conditions.

Hoy, who has previously 

raced in Radicals and in the 

British GT Championship, said: 

“I’ve been learning new things 

almost every corner in the 

wet conditions. You notice the 

changes each time you go out 

on track.

“I haven’t had the time that I’d 

have liked to give this a proper 

go, so hopefully if  the time is 

there I’d like to do more races 

in this series next year. 

“The most important thing for 

me is to keep learning, getting 

stuck in and having fun while 

you’re doing it.”

Hoy is one of  numerous 

Caterham drivers coached 

by 2008 British GT champion 

Jon Barnes, who praised Hoy’s 

performance in dreadful 

weather conditions.

“He’s been doing a great job, 

because it’s the first time he’s 

raced the car in these conditions,” 

Barnes said.





BatemanwasaregularFiestacompetitorandofficial

New sub-class for 2019

TheGTCupwillrunfourraces

per weekend next season after 

a survey of  drivers and teams 

found that many wanted more 

track time.

This year the GT Cup has run 

practice, qualifying and two 

sprint races on a Saturday and 

then a warm-up, qualifying and 

a 50-minute pitstop race on the 

Sunday of its two-day meetings.

But for next year, there will be 

shorter practice and qualifying 

sessions, a 25-minute sprint 

race and a 50-minute pitstop 

raceoneachday.Thismeans

drivers will now get three-and-

a-half  hours of  track action 

each weekend.

“We had a huge response to 

our survey and people phoned 

us too,” explained championship 

director Hannah Wilson. “We 

listened and took on board 

everything that everybody said 

and one of  the main things the 

survey suggested was people 

wanted more track time.

“They said, over the weekend, 

Saturday was really good and 

busybutSundayfell flatalittle

bit. They didn’t want so much 

practice but we have offered 

more track time. 

“[The changes mean] Pros 

can now race on a Saturday 

but still won’t be able to go out 

in the sprint races. We’re also 

looking to book some dedicated 

testing on Friday.”

The provisional 2019 calendar 

features seven two-day 

meetings, visiting Donington 

Park, Snetterton, Silverstone 

and Brands Hatch GP.

Nocalendarhasyetbeen

revealed for the GT Cup’s sister 

series the LMP3 Cup. Organisers 

had to wait for the European 

Le Mans Series calendar to be 

released to make sure dates 

didn’t clash. Wilson says that 

there is a contract with the ACO 

for the series to run again next 

year – despite its small entries 

this term – and that she is 

hopeful of  more Radicals 

and CN cars joining the series 

after the regulations were 

opened up earlier this year. 

FOUR RACES PER GT CUP EVENT

‘Adam/Haigh
sealed the title’
British GT report, p24

S
pectators at Brands Hatch 
this weekend are in for a 
real treat. While the British 
Touring Car Championship 
title battle will take centre 
stage (and you can read all 

about how that is shaping up on page 
27 ), the support series are set to provide 
heaps of entertainment.

Unusually, all five championships are still 
up for grabs. In fact, since 2010, there has 
only been one other year where this was the 
case, in 2014. Usually, at least one series has 
already been settled and in 2013 three were 
already decided – with Dan Cammish romping 
to Formula Ford glory and Harry Woodhead 
strolling to the Ginetta Junior crown with two 
meetings still to go that year.

So there’s a lot riding on this weekend. 
And out of all the title battles the closest is 
in the Renault UK Clio Cup. It’s also the 
most controversial.

Tempers had already been frayed at times 
this year but things reached boiling point last 
time out at Silverstone. On the one hand it 
shows how much the drivers care about 
winning the title, but on the other there needs to 
be respect between the contenders and their 
teams. Sadly, we won’t get a resolution to the 
title battle at Brands though, with Paul Rivett’s 
controversial race-two exclusion and a penalty 
for Max Coates set to be reviewed by the 
National Court – after this weekend’s finale.

As things stand, Coates heads Rivett by six 
points, with James Dorlin one point further back. 
But it would be a completely different picture if 
Rivett and his WDE team are successful in 
court. Given the propensity for a dramatic 
conclusion, don’t completely rule out Dan 
Rowbottom even though he is 49 points adrift.

It’s certainly a frustration that fans will be 
leaving Brands uncertain as to who the 
champion is, but there should, in theory, be 
more clarity in the other four series.

Another very close fight is in the Porsche 
Carrera Cup GB. Dino Zamparelli, twice the 
bridesmaid, leads Tio Ellinas by eight points, 
while Tom Wrigley still has an outside chance 
of triumphing. Last year Charlie Eastwood 
won the title with an overtake on Tom Oliphant 
with three laps of the finale to go – and it could 
be that close again this year.

There was a new Ginetta Junior points leader 
at Silverstone as Louis Foster’s rich vein of 
form allowed him to usurp team-mate Adam 
Smalley. He now heads Smalley by 21 points, 
with third-placed Luke Browning just about in 
contention still, another 27 points further back. 
But with Foster having nine penalty points on 
his licence already this year, he needs to be 
inch-perfect to be sure of the title.

Charlie Ladell has a larger advantage in 
the GT4 Supercup with 42 points in hand 
over Carl Boardley, but most comfortable 
heading to Kent is Kiern Jewiss. The Double 
R driver has a 62-point gap to Ayrton Simmons 
in British Formula 4.

But there’s always plenty of surprises at the 
Brands finale and, even in that commanding 
position, Jewiss is far from guaranteed title 
glory thisweekend.

DEPUTY EDITOR

“Unusually, all fiv
BTCC support ser
are up for grabs”
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Caine to make Carrera Cup return

CSCC to launch Mazda RX-8 class

Fiesta series 
honours Bateman
Tributes were paid to 

John Bateman by Fiesta 

Championship organisers 

and its drivers during the 

series’ visit to Silverstone 

last weekend.

Bateman, a former 

competitor and official 

in Fiestas, died of  a heart 

attack suffered while 

competing in a Puma Cup 

race at Donington Park 

earlier in September.

A minute’s silence was 

observed by Fiesta drivers 

on the grid and members 

of  Bateman’s family before

the start of  their second 

race of  the weekend on 

Sunday afternoon, all cars 

displaying special decals 

Former British GT 

champion Michael 

Caine will return to 

the Porsche Carrera 

Cup GB for the series 

finale at Brands Hatch 

this weekend at the 

wheel of  a Motorbase 

Performance-run 

machine. 

Motorbase rejoined 

the series this season 

with Valentin Hasse-

Clot, who took part at 

Snetterton, but Caine 

will tackle the final 

two rounds in Kent. 

Caine, who was 

runner up in the 

Porsche one-make 

competition in 2010 

behind champion Tim 

Harvey, last took part 

in the series in 2011.

Caine began the 

season racing a Team 

Hard VW CC in the 

British Touring Car 

Championship, but 

left the team after the 

rounds at Rockingham 

in August.

“David asked me to 

race and I jumped at 

the chance,” said 

Caine. “I know it 

will put a smile on my 

face and I can really 

enjoy the weekend. I 

will not get involved 

with the title battle – 

I am just going out 

there to do the best 

job I can for myself  

and the team patron 

David Bartrum. The 

colour scheme will 

certainly get me 

noticed too, but I am 

not going to reveal 

details just yet.” 

Ex-Formula 1 

driver Mike Wilds is 

another addition to 

the entry list for 

Brands Hatch with 

the Britcar regular 

competing with top 

team Redline Racing.

The championship 

will be fought between 

Dino Zamparelli, 

Tio Ellinas and Tom 

Wrigley this weekend. 

The Classic Sports Car 

Club has announced its 

first one-make race class 

for the Mazda RX-8, 

which will start in 2019. 

Called the RX-8 Trophy, 

it will cater for road-legal 

examples of  the Series 1 

Mazda coupe built from 

2003 to ’08 and will run as 

a class within the New 

Millennium series. 

The RX-8 Trophy will join

the field of  post year 2000 

production cars and share 

its 40-minute, mandatory 

pitstop and one/two driver

format. Running to a heavily

restricted set of regulations,

it is intended to offer value,

entry-level motorsport.

Club director David 

Smitheram said: “I am 

aware of  the barriersthat

stop people racing.It’s

usually a combinationof

time, money andspace.

Hopefully this isthe

answer to all three.”

“LastyearIraninaone-

makeBMWchampionship

andlearnedalot.Sincethen

I’vemovedhouseanddon’t

haveroomforadedicated

towcarandtrailer.Istill

wanttogoracingbutIjust

haven’tgottheroom.”

Smitheramhasbuiltthe

firstcarhimself,although

heisineligibletocompete

inCSCCevents.

Asub30-hourbuildtime

isexpectedandatotalcost

between£4000and£5000

foraready-to-racecar.

Allretaintheroadcar’s

GT Cup racers sought 

additional track time

to mark further respect.

Series co-ordinator 

Maddy Dadson said: “He 

raced with us and most 

recently has been the 

championship’s driving 

standards official, so it 

feels right to give 

something back.”

Competitor John

 Cooper opted to change 

his number to Bateman’s 

trademark #42 for the 

weekend, and fittingly 

took victory in Class D 

in the third race.

“That’s a fitting way to 

win it for me,”  said Cooper. 

“He’d have raised a glass 

to us. He wasn’t always 

the fastest, but he was 

definitely one of  the 

nicest and did a lot to 

help us over the years.”

231bhp rotary engine 

and rear-wheel drive 

configuration.Cars also 

have to keep the heater, air 

conditioning, and stereo to 

allow racers to drive to the 

circuit and back – negating 

the need for a trailer.

“The RX- 8 as a road car 

has flaws,” Smitheram 

added. “But these largely 

disappear as a race car, 

especially with the few 

reliability modifications 

the regulations allow.”
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STEPHEN
LICKORISH

British GT champ last raced Porsche in 2011

CALENDAR
Provisional 2019 GT 
Cup season

DATE CIRCUIT

April 13/14 Donington Park National
May 11/12 Snetterton 300
June 15/16  Silverstone National
July 27/28 Snetterton 300
Aug 31/Sept 1 Brands Hatch GP
Sept 21/22 Donington Park GP 
Oct 12/13 Silverstone GP
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Bannister will tackle Trackrod

Whizzo’s funeral
Stars fromthesport including
JohnWatsonandRichardAttwood
gathered inBromyard lastFriday
for the funeralofBarrie ‘Whizzo’
Williams.A largecongregation
filledStPeter’sChurch in the
Herefordshire towntohonour
the lifeofWilliams,whodied
recentlyafterashort illness.
Outside thechurchwashisMini
Cooper,120MNP,whichheused
towin the1964WelshRally.

Goodwooddates
Goodwoodhasconfirmedthedates
forall threeof itsshowcasemotorsport
events for2019.TheFestivalofSpeed
will run fromJuly4-7 in thegrounds
ofGoodwoodHouse,while the
nearby racecircuitwill host the
Members’MeetingonApril6/7and
the21stRevivalRaceMeetingon
September13-15.

Charteris inF2
ClassicClubmanspacesetter
MarkCharteris isplanningafull
HSCCHistoricFormula2season
nextyear inhisMarch742. Ina
coupleofoutings thisyear
Charterishasshownstrongpace
ontheswitch tosingle-seaters
and iskeentodomoreF2races
in2019.Thechancetoraceat
majorEuropeantracks ispartof
theappealof theF2series.

Ghinnreturns
ReigningClassicF3championGaius
Ghinnhadhis first racesof2018when
hereturned tohisRaltRT3atBrands
over theweekend.Workcommitments
havekeptGhinnaway fromracing this
seasonbuthewasquicklybackon the
pace in thePeterSneller-runcarand
finishedbestof the two-litreF3cars
onSaturday.

Moonrisesagain
DarrenMoonwill return togravel
rallyingonhis localTrackrod
HistoricCupwithhisdaughter
Nicoleco-driving in theirFord
EscortMk2.Moon,a former
BHRCeventwinner,hasnot
ralliedongravel forseveral
seasonswhile recoveringfrom
aback injuryandtryinghishand
at racingaMiniMiglia.

Brabhamfound
Theex-RoyJamesBrabhamBT2
Formula Juniorhasbeen founda
yearafterbeingstolen fromowner
JohnRapley inNewZealand.The rare
BT2was found30milesaway from
Rapley’sbaseduringapropertysearch.
“Everyone toldme itwouldn’tbeseen
again,”saidadelightedRapley.

Gardiner’sLotus
Afteraseasonofsuccess in
MastersHistoricTouringCarswith
hisFordFalcon,MikeGardiner
returnedtohisLotusCortina for
theHistoricTouringCardouble
headeratBrandsHatchon
Saturday. Itwashis first run in the
carsinceengine issues twoyears
ago.“I lovetheseone-dayevents,”
saidGardiner,whoplans toreturn
in theGuardsTrophynextseason.

HISTORICS

Historic Rally dates
for 2019 revealed

Dee-Crowne takes over HSCC reins

The MSA British Historic

Rally Championship has dropped

Rally Isle of Man from its 2019

schedule following the late

cancellation of this year’s rally.

Instead of the trip to the Isle

of Man in September, the BHRC

will return to the Ulster Rally

for the first time in five years.

The Ulster’s compact one-day

format as the championship’s

sail-away event is expected to be

attractive to competitors seeking

a quality, closed-road challenge

Andy Dee-Crowne has

been appointed to the role

of chief executive Officer

for the Historic Sports

Car Club, starting in

January 2019.

Dee-Crowne will bring

wide-ranging ex

to the role, both

competitor and

clerk of the cour

He will succeed

Grahame White

the club’s CEO f

over 20 years, w

will now switch to a new

consultancy position.

“I’m delighted to be

selected for the position

and I look forward to

guiding the club into its

next chapter,” said Dee-

ahame

fantastic

on to the

d he is a

to follow.”

Bannister and Oldfield reunited for another attack on Trackrod

Yorkshirerallyinglegend

SteveBannisterwillrenewa

partnershipwithco-driver

DaveOldfieldonthisweekend’s

TrackrodHistoricCup,after

a30-yeargap.

BannisterandOldfieldrallied

togetherinthe1980sandwon

theTrackrodin1984, ’85and’88.

However,Oldfieldretiredfrom

co-drivingin1999onhealth

groundsbuthasbeentempted

backintoBannister’s

FordEscortMk2.

“Noneof thetwoorthree

regularnavigatorsI’veused

coulddotherallythisyearsoI

hadn’tentered,”saidBannister.

“Dave’salotbetternowandso

wewenttestingandafterwards

Isaid: ‘thatwentwellsoyou’d

betterdotheTrackrodwithme

now’.Heagreed,soafter30years

wearebacktogether!”

ByJackBenyon

Newly-crownedBTRDARally
SeriesGoldStarchampion
MattEdwardswill switch
fromhisusualFordFiesta
R5toahistoric-specFiat131
Abarth for thisweekend’s
TrackrodHistoricCup.

Edwards,whoisalsoleading

theBritishRallyChampionship

withoneroundremaining,has

handedhisR5fortheeventto

prize-drivewinnerMatSmith.

Edwardshasn’tcompeted

intheBritishHistoricRally

ChampionshipsinceRally

NorthWalesin2016,whenhe

finishedfifth.Hedidinfamously

beatTrackrodlegendSteve

BannistertowintheHistoric

eventin2013.

“It’sbeentheplantodrive

the131forawhileassumingwe

hadtheBTRDAtitlewrapped

up,”saidEdwards.“I’llhappily

goanddriveanythingwitha

bitof incentive.Theplanisto

tryandgiveitagoodshowing

againsttheEscorts.Thecaris

fromabitbeforemytimereally!

ButobviouslyI’mawareof

thehistory,beingthebobble-

hatterIam.Ilikeachallenge.”

ThecarisnowownedbyPete

Smith,whohasbackedEdwards

throughmuchof hiscareerthrough

hisSwiftCaravansconcern.

“We’restillworkingonit,”

saidSmithof thecar’s

performance.“Ithoughtwe’d

madesomeimprovementsbut

Ireallystruggledwithitonthe

Woodpecker.Mattwilldrive

aroundtheproblemsinthe

carbecausehe’lldriveanything

quickly,buthopefullyhecan

giveussomefeedbackon

whereitcanimprove.”

DarrenGarrod,Edwards’

regularco-driver,will join

himinthe131.

BTRDA Gold Star winner swaps to Italian car for historic attack

EDWARDS TO TACKLE
TRACKROD IN FIAT 131

DOWNTHE

PUB
WITH
IAN SKAILES
Age: 71 Lives:Nottingham

Period Chevron racer

IN BRIEF

‘Ghinn returns
to the circuits’
F3 man is back, below

LOOKING BACK ON THE HISTORY OF THE FORD ESCORT PAGE 20

He only raced Chevrons
“I started racing in 1967 and 
only raced Chevrons. I bought a 
second-hand B6, which wasn’t 
really a good move as it was a 
fairly used motor car and by 
1968 they’d brought out the B8 
and the B8 was a better car and 
had wider wheels.”

He raced across Europe
“I did about six races in the B6 
and then bought a brand new 
B8 from Derek Bennett in British 
Racing Green and that was 
a terrific car and much more 
competitive. I think I did about 
25 races in the year, all over the 
place. I did a lot of club races 
but also did Mugello, Vila Real, 
the 12-hour race at Barcelona, 
the 1000km race at Montlhery 
and Jarama.”

A B16 came next
“Probably the most satisfying 
result I had was qualifying on 
pole for the Martini Trophy at 
Silverstone in the B8. I hadn’t 
been racing for that long and 
I had a steep learning curve. 
The following year I had a B16, 
which did Le Mans and the 
BOAC 1000km at Brands. We 
nearly finished Le Mans, contrary 
to many people’s predictions, and 
retired an hour and a half from the 
finish. That was a bit agonising. 
I was sharing with John Hine and 
Chevron supported us. They paid 
for the engine rebuild after the 
race, amongst other things.”

Le Mans was a 
challenge
“It was a beautiful car to drive 
for 24 hours and very safe and 
stable, and it had a very slippery
shape. We were clocked 
at 177mph on the Mulsanne 
Straight, which wasn’t bad for 
1790cc. There were no chicanes
at Le Mans and you still had the
old White House Corner and 
there were plenty of things to 
hit. So you had to drive with 
care and not have too much 
of a do-or-die approach.”

He retired aged 23
“At the end of that year I called 
it a day for business reasons. 
Sponsorship was coming in 
heavily and I was pretty much 
self-funded. I’ve got some 
wonderful memories and a lot 
of good friends and I had quite 
a useful career in a short space
of time, and didn’t hurt myself.
The circuits were definitely
men’s circuits in those days.”

Photos: Paul Lawrence

Edwards hopes to 

challenge in the 131

Skailes: Le Mans challenge
Gardiner in a Lotus Cortina

Clive Richards swaps his Caterham for an outing in Historic Formula Ford 1600

Caterham ace Clive Richards 

joined the Historic Formula 

Ford grid at Brands Hatch 

with the ex-Dan Pickett Merlyn 

Mk20 and hopes to contest a 

full season in 2019.

The Surrey-based tree 

surge

succe

lookin

Formula 

acing school 

id Richards, 

If  I enjoy 

we’ll do a 

l season 

xt year.” 

He tested the car for the first 

time on Friday and then took 

a stunning second place in 

Sunday’s race.

He added:  “I had my first ever 

race at an HSCC meeting in 1979 

in my dad’s Frazer Nash.”

without too much time away 

from businesses and families. 

The schedule takes in five gravel 

and two asphalt rallies.
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SCHEDULE
Provisional dates, subject 
to MSA approval

DATE EVENT

Saturday March 30 North Wales Stages 
Saturday April 27 Pirelli Rally
Saturday June 8 Carlisle Stages
Sunday June 23 Red Kite Stages
Sunday July 28 Harry Flatters Rally
Saturday Aug 17 Ulster Rally
Fri/Sat Sept 27/28  Trackrod Historic Cup

Richards: 
FF outing 
at Brands



The Volkswagen Polo

R5 has tested already

ALL THE ACTION FROM CASTLE COMBE’S RALLYDAY PAGE 17

RALLY NEWS

SOLBERG: I WANT TO
ENJOY RALLY SPAIN

ByDavidEvans

PetterSolberghaswarnedhis
fansnot toexpect toomuchwhen
hereturns to theWorldRally
Championship for the first time
insixyearsatnextmonth’s
RallyofSpain.

TheformerWorldRallychampion

wasconfirmedforaone-off driveina

factory-runVolkswagenPoloGTIR5in

Spainlastweek.Solberg,whodrovethe

PoloforthefirsttimeinSwedenatthe

startof theseason,willreturnfora

two-daytestinSpainaheadof therally.

“Iamsohappytobebackinthis

atmosphereandintheWorldRally

Championship,”SolbergtoldMN.

“Butwehavetorememberthatthe

rallycarIhavebeendrivingrecently

[hisownFordEscortRS1800]isn’tso

muchlikethePolo.”

Solberg left the full-time WRC when 

he departed Ford’s factory team in 2012. 

Since then his only modern outing was 

at the 2014 Condroz Rally, where he 

competed in a Citroen C4 WRC, but 

retired with a broken gearbox. 

“It will be a big fight in WRC2,” said 

Solberg. “There’s a championship 

goingonandtheseguysareinthecars

allthetime.I’mgoingtohave fun and

to show what this car can do; let me

go and do the rally that I can do and

then let’s see what is happening. It’s

really nice to be asked to do this by

Volkswagen and I’m really looking

forward to being back there.”

Solberg has been so impressed with

the Polo GTI R5 that he has ordered

one for himself – but he was quick

to dismiss talk that he could be back

in rallying long-term.

“I think my car should come next

year,” he said. “Honestly, it is

so much fun, it’s fantastic. When

I tested in Sweden I just wanted to keep

driving and this is the way to do that.”

He will, however, have to fight his

son Oliver for the keys.

“I am driving in rallycross now,”

he said. “The rally would be just for

fun – but for Oliver it’s more for the 

future. He will be testing with the 

Polo a lot next year.”

Volkswagen team principal Sven 

Smeets admitted it was a ‘dream’ 

to land Solberg as a driver for 

the Salou-based October event.

“Petter is a true rally hero,” said 

Smeets. “We have already experienced

his passion and professionalism

working alongside him in World

Rallycross. He tested the Polo GTI R5

and, from the beginning, it was our

dream to have him in the car to give

this new customer rally car its debut.

Everybody in Volkswagen Motorsport

is excited to be working on a rally and

on this special event with Petter and

our second driver Eric Camilli.”

Smeets has outlined more detail

of the Polo GTI R5 programme to

MN, including confirmation that

the German firm will continue to

build the cars for the next four years.

There had been speculation that

once the planned 50 cars were built,

that would be the end of Volkswagen

Motorsport’s commitment.

“That’s absolutely not the case,” said

Smeets. “There is no limit of 50 cars.

We hope to have 50 [built and sold] by

the end of next year and 15 of those

will be delivered by Christmas this

year. In 2019, we build 35 and in 2020

we will, for sure, not build less than

that. Beyond that, building more cars

could depend on what other projects

we have going on in-house. But

we fully intend to build and

sell through the four-year 

homologation cycle.”

Once the car breaks cover 

with Solberg and Camilli 

in Spain, Smeets admitted 

the car might not be seen 

much more in 2018.

“That’s simply because 

there are not many rallies left in the

end of the year,” he added, “but from

next year we will see them competing

and some of them with the backing

of local importers. We know from

our customers that there is going

to be a few of them going to the

European Rally Championship.”

The Polo will have carried out close

to 6,500 miles of testing ahead of its

homologation date on October 1.

And Smeets added that all of the know-

how from the team’s ultra successful

Polo R WRC had gone into the R5.

“With the regulations for the R5

and the parts so cost-controlled,

it’s hard to make a big difference

[from the other R5 cars] in terms of

performance,” he said. “But what

we have been able to do is use our

knowledge and experience from the

Polo R WRC. We have been testing in

all of  the same places we tested the 

World Rally Car before it came out, 

this gives us the chance to use the 

data we have from before. We have 

tried to find the right balance between 

competitiveness, reliability and 

performance and we are very proud of  

the car we will bring to Spain.”

Photos: VW Motorsport. fiaworldrallycross.com

Former champion plays down pace expectations ahead of R5 outing
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“Petter 
is a true 
rally 
hero”

SVEN
SMEETS

Solberg (l) will run on the same stages as returnee Loeb (r)





Josh Moffett is the

new Tarmac champ

Poor R5 entry for Cork ‘20’ gifts Josh Moffett Irish Tarmac Rally crown

Payne (r) has three Trackrod wins to date

MOFFETT TAKES WIN AS McGARRITY IS NORTHERN IRISH CHAMPION PAGE 18

RALLY NEWS

MOFFETTS MISS CORK AS
JOSH TAKES THE TITLE

ByJackBenyon

Apoorentryat the topof the Irish
TarmacRallyChampionshipon
theCork ‘20’Rally thisweekend
hasgiftedJoshMoffett the title,
hissecondof theyear.

TheIrishForestRallychampion

joinsfellowtitlefightingdriversSam

MoffettandRobertBarrableonthe

sidelinesthisweekend,meaning

therearenoITRCpodiumfinishersin

frontrunningcarsontheentrylist.

BarrablebrokehisleginJuneon

theDonegalInternationalRally,

whichhamperedhischarge,while

SamMoffetthasfocusedmoreon

businesscommitmentsthisseason.

Withallthreenon-entering,

Moffetttakesthetitlehavingclaimed

maximumpointsonthefirsttwo

roundsof theseries;theWest

CorkRallyandtheEasterStages.

HeaddsthattotheIrishForestRally

Championship,butcouldfallshortof

Irishrallying’shat-trick,combining

theTarmac,ForestandNationaltitles.

HisbrotherSamwasthefirsttoachieve

thefeatlastyear,butDeclanBoyleis

favouritetoscooptheNationaltitle.

JonnyGreerwillstarttheeventascar

numberoneand,althoughhewonthe

DownRallyearlierintheyearandisa

constantthreatfortopthrees,he’syet

toscoreapodiumintheITRCthisseason.

DanielCronin–brotherof four-time

BritishchampionKeith–andMeirion

EvansinhissecondstartinaHyundai

R5makeupthethreeleadingR5entries

ontheevent.Evansdebutedthecaron

theWexfordStagesearlierthismonth

andtookasecondplaceoverall.

InhisfighttoretaintheIrishTarmac

Modifiedchampionship,Toyota

CorolladriverKevinEvestakesan

eightpointleadintothefinale,with

JohnBonnerstill inwithashout

insecondinhisFordEscortMk2.

GaryMcNameesealedtheJunior

titleonthelastround,butreturnsin

hisHondaCivic.

Photos: Roy Dempster, Chicane Media
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Payne goes in search of a record fourth Trackrod win

Giddings wins, 
Tindall gearbox woe

Charlie Payne says he 

has to treat Trackrod Rally 

Yorkshire ‘like any other 

rally’ in a bid to take a 

record-breaking fourth 

win on the event.

Payne has won the last 

three Trackrdo events in a 

row, but has only competed 

sporadically in the last two 

seasons having taken the 

BTRDA Gold Star title in 

2016. He has since switched 

to a Ford Fiesta RS WRC.

“It’s just another rally, 

that’s how you’ve got to 

treat it,” he said.“We’ve 

won it three times on the 

trot, I don’t think anyone 

has won it four times. I’ll 

try my best and see what 

we can do.”

He won the event by 

just 0.2s last year over 

the similar car of  2017 Gold 

Star champion Stephen 

Petch, who will be one of  his 

main rivals for this event. In 

a similar Ford Fiesta RS 

WRC, Hugh Hunter is 

expected to challenge. 

Tom Preston returns to 

action after an extended 

spell on the sidelines ahead 

of  his Wales Rally GB 

National event defence, 

while Mat Smith is an 

intriguing proposition. 

In the 2018 Gold Star 

title-winning car of  Matt 

Edwards, Smith has been 

given an R5 instead of  

his regular 1400 Proton 

thanks to a prize drive 

from Pete Smith (not 

related). Mat tested the 

car at Sweet Lamb last 

week, as did Payne.

James Giddings has been 

crowned Fiesta ST Trophy 

champion following the 

withdrawal of  main title 

rival Ewan Tindall from this 

weekend’s Trackrod Rally.

Tindall, the reigning Junior 

Formula 1000 champion, has 

had a successful season, not 

finishing off  the podium in 

his first season in the forests.

But a broken gearbox and 

low-funds means he misses 

this weekend’s event, handing 

Giddings the title and the prize 

on offer, a year in the series’ 

Castrol Ford Fiesta R2 car.

Welshman Giddings and 

co-driver Sion Cunniff  bounced 

back from retirement on the 

Nicky Grist Stages to take their 

second win of  the season on 

the Woodpecker Stages earlier 

this month, having stepped up 

to a first season of closed-road 

rallying in the forests from 

the GwynneSpeed Challenge 

title in 2016.

“It’s been a tough season with 

some really close battles and 

the stage times going back and 

forward all year,” Giddings said.

“I’ve had three rallies where 

I had some bad luck: at Plains 

I had a gearbox problem while 

third, Carlisle I had a puncture 

and on the Nicky Grist I slid off.”

While Giddings has secured the 

use of  the car, he still has to pay 

for the running costs, something 

he says he is working on. 

“We have to consider the 

running costs [for the R2] and 

we are working towards getting 

the funds for next year,” he 

added. “It’s leading towards 

it happening.”

The prize car would be eligible 

to compete in the R2 Rallye 

Trophy in the BTRDA, won 

this year by George Lepley. 

Most of  the major titles are 

wrapped up heading into the 

weekend. Matt Edwards and 

Lepley have topped the Gold and 

Silver Star titles. Russ Thompson 

sealed another Production Cup 

title, while Giddings takes the 

ST trophy and Dave Brick has 

sealed the 1400 crown. 
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IrishTarmac Rally Championship, Cork ‘20’ 

Rally, Cork, September 29/30
NO DRIVER/CO-DRIVER CAR

1  Jonathan Greer/Kirsty Riddick Ford Fiesta R5
2  Roy White/James O’ Brien  Ford Fiesta WRC
3  Daniel Cronin/Shane Buckley  Ford Fiesta R5
4  Meirion Evans/Jonathan Jackson Hyundai i20 R5
5  Kevin Eves/Chris Melly  Toyota Corolla
6  Frank Kelly/Michael Coady  Ford Escort Mk2
7  David Guest/Jonathan McGrath  Skoda Fabia S2000
8  Brian Brogan/Damien McGettigan Ford Escort Mk2
9  Colin Byrne/Stephen Quin Ford Escort Mk2
10  John Bonner/TBA  Ford Escort Mk2

SEEDED ENTRY LIST

BTRDARallySeries,TrackrodRally Yorkshire, 

Filey,September28/29
NO DRIVER/CO-DRIVER CAR

1 Charles Payne/Carl Williamson Ford Fiesta RS WRC
2 Stephen Petch/Michael Wilkinson Ford Fiesta RS WRC
3 Hugh Hunter/Rob Fagg  Ford Fiesta RS WRC
4 Thomas Preston/Dai Roberts Skoda Fabia R5
5 Russ Thompson/Andy Murphy  Mitsubishi Lancer E9
6 Pat Naylor/Ian Lawrence  Mitsubishi Lancer E9
7 Ian Joel/Graeme Wood  Ford Escort Cosworth
8 Matthew Hirst/Declan Dear  Mitsubishi Lancer E9
15 Mat Smith/Giles Dykes  Ford Fiesta R5
16 Peter Smith/John Millington  Ford Fiesta R5+

LEADING ENTRIES



Edwards’lead has grown in BRC thanks to event loss

Bilham has secured another Fiesta R2 outing on GB’s star event

‘British Championship 
among celebrations’
Rallyday report, p17
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Simon Bowen

won 2017 event

year, after receiving a

permit from the Motor 

Sports Association.

The rally took a 

sabbatical in 2018 in 

order to prepare for its 

2019 event. It has now 

applied to the Highways 

Agency, which grants 

final permission to 

the event and awards 

the necessary Motor 

Race Order.

The event will move 

from Blackpool to 

nearby Garstang 

and, while securing the 

next permit and with 

residents to survey in 

the coming months, it 

is not yet certain how 

many closed-road stage 

miles will be used. It is 

hoping that around 60 

per cent of  the 50 stage 

venues used in the past.

As well as the 

switch to Garstang, 

central service and 

scrutineering moves 

to popular motorsport 

education establishment 

Myerscough College. 

It is scheduled to run 

on March 23.

“We have worked 

closely with Wyre 

Council for a number of  

years having run Special 

Stages on the Council-

owned Fleetwood 

Waterfront in the past, 

so it made sense to seek 

their support for Closed 

Road Special Stages,” 

said Dave Read, event 

director. “It was at the 

council’s request that 

we moved the base of  the 

event to their borough.”

Scottish Rally champion

Andrew Gallacher will give 

his ex-Mark Higgins Ford 

Focus RS WRC01 a Wales 

Rally GB return after 14 

years at next month’s event. 

Gallacher has a free entry 

to WRGB alongside co-driver 

Jane Nicol, courtesy of his 

2018 Scottish title win. He 

is the first son of a champion 

to win the crown, following 

his father and four-time 

champion Drew.  

He believes the car can be 

a threat on the Deeside event.

“The car is the one Mark 

Higgins won the British title 

with [in 2005], in Stobart 

colours, and it’s been a 

good car to me this year,” 

Gallacher said. 

“I’ve done several of the 

stages before and they are 

normally pretty good for 

a car like ours.” 

It will be Gallacher’s first 

appearance at GB since 2014, 

where he claimed second 

overall in the National 

event driving a Mitsubishi

Lancer E9. 

Gallacher has yet to 

announce his plans for 

2019 and is focused on 

securing a finish at GB. 

“I don’t know what we will 

do with the car for next year,” 

he said. “But the plan is to 

keep it in one piece [on Rally 

GB] and aim for the top five.”

Mike Faulkner (2014/15) 

and Bruce McCombie (2016) 

have won the event from 

the SRC. 

Despiteitscancellation

helpinghimtoedgecloser

toadreamfirstBritish

RallyChampionship

title,MattEdwardsis

‘disappointed’attheloss

of theRallyIsleof Man.

Organisersand

governmenthaveblamed

eachotherforthelossof

theeventaspoliticshas

intervenedand,despite

confirmingadatefornext

year’sevent, itwon’tbe

aroundof theBritish

RallyChampionship.

“I’mreallydisappointed

theManxhasfallen,”said

Edwards.“It’sanevent

Ireallylike.There’s

reasonsandpolitics

behindit,butformeit’sa

keycharacteristicof the

BRC.It’stheoneIreally

wantedtowinallyear, if

someonewouldhaveasked

metochoosetowinone

eventitwouldbethatone.”

TheM-Sport-runFord

FiestaR5drivernow

onlyneedsafourthplace

ononelegof WalesRally

GBtotakeafirstBRC

titleinhissecondyear

inR5machinery.

“It’sinourfavourthat

it isn’trunninginterms

of pointsandthetitle,but

that’snotsomethingI’m

thinkingabout,”headded.  

WalesRallyGBreturns

totheBRCcalendarfor

thefirsttimesince2008

thisyear,andhasattracted 

18entries.

Edwards,titlerivalDavid 

BogieandRhysYateslead

theway,withsixR5son

thelist.LawrenceWhyte

returnsinhisFordFiesta

R5aftermissingtheUlster.

SteveRokland,James

WilliamsandWilliam

Creightonwill fightit

outfortheMotorsport

NewsJuniorBritish

RallyChampionship.

Scottish champion Gallacher to join National field at Rally GB

Mull Targa and Time Trial launched
Edwards sad at Manx loss despite benefit to him

In the absence of  the Mull 

Rally in 2018, for the second 

year in a row the organiser 

will run a time trial and 

Targa rally. 

The event is unable to 

run due to insurance 

issues, which won’t be 

rectified until Scotland is 

able to pass new legislation 

handing the power to 

award a Motor Race Order 

to the Highways Agency 

and the sport’s governing 

body, the MSA. 

The time trial features 

one stage – new for 2018 – 

run six times. The Targa 

event will run on Saturday 

October 13, the day before 

the time trial, and has 

already attracted over 50 

entries. The organisers 

are working on extending 

the stage mileage, aiming 

for 25 miles, with around 

50 miles of  regularity. 

Last year’s event was 

won by Andy Beaumont/

Andrew Fish in a Sunbeam 

Rapier H120, while the 

Ford Focus WRC of Reay 

MacKay/Keir Beaton were 

fastest in the time trial.  

Ex-Higgins car 
makes GB return

S CLOSE TO 

Sam Bilham has become 

the second driver to secure 

a prize drive in a Ford Fiesta 

R2 on Wales Rally GB, 

joining fellow John Easson 

Trophy award winner 

Tommi Meadows.

The 2016 Fiesta ST Trophy 

champion will drive the same 

car given to him by Swift 

Caravans’ chairman Peter 

Smith for the Nicky Grist 

Stages earlier in the year. 

“It was a little last-minute 

but we’ll be giving it full 

steam ahead to make it 

work,” Bilham said. 

“I’m a little bit sceptical 

as to how it will go in terms 

of performance but the 

stages should suit my 

driving style. 

“They should be similar 

to the Cambrian stages 

which I have done so we’ll 

see how I get on.”

He finished second in class 

on the Nicky Grist Stages, 

his only outing in the car, 

and only his second rally of 

the year. Bilham has yet to 

finalise his 2019 plans but 

is keen to make the most of 

his GB appearance. 

“We’re close to sorting out 

a car for 2019. But the focus 

is on GB and I just want to be 

able to say that I’ve done it.”

Meadows and 2017 ST 

Trophy champion George 

Lepley – who won the BTRDA 

R2 Rallye Cup this year – are 

among the competition in the 

R2 class in the national event. 

It uses the same stages as 

the international event, 

run only once, with over 

80 miles of stages. 

Bilham gets R2 prize outing for Wales Rally GB National with Peter Smith’s Ford Fiesta

Photos: pro-rally.co.uk, Black Mountain Media, Lindsay Photo Sport, Jakob Ebrey



Coffey gets a

new navigator

Tanak car is

no shipwreck

MOTORSPORT NEWS CIRCUIT RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP REVIEWED PAGE 30

Photos: SMJ Photography, LAT, mcklein-imagedatabase.com, FIA ERC

RALLY NEWS

ERC REPORT

DAVID RICHARDS
MAKES RALLY RETURN

By Jack Benyon

Motor Sports Association
chairman and 1981 World
Rally champion co-driver
David Richards will
compete in the opening
round of the Motorsport
News Circuit Rally
Championship at
Oulton Park in a Ford
Fiesta RS WRC.

Richards, who took over

at the sport’s UK governing

body on January 1 this year,

has made a number of key

regulation changes in

rallying, such as allowing

seeding by class and

promising an investigation

into safety regulations in a

bid to reduce the burden on

grassroots competitors.

In his career he sat alongside

Ari Vatanen for the 1981 title,

and also co-drove for Tony

Pond, Billy Coleman and Andy

Dawson before going on to

set-up Prodrive. He headed

the Subaru WRC programme

through the McRae years

and went on to run the BAR

F1 team and the WRC

Promoter afterward.

Richards will navigate the

ex-Mads Ostberg Ford Fiesta

of event sponsor Graham

Coffey, who won the event

in 2012 and 2013 in a Subaru.

“The idea of using race

tracks at a time of year when

they aren’t used for motor

racing is a superb initiative

and one that’s to be

applauded,” said Richards.

“I’m sure it’s fantastic for

not only competitors but

for the spectators coming

along as well.

“It’s such an obvious thing,

to create a championship of

single-venue events, and one

wonders why it hasn’t been

done before.

“It is making great use of

a facility that would be

dormant in the winter

months, while also taking

rally cars closer to the general

public. It’s an opportunity

to expose rallying to a

broader audience.”

Richards hasn’t competed in

a rally since the Colin McRae

Stages in 2008, and before that

since 2003. But he competed

on similar events in his early

days of competition.

“I did a number of single-

venue events in the early

days,” said Richards.

“The one we used to go to

every year was Loton Park in

Shropshire. More recently

I attended a similar event at

Boconnoc House in Cornwall.

“I’ve done some vintage and

regularity events like the

Flying Scotsman with a close

friend of mine, but I’m looking

forward to Oulton Park.”

The car which Ott Tanak

crashed into a Mexican

reservoir will compete in

this year’s Motorsport News

Circuit Rally Championship.

Pete Smith, whose Swift

Caravans concern supports

British Rally Championship

points leader Matt Edwards

and gives R2 prize drives, has

the car as part of his rallying

collection and is hoping to

complete the MN Circuit

Rally season.

Tanak – now with Toyota

in the WRC – rolled off the

road just under two miles

into the Los Mexicanos stage

on the Friday morning of

the 2015 Rally Mexico. Smith

bought the car in 2017.

It has a different number

plate to the car that

submerged in the water.

“I had no idea it was the

Titanak car when I bought

it, I didn’t twig it was the

one that went into the lake,”

said Smith. “The car was

stripped to the bare

bodyshell and repanelled,

it was basically like new.

The history came out later,

but I was happy about

it because it’s a more

important car historically.”

Richards: back co-driving

GRYAZIN WINS, INGRAM CAN TAKE TITLE

A
lexey Lukyanuk 
probably hadn’t 
planned to 
describe becoming 
European Rally 
champion for 
the first time as 

“strange”. But after wiping off  the 
right-rear from his Ford Fiesta on 
a Polish tree three stages in to the 
country’s ERC counter last Saturday, 
the celebrations in the Mikolajki 
service park were far from raucous, 
despite the enormity of the achievement. 

Lukyanuk had battled back from serious 

injuries sustained in a head-on crash 

during a driver coaching session last 

year, which has left him with a limp and 

an eagerness to sit as often as possible – 

plus a constant shortage of  cash – to take 

the ERC crown with three wins and a 

second place from seven starts.

With the title effectively his when rival 

Bruno Magalhaes announced he’d be a 

non-entry here and on next month’s 

Latvian finale having run out of  funds, 

Lukyanuk was keen to show a bit more 

bravado in terms of his driving, having 

competed all season under the burden of  

giving his investors the title they yearned.

That decision could have had dire 

consequences had his title bid depended 

on points in Poland. While it dealt another 

blow to his wallet, it wouldn’t have any 

bearing on who would follow Kajetan 

Kajetanowicz as ERC champion. 

“Something went wrong before the 

jump, the speed was not too high but 

before the jump the car reacted too well 

to my steering input and we had too much 

slide,” said the Russian. “I understood 

I could touch the inside of  the corner so 

I had to straighten up the car a bit and 

we jumped straight on this crest and 

unfortunately we landed too far from the 

proper line. The speed was OK but the 

line was not perfect so we hit a tree after 

landing. Not a good moment for us.

“It feels a bit strange [to be champion 

after a crash] but I’m happy for the team 

and for the sponsors. It’s a really big step 

for us. We tried to be on the limit all the 

time but we don’t have enough practice, 

enough testing and sometimes we lose 

control. But the party starts now.”

Briton Chris Ingram could also be in 

party mode soon after he kept alive his 

ERC Junior Under 28 title hopes with 

second spot to outright Poland winner 

Nikolay Gryazin and one place ahead 

of  erstwhile title leader Fabian Kreim. 

Ingram will head to Latvia seven points 

behind Gryazin although the dropped-

score rule will mean a class win next 

month might not be enough for the crown.

Gryazin’s Poland win – his second in 

the ERC – was further confirmation of  the 

20-year-old Russian’s pace and ability to 

drive with his head rather than his heart.

Throughout the three days of  

competition in Poland, Gryazin was 

adamant top points in class meant more 

than topping the final leaderboard. 

That meant Jari Huttunen was always 

in catching distance in his factory-

supported Hyundai, although a time 

penalty and final-stage excursion left 

him 8.3s adrift at the finish.

Reigning ADAC Opel Rallye Cup 

champion Tom Kristensson won his 

first event in the ERC Junior Under27

class previously won by Ingram. Heis

now succeeded by Martin Sesks who

claimed the title and prize funds towards

an R5 drive in the ERC next year.

Results
1 Nikolay Gryazin/Yaroslav Fedorov (Skoda Fabia R5) +1h53m43.5s;
2 Jari Huttunen/Antti Linnaketo (Hyundai i20 R5) +8.3s; 3 Chris
Ingram/Ross Whittock (Fabia R5); 4 Fabian Kreim/Frank Christian
(Fabia R5); 5 Miko Marczyk/Szymon Gospodarczyk (Fabia R5);
6 Lukasz Habaj/Daniel Dymurski (Fabia R5); 7 Grzegorz Grzyb/
Jakub Wrobel (Fabia R5); 8 Filip Mares/Jan Hlousek (Fabia R5);
9 Tomasz Kasperczyk/Damian Syty (Ford Fiesta R5); 10 Norbert
Herczig/Ramón Ferencz (Fabia R5).
Class winners: ERC2: Marcin Slobodzian/Grzegorz Dachowski
(Subaru Impreza STI); ERC3: Tom Kristensson/Henrik Appelskog
(Opel Adam R2); Junior Under 28: Gryazin/Fedorov Junior Under
27: Kristensson/Appelskog.
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MSA chairman opens Motorsport News championship

Lukyanuk crashes, Under 28 title goes down to the wire with Ingram and Gryazin. By  Graham Lister

Victory overall 

for Gryazin

Ingram must win last round Kristensson: first U27 class win

‘Titanak’ reservoir crash car to take on MN Circuit Rally series



Escort and Chevette

were celebrated

REPORT: RALLYDAY 2018
Photos: rallygallery.com, Kevin Money

T
he rain arrived 
at Rallyday on 
Saturday. Nobody 
cared. Everybody 
came. And 
everybody’s 
coming back. 

Including Miki.
Two-time World Rally champion 

Miki Biasion was the star of  the show 

at Castle Combe on Saturday. Sorry 

Elfyn, but he was. 

OK, you both were. Actually, the 

stars were everywhere and very 

much in alignment over the damp 

Wiltshire circuit.

Stuart Turner, Jimmy McRae, 

Russell Brookes, David Llewellin, 

David Bogie, Ryan Champion. They 

were all there. Almost too much to 

take in. Certainly too many to talk 

to – sorry Mr Bogie. In my defence, 

it was your own fault. I’d spent so

 long watching the five-time Scottish 

champion delivering his fabulous 

Millington-engined Ford Escort Mk2 

into chicanes at some of  the wildest 

angles ever, it was impossible not to 

stay and watch one more lap. 

This year’s Rallyday had a 

celebration for almost every decade. 

Twenty years was no so much a 

celebration as a commemoration, the 

Clark family attended to remember 

Roger, 20 years after his passing. 

His wife Judy and son Olly were 

interviewed and shared delightful 

memories of  Britain’s first ever World 

Rally Championship event winner.

And seeing Olly donut a stunning 

replica of  LVX942J in its 1972 RAC-

winning Uniflo livery stirred some 

serious emotions. Not least in Clark Jr.

“That thing was a real beast,” he says. 

“It’s running a BDG, so it makes all 

the right noises and goes really well. 

It’s been lovely to come down and see 

all these people again.”

Rallyday brings some unexpected 

driver-car combinations and seeing 

Llewellin at the wheel of  Hannu 

Mikkola’s Eaton Yale-liveried Mk2 was 

right up there. But again, what a treat.

Back to the anniversaries and it’s 

three decades since Biasion’s first 

world title. Thirty years on and the 

beautiful Martini overalls still fit. The 

face might have had an extra line of  

laughter, but the voice delivered just 

the same insight, charisma and fever. 

And when he slid behind the wheel 

a Lancia Delta HF Integrale wearing 

that famous red white and blue 

Martini colour scheme, it was Sanremo 

in the late 1980s all over again. 

Except it wasn’t. Miki had gone to

Ford by the time this car came along.

“Yes,” he says with a smile, “but

don’t forget I was the driver who did

all of  the development for this car.

This was still a little bit my car.”

And with that he disappeared in a

plume of  spray, off  to entertain the

masses. Over a coffee later in the day,

the Italian admitted he was hooked

on Rallyday.

“I know you are used to the rain 

here,” he says, “but I can’t believe

how many people are out watching.

It’s fantastic. I love this. It makes me

feel that rallying is still in the hearts

of  these people and that makes me

happy. I want to come back. Do you

think they will have me to come back?”

Er, yes, Miki. I think you’ve bagged

yourself  a return ticket.

The Vauxhall Chevette’s 40th 

birthday was well celebrated with

the help of  the Droop Snoot Group,

while the Ford Escort Mk1’s golden

anniversary was superbly marked

by quite brilliant stories from Brookes

and Turner. That pair were also 

on form when it came to the 

six-decade celebrations of  the 

British Rally Championship.

Talking of the BRC, my personal

highlight was from the 1993 vintage

of the series. Junior WRC driver Tom

Williams drove Richard Burns’ Elonex-

backed Subaru Legacy RS. The noise

and utter splendour of that car going

sideways in the rain again was a joy

to behold. Less so from the inside.

“That was just a bit mad,” says

Williams, godson of Burns. “Just

breathing on the throttle and it was

all over the place.”

His dad – and Richard’s former

mentor and very close friend – David

Williams had done his bit to try to

make life more comfortable.

“I had my old tyre cutter out,” says

Williams, “I cut some grooves into

the fronts, just like the old days.”

It didn’t make much difference. The

boots were past their best and bullet-

hard, but it only made for a better

show, not to mention a demonstration

of Tom’s ability in taming one of

Group A’s fiercest machines.

Once again, Castle Combe’s day of

rallying delivered on every level. Yes,

we got wet, but when and where else

do you get to see such an epic and

eclectic mix of brilliant clubmen,

world champions and rallying royalty

from days passed?

Howard Davies isn’t a man

lost for words regularly.

Or often. Or ever. He

was at Castle Combe on

Saturday afternoon,

when he was handed the

Spirit of Rallyday award.

He’d come to Wiltshire to

do the job he’s done for

the last 14 years – to talk

to people – and he went

home with a trophy.

British champion with

Gwyndaf Evans in 1996,

Davies came to the event

for the first time in 2004

and hasn’t missed one

since. And he won’t be

missing one any time soon.

“It’s brilliant,” he says,

“I love it. I think it was

2004 the first time I came.

If you want to know for

sure, tell you what, I’ll

get back to you – I’ve got

the invoices at home I’ll go

through them!”

Davies genuinely fulfils

the criteria for the Spirit

of Rallyday trophy. Like

Pauline Gullick, who took

the award last year, the

event wouldn’t function

without him.

But it’s not a one-way

street, Davies has had his

moments down the years.

Ask him for his best

memory and he thinks.

Thinks again and then

comes back with…

“Colin,” it’s got to be. “The

year Colin [McRae] came

down here, it was fantastic.

I remember talking to

Alison [McRae’s wife]

after the event and she said:

‘Wasn’t Rallyday a lovely

day…’ and it was. And it is.”

Pause.

“Actually, I might have

to say [Sebastien] Ogier

coming. That was special.

Seeing him drive that Audi

quattro. I don’t know what

it is, but there was an aura

about him, something

special. We don’t see him

here that often, but he

came here without any

fuss and made the day.”

That’s that then.

“Or… watching Dai

[Llewellin] go off the line

in that [Audi] quattro S1.

That was special. Standing

behind it, I was. Feeling

the heat and hearing the

noise of that thing as it

went was unbelievable.”

Memories. Rallyday’s

good at making them.

Roger Clark, Miki Biasion, the British Rally Championship and the Ford Escort all
celebrated at Rallyday. By David Evans

RALLYDAY EXTRAVAGANZA

Biasion in a Delta (r)

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110 motorsport-news.co.uk  SEPTEMBER 26 2018  17

BRC at 60: McRae Manta (l), Burns Legacy (c) and Brookes Chevette (r)

Spirit of Rallyday: 
Howard Davies



ROAD RALLY ROUND-UP

AndyDavies/MichaelGilbeyput
themselves intopoleposition towin
theWelshRoadRallyChampionship
by taking first place on the Autumn 
Rally on Saturday night.

Petrol wasn’t taken until almost two-
thirds distance, but the leading order 
changed significantly after the halt. 
The winners only moved to the front on 
the very last section. Meanwhile the 
leaders at the break, Martin Curzon/
Rob Thomas, dropped to eighth place 
at the finish after losing four minutes 
at one time control.

Their misfortune put Kevin 
‘Penclawdd’ Jones/Dafydd Evans in 
the lead, but they fell behind Davies/
Gilbey with two time controls to go. 
They beat a challenge from Huw 
Jones/Daniel Jones to secure the 
runner-up spot.

Top seeds, Mike Roberts/Dafydd 
Sion Lloyd, should have finished in 
second place but for an error when 
they failed to carry seconds dropped 
at the previous time control on to 
the next; the mistake cost them 
33 seconds.

Ian Mills

Results
Organiser: Carmarthen MC When : September 22/23 
Where: West Wales Championships: WAMC Route: 
100 Miles Starters: 87.
1 Andy Davies/Michael Gilbey (Subaru Impreza) 6m55s; 
2 Kevin ‘Penclawdd’ Jones/Dafydd Evans (Toyota 
Corolla) +28s; 3 Huw Jones/Daniel Jones (Peugeot 
206); 4 Mike Roberts/Dafydd Sion-Lloyd (Ford Escort); 
5 Rhodri Evans/Jenny Evans (Escort); 6 Rob Stephens/
Nathan Summers (Escort); 7 Craig Judd/Jon Hawkins 
(Peugeot 306 GTI); 8 Martin Curzon/Rob Thomas 
(Escort); 9 Martin Richards/Tom Bleackley (Vauxhall 
Nova); 10 Mark ‘GT’ Roberts/Dylan Jenkins 
(VW Golf GTi).
Class winners: Evans/Evans; Daniel Williams/Shaun 
Richards (BMW 318Ti); Robert Davies/Daniel Harries 
(Honda Civic).

Photos: Roy Dempster, pro-rally.co.uk

RALLY REPORTS

McGARRITY TAKES EIGHTH TITLE
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Moffett wins but Northern Irish title is decided with a record-breaking score for McGarrity

Moffett was the  

rapid rally winner

Hunter becomes hunted
Albar Trophy Rally
ByJohnFIfe

Organiser:EastAyrshire Car Club When: September 
23Where:KamesMotorsport Complex, East Ayrshire 
Championships:Ecosse Challenge Stages: 16 
Starters:21

OllieHunter scored a surprise 

last-stagevictory and carried 

off thetoppoints at the 

penultimate round of the 

Junior1000Ecosse Challenge 

atKamesMotorsport complex 

inAyrshire. 

However,the youngster’s 

late season turn of  pace has 

come too late to fight for 

the title. That will be decided 

at the final round of  the 

series at Cadwell Park in 

five weeks’ time between 

two drivers, Lewis Haining 

and Johnnie Mackay. 

Winner last time out, the 

on-form Haining led the 

field after eight of  the day’s 

16 special stages but failed to 

shake off  Hunter who was 

only two seconds behind at the 

lunch halt. Over the second 

half  of  the rally, the two were 

all but inseparable with 

Hunter refusing to give up 

the chase. His determination 

paid off  with a one second 

victory over Haining as the 

pair went into the last stage 

tied on times.

Andrew Blackwood needed 

a win to put himself  back into 

contention for the title, but 

an overshoot on the second 

stage cost him dear. He 

dropped 10 seconds to the 

leaders and spent the rest of  

the day trying to claw it back. 

He just managed to squeeze 

championship leader Mackay 

out of  third place by the finish.

For his part Mackay felt he 

drove well and was genuinely 

puzzled by his Suzuki’s 

inability to match the pace 

of  the Peugeot, Skoda and 

Citroen ahead of  him. That 

means he has to finish ahead 

of  Haining at the final round 

to claim the Scottish crown.

In the supporting ‘senior’ 

event, Colin Gemmell dominated 

a sparse entry, finishing over 

a minute clear of  Graham 

Bruce, although sixth-placed 

Cameron Davies impressed 

many with his silent progress 

in the electric Renault Zoe.

Results
1 Oliver Hunter/Tom Hynd  (Peugeot 107) 24m40s; 
2 Lewis Haining/George Myatt (Skoda Citigo) +0.01s; 
3 Andrew Blackwood/Richard Stewart (Citroen C1); 
4 Johnnie Mackay/Gordon Reid (Suzuki Alto); 
5 Peter Beaton/Dean Ross (107); 6 Cameron 
Davidson/Kenneth McRae (Nissan Micra); 7 Amy 
McCubbin/Brian McClelland (Citigo); 8 Jack Hall/
Robin Nicolson (Micra); 9 Aaron Webster/William 
Pollock (Micra); 10 Erica Winning/Mark Runciman 
(Micra). Senior event: 1 Colin Gemmell/Derek Keir 
(Ford Escort Mk2) 21m58s; 2 Graham Bruce/Paul 
Toner (Ford Escort Mk2) +1m22s; 3 David McLeod/
Eamonn Boyle (Talbot Sunbeam); 4 Alistair 
Cunningham/Jim Smith (Escort Mk2); 5 Lindsay 
Taylor/David Murie (Ford Fiesta ST); 6 Cameron 
Davies/Ellya Gold (Renault Zoe); 7 Hugh Murdoch/
Ewan Murdoch (Escort Mk2).

Bushwhacker Rally
By Jason Craig

Organiser: Omagh Motor Club When: September 
22 Where: Omagh, County Tyrone, Northern 
Ireland Championships: Irish Forestry 
Championship and MSA Northern Ireland Rally 
Championship Starters: 110 Finishers: 87 
Stages: 11

Despite having to retire 
from last Saturday’s 
Bushwhacker Rally, 
results went Derek 
McGarrity’s way and he 
was crowned Northern 
Ireland Rally champion 
for an eighth time.

Forced to call it a day at 

first service because of  an 

oil leak that had developed 

on the engine of  his Ford 

Focus, McGarrity still 

ended the day a record 

eight-time winner of  the 

national series.

“I went to the rally with the 

intention of  winning it and 

I firmly believe we would 

have done had the seal on the 

engine’s crank not started to 

weep oil,” said McGarrity, 

who has confirmed he will 

contest the last round of  

the series in a different car.

OnlyDesiHenryand

AlanCarmichaelhada

mathematicalchanceof

prolongingMcGarrity’s

waitforanotherfewweeks,

but neither could land the 

win they needed. Instead, 

that honour went to Josh 

Moffett and Stephen 

Thornton, the Ford Fiesta 

R5 crew free to attack the 

County Tyrone forests 

having successfully sewn 

up the Irish Forestry 

Championship title, of  

which the Bushwhacker 

was a round, at the 

Lakeland Stages.

They recorded fastest or 

equal fastest times on seven 

of the 11 stages to win by 19s 

from the Ford Fiesta R5+ of  

Vivian Hamill. The only 

incident of  note for Moffett 

came on stage five when he 

smacked a rock and bent a 

rim. For the final loop he 

decided to conserve his 

lead and raise the car’s 

ride height as large stones 

and ruts began to appear 

along the route.

Hamill, meanwhile, made 

it back-to-back podiums on 

gravel, his movement up the 

leaderboard aided by the 

demise of  McGarrity before 

Barry McKenna’s Fiesta 

went off  the road on 

stagefive.

AsforHenry,hecame

withintwosecondsof

Moffettafterlosingground

earlydoorsashisSkoda

Fabia performed road 

cleaning duties. A broken 

gear linkage on SS6 ended 

his charge but some quick 

cable tie repairs allowed 

him to battle back to third.

Connor McCloskey – on his 

first outing since the Pirelli – 

bagged fourth from Cathan 

McCourt. Tied with Adrian 

Hetherington, McCourt 

got the nod courtesy of  his 

quicker time on the first 

stage. Niall McCullagh 

triumphed in the Production 

Class at the wheel of  a 

Mitsubishi Lancer E9, while 

Paul Barrett’s Ford Escort 

Mk2 came out top in the 

two-wheel-drive scrap.

Results
1 Josh Moffett/Stephen Thornton (Ford 
Fiesta R5) 30m13s; 2 Vivian Hamill/Andrew 
Grennan (Fiesta R5+) +19s; 3 Desi Henry/
Liam Moynihan (Skoda Fabia R5); 4 Connor 
McCloskey/Noel O’Sullivan (Subaru Impreza 
WRC); 5 Cathan McCourt/Barry McNulty 
(Fiesta R5); 6 Adrian Hetherington/Ronan 
O’Neill (Toyota Corolla WRC); 7 Patrick 
O’Brien/Stephen O’Brien (Mitsubishi Lancer 
E9); 8 Jock Armstrong/Graham Henderson 
(Impreza N11); 9 Martin Cairns/Peter Ward 
(Ford Fiesta WRC); 10 Niall Henry/Damien 
Duffin (Citroen DS 3 R5).
Class winners: Gareth Deazley/Darren 
Curran (Honda Civic); Niall McCullagh/Ryan 
McCloskey (Lancer E9); Dean Humphrey/
Nigel Brennan (Vauxhall Corsa); William 
Creighton/Kirsty Riddick (Peugeot 208 R2);
Andrew Bustard/Stephen Griffith (Ford
Escort Mk2); Paul Barrett/Gordon Noble
(Escort Mk2); Shane McGirr/Liam McIntyre
(Toyota Starlet); Moffett/Thornton;
McCloskey/O’Sullivan.

Heroes Stages Rally
By Phil James

Organiser: Pendle & District MC; Garstang & Preston 
MC When: September 23 Where: Weeton Camp, nr 
Blackpool Championships: ANWCC; ANCC; SD34. 
Stages: 12 Starters: 37

Eric Roberts and Merfyn 

Williams took what proved 

to be an emphatic victory, 

bringing their Ford Escort 

Mk2 home 46 seconds ahead 

of  the Subaru Impreza of  

early leaders Martin Farrar 

and co-driver Andy Ward.

Farrar had been quickest 

through the first stage before 

Peter Jackson and Craig 

Simkiss edged their Escort 

Mk2 ahead after stage two.

Jackson’s lead was short-

lived though as he retired on 

the following test when the 

clutch exploded, handing 

pole position back to Farrar. 

The Subaru pilot looked to 

be on course for victory but 

towards the end of  stage 10 

he became violently sick, 

handing Roberts the lead 

he wasn’t to relinquish.

Despite his increasing 

discomfort, Farrar completed 

the final two tests to finish 

second ahead of  Brandon 

Smith and Dylan Thomas, who 

suffered a sticking throttle 

issue with their Darrian T90 

GTR. James and Chris Ford 

steered their immaculate new 

Escort Mk2 home fourth ahead 

of  Dave Hornbrook and Ann 

Forster’s Mitsubishi Lancer 

E4 that had a recurring issue 

with its tyre valves melting.

Steve Harvey and Nick 

Colman finished sixth in 

their Impreza, a position 

they held for most of  the day.

Despite a last stage misfire 

Chris McCallum and Stephen 

Clark brought their Escort 

Mk2 home seventh ahead 

of  Gareth Hooper and Sam 

Bilham’s Opel Manta 400R. 

Darren Martin and John 

Deegan rounded out the 

top 10.

Results
1 Eric Roberts/Merfyn Williams (Ford Escort Mk2) 
1h19m47s; 2 Martin Farrar/Andy Ward (Subaru 
Impreza) +46s; 3 Brandon Smith/Dylan Thomas 
(Darrian T90 GTR); 4 James Ford/Chris Ford 
(Escort Mk2); 5 Dave Hornbrook/Ann Forster 
(Mitsubishi Lancer E4); 6 Steve Harvey/Nick 
Colman (Impreza); 7 Chris McCallum/Stephen 
Clark (Escort Mk2); 8 Gareth Hooper/Sam Bilham 
(Opel Manta 400R); 9 Darren Martin/Martin Steele 
(Impreza); 10 John Deegan/Shane Smith (Subaru 
Justy). Class winners: Andy Rose/Phil Shaw 
(Nissan Micra); Deegan/Smith; McCallum/Clark; 
Farrar/Ward.  

Farrar is sick as he hands late victory to Roberts/Williams pair

Escort pair took 

the lead late on













BRITISH GT: DONINGTON PARK
Optimum prevails in tense championship decider. By James Newbold

T
hemarkof a
championisto
keepyourcoolwhen
otherslosetheirs,
andFlickHaigh’s
resolvewascertainly

testedbythechaossurrounding
heratDoningtonPark.

Needingonlytofinishsixthtosecure

theBritishGTtitleforherself and

OptimumMotorsportAstonMartin

team-mateJonnyAdam,acautious

Haighfoundherself beingelbowed

downtofifthbythepitstops,but

championshipsarewonbybeing

sensibleonyouroff-daysandnotby

makingrashmovesthatleadtocontact.

Evenwithclosesttitlerivals

JonMinshaw/PhilKeen(Barwell

MotorsportLamborghini)upholding

theirendof thebargainbytaking

victory,fourthwasenoughforHaigh

tobecomethefirstfemaleoutright

championinserieshistory,whileAdam

claimedhisthirdcrownwithasmany

differentco-driversandteams,after

sweepingupin2015withAndrew

Howard(BeechdeanAMR)and’16

withDerekJohnston(TFSport).

“Iwokeupthismorninganditwasa

weirdfeeling,like‘thisisanimportant

day’,buttherewasjustagutfeeling

thatif weweresensible,thenitcould

beours,”saidAdam.

Evenwitha27.5-pointbufferheading

intotheweekend,Optimumonlyhad

tolooktoMinshawandKeen’srecent

Doningtontrackrecordtoknowthat

thejobwasn’tdoneyet.

Thediewascastfromtheoff,as

Minshawrompedawayfrompole,

whileteam-mateSamDeHaanset

aboutdefendingsecondfroma

gaggleof AstonMartinsincluding

GrahamDavidson(Jetstream),

Haigh,MarkFarmer(TF)andJohnston

alltrippingoverthemselves.It

lookedtomanyonlookerslikeclever

teamtacticsfromBarwell,butteam

bossMarkLemmerinsisteditwas

notthecase.

“Wejokedthatitreallylookedlikea

mastertacticforBarwell,butitwas

absolutelynot,”hesaid.“Hewasvery

defensive,buttheofficialsdidn’tsee

anythingwrongwithit.”

OnceDavidsondidgetthrough,he

slidonoilatTurn1andhitaGT4car,

leavingtheScotwithabentsteering

armandoutof contention.

Farmerwasthenextmanonthe

move.HavingmuscledpastHaigh,

hethentookDeHaanbeforesetting

aboutreducingthegaptoMinshaw,

whichstoodat14sonlap22.

AsDeHaancontinuedhisresolute

defence,JohnstondemotedHaigh

further,beforeaslowrunthrough

thechicaneallowedRickParfittJr’s

TeamParkerRacingBentleytoswoop

pastthepairof them,2016champion

Johnstonthenretiringafterpunting

thebackof Parfitt.

AfterfollowingtheBentleyforafew

laps,anoverwhelmingsenseof relief

greetedHaighwhenherstintwasover.

“Westillhadajobtodotoday,”she

said.“MaybeIlostmoreplacesthanI

shouldhave,butpeoplewerepulling

somemoveswhichweren’treallyon

andIwasn’tpreparedtoputthecarin

thatsituation,soIbroughtit inandI

knewJonnywouldbeabletodotherest.”

A20-secondpenaltycarriedover

fromtheirvictoryatBrandsHatch

complicatedmattersfurtherandmeant

Adamrejoinedintraffic,althoughan

engineglitchforDeHaan’sco-driver

JonnyCockeronhisoutlapmeant

Adamhadaneasierjobof passing

theLambothanHaighhad.

AMRstablemateDarrenTurner

(Beechdean)wascompliantwhen

Adamcamethroughforfourth,but

RyanRatcliffe,whohadtakenover

theBentleyfromParfitt,wasnotsuch

aneasycustomer.

TheWelshmanstucktohistaskfor

severallapsuntilYelmerBuurman’s

chargingERCMercedes–whichhad

drivenaroundtheoutsideof Adamat

Goddardsontheprevioustour–took

himbysurpriseattheOldHairpin

onlap51,openingthedoorforAdam

tofollowthrough.Oncethere,Adam

wascontenttodropawayfrom

Buurman,knowingfourthwoulddo.

Upahead,NickiThiimhadtakenover

theTFAstonfromFarmerandshowed

alackof Doningtonexperiencewasno

impedimentasheclosedrelentlessly

onKeen,settinganewGT3laprecord

intheprocess.

TheDanetooktheleadattheCraner

Curvesonlap59andlookedsetfor

HAIGH
KEEPS
HER COOL
VICTORY NOT ENOUGH
FOR MINSHAW/KEEN

ROUND-UP

Linus Lundqvist’s grasp on the BRDC British 
Formula 3 Championship suffered a huge 
blow at Donington Park as the Swede endured 
a nightmare weekend, while his main title rival 
Nicolai Kjaergaard took a brace of wins.

Coming into the meeting, Lundqvist held 
a 111-point lead and only needed to extend 
it by a further five points to seal the title, but 
instead his gap has now been cut to just 50 
points with one round at Silverstone remaining 
and around 100 points still on offer depending 
on how many cars take part.

“It’s been a disaster of a weekend, nothing 
has gone right,” rued the teenager. 

Problems with the engine in qualifying put the 
Double R driver in 14th for race one as 
Kjaergaard lined up second behind Carlin 
team-mate Billy Monger, who was racing at 
Donington for the first time since his life-
changing British Formula 4 crash at the 
same circuit last year.

Kjaergaard grabbed the lead off the line 
in wet conditions and won comfortably 

from fellow Carlin driver Jamie Caroline as 
Lundqvist – with a fresh engine – could only 
manage eighth, while Monger salvaged fourth 
after an excursion on to the grass had dropped 
him as low as sixth.

Although the full-reverse grid second 
race was held in the dry it provided even 
more drama to the championship battle.

After a restart following Manuel Maldonado’s 
(Fortec) crash and damage to the Fogarty 
Esses’ sausage kerbs, four cars were involved 
in a pile-up at Redgate including Lundqvist 
who retired on the spot with broken 
suspension. Kjaergaard, who’d taken avoiding 
action through the gravel but rejoined, finished 
10th to further close the gap.

Carlin’s Sun Yue Yang became the ninth 
different winner this season when he took the 
win ahead of Tom Gamble (Fortec) who had 
initially jumped from sixth and into the lead by 
Redgate on the first start.

It would all count for nothing though 
as Gamble was disqualified due to a technical 

infringement – the requisite bolts and 
fixings on the car’s undertray were not all 
applied as per series regulation following 
an engine change.

This promoted Pavan Ravishankar 
(Double R) to second ahead of Hampus 
Ericsson, younger brother to Formula 1 
driver Marcus, who was making his debut 
in British F3 with Fortec.

Things got worse for Lundqvist for the third 
race as with the grid positions based off the 
fastest laps from either race one or two and 
the Swede missing the best of the dry 
conditions, he was forced to start from 16th 
and could only make it to 13th by the flag.

Kjaergaard meanwhile benefited from 
another Monger mistake – this time the 
polesitter ran wide at the Fogarty Esses – 
to snatch the lead and his fifth win of the year.

“That’s what I said to myself, make sure you 
take the championship to Silverstone,” said the 
Danish driver.

Monger salvaged third but was left to 

lament his mistakes which he believed cost him 
two victories. “It’s been an up and down 
weekend but the pace we have had has been 
incredible,” he said.

“I didn’t come here to finish third though 
and with the pace we have had all weekend 
I’m disappointed not to finish first and 
I’m disappointed for everyone here 
supporting me.”

James Kellett took a second Ginetta GT5 
Challenge title to go with his 2015 triumph in 
the first of three races; third place enough to 
clinch the crown as Max Bird took the lead on 
the penultimate lap to win. Kellett finished one 
place higher in race two but was still second 
best to Bird. The champion’s moment came in 
the final race however as, after starting eighth, 
he worked his way through to take the lead on 
the last lap after diving up the inside of Ashley 
Marshall at the Melbourne Hairpin.

Like Kellett, Ant Whorton-Eales also 
secured the Mini Challenge title in the series’ 
first race of the weekend. The former British 

Touring Car Championship driver surged 
through from fourth on the grid to lead by 
Redgate and was never headed.

“I kept an eye on during the green flag lap on 
the top three as I know how hard it is to get any 
rear tyre temperature and I was shocked how 
little work everyone did,” he said.

In the second race Whorton-Eales finished 
second on the road but was given a five-
second penalty for track limits and demoted 
to fourth as Nathan Harrison took victory.

Jamie Bond did just enough to win the VW 
Racing Cup title, despite finishing only 15th 
and 13th respectively. His main rival Ruaridh 
Clark took a sixth and second place but it 
wasn’t enough. Josh Coggan and Mark 
Wakefield took the spoils.

In the Ginetta G40 Cup Tom Golding 
elected to sit out the final round having already 
wrapped up the title allowing Tom Sibley, 
Alistair Barclay and Jack Oliphant to 
take the wins.

Stefan Mackley
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Jack Mitchell left it late to seal

the GT4 title, uncomfortably so.

Running fourth with 20 minutes

to go, his Century Motorsport

team delivered the news that a pit

infringement – the earth cable had

failed to connect when team-mate

Dean Macdonald came in – would

force him to serve a 10-second stop-go

penalty and potentially swing the title

the way of team-mates Ben Green/

Ben Tuck, or Michael O’Brien/

Charlie Fagg’s Tolman McLaren.

Mitchell’s BMW M4 rejoined ninth,

needing to reclaim eighth from Jason

Wolfe’s Invictus Racing Jaguar to

take the crown. But even then glory

wasn’t assured, as Finlay Hutchison’s

Equipe Verschuur McLaren, started

by Dan McKay, and the pursuing Fagg

still had to complete one more lap.

“It was tense because McLaren

were 1-2 and we were all thinking

‘they’re going to swap places’,”

said Century boss Nathan Freke.

“And of course, everyone passed

the chequered flag apart from first

and second, so we were watching

the last lap waiting for the positions

to change. But they didn’t.”

For his part, Mitchell could scarcely

come to terms with the rollercoaster

of emotions.

“Halfway through I had no clue

GT4 TITLE GOES DOWN TO PENALTIES

Mitchell celebrates

with Century team

RESULTS
BRDC British Formula 3 (12 laps) 
1 Nicolai Kjaergaard (Carlin); 2 Jamie 
Caroline (Carlin) +0.752s; 3 Krish 
Mahadik (Double R); 4 Billy Monger 
(Carlin); 5 Kush Maini (Lanan); 6 Ayrton 
Simmons (Chris Dittmann Racing). 
Fastest lap Caroline 1m38.939s 
(90.50mph). Pole Monger. Starters 20. 
Race 2 (8 laps) 1 Sun Yue Yang 
(Carlin); 2 Pavan Ravishankar (Double R) 
+3.743s; 3 Hampus Ericsson (Fortec); 

4 Sasakorn Chaimongkol (Hillspeed); 
5 Mahadik; 6 Simmons. FL Monger 
1m25.832s (104.32mph). P Yang. S 19. 
Race 3 (11 laps) 1 Kjaergaard;
2 Mahadik +2.067; 3 Monger; 4 Jamie 
Chadwick (Douglas Motorsport); 
5 Ericsson; 6 Max Defourny (Douglas). 
FL Kjaergaard 1m25.815s (104.34mph). 
P Monger. S 20. 
Points (after 21/24 rounds) 
1 Lundqvist 496; 2 Kjaergaard 446; 

3 Maini 346; 4 Mahadik 336; 
5 Tom Gamble (Fortec) 316; 
6 Monger 274. 

Ginetta GT5 Challenge
Race 1 & 2: Max Bird
Race 3: James Kellett

Mini Challenge
Race 1: Ant Whorton-Eales
Race 2: Nathan Harrison

Ginetta G40 Cup
Race 1: Tom Sibley
Race 2: Alistair Barclay
Race 3: Jack Oliphant

Volkswagen Racing Cup
Race 1: Josh Coggan
Race 2: Mark Wakefield

Saloon/Sportscar Trophy
Race 1 & 2: Bill Henderson (Radical PR6)

GT4

Haigh/Adam finished fourth which was enough for the championship

McKay/Hutchison 

won GT4 battle

what was going on,” he said. “I’m

usually one to not go on the radio

much and just keep quiet, but

towards the end I was trying to

figure out what I needed to do. It’s

all a bit of a shock to me to be honest.

One point isn’t much, but it just

shows how hard and competitive

this championship is.”

Starting seventh, Mitchell had

never really been in the fight for

victory, unlike polesitters Green/

Tuck, who came into the weekend

10 points behind Mitchell and

carrying a 15s pitstop penalty

from Brands Hatch.

Green initially slipped behind

McKay, but regained the lead

when the McLaren slithered into the

Redgate gravel-trap on oil left by Will

Moore’s Academy Motorsport Aston

Martin. But McKay was on a mission

and soon worked his way back to

the front, passing O’Brien and

Green before the pitstops.

Tuck emerged in fourth, well within

reach of Sennan Fielding’s Steller

Motorsport Toyota, until a drive-

through penalty for passing under

yellow flags relegated him to ninth.

Although Tuck fought back to fifth at

the flag, gaining another place from

Mitchell’s penalty, it was to no avail

and the #42 crew missed out on the

title by a single point, with O’Brien/

Fagg just two points behind

Mitchell in third.

Up ahead, Joe Osborne snuck past

Fielding at the Fogarty Esses to

claim the final podium spot and

Pro-Am victory with David Pattison

two laps from home.

A “catastrophic” oil pump failure,

as Martin Plowman put it, accounted

for the RJN Nissan he shared with

Kelvin Fletcher early on, leaving

the Team Parker Racing Mercedes

of Scott Malvern and Nick Jones

free to claim the Pro-Am title –

a first for Malvern since Formula

Renault BARC in 2012.

But the outcome appeared anything

but straightforward at the end of the

first lap, when Jones spun onto the

grass avoiding contact at the Craner

Curves between the McLarens of

Lewis Proctor and Adam Balon.

Without damage, Jones brought

it back to Malvern, who made

good use of the shorter pitstop

to finish third in Pro-Am.

“I’m gutted for [Nissan] because

we’ve been really close all year,” said

Malvern. “It feels good to win again –

it’s not going to do me many favours

for getting my driver grading down to

Silver, but I’ll take the championship

over the grading!”

Lundqvist (r) retires in race two as title rival Kjaergaard (l) avoids trouble

Minshaw leads

from the start

British GT Championship GT3 (73 laps) 1 Jon Minshaw/Phil
Keen (Barwell Motorsport Lamborghini Huracan); 2 Mark Farmer/
Nicki Thiim (TF Sport Aston Martin V12 Vantage) +29.594s; 3 Lee
Mowle/Yelmer Buurman (ERC Sport Mercedes-AMG GT3); 4 Flick
Haigh/Jonny Adam (Optimum Motorsport Aston); 5 Andrew
Howard/Darren Turner (Beechdean AMR Aston); 6 Sam De Haan/
Jonny Cocker (Barwell Lamborghini). Fastest lap Thiim 1m28.196s
(101.52 mph). Pole Minshaw/Keen. Starters 12. Points (after
7/7rounds) 1 Adam/Haigh 167.5; 2 Keen/Minshaw 159.5; 3
Thiim/Farmer 148; 4 Buurman/Mowle 133.5; 5 Turner/Howard
102.5; 6 Marco Sorensen/Derek Johnston (TF Sport Aston) 98.

GT4 (70 laps) 1 Dan McKay/Finlay Hutchison (Equipe Verschuur
McLaren 570S GT4); 2 Michael O’Brien/Charlie Fagg (Tolman
Motorsport McLaren) +21.244s; 3 David Pattison/Joe Osborne
(Tolman Motorsport McLaren); 4 Richard Williams/Sennan Fielding
(Steller Motorsport Toyota GT86); 5 Ben Green/Ben Tuck (Century
Motorsport BMW M4 GT4); 6 Patrik Matthiesen/Callum Pointon
(HHC Motorsport Ginetta G55 GT4). Fastest lap McKay 1m36.102s
(93.17 mph). Pole Green/Tuck. Starters 19.
Points (after 7/7 rounds) 1 Jack Mitchell (Century Motorsport
BMW) 124; 2 Tuck/Green 123; 3 Fagg/O’Brien 122; 4 Pointon/
Matthiesen 116.5; 5 Matt Nicoll-Jones/Will Moore (Academy
Motorsport Aston Martin) 87; 6 Pattison/Osborne 82.5.

 RESULTSvictory – despite briefly losing the 

lead when baulked by Struan Moore’s 

Nissan on the penultimate lap – until a 

30-second penalty for exceeding track 

limits dropped the #11 car to second, 

Thiim only receiving the message 

after performing a victory celebration 

donut on the slowing down lap.

 “It was a bit annoying, I got the 

message 20 minutes before the end that 

we were on the limit of  track limits, so 

I completely backed off,” he said. “It 

would have been nice to end it on the 

top but it was good fun.”

 Nonetheless, it was a fitting 

swansong for the V12 Vantage, 

which has racked up 22 wins in the 

championship since 2012. The 

ringing endorsement from 

Lemmer spoke volumes.

 “I’m glad to see the back of  the old 

V12 to be honest, it’s more or less 

impossible to beat it here.”
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FEATURE

ITVcommentatorandformer

champion Tim Harvey thinks

that Saturday afternoon willbe

vital for the outcome of the series. 

The 30-minute qualifying session 

will set the backdrop for the events 

to come and Turkington will go 

into it with 75kg of  success ballast, 

compared to 66kg for Ingram.

“For Colin, it is probably the most 

important qualifying session of  the 

year,” says Harvey. “You can’t really 

make a plan for what’s to come until 

you’ve worked out where you are for 

the start of  race one. Colin will have 

to see where Tom is and then play his 

cards from there. He just needs to 

keep Ingram in sight and then he can 

judge what to do. But the good thing 

for Colin is that he doesn’t have to go 

on the attack. He can play a measured 

game and judge what his rival is 

doing. He doesn’t need to take risks – 

and Turkington is superb at playing 

the game too. He was stressed going 

into the last rounds at Silverstone, 

but you wouldn’t have known 

because he is a cool character. He 

never lets it show. He has been here 

before,andheknowswhatittakes.

Thatwillgivehimanadvantage.”

Turkington’s34-pointadvantage

will be a crucial factor in determining 

the Northern Irishman’s approach. 

Sometimes it is harder to drive to 

percentages. Ingram will have the 

gloves off  and simply have to go 

for it, while Turkington can be 

more circumspect. 

Shedden says that he would rather 

be in the BMW man’s shoes going 

to Brands. “I would rather be the 

hunted than the hunter in this 

situation, because that means you 

have been successful and you already 

have the points on the board,” he 

says. “It means that you have already 

got that in your pocket to fall back on 

if  the worst does happen – and it can.”

While Turkington might be on the 

defensive, 25-year-old Ingram will 

have a totally different mindset. He 

has a huge task, but one that he will 

simply not give up on. For him, it 

will be the most important weekend 

of his already decorated career. His 

tactic will be to go for broke.

 “I think that Tom has been 

employingthattacticforthe last 

fewroundsanywaybecause he has 

hadtotokeephimself inthe picture,” 

saysShedden.“ButIthink Tom will 

probablybethemorerelaxed of  the 

twogoingintoBrandsHatch. He 

knowsitisalongshot.If he were a 

coupleof pointsbehind,then the 

pressurewouldbemore.But because 

heissofarback,therereally is 

nothingtolose.Deepdown in his 

heart,hewillknowthathe needs 

somethingunusualtohappen to turn 

itaroundandwinthetitle, so he can 

justdothejobhenormally does and 

lettheresttakecareof itself.”

Harveyagreesthatall-out attack 

isIngram’skeyfactor.The three-

time race winner in 2018 has yet to 

experience the pressure of  a title 

showdown, but his position means 

that he has a lot of  cards in his favour.

“We know that Tom, without ballast 

weight in his car, is the fastest man 

out there at the moment,” says 

Harvey. “He has got the tools to do 

the job. But we will really see what 

he is about this weekend. He is going 

up against Colin, and there are very 

few weaknesses in Turkington’s 

armoury. Ingram will have to give it 

everything, push on to his maximum, 

and then let fate do the rest. If  you 

haven’t been in a showdown before, 

there can be an element of  

desperation that creeps in. This is 

what these guys live for: it is there 

whole life, it is the biggest thing they 

can achieve. They’ve worked for it 

for their entire careers and if  you 

haven’t won it before, it’s massive. 

That is where the pressure can get 

to you. It will be fascinating to see 

how Ingram copes.” 

Two drivers will go toe-to-toe at Brands Hatch for the ultimate prize. By Matt James

T
heBritish
TouringCar
Championship
iscomingdown
toatwo-way
shootoutat
BrandsHatch

thisweekend.Threeraceswill
decidethedestinyof the2018
crown,andthemainplayers
willbeColinTurkingtoninthe
WSRBMW125iMSportand
TomIngramintheSpeedworks
MotorsportToyotaAvensis.

TomChilton’sMotorbaseFord

Focushasamathematicalchanceof

overall glory, but he would require 

something seismic to happen to 

claim the silverware. Realistically, 

its Turkington vs Ingram for the 

biggest prize in UK motorsport.

Turkington heads to Kent in 

search of  his third overall title and 

he has a healthy 34-point buffer at 

the top of  the table, while Ingram, 

the reigning Independents Trophy 

holder, is gunning for his first.

The pressure-cooker environment 

of  a three-race showdown at Brands 

is something unique in motorsport. 

Three races offer up 67 points, and 

the many factors at play in the BTCC 

– including success ballast, reversed 

grids and option tyres – mean that 

the path to silverware rarely 

runs smoothly.

That is something that three-

time BTCC title winner Gordon 

Shedden knows only too well. He 

has been in all positions: he has 

been the hunter and the hunted 

in his dramatic successes in 2012, 

2015 and 2016 aboard his Team 

DynamicsHondaCivic.

Heknowsthisweekendwillbea

cauldronforthoseinvolved.He

thinks,though,thatTurkington

isintheboxseats.

“AllColinhastodoisrunaround

behindTomandthenthetitleishis;

thatwouldbemyapproach!”says

Shedden.“ButtheBTCCalways

hasawayof deliveringsomedrama,

asIknowverywell.LookatAndrew

Jordanwhenhewonitin2013:he

was35pointsaheadof meand34

pointsclearof everyoneelsegoing

intotheshowdownatBrandsHatch

and,intheend,Ifinishedonlyseven

pointsbehindhimbecausehehada

nightmare in race two. These things 

can happen.

“Colin and Tom could qualify on 

the front row, but it only takes one 

little thing. Imagine if  someone hits 

Colin in race one and breaks his 

suspension. He will be at the back 

of  the grid for race two with Tom up 

thefront.Thenitisalltoplayfor.”

Ingram (l) and 

Turkington (r) will battle

Turkington is a two-time champ Ingram wants his first overall title

THE CONTENDERS

Colin Turkington
Age: 36
2018 BTCC wins: 1
2018 BTCC podiums: 10 
Track record: Serial points collector. When the 
car hasn’t been at its best, Turkington has picked 
up what he can from each meeting and has kept the 
tally ticking over, despite some unreliability earlier 
in the season. Calm, clean and unflustered racer 
and he has been here and done it already. 

Turkington says: “I am going to be better 
prepared for this weekend than I ever have been. That 
is my focus. No stone will be unturned. I will look at 
what Ingram’s doing, but it is all about my performance. 
I need to be absolutely at my best, and I will try 
everything to make sure I am. I have a points advantage, 
but I want an even bigger one after race one. I will put 
everything into this, because I want it so much.”

Tom Ingram
Age: 25
2018 BTCC wins: 3
2018 BTCC podiums: 9
Track record: A revelation in the Toyota. The 
Avensis, shorn of weight, is potent and Ingram has 
shown that he belongs among the BTCC elite. It is 
a long shot to win the title, but he has all the attributes 
at his disposal. His hunger for the title is clear and he 
will not leave anything on the table in terms of effort.

Ingram says: “All I can do is go for it, put the heat 
on Colin and hope he makes a mistake – even 
though this is Colin we are talking about! As long 
as I do the best job I can, I know I have had a good 
season and what happens from there, we will see. 
I need to just put it all on the line, and I am very 
prepared to do that. It’s maximum attack from me, 
and that is the way I like it. I really want this title.”

Colin Turkington has landed big points Tom Ingram was a winner at Silverstone

“This title 
is their 

ti lif ”

POINTS
British Touring Car Championship
NO DRIVER TEAM CAR PTS 

1 Colin Turkington WSR  BMW 125i M Sport 300
2 Tom Ingram Speedworks Motorsport  Toyota Avensis 266
3 Tom Chilton Motorbase Performance  Ford Focus 236
4 Ash Sutton Team BMR  Subaru Levorg 227
5 Adam Morgan Ciceley Motorsport   Mercedes-Benz A-Class 227
6 Josh Cook Power Maxed Racing Vauxhall Astra 222

Points: 20-17-15-13-11-10-9-8-7-6-5-4-3-2-1. One point for pole for race one, one point for fastest lap and one point for leading a lap
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Historic Touring Cars
Race 1: Adrian Oliver (Hillman Imp)
Race 2: Steve Platts (Singer Chamois)

Classic F3/URS FF2000
Race 1: Chris Lord (Van Diemen RF82)
Race 2: Paul Smith (Ralt-VW RT3)

Historic Road Sports
Race 1: Kevin Kivlochan (Morgan +8)
Race 2: John Davison (Lotus Elan S1)

70s Road Sports
Race 1: Will Leverett (Lotus Europa)
Race 2: Jeremy Clark (Lotus Elan S4)

Classic Clubmans
Races 1&2: Mark Charteris (Mallock Mk20/21)

Historic Formula Ford 2000
Race 1: Paul Allen (Reynard SF79)
Race 2: Andrew Park (Reynard SF81)

Historic Formula Ford 1600
Races 1&2: Cameron Jackson (Lola T200)

Heritage Formula Ford
Richard Tarling (Jamun M92)

Historic Formula Junior, front-engined
Alex Morton (Condor-Ford S2)

Ford Escort 50th Anniversary
Races 1&2: Daniel Brown (Mk2)

WINNERS
Platts (l) won the second

Historic Touring Car race

Hillman Impderivatives ruled
the roostonBrandsHatch’s
IndycircuitasSaturday’s rain
changed theHistoricTouring
Carchampionship’sdynamic.
Gunning fora fourth title, points
leaderAdrianOliverand reigning
champStevePlatts (Singer
Chamois) capitalisedon their
rear-enginedcars’ traction,
winningonceapieceasmore
powerfuloppositionwasblunted.

WhentheforecastraincameOliver

andMikeGardiner(LotusCortina)

shotpast frontrowqualifiersRick

Belcher(Cortina)andBobBullen

(Anglia105E)atthestartof theopener

andstayedthere,withPlattsawarded

thirdwhenLarryWarr(CooperS)was

amongthreeMinimenexcludedfor

technical infringements.

Oliverfelloff atSurteesonlapone

of thesequel,advantagingPlatts,but

hurtledbacktosecondbehindSteve,

retrievinghiscarfromextravagant

anglesashepassedGardiner.“Those

twoguysaresogood,theydeservedto

win,”saidGardiner.Bullen–withtwo

winsinamorepopulousclass, thus

scoringhigherthanOliver–isnow

favouritetolandafirstcrown.

URSFormulaFord2000stalwart

ChrisLord’storquierPinto-powered

VanDiemenRF82outsprintedthe

ClassicF3sfromP9inSaturday’swet

conditions,returning’17champion

GaiusGhinn(RaltRT3)andearly

leaderRichardTrott (ChevronB43)

runningtheDevonianclosesthaving

shuffledimpressiveMarch803debutant

AdrianLangridgebacktofourth.

OnSunday’salmostdrytrack,astripe

of dampasphaltafterClearwayscaught

outTrottandHughPrice(ChevronB38),

spinningthemintothepitwall.Paul

Smithwasontopformthough.He

steamedhisRaltRT3throughfrom

fifth,passingLangridgeontheoutside

atPaddockthenblitzedGhinnfor

victory.Afterfraughtweekends, title

protagonistsKeithWhiteandPat

Gormley’sstatusquoremained.

Sunday’sHistoricRoadSports

double-headerfeaturedKevin

KivlochangrowlinghisMorgan+8

awayfromJohnDavison’sLotusElan

inthewetmorningrace. Itdriedforthe

secondstanza,however, thusDavison

re-shodhiscarwithYokohamasand

racedtobothvictoryandthepreviously

elusivetitlearoundearly.The

WitchamptonGarageElansof Larry

KennedyandRobertRowehadkept

Davisononhistoesintheopener.

Outdraggedbysecondrowstarters

JimDean(LotusEuropa)andJohn

Williams(Porsche911SC)atthestart,

WillLeverett (Europa)stillwonthe

’70sRoadSportsopenerinwhich

outgoingchampCharlesBarter–

fromthebackinhisDatsun240Z–

smotethetyrewallatGrahamHill

Bend.Leverett’senginecutoutatthe

startracetwo,butonceunderwayhe

Billericay’sSeanBrownhasraced

fastFordsfordonkeys’years,andsons

DanielandRobertsharehispassion

fortheirstunningly-preparedBrown

&GeesonEscorts.Havingfinished

1-2-3onBrandsHatch’sGPcircuit

earlierthisyeartheyrepeatedonthe

IndylayoutwhentheEscort’s50th

Anniversarywascelebratedcloseto

homeandFord’sDagenhamfactory.

Presidedoverbyfactorydriversof

theearly’70sBelgianYvetteFontaine

andFordcompetitionmanagerStuart

Turner’sprotegeeGillianFortescue-

Thomas,theEscortracesattracted21

entries.Duringdemonstrations,Henry

Mann,sonof thelateAlan,droveXOO

349F,FrankGardner’s’68winner,

alongsideJackieOliver’ssistercar

XOO347FwithPaulTrotterup.An

ex-worksMk1rallycar–victoriousin

OveAnderssonandRogerClark’shands

–tooktothetrackalso,butanex-Hans

HeyerZakspeedMk2endedinthegravel.

CurrentGTracerDanBrowngrabbed

polepositionforraceoneintheB&G

team’s2.5-litreMk2,butitwasas

muchaboutthehomologatedRS1800s,

RS1600sandlower-speccedMexicos

andRS2000s.DutchmenJanWillem

OosterhagenandMarcelFrijlinkwere

welcomevisitors,theformer’sorange

RS2000Mk1soundinggloriouswith

itsstraightthroughexhaust.

YoungBrownwonbothraces,cutting

a57.395sbestinthedampopener,in

whichhebeathisdadandbrother.

“TheMichelintyresweusearejust

unbelievable, [it’s] likedrivinginthe

dryattimes,”hesaid.Heimprovedto

51.585s(84.30mph)lateronanalmost

drysurface.“We’vedonelow50sona

warmerday,butjustbeingherewas

importanttous.”

DanMintonchargedtosecondthen,

splittingtheBrownsintheRS2000

SpecialSaloonwhichfatherSteveand

uncleDalebuilt in1979–originallywith

adroop-snootbutnowflat-fronted–sold

in’98andboughtback.Therace-long

battleforfifthbetweenTonyPaxman

(Mk1)andMalcolmHarding(Castrol

ZakspeedMk2clone),withBenGill’s

JollyClub/MartinoFinottoBroadspeed

Mk1inpursuitentertainedspectators.

MarkFreemantle–whoswitchedhorses

fromZakspeedMk2toMk1between

races–andClassicTouringCarRacing

ClubracerStephenPrimettranstrongly

inthechase,whichfeaturedOosterhagen

intheinitialouting.DanielRyanjust

beatIainRowleyforClassDhonours

intheirMexicoversusRS2000tussle.

HILLMAN IMPS DEFY THE ODDS TO
TAKE THE SPOILS IN THE RAIN

rocketeduptheorderonlytospinat

ClarkCurvewhenhiselectricsfailed

again.Upfront,JeremyClarkwas

mortifiedtotapleaderDeanintoaspin

atClearways, thenwinfromWilliams

andDean.

Onelderlywets,doubleHistoric

FF2000 championAndyPark

rotatedapproachingraceone’sgrid.

Gripless, theCumbrianwaspassed

byex-CaterhamracerPaulAllen–

secondtohiminthetable,butnotyet

apodiumfinisher–andJasonRedding

longbeforeasafetycar,deployedwhen

IanPearsonspunoff atClearways

whilepursuingmeritoriouswinner

Allen.Reddinggrabbedsecondfrom

Parkatthegreen.Onnewrubber,

ParkwonSunday’sopenerfromAllen

andSteveGlasswellwhoserisefrom

20thtothirdwasscintillating.

CameronJacksonannexedthe

HistoricFF1600 pointsleadwith

anotherdoublevictory,matching

BenMitchell’s tallyof sixwinsin

trickyconditions,althoughshadow

MitchellwasaggrievedwhenJackson’s

lappingof Rudolf Ernst’sTitanunder

wavedyellowflagsonSaturdaywent

unpunished.Mitchellspunoutatthe

footof PaddockonSunday,hisfirst

non-finish, leavingJackson–who

hadspunatClearwaysonthewarm-

uplaps–tobeatCaterhamaceClive

Richards,whomarkedhisHFFdebut

withabrilliantsecond,BenTusting

andtopqualifierCallumGrant.

ClassicClubmanswastheusual

two-horseraceinwhichMark

Charterisbrokethe49secondbarrier

inovercomingJohnHarrisonand

FF1600-enginedstarCliveWoodkept

theotherA-SportmanAlanCook

busy.Sunday’soutingonadrying

track–watchedby’70schampionNoel

Stanbury–washugelyentertaining

astheleaderscarvedthroughatrain

embroilingBarryWebb,DaveFacer,

AdamPatterson,BrianHunterand

PhilipHart.WebbandPattersonwere

Wood’srunners-up.

GuestinginJamunbossTony

Mundy’sM92,currentHFFchampion

RichardTarlingworkedhardtorepel

OliverWhite(VanDiemenRF88) in

WalterHayesTrophyfounderJames

Beckett’ssoggyPre-’93Heritage

FormulaFord seasonal finale.

PippedtopoleinthewetbyElva-BMC

100-mountedRobinLackford,Alex

Morton(CondorS2)dominatedthe

dryseven-carfront-enginedFormula

Juniorbout,beatingRobinLongdon

whojoined-inpost-practicewithhis

NewZealand-boundLolaMk2.

Lord took the opening URS Formula Ford 2000 win inVan Diemen RF82

Daniel Brown (c) took a pair of wins, battling with his brother and father

Browns to the fore as golden anniversary of the Ford Escort is celebrated
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BrianArculustookhisLotusElitetoadominant
winbyoveraminuteintheFISCARracefor
1950scars.It’sacarwellaccustomedtobeating
thoseofitseraandevenfromlaterones.“It’s
justadelightfullittlethingonthetrack,”said
Arculus.“[Colin]Chapmandidverywellwith
thisdesignbecauseit’ssoadvanced,when
youputitinthecategoryof1950sand,even
with1200cc,itcanbeatthebigstuff.”

JulianMajzubinhis1927BugattiType35Bwon
theVintageRacingCarsandSpecialPre-war
CarsraceandtooktheWilliamsTrophyfor
thethirdtime.TheprizeisnamedafterWilliam
Grover-Williamsanditwashighlyappropriate
asMajzubwasdrivingtheverycarinwhich
WilliamshadhisfirsteverBugattiworksdrive,
inthe1927BritishGrandPrixatBrooklands.

RACING REPORTS

SNETTERTON: CMMC/VSCC BY GRAHAM KEILLOH SEPTEMBER 22/23
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Caterham Roadsports
Race 1: James
Murphy
Race 2: Daniel French

Caterham 310R
Race 1: Gordon
Sawyer
Race 2: Lee Bristow

Caterham 270R
Race 1: Chris Bates
Race 2: Jay
McCormack

Caterham Academy
White: Dan Piper
Green: Justin Heap

Autumn Trophy:

Justin Heap

Caterham 420R
Races 1 & 2: John
Byrne

Fiesta
Championship
Race 1: Samuel
Watkins
Race 2&3: Harry
Gooding

Fiesta Junior
Race 1&2: Magnus
Kriklywi

Sports 2000
Tom Stoten (Gunn
TS11)

WINNERS

Murphy took Roadsport

title by a single point

If James Murphy did not have a
favourite corner in motorsport,
Silverstone’s Club chicane may
now hold that honour.

The finest margins separated

victory from defeat in theCaterham

Roadsportchampionship, Murphy’s

winning cushion just one point. A

mere 0.02s was the margin of defeat

for Daniel French while Tom Allen

snatched his fastest lap point in race

two, which French dominated by 26s.

Murphy’s defining moment

arguably came in race one, as he

hunted down wet weather specialist

French in inclement conditions and

grabbed a last-lap victory with a bold

lunge under braking for Club.

“Dan is the benchmark in the wet,”

said Murphy. “That’s why making

that move makes me so proud.”

Murphy required second from a

tense 12-car squabble in race two as

French romped clear, but Daniel

Halstead’s late spin at Stowe delayed

and denied him. Bizarrely, a season-

worst result became Murphy’s

dropped score as a blessing, meaning

winner French surrendered the title

simply by not securing fastest lap.

Uncertainty also surrounded

310R title honours after two

entertaining contests. Gordon

Sawyer fended off Chris Hutchinson

in a damp opener and thought he was

champion after taking the flag first

again in race two, but a track limits

penalty dropped him to fourth.

Hutchinson’s third place in race

two was enough, despite believing

he’d lost the title after falling behind

winner Lee Bristow and Speedworks

youngster Tom Grensinger.

Fourth place in the opening270R

race was enough to put Team BRIT’s

Jamie Falvey out of reach, beating

nearest rival Jay McCormack. “It’s

been an awesome effort,” said

champion Falvey.

Chris Bates waded past the fast-

starting Falvey to win the restarted

race, red-flagged initially to remove

Matt Topham and John Styring’s

stricken cars. Mission complete,

former Royal Marine Commando

Falvey opted out of a thrilling

second race where the narrative

surrounded the fight for second

in the championship.

That honour, and a hard-fought

win, went to McCormack – coached

by 2008 British GT champion Jon

Barnes – as he narrowly edged

rival Pete Walters.

Academy titles were also decided

in favour of Justin Heap and Chris

Moore. Heap recovered from a

sluggish start on the damper inside

line to clinch the Green group after

dispatching Lars Alexander

Hoffmann, also winning the non-

championship Autumn Trophy

race. White group spoils went to

Moore who allowed the attacking

Gregory Monks and race winner

Dan Piper by to seal his own fate.

With the420R title already sealed

by Danny Winstanley, his absence

gifted John Byrne an open goal.

“In the wet I just feel relaxed – I

love it,” said Byrne as he left a five-

car tussle 17s behind in race one

before doubling up on Sunday. Sean

Byrne and Richard Ainscough’s

last-lap race one collision handed

William Smith third behind Stephen

Nuttall, Smith going one better to

trail John Byrne in race two.

In non-Caterham action, Harry

Gooding did his Fiesta title chances

no harm by concluding with a

confident victory from Simon

Horrobin, who recovered strongly

after Myles Baker turned him

around at Club.

Prior to that, Samuel Watkins

started brightest with a wet

triumph after a “terrible” start

from polesitter Ollie Hunt, while

Gooding inherited the race-two

win after Jake Dawson was stripped

of the victory post-race for contact.

MURPHY MAKES A LAST-
LAP WINNING PASS

McCormack (r) had close battle withWalters (l) in 270R,but Falvey took the title

SILVERSTONE: BRSCC BY DAN MASON SEPTEMBER 22/23
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Tin Tops/
Modified Saloons
Race 1&2: Alex
Sidwell (Holden
Commodore)

Intermarque
Championship
Race 1: Chris
Brockhurst
(Vauxhall Tigra)
Race 2: Lewis
Smith (Vauxhall
Tigra)

Pre-1961 Racing
Cars
Gareth Burnett
(Alta 2 Litre)

Mike Stripe
Team Race
‘Pip, Squeak and
Wilfred’: Fred
Boothby (MG J2)/
Chris Cadman (MG
Monthlere Midget)/
Hamish McNinch
(MG PA 2Str)

500cc F3
Race 1&2: George
Shackleton
(Cooper Mk11)

FISCAR & Pre 66
Brian Arculus
(Lotus Elite)

Vintage Racing
Cars & Special
Pre-war
Sportscars
Julia Majzub
(Bugatti Type 35B)

Motorsport
School Modern
Challenge

Andrew Wareing
(Lotus Europa)

Jaguar Challenge
Guy Connew/
James Ramm
(XJ6)

Archie Scott
Brown Trophy
Anthony Ditheridge
(Cooper Monaco)

British
Thoroughbreds
Tyrone White
(MGB Roadster)

Motorsport
School Sports v
Saloons
Andrew Wareing
(Lotus Europa)

Standard &
Modified Pre-war
Sportscars
Christopher Mann
(Alfa Romeo
Monza)

Short Scratch for
Pre-war Cars
Patrick Blakeney-
Edwards (Frazer
Nash Super Sports)

Classic Ferrari
Race 1&2: Tristan
Simpson
(F355 Challenge)

Short Handicap
Race for
Pre-war Cars
Nick Hayward-Cook
(Austin 7
Monoposto)

RACEWINNERS

Race-one puncture

was followed by win

MIXED WEEKEND FOR
SMITH AT SNETTERTON

The latest British Automobile 

Racing Club Intermarque meeting 

at Snetterton was a topsy-turvy 

affair. Points leader heading into 

the weekend, Malcolm Blackman, 

missed both races with a valve 

guide problem, while Lewis Smith’s 

Vauxhall Tigra led most of  race one 

but got a puncture, letting Chris 

Brockhurst’s Tigra triumph.

Brockhurst couldn’t get to the race 

two grid with a battery problem and 

Smith won that race comfortably, 

rising from ninth to lead by Turn 2. “I 

thought it was going to be a bit greasy 

to start with but we seemed to make it 

work,” Smith said. Steve Burrows’ 

Peugeot 206cc finished second twice 

and takes the championship lead.

It was a fruitful meeting for BARC 

Tin Tops table leader Rikki Taylor. 

He finished third in class in race 

one when his Ford Fiesta stuck in 

fourth gear, but in race two’s damp 

conditions he inherited the win 

when Dan Fisher’s Honda Civic had 

a spectacular engine blow-up. Fisher 

had dominated race one from pole.

“It was an excellent day,” said rain 

specialist Taylor. “I look at the rain 

and could have a party in the car! It’s 

given me a nice jump in the points.”

Alex Sidwell’s Holden Commodore 

got both Modified Saloon wins while 

championship leader Rod Birley’s 

meeting ended three laps into race 

one with wheel bearing failure. 

The Vintage Sports-Car Club held 

its final 2018 Formula Vintage round 

the next day, in treacherous conditions.

Gareth Burnett in an Alta 2 Litre 

won the race for Pre-1961 cars, and 

with it claimed the longstanding 

Historic Seaman Trophy. Simon 

Diffley was next home in his 1955 

Connaught Type B and got the 

Flockhart Trophy for post-war cars.

“I’ve never driven a race that’s been 

so slippery – in a car that isn’t very 

good in the wet!” Burnett said. “I got 

the feel of  the track very quickly.”

The meeting also featured the 

Mike Stripe Team race, for teams 

of  three cars whose times were 

aggregated with a handicap then 

applied. Participants included a 

team of  young drivers, two in Frazer 

Nashes and one in an MG. It was won 

by ‘Pip, Squeak and Wilfred’ made up 

of  Fred Boothby, Chris Cadman and 

Hamish McNinch, all driving MGs.

George Shackleton’s Cooper MK11 

took both races for 500cc Formula 3 

cars, in the first one prevailing in a 

close battle with Stuart Wright’s 

Cooper, passing on the final lap.
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PeugeotdriverWestjoinsPanizziandDelecourintherecordbooks.ByJackBenyon

MN CIRCUIT RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP REVIEW
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FIRST CIRCUIT RALLY
TITLE FOR WEST
T

his year, Chris 
West joined a 
very exclusive 
club. The 
Middlesex driver 
joined Gilles 
Panizzi and 

Francois Delecour in becoming a 
champion in the Peugeot 306 Maxi 
after winning the Motorsport 
News Circuit Rally Championship.

West’s Peugeot 306 Maxi is powered 

by a few more horses than in Panizzi 

and Delecour’s day thanks to an uprated 

engine, but given his opposition, the 

car still needed to be threaded between 

the tyres perfectly to have any hope 

of  winning the title in the racing-track 

based series. And he did such a good 

job that he won it with a round to spare. 

West’s 306 is an ex-Panizzi and Delecour 

testing car and, although it has been 

heavily modified since then, it still 

has all the noise, explosive change of  

direction and the constant hum of a 

gearchange through the seven-speed 

box that it always has. Fans of  the 

championship were in for a treat 

this year as the front-wheel-drive car 

mixed it with a host of  high-powered 

Ford Escort Mk2 missiles. Having 

won the last two titles, this time the 

Escorts were all defeated. Co-driver 

Keith Hounslow didn’t need to 

encourage the excitable West on, 

he didn’t need any extra motivation 

to end Escort dominance. 

The pair took maximum points on 

three events – the Neil Howard, 

Knockhill and Snetterton Stages, to 

wrap up the title early, becoming the 

first crew to do so in the championship’s 

three-season history. He did it using 

scuffed, elderly tyres, worn driveshafts 

and a perennially empty pocket. 

But West’s determination, will 

and vigour were not to be defeated. 

However, for all the praise of  West, 

second placed-man Mark Kelly 

deserves almost equal credit. The 

Mk2 driver started with the top-spec 

car in 2017 for the first time and 

impressed with his mighty speed, 

winning the Brands Hatch and Alan 

Healy Memorial Stages at Cadwell 

Park respectively. More consistency 

next year and he will be a title threat, 

a 10th at Knockhill and a fifth at the 

earlier Cadwell event proving his 

undoing as West didn’t finish outside 

of  the top three in the points all year.

The real surprise was third-place 

man Ian Woodhouse, who wasn’t the 

ever-present threat for victories he had 

been in the 2016-17 season, of  which 

he was the overall champion. Without 

Paul Swift, Woodhouse’s challenger 

last year, he appeared out of  sorts and 

went winless despite two triumphs on 

his way to the title the season before. 

Alan Kirkaldy – in an R5 guest 

drive at Anglesey – and ‘Juicy’ Bruce 

Edwards were event-winning points-

scoring interlopers, but didn’t 

complete the full season and didn’t 

get a chance to show off  their pace 

all year.  Honourable mentions go to 

Dane Walker and Paul Sheard for 

brilliant overall results (see right).

Edwards could return next season – 

which starts in November at the 

Neil Howard Stages at Oulton on the 

third of  the month – but he’ll face stiff  

opposition. Mainly from West – with 

fresh Michelin tyre backing and a new 

engine from Smith and Jones – and an 

ever-improving Kelly who, if  consistent, 

will fight West all the way. And there’s 

always another challenger or two who 

come out of the woodwork and take the 

regulars down to the wire. It will no 

doubt be another fascinating affair. 

Class A 
Aaron Rix will never want to look at a TV again as his roll 
has made just about every video highlights reel from the 
championship this year. But the last laugh is on everybody 
else as the car was repaired adequately and steered brilliantly 
to class success. With Rob Cook alongside, the pairing 
took a phenomenal seventh in the championship in the 
1400cc machine. David McMullan’s Vauxhall Nova missed 
out by just seven points.

Class B
At the third time of asking, Paul Sheard finally sealed the 
Class B championship in his Mazda MX-5, despite giving 
his car up to touring car ace Paul O’Neill at Oulton Park and 
Anglesey. His fifth in the championship was all the more 
impressive after missing those two rounds in the 1600cc 
car. Because Sheard had different navigators through the 
season, Jamie MacTavish took the co-driver’s Class B title, as 
his driver Ashleigh Morris took second in the class standings. 

Class C 
Dane Walker and Dave Boyes marked a first full season in the 
championship with some brilliant performances in Class C 
and fourth in the overall championship, with three class 
wins out of eight. The likeable pair of Cathy Sewart and Colin 
Stephens scored a best championship result with second 
in class. Josh Davey had been on course to challenge for 
the overall title as well as the class but an unsourceable 
replacement part for his Darrian ruled him out after Christmas. 

Class D1
Chris West and Keith Hounslow topped D1 and Mark Kelly 
was second but were ineligible due to receiving top three 
overall awards, and Ian Woodhouse’s Michelin Cup win also 
ruled him out. So the class win went to Ciro Carannante in his 
first season in his 2.9-litre Porsche Cayman, which ran near-
standard as more updates will come for next season.

Class D2 
John Stone topped the D2 class in his 2.5-litre Millington-
powered Ford Fiesta after a ding-dong battle with John 
Marshall’s Subaru. The latter’s co-driver, Scott Crawford, 
won the D2 co-driver’s championship, despite the pairing 
missing the last two rounds after an engine failure ruled them 
out of the Stone fight. Stone’s co-driver wasn’t registered. 

CLASS ROUND-UP

Giantkilling Ka of Aaron Rix

Mazda MX-5 of Paul Sheard

Carannante inherited D1

Stone’s 

Fiesta S2500

Mark Kelly impressed in first full season in faster Escort

Woodhouse won the Michelin Cup to salvage his seasonNew champion 

was dominant

Dane Walker: 

Class C win
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AL-ATTIYAH LOOKS TO WORLD RX
Qatari looks to mixed-surface future after positive test session in Skoda Fabia

ByHalRidge

Two-timeDakarwinnerand
formerWorldRallydriver
NasserAl-Attiyah isclosing
onadeal to raceaSkoda
Fabia in theWorldRallycross
Championshipnextseason.

TheOlympicmedallistdrove

ESMotorsport’snewFabia

SupercarattheBikernieki

circuitinLatvialastweek

alongsideKevinAbbring,

theformerHyundaiWRC

driverworkingastestdriver

forthesquad.

TheteamusedtheLatvian

circuitforitsfirsttesttocompare

timeswiththeWorldRXevent

fromthepreviousweekendand

washappywithitsperformance.

“Tobehonestit’sgone

betterthanexpected,”team

managerRamunasFetingis

toldMotorsportNews.“Already

fromtheveryfirstlapsIcan

tellyouthatwecangettothe

EuropeanChampionship

finals,soit’squiteOKforus.

We’rereallyhappy.”

TheLithuaniansquadis

workingwithAl-Attiyahto

finaliseplanstocontest

WorldRX.

“Nasserisreallygoodin

otherracesandhe’senjoying

therallycrosscarnow,”said

Fetingis.“Wedidn’tsignthe

contractyet,butwearereally

confidentthatwewillseeanew

faceinWorldRXnextyear.I

cannotofficiallyannouncethat

Nasseriscomingbutheisreally

happywiththecar,withthe

teamandwearehappywithhis

performancesowearedoing

everythingtomakeadeal

fornextseason.”

BuiltbetweenCzechfirm

BlueEngineeringandFrench

companyVaisonSport,the

squadwillcontinuetestingin

thecomingweeks,butsay

Al-Attiyah’sbusyschedule

ismakingthatachallenge.

“WearedealingwithNasser

becausehiscalendarisreally,

reallytight,”saidFetingis.

“Maybewewilltestafterthe

WorldRXinGermany.If wewill

notsucceedthenmaybewewill

gotoFrance.Nowit’sjusttodo

everythingtofindmorespeed.”

BritLiamDoranwillcompletethe

seasonwiththeGCKompetition

WorldRallycrossteamontheback

of strongresultsinFranceand

Latviaintheteam’sProdrive-

developedRenaultMeganeRSRX.

Thesquadwillexpandtothree

carsforthefinalthreeroundsof

theseason,with2017European

SupercarchampionAnton

Marklundalsosigningup.

WhileMarklundwill jointeam

ownerGuerlainChicherit in

thetwo-carWorldRXeffortthis

weekendintheseries’ firstvisit

totheUSA,atCircuitof the

Americas,Doranwillraceinthe

finalroundof AmericasRallycross,

havingfinishedonthepodiumin

theopeningroundatSilverstone

inhisLDMotorsportsteam’s

CitroenDS3.Doranwillthenjoin

ChicheritandMarklundbyracing

inthefinaltwoWorldRXrounds

inGermanyandSouthAfrica.

Doransaid:“It’sbeenagreat

experiencesofarandIfeelI’ve

beenabletohaveapositiveimpact

indevelopingthecaralongside

Guerlain.It’sunbelievableforme.”

Al-Attiyah

impressed

SPORTING SCENE

British Rallycross
By Hal Ridge

Organiser BARC/LHMC Where: Pembrey, South Wales When:
September 23 Starters: 54

Thebest launchfromsecondon
thegridpropelledJulianGodfrey
to the leadof theSupercar final
in thepenultimateroundof the
BritishRallycrossChampionship
atPembrey.

Havingmadeitintotheleft-hand

firstcornerattheheadof thepack,

Godfreyledtheracethroughoutto

claimhisthirdmaximumpointshaul

of theyearandliftedhimself right

backintotitleconditionwithjustone

roundof theseriesremaining.

Godfreydidn’tsetafastesttimein

qualifyinghowever.Itwasthree-time

BritishRallychampionMarkHiggins

whohadbeenfastestinQ1andQ2,

beforeOllieO’Donovansetthebest

timeinQ3,Higginshavingbeenspun

atthefirstcorneraftercontact

withO’Donovan.

ManxmanHigginsstartedonpole

positionforthefinal,butwasbeaten

awayfromthelinebyGodfrey,using

usedslicktyresonthecircuitthat

hadtransitionedfromwettodryover

theday,andO’Donovan,onnewslicks

inhisoutsidegridslot.

WhileGodfreymadethebestlaunch,

O’Donovanalsoedgedaheadof Higgins

intothefirstcorner.Thepairranside-

by-sidebeforeHiggins’AlbatecRacing

Peugeot208wasrotatedaroundthe

BriSCA F1
By Colin Casserley

Organiser Trackstar Where: King’s Lynn When:
September 22 Starters: 39.

TomHarrisdominatedSaturday

night’smeetingatKing’sLynn,

winningbothhisqualifying

heatsandthefinal.ItwasHarris’

secondconsecutivewinatthe

Norfolkovalandhewillgofor

anunprecedentedhat-trickat

thetrackinOctober.

JakeHarrhy,whohadearlier

wonhisfirstrace,tooktheearly

leadbutwasforcedtoretire

withmechanicalproblems.

Harrishadmadeaquickstart

andtookovertheracelead

beforethehalfwaypointopening

upoverhalf-a-lapadvantage

fromhisrivals.

Asthelapswounddown,

StuartSmithJrbegantoclose

inbutcouldnotgetnearenough

tolaunchanassaultonHarris

onthelastlap.

“Igotagreatstart; thecaris

set-uptorunwhenthetrackisa

bitwetterasit istobeginwith,”

saidHarris.“Ihavehadagreat

starttotheshootoutand

Iamstartingatthefrontof the

shootoutdrivers.Iamgoingto

tryandtakeadvantageof that

beforeImovebackinthegrid.

Ihavelearntsomedriving

techniquesfromracingasprint

carinAmerica,andIhavefinally

gotthecartohandletothe

differentwayof driving.”

Second-placedmanSmith

nearlydidnotmakeitoutforthe

final.Hesaid:“Wehadanoil leak

duringmyheatrace.Thecrew

workedreallyhardtogetmeback

out.Harriswasabittoofarahead

of me,Ihadalotof traffictoget

throughatthestartandbythat

timehewasalongwayahead.

ButIthinkIhadthefastercarat

theendandwasclosinginonhim,

wejustneededafewmorelaps.”

Results
1 Tom Harris; 2 Stuart Smith Jr; 3 Nigel Green; 4 James
Morris; 5 Karl Hawkins; 6 Bobby Griffin; 7 Patrick Tersteeg;
8 Bradley Harrison; 9 Joe Nickolls; 10 Danny Wainman.

British Hillclimb Championship
By Tony Adams

Organiser: BARC Where: Loton Park, Shropshire When: September
23 Starters: 16

TrevorWillisclinchedhisthirdBritish

HillclimbChampionshiptitleafter

hisclosestrivalfailedtoscoreinthe

penultimateroundatLotonParkin

ShropshirelastSunday.

Willis,drivinganOMS28,only took

fourth in the morning Top 12 run-off

but closest rival Will Hall, in a Force WH

Xtec, overran in wet conditions at the

track’s notorious Triangle Bend and

failed to score, handing Willis the crown.

Aftertakingasecondplaceinthefinal

round,Willis,whowasalsochampion

in2012and’17,said:“Iamsorelievedto

clinchthetitleasIonlyhadafragilelead

comingintotheselasttworoundsandWill

wasclosingfast,howeverIdofeelforhim

asheandhisteamarealwayshardtobeat.”

Hallsaid:“Ihadhighhopescoming

heretoLotonPark,butunfortunately

Imadeamistakeinthefirstrun-off

whichreallyscupperedmychances

andthenfailedinthesecondonetoo,

bysimplytryingtoohard!Ireally

should have done better much earlier 

inthe season, but finishing second in 

the championship is my highest placing 

ever so I am delighted with that, and 

have major plans for the car so I am 

already looking towards next season 

ina very positive manner.”

Scottish driver Wallace Menzies, 

driving the latest Gould GR59 Cosworth, 

took second place in the first run-off  

and won the final run-off  to secure a 

number three on his car for next year.

The highly competitive Midland 

Hillclimb Championship was won by 

Robert Kenrick, driving the latest GWR 

Raptor which is powered by a 1000cc 

BMW motorcycle engine and has been 

smashing class records at all three 

Midland venues of  Prescott, Shelsley 

Walsh and Loton Park all year.

Results
Round 33: 1 Richard Spedding (GWR Raptor 2) 51.45s; 2 Wallace
Menzies (Gould GR59) 52.08s; 3 Scott Moran (Gould GR61X);
4 Trevor Willis (OMS 28); 5 Adam Greenen (Empire Evo 2);
6 Dave Uren (Gould GR55); 7 Lee Mutch (GWR Raptor); 8 Zach
Zammit (Empire Evo); 9 Matthew Ryder (Empire Evo); 10 Debbie
Dunbar (DJ Firehawk).
Round 34: 1 Menzies 48.09s; 2 Willis 48.12s; 3 Spedding; 4 Alex
Summers (DJ Firestorm); 5 Moran; 6 Zammit; 7 Uren; 8 Greenen;
9 Ryder; 10 Mutch.

Godfrey’s win crucial
for title challenge

Harris makes it two at King’s Lynn and puts himself in the F1 shootout hot seat

Doran joins GCK for 
remainder of 2018

Willis holds his nerve for a third hillclimb title

BRITISH RALLYCROSS

BRISCA F1 

BRITISH HILLCLIMB

frontof O’Donovan’sFiestainthe

brakingarea.

ThemomentdroppedHigginsto

fourth,asO’Donovan’sTeamRXRacing

team-mate,TonyBardy,climbedto

third.Inabidtogethisextra-route

jokeroutof thewayandleapfrogthose

aheadwhentheytooktheirs,Higgins

wasfirsttotakehisjokeronthesecond

lap.O’Donovanrespondedfromsecond

bytakinghisjokeronlapthree,the

Irishmanmaintainingtrackposition.

LeaderGodfreyandthird-placedBardy

tooktheirjokersonthefourthtour,

Godfreyholdinghislead,whileBardy

droppedbehindHigginsintofourth.

SteveHillhaddroppeddownthe

orderontheopeninglapduetoapoor

startbutclimbedbackuptofifthby

thefinish,aheadof SubarupairLiam

ManningandNigelBurke.

Whileeachdriverintheseriescan

droptheirtwoworstscoresof the

season,thefinalroundatSilverstonein

Novembermustcounttowardsthefinal

tally.Withthedroppedscoresconsidered,

O’Donovanleadsthestandingsbyfour

pointsfromGodfrey,withHigginsjust

onepointfurtherbackinthird.

TristanOvendenwonthe

Supernationalclassbutsuchwasthe

rateof attritioninthetwo-wheel-drive

finalthatPaigeBellerbymanagedto

finishthird,despitetwicespinning

herLotus, losingherfrontbrakesand

almostbeinglappedbytheend.Jack

Thornewassecond.

LukeConstantineinheritedthe

JuniorclasswinwhenbrotherTom

ranintogearboxtroublesmid-race,

whilePatrickO’Donovanfinished

second.SimonOvendenandDavid

Bellclaimedvictoryinthesingle-

makeSuzukiSwiftandBMWMini

classesandRogerThomaswonthe

RetrocategorywithhisMetro6R4.

Results
British Rallycross (6 laps) 1 Julian Godfrey (Mitsubishi Mirage)
4m32.309s; 2 Ollie O’Donovan (Ford Fiesta) +3.320s; 3 Mark
Higgins (Peugeot 208); 4 Tony Bardy (Ford Focus); 5 Steve Hill
(Mitsubishi Evo); 6 Liam Manning (Subaru Impreza).
Supernational (6 laps) 1 Tristan Ovenden (Renault Clio)
4m50.063s; 2 Jack Thorne (Citroen C2) +7.851s; 3 Paige Bellerby
(Lotus Exige); 4 Kirk Twyman (Renault Clio); 5 Scott Singleton
(Vauxhall Nova); 6 Paul Coney (Vauxhall Corsa).
Junior Rallycross (6 laps) 1 Luke Constantine 5m26.035s; 2
Patrick O’Donovan +6.969s; 3 Tom Constantine; 4 Will Layton; 5
Eleanor Corner; 6 Morgan Wroot.
Suzuki Swift (6 laps) 1 Simon Ovenden 5m06.969s; 2 Morgan
Bailey +0.693s; 3 Max Weatherley; 4 Tom Middleton; 5 Christian
Hainsworth; 6 Joe Booth.
BMW Mini (6 laps) 1 David Bell 5m14.082s; 2 Drew Bellerby +1.384s;
3 Bradley Durdin; 4 Grant Rees; 5 Dave Ward; 6 Andrew Hawkes.
Retro Rallycross (4 laps) 1 Roger Thomas (Metro 6R4)
3m19.323s; 2 Derrick Jobb (Ford Escort) +8.596s; 3 James Harrold
(Volkswagen Beetle); 4 Ray Morgan (Ford Escort); 5 Gary Dixon
(Vauxhall Astra); 6 Steve Cozens (Citroen AX).

Willis won title 

in first run-off

Godfrey has pushed himself back into the frame for the championship

Harris took the lead by halfway point and dominated
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Russell needs his grand prix chance

Ian Sprott’s impromptu watersplash photograph from the Promenade Stages Rally Mike Bouts captured this shot of a new development for the Team BMR Subaru Levorg

Silverstone battles, by Neil Ormston

Sam Nudd’s shot from Goodwood

Alex Ireland was on hand to enjoy the Formula Ford 1600 battlers at Knockhill recently

Smile for the birdie: by Peter Atkins

Rich Cranston’s Renault Clio shot

There was, quite rightly, a fanfare when Lando Norris landed the McLaren F1 drive for the 2019 season. The Brit had been ripping up the 
lower formula on his way to the top and there was an inevitability about his progress. 

But even Norris has been put in the shade by George Russell in the 2018 Formula 2 Championship. The Merc junior is in prime position to claim the crown
with two rounds left but it appears that he will have a struggle to graduate to grand prix racing. It is not impossible, but it will be very tough, and it will be a cryi
shame if he is not able to step up as soon as he can, and he has pointed out how limited the seats are on the grid.

The problem is that up-and-coming racers have to become part of young driver initiative to make any real progress in single-seater motor racing. And the 
driver schemes are overloaded by talent, which brings it back to Russell’s point: there needs to be more opportunities for talent to get a chance at the very to
level. Even another three teams on the F1 grid, like he suggests, would be enough to offer fresh new drivers a chance to show what they are capable of.  
Matt James, Editor (Twitter: @MattJMNews)

Mercedes junior could miss out on a seat at the top table given driver market

ART EDITOR MIKE STOKOE’S
FAVOURITE OF 
THE WEEK!

Matt Facey’s BMW at the Taw and Torridge Classic Trial, taken by Duncan Stephens
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PLUS: ALL THE USUAL NEWS,VIEWS AND REPORTS

NEXT WEEK OUT WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 3

LISTINGS
RACING 
SATURDAY

Donington Park, Leics
BARC meeting: Junior Saloons, 
Track Attack, CNC Sports/Saloons, 
Classic Thunder/BOSS, Pre ’66/
Pre ’83 Touring Cars, Pre ’93/
Pre ’03/Pre ’05 Touring Cars
Starts racing from 1200hrs
(qualifying from 0900hrs)
Admission adult £16, under
13 free Web msv.com Contact
0843 453 9000

Oulton Park, Cheshire
BRSCC meeting: FF1600, Fiesta
ST-XR, Alfa Romeo, Cockshoot
Cup, Karts Starts racing from
1320hrs (qualifying from 0830hrs)
Admission adult £16, under 13
free Web msv.com Contact 0843
453 9000

Snetterton, Norfolk
MGCC meeting: Morgans,
MG Cup, MG Metro, Midget and
Sprite, MG Trophy Starts racing
from 1135hrs (qualifying from
0900hrs) Admission adult
£16, under 13 free Web msv.com
Contact 0843 453 9000

Kirkistown, N Ireland
Martin Donnelly Trophy:
FF1600, Saloon/GT, Roadsports,
Fiesta Zetec, Formula Vee,
Legends Starts racing from
1200hrs (qualifying from 0900hrs)
Admission adult Euro 15 child
free Web kirkistown.com

SATURDAY/SUNDAY
Brands Hatch, Kent

BTCC meeting: BTCC, F4,
Carrera Cup, Clio Cup, Ginetta
GT4, Ginetta Junior Starts
Saturday, racing from 1415hrs
(qualifying from 0900hrs) Sunday,
racing from 1005hrs Admission
adult £34, under 13 free Web msv.
com Contact 0843 453 9000

Rockingham, Northants
MSVR meeting: Radicals, Mini
Challenge, Lotus Cup/Lotus Elise,
F3 Cup, Racing Saloons, Trackday
Trophy, Production BMW, Allcomers
Starts Saturday, racing from
1145hrs (qualifying from 0900hrs)

TV GUIDE
The latest instalment of  the 

Great History of the Le Mans 

24 Hours comes from 2002 as 

Tom Kristensen, Frank Biela 

and Emanuele Pirro aimed to 

becomethefirstcrewtowinthe

greatracethreetimesinarow

asAudionceagaindominated

(Thursday,0900-1100hrs).

Catchthepenultimate

roundof TCRUK fromCroft

(Saturday,1800-1830hrs)as

OllieTaylortriedtowhittle

downDanLloyd’sleadatthe

topof thestandingsbeforethe

finalroundatDoningtonPark.

WatchGT3andLMP3

machineryfromsomeof

theworld’stopteamsdo

battle for two hours around 

Spa-Francorchamps in the 

Michelin Le Mans Cup 

(Saturday, 2000-2030hrs).

The final round of the 

BritishGTChampionship

comesfromDonington

(Sunday,1100-1200hrs).

FlickHaighandJonny

Adamwentintotheeventas

firmfavouritesforthetitle

butJonMinshawandPhil

Keenwouldtryeverything

theycouldtostopthem.

Andfinallyrelivethisyear’s

GoodwoodRevival featuring

thegreatandgoodfromthe

worldof historicracing

(Sunday,1930-2030hrs).

LIVE TV LIVE F1

Sunday, racing from 1035hrs
(qualifying from 0900hrs)
Admission £16 Web rockingham.
co.uk Contact 0870 1660438

RALLY
SATURDAY

Filey,Yorks
Trackrod Rally Yorkshire
Starts 0901hrs Admission adult
multi-stage £20, children under 16
free Web rallyyorkshire.co.uk

SATURDAY/SUNDAY
Macroom, Cork

CB Toolhire Cork ‘20’ Rally
Starts 0900hrs Saturday, 0830hrs
Sunday Admission TBA Web
munstercarclub.com

SUNDAY
CaerwentTraining

Area, Caldicot
Patriot Stages
Starts 0915hrs Admission TBA
Web forresterscarclub.co.uk

Weston Park, Shrops
The Jasper’s Bakeries AGBO
Stages Rally
Starts 0812hrs Admission TBA
Web owenmotoringclub.co.uk

SPORTINGSCENE
SUNDAY

Northampton
National Hot Rods
Starts 1330hrs Admission TBC
Web nationalhotrod.com

Buxton, Derbyshire
BriSCA F1
Starts 1300hrs Admission TBC
Web brisca.com

Detailscorrectat timeofpressbut
pleasecheckbefore travel

Formula2:
Sochi

Race1:Saturday,
1440-1600hrs,
SkySportsF1

Race2:Sunday,0915-
1020hrs,SkySportsF1

GP3:Sochi
Race1:Saturday,

0810-0910hrs,
SkySportsF1

Race2:Sunday,0800-
0850hrs,SkySportsF1

WTCR:Ningbo

Russian
GrandPrix
SkySportsF1
HDcoverage

Drivers’press
conference:Thursday,
1100-1130hrs

FP1:Friday,0845-1055hrs
FP2:Friday,1245-1450hrs
FP3:Saturday,0945-

1115hrs
Qualifying:Saturday,

1200-1440hrs
Race:Sunday,1030-

1510hrs
Highlights:Sunday,

1830-1930hrs

Channel4HD
highlights

Qualifying:Saturday,
1630-1830hrs

Race:Sunday,
1845-2100hrs

Bottas took his maiden F1 win last year in Russia

Race 2: Sunday, 0700-
0800hrs, Eurosport 2

Race 3: Sunday, 0800-
0900hrs, Eurosport 2

Blancpain GT 
Endurance: 
Barcelona

Race: Sunday, 1530-
1715hrs, Eurosport 1

NASCAR: 
Charlotte

Race: Sunday, 1830-
2300hrs, Premier Sports

Russell leads the Formula 2 standings for ART

MGTrophyheadstoSnetterton

SPECIALWALES
GB 

SUPPLEMENT

Blancpain GT 
Endurance: 
Barcelona

Race 1: Sunday, 1705-
1930hrs (delayed)

LIVE

Audi dominated at Le Mans

BTCC
BRANDS HATCH FINALE TURKINGTON INGRAM 

THE THREE DRIVERS 
FIGHTING FOR TITLE

CAN HOME HERO 
EVANS REPEAT 
HIS SUCCESS?

TEAM-BY-TEAM GUIDE














