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bhe desire to help
others in need
is 2 pIcat ome
One's innate
kindness can easily change
the course of somenoe
else’s lifie, all because of 2
gesture to lend 3 helping
hand. Since she was a child,
Samantha A. Inesta has
always had 2 passion for
human rights — thouph she
might not have known it
as such as a pirl — mainly
those of women and
childeen. As an adult, she
became heavily involved in
OrgaNizatoNs catenng o
women's issues, specifically
sex trafficking. In 2012, she
founded BeaSister2aSister,

o6

2 nonpeofit arganization
offering various services and
support to survivors of sexual
abuse and prostitution
Samantha has dedicated the
fast 12 years 1o doing local
and intermational work for
women of all backgroands,
never forpetting 1o
highlight sistethood and
strength in doing so
BeaSisier2aSasaer has
aimed to be 2 symbol

of strenpth and support
since its inception. The
aftercare program, which
was crcated on the heels
of Samantha’s departure
from her role a5 an anti
trafficking coordinator for
a bocal nonprofit, offers

raniegrabon programs,
housing seferrals and legal
assistance, among other
services, to reassute female
survivors of sexual abuse

that returning o everyday
life after a trying osdeal =
passible. CED and Enplish
as 2 socond lanpuage classes,
job training, accompaniment
to all appointments, and
STOUP OF COC-ON-UNC SCSSONS
with survivors are also
affered, and the ospanization
regedarly accepts donatsons,
which 2d in funding cooking
and photopraphy classes,

as well as tramsportatson,
food and toiletries
BeaSister2aSister’s website,
www.beasister2asister.org,
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doables 25 2 hub of
information, including
tips on how o recopnize
sex trafficking rings, national
and international cffarts to
help combat traffidking from
occurring, and shelters and
other resources that cn be
beneficial to survivors.
Thoweh based in Brooklyn,
BeaSister2aSister’s message
has gone plobal in the
form of sspplemental
endeavors on Samamtha’s
pant. She's counseled and
tauphe life skilks 10 over
600 domestically abused
and trafficked women in
Egypt: spoken at 2 United
Nations event about the
kidnapping of over 250
girls from Chibok, Niperia:
and supported Pathfinder
International, which provides
women with comtraception
andl educates them on sexual

and reproductive health.
In addition to beng an
active member of the New
York State Anti-Trafficking
Caaliticn and We Were

Slaves, Samantha asdsts
fdlow women through her
involvernent with Pivet — 2
developing project that would
allow survivors of sesual abuse
and wrafficking to seck help by
way of mesapes in fominine
hygiene prodocs — and in

a culinary ars program that
she orpanired for survivors

of heman wathicking 2t All
Souls Kitchen in Manhattan.
Through this indtiative,

SUrVEvors
take part
in five classes
seaching cooking theary
and practice and one dass
allowing them to ceate their

awn recipes.

Samantha has been sieadily
mesting with partmers and
survivors, actively engaging
others on social media, and
writing programs and letters
aver the last four yeass in
an effort to bring about 2
greater, moee comfortable
existence for women who
hawe known severe pain
in their lifetimes. Prior 10
foending BeaSister2aSister,
she carned 2 centification in
international affairs at New
York University. Looking
ahead, Samantha intends to
continue lifting wp women in
need, repardless of repional,
cultural and societal divisons.
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